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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Introduction 

 

1.1.1 This document contains the Landscape Character Assessment for the rural area of the 

Borough of Gateshead (See Appendix 2). This document has been produced in 

accordance with ‘Landscape Character Assessment, Guidance for England and 

Scotland’, the nationally recognised guidance produced by The Countryside Agency and 

Scottish Natural Heritage.   

  

2.0 SCOPE OF WORKS 

 

2.1 The following text has been extracted from the ‘Contract for the Provision of a Landscape 

Character Study’, produced by Gateshead Council, and sets out the requirements of the 

study. 

2.2 4 SPECIFICATION 

 

4.1 The consultants should carry out a survey to divide the rural part of 

Gateshead (including the whole of the Green Belt) into Landscape 

Character Areas. Whilst the Countryside Agency/Scottish Natural 

Heritage good practice guide referred to in the above paragraph states 

that the most appropriate scale to map Character Areas at is 1:50,000 or 

1:25,000, the UDP must show the areas on its Proposals Map which will 

be at a much larger scale. The areas should therefore be clearly defined 

on a large-scale Ordnance Survey base map, although it may often or 

usually be inappropriate to follow boundaries or features which are 

precisely defined on the map or on the ground. The approach taken in 

showing the results of the previous work on the Council’s current UDP 

Proposals map will help to illustrate a possible approach. 

 

4.2 Detailed text should be provided, describing, for each area, its character 

and the essential characteristics which it is important to protect or 

enhance. This should consider the full range of factors contributing to 

landscape quality, which are enumerated by the good practice guide (see 

para. 3.11 above), and should indicate something of the historical 
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evolution of the landscape in each area to its present form. Where 

appropriate the text for each area should also identify undesirable or 

incompatible features which should ideally be eradicated. It should also 

indicate forms of development, types of material or structure, and 

changes of use of land which, subject to the detail of particular proposals 

and any other material planning considerations, are likely to be in 

character or out of character in terms of their impact on visual value, 

biodiversity, landscapes of historic interest, openness and the public 

enjoyment of the countryside. A distinction should be made between 

those character areas which can accommodate a broad range of change 

without damage to essential character, those which might be sensitive to 

certain specific types of change, and those where careful conservation is 

necessary to maintain character; and those where particular types of 

change are likely to be appropriate or inappropriate. 

 

4.3 The Council may wish to adopt the study, or parts of it, to form an item of 

Supplementary Planning Guidance, or pending the adoption of the 

revised UDP an Interim Planning Guidance note, to inform developers 

and other interested parties directly of the detailed rationale for the 

policies and text in the UDP. The study, including methodology, 

descriptive and analytical text and mapping, should be written and 

presented in an accessible format with this in mind.  

 

4.4 The methodology used should be clearly explained and the detailed 

results of the survey work incorporated in the study. 

 

4.5 This work should be at a much more detailed level of resolution, and be 

more specific to Gateshead, mapped at the level of individual fields or 

parcels of land unless there are clear reasons to do otherwise, than the 

Countryside Character Areas defined by the Countryside Agency, or 

those of the Landscape Appraisal for Onshore Wind Development, and 

the areas should have precise boundaries. However, it is recognised that 

views from one area into another may be important and overlaps or 

zones of transition may need to be identified. 
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4.6 The consultants should consider whether it is desirable to link their 

detailed proposed Character Areas with these more broad-brush, higher-

level areas identified by the Countryside Agency and the landscape 

Appraisal for Onshore Wind Development.  

 

4.7 The consultants should recommend suitable policies, which should be 

criteria-based, and brief explanatory supporting text, for potential 

inclusion in the replacement Unitary Development Plan (see para. 3.2 

above). These must be clearly based on the work done to identify 

Character Areas and both their content and their relationship to the 

survey work done must be robustly defensible. These policies should 

support and enable, rather than frustrate, sustainable and non-damaging 

development in the countryside, including agricultural diversification; 

whilst ensuring that wholly inappropriate development is strongly resisted. 

 

4.8 As indicated above, this work can either supplement or replace the 

existing UDP designations of land in the countryside as of either 

“highest”, “high” or “other” landscape value. The consultants should 

consider whether the existing policies should be retained alongside the 

results of the Character Area work, whether if so they should be amended 

in any way to fit better with it, and whether, if these designations are 

retained, their geographical coverage should be altered in any way. For 

example, there may have been major changes to the landscape in 

particular locations as a result of quarrying, the restoration of quarries or 

landfill sites, or woodland planting. However, if the existing designations 

are to be retained in any form, and in line with PPS7, a very strong case 

would need to be made as to why criteria-based policies are insufficient 

to protect the countryside. 

 

4.9 The Study should provide a basis for devising policies and practices for 

the management of areas of land in the countryside managed by the 

Council; and should help to provide an informed basis for the further 

development of the Great North Forest. It may be appropriate for it to 

make suggestions for the improvement of degraded landscapes.  
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4.10 The consultants should define recommended priorities and an Action 

Plan. 

 

4.11 The Landscape Character Study should establish the framework for the 

formulation of policies in the emerging replacement Unitary Development 

Plan and subsequent Local Development Framework over the next 10-15 

years. 

 

4.12 The study results should be accessible, understandable and useable to 

all relevant Council officers, the public and interest groups. Mapping done 

at any stage should be accessible to officers across the Council using 

various, appropriate GIS packages. 

 

4.13 The Council reserves the right to identify additional tasks that it considers 

to be required should the need arise in the future.   

 

3.0 METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1  This methodology is based on nationally recommended guidance produced by The 

Countryside Agency, Landscape Character Assessment, Guidance for England and 

Scotland 2002. In addition to this, Landscape Character Assessment Topic Papers 1-6 

have also been used to incorporate current guidelines and best practice.  

 

3.2 Desk Study 

 

A desk based analysis of the Countryside Agency Countryside Character Initiative was 

carried out to identify the relevant landscape character types identified at a regional 

scale. Following this, a desk based analysis of mapping information relating to the natural 

elements of the landform to identify common areas within the borough was completed. 

Natural elements to be analysed include; 

 

� Geology 

� Landform/Topography 

� Rivers & drainage systems 

� Soils 

� Land cover/Vegetation 
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� Land use patterns e.g. field enclosure 

� Settlement patterns 

� Historic development of the landscape 

 

Analysis of the above information has informed the division of the borough into ‘parcels’ 

of land of similar characteristics. These land parcels have then been used as the basis for 

the field survey exercise.  

 

3.3 Field Survey 

 

3.3.1 Following on from the desk study, a detailed site survey exercise was conducted to 

visually assess the character of the Borough. Aspects to be assessed during the survey 

included; 

 

� Topography 

� Geology 

� Watercourses 

� Landscape elements 

� Land cover 

� Distinctive features of the landscape  

� ‘Condition’ of the landscape 

� Visual assessment of the landscape  

� Perception of the landscape 

� Settlement pattern 

� Architectural description 

� Detractors 

 

3.3.2 As part of the field work exercise, photographic records were made at each assessment 

location recording the significant landscape and visual elements that contribute to the 

overall landscape character of the area. Site Survey sheets of each area have been 

produced as part of the assessment process in order to record visual elements within the 

landscape that were not apparent through the desk based study.  

 

3.3.3 As the field survey progressed and more detailed assessment of the landscape is carried 

out, variations in character not evident from the Desk Study have been recorded and land 

parcels/character areas amended as necessary. 
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3.3.4 The purpose of this assessment is to identify significant landscape and visual elements 

that contribute to the landscape character of each identified area. It is not intended to 

identify individual landscape elements that only have an influence within a very localised 

area. 

 

3.3.5 Site surveys have been carried out from publicly accessible locations e.g. public rights of 

way and roads. It should be noted that this limitation does not enable all areas of land to 

be accessed and therefore the assessment has been carried out from the best publicly 

accessible location identified during the site visit. 

 

3.4 Landscape Classification & Description 

 

3.4.1 Landscape classification has been carried out using information collected during the field 

survey stage and cross referenced with material collated during the desk study phase of 

the work.  

 

3.4.2 In collating the information from the Desk and Field stages, landscape character areas 

have been identified and recorded on individual ‘data sheets’. Each of these sheets 

contain a written description of the character area that summarises the information 

collected. Descriptions of areas draw on information collated during the desk based 

research exercise and combine with the findings of the visual survey in order to describe 

the overall character of the landscape within the area. These landscape character areas 

have been given descriptive names and locational descriptions to enable easy 

identification and sense of place within the Borough. 

 

3.4.3 Character area descriptions are supported by detailed photographic material to reinforce 

the character of the area and highlight significant features.  

 

3.4.4 Judgement will be made when analysing the collated information to identify areas of land 

with similar/comparable landscape and geological features. Where these can be 

identified, areas of similar characteristics will be amalgamated as landscape types and 

named descriptively reflecting the landscape character of the areas. 
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3.5 Landscape Sensitivity & Capacity 

 

3.5.1 Methodology for determining landscape sensitivity is taken from guidance set out in 

Landscape Character Assessment Topic Paper 6: Techniques and Criteria for Judging 

Capacity and Sensitivity.  

 

3.5.2 Various methodologies are used to determine landscape sensitivity; however, due to the 

limited timescale of the commission; the methodology used is to create an overall profile 

for each landscape area based on that used in Landscape Character Assessment Topic 

Paper 6: Techniques and Criteria for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity, Figure 2. This has 

however been modified to create a five point classification of sensitivity of very high, high, 

average, low and very low; these have been allocated co-ordinating colours to illustrate 

the landscape capacity within the UDP (See Appendix 5). 

 

4.0 REGIONAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS 

 

4.1 In order to make an assessment of the landscape character of Gateshead, the regional 

landscape context must first be set. In order to do this, the ‘Character of England’ map 

produced by The Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage has been used. 

 

4.2 Within the Character of England map, the borough of Gateshead is covered by two broad 

landscape character areas which extend far beyond the Gateshead administrative 

boundary. These areas are as follows: 

 

� 14. Tyne and Wear Lowlands: and 

� 16. The Durham Coalfield Pennine Fringe. 

 

The Key Characteristics as outlined in the Character of England study for each of these 

character areas are summarised below. (See Appendix 2) 

 

4.3 14. Tyne and Wear Lowlands 

� An undulating landform incised by the rivers Tyne and Wear and their tributaries. 

� Dominated by widespread urban and industrial development, and a dense network 

of major road and rail links. 
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� A landscape of considerable recent change, with a long history of coal mining - 

now revealed only by locally prominent open-cast extraction areas, spoil heaps and 

recently restored sites. 

� Large, open fields of arable crops with urban fringe effect of pony grazing and 

other miscellaneous activities around settlements. 

� Irregular woodland cover, generally sparse, but with well-wooded, steep, valley 

sides, estates with mixed woodland and parkland trees, and plantations on 

restored spoil heaps. 

� Historic riverside cities of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Durham, strategically located 

at bridging points of the rivers Tyne and Wear. 

 

4.4 16. The Durham Coalfield Pennine Fringe 

� A rolling upland landscape of broad open ridges and valleys with a strong west-

east grain. 

� A transitional landscape with pastoral farming on higher ground in the west giving 

way to arable and mixed farming in the valleys and to the east. 

� A rural landscape heavily influenced by the mining industry, in particular to the 

north and east, with scattered mining and industrial settlements, of terraced and 

estate housing, occupying prominent sites linked by a network of main roads. 

� Numerous small plantations of conifers or mixed woodland, as blocks or 

shelterbelts, on hillside; in places more extensive conifer woodlands on hillsides. 

� Open wide ridges of regular large fields bounded by dry stone walls and fences 

and crossed by straight roads. Isolated farmsteads. 

� Broad valleys of arable and mixed farmland with low hedges, strips of broadleaved 

woodland following rivers and streams, and conifer plantations on valley sides. 

� Open-cast coal workings often forming intrusive features in the rural landscape. 

Restored areas often creating bland landscape. 

� A few scattered small country houses, set within parkland and well-wooded 

estates. 

 

5.0 LANDSCAPE TYPES WITHIN GATESHEAD 

 

5.1 Local landscape character types have been previously identified within the ‘Landscape 

Appraisal for Onshore Wind Development’, produced by the University of Newcastle. Four 

Landscape Character Types were identified during the study, which also extend well 

beyond the boundaries of Gateshead. These are as follows: 
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� Coalfield Upland Fringe 

� River Valley with Settlements 

� Lowland Valley Terraces; and 

� Urban Area 

 

5.2 Three of these areas have been given a series of Key Characteristics which are listed 

below; the Urban Area was not however assessed as part of the appraisal. 

 

Coalfield Upland Fringe 

� Rolling upland landscape of broad open ridges and valleys with a strong west-

east grain 

� A transitional landscape with pastoral farming on higher ground in the west giving 

way to arable and mixed farming in the valley and to the east 

� A rural landscape heavily influenced by the mining industry, in particular to the 

north and east with scattered mining and industrial settlement of terraced and 

estate housing occupying prominent sites linked by a network of main roads 

� Numerous small plantations of conifers or mixed woodland as blocks or 

shelterbelts on hillsides with extensive conifer woodlands also occurring  in 

places 

� Open wide ridges of regular large fields bounded by dry stone walls and fences 

and crossed by straight roads. Isolated farmsteads 

� Broad valleys of arable and mixed farmland with low hedges, strips of 

broadleaved woodland following water courses and conifer plantations on valley 

sides (larger of these separately defined as River Valley character type) 

� Open-cast coal workings often forming intrusive features in the rural landscape. 

Restored areas often creating bland landscape 

� A few scattered small country houses set within parkland and well-wooded 

estates 

 

River Valley with Settlements 

� Tyne Gap (CCI) –distinct corridor running east-west through the uplands of the 

Pennines.  

� Farmland – pastoral in west merging to mixed in east along the Tyne valley 

where the floodplain broadens, with broadleaved woodland and plantations on 

side slopes.  
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� Significant transport route linking east/west through the Pennines with road, 

railway, overhead lines and a number of strategically sited settlements along the 

valley. 

� Scattered large farmsteads and castles, fortified structures. 

 

Lowland Valley Terraces 

� A broad, open landscape of gently undulating to rolling valley terraces above the 

Wear and its tributaries and bounded by the Limestone escarpment and plateau 

to the east and the Upland Fringe Coalfields to the west. 

� Mixed , predominantly arable farmland on heavy clay soils with pockets of lighter 

brown earths and sands 

� Sub-regular patterns of medium sized and large, open fields, bounded by low 

hawthorn hedges with scattered hedgerow oak and ash trees. Horse grazing and 

other land uses typical of urban fringe around settlements 

� Irregular woodland cover, generally sparse, but with well-wooded steep valley 

sides estates with mixed woodland and parkland and plantations on restored 

spoil heaps 

� A settled, semi-rural landscape with scattered mining villages and towns, 

industrial estates, major roads, railways and transmission lines. 

� Open cast coal sites, clay working and waste disposal sites are locally prominent. 

Recently restored sites form tracts of relatively featureless land. 

 

6.0 GATESHEAD BOROUGH LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS 

 

6.1 Following the review of the Regional Character Areas and Landscape Character Types 

produced in the two previous studies the information gathered, and the results of the 

survey work in the present study, have been used to divide the Borough further into broad 

Landscape Character Areas. These areas are as follows: 

 

� Tyne Valley 

� Derwent Valley 

� Team Valley 

� Marley Hill  

� Upland Plateau 

� Eastern Plain 
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6.2 Tyne Valley Area 

Summary of Landscape Character 

� North facing valley side. 

� Isolated pockets of woodland mainly on the lower slopes.  

� Large areas of quarrying on the upper valley slopes to the south west of Clara 

Vale. 

� Two large golf courses with heavily influenced man made landscape. 

� Hedgerows with hedgerow trees remain common within the area. 

� Medium and long distance views to the east and west along the Tyne Valley. 

 

 

Introduction 

The area is located on the valley side of the River Tyne. The district boundary follows the 

route of the Tyne to the north and the area extends to the urban settlements of 

Crawcrook and Ryton to the south.  

 

Landform & Drainage Pattern 

The land slopes from a height of 85-90m AOD at the top of the valley sides to between 0-

5m AOD in the valley bottom. Within the west of the borough, the valley sides are 

shallower in characteristic becoming steeper to the north of Ryton. The upper valley 

slopes are more undulating in characteristic with rolling pastoral fields. 

 

The River Tyne forms the north boundary of the borough and the boundary of the 

character area. There are a number of small streams that flow down the valley sides and 

enter the Tyne. The River Derwent also flows into the Tyne to the east of Blaydon. 

 

Land Use 

Land use is mainly improved/semi improved pasture on the lower valley sides with the 

isolated settlement of Clara Vale and larger settlements of Crawcrook and Ryton on the 

upper valley slopes. There are also two large golf courses within the area, one on the 

floodplain of the Tyne and the other on the upper valley slopes.  

 

Fields, Boundaries & Trees 

Field boundaries within the area are a combination of hedgerows and post and wire 

fences with scattered hedgerow trees throughout. Where hedgerows are still present 

most are maintained and in reasonably good condition.  
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Isolated blocks of woodland occur along the valley mostly towards the north of Ryton. 

There are also blocks of plantation occurring within the two golf courses along the valley. 

Church Dene wood which surrounds Ryton Church, located to the north of Ryton, is 

dense mature beech woodland with a distinctive character. 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

The landscape slopes down towards the north at the bottom of the Tyne Valley along the 

length of the area and climbs again on the opposite side of the Tyne. This landform 

creates channelled views to the east and west along the Tyne Valley taking in views of 

urban settlements such as Wylam, Clara Vale, Heddon-on-the-Wall, Newburn and Ryton. 

 

The upper valley slopes, to the south of Clara Vale are heavily eroded by the presence of 

ongoing quarrying creating a denuded landscape.  

 

Landscape Change & Condition 

Much of the landscape is in a reasonably good condition apart from those areas being 

quarried. Where still present, hedgerows are maintained and in some locations appear to 

have been replanted in the past few years.  

 

The two golf courses have mostly wiped out any former landscape features in order to 

form the golf courses; however, avenues of trees and overgrown hedgerow boundaries 

do remain in places and are notable features within these manmade landscapes.  

 

The protection and enhancement of Ryton Willows to the north of the Newcastle-Carlisle 

railway line has formed a nature reserve area which contains areas of wetland and gorse. 

 

6.3 Derwent Valley Area 

 

Summary of Landscape Character 

� Relatively steep valley sides along the length of the River Derwent. 

� Valley bottom lined with various sites of ecological, historical and amenity 

interest.  

� Valley sides mostly contain a mixture of arable and pastoral fields. 

� Most fields have been amalgamated to form large fields  

� Hedgerows, post and wire fences and hedgerow trees. 



Landscape Character Assessment  
Gateshead Council 
 

 

 

E009808 Final Issue Page 14 
 

� A694 runs along valley bottom. 

 

Introduction 

The area is bounded to the north by the edges of Blaydon and Swalwell. The River 

Derwent flows in a northward direction before joining the River Tyne. 

 

Landform & Drainage Pattern 

Within the valley bottom, the land varies between 15-20m AOD to the north and 45-50m 

AOD to the south. Both sides of the valley are relatively steep reaching a height of circa 

145m AOD at Gibside Hill Head to the east and a height of circa 210m AOD at Bail Hill to 

the west. 

  

The River Derwent has its source above the Derwent Reservoir in the North Pennines 

and enters the River Tyne near Swalwell. The river is fed by numerous smaller burns 

notable of which are Spen Burn and Low Spen Burn that drain the western valley side 

and run through Rowlands Gill. 

 

Land Use 

It is possible to traverse the circa 3 mile section of the Derwent Valley in Gateshead by 

travelling along the Derwent Walk Country Park that forms part of the Sustrans C2C cycle 

route. The walk passes by various sites of historical, amenity and ecological interest 

including Gibside Estate, several sports grounds, the Nine Arches Viaduct, various lakes 

and woods; observation hides; and caravan parks. The valley sides in contrast are largely 

defined by a mixture of pastoral and arable land, interrupted by isolated farmsteads and 

areas of woodland. Throughout the area also are several settlements including Rowlands 

Gill; Winlaton Mill village; Chopwell; High Spen and Blackhall Mill. 

 

Fields, Boundaries & Trees 

A mixture of hedgerow field boundaries and post and wire fences are used throughout the 

area and hedgerow trees are common consisting of mature specimens. The majority of 

fields have been amalgamated to form a larger field pattern. 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Views from within the valley bottom tend to be constrained by vegetation and woodland 

along the various paths. The steep valley sides in some places however, being more 

open, provide extensive views over the Derwent Valley and beyond. The area contains 
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some high quality landscape of obvious amenity and ecological value most notably as 

part of the Derwent Walk Country Park, including extensive areas both of broadleaved 

and of coniferous woodland.  

 

The A694 follows the bottom of the valley and forms a strong audible and visual element 

of the landscape. 

 

Landscape Change & Condition 

Much of the landscape on the valley sides remains in agricultural use, whilst most of the 

development and change appears to be taking place within the valley bottom, though in 

most cases the development complements the recreational and ecological values of the 

Derwent Walk Country Park. 

 

6.4 Team Valley 

 

Summary of Landscape Character 

� Predominantly agricultural area consisting of both arable and pastoral farming 

practices. 

� Evidence of 19
th
 Century rectilinear field patterns on the west valley slopes 

around Kibblesworth. 

� Landscape dissected by the busy East Coast main line railway. 

� Hedgerow field boundaries with a large number of hedgerow trees remaining.  

� Diverse landscape uses within the area to the south of Kibblesworth e.g. water 

treatment works, caravan park and reclaimed quarry.   

� Long distance views of the Angel of the North. 

 

Introduction 

The area is bound to the east by the southern edge of Gateshead and by Birtley. The 

River Team flows in a northward direction through the area before joining the River Tyne 

to the north. 

 

Landform & Drainage Pattern 

Within the valley bottom, the land varies between 10-15m AOD. To the west the land 

climbs gradually to a high point of 216m AOD at Burdon Moor. To the east, the valley 

side is much steeper in nature climbing to a height of circa 90m AOD at the Angel of the 

North. 
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Kibblesworth landfill site (now capped) is located in the south of the area. This area of 

land is domed and is notable in the surrounding topography of the valley. 

 

The River Team flows through the area in a northerly direction and is fed by two smaller 

burns that drain the western valley side, Strandy Burn and Coltspool Burn. The River 

Team goes underground south of the A1 and Team Valley Trading Estate before 

surfacing again further north. 

 

Land Use 

Land use is a mixture of pastoral and arable land through the valley. These land uses are 

interrupted by isolated farmsteads throughout the area and Kibblesworth Village in the 

west. On the southern district boundary, Northumbrian Water operates a water treatment 

works and reed bed area; this land use is not found elsewhere within the Team Valley. 

Kibblesworth landfill site is located west of the water treatment site; this area has been 

capped and restored for recreational purposes. 

 

Fields, Boundaries & Trees 

A mixture of hedgerow field boundaries and post and wire fences are used throughout the 

area. Many fields have been amalgamated to form a larger field pattern; however, long 

narrow field patterns dating back to circa 1860 are still evident to the east of Kibblesworth 

running in an east west direction. Hedgerow trees are common within the area and 

consist of mature specimens.  

 

Landscape Characteristics 

The landscape is open in appearance with views to the north towards the centre of 

Gateshead and Newcastle possible; especially from the elevated area of the remediated 

Kibblesworth landfill site. The East Coast main line forms a strong linear route through 

the area severing the existing infrastructure network and forms a strong visual and 

audible element of the landscape. 

 

Landscape Change & Condition 

Much of the landscape remains in agricultural use, except for the Northumbrian Water 

treatment works, landfill site and East Coast main line. The landscape appears to be in 

reasonably good condition with the retention and maintenance of many hedgerows and 

hedgerow trees.  
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6.5 Marley Hill Upland Area 

 

Summary of Landscape Character 

� Undulating arable land 

� Isolated farmsteads and farm buildings 

� Hedge, fence and wall field boundaries with mature hedgerow trees 

� Isolated woodland blocks  

� Fields on the edges of urban areas divided to enable grazing of horses 

Introduction 

The area consists of undulating agricultural land south of Whickham. The area is 

bounded to the east by the Team Valley enabling views across the valley and to the west 

by the Derwent Valley also enabling views. 

 

Landform & Drainage Pattern 

This upland area ranges in height between 150m AOD in the north adjacent to Whickham 

and gradually climbs to the south heading along Lobley Hill Road to a height of 220m 

AOD at Byermoor.  

 

There are few water courses or water bodies located within the area. Black Burn flows in 

a northerly direction passing through Sunniside and towards Whickham. There are also a 

number of disused mine shafts located within this area that are now filled with water. 

Within the west of the area, the land naturally drains towards the Derwent Valley through 

woodland areas such as Snipes Dene Wood. 

  

Land Use 

Land use is agricultural, predominantly pastoral but also with isolated areas of arable 

land. The Tanfield Railway passes through the area in a north south direction starting 

from Sunniside station located immediately south of Sunniside.    

 

The land surrounding the now disused and derelict Marley Hill Colliery is comprised of the 

remainder of the old railway buildings and which are now used as workshops. Much of 

the area between remaining buildings has been colonised by birch woodland which 

partially screens the old railway sidings, train sheds and workshops. 

 

Fields, Boundaries & Trees 
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Field patterns have remained very similar over the past century with the retention of some 

field hedgerow boundaries and mature trees; these are however gappy in places and in 

need of repair. 

 

There are localised areas of woodland to the south edge of Whickham consisting of 

coniferous, deciduous and mixed woodland, many of which are managed by the Forestry 

Commission and Woodland Trust. A large area of woodland is also present in the south 

of the area at Hedley Fell; this crosses the southern boundary of the borough. 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

The landscape is undulating pastoral land with isolated hedgerow trees and gappy 

hedges enabling views across the area. There are few detractors within the landscape; 

however a mast is present at the top of Blackmoor Hill which is visible within the 

surrounding area.  

 

The area is dissected by a complex network of public rights of way, long distance walking 

routes (Great North Forest Trail) and roads used as public footpaths. These are most 

concentrated around the area to the south of Marley Hill and Longfield House.  

 

Long distance views across the Team Valley and the Angel of the North in the adjacent 

character area and to the north towards Sunniside and Whickham are also possible from 

the top of Blackmoor Hill. 

 

Landscape Change & Condition 

The landscape is in a reasonably good condition with the retention of many hedgerows 

and mature hedgerow trees. Field patterns have remained over past years most likely 

due to the predominantly pastoral land use.     

 

6.6 Upland Plateau  

 

Summary of Landscape Character 

� Undulating farmland, predominantly pastoral. 

� Hedgerows with mature hedgerow trees. 

� Medium to large blocks of managed coniferous plantation. 

� Skyline highly influenced by overhead transmission lines and pylons. 

� Small streams flowing in a north easterly direction towards the Tyne Valley. 
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� Areas of landfill and restored landfill to the north and south of the A695 south 

east of Ryton. 

 

Introduction 

The area consists of upland farm land between the Tyne Valley and Derwent Valley. The 

area is scattered with isolated farmsteads and villages and isolated pockets of woodland, 

both coniferous and deciduous. 

 

Landform & Drainage Pattern 

Topography within the area varies greatly climbing from approximately 80m AOD in the 

north east of the area to 255m AOD in the south west corner of the character area. The 

land undulates gently as it climbs from north east to south west although there are 

isolated areas that are more detailed in their topography with numerous small hillocks, 

such as the area to the south of Greenside.  

 

Land Use 

The area is relatively open, predominantly low-quality pasture land, broken by isolated 

areas of arable land and coniferous plantations which break up the agricultural landscape 

to a limited extent. Some areas of coniferous woodland are progressively being felled and 

left to allow natural re-growth of native species. 

 

Fields, Boundaries & Trees 

Field patterns have remained very similar within this area since the mid 19
th
 century. 

Some amalgamation of smaller fields has occurred; however, due to the predominantly 

pastoral nature of the area the requirement to amalgamate fields into large areas for 

modern agricultural machinery has not arisen. 

 

Field boundaries are a combination of mature hedgerows and post and wire fences, 

hedgerows also contain a large number of mature hedgerow trees. There are also 

isolated areas of dry stone walls located on higher ground although these are not 

common across the area.  

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Within the north of the character area, the elevated nature of the land enables long 

distance views to the north over the adjacent Tyne Valley character area. This is also the 

case to the south with views in to and across the Derwent Valley character area possible. 
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Within the middle of the character area long distance views are limited due to the 

undulating nature of the topography and the isolated blocks of coniferous woodland.  

 

The area is crossed by overhead transmission lines leading from the electrical sub station 

located at Penny Hill, south west of Greenside. These detract from the landscape and 

form a strong visual element of the skyline. 

 

To the south east of Ryton, past quarrying operations have ceased and one area has 

been reclaimed (to the south of the A695). A second area, north of the A695 is under 

going landfill as part of the restoration process (north of the A695). 

 

Landscape Change & Condition 

Much of the landscape within this area has had minimal change over the past 150 years; 

this may be due to the predominantly pastoral land use. The exception to this is an area 

in the north east corner which has been heavily influenced by quarrying and landfill 

operations. Large blocks of predominantly coniferous woodland have remained and been 

managed over this period such as Horsegate Plantation, Coalburn Plantation and 

Coalway Plantation although they are now beginning to become more mixed woodland in 

some locations as progressive felling occurs. 

 

Settlements such as Crawcrook, Greenside and High Spen have shown notable growth 

since the 1860s developing from small hamlets to medium to large villages/commuter 

settlements. 

 

 

6.7 Eastern Plain 

 

Summary of Landscape Character 

� Rolling agricultural land 

� Large scale field pattern with gappy hedges and isolated hedgerow trees 

� Middle distance views across areas of agricultural land 

� Large areas of reclaimed quarry land/landfill 

� Heworth Golf Course located south east of Wardley/Leam Lane 

  

Introduction  
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This character area consists of two areas of land split to the north and south of the A184 

Felling Bypass. Although these areas form one character area, they are only connected 

at the point of White Mare Pool roundabout on the A184 and are separated by the 

residential areas of Wardley and Leam Lane. 

 

Landform & Drainage Pattern 

Within the south area the landform is gently undulating, suited to the agricultural practices 

being carried out and Heworth Golf Club. The landform within this area rolls between 60-

80m AOD. To the north of the A184 Felling Bypass, the landscape is more artificial in 

character following the landfill operations that have taken place. This elevated domed 

area has also been planted with tree and scrub planting which emphasise the elevation of 

the land. 

 

There is little in terms of drainage patterns within the southern area, apart from drainage 

ditches located along field boundaries. In the northern area, the reclamation of 

quarry/landfill area has incorporated the formation of a series of water bodies. These are 

located east of the quarry/landfill area and contain runoff from the domed area of landfill. 

 

Land Use 

In the north, land use is a combination of publicly accessible reclaimed landfill, rough 

grazing land and deciduous/mixed woodland plantation. There is also a large disused 

building in this area that is in a poor state of repair. This area is also dissected by the 

Metro line to Sunderland. 

 

To the south of the A184 Felling Bypass, much of the land is utilised by Heworth Golf 

Club. This area is typical of any golf course with a predominantly engineered landscape 

and small blocks of woodland plantation. South of the golf course the land is arable 

farmland. 

 

Fields, Boundaries & Trees 

Remaining fields are large to enable modern agricultural practices to be carried out using 

modern machinery. Hedgerow field boundaries that do remain are gappy in nature 

containing isolated hedgerow trees. North of the A184 Felling Bypass, blocks of 

deciduous and mixed woodland planting have taken place within the areas of reclaimed 

quarry land.  
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Landscape Characteristics 

The A184 forms a strong physical barrier between the two areas along with the Metro line 

within the north restricting movement to the north and south. 

 

Long distance views to the south are available towards wind turbines located at 

Washington from this location and overhead transmission lines located to the east at the 

Junction of the A184 and A19. 

 

Landscape Change & Condition  

This area has experienced a high degree of landscape change due to the quarrying 

operations, landfill and Heworth Golf Club.  

 

A large number of hedgerows have also been removed and fields amalgamated to enable 

the introduction of modern agriculture practices. Many hedgerows that are remaining are 

in poor condition requiring infilling.  

 

In the northern area, the large disused building and surrounding land are in poor 

condition with the building being subject to vandalism over many years.  

 

 

7.0 LOCAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS 

 

7.1 Following the identification of character areas at a borough wide scale, these broad 

character areas have been broken down into smaller parcels of land of similar 

characteristics. These parcels of land vary in size from individual fields and isolated 

plantations to large areas of land that have the same broad landscape characteristics; 

this was carried out using Ordnance Survey data and detailed aerial photography and 

these areas confirmed and amended as necessary during the field survey work. 

 

7.2 Individual areas are allocated a number for identification in the field. Areas have then 

been visited by a qualified landscape architect and surveyed using a standardised site 

record sheet, a copy of which is shown below.  

 

7.3 The completed landscape character assessment sheets can be found within Volume 2 of 

this document (Appendix 6) along with a plan showing the character area boundaries and 

identification numbers (Appendix 4). 
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Project Gateshead Landscape Character

Assessment Date

Surveyor

Weather 

Character Area No.

Character Type

Grid Ref.

Topography

Flat Rolling Plain Plateau Dry Valley Broad Valley

Undulating Vertical Rolling Land Hills Deep Gorge Narrow Valley

Valley Bottom Valley Sides Other: (List)

Settlement Structures Materials Heritage Boundaries Farming

Town Farm Buildings Slate Vernacular Buildings Walls Fields

Village Masts Poles Stone Country House Fences Arable

Hamlet Pylons Brick-Colour:……. Field Systems Hedges Improved Pasture

Farmstead Industry: S/M/L …………………… Prehistoric Ritual Isolated Trees Rough Grazing

Ribbon Dev. Follies Modern Hilltop Encl. / Fort Hedge Banks

Suburban Estate Military Road Signs Ecclesiastic Orchard

Other:…………… Wind Turbines In Character Structure of War Paddock

………………….. Other:……….…… Out of Character Coppice

………………….. …….. Other:…………… Other…………….

………………….. …………………..

Landcover Landcover Cont. Woodland Hydrology Communications

Designed Parkland Reclaimed Deciduous River Road

Scrub Vacant Coniferous Plantation Stream Track

Marsh Derelict Mixed Reservoir Footpath

Peat Bog Golf Course Shelterbelt Dry Valley Lane

Moor/Heath Quarry Hedge Trees Winterbourne Railway

Rough Grassland Arable Orchards Pond Military

Amenity Grassland Pastoral Clumps Lake Pylons

Species Rich G'land Other:…………… Isolated Trees Drainage Ditch Communications

Water Meadows ……

Landscape Rarity Very High High Medium Low Very Low

Landscape Condition Very High High Medium Low Very Low

Key Characteristics/Features and Why Important:

Brief Description Of Landscape:

Dominant land cover & landscape elements
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Pattern Dominant Strong Broken Weak ……………………….

Scale Intimate Small Medium Large ……………………….

Texture Smooth Textured Rough Very Rough ……………………….

Colour Monochrome Muted Colourful Garish ……………………….

Complexity Uniform Simple Diverse Complex ……………………….

Remoteness Wild Remote Vacant Active ……………………….

Unity Unified Interrupted Fragmented Chaotic ……………………….

Form (3D) Straight Angular Curved Sinuous ……………………….

Enclosure Expansive Open Enclosed Constrained ……………………….

Visual Dynamic Sweeping Spreading Dispersed Channelled ……………………….

Security Intimate Comfortable Safe Unsettling Threatening

Stimulus Monotonous Bland Interesting Challenging Inspiring

Tranquillity Inaccessible Remote Vacant Peaceful Busy

Pleasure Unpleasant Pleasant Attractive Beautiful

Landscape Character 

Sensitivity

Sensitivity of Individual 

Elements

Sensitivity of Aesthetic 

Aspects

Visual Sensitivity Landscape 

Sensitivity

VH / H / M / L / VL VH / H / M / L / VL VH / H / M / L / VL VH / H / M / L / VL VH / H / M / L / VL

Value of    Landscape Landscape    

Capacity

VH / H / M / L / VL VH / H / M / L / VL

Local Materials: (stone type / colour / texture / render. Is it in Keeping?)

Potential suitable development types to be considered within the area:

Settlement Form: (village greens / clustered / scattered / caravan site / travellers site)

Other Comments:

Architecture: (Note on condition & quality. Is it in keeping with the landscape?)

Visual Assessment Criteria:

Perception:

Vernacular Style: (window style / roof pitch)

Initial opinion on potential landscape conservation to be implemented within the area:

Initial Response to Landscape Condition
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8.0 LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY & CAPACITY 

 

8.1 As part of the site survey work, an initial assessment of landscape sensitivity has been 

made. This has then been reviewed whilst completing the final site survey sheets as part 

of the desk based review work.  

 

8.2 Landscape sensitivity has been assessed by grading the landscape on aspects such as 

sensitivity of individual elements, aesthetic aspects and visual sensitivity, in order to give 

an overall Landscape Sensitivity for each character area. Sensitivity has been measured 

as very high, high, medium, low or very low.  

 

8.3 Landscape Sensitivity may then be used within the planning process for determining the 

suitability of landscape areas to accommodate potential development. A Very High 

Landscape Sensitivity transposes to a Very Low Landscape Capacity and vice versa. 

 

8.4 Landscape Sensitivity for the borough is shown In Appendix 5.  

 

9.0 PLANNING POLICY 

 

9.1 Introduction 

 

9.1.1 This section reviews the Council’s current adopted policies and standards for landscape 

protection in the Gateshead UDP (1998) and the draft replacement text submitted to the 

Inquiry. This review will serve to inform the approach to amending the policy context.  

 

9.1.2 The policy appraisal recommends policies based on the work undertaken to identify the 

landscape character areas. The aim is to produce policies which:- 

 

a. Enable assessment of development to be tailored to particular sensitivities; 

b. Support and enable sustainable and non-damaging development, rather than 

frustrate it; 

c. Reflect the national and regional framework and the vision for the area, and 

be rigorous enough to stand the test of the appeal process; 

d. Protect, conserve and, where possible, enhance the varied landscape 

character within the Borough reflecting landscape sensitivity and promoting 

local distinctiveness; 
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e. Promote a high quality of design taking account of the site context. 

 

9.2 The Policy Framework 

 

9.2.1 Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 12: Local Development Frameworks advocates 

streamlining the planning process but still providing the opportunity for issues, including 

landscape, to be integrated at various levels. 

 

9.2.2 PPS12 advocates the production of policies based upon a thorough understanding of the 

needs and opportunities in an area, through an up-to-date evidence base.  Whilst 

Gateshead Council is producing an amended UDP, rather than a Local Development 

Framework (LDF) at this stage, these principles are fundamental.  The policies advocated 

in this report should be capable of being utilised as revisions to the UDP, but be 

substantially robust and based on clear evidence, in order to feed through to a Core 

Strategy.  Criteria based policies should act as a framework for assessing proposals.  

PPS12 advises that a suite of generic policies should be prepared that may be included 

as part of the core strategy.  It could then be that the policies may need to be referenced 

in a Supplementary Planning Document for greater detail. 

 

9.2.3 In its objectives, PPS1 refers to ‘conserving the countryside’ and that open spaces are a 

vital resource for everyone.  Planning should facilitate and promote sustainable and 

inclusive patterns of urban and rural development by protecting the natural environment 

and ‘the quality of the countryside’. 

 

9.2.4 Plan policies and planning decisions should be based on: 

 

� Up to date information on the environmental characteristics of an area; 

� The potential impacts upon the environment of development proposals; 

� Recognition of the limits of the environment to accept further development without 

irreversible damage. 

 

9.2.5 PPS7 applies to rural areas.  The Government’s objectives include raising the quality of 

life and the environment through the promotion of: 

 

� Good quality, sustainable development; 

� Confirmed protection of the open countryside. 
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9.2.6 A key principle is to apply strict control to development in the open countryside, whilst 

contributing to a sense of local identity and rural diversity. 

 

9.2.7 At paragraph 24 of PPS7, the Government recognises and accepts that there are areas 

of landscape outside nationally designated areas that are highly valued locally.  They 

recommend carefully drafted criteria-based policies in Local Development Documents, 

utilising landscape character assessments, without the need for rigid local designations 

that may restrict sustainable development and economic activity. 

 

9.2.8 As such PPS7 has altered the balance from policies for locally designated areas towards 

an emphasis on maintaining and enhancing the distinctive character.  Such policies 

reflecting character not quality should relate well to the landscape character assessments 

undertaken, and should, therefore assist in accommodating necessary change without 

sacrificing local character and ensure that development respects and enhances local 

distinctiveness and the natural processes of its location.   

 

9.2.9 Set out below are a series of policies considered to be appropriate to utilise, bearing in 

mind the advice above, and reflecting the work undertaken to define landscape character 

areas within Gateshead. 

 

9.3 Landscape Policies 

 

9.3.1 The landscape character assessment has identified the following 5 landscape ‘sensitivities’ 

which have been applied to the landscape of Gateshead: 

 

� Very High 

� High 

� Medium 

� Low 

� Very Low 

 

9.3.2 These sensitivities have been assessed using the initial responses to landscape 

conditions, which include landscape character sensitivity, sensitivity of individual 

elements, sensitivity of aesthetic aspects and visual sensitivity. 
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9.3.3 The current policy (ENV39) within the UDP review should be replaced by a suite of 

policies, CP1 and CP2, as set out below, in order to reflect current Government guidance. 

 

 Key Issues 

 

9.3.4 It is considered that these policies can be addressed in terms of vision and core 

objectives and should be reflective of the key issues that have arisen from the landscape 

character assessments.  Clearly the landscape policies can address some of these key 

issues and supplement other development control policies in the plan. 

 

Built Development 

� Use of inappropriate building materials and design; 

� Expansion of commercial, residential and leisure development on the edges of 

settlements which erode rural character. 

 

Infrastructure 

� Loss of tranquillity through development or widespread lighting; 

� Increase in power lines, telecommunication masts and buildings on the skyline 

 

Recreation and Tourism 

� Activities such as mountain biking, watersports etc; 

� Some horse related development (e.g. post and rail paddocks, horse jumps) 

� Golf courses 

 

Small Scale Change 

� Urban fencing and lighting, extension of domestic gardens etc; 

� Loss of locally distinctive planting; 

� Obstructive signage, traffic calming measures 

� Decline in use of traditional building methods. 

 

Agriculture 

� Erosion of traditional landscape patterns, loss of hedgerows, trees, removal or 

traditional ridge furrows/ historic landscape etc; 

� Decline in traditional land management; 

� Some rural diversification schemes, e.g. inappropriate conversions   
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 Key Objectives 

 

9.3.5 In relation to landscape policy, White Young Green recommends the following key 

objectives: 

� Sustainable development objectives, including conservation of natural resources; 

� Landscape character objective to protect, conserve and where appropriate, enhance 

the varied landscape character within the Borough, promoting local distinctiveness; 

� Countryside/ rural strategy objective to protect the countryside whilst encouraging 

sustainable development; 

� Settlement character objective to protect the countryside whilst encouraging 

sustainable development; 

� Settlement character objective to protect, conserve and where appropriate enhance 

local distinctiveness and retain separation between settlements; 

� Design objectives to promote high quality embodying sustainable development 

techniques taking full account of site and context. 

 

Policies 

 

9.3.6 Policies CP1 and CP2 set out below, with the supporting text which follows, are 

recommended by White Young Green to be presented to the UDP Inspector to consider 

their inclusion with in the review of the UDP.  Should the Inspector deem that this is not 

appropriate, these polices should be held within an interim policy statement pending a 

Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). 

 

CP1: Landscape Sensitivity 

“Areas of landscape sensitivity have been identified and classified as: 

 

 Very High 

 High 

 Medium 

 Low 

 Very Low 

 

(i) Proposals for development should conserve, protect and where possible, 

enhance positive aspects of existing landscape character; 
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(ii) Depending on the sensitivity classification, proposals should be appropriate 

to the area’s tolerances and ability to accommodate change. 

 

Within areas of very high, or high, landscape sensitivity, permission will not be 

granted for development which would have an adverse impact on the landscape. 

Within areas of medium landscape sensitivity, such development will only be 

acceptable if that impact would be short-term and would result in the landscape 

either being restored or, where appropriate, significantly enhanced in a way which 

will be sustainable in the long term. Proposals in areas of low or very low 

landscape sensitivity will still be subject to the tests in Policy DC1, especially 

criterion (a). The impact of development on the setting of an area of very, high or 

medium landscape sensitivity will be a material consideration in the determining of 

planning applications.”   

 

A district-wide audit of all landscape areas within the defined Green Belt, and a selection 

of inset settlements has been undertaken to assess their landscape character and 

sensitivity.  The findings of the assessment are provided in the Landscape Character 

Study, providing full details of all 270 individual landscape areas and a district-wide map, 

which provides sensitivity classifications on an individual landscape area basis and broad 

landscape character areas. 

 

The positive aspects of landscape character should be identified for the landscape area 

covering the site of a particular development proposal by reference to the Study and 

regard had to the broader character area within which it falls and to the possible impact 

on adjoining landscape areas.  The sensitivity levels have been defined as very high, 

high, medium, low and very low.  These should be identified using the Study in order to 

assess the tolerances of the site and its ability to accommodate change. The higher the 

sensitivity, the lower the tolerance. 

 

CP2: Landscape Character 

“Development will be permitted provided that it conserves, protects and where 

possible enhances: 

 

(i) landscape character and local distinctiveness including historical, 

biodiversity and cultural character; 
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(ii) the distinctive setting of, and relationship between settlements and buildings 

and the landscape, including important landscape gaps and views; 

(iii) the nature conservation value of the area including the pattern of woodland, 

forest, trees, vegetation and other landscape features; 

(iv) the special character of specific features such as water bodies, wetlands, 

waterways, architectural features, protected sites such as SSSIs and SNCIs; 

(v) the topography of the area including sensitive skyline views, geological 

features and specific landforms” 

 

In order to ensure that any new development does not create harm to the existing 

landscape sensitivity and character of the surrounding area, it is important that 

development proposals conserve, protect and where possible enhance the character of 

the landscape area and local distinctiveness. 
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