
Observation of Practice  
 
Practitioner/Room observed:     Observer: 
 

Date:        Purpose:  
 
Time and context of observation: 
 
Observation narrative with identification of strengths (S) and weaknesses (W) 
relating to quality of teaching and learning: 



Possible Prompts - Does the practitioner… 
Provide positive experiences Support C and L Support the C of E T and L 
Have warm and caring and relationships 
with the children? 
 
Respond positively to children and 
promote and support respectful 
relationships by showing respect towards 
them and each other at all times?  
 
Have good knowledge of individual 
children and the age range they are 
working with? 
 
Demonstrate and understand the 
importance of strong attachments? Are 
daily routines and opportunities for 
interaction with children and parents 
reflective and mindful of this? 
 
Show an understanding of the importance 
of routine but also the need to be flexible 
in order to flow with the children’s 
interests or to meet their needs? 
 
Give warnings for transitions? 
 
Vary experiences for the children using 
fresh, creative and playful approaches? 
 
Ensure learning is ‘hands-on’, active, and 
relates as much as possible to real-life 
experiences and situations? 
 
Provide children with enough time and 
space to become deeply involved in their 
play and opportunities to return back to it 
should they wish to do so? 
 
Provide rich, varied and imaginative 
experiences that enthuse, engage and 
motivate children to learn? 
 
Provide children with opportunities to 
explore and investigate with resources 
and natural materials which are easily 
accessible, stimulating and open-ended? 
 
Make changes to activities, resources, 
routines and/or environment as a result of 
evaluating the impact of observations? 
 
Prepare a highly stimulating learning 
environment that reflects the diversity of 
children’s experiences and is warm, 
welcoming and ready to invite children in? 
 
Ensure parents are fully involved in their 
children’s learning? 
 
Ensure excellent access to rich learning 
opportunities outdoors to include regular 
access to the natural environment? 
 
Promote rich opportunities for physical 
development? 

Turn off unnecessary 
background noise? Ensure noise 
levels are appropriate? 
 
Make the most of all 
opportunities to employ, explore 
and extend language? 
 
Use visual prompts? 
 
Use singing and rhyme as part 
of the daily routine and make 
learning language fun? 
 
Put into practice guidelines 
relating to the use of bottles and 
dummies? 
 
Use the child’s name first when 
giving instructions and try to say 
things, slowly and simply, in the 
order they need to happen?  
 
Check for understanding? 
 
Get down to talk and play at the 
child’s physical level, making 
eye contact? 
 
Give children plenty of time to 
think and respond? 
 
Value children’s contributions 
and follow their lead in 
conversation? 
 
Use simple language, keeping 
sentences short? 
 
Comment on what is happening 
and repeat what children say? 
 
Use skill when asking questions 
– making sure they’re relevant 
and, whenever possible, open-
ended?  
 
Demonstrate the right way to 
pronounce words without directly 
correcting?  
 
Build on what children say by 
adding one or two words? 
 
When working with babies – 
interpret babies sounds, 
gestures body movements, 
direction of gaze and facial 
expressions in simple words to 
reflect their feelings, interests 
and needs? 

Wait, observe and listen before 
sensitively joining in with children’s play, 
following their leads and fitting into their 
ideas, rather than directing or taking 
over? 
 
Build on or scaffold children’s learning 
and Identify and grasp unplanned 
opportunities for learning? 
 
Appropriately support opportunities for 
challenge, ensuring consistently high 
expectations of what each child can 
achieve? 
 
Support opportunities for sustained 
shared thinking? 
 
Support children appropriately to 
persevere through difficulties? 
 
Support children to develop focus and 
concentration by promoting purposeful 
play?  
 
Encourage children’s growing 
independence, particularly in terms of 
self-care? 
 
Encourage children to solve problems 
and resolve conflicts themselves? 
 
Provide correct answers sensitively 
without devaluing children’s contributions 
by correcting them directly? 
 
Encourage the children to be curious, try 
new things and judge risks for 
themselves? 
 
Understand and focus on the process of 
learning rather than the result and 
encourage children to do this also? 
 
Give reasons for instructions and ways 
of doing things? 
 
Encourage children’s efforts and 
motivation to learn? Celebrate their 
achievements? 
 
Consciously use the ‘language of 
learning’ and be specific with praise? 
 
Support children to be ready for school 
or the next stage in their learning? 
 
Support children to manage their own 
feelings and behaviour? 
 
Provide opportunities for children to learn 
how to keep themselves healthy and 
safe? 

 


