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Making Gateshead  
thrive
Page 9Welcome to the 

Autumn issue of 
Council News.

In this issue we 
tell you about a 
key new initiative 
– the Gateshead 
Community Food 
Network.  Set up 
to deal with the growing problem of 
food poverty in our borough, it aims to 
develop longer term solutions to what 
is an unacceptable situation, as well 
as letting you know how you can play 
your part to help vulnerable families in 
Gateshead.

As the year of World War One 
commemorations comes to a close in 
November, we look back at some of the 
events that we’ve hosted and remember 
the soldiers who gave their lives as three 
new blue plaques are put in place in 
Winlaton and High Spen.

There’s great news about Blaydon 
Lodge – a respite facility for people with 
complex disabilities – which has received 
a rare ‘outstanding’ rating from Quality 
Care Inspectors.

There’s bad news for people who throw 
litter away or who don’t clean up after 
their dogs, as our new enforcement 
team take to the streets.  They can now 
issue on the spot fines of £75 if they see 
people doing this.

Fast forward to next year and volunteers 
are being urged to come forward and 
support the World Transplant Games in 
August 2019. 

We also welcomed Government minister 
Margot James MP to a behind the scenes 
look at PROTO, our new emerging 
technology centre and bring you up to 
date with investment and employment 
success stories from the borough.

All this plus health matters, what’s on 
and much more including local news 
and key activities taking place during 
October half-term.

Welcome 
from Leader of the Council 
Martin Gannon

Leader of the Council, 
Councillor Martin Gannon

Martin Gannon

Get involved
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YOUR GATESHEAD – 
YOUR FUTURE

NEWS

Many of you responded and your 
comments were fed into the re-
drafting of the plan ready for further 
consultation which will take place 
this Autumn, prior to the plan being 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate.

Making Spaces for Growing Places 
provides the detail behind our planning 
strategy for the borough until 2030 so 
that we:

• provide the homes and communities 
fit for the coming decades;

• make sure businesses come to the 
borough and stay here;

• protect our natural environment and 
historic buildings; and

• have the roads and transport 
connections to meet the growing 
demands that the future will bring.

Details of how you can take part 
in this final phase of consultation 
including public events and other 
activity will be posted on www.
gateshead.gov.uk or Facebook and 
Twitter as well as the Consultation 
Portal or you can contact the 
planning team via ldf@gateshead.
gov.uk or phone 0191 433 3000.

National Fraud  
Initiative
This Autumn Gateshead Council 
will once again take part in the 
2018/19 National Fraud Initiative.  
Since 1996, approximately £1.39 
billion of fraud and overpayments 
have been identified nationally by 
matching data within and between 
participating organisations.

We are required to submit data 
on: housing benefits, council tax, 
council tax reduction scheme, 
payroll, pensions, student eligible 
for a loan, housing tenants, housing 
right to buy, housing waiting lists, 
trade creditors’ payment history 
and trade creditors’ standing data, 
private supported care home 
residents, personal budgets(direct 
payments), transport passes 
and permits (including residents 
parking, blue badges and 
concessionary travel), electoral 
register, insurance claims, licenses 
including market traders, taxi 
drivers and personal licenses to 
supply alcohol).

Matches found within the council’s 
own data, and between the council 
and other organisations, are sent 
back to us to investigate.

For further information go to  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/nfi 
Contact Tanya Rossington 
on 0191 433 2192 or email 
tanyarossington@gateshead.gov.uk 

New heritage centre opens
The Land of Oak & 
Iron Heritage Centre 
opened at the end 
of August. 

Celebrating the 
industrial heritage of 
the Derwent Valley 
it will have family 
friendly interactive 
displays bringing 
to life stories of 
the revolutionary 
iron works, sword 
making and blast 
furnaces.       

The centre which has been 
developed by Groundwork NE & 
Cumbria is set within the country 
park at Winlaton Mill and also has 
a café ideally located for walkers, 
cyclists and families visiting 
Gateshead’s countryside. 

Love maps and heritage?

The Land of Oak & Iron Legacy Group 
is made up of volunteers who are 
creating a store house of information 
so that future generations can enjoy 
all that the area has to offer.

They are now about to start an 
exciting new project to map and 
record the heritage of our area using 
interactive maps and are looking for 
more volunteers to get involved.

There are a number of different tasks 
you could do such as transferring 
information from existing maps to 
the new map, researching what is 
available on a variety of old records 
or sharing specialist knowledge of 
particular subjects.

If you are interested please go to: 
www.landofoakandiron.org.uk/
news/love-maps-heritage/

In Autumn 2017 we asked 
residents and businesses 

for their views on the council’s 
planning document ‘Making 

Spaces for Growing Places’.

Voluntary and community groups!   
Check out help and resources available to you., visit our website: 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering
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NEWS

News in brief
  Address correction

The address for Councillor Hugh 
Kelly who represents Crawcrook and 
Greenside ward was incorrect in our 
Spring issue of Council News.  It is 60 
Hubar Road, High Spen, Rowlands 
Gill, NE39 2AN.

  Four-star website

Gateshead Council’s website  
www.gateshead.gov.uk has been 
awarded the maximum possible four 
stars in this year’s SOCITM Better 
Connected website survey. 

  Graffiti busters

Years of unsightly graffiti has been 
removed from the High Level Bridge. 
Council workers and volunteers 
armed with wipes and special 
solvents and plenty of elbow grease 
took four weeks to remove the graffiti 
which had blighted the bridge’s 
metalwork for years.

  Award

The Kittiwake Trust has won the 
Charity of the Year Award at the 
London Book Fair.  Based at Team 
Valley, it sends books to groups 
working with those fleeing domestic 
abuse, people who are homeless or 
struggling with dependency issues, 
and to those supporting refugees. 

It also runs the Kittiwake Multilingual 
Library, based in Eldon Garden in 
Newcastle which has around 11,000 
books in 80 languages.  
www.kittiwaketrust.org.uk 

  QE Star Awards

Congratulations to the council’s social 
work team based at the QE Hospital. 
They were nominated in the Rising 
Star category for the QE Star Awards.  
They didn’t make it to the final 
shortlist, but were delighted to be 
nominated by colleagues and fellow 
professionals.

NHS 70th anniversary
In July the National Health Service 
reached a significant milestone.  
It was on July 5, 1948 that it 
came into being and to mark its 
70th anniversary, the Gateshead 
Millennium Bridge turned blue.  

In the past 70 years a lot has changed 
in the NHS - some fascinating facts 
include:

• In 1948 there were 16,864 GPs, in 
2018 there are 41,817

• In 1948, the NHS annual budget 
was 437 million, today it’s around 
110 billion

• In 1948 there were around 34 
deaths per 1000 births, today it’s 
just under four 

• The NHS currently treats around 
1.4m patients every hour  

• On average, people now live 12 
years longer than they did in 1948

If you are interested in finding 
out more about the NHS 70th 
anniversary visit  
www.nhs70.nhs.uk

© Queens Nursing Institute 

An angelic serenade
Celebrations for the Angel of the 
North’s 20th birthday took a musical 
turn recently as the iconic landmark 
welcomed Street Orchestra Live for a 
unique performance.

Britain’s most-viewed piece of public 
modern art was the backdrop to a 
short concert by the orchestra during 
its recent tour around the North East.  
Made up of 40 professional musicians 
it brings orchestral music to everyone, 
anywhere, playing music from all 
genres from classical to contemporary, 
big band to hip-hop.

The Orchestra made a special visit 
to see the Angel of the North and to 
wish it a very happy 20th birthday. Not 
surprisingly their performance included 
a rendition of Happy Birthday followed 
by music from Prokofiev’s Romeo and 
Juliet.

Angel makes top ten

We know our Angel is special, but it has 
now been selected by Historic England 
as one of the top ten sites that tell the 
history of England’s art, architecture 
and sculpture.

Chosen by BBC Arts Editor, Will 
Gompertz, from hundreds of public 
nominations as part of Historic 
England’s campaign ‘Irreplaceable: 

A History of England in 100 Places’, Mr 
Gompertz said: “The Angel of the North 
is a powerful piece of contemporary 
sculpture that excites, heralds, and 
provokes. It is so far removed from the 
typical ‘hero on a horse’ statues that are 
dotted across the country, invisible to 
all. Gormley’s artwork is as fresh as it is 
imposing.”

The Angel of the North is in good 
company as the top 10 also included 
St Paul’s Cathedral, Tate Modern and 
Chatsworth House.

Street Orchestra Live serenade  
The Angel of the North
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Check your bin  
collection date 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/binchecker  
or call 0191 433 7000

NEWS

New Freeman announced
Former councillor Peter 
Mole is to be made an 
Honorary Freeman of 
Gateshead.

Peter served as a 
councillor for 42 years and 
was nominated for the 
Freedom of Gateshead 
for his service to local 
government, locally, 
regionally and nationally.

During his time on the council he 
undertook various roles including 
Mayor of Gateshead, cabinet 
member between 2002 and 2015 
and champion for older people. In 
2006 Peter was awarded an MBE for 
services to local government.

Leader of the Council Martin Gannon, 
said: “To be awarded the Freedom of 
the Borough is rare but this honour 
is well deserved as Peter has made 
a huge contribution to our borough 
serving local people for over four 
decades.

“The passion and 
commitment he 
has shown to local 
government has never 
diminished which is an 
incredible achievement 
over such a long period 
of time. He is a fantastic 
ambassador for our 
borough and hopefully 
this honour helps us to 

show the respect and esteem we all 
have for Peter.”

Honoured

Peter will be presented with his 
honorary title at a special ceremony 
at Gateshead Civic Centre in 
September. He will join a select 
group of people and organisations 
honoured in this way including 
Paralympian Stephen Miller, former 
leaders Alderman George Gill and 
Alderman David Clelland, Rt Hon 
Baroness Joyce Quin and actress Jill 
Halfpenny.

Remembrance Day Services 2018
Some of the events taking place to mark Remembrance Day on Sunday, 11 November include:

• Cenotaph, Prince Consort Road. 
Service will start at 10.45am followed 
by a wreath laying ceremony and a 
march past.

• Birtley Cenotaph.  Service and 
wreath laying ceremony at 10.45am.

• St Nicholas’ Church, Dunston. 
Service will start at 10am followed by 
a wreath laying ceremony at the War 
Memorial, Dunston at 11am.

• Garden of Remembrance, Felling  
(if raining please make way to St 
Mary’s Church, Heworth). Service will 
start at 10.45am followed by wreath 
laying ceremony at 11am.

• Town Square, Metrocentre.  
Service will start at 2.45pm followed 
by wreath laying ceremony at 3pm. A 
choir will be singing from 2.30pm.

• Whickham War Memorial. Assemble 
at School Street, Whickham at 10.15am 
and proceed to war memorial for 
wreath laying ceremony at 10.45am.

Field of Remembrance
For the seventh year running, the North-East Field of Remembrance will be in 
Saltwell Park.  It’s expected that the field will be bigger than in previous years as 
we mark the centenary of World War One.

From Friday, 26 October crosses will be available for a small donation in various 
venues around Gateshead including the Civic Centre, the café in Saltwell 
Towers and a Royal British Legion stall in Saltwell Park.

The dedication ceremony takes place on Saturday, 3 November at 10.45am 
attended by the Mayor of Gateshead together with other civic heads from the 
North East and representatives of the Armed Forces. The field will remain open 
for two weeks after the ceremony for anyone else wishing to plant a cross.

For latest information go to  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
remembrance or contact the Mayor’s 
secretary on 0191 433 2011 or email 
mayorsoffice@gateshead.gov.uk

Bus lane  
enforcement
Gateshead’s bus lane enforcement 
cameras go live this autumn.

Five of Gateshead’s bus lanes will be 
monitored to discourage motorists 
from using them - these are at:

• Prince Consort Road junction 
with the A184 Askew Road

• A694 between Winlaton Mill and 
Swalwell roundabout

• A184 Felling bypass

• Gateshead High Street

• The bus gate on Wrekenton High 
Street

If you are caught driving in a bus 
lane you will face a £60 fixed 
penalty charge.

The camera sites will be properly 
signposted and no new bus lanes 
are being created. Cameras are 
only going on existing bus lanes.

Anneliese Hutchinson, service 
director for development, 
transport and public protection, 
said: “We know it’s been a source of 
frustration for motorists who are in 
the correct lane at busy times, only 
to watch other vehicles drive past 
them in the bus lanes. 

“We are now intending to have the 
system up and running in October.”
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NEWS

A new scheme to wean people off 
disposable coffee cups has been 
launched by Gateshead Council.

Cafes like Bewicks Café at Gateshead 
Civic Centre serves hot drinks in 
disposable plastic-coated paper cups, 
but this leads to more than 18,000 of 
the unrecyclable cups going straight 
into the waste bin every year.

Encouraging
Now, Gateshead Council is 
encouraging its customers to use its 
new range of re-usable coffee cups 
which are made entirely from rice 
husks.

The new cups look and feel just like 
hard plastic but are 100% natural. 
They can be used hundreds of times 
and at the end of their life will break 
down into compost in around 90 days.

The cups are on sale at Bewicks coffee 
shop at Gateshead Civic Centre priced 
just £3.50, which includes a free hot 
drink and a 15p discount off any 
future hot drink bought there using 
the cup.

Cabinet Member for the Environment, 
Councillor John McElroy said:  
“A recent government report 
estimated that at least 2.5 billion 

coffee cups are thrown away every 
year in the UK alone - that’s enough to 
stretch more than five times around 
the Earth. 

“This is hugely wasteful but it also 
creates a massive litter problem, too.

“Our new re-usable cups won’t solve 
the nation’s waste problem, but they 
will help us to reduce our own waste 
problem and that will have some 
effect. It also sets an example and 
encourages people to think about the 
waste they produce.”

Council bids to cut out disposables

Tackling food poverty together
Efforts to tackle the growing issue of 
food poverty across Gateshead have 
been stepped up.

More and more people in our 
communities are turning to food banks 
and other charities for emergency food 
supplies. But this is only a short-term 
solution and more must be done to end 
food poverty in Gateshead.

This has resulted in the creation of the 
Gateshead Community Food Network 
to make sure organisations work better 
together to make bigger and longer 
lasting effects.

More than 50 representatives from 
schools, charities, community groups 
and local food retailers joined the 
council to map out what work is already 
being done, what else could be done 
and what works.

Deputy Leader Councillor Catherine 
Donovan, said: “In Gateshead today we 
know that there are many people in 
our communities that are struggling to 
feed their children, older people who 
can’t afford to eat and working people 
who can’t afford to feed and clothe their 
children.

“There’s no quick fix and we are working 
closely with partners to campaign for 
an end to this injustice. Foodbanks have 
become normalised and that isn’t right. 
This situation must change and can’t 
go on.

“By bringing together all the partners 
who are already doing great things 
to help vulnerable residents, we 
will have a much better chance of 
supporting them and tackling hunger 
in Gateshead.

“In the short term local people can help 
donating to the foodbank either by 
making a financial contribution or by 
putting items into our local collection 
points.”

What we need
Urgently needed items include 
tinned goods (fish, soup etc), 
long life milk, noodles, pasta 
sauces, rice pudding, sponge 
puddings, sugar and toilet rolls.

Where to donate in  
Gateshead
• Tesco Gateshead Extra,  

Trinity Square

• Blaydon Methodist Church, 
 Lucy Street NE21 5PU

• Co-op, 459-463 Durham Road,  
Low Fell NE9 5EX

• Co-op, Oakfield Road,  
Whickham, NE16 5BY

• Creations and Alteration  
558 Durham Road NE9 6HX

• Fellside Methodist Church,  
54 Ancaster Road NE16 5BJ

• Gateshead Civic Centre

• Birtley Library

• Low Fell Library

• Kibblesworth Village Millennium 
Centre, Grange Terrace NE11 0XN

• Quenellies, Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital

• Springfield Florist,  
421 Durham Road NE9 5AN

• St Helen’s Church, Low Fell

• St Mary’s Church, Whickham

• Swalwell Community Centre
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NEWS

Great Exhibition of the North 2018

Opening Weekend

On 22 June, the magic began with 
the Get North! Opening Weekend. 
At 1pm, Teesdale-based artist Steve 
Messam’s Whistle resounded across the 
city to mark the opening of the Great 
Exhibition trails and venues across 
NewcastleGateshead. An explosion of 
colour, music, dance, animation and 
performances flooded the streets along 
the quayside as the Exhibition burst 
into life.

Later that evening, 20,000 visitors lined 
the Newcastle quayside to witness a 
spectacular celebration of Northern 
culture. Opened by Northern rockers, 
Maximo Park, who played live from the 
Sir Bobby Robson boat on the River 
Tyne, the event featured an appearance 
by poet, Lemn Sissay introducing his 
newly created Anthem of the North; 
spectacular displays of the Get North 
Water Sculpture; and a UK premiere by 
Skymagic who created a magical drone-
led art show that filled the sky with a 
mesmerising performance.

Visitor Highlights

Throughout the 80-day event, there 
were a huge range of amazing exhibits, 
live performances, innovative displays, 
new artworks and unforgettable 
experiences, which surprised, engaged 
and delighted audiences. 

Major highlights included the return of 
Stephenson’s Rocket at the Discovery 
Museum and at BALTIC Centre for 
Contemporary Art, the iconic quayside 
was transformed through a series of 
dramatic, thought-provoking and 
stunning commissions. 

At Sage Gateshead, a great Northern 
summer of music, filled with concerts, 
festivals and family activities was 
presented. Meanwhile, the River Tyne 
came alive through artworks including 
Aeons: A Sound Journey for Newcastle, 
where visitors were taken on a musical 
adventure along the banks of the river; 
and the UK’s largest water sculpture, 
which performed on the hour, and lit up 
the riverside every night.

Gateshead Quays came alive with a 
programme of outdoor performance, 
street theatre and live music. Visitors 
experienced a futuristic theatre show 
called First Person by Zest Theatre; The 
Inflatable Church of Love where the 
public could sing and celebrate with 
Curious Arts; an interactive garden with 
giant inflatable plants; and a food and 
drink delight with the Baltic Square 
Food Market.

Get North! Family Expo

With a jam-packed programme full 
of activities, the biggest family event 
of the Exhibition was the Get North! 
Family Expo – a huge event dedicated 

to children and capturing their infinite 
imaginations. Hosted at St. James’ 
Park, thousands of children and their 
families attended over the eight days, 
taking part in activities such as gadget 
factories, gaming, 3D printing, music 
and art workshops.

• Over 21,000 school children 
attended the Exhibition through 
the Schools Programme

• Over 1,000 volunteers took 
part - becoming advocates for 
the Exhibition and bringing the 
events to life

• Just four weeks into the Exhibition, 
venues saw a surge in visitor 
numbers in comparison to the 
previous year:

Sage Gateshead + 223% 

BALTIC Centre for 
Contemporary Art  + 81% 

Great North Museum  + 17%

Discovery Museum  + 90%

• Over 550 activities, events, 
performances, talks and 
workshops took place across 
the North as part of the 
Great Exhibition’s Inspired By 
programme

As the red hot summer of 2018 draws to an end, so does England’s biggest event of the year – Great Exhibition of 
the North.

The free, once in a lifetime Exhibition took place in over 30 venues, ranging from world-class landmark sites to 
smaller hidden gems. Here is a look back at some of the highlights of the Exhibition which brought together 
thousands of people from all over the world in a celebration of the North of England.

To find out more visit  
www.GetNorth2018.com
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Making Gateshead a place 
where everyone  
thrives

Your vote matters, don’t lose it 
We have been canvassing households since the beginning of July to check that the 
details about you that are held on the electoral register are correct.  

If we haven’t already had a response from you, canvassers will be knocking on doors 
between 13 to 20 September. 

If your circumstances have recently changed, such as moving home, remember to let 
us know so we can update your details.  If you are not registered, you cannot vote. 

To register to vote you can go online at: www.gov.uk/register-to-vote or call the helpline: 0191 433 7001

In Gateshead today:

• One in four children live in poverty

• Nearly 10,000 people can’t work 
because of long term illness

• 5,000 people rely on food banks. 

• More than 10,000 people struggle to 
heat their homes

We don’t think this is right - things have 
to change. 

Gateshead Council has pledged itself 
to making Gateshead a fairer place, 
caring about and standing up for the 
most vulnerable and those in need 
and making it a place where everyone 
thrives.

Council Leader Martin Gannon said: 
“Every day we hear that there are 
people in Gateshead who are not 
coping or are in need. We have too 
many people out of work, living in 
poverty and living shorter lives. It’s 
just not right, this unfairness can’t 
continue.”

As a result, big change is needed and 
fast. We need to radically rethink how 
we do things. We need to change the 
way we work as a council, the way we 
spend the money, the way we work 
with partners, businesses and the local 
people in our communities.

As we start our journey towards a fairer 
and more equal Gateshead, we’ve 
made five key pledges that will be the 
foundation for how we work in future.

These are our pledges for a fairer 
Gateshead, they are at the heart of 
everything we do and the decisions 
we make, as we move forward to make 
Gateshead a place where everyone 
thrives.

For more information about  
Making Gateshead a place where 
everyone thrives visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/thrive

Years of reductions in Government funding has  
had a massive impact on Gateshead Council and 
the communities we serve. We now get half as much 
money from the Government than we did in 2010, 
and have had to make savings of £157 million.  
That’s millions and millions of pounds we can  
no longer spend on services that support  
local people and this is starting to have a big  
impact on people’s lives.

We pledge to:

 Work together and fight for  
a better future for Gateshead

 Invest in our economy to provide 
sustainable opportunities for 
employment, innovation and  
growth across the borough

 Tackle inequality so people  
have a fair chance

 Put people and families at the  
heart of everything we do

 Support our communities to  
support themselves and each  
other

1

2

3

4

5
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From July 2018, important changes to 
the law relating to package holidays 
came into force in the form of the 
Package Travel and Linked Travel 
Arrangement Regulations.  

These regulations have extended 
the definition of what is meant by 
a package holiday. Basically, if you 
are sold any combination of two or 
more travel services this is deemed 
a package holiday. This means that 
you should always be able to make 
a complaint with the organisation 
who sold you your holiday and not 
be passed off to third party suppliers.  
If something goes wrong on your 
holiday, like the room or facilities 
are not as advertised, it is up to the 
organiser of the package to resolve 
the problem or pay compensation if 
they fail to do so.      

In addition, there are some very 
specific new rights.  For example, 
you will be able to cancel any trip, 
irrespective of cause, by paying a 
reasonable cancellation fee.  If an 
essential part of your holiday is 
changed, you can cancel without 
paying any such fee. Similarly, free 
cancellation will be allowed in the 
case of war or natural disaster or other 
extraordinary circumstances occurring 
near your holiday destination.   

There are also rules regulating price 
changes which mean if the price goes 
up by more than 8% you have a right 
to cancel.  You also have a right to 
transfer the package to an alternative 
traveller.  

In the event of unavoidable and 
extraordinary circumstances 
preventing you returning home the 
new law obliges the organiser to pay 
for necessary accommodation for 
three days, though it is unclear what 
occurs where there is an extended 
requirement for such provision.

These are only a few of the changes 
to the law.  If you want further 
information or guidance please call 
our fair trading team on 0191 433 
3987.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Blaydon Lodge, a council-run respite 
facility for people with complex 
disabilities, has been judged 
‘Outstanding’ by The Care Quality  
Commission inspectors. 

Inspectors spent three days at Blaydon 
Lodge with their resulting report 
concluding that it was “providing 
outstanding care that was tailored 
specifically to the individual needs of 
each person.”  

Previously Blaydon Lodge had been 
rated as ‘Good’, and ‘Outstanding’ 
ratings are not very common with 
only two in every 1,000 care services 
in the UK being awarded this status. 
Here in Gateshead, we now have two 
outstanding services – the other being 
Shadon House – which looks after 
people with dementia – which is quite 
exceptional.

Praise

“Without exception, relatives gave the 
highest praise about the care provided 
to their family members,” said the 
inspectors.  They told inspectors that 
Blaydon Lodge was “absolutely the 
best place we have ever been to” and 
“fantastic” and that the staff team were 
extremely caring towards their family 
members.” 

Inspectors highlighted one occasion 
when a client expressed a desire to 
fulfil an ambition to attend a rock 
concert for the first time. Not only did 
the staff enable that to happen, they 
also arranged for the person to meet 
the artist, have their photo taken and 
receive a signed photo and poster. 

Uplifting

Cabinet member for Adult Social Care, 
Councillor Michael McNestry said: “This 
is an astonishing and uplifting report.

“To hear such elaborate praise from 
inspectors whose job it is to be alert to 
any deficiency no matter how small is 
truly remarkable. 

“This report is a clear reflection of the 
skills and professionalism of what is 
clearly a brilliant care team. It’s obvious 
that each staff member has a well-
developed understanding of people’s 
needs, and a deep and powerful sense 
of care.

“It makes me incredibly proud that 
one of our care teams is delivering 
such fantastic care to local people – 
and doubly proud that we now have 
two services which have been judged 
among the very best in the UK.” 

‘Outstanding’ rating  
for Blaydon Lodge

Staff at ‘outstanding’ Blaydon Lodge
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Interested in becoming a childminder?
More and more parents are looking 
for good quality childcare. They’re also 
looking for childcare that’s flexible 
enough to meet the needs of their 
busy lifestyles and cater for differing 
work and shift patterns. 

Childminding allows you to work 
from your own home to provide care 
and learning opportunities for other 
people’s children. 

As a registered childminder you will:

• be your own boss

• be able to care for your children at 
the same time

• play an important, positive role in a 
child’s development

• work in your home and choose 
the hours you work 

Free briefing session
To find out if childminding could 
be for you come along to our free 
briefing session on the evening of 
Tuesday, 25 September, at the 
Dryden Centre, Evistones Road, 
Gateshead to find out what’s 
involved, how to register with 
Ofsted and what other support 
is available to help you start your 
career in childminding.

To book a place contact Gateshead Family Information Service on  
0191 433 5118, email fis@gateshead.gov.uk or for more information see  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/childminder

AT YOUR SERVICE

Could you help our young people to thrive?
People in Gateshead are being asked 
to open their homes and their hearts to 
young people who need a supportive 
place to live.

The Supported Lodging scheme helps 
young people aged 16-21 who are due 
to leave the care system but are not 
quite ready to be fully independent.

Gateshead Council has chosen 
Barnardo’s to run the scheme on its 
behalf. The charity will search for 
suitable homes, provide support and 
training to providers and match them 
with a young person so that their 
lifestyles complement each other in the 
amount of support the young person 
needs and the sort of things they both 
like to do.

Support

Cabinet Member for Children and 
Young People Councillor Gary Haley 
said: “We’re delighted to be working 
with Barnardo’s on our Supported 
Lodging scheme. There are young 
people in Gateshead who are not quite 
ready to make that transition into 
independent living and we, as a council, 
want to support them more.” 

Kodie and Tracey’s story
Kodie, 19, has now set up home 
in Gateshead following 16 
months living with Tracey in her 
Northumberland home. Kodie was 
in foster care and went to supported 
lodgings after some upsetting 
experiences being fostered where 
she felt excluded from the family.

Kodie said: “Living with Tracey 
helped me a lot. I knew how to cook 
a little, but I learnt more life skills. But 
above all it was about talking things 
over, receiving emotional support 
and help to be independent.”

Tracey said: “I wasn’t 100% sure 
what I was getting into when I first 
thought about being a Supported 
Lodgings provider. But I have a 
spare room and if I can give a young 
person somewhere to stay and 
some support, I thought ‘why not’?” 

Tracey has supported six young 
people so far and has found the 
experience very satisfying and one 
that fits in with her own lifestyle.  

“I work full time and am out all day 
at work, but you can do supported 
lodgings while working full time, 
unlike fostering. 

“It’s been really nice to see 
how the young people 
flourish and I can see a 
change from when they’ve 
arrived to when they are 
leaving.”

Tracy and Kodie

For more information on how to get involved in providing supported lodgings please contact Carol Preston or  
Karen Jolley on 0191 253 2127 or email carol.preston@barnardos.org.uk or karen.jolley@barnardos.org.uk
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Supporting others to thrive: can you help?
“As I have needed support because 
of my disability, my personal 
assistant has made such a difference 
to my life, not only with practical 
stuff, but supporting me to continue 
with social activities which I couldn’t 
have done on my own”.

That’s the response of one resident in 
Gateshead who has taken responsibility 
for her personal care budget via a direct 
payment and employed a personal 
assistant.

If you have eligible care and support 
needs, you can choose to have your 
care delivered through a direct 
payment. This is where money from 
the council is paid to you and you can 
use your direct payments to buy the 
support that you’ve been assessed as 

needing. Direct payments give you 
greater choice and control over how 
your care is delivered. This could include 
employing a personal care assistant 
to help you with all aspects of your 
care needs. The council is looking for 
more people to come forward take up 
this employment opportunity with 
individual direct payment employers.

Judith Callaghan from the council’s 
direct payments team explained: “If a 
person with eligible care needs opts to 
receive their direct payment to employ 
a personal assistant, we need to have 
candidates available to apply for these 
posts. These roles can be life-changing 
for the person involved; everyone’s 
needs are different and there is no such 
thing as one job description suits all.  
It’s all about the support agreed as part 
of the individual’s care package – so it 
is a very bespoke role led by the direct 
payment recipient.   These are paid 
employment roles, they might be part 
time or full time, flexible hours tailored 
around the individual and the rate of 
pay per hour is above minimum wage”.

Role of a personal  
assistant
You could support your employer 
in many ways including:

• General care and support

• Support with social support and 
activities

• Domestic support

• Helping with personal care

• Meal preparation

• Shopping

If you think you could help someone in this way, the council wants to hear from 
you.  As part of the role, if training is required, this can be arranged. Current 
personal assistant jobs are advertised on behalf of employers on the council’s 
website at www.gateshead.gov.uk/personalassistants.   For more information 
you can call the direct payments team on 0191 433 2331.

Speedfaithing
A unique ‘speedfaithing’ event 
was held recently in Gateshead 
to promote awareness and 
understanding of different faiths.

Leaders and representatives from 
seven different faiths came together 
to talk to people from a wide range of 
organisations about their background 
and beliefs, helping dispel myths and 
answer questions.

Workers from the council, NHS, 
community and voluntary 
organisations were given the 
opportunity to try ‘speedfaithing’ – 
which involved taking part in short 20 
minute discussions to find out more 
about Roman Catholicism, Church 
of England, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, 
Zoroastrianism and Baha’i.

Organised by the council’s 
community safety team together 
with Northumbria Police’s central 
engagement team, the event enabled 
people to ask questions about faiths 
they may have been uncomfortable 
about asking in a normal setting.

Knowledge
Councillor Angela Douglas, chair of 
Gateshead Community Safety Board, 
said: “The aim of the event was to 
give attendees increased knowledge 

about different faiths that will assist 
them when they are liaising with 
someone from one of those faith 
groups in their day-to-day roles.

“The feedback we received from 
both the faith representatives and 
the attendees was that it was a very 
worthwhile event and it is hoped 
we can repeat it in the future to 
allow even more members of our 
community to get involved.”
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Fines not warnings 
A new team of enforcement officers will 
be taking to the streets next month in 
a bid to tackle people who deliberately 
drop litter or who don’t clean up after 
their dog.

The environmental enforcement team 
has been created in response to your 
concerns about the levels of dog 
fouling and littering in Gateshead.

Change

Team members will begin patrolling 
areas of Gateshead next month and 
anyone they spot either dropping litter 
or not cleaning up after their dog is 
likely to receive an immediate £75 fixed 
penalty notice. 

And because littering and dog fouling 
are both criminal offences, anyone who 
refuses to pay could be taken to court.

The team will carry out regular patrols 
across the borough throughout the 
day and evening. However, much of 
their work will be intelligence-led using 
information passed to the council by 
members of the public.

As well as dog excrement and litter, the 
team will deal with specific problems 
such as discarded cigarette butts, 
rubbish thrown from cars, graffiti and 
fly posting.

Cabinet member for environment, 
Councillor John McElroy, said: “Litter 
and dog fouling are two of the most 
regular complaints we receive from the 
public. 

“Residents have clearly had enough of 
those people who seemingly don’t care 
about the effects of their behaviour on 
their neighbours.

“The Environmental Enforcement 
Team will probably come as a 
shock to those people, but with 
luck they’ll quickly realise that it’s a 
lot easier – and a lot cheaper – just 
to drop your litter into a litter bin 
or to pick up after your dog.”

To report any of these issues contact 
0191 433 7000 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/fpn

Autism Hub
The Autism Information Hub at 
Gateshead Central Library offers 
a range of books and resources 
about autism and a drop-in session 
is held on the third Monday every 
month 9.30-11.30am. Our friendly 
library staff are autism-awareness 
trained to help you find relevant 
information and a quiet space is 
also available.

The next drop-in sessions take 
place 17 September, 15 October 
and 19 November.

For more detailed information 
about the hub go to www.
gateshead.gov.uk/autismhub

Pride in housing 
services

The Gateshead Housing Company 
strives to be a fully inclusive landlord 
that provides the best possible 
services to all its customers.

This year the company attended 
Newcastle Pride to get the views 
and suggestions of the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT) 
community.

Involvement and Diversity Lead 
Helen Watson said: “Research shows 
that sexual orientation and gender 
identity can impact on a person’s 
housing experience. Talking to 
LGBT customers at Pride gives us 
valuable insight into the barriers 
they face when accessing services.

“We recognise that gaining 
customer insight is only the first 
step and that we have to act on 
it and demonstrate how it has 
affected service delivery.”

If you want to get involved and 
help the housing company shape 
and improve its services, email 
involve@gatesheadhousing.
co.uk or call 0191 433 5357.

Domestic Abuse helpline
If you or someone you know is 
suffering from domestic abuse of any 
kind from sexual or physical abuse 
to psychological or financial abuse, 
Gateshead Council is here for you.

The council’s Domestic Abuse service 
manager Susan Butler explained: 
“We’ve streamlined and co-ordinated 
our services to people who are 
victims of domestic abuse so we can 
offer a more efficient and accessible 
service. 

“We want to remove barriers to those 
needing our help and make it easier 
for them to get it.  With this in mind, 

we now have one dedicated phone 
number for victims to call with a 
team in place to help and support 
them.

“Abusers want their victims to be 
scared, isolated and dependent 
upon them.  We would urge anyone 
affected by this issue to call us for 
help.  One call could change your 
life.”

Call the council’s Domestic Abuse 
service on 0191 433 3333.  If you 
are in a life threatening situation 
you should always call 999.
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Apply online for your child’s school place
If you live in Gateshead and your child 
is due to start a secondary, primary, 
infant or junior school for the first time 
in September 2019, you can apply 
online from 10 September 2018 for the 
schools of your choice.

The closing dates for submitting 
applications are:

31 October 2018 - for secondary 
school admissions

15 January 2019 - for primary, infant 
and junior school admissions

You can apply online at: www.
gateshead.gov.uk/schooladmissions

The online system is easy to use and 
there’s no risk of your application 

getting lost in the post.  You receive 
confirmation when we get your form 
and email you confirmation of which 
school your child has been offered on 
allocation day.

Alternatively, you can request a 
paper application form from the 
school admissions team on  
0191 433 2757 or 0191 433 2756.

Help for local  
Sea Cadets Corps
Gateshead Sea Cadet Corps is set 
to expand following the decision 
by councillors to lease it a piece of 
land at Derwenthaugh Marina. 

The charity currently occupies the 
Derwenthaugh Boat Station at 
Derwenthaugh Industrial Estate, 
but these premises are no longer 
big enough to accommodate 
everything they do.

This includes activities and training 
sessions to large numbers of 
young people aged 10-18 from 
across the borough, giving them 
the skills and opportunities that 
will help them in the future.

Now they will have more space 
to store equipment and provide 
activities as well as increased 
opportunities for volunteering and 
community cohesion. 

For more information about  
the Sea Cadet Corps go to:   
www.sea-cadets.org

Learner of the Year
Hundreds of local people take part in 
learning courses every year – many 
overcoming difficult and challenging 
situations but determined to turn 
their lives around or inspire others.

To highlight the achievements of this 
year’s learners, the council holds an 
annual learningSkills Awards event 
and this years’ ceremony marked the 
13th year this has been held. 

Over 200 people attended with 
awards being presented by the 
Mayor of Gateshead Councillor Jill 
Green and Council Leader Martin 
Gannon.

The prestigious Learner of the Year 
award went to Shaun Vanstone. He 
has faced a great deal of adversity in 
his life and is continuing to live with a 
number of major challenges. In spite 
of this, he has been an inspiration 
to his fellow learners and is about 
to embark on an apprenticeship to 
become a teaching assistant. 

Shaun said: “I am delighted to have 
won the Learner of the Year Award 

and pleased to be continuing my 
studies with Gateshead Council.”

The Inspirational Person Award 
went to Sarah Gorman from Edberts 
House. Sarah has helped people 
change their lives by being a positive 
influence and encouraging them 
to pursue education courses and 
activities that will enable them to 
reach their goals. 

For more information about 
learningSkills courses go to www.
gateshead.gov.uk/adultlearning 
call 0191 433 8646 or email 
learningskills@gateshead.gov.uk

Park smarter near schools
As schools go back after the summer 
break, parents doing the school 
run are being asked to be more 
considerate when they use their cars 
to drop off their children.  

This year we have seen a rise in 
the number of complaints from 
school staff and pedestrians about 
inconsiderate parking and parking on 
pavements in particular.  

Parking on pavements can cause an 
obstruction and can be especially 
difficult for larger family groups or 
pushchair users who often have to 
step in to the road to get past. There 
have also been instances where 
moving cars have clipped pupils 
walking on the pavement.  

Posters have been placed around 
schools where we know that 

problems exist, warning motorists of 
the dangers of pavement parking and 
appealing to parents to drive and park 
responsibly. 

 When doing the school run, please 
allow more time to drop off and pick 
up your children so that everyone 
can get to school safely or consider 
walking or cycling to school if you can. 
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Playing an instrument or singing in a 
choir is not only fun and rewarding 
but it makes you feel good, and has a 
multitude of long-term health benefits.  
It’s also a great way to meet new people 
and can help fulfil that lifelong dream of 
playing in a band! 

And the place to learn and make music 
is at Sage Gateshead which runs a 
mix of music classes each week from 
absolute beginners to advanced. 

Here you can come and learn to play 
guitar, ukulele, mandolin, steel pan, 
saxophone or recorder, or maybe you’d 
prefer to play in a band. 

There’s also a huge range of vocal 
groups singing everything from pop to 
classical including soul, jazz and blues, 
rock and roll, folk and opera. There are 
also dedicated folk classes as well as 

a Silver Programme for people over 
the age of 50. For many of their classes 
there’s no need for musical knowledge, 
no auditions and no pressure. 

If you’re not sure where to start, or can’t 
commit to a termly class, look out for 
Sage Gateshead’s regular ‘Come and Try 
Days’. These are designed to give you 
a taste of its termly classes, teach you 
the basics and get you started. One-off 
workshops are also worth looking out 
for. 

Enrol now

The new term and classes start from  
17 September* and you can enrol now, 
meet other budding musicians and 
begin or continue your musical journey, 
whatever your chosen instrument or 
style.

* Date may vary according to class. 

To find out more go to:  
www.sagegateshead.com  
or call 0191 433 4661

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Make Music at Sage Gateshead

Remembrance Day marks end of WW1 Commemorations
This November’s Remembrance Day 
commemorations will bring to a close 
four years of commemorations of the 
First World War, with a series of special 
events taking place throughout the 
autumn to mark the centenary of the 
end of World War One. 

The events 
will culminate 
in the laying 
of a wreath at 
Gateshead’s 
cenotaph on 
Sunday, 11 
November and 
at war memorials 
throughout 
Gateshead. 

Future events

There will also be the opportunity 
for local people to call into their 
local library before October 20 and 
create a leaf or poppy for Gateshead’s 
community wreath bearing the names 
of all the Gateshead men who made 
the ultimate sacrifice.

On Tuesday, 6 November, a little-known 
masterpiece of British documentary 
cinema will be shown at Gateshead 
Central Library. Called “The Battle of the 
Ancre and the Advance of The Tanks” 

(1917), the film documents the autumn 
and winter stages of the Somme 
campaign, including the first ever 
scenes of tanks in battle. Tickets cost £3 
and can be booked now.

Throughout November, every library 
in Gateshead will be displaying 

documents and 
images from 
the Imperial 
War Museum’s 
extensive 
collections. And 
at Gateshead 
Central Library 
the huge ‘River 
of Poppies’ 
created by 
Gateshead 
craft groups 

under the guidance of artist Susannah 
Pickering will be displayed. The piece is 
made of 1,700 hand-knitted poppies, 
each one commemorating a Gateshead 
man who gave his life in battle.

Gateshead’s Roll of Honour, listing the 
men from Gateshead who gave their 
lives in the war, will also be displayed.

More information about all of these 
events will be publicised nearer the time.

Looking back
• In 2014 Gateshead Council became 

an official Imperial War Museum 
Centenary Partner and over the 
past four years has worked with 
schools and community groups to 
remember local people who fell in 
the First World War. 

• The Gateshead Roll of Honour, 
listing men who gave their lives, 
was turned into a virtual book with 
software from the British Library, 
allowing people to turn the pages 
and search for relatives. 

• People from across Gateshead 
created a river of 1,700 knitted 
poppies, one for every Gateshead 
man who gave their life, which 
was installed at St Mary’s Heritage 
Centre. 

• In 2017, ancestry courses helped 
local people trace the role of their 
relatives in the war and talks, 
activity days and performances 
were held across libraries. 

• A display of images from the 
Imperial War Museum showing 
the role of women in the war was 
installed at St Mary’s in 2018.  

The horror of the Somme
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World Transplant Games  
- how you can get involved

Volunteering  
spotlight
Action for Children is one of the 
UK’s leading children’s charities, 
helping children achieve their full 
potential.

Its North East Independent Visitors 
Service matches volunteers with 
children and young people who 
live in residential or foster care and 
who have little contact with their 
families.  The service urgently needs 
volunteers to befriend a child or 
young person in the Gateshead 
area, and other parts of the North 
East too.

Anyone over 18 can volunteer.  No 
qualifications are necessary but you 
need to have a sense of humour, 
be patient, tolerant and be a good 
listener.  You’ll help the young 
person try new things and take part 
in things they enjoy from going 
to the cinema or a football match 
to shopping or eating out. Full 
training will be given and volunteer 
expenses, activity costs and mileage 
are covered.

If you have around four hours per 
month to spare and would like 
to make a difference in a child’s 
life, then please get in touch with 
Charlie Tolfrey or Jill Main on 
0191 272 4990 or email charles.
tolfrey@actionforchildren.org.uk

School catchment consultation 
The Council has launched a 
consultation on primary school 
catchment areas to see if any changes 
are needed. We are consulting with 
parents, schools, diocesan bodies, 
governing bodies and neighbouring 
local authorities.

Proposals will be available on the 
council’s website in both the council 
and democracy page and school 
admissions section of Education and 
Learning where comments can be 
made. 

The consultation is from Monday 
8 October 2018 to Friday 23 
November 2018. 

To take part in the consultation 
visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
catchmentsurvey.

Art Diamonds
Retired people in the borough are 
been given the chance to flex their 
creative muscle from this autumn 
thanks to a new project called Art 
Diamonds.

The two-year project will involve 
regular workshops taking place in 
libraries across Gateshead offering 
retired people the opportunity to try 
new artistic challenges from creative 
writing, painting, photography, craft 
and lots more.

You don’t have to be arty you just 
have to be willing to have a go at 
something supported by friendly 
artists. We’re having our first 

workshops in October, November 
and January, sessions will be free but 
you will need to book in advance.

Art Diamonds is supported by Arts 
Council England and the Baring 
Foundation working with Gateshead 
Council, 64 Million artists and 
Gateshead Older People’s Assembly.

If you’d like to get involved call 
Rachel Horton in the culture 
team on 0191 433 3864 or email 
rachelhorton@gateshead.gov.uk

When the World Transplant Games 
come to our area in August 2019, a key 
part of its success will be the hundreds 
of volunteers who take part and 
support this important event.

It may not be happening until next year, 
but we need to start recruiting now to 
make sure we have enough volunteers 
to cover all the roles that are available. 
As well as supporting events at the 
different venues across Gateshead and 
Newcastle, there are a range of things 
that we need volunteers to do:

• Translators
• General event volunteers

• Social event volunteers

• Sport specific volunteers

• Communications and branding 
volunteers

• Registration volunteers

As a volunteer, you’ll be given the 
relevant training  and will receive 
a branded volunteering t-shirt and 
refreshment and food will be provided 
when required.  

You will also get the chance, when you 
are not volunteering, to be part of the 
audience cheering the athletes along. 

If you are interested, you need to register with us by going online at www.
gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering and complete an expression of interest form.  
If you are already a registered volunteer with Gateshead Council and would like 
to take part in this event please email volunteering@gateshead.gov.uk
You can find out more about the World Transplant Games on page 30.
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Minister visits PROTO:  
The Emerging Technology Centre
Margot James MP, Minister of State for 
the Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport was in our area in 
August to see for herself some of 
the latest innovation facilities and 
businesses boosting the North East’s 
growing digital economy.

She was treated to a behind the scenes 
look at PROTO in advance of its official 
opening this month (September) at 
Baltic Quarter.

The minister was welcomed to 
Gateshead by Digital Catapult’s Jeremy 
Silver; Sunderland Software City’s David 
Dunn; and Gateshead Council’s Sheena 
Ramsey and Cabinet Member for the 
Economy, Councillor John Adams.

Dedicated

Councillor Adams said: “We already 
have a really good cluster of serious 
digital companies and the most 
amazing tech talent in Gateshead. 
PROTO, Europe’s first dedicated facility 
for emerging technology, will give 
businesses of any size, from any sector, 
the opportunity to explore digital 
solutions to help their businesses grow 

and develop.  For example, if you’re a 
new retailer you might test augmented 
reality to determine what buyers look at 
in a shop and what their eyes are drawn 
to, helping with product placement.

“Access to this kit is usually very 
expensive but we’re offering an 

affordable alternative. The council is 
very supportive of start-ups accessing 
this technology to digitalise their own 
business.”

For more information about PROTO 
contact alexcook@gateshead.gov.uk  
or visit www.proto.co.uk

Cllr John Adams (Cabinet Member for Economy), Margot James MP, Sheena Ramsey  
(Chief Executive Gateshead Council) and Jeremy Silver (Chief Executive Digital Catapult)

New development 
at Follingsby Max
Planning permission has 
been granted to Highgrove 
Group for the development 
of up to 2.5 million sq ft of 
new, high bay distribution/
industrial accommodation at 
a site immediately south of 
the successful Follingsby Max 
Industrial development in 
Gateshead. 

Council Leader Martin Gannon 
said: “The development of this site 
by Highgrove is fantastic news. It 
will play a key part in supporting 
the region’s economic growth 
strategy and cement Follingsby 
Max’s reputation as the premier 
distribution park in the North East.”

Gateshead digital companies in top 50 
Atomhawk and Maadigital have been 
named in Creative England’s top 50 
most creative firms in the country. 

This annual top 50 list celebrates the 
achievements of the best up and 
coming, innovative individuals and 
companies across film, games and 
digital tech.

Based at Northern Design Centre, 
Baltic Quarter, next to Gateshead 
Quays, the two companies are part 

of a cluster of creative organisations 
that enable collaboration, knowledge-
sharing and commercialisation of 
ideas between tenants, partners and 
educational institutions.

For more information visit  
www.creativeengland.co.uk  
To find out more about  
Atomhawk and Maadigital go to  
www.atomhawk.com and  
www.maadigital.co.uk

We want to hear from you - business survey
Are you a Gateshead based freelancer, startup or SME? If so, we want to 
hear from you! Fill in the short survey and be in with a chance of winning a 
dedicated desk in one of our business centres. T&Cs apply  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/business
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Better health at work award
Local employers are being urged 
to make their workplace a healthier 
place to be by taking part in the 
‘Better Health at Work’ initiative.  

A healthy workplace has 
considerable benefits for both 
employers and employees such 
as less absenteeism, increased 
productivity and improved 
performance. 

Developed by the NHS and public 
health specialists, the North East 
Better Health at Work Award is free to 
all companies and organisations who 
want to participate. 

There are three levels to the award 
Bronze, Silver and Gold which each 
level taking approximately one year. 

Examples of what you have to 
achieve at Bronze level include:

• training at least two health 
advocates (free training is 
provided)

• carrying out a health needs 
assessment of staff

• delivering a minimum of three 
health campaigns/events

• promoting positive mental health 
and well-being

If you would like to take part in the 
award or get further information, 
please contact Neil Kilgour on 
0191 433 3975. Or visit:  
www.betterhealthatworkne.org

Startup Week festival 
comes to Gateshead
They say the early bird gets the worm. 
Well, if you are a local entrepreneur 
looking to start up or grow a business, 
you need to know about a great event 
coming to our area in May 2019 in order 
to secure your place at a reduced price.

The annual Newcastle Startup Week 
festival returns for a third time in 2019 
on both sides of the Tyne. This five-
day entrepreneurship and innovation 
festival begins on Monday, 13 May with 
an ‘Inspiration Day’ at The Boiler Shop 
on Stephenson Quarter in Newcastle 
followed on Tuesday, 14 May with a 
‘Getting Started’ event at St Mary’s 
Heritage Centre in Gateshead. The rest 
of the week’s events will be based at 
various venues across the city.

Founder and organiser Paul Lancaster 
said: “Despite the name, Newcastle 
Startup Week is all about celebrating 
local business success stories from 
across the North East. As a Gateshead 
lad who still lives in the borough, I’m 
delighted that we will be running 
events on both sides of the Tyne in 2019 
and hope to see even more people 

from south of the river coming along 
next year.

“Gateshead Council has always been 
very forward thinking when it comes 
to supporting new and emerging 
businesses, art and culture. We’re 
excited to be working with them on 
making the event even bigger and 
better in 2019 and helping to grow the 
local economy together.”

Find out more and book your 
Early Bird ticket for just £50 at 
newcastlestartupweek.com

Cllr John Adams meets Startup Week 
founder Paul Lancaster

Gateshead  
Innovation Village
An innovative housing scheme 
in Gateshead will see potential 
residents taking part in a live 
research project to test a range of 
modern methods of construction 
including modular houses, green 
and smart technology - all on one 
site.

Located near Gateshead 
International Stadium, Gateshead 
Innovation Village will feature 
40 modular homes constructed 
alongside traditionally built houses 
so potential buyers can compare 
the quality of both types of house. 

The scheme, which is the first of 
its kind in the UK, aims to find out 
what potential residents think 
about modern housebuilding 
methods such as modular homes 
(which are built off site and can 
be constructed in half the time of 
more traditional houses).

All the homes on the site will 
be offered at affordable rents 
(with some available to buy) and 
residents will have the opportunity 
to trial and test a wide range of 
smart technology products and 
green energy solutions.

Cabinet Member for Housing 
Councillor Malcolm Brain said:  
“We welcome this project to build 
around 40 innovative modular 
homes for affordable rent in 
Gateshead, especially at a time 
when affordable housing is a big 
issue.  Modular housing has huge 
potential to speed up the delivery 
of new homes and we look 
forward to showcasing the best 
designs here in Gateshead.”

The project is being backed by 
Home Group, Homes England and 
development partner ENGIE.

For more information go to  
www.homegroup.org.uk

Want Council news  
in large print?
We can sort that for you.  
0191 433 3444.
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Back to work after 35 years 
Gateshead resident, Sharon Swaddle 
(pictured) is back to work after 
being unemployed for 35 years. 
Sharon secured employment with 
Teleperformance which has two sites 
in the borough (Baltic Place and Tyne 
River View House) after starting the 
council’s ‘Links to Work’ employment 
programme. Her biggest barriers 
were lack of experience and 
confidence but with the support 
of her employment advisors and 
Teleperformance she secured a full-
time job.   

Jo Jones, Resource and Relations 
Executive at Teleperformance 
said: “Teleperformance have 
been working in partnership with 
Gateshead Council since 2016, 
and formed an excellent working 
relationship, of mutual benefit. We 
have joined forces to create the “Big 
Bang” assessment centre, which 
offers on the spot interviews to 
candidates seeking employment, 
regardless of experience. Through 
this event alone, 150 job seekers 
have started in our business, and this 
number continues to rise.

“We first met Sharon at one of our Big 
Bang events, as she was looking for 
a customer service role in her local 
area. Unfortunately, Sharon did not 
meet the requirements of the role we 
were recruiting for at that time, and 
was advised that we would keep her 
contact details on file. Fast forward 

a few months, a suitable position 
became available, and we contacted 
Sharon to offer a start date. 

“Sharon started in May 2018, and 
has settled into the role very well, 
proving to be an excellent addition 
to the business.” 

If you are a Gateshead business 
looking for recruitment support 
please contact Claire Cook today 
to see how we can support 
you on 0191 433 3075 or email 
clairecook@gateshead.gov.uk

If you are unemployed and 
would benefit from employment 
support, then please contact our 
Employment Services team today 
on0191 490 9480.

For current opportunities with 
Teleperformance, please visit 
www.teleperformanceukcareers.
co.uk

The Old Town Hall in Gateshead is set 
to become a visitor attraction following 
an agreement between the council and 
Dinosauria Ltd who will take on the 
lease of the 120-year-old building and 
develop the site.

A multi-million-pound investment 
programme will create The Unnatural 
History Museum within the Old Town 
Hall creating around 90 jobs. The Grade II 
listed building will get a makeover whilst 
maintaining its character.

This family-friendly museum will feature 
a collection of interactive exhibits made 
up of mythical monsters, legendary 

beasts and magical artefacts 
from Greek and Roman 
mythology offering fans of 
all ages who love fantasy, 
folklore and science fiction a 
unique experience.  

Council Leader Martin 
Gannon said: “The Unnatural 
History Museum will bring 
new life to central Gateshead, 
creating new jobs and 
opportunities for residents 
whilst boosting the economy 
both locally and regionally.”

JOBS AND ECONOMY

The Unnatural History Museum 

FREE business 
course for  
Gateshead women 
Local Women Local Enterprise, 
a project by The Millin Charity, 
will be delivering an exciting 
new course for women to learn 
how to make money from selling 
their own products or services. 
This might include crafts items, 
food products, health and beauty 
treatments etc. Participants will 
learn how to prepare their product 
or service for sale and how to get 
started with taking it to market.

This FREE course includes:

• 6 x 2-hour sessions (Tuesdays 
& Fridays 10am-12noon at 
Gateshead Civic Centre starting 
2 October)

• A stall at a winter market in 
Gateshead (November)

• 1 x 2-hour preparation session 
(before the market)

•  1 x 2-hour follow up session

Enrol at Gateshead Civic Centre 
on Tuesday 25 September from 
10am-12noon. Get in touch to 
book a place on this session by 
contacting 

admin@themillincharity.co.uk

0191 272 5115

www.themillincharity.co.uk/
whats-on

Exciting: Tony Beddard (Dinosauria Ltd) and  
Cllr Martin Gannon
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Read well to stay well
The 2018 Reading Well for mental 
health book list - which consists of 38 
titles - is now available at Gateshead 
libraries.

Free to borrow and reserve, the books 
offer invaluable support to people with 
mental health needs and their carers 
who are at increased risk of loneliness.

This national scheme spearheaded 
by The Reading Agency, has been 
supported by Gateshead Libraries.    

Covering a range of issues from stress 
to body image, anger to bereavement, 
obsessions and compulsions to post-
natal depression, this powerful book list 
also includes personal stories penned 
by bestselling and highly regarded 
authors.   

These include Sathnam Sanghera 
whose father and eldest sister had 

schizophrenia. This inspired his touching 
Sunday Times bestselling memoir, 
which was adapted for television ‘The 
Boy with the Topknot’. Other books 
available include Ruby Wax’s   
‘A Mindfulness Guide for the Frazzled’ 
and Matt Haig’s ‘Reasons to Stay Alive’. 

To find out more about this scheme 
vist www.readingagency.org.uk  
or ask at your local library about the 
books available.

Sexual health awareness
One of the first appointments for Gateshead’s new Mayor Councillor Jill Green was to visit 
Trinity Square recently, to find out first-hand about the sexual health services available to 
the community (including the many students who live nearby).  

South Tyneside NHS Foundation Trust which provides Gateshead Sexual Health service, 
set up an information stall in the square to raise awareness of what’s on offer.  

The Mayor also met with representatives from Trinity Square’s student halls, sexual health 
and student health teams as well as Tesco Pharmacy.

HEALTH MATTERS

Fighting the  
superbugs
Superbugs are on the 
rise getting more  
and more resistant to  
our soldiers - the antibiotics.

Gateshead Council and the 
infection control team from the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital are 
leading the way in Gateshead 
to fight the battle against these 
superbugs.

To find out what they are 
doing and how you can help, 
come along to Gateshead Civic 
Centre on Thursday, 18 October 
between 10am to 3pm.  

Everyone is welcome and you 
can test your hand hygiene in 
the glow tent and perhaps talk 
to Anti (and Uncle) biotic!

World Mental Health Day
October 10 is World Mental Health Day 
organised by The World Federation for 
Mental Health.  This year’s focus is all 
about young people and the challenges 
they face in a changing world.

To celebrate the positive steps we 
can all take to improve our mental 
wellbeing, a free event will take place at 
the Shipley Art Gallery from 11am-3pm 
on Wednesday, 10 October.  Around 30 
organisations will be on hand to give 
advice and support on ways to improve 
your mental health and wellbeing.   
This event is free and will include food 
and refreshments as well as live music 
mental health themed activities and 
taster sessions.

Every year one adult in four, along with 
one child in ten, will have a mental health 
issue. The stigma attached to mental 
health also makes it more difficult for 
those affected to pursue help. According 
to UK estimates, only about one-fourth 
of those with mental health problems 
undergo ongoing treatment.

Awareness

Cabinet Member for Health, Councillor 
Mary Foy, said: “Gateshead World 
Mental Health Day celebration is an 
opportunity for members of the public, 
service users, carers and mental health 
focused organisations to join in a 
fun-filled event which also promotes 

awareness of 
issues related to 
mental health and 
recovery. 

“Although mental health should be a 
focus for all of us every day it is right 
that the mental health community 
comes together with the rest of the 
world on 10 October and celebrates 
the work being done and discussing 
how we can move things forward and 
improve services.”

For more details contact Mish 
Loraine at Gateshead Mental Health 
User Voice on 0191 477 7381 or 
email mloraine@mhm.org.uk
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Take up the ‘Stoptober’ challenge - the 
28-day challenge that helps smokers to 
stop smoking.

If you smoke around 20 cigarettes per 
day, you are not only damaging your 
health but your bank balance too as 
your habit is costing you over £300 a 
month. 

Held every October, Stoptober 
encourages people who want to stop 
smoking to give up their cigarettes 
for 28 days.  By doing this you are five 
times more likely to quit for good.

Fewer people in Gateshead smoke than 
ever before. If you smoke, and you’d like 
to quit, it’s never been easier. Top 
tips to help you include:

Set your 28-day quit date 

Do everything you can 
to avoid even a single 
puff on a cigarette. 
Surprising as it may 

seem you are better off stopping 
abruptly, not trying to gradually cut 
down. Research has found that when 
smokers stop abruptly they are more 
likely to succeed.

Speak to a Stop Smoking Advisor
They can increase your chances of 
stopping by 300 per cent, find the right 
medicine to make it easier to stop, and 
provide support for up to 12 weeks. 
Ask to see them at your doctors or local 
pharmacy.

Get the app
The NHS Smokefree app can help you 
with daily support and motivation.  
Go to www.nhs.uk/tools

If you’re not ready to give up nicotine 
entirely, try vaping. Vaping is 95 per cent 

safer than smoking and can 
help you to stop entirely. If you 
do vape, don’t smoke.

HEALTH MATTERS

Gateshead investing in dementia care
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Gateshead investing more than 
£750,000 in Cragside Court - a mental 
health unit for older patients with 
dementia.

One of the key aims of the planned 
improvements is to help reduce the 
tension, anxiety and challenging 
behaviour that can often accompany 
serious dementia by providing a much 
more comfortable and stimulating 
environment.  With this is mind, the 
unit will feature artwork and a range 
of objects that help patients uncover 
memories and reminisce about times in 
their past. 

Other practical improvements will see 
better lighting and flooring, dementia 
friendly signage and the provision of all 
single sex rooms with ensuite toilets.

Chief executive Ian Renwick said: “This 
is a really important investment for the 
hospital that we know will really benefit 
some of our most vulnerable patients. 
It’s the culmination of a great deal of 
work by our staff who are passionate 
about driving improvements in the care 
we are able to provide for people with 
dementia.”

Chief executive Ian Renwick and nurse Kelly 
Chequer with staff from Cragside Court

Want to save £300 a month?
Diabetes 
prevention 
programme 
Around 200,000 people in England 
are diagnosed every year with Type 
2 diabetes, which can lead to sight 
loss, kidney failure, heart attacks 
and strokes. As well as the human 
cost, Type 2 diabetes treatment 
accounts for just under 9 per 
cent of the annual NHS budget – 
around £8.8 billion a year.

But you can significantly reduce 
your risk of developing this 
condition by making simple 
lifestyle changes.

So as part of an NHS diabetes 
prevention programme, five 
GP practices in are currently 
running a trial programme to test 
out the process for identifying 
who is at risk in their areas and 
referring them onto a behaviour 
change programme.  These 
are Teams Medical Practice, 
Teams, Glenpark Medical Centre, 
Dunston, Whickham Health 
Centre, Sunniside Surgery and 
Chainbridge Medical Partnership 
in Blaydon.

Over the course of nine months, 
group sessions will help their 
patients achieve a healthy weight, 
improve nutrition and increase 
their levels of physical activity. 

From January next year, this 
programme will be available to 
all GP practices in the borough 
allowing more people at risk to 
take the course and reduce their 
risk of getting Type 2 diabetes.

For more information speak to 
your local GP or visit  
www.england.nhs.uk/diabetes/

Time to get ‘appy’
Healthwatch Gateshead is here to 
make sure that the voice of patients, 
carers and the public is heard by the 
people who plan and provide local 
social care and health services.

Its new app for smartphones and 
tablets makes rating and reviewing 
local health and social care services, 
celebrating great care and keeping in 
touch with Healthwatch even easier.

The app is free and 
available now. Just 
search for ‘Healthwatch Gateshead’ 
in Google Play or download on the 
App Store. 
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News in brief
Blaydon ward surgeries 

If you live in Blaydon ward, your 
councillors surgery times have 
changed as follows: Last Saturday of 
the month at Blaydon Library 10am-
10.30am and 1-2pm at Westacres 
Community Lounge on the first 
Monday of the month in February, 
April, June, October and December 
(except August, Christmas and Bank 
Holidays).

New contact number

If you need to contact Councillor 
Buckley (LAB) who represents Ryton, 
Crookhill and Stella ward please call 
his mobile number: 07718 696 514.

Pelaw Youth Centre

Pelaw Youth Centre, which closed 
in December last year, re-opened 
in September as the new home of 
Lawnmowers Theatre Company - a 
theatre company run by and for 
people with learning disabilities.  It 
hopes to extend its activities and 
welcomes any views or suggestions 
from local people.  Call them on 
0191 478 9200 or email info@
thelawnmowers.co.uk

Heritage Open Days

Check out what’s happening 
this September in your area this 
September as part of Heritage Open 
Days – England’s largest free festival 
of history and culture. Go to  
www.heritageopendays.org.uk  
for more details.

Digital Voice for Communities

Digital Voice for Communities is 
celebrating its 10th anniversary on 
Tuesday, 9 October 4-6 pm at its base 
in Chopwell Community Centre. 
They will be screening and exhibiting 
pieces from some of the projects 
they have helped disadvantaged 
communities produce, such as the 
award-winning DigitalMe project 
with Gateshead Council. Free digital 
workshops for professionals and the 
public are also available. Contact Julie 
Nicholson julie@digitalvoice.org.uk 
07905737393 or visit  
www.digitalvoice.org.uk

Resident receives MBE
Winlaton Mill resident Nicola Clark 
(pictured) was awarded the MBE in the 
New Year’s Honours list for services to 
business and the community in the 
North East.   

Nicola had been nominated by 
work colleagues at HM Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC).

On hearing about the award, Nicola 
said: “I was utterly humbled and 
that feeling has never quite left me, 
increasing tenfold as I attended my 
investiture in June.  

“Seeing the inside of Buckingham 
Palace is a memory that will be forever 
in my mind, and being presented with 
the award by Her Majesty The Queen, 
made the occasion all the more special. 

“I don’t regard this award as mine alone; 
when it comes to work within HMRC, 
I work with some outstanding people 
whose work is beyond measure, and 
often can’t be shared wider due to 
confidentiality purposes.  

“In terms of the community, I’m a 
very small cog in a far larger wheel of 
volunteers in Winlaton Mill who give up 
their free time to try and make where 
we live, a better place. Due to the work 
of Dawn Bradley, Judy Knight, Mike 
Rewcastle, Valerie Gray and Sue Moore, 
to name just a few, my community is far 
richer for it.”

New Aldi store opening soon
Work on the new Aldi store in Wrekenton is well underway on the former Co-op 
site on the corner of Old Durham Road.  Around 30 jobs will be created as a result.  
An opening date is to be confirmed but is expected shortly....watch this space.

Unlicensed waste collector’s vehicle seized
Enforcement Officers from 
Gateshead Council, with support 
from Northumbria Police seized yet 
another vehicle suspected of being 
involved in illegal waste and scrap 
collection across the region.

The vehicle was picked up in Chester-
le-Street following complaints 
from Bensham residents. Many 
had complained that scrap from 
people’s premises was being taken 
and loaded into the vehicle, often 
without permission, by driving down 
lanes with someone on the roof 
looking over the walls.

However, with the help of the public, 
officers tracked down the owner and 
his vehicle was then seized.

If you need to use a waste/scrap 
metal collector you should always 
check that they are authorised to 
collect waste.  You can do this at:  
https://environment.data.gov.uk

For bulky waste collections by the 
council go to www.gateshead.gov.
uk/bulkywaste or call 0191 433 
7000. 
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Resident receives MBE

Litter pick
Thank you to the volunteers 
who took part in the Our Villages 
litter pick in Greenside in June 
so the village was clean and tidy 
before the annual parading of the 
Greenside Banner en-route to the 
Durham Miners’ Gala. 

If you live in Greenside or 
Crawcrook and would like to 
know more about the Our 
Villages group and how you 
might get involved go to  
www.ourvillages.org.uk

Teddies for toddlers
There’s been a lot happening at Lobley 
Hill Communty Centre recently – with 
the centre’s volunteers taking the lead.

The Knit and Natter group has been 
busy creating a colourful range of 
knitted teddy bears which have a very 
serious purpose as project officer at 
the centre Christine Cowans explained: 
“When the police attend incidents it 
can be very upsetting and confusing for 
young children who are caught up in 
trauma of the event. 

“These teddies are a good way of 
distracting the child and help to calm 
them down.  So our regular knit and 
natter group were very happy to get 
their knitting needles out and create a 
range of teddies in all sizes and colours.”

The teddies were handed over to the 
police at a special event held during 
Gateshead Volunteers’ Month in June. 
Chief Inspector Nicola Wearing and 
PCSO Sean Routledge together with 
Danielle Wylde from Victims First came 
along to accept the teddies.  The event 
also showcased the work of other 

groups at the centre from the art group 
to the ukulele group.

New credit union

New to the centre is the volunteer-led 
credit union which offers local people 
a great way to save and borrow money. 
Credit union volunteers will be at 
the centre on Wednesdays, initially 
between 10 and 11am, however the 
opening hours will increase if demand 
is sufficient.

Lunch at Lobley

If you live in the area why not pop into 
the centre for lunch sometime? On the 
third Tuesday of every month, a two-
course lunch is provided by volunteers 
often accompanied by a raffle, bingo or 
some event.  Aimed at older people, but 
all are welcome.  

For more information about what’s 
going on at Lobley Hill Community 
Centre, pop in or call 0191 464 0004.

Lobley Hill Community Centre Knit and Natter group with some of the colourful bears

Rewarded for making a difference

Gateshead social enterprise Harvest 
and Help has scooped the ‘Making 
a Difference’ award at the National 
Learning Disabilities and Autism Awards.

Harvest and Help is a gardening and 
grounds maintenance service run by 
an enthusiastic team of people with 
learning disabilities and autism and 
supported by Gateshead Council.

Based at an allotment in Kibblesworth, 
the team members grow plants and 

vegetables, make hanging baskets, 
garden ornaments, bird boxes and 
attend sales events in the community.

The award recognises Harvest and 
Help’s role in supporting people with 
learning disabilities and autism to 
become self-employed gardeners.

For more information on Harvest  
and Help contact Karen Martin on  
07946 360 096 or email 
karenmartin@gateshead.gov.uk

Voluntary and 
community groups!
Check out help and resources 
available to you.

www.gateshead.gov.uk/
volunteering
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War heroes honoured

Edward C Charlton from Winlaton, was a guardsman in the  
2nd Battalion, Irish Guards during the Second World War.  
On 21 April 1945 in Wistedt Germany, the tank he was driving  
was hit.  To protect troops and infantry he took the machine 
gun from the tank, firing from the hip inflicting heavy German 
casualties despite being wounded. 

He later died aged 24, of his wounds, and was awarded a 
posthumous VC.

Lance Corporal Frederick Dobson of the 2nd Battalion, 
Coldstream Guards received his Victoria Cross for volunteering 
to go out under heavy fire to bring in two wounded men at 
Chavonne in France on 28 September 1914.  

Frederick survived the war and died in Newcastle in November 
1935 never having recovered fully from his war wounds.

Private Thomas Young of the 9th Battalion Durham Light 
Infantry served as a stretcher bearer on the Western Front and 
was twice wounded before he gained the Victoria Cross for his 
bravery between 25 and 31 March 1918 at Bucquoy in France.  

He returned to High Spen to work as a miner at High Spen 
Colliery and died in Whickham aged 71 in October 1966.

Creative Chopwell
Local artists, musicians, craft and 
creative groups working with the 
wider community across Chopwell are 
at the heart of a new project about 
to be launched in Chopwell which 
aims to improve the wellbeing of local 
people.

They are being asked to unleash their 
creative know how to improve the 
health of people with mental health 

issues with financial support from the 
Well Newcastle Gateshead Arts Fund.

The first step on this creative journey 
took place in July at Chopwell 
Community Centre with many local 
groups and organisations coming 
together to share what they already 
do, and what they could do in the 
future to improve the wellbeing of 
people with mental health issues.

From this event and future events 
involving the creative community 

in Chopwell, a range of projects and 
ideas will be put forward to the arts 
fund in order to get them off the 
ground.

If you are involved in a local arts 
group in Chopwell or want to know 
more about this project please 
contact Mark Mulqueen at mark@
bluestoneconsortium.org.uk

The project is managed by Blue Stone Consortium 
and funded by Newcastle and Gateshead Councils 
and Public Health England.

Barley Mow hand-over complete
Barley Mow Village Hall has become 
the final community centre managed 
by Gateshead Council to be handed 
over to its management committee 
to run.

Independent
Over the last five years, the council 
has leased more than 20 community 
centres to local community 
organisations, allowing local people 
to operate them independently and 
with minimal council support.

In August, the management 
committee at Barley Mow Village 
Hall signed a lease that puts them 
in full control of one of the largest 
community centres in Gateshead. 
It was the culmination of over two 
years of hard work helping the 
management committee to prepare 
for the transfer of the lease.

Councillor Neil Weatherley (pictured) 
hands over the keys of the building to 
Barley Mow’s chairman Ricky Forster.

Blue plaques honouring three local 
soldiers who each received the Victoria 
Cross for bravery will shortly be in place 
in High Spen and Winlaton.

Two plaques will take pride of place 
in the memorial garden at High Spen 
Primary school to Thomas Young and 
Frederick Dobson who fought during 
WW1.  

The unveiling of the two plaques 
will take place at the school on 

Sunday, 4 November, 11am.  
For more information email 

highspencommunity@
gmail.com

The third 
plaque for WW2 
soldier Edward 

C Charlton will 
be unveiled on 

Saturday,  
20 October, 2pm at 
Winlaton Community 
Centre.
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Viva volunteering
On a sunny day in June, Friends of 
Felling Park and Town Centre took 52 
students and six teachers under their 
wing as part of a volunteering day. 

The students, all girls, from the Ateres 
High School in Felling Park joined ten 
of the Friends group to take part in a 
range of activities from litter picking, 
weeding, planting flowers - even 
enjoying a game of bowls on the 
bowling green.  

The feedback from the pupils and 
teachers was really positive as Deputy 

Head at the school, Rabbi Shmuel 
Rosenthal explained: “Everyone at 
the school is firmly committed to 
embedding in its students the virtues 
of contributing to the local community. 
This was a great way to demonstrate 
this commitment. Our students derive 
benefits from Felling Park and this 
inspired them to contribute something 
in return.

“The students and teachers had a great 
time, along with the volunteers who 
shared information about the park, the 

bowling green, the history, the wildlife 
and the trees and plants.”

For more information about 
the Friends of Felling Park and 
Town Centre please contact Dave 
Fawcett on 07949 338 813 or 
friendsoffellingpark@gmail.com

Making a difference
If you are a local business and want to offer your employees the chance to 
volunteer and make a difference – you can.   Take your lead from council officers 
who work for our educationGateshead service. 

They volunteered as a team to help spruce up the communal lounge at Kays 
Cottages in Windy Nook – one of the sheltered housing schemes managed by 
Gateshead Housing Company.

They painted and decorated the communal lounge and helped tidy up the 
garden as well much to the delight of residents.

If you would like to give 
your employees the chance 
to volunteer, please contact 
Kate Marshall, Volunteer 
Co-ordinator on  
0191 433 3255 or email  
katemarshall@gateshead.
gov.uk or visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
volunteering

Invitation to World Café Event in Birtley
Gateshead Council and Northumbria 
Police working closely with the 
Birtley Community Partnership 
invite residents from Birtley to 
attend a World Café event at Birtley 
Community Centre on Thursday,  
27 September, 6-8pm.

Several small, café-style tables to 
seat eight to ten people will be set 
out and food and refreshments 
will be available. The event is being 
organised to get people talking, 
come up with ideas and solutions on 

challenging issues, helping to identify 
common themes and bring about 
new insights.

Residents attending on the night will 
be asked three questions which can 
be introduced as starter; main course 
and dessert (the main course being 
the most searching question).

For more information contact 
Brian Kielty on 0191 433 3024 
briankielty@gateshead.gov.uk

Guide dogs
Guide dogs do an amazing job for 
their owners and local people and 
school children recently got an 
insight into just what they do.

As part of a council led awareness 
raising project, Louise Thompson 
with her dog Melly from the 
Gateshead and District branch of 
Guide Dogs for the Blind joined 
Maureen Southern, a puppy 
trainer with her current puppy in 
training - Willow.

They met with residents who 
attend Edberts House and pupils 
from Colegate, The Drive, Falla 
Park and Branding Primary schools 
to explain how guide dogs are 
trained, and to find out more 
about what it’s like to be visually 
impaired.

To find out more about 
supporting the charity, 
volunteering, and lots more go 
to www.guidedogs.org.uk
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Help us to help you
With the schools going back, it’s often a time that illness hits. You can help the NHS by taking action 
to keep you well and avoid you having to go to hospital. 

Cold weather increases the number of people becoming seriously ill, particularly those that are older 
or who have long-term health conditions. 

The NHS is always there for those who need it, but there are things we can all do to take care of 
ourselves. Here are some recommendations to help you. 

Dr Mark Dornan  
Gateshead GP and Chair of Newcastle Gateshead CCG

NHS NEWS ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Staying well over winter

If you do become unwell the NHS can support you 
in many ways: 

Information available via NHS Choices - www.nhs.uk 
which has a range of information to help you manage your 
conditions and can tell you about local services.

Pharmacies: If you start to feel unwell, even if it’s a cough or 
a cold, don’t wait until it gets serious, seek advice from your 
pharmacist. Pharmacists are experts in the use of medicines 
and you don’t need an appointment to see one.

GP Practices: If you’re worried about a persistent cough or 
cold, speak to your practice who will be able to advise you 
on the best course of action for your symptoms. Remember, 
you normally don’t need antibiotics. Taking antibiotics 
encourages bacteria to become resistant, meaning 
antibiotics may not work when you really need them.

If your practice is closed always call 111 rather than 
turning up at A&E or walk-in centres, unless it is a medical 
emergency. The range of options is much greater and there 
is more they can offer you this way. This can include a GP 
appointment even when your practice is closed.

If you do have to go to get help, you can access the waiting 
times at for A&E at the QE and Blaydon Urgent Treatment 
Centre online here: http://www.qegateshead.nhs.uk/
livewaitingtimes so you know where you can be seen 
quickest.

Following these simple tips can help you get the best 
care and help the NHS better serve you.

Get the flu vaccination - you are eligible for the free flu jab if you are pregnant, a carer, aged 65 or over or have certain long-
term health conditions. Children aged 2 or 3 are also eligible. Your practice will usually contact you when they have the flu 
vaccine available.

Wrap up warm and heat your home to at least 18 degree. For every one degree that the temperature drops below five 
degrees, the NHS sees a 10 per cent rise in elderly people presenting with breathing problems and almost a one per cent 
increase in emergency admissions.  

 

Get help from your 
pharmacist or GP.

Find out more at  
urgentoremergency.co.uk  

or call 111

&Colds
Coughs?

Winter press ads 240x152mm.indd   3 19/01/2017   12:17
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Future of Blaydon GP practice secured
The future of Blaydon GP practice has been secured for the next 10 years.
CBC Health Ltd has been awarded the contract to care for patients at Blaydon GP Practice from 1 October 2018 by NHS Newcastle 
Gateshead Clinical Commissioning Group, CBC Health, which was set up by GPs in Gateshead, currently operates this Shibdon 
Road-based practice under a short-term contract but can now plan ahead for the next decade.

Patients who are registered at Blaydon GP Practice do not need to take any action and can continue to use the practice as normal. 

Helpful websites
Here’s some handy websites you can look at to help 
you get the healthcare you need:

• www.nhs.co.uk – for local services and for 
information about managing conditions.

• www.patient.co.uk – a wealth of leaflets about how 
various conditions can be managed.

The Great North 
Care Record
The Great North Care Record provides a way to share 
medical information across the providers of NHS 
services in the North East and North Cumbria. For non-
emergencies it can only be accessed by authorised 
healthcare workers with your permission.  This means 
if you agree to it, those caring for you can access some 
of the up to date detailed information from your GP 
record about your diagnoses, medications and hospital 
admissions. 

Information is only accessed with your permission, 
unless there is an emergency. If you would prefer to 
opt out, either contact your GP or visit the website 
www.greatnorthcarerecord.org or phone 0344 811 
9587.

 
Get prepared by  

updating  
your medicines  
and first aid kit.

Find out more at  
urgentoremergency.co.uk  

aid kit

What’s in
your first ?

Get involved
The Patient Public Carer Engagement Forum has been set up to give you an 
opportunity to engage with us, to help share, improve and develop local 
NHS services.  

The next Patient Public Carer Engagement Forum takes place on 

Monday 26 November 2018, 2-5pm in Bewicks B, 
Gateshead Civic Centre.  

Please contact Jayne Lofthouse on 0191 217 2807  
or email jayne.lofthouse1@nhs.net to book a place.

For further info on the forums please go to  
http://www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/
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Finding the time to exercise with a new 
baby is tough. Yet post pregnancy, so 
many women are desperate to restart 
their exercise regime and regain lost 
fitness. 

 This was the challenge facing Lyndsay 
King, from Hebburn. Prior to the birth 
of her son, Charlie in July 2017, Lyndsay 
enjoyed frequent work-outs. She said: “I 
was desperate to get back to exercising 
as it is something I have always enjoyed, 
both to keep fit and for my mental 
well-being, but I didn’t want to be apart 
from Charlie”. Then she discovered GO 
Gateshead’s Buggy Bootcamp.

Improve

Buggy Bootcamp is a one-hour 
fitness class where your baby is a 
key part of the work-out. Led by 
qualified instructors, the sessions take 
you through a range of exercises of 
gradually increasing intensity, with 
bursts of cardiovascular and strength 
training exercises to help you regain 
posture and improve fitness levels 
affected by pregnancy and birth; and all 
with your little one right by your side.

Lyndsay added: “The uniqueness of 
Buggy Bootcamp is being able to take 
your baby along with you while getting 

back into shape post-pregnancy. You 
are encouraged to take it at your own 
pace and work as hard as you’re able; 
saying that, it is a challenge, but you’re 
given plenty of encouragement along 
the way. Peter Mulholland, one of the 
GO Gateshead coaches who leads 
the sessions has helped me with safe 
exercise techniques and his instruction 
post pregnancy has been excellent.

“I’ve lost the baby weight and probably 
exceeded my previous fitness level. It 

gives me great confidence achieving 
this alongside people in the same 
situation, everyone who takes part get 
along really well, and it’s great to be 
able to share your experiences of being 
a new mam.”

Buggy Bootcamp takes place each 
week at Gateshead Leisure Centre 
and Birtley Leisure Centre, and is free 
to GO Gateshead members. For more 
information visit www.gogateshead.
com/buggybootcamp

OUT AND ABOUT

Buggy bootcamp

Lyndsay King (centre) enjoying GO Gateshead’s Buggy Bootcamp fitness class

Walking sports
Who said you must run around in sport? The fun isn’t always 
the pace of it, but the skill and the people you play with. Our 
walking sports are a brilliant way for anyone, whatever age and 
ability to get active without putting too much strain on joints, 
as well as meeting new likeminded friends.

Walking sports available with GO Gateshead include:

Walking netball - It is netball, but at a much slower pace, and 
with adapted rules. At Birtley Leisure Centre, Wednesdays,  
10-11am.

Walking football - It is the beautiful game, but not quite as 
you know it. Played with rule changes to slow everything down 
and avoid injuries. At Birtley Leisure Centre, Tuesdays, 3-4pm.

Walking multi-sports -Try your hand a range of sports, all with 
the pace turned down. Mini tennis, table tennis, badminton, new-age kurling, basketball, and more. At the Elgin Centre, Carr 
Hill, Wednesdays, 10-11am.

You don’t need to book for our walking sports, just turn up and play. For more details: www.gogateshead.com/
walkingsports

Walking netball, photo courtesy of The Northern Echo
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Yes, it’s back for the 33rd year - our 
family day of building and banging, 
creating and constructing.

This year’s theme is ‘Around the World 
in 80 Days’ and we want you to take us 
around the world just like Phileas Fogg 
with your sculpture making.

Could you make a hot air balloon? 
Your favourite landmark? Something 
precious you’ve found on your 
adventure? Could you design a picture 
postcard scene of your travels? 

As always, we will have tonnes of wood, 
tools, nails and expert artists on hand 
to help.

This is a ‘pay what you feel event’ – all 
donations on the day go directly back 
into supporting the council’s cultural 
activities in Gateshead.  Note: there is 
an additional small charge for tools hire 
and nails.

Sculpture Day takes place on 
Sunday, 30 September, 11am-4pm 
in The Grove, Saltwell Park. For more 
information: 0191 433 8420 or email 
gatesheadlive@gateshead.gov.uk

OUT AND ABOUT

Chopwell Wood Christmas trees
Christmas seems a long way off, but 
we want to flag up a date for your 
diary so you don’t miss out when it 
comes to sourcing your Christmas 
tree for the big day.  

Friends of Chopwell Wood will be 
selling Christmas trees every day 
from Friday, 30 November. Tree 
stands, wreaths and decorations will 
also be available and at weekends 
there will be refreshments and crafts 
on sale so you can stock up on festive 
gifts. Santa will also be paying a visit 
on selected weekends.

The trees are all grown locally in the 
North East and in Scotland, and all 
proceeds go towards funding the 
Friends’ work in Chopwell Wood. By 
buying your tree from them you are 
also doing your bit to protect the 
woodland.

The sales site is next to the main car 
park, and access into the wood is 
from the B6315 near High Spen.

Please note there is no recycling of 
trees at Chopwell Wood, but you 
can recycle at one of the council’s 
household waste recycling centres. 
(www.gateshead.gov.uk/recycling)

Further information on facebook 
@Friends of Chopwell Wood or 
www.friendsofchopwellwood.org.
uk or phone 01207 542 495.

Gateshead Family Sculpture Day
Enchanted Parks 
The House of Lost and Found

The hugely popular annual 
after dark arts adventure 
makes a welcome return to the 
atmospheric setting of Gateshead’s 
Saltwell Park between 4 and 9 
December.

NewcastleGateshead Initiative and 
Gateshead Council will work with 
a team of specially commissioned 
artists to transform the park into 
a magical wonderland of lights, 
colour, sound and performance

Tickets will go on sale for this 
festive season highlight in 
early October. Check www.
enchantedparks.com for more 
information.

Trinity Square 
Christmas lights
We know you don’t want to think 
about Christmas just yet, but you 
might just want to put the date of 
the Trinity Square Christmas Light 
Switch On into your diary!  

This popular event takes place on 
Thursday 22 November between 
4-6pm and will also include a mix 
of music and entertainment for all 
ages and is a great way to start your 
Christmas countdown.

For more information on Trinity 
Square and other upcoming events:  
www.trinitysquaregateshead.
co.uk
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Bonfire night
Stay safe on bonfire night and 
attend an organised display.   
For a list of organised events in 
Gateshead please visit gateshead.
gov.uk/fireworks nearer the time.   

Saltwell Park will once again play 
host to the Metro Radio fireworks 
for the fourth year running on 
Saturday, 3 November. The event 
will be pre-booked tickets only 
and include entertainment, food 
stalls, games and activities. A small 
entry charge will apply.   

Further details will be available 
nearer the time from  
www.metroradio.co.uk

OUT AND ABOUT

World Transplant Games
Next summer will see over 3,000 
participants from more than 70 
countries descend on the North East as 
NewcastleGateshead hosts the World 
Transplant Games 2019.

The games are a celebration of a 
second chance of living life to the full, 
human courage and physical fitness 
with all competitors, aged from as 
young as four to over 80, having 
received successful organ and/or tissue 
transplants. The games also recognise 
the contribution of donor families and 
living donors with sporting and cultural 
events that they can join in.

Registration for the games is scheduled 
to open in December and organisers 
are now looking for local residents to 
sign up to join a band of volunteers 
who can help to deliver a number 
of roles and make the games a great 
success.

Volunteering is a brilliant way to be 
part of this inspirational sporting event 
which shines a spotlight on organ 
donation, the gift of life and the need 
to share our wishes with friends and 
family.  See page 16 to find out more 
about this and register as a volunteer.

With just under a year to go until the 
games begin, local businesses are also 
being urged to support this global 
event. Businesses and stakeholders 
can play a vital part in increasing 
awareness of the games through event 
sponsorship and/or engagement in 
fundraising activities.

For more information on 
volunteering and sponsorship, and 
to hear the latest news, sign up for 
the WTG 2019 newsletter at www.
worldtransplantgames.org 

October half-term activities
Sports Camp
Want to keep your kids active and 
entertained during the October half 
term? Then why not join the GO 
Gateshead October Sports Camp at 
Gateshead Leisure Centre.

Perfect for children aged 8-14 
years, the camp offers a fantastic 
range of activities from badminton 
to basketball, ultimate frisbee to 
trampolining. Children will also be 
able to try our action-packed Clip ‘n 
Climb adventure and make a splash 
in our swimming pool.

Delivered by qualified and 
experienced staff, we provide 
children with the opportunity to try 
new sports, have fun, and really make 
the most of the school holidays. You 

can trust GO Gateshead to provide a 
service that is fun, positive and safe.

For more information visit www.
gogateshead.com/sportscamps  
or to book call 0191 433 5733.

On Track to Family Fun
During half-term, bring the family to 
our On Track to Family Fun event at 
gateshead International Stadium. It 
will be jam-packed with activities for 
children and adults alike. Some will 
get the adrenaline pumping, others 
will test your competitive edge as 
well as more mellow activities for 
those who want to relax a little. 
You’ll have the chance to win prizes 
in our family challenges, plus the 
opportunity to run around the same 
track that Mo Farah has raced on – 
you don’t need to be as fast as him to 
give it a go!

The fun takes place on Friday,  
26 October, 10.30am-2.30pm. 

For further information including 
a full list of activities and how to 
book please visit  
www.gogateshead.com/familyfun

Join the Organ Donor 
Register
Currently across the UK there 
are nearly 6,000 people on the 
transplant waiting list. Signing up 
to the NHS Organ Donor Register is 
easy and quick – it can be done in 
two minutes by visiting  
www.organdonation.nhs.uk 
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WHAT’S ON

September

Friday 21 September
Flea Pits and Picture Houses
Blaydon Library, 2.30-3.30pm. Book 
your seats as John Boothroyd looks 
back to when the cinema was our 
obsession and the entertainment was 
for everyone. Adults only. £3. For more 
information/ to book in advance call 
0191 433 6201.

Thursday 27 September
The Life and Times of Ann Boleyn
Pelaw Library, 7-8pm. The famous Ann 
Boleyn is known for being Henry VIII’s 
second wife. Join Professor Derry for 
an intriguing description of her life and 
untimely end. Adults only. £2 payable 
on the door. Free to members of 
Felling Local History Society. For more 
information call 0191 433 6409. 

October

Thursday 4 October
Library Lates: Travel in Translation
Gateshead Central Library, 7.30-9.30pm. 
Gateshead Library has caught the 
culture bug and to celebrate we’re 
exploring the best books that have 

been translated into English. From 
Scandinavian crime writers Jo Nesbo 
and Stieg Larsson to other bestselling 
authors such as Jonas Jonasson, Carlos 
Ruiz Zafon and Andrea Camilleri. 
Refreshments provided. Adults only. 
£3. For more information/ to book in 
advance call 0191 433 8410.

Sunday 7 October 
eDay 7 
Gateshead Central Library, 10am-3pm. 
Lots of tech fun for free. Join us for 
robotics, code animation, activities and 
workshops. All ages. Free. For more 
information/to book in advance call 
0191 433 8410. 

Monday 8-Saturday 13 October
Bedroom Farce by Alan Ayckbourn  
At Little Theatre, Gateshead, 7.15pm.  
Three bedrooms, four couples, one 
very long Saturday night, and another 
fantastic comedy evening from one of 
the UK’s best loved playwrights.   
Call 0191 478 1499 or book online at  
www.littletheatregateshead.co.uk

Saturday 20 October 
Anime Attacks 8
Gateshead Central Library and Shipley 
Art Gallery, 10am-5pm. Celebrate 

the world of anime with Gateshead’s 
own anime convention. There will be 
fantastic guests, fan panels, Japanese 
crafts, dealers, competitions, all day 
film screenings and much, much more. 
Under 11 years - £3. 12+ years - £6.  
Two adults and 2 children - £12.  
For more information/to book in 
advance call 0191 433 8410 for 
Gateshead Library or 0191 477 1495  
for Shipley Art Gallery. 

Saturday 20 October
Planning for the Future of Land of 
Oak & Iron
9.30am-1pm, Winlaton Centre, 
Winlaton. Help create a lasting legacy 
so that future generations can enjoy 
all that Land of Oak & Iron has to offer 
over the years to come. Free workshop 
session, a light lunch will be provided. 
Find out more: www.landofoakandiron.
org.uk.

Tuesday 22-Saturday 27 October
Half Term Graveyard Ghoul Trail 
St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 10am-4pm. 
Search the building and the graveyard 
to find the hidden ghouls and win a 
prize. Children of all ages. Free. Just 
drop in. For more information call  
0191 433 4699.

Highlights

Animation Club
Starting in October 2018 
In Autumn 2018, we will be launching 
a new after school animation club 
during term time with artist and 
animator John Quinn. It will be an 
opportunity to work on individual 
and group animation projects 
whilst experimenting with different 
techniques and digital equipment. 
Sessions are for young people and 
will cost £5 per session. To express 
your interest email:  
gatesheadlive@gateshead.gov.uk

Idea of North at BALTIC for Great 
Exhibition of the North
Until 30 September
Idea of North is an exhibition 
celebrating Northern imagination 
and identity through architecture, 
photography, music, design and culture. 
A major presentation titled Women 
by Women curated by photographer 
Sirkka-Liisa Konttinen will occupy a 
gallery within Level 4. Image credit: 
Writing in the Sand, Whitley Bay, 1989 
Sirkka-Liisa Konttinen.

Gateshead Family Sculpture Day
Sunday 30 September
Sculpture Day is back for its 33rd 
year, our family day of building and 
banging, creating and construction. 
This year’s theme is ‘Around the 
World in 80 Days’ and we want you 
to take us around the world just like 
Phileas Fogg with your sculpture 
making. As always they’ll be wood, 
tools, nails and expert artists on hand 
to help. Saltwell Park, 11am – 4pm. 
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WHAT’S ON

For full listings or to book tickets  at 
Sage Gateshead call 0191 443 4661 or 

visit www.sagegateshead.com

For latest exhibitions and events at  
Baltic visit www.balticmill.com

This is just a taste of events across 
Gateshead.  For more see  

www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Monday 22, 23 & 24 October 
Shopping Online
Free sessions between 2 and 4pm to 
show you how to save money. Beat the 
queues at the supermarket too. Adults 
only. Just turn up. Mon 22 October 
at Blaydon Library, Tues 23 October 
at Birtley Library; Wed 24 October at 
Gateshead Central Library.

Thursday 25 October
Half Term Creepy Crafts
St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 10.30am-
1pm. Join us for some frightening fun 
and creepy crafts this half term. Make a 
spooky surprise to take home with you 
and help us to decorate our scary scene. 
For children of all ages. £2 per child. Just 
turn up. For more information call 0191 
433 4699.

Tuesday 30 October 
Building the Tyne Bridge:  
A Gateshead Perspective 
Gateshead Central Library, 6.30pm. 
Today the Tyne Bridge is a 
NewcastleGateshead icon but a whole 
chunk of Gateshead disappeared to 
make way for its construction. Discover 
its story with Anthea Lang. Adults only. 
£3. For more information/to book in 
advance call 0191 433 8410.

November

Thursday 1 November 
Libraries Lates: Review of 2018
Gateshead Central Library, 7.30-9.30pm. 
Join us as we look back on some of our 
favourite books of the year, bestsellers, 
book club choices and prize winners. 
Refreshments provided. Adults only. 
£3. For more information/ to book in 
advance call 0191 433 8410.

Saturday 3 November
Low Fell Food Market
Kells Lane School, 11am-3pm. Low Fell’s 
only artisan food and drink market - 
expect a host of the region’s very best 
produce, world street food, handmade 

drinks, fresh flowers and plants, the new 
‘bike shed bar’ and some lovely local 
buskers. 
Saturday 10 November 
Favourite Games 
Pelaw, Birtley, Crawcrook and Chopwell 
Libraries, 10.30-11.30am; Gateshead 
Central Library, 10.30am-12.30pm. 
Classic board games as well as new 
favourites and innovative card games. 
Bring your favourite games in to share 
or come and play one of ours. Free. Just 
turn up. For more information contact 
your local library. 

Monday 12 - Saturday 17 November
Fatal Encounter by Francis Durbridge
At Little Theatre, Gateshead, 7.15pm.  
Not so much a traditional ‘whodunnit’ 
but more a ‘whydunnit’, with plenty 
of clues and breadcrumbs to follow 
as the evening unfolds. Call 0191 
478 1499 or book online at www.
littletheatregateshead.co.uk

Tuesday 13 November 
Emily Davison – Suffragette
St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 7pm. Ian 
McArdle walks us through the political 
life of controversy that Emily lived 
and the forces of law and order that 
she faced. Adults only. £3. For more 
information/ to book call 0191 433 4699. 

Friday 16 November
Land of Oak & Iron Meet & Mingle
7-9pm, Land of Oak and Iron Heritage 
Centre. An evening of entertainment 
bringing the heritage of our area to 
life. Rediscover or find out for the first 
time what makes the Land of Oak & 
Iron a perfect place for a day out at this 
relaxed event.  Find out more:  
www.landofoakandiron.org.uk 
Tickets £5.

Thursday 22 November
History Wardrobe presents  
Woman in Gold
Gateshead Central Library, 6.30-8.30pm. 
Explore the lure of gold in fashion and  
the hidden world of women 

in art. Inspired by the dazzling 
embellishments of Gustav Klimt and 
one of his most famous paintings. 
Adults only. £7. For more information/to 
book in advance call 0191 433 8410.

Thursday 22 November
Behind the scenes tours
At Shipley Art Gallery, 2-3.30pm. 
Discover some of the gallery’s hidden 
portraits and learn more about their 
history and stories. For more information 
go to www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk or 
call 0191 477 1495.

Saturday 24 November
Christmas Fair
St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 10am-3.30pm. 
Come along to St Mary’s for our popular 
and seasonal craft fair.  Plus the St 
Mary’s Heritage Group volunteers 
will have on offer a range of delicious 
home-baking and hot drinks served 
on vintage china. £1 payable on the 
door – includes a tea/coffee. For more 
information call 0191 433 4699.

December

Saturday 1 December
National Tree-Dressing Day 
Gateshead Central Library, 10.30am-
12noon. Help us to dress the trees 
in our library garden by making 
decorations that sparkle and shine. 
Wrap up warm and head outside for 
hot chocolate and marshmallows. Take 
a decoration home for your own tree 
too. Other venues include Leam Lane 
Library, 10.30-11.30am. Children of all 
ages. £1 per child. For more information 
call 0191 433 8410.

Thursday 6 December 
Friends Like Us Christmas Celebration
Gateshead Central Library, 2-3.30pm. 
We’re having a Christmas bash and 
you’re all invited! Get festive with live 
music, seasonal food and Christmas 
crafts. Adults only. Free. For more 
information/to book call 0191 433 8410.



Sign up to
gateshead now

gateshead now is our regular update of local 
news, services and events from Gateshead 

Council emailed directly to you.

To receive regular gateshead now 
emails sign up today at

www.gateshead.gov.uk/gatesheadnow

We’ve had a 
makeover
just in time for your wedding
The ceremony rooms at 
Gateshead Registrars offer 
the perfect backdrop for 
your wedding.  

Drop in to have a 
look at the amazing 
transformation, including 
our beautiful Flower 
Wall, sparkling walls and 
spectacular lighting and 
find out for yourself what 
we can offer.  Prices start  
at only £100.

If you want quality, style and value for money call us on  
0191 433 3000, email registeroffice@gateshead.gov.uk  
or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/registrars



Fostering is caring for life 
...fostering is a career for life.

Information evenings (Wednesdays):
26 September & 28 November, 5.30-7pm 

at Bewicks, Gateshead Civic Centre

Make this happen with Gateshead Council

foster
Find out more at www.gateshead.gov.uk/fostering 

or call 0191 433 8333



Contact us today on 0191 433 6388 or visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption

We became a family 
with Gateshead Council 
through adoption...  
could you?

Information evening:  
Thursday 18 October 2018, 5.30pm 

at Bewicks, Gateshead Civic Centre

It works like this…
Every few months we email you an exclusive online 

survey relating to council services or local issues.  

For every survey you complete, we’ll enter you into a  
prize draw where you could win anything from  

an iPad to shopping vouchers.

If you’re a Gateshead resident  aged 18+   
why not join Gateshead Council’s 

online residents panel.

www.gateshead.gov.uk/consultation

Supporting Independence Service

Helping you in your home
For those jobs you can’t manage any more, our experienced 
team can help with:

·  Housework and laundry  ·  Household correspondence

·  Shopping and errands ·  Supporting your well-being

All for an affordable hourly rate!

Call us for more information on: 0191 433 5514

www.gateshead.gov.uk/independence



Regent Funeral Services, Saltwell Road South, Saltwell Park, Gateshead, NE9 6DT
0191 433 4499    •    enquiries@regentfuneralservices.co.uk   •   www.regentfuneralservices.co.uk

Here to help make a difficult 
time a little easier

You can depend on us to take care of your loved ones

All types of funerals covered  

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

Full facilities on site   

Private Chapel of Rest 

All areas covered 

Set in a tranquil location within Saltwell Park


