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Gateshead Centres: Healthcheck Report Addendum (2017) 
 

 
This is an addendum note which has been prepared to support retail centre designations in 
Gateshead’s emerging Local Plan. It builds upon and supersedes some of the 
recommendations set out in the 2015 Health Check Report. 
 
The basis for this was an internal workshop which was held on the 12th April 2017 involving 
officers from a number of functions such as Spatial Planning, Development Management, 
the Capital Projects Unit and the Corporate Assets Strategy Team.  
 
The purpose of the workshop was to review the boundaries of centres in the retail hierarchy 
in the context of more recent developments and issues which have arisen, and to make any 
further recommendations regarding the extent of centre boundaries.  
 
The following section is a summary of the points raised and recommendations with regard to 
each centre. 
  
o Birtley District Centre  
The original report recommended changes to the boundary of the centre to exclude the 
telephone exchange to the north of the centre, and to include the land to the west of the 
centre now accommodating a new and larger supermarket.  
 
Further issues include the possible need to accommodate a new medical hub in or adjacent 
to the centre, coupled with aspirations to improve the appearance of some of the smaller and 
outdated units – the recommendation is therefore for a further alteration to the boundary of 
the centre to remove the units north of the junction of Durham Road and Station Lane, and 
to remove the units on Harraton Terrace and car park to the rear, which could become a 
focus for new uses in the centre. Birtley is retained as an efficient district centre.   
 
o Blaydon District Centre  
No changes were proposed to the boundary of the centre which aligns with the surrounding 
road network forming a strong and logical boundary. The permitted retail development on the 
opposite side of Chainbridge Road will hopefully operate as an extension of the centre but 
this is yet to commence. Therefore no boundary changes are recommended. Blaydon is 
retained as an efficient and improving district centre. 

 
o Coatsworth Road District Centre 
The original report recommended changes to the boundary of the centre to exclude the 
former picture hall on the west side of the centre and the inclusion of the Social Club and car 
park also on the western side.  
 
In terms of the aspiration to consolidate the centre by encouraging other uses, reducing 
vacancy levels and implement shop front and environmental improvements, it is 
recommended that the centre boundary is further amended by excluding the area north of 
Claremont North Avenue. Coatsworth Road is retained as an efficient district centre. 
  
o Felling District Centre 
The centre has benefited from the redevelopment of the units off Crowhall Lane, although 
still suffers from a high level of vacancy and some units in poor condition. There is a need to 
identify opportunities for consolidating the retail area and attracting further investment into 
the centre. No alterations are proposed to the boundary of the centre at this time. Felling is 
retained as a district centre which remains at risk although the recent improvements are 
recognised.  
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o Low Fell District Centre 
The original report recommended changes to the boundary of the centre to exclude the 
telephone exchange off Wilson’s Lane. No further changes are proposed or needed at this 
time. Low Fell is retained as a high performing district centre. 
 
o Ryton District Centre 
The original report recommended changes to the boundary of the centre to exclude the 
majority of Dean Terrace which is residential in nature and the vacant library site, and to 
include 1 commercial unit immediately adjacent the centre at Lane Head. No further changes 
are proposed or needed at this time. Ryton is retained as a high performing district centre. 
 
o Whickham District Centre 
The original report recommended no changes to the boundary of Whickham District Centre, 
and no further changes are proposed or needed at this time. Whickham is retained as a high 
performing district centre.  
 
o Wrekenton District Centre 
The original report recommended no changes to the boundary of Wrekenton District Centre. 
This update notes the application pending for the erection of a new foodstore (1,254sqm net) 
landscaping, parking and associated works following demolition of existing Co-Op foodstore 
on the High Street (DC/16/01288/FUL). It is recommended that the redundant community 
facility building to the north of Springwell Road, and the Social Club to the north of 
Springwell Avenue, are excluded from the boundary of the centre recognising the 
redevelopment potential of the former and the lesser role of the latter in the context of the 
centre. Wrekenton is retained as an efficient district centre.  
 
o Askew Road, Teams Local Centre 
The original report recommended that the boundary of the centre is amended to exclude 
open space and playground at Russell Court as far as Northumberland Street, and the new 
housing development at Watson Street. The update notes the regeneration of the nearby 
Clasper Village includes a site for a new foodstore which will contribute to serving the needs 
of the neighbourhood, following the unsuccessful marketing of a site in the centre for new 
provision. No further changes are proposed or needed at this time whilst the status of the 
centre should be revisited when the retail hierarchy is next reviewed. Askew Road is 
retained as a local centre which is currently poor performing. 
 
o Chopwell Local Centre 
The original report recommended that the centre’s boundary is amended to exclude the 
vacant curtain factory at its northern end, and to exclude properties below 21 and 48 
Derwent Street. The potential for new housing development on sites allocated in the Core 
Strategy and at the Heartlands housing site in the village could assist in supporting facilities 
in the centre, whilst no further changes are proposed or needed at this time. Chopwell is 
retained as a local centre which is at risk. 
 
o Crawcrook Local Centre 
The original report recommended a change to the boundary of Crawcrook Local Centre to 
exclude Beech Grove Terrace, Alexander House and Gable Cottage, and to include 
commercial properties at 2 Main Street and Park View Cottage. No further changes are 
proposed or needed at this time. Crawcrook is retained as an efficient local centre. 
 
o Ellison Road, Dunston Local Centre 
 
No changes to the boundary of Ellison Road Local Centre are recommended within the 
original report or in this update. Ellison Road is retained as an efficient local centre. 
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o Ravensworth Road, Dunston Local Centre 
The original report noted the ongoing investment to regenerate the area, and recommended 
that it be amended to exclude the area north of the car park and Co-Op premises, which is 
predominantly residential, and to include the site of the new Aldi to the south. No further 
changes are proposed or needed at this time. Ravensworth Road is retained as an efficient 
local centre. 
 
o Fewster Square Local Centre 
No changes to the boundary of Fewster Square Local Centre are recommended within the 
original report or in this update. Fewster Square is retained as an efficient local centre.  
 
o High Spen Local Centre 
The original health check report recommended that the boundary of the centre is amended 
to exclude residential use at its northern end, and no further changes are proposed or 
needed at this time. High Spen will be retained as a poor performing local centre.    
 
o Old Durham Road Local Centre 
The original health check report recommended an amendment to the boundary of the Old 
Durham Road Local Centre to exclude land adjacent to 283 Old Durham Road, and no 
further changes are proposed or needed at this time. Old Durham Road will be retained as 
an efficient local centre 
 
o Pelaw Local Centre 
The original health check report recommended that the boundary of the local centre is 
amended to exclude the properties to the west of 7 Woodbine Terrace. This update notes 
the permitted redevelopment of the former shirt factory site to the west of centre for a Lidl 
foodstore (DC/15/01206/FUL), where development has commenced on site.  It is therefore 
proposed to extend the boundary of the centre to include this site. Pelaw is retained as a 
high performing local centre. 
 
o Rowlands Gill Local Centre 
The original report recommended a minor change to the boundary of Rowlands Gill Local 
Centre to exclude Glenhaven on the north side of Station Road, and no further changes are 
proposed or needed at this time. Rowlands Gill is retained as an efficient local centre. 
 
o Saltwell Road Local Centre 
The original health check report recommended that the boundary of Saltwell Road Local 
centre is amended to exclude the odd numbered properties from 181-195 Saltwell Road, and 
no further changes are proposed or needed at this time. Saltwell Road will be retained as an 
efficient local centre. 
 
o Sheriff’s Highway Local Centre 
The original report recommended an amendment to the boundary of the Sheriffs Highway 
Local centre to remove the vacant land north of Church Road. This update makes a further 
recommendation to exclude the Sheriffs Hill Church from the boundary. Sheriff’s Highway is 
retained as an efficient local centre. 
 
o Sunniside Local Centre 
The original report recommended an amendment to the boundary to include Sidegate 
Gallery and Café, and to exclude residential properties on Dewhurst Terrace and Sun Street, 
and no further changes are proposed or needed at this time. Sunniside is retained as an 
efficient local centre. 
  
o Swalwell Local Centre 
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No changes to the boundary of Swalwell Local Centre are recommended within the original 
report or in this update. Swalwell retained as an efficient local centre.  
 
o Winlaton Local Centre 
The original report recommended that the boundary of Winlaton Local centre is amended to 
exclude residential properties at North Lodge Apartments, 1-12 Back Street and odd 
numbers 41-59 Front Street. This update recommends a further change to exclude the Clinic 
and Library site on the western side of Church Street. Winlaton is retained as an efficient 
local centre.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


