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How do I become a childminder?  What do I have to do, how long will it take 
and what will it cost? 

1.  Come along to one of our Childminder Briefings to get a full picture of 
all aspects of becoming a childminder in Gateshead.  The next briefings 
are: Tuesday 25th September 2018 and Tuesday 22nd January 2019, 6pm 
– 8:45pm.  Contact the Family Information Service on 433 5118 to book 
a place. 
 

2. Go to the Ofsted website, www.ofsted.gov.uk and look at the document 
‘Register as a childminder or childcare provider (England)’ which lists 
everything you will need to do. 
 

3. Decide what ages of children you want to look after as this will help you 
decide which register to apply for: 
 

• The Early Years Register to only look after children aged 5 and 
under- £35 

• The Childcare Register to only look after children aged 5 to 7 - 
£103 

• Both registers to look after children of any age under 8 - £35 
• Voluntary register only to look after children over 8 - £103 

 
These fees will need to be paid every year! 
 

4. Apply for a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check 
(http://ofsteddbsapplication.co.uk/Step-One.aspx) through the Ofsted 
portal.  (This usually takes about 6 weeks and costs £52.10).  You need to 
get someone (a professional or post office for £10.50) to check your 
identity. You will need to show them documentation such as a passport, 
driving licence, utility bill, bank statement.  You can sign up to the DBS 
update service to keep your certificate up to date £13 per year, you can 
then use this for any new jobs or roles with children and don’t need to 
apply for a new certificate each time.  You need to get anyone you live 
with over 16 who lives with you to get their own disclosure and barring 
service check. 
 

5. Consider the training you think you will need in order to become a 
childminder. If you are registering on the Early Years Register, you will 
need to prove to Ofsted that you have a good understanding of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. Organisations like PACEY, Morton Michel and 
Childcare.co.uk offer courses but there are many to choose from on the 
internet for various prices and duration.  

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://ofsteddbsapplication.co.uk/Step-One.aspx
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6. Do a first aid course online – this must be paediatric first aid which 

should last for a minimum of 12 hours and cover the criteria on page 36 
of the Department of Education document “Statutory framework for the 
early years foundation stage”. Costs from £84-£162) 
 

7. Fill in and submit a health declaration booklet 
(https;//www.gov.uk/government/publications/become-a-childcare-
provider-health-declaration) if you’re applying as a childminder on the 
Early Years Register or working directly with children (this could be 
freebut your doctor may charge up to £150). 
 

8. Apply online (https//online.ofsted.gov.uk/Online/default.aspx).  If you’re 
applying to both registers, apply using the Early Years application form. 

You can contact Ofsted if you have any questions about the application 
process.  Ofsted: telephone – 0300 123 1231 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm). 

After you have applied Ofsted will check your references, review any checks 
with your doctor, your local council and the Disclosure and Barring Service 
(DBS) and check on anyone else who will be living or working at the premises 
where the child will be cared for.  They will interview you and may inspect your 
premises (Early Years Register).  This is known as a registration visit.   To 
prepare for your registration visit look at part 2 of the registration handbook 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/become-a-registered-early-
years-or-childcare-provider-in-england). 

If your application is approved you’ll get a certificate of registration which 
means you can childmind children.  If you are refused Ofsted will send you a 
letter “notice of intention” which will tell you why you’ve been turned down. 

9.  You will need to sign up for business insurance. Check what is available 
from organisations such as PACEY, Morton Michel, Childcare.co.uk. Costs 
range from approximately £24 to £60 per year.If you plan to use your 
own car in your childminding business you will have to change your car 
insurance to business use which may incur a charge. 
 

10.   Gateshead’s Family Information Service will contact you as soon as you 
become registered. They will send out forms for you to complete so you 
can be included in lists of childcare providers. If you are interested in 
offering places for funded 2, 3 and 4 year olds they can send you more 
information. 
You may be eligible for a Childcare Business Grant once you have been 
registered as a childminder - £300 or £1,000 for childminders who care 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/become-a-registered-early-years-or-childcare-provider-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/become-a-registered-early-years-or-childcare-provider-in-england
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for children with SEN/D (special educational needs and disabilities). 
Further details are on www.childcaewbusinessgrants. Com. 
 

Further details and support available from Julie Henderson –  
0191 433 5125 – juliehenderson@gateshead.gov.uk 

*All prices correct at time of writing (May 2018) 
 

http://www.childcaewbusinessgrants/
mailto:juliehenderson@gateshead.gov.uk

