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As the old year 
draws to an end, we 
look forward to 2018 
with a new sense 
of purpose as the 
Council sets out its 
ideas and hopes for 
the future.  

We’ve come to a turning point in 
how we run, manage and deliver our 
services; how we make decisions that 
are in the best interests of everyone – 
but especially those people who are 
most vulnerable and need our help the 
most.  So, we’ve developed a series of 
pledges for the Council that will be our 
touchstone for how we do things in the 
future. We want you to be part of this 
and help us make Gateshead a fairer 
place where everyone can thrive – find 
out how on page 8.

In February, we celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the Angel of the North 
– a major milestone in the history of 
this iconic work of public art and are 
delighted to feature its creator Sir 
Antony Gormley on the front cover of 
the magazine.

We update you on what’s happening 
around the Great Exhibition of the 
North 2018, and urge anyone who 
would like to volunteer to support this 
amazing event to get in touch – details 
of how you can do this are on page 28.

In the centre of Council News we bring 
you your guide to a huge array of 
learning and skills courses that start 
in Spring; there’s an update of the 
Heworth roundabout roadworks as 
well as details of how you can ‘ditch 
the drink’ this January as part of Dry 
January. 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Welcome 
from Leader of the Council 
Martin Gannon

Gateshead Council News is designed and published by Gateshead Council’s Communications 
Service.  Every effort is made to ensure that all information is correct at time of publication.  
An online version can be viewed at www.gateshead.gov.uk

It is distributed by The National Leaflet Company to homes and businesses across Gateshead.   
For delivery queries please contact: 0191 415 5527.  Printed by Acorn Web Offset Ltd.  
Front cover: Sir Antony Gormley at the Angel of the North. Picture by Sally Anne Norman

Different formats: If you would like to receive Council News in large print, Braille,  
CD or mp3, please contact Diane Brennan on 0191 433 3444 or  
dianebrennan@gateshead.gov.uk

© Gateshead Council, Regent Street,  
Gateshead NE8 1HH. 0191 433 3000

Leader of the Council, 
Councillor Martin Gannon
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News in brief
  Funding for roads

Major improvements are planned 
for our region’s roads with £30m of 
Government funding going towards 
seven key projects.  In Gateshead, 
£3.3m will go toward improvements 
on Sunderland Road including a new 
bus link and upgrading of pedestrian 
and cycle facilities.

  Delegation visit

An international delegation visited 
our region recently, to review 
preparations for the World Transplant 
Games to be held in Newcastle and 
Gateshead in August 2019. Venues 
include Gateshead International 
Stadium and Newcastle Utd FC.

  New appointment

Caroline O’Neill has been appointed 
as the new strategic director for care, 
wellbeing and learning at Gateshead 
Council.  This appointment includes 
statutory responsibility for children’s 
and adults’ services in Gateshead.

  Congratulations

Special Olympics Gateshead Tyne 
& Wear athlete, David Martin won a 
Gold medal at the Commonwealth 
Powerlifting Federation 
Championships in Potchefstroom, 
South Africa.

  Bridge award

As part of The Institute of Civil Engineers 
125th anniversary, Gateshead 
Millennium Bridge has been voted as 
one of the top engineering projects 
in the last 125 years to have had a 
positive impact on the region.  A 
commemorative plaque has been 
installed at the bridge.

  OBE honour

Former council officer Pete Stout 
received his OBE from the Queen last 
month for services to Young People 
and the Community in the North East. 
He worked for Gateshead Council 
for 27 years, first as a social worker 
and later as Principal Community 
Education Officer. Pete is currently 
chair of the Board of Directors for 
Youth Focus North East which is 
based in Gateshead town centre.

Employers in Gateshead are being 
urged to end discrimination against 
people who suffer from mental health 
problems.

Gateshead Council has signed the 
Time To Change pledge which is part 
of a national campaign to improve 
everyone’s attitudes and behaviour to 
mental health issues by:

• encouraging employers to think 
about the mental health of their 
employees;

• ensuring anyone with a mental 
health problem feels supported and 
able to talk about their concerns; and

• encouraging those who have 
a problem to challenge their 
colleagues, friends and families to 
change their attitudes.

Council Leader, Martin Gannon said: 
“We’ve signed the Time To Change 
pledge because we understand the 
value of our workforce and the need to 
ensure that any one of us who becomes 

unwell is not going to be afraid to ask 
for help.”

For more information visit  
www.time-to-change.org.uk

Call to end mental health 
discrimination

Did you know?
• Nationally one in four people are affected by mental health issues every year. 

• In Gateshead more than 11,000 people are diagnosed with depression. 

• It’s estimated that one in five people in the borough suffer from a common 
mental health disorder.

The year of man’s best friend
Chinese New Year takes place on 16 
February in 2018 and will start the 
Year of the Dog.

Ranking as the eleventh 
animal in the Chinese 
zodiac, the dog is the 
symbol of loyalty and 
honesty. 

People born in the 
Year of the Dog are said 
to be friendly, faithful, loyal, clever 
and honest with a strong sense of 
responsibility. On the negative side, 

they are likely to be self-righteous, 
critical and stubborn!

Jobs suitable for people born 
under this sign include 

politician, philosopher, doctor, 
teacher, judge, writer, nurse, 
actor  - and secret agent. (Yes, 
really!)

Famous  ‘dogs’ include Madonna, 
Donald Trump, Bill Clinton, the 

rock star Prince, actors David Niven 
and Dame Judi Dench and singers 
Dolly Parton and Elvis Presley.

Council Leader Martin Gannon with 
Chief Executive Sheena Ramsay
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Every year the Council has to set a 
balanced budget. This gets harder and 
harder to do each year as the money 
we receive from the government goes 
down while at the same time more 
people need our help.

Since 2010, the government has 
severely cut the funding it gives; we 
now receive half the government grant 
than we used to and we’ll receive no 
core funding at all from 2020. 

Over the last eight years we’ve saved 
£143 million, which has meant making 
some difficult decisions.

Consultation has now begun on our 
budget proposals for 2018/19. Please 
take the time to read the proposals and 
give your views. Despite the difficult 
times ahead, we’ll still be spending 

around £200 million a year providing 
the services you need, so it’s important 
you have your say. Our budget will be 
finalised in February 2018.

Although our challenge is massive, we 
remain ambitious for Gateshead and 
want it to grow and be a great place to 
live, work and invest.

NEWS

All charged up
One of the country’s largest 
commercial battery storage schemes 
is up and running in Gateshead.

The battery project has been 
designed to store and release energy 
for the Gateshead District Energy 
Centre which opened earlier this year, 
and will be capable of responding to 

any fluctuations in demand in under 
a second.

The battery installation is a joint 
project involving Gateshead Council 
and Centrica plc and completes 
the wider District Energy Scheme 
which will provide low cost heat and 
power to homes, organisations and 
businesses in central Gateshead.

Gateshead wins energy award
Gateshead Council has won a national 
award for its District Energy Scheme.  

We were presented with the ‘Visionary 
Project Award’ by the Association for 
Decentralised Energy (ADE) at its 50th 
anniversary awards ceremony at the 
Science Museum in London. 

Sponsored by SAV Systems, this award 
highlights projects that look forward 
and dramatically change the vision of 
the energy industry for the future.

Our scheme was judged to be “truly 
visionary”.  It provides heat through 
3km of pipes and electricity via a private 
wire network to domestic, commercial 
and public sector customers.

It is one of the most unique projects in 
the country as it also offers peak power 

generation to help balance the grid 
through a mixture of battery storage 
and combined heat and power with 
heat storage (see story below).

For more information visit www.
gateshead.gov.uk/energyscheme

Help us stamp 
out fraud
Fraud within the  
public sector costs  
the taxpayer billions  
every year.  Fraud  
is not a victimless  
crime and often  
the people who  
end up paying for  
it are you, the taxpayer.

There are many types of fraud 
that are committed every day by 
individuals and businesses. This 
can include people claiming for 
things they’re not entitled to such 
as council tax reductions, free 
school meals, grants, social care, 
blue badges or compensation for 
accidents that did not happen. 
Fraud committed by council 
tenants who allow others to stay 
in their homes or who make false 
housing applications. Businesses 
can also commit fraud by claiming 
the incorrect level of business 
rates or declare that properties are 
empty when they’re not. These all 
take valuable money away from the 
Council, money that we should be 
spending on vital services. 
We take all fraud very seriously and 
have a zero tolerance approach 
to it. Our corporate fraud team 
investigate allegations and where 
necessary we will look to prosecute 
offenders.

If you suspect someone is 
committing fraud against 
the Council please report 
it. You can do this online at 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
corporatefraud or email 
fraudreporting@gateshead.gov.
uk, call our fraud hotline on 0191 
433 2805 or if you would prefer 
write to us at Corporate Fraud 
Team, Internal Audit and Risk, 
Gateshead Council, Civic Centre, 
NE8 1HH.

Investigations into benefit 
fraud are no longer undertaken 
by the Council.  Please report 
benefit fraud to the Department 
for Works and Pensions - 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
corporatefraud 

Public consultation ends 
on 12 January 2018
Your views count  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/budget

You can also give your views by 
emailing budgetconsultation@
gateshead.gov.uk or calling 0191 
433 2058.

Balancing our budget
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Gateshead Awards 2017/2018
The shortlist for the Gateshead Awards 2017/18 is given below. To vote go to  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/gatesheadawards or use the coupon below.
The deadline is Friday 9 February with the awards ceremony taking place on Monday 19 March 2018. 
Full details of the nominees are on our website or can be requested from the Mayor’s Secretary on 
0191 433 2011.

And your winner is…
Tick ONE in each category and post the coupon to: Freepost COUNCIL NEWS or go online at www.gateshead.gov.uk  
One entry per person only.

The People’s Choice
More than 73,000 park-goers from 
throughout Britain nominated their 
favourite park in a competition 
organised by Keep Britain Tidy to 
discover ‘The People’s Choice’.

When the votes were counted, our very 
own Saltwell Park attracted enough 
votes to place it among the top 10 in 
the country – and the only park in the 
north of England to be chosen.

Honoured

Cabinet Member for Culture, Sport and 
Leisure, Councillor Angela Douglas said: 
“This is a huge accolade. We had already 
been honoured this year with another 
Green Flag, but for us to be considered 
one of the ten best parks in the UK is 
truly fantastic.

“Saltwell Park is one of our most popular 
local attractions, with hundreds 
of people visiting every day.  But 
maintaining this fantastic space is 

not easy, and with fewer and fewer 
resources available it’s one which the 
Council is finding ever more difficult. 

“However, our small team of park staff 
do a great job, ably supported by a very 
active Friends of Saltwell Park group 

who I know work tirelessly to keep our 
much-loved park at its peak. This award 
is as much a recognition of their efforts 
as our own, and I’d like to thank them 
and everyone who cast their vote for 
Saltwell Park as their People’s Choice.”

Members of the Friends of Saltwell Park join park staff to celebrate the park’s latest accolade

Voluntary Organisation  
of the Year
Borderline Books 

Friends of Chopwell Park 

Friends of Felling Park &  
Town Centre 

Little Theatre/Progressive Players 

North East Young Dads & Lads  
Project 

The Comfrey Project 

Young Carer of the Year 
(under 18)
Thea Jeffares 

Lukas Wilson 

Volunteer of the Year
Gillian Ions 

Christine Murray 

Dawn Partington 

Michael Wade 

Niall Ward 

Sports Club of the Year
Angling 4 All 

Felling Magpies FC 

Sports Coach of the Year
Gordon Bell 

Karl Boyd 

Rosalynd Miller 

Sports Achiever of the Year
Jonathan Brown 

Harry Hauxwell 

Helen Knox 

Lee Marshall 

Sarah Jane Rodgers 

Julie Waugh 

Young Achiever of the Year  
(25 and under)
Liam Blaney 

Laura Hillary 



Ambitious plans by Chelsea Flower 
Show gold medallist and TV garden 
designer Diarmuid Gavin to set up a 
“majestic and unique” urban garden 
on the banks of the Tyne have been 
unveiled.

Oasis

The privately-funded  temporary 
installation between the Swing Bridge 
and HMS Calliope on Gateshead Quays 
aims to create a cultural oasis and be 
a key visitor destination for the 2018 
Great Exhibition of the North and the 
NewcastleGateshead World Transplant 
Games in 2019.

The Plaza Garden will have 30 shipping 
containers set out to create open 
walkways and an enclosed area.  

It would house start-up businesses, 
shops, galleries, cafes and food outlets.  
The Main Urban Garden will have 
60 stacked shipping containers to 
represent a walled garden.

Diarmuid Gavin (pictured) said; “I 
want to create a remarkable garden at 
the heart of Tyneside with a majestic 
and unique design.  I want it to be an 

attraction that builds on the heritage 
of the last great North East Coast 
Exhibition which sets out a story of a 
proud history and a visionary future.”

Plans have been submitted to 
Gateshead Council and up to 100 
people would work at the site with the 
garden being maintained by National 
Trust gardeners and volunteers.
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Repair work at Felling Bypass underway
Work is currently underway to carry 
out repairs to Felling Bypass.

The work - between Whitemere Pool 
and Heworth roundabout - means 
that the dual carriageway has been 
reduced to a single lane in each 
direction to allow crash barriers on 
the verge to be replaced and new 
lighting to be installed. Crash barriers 
will also be installed in the central 
reservation to protect against cross-
over accidents.

These ancillary works are being 
carried out ahead of major structural 
repairs to Heworth roundabout.

The roundabout, which is built on a 
series of bridges over the Network 
Rail and Metro lines beneath, will be 
the focus of major repair work after 

structural engineers detected water 
seeping into the bridge structures.  If 
left unchecked, this water could cause 
serious and irreparable structural 
damage to the bridges.

Essential repair works will involve 
the complete removal of the road 
surface to allow the bridge decks 
to be waterproofed and a new road 
surface then applied. The work is 
currently expected to take up to six 
months to complete and will require 
the temporary closure of Shields Road 
to all traffic except buses.

Anneliese Hutchinson, service director 
for development, transport and public 
protection, said: 

“By completing these works first 
we hope to maintain two lanes in 

each direction for longer while the 
roundabout works are being carried 
out.  This will obviously help to keep 
traffic moving through the roadworks 
site and reduce overall congestion on 
the bypass.”

It is likely that work on the 
roundabout and the temporary 
closure of Shields Road, will now get 
underway in the New Year. Drivers 
and residents will be advised in the 
weeks ahead of the main work and 
the start date will be publicised widely 
once it is confirmed.

Drivers are advised to seek 
alternative routes or alternative 
modes of travel while these essential 
works are completed. For the latest 
information: www.gateshead.gov.
uk/heworthroundabout 

Plans for ‘unique’ urban garden on  
Gateshead Quays

Artists impression/DIarmuid Gavin



This isn’t 
right... things 
have to 
change

Council Leader, Martin Gannon 
said:  “We’ve made our pledges 
for a fairer Gateshead, but we 
want everyone to be involved 
in this transformation.  Our five 
pledges below will be at the heart 
of everything we do and the 
decisions we make, as we move 
forward to make Gateshead a fairer 
place for all and a place where 
everyone thrives.”

We pledge to:
1. Put people and families at the 

heart of everything we do

2. Tackle inequality so people 
have a fair chance

3. Support our communities to 
support themselves and each 
other

4. Invest in our economy 
to provide sustainable 
opportunities for employment, 
innovation and growth across 
the borough

5. Work together and fight for a 
better future for Gateshead

If you pledge online it will save you time and us money: www.gateshead.gov.uk/ipledge 
OR return the coupon below to FREEPOST, Council Newss

Do you support our pledges? Tell us what matters most to you in Gateshead.

Make your pledge for a fairer Gateshead
I pledge to help Gateshead be a place where everyone thrives. I can:

(As a resident you could pledge to lead a more healthy lifestyle, recycle more, get more involved in your local 
community – it’s up to you!)

OPTIONAL:  Name __________________________________   Postcode/Area __________________________

Tel ___________________________  Email ______________________________________________________

  I would like to subscribe to Gateshead Now for email updates from Gateshead Council.
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Making Gateshead a place 
where everyone thrives
The Council has always been fiercely ambitious for the people 
of Gateshead helping it to be a great place to live, work and 
visit.

Years of cuts in government funding means we can no longer 
do everything we did in the past, but that does not mean 
we’ve lost our ambition – we care more than ever. 

Every day we hear that people in Gateshead are not coping 
or are in need. We have too many people out of work, living 
in poverty and living shorter lives. It’s just not right, this 
unfairness can’t continue.

Big change is needed and fast. A radical rethink is needed 
about the way we work as a council, the way we spend the 
money, the way we work with partners, businesses and the 
local people in our communities.

As we start our journey towards a fairer and more equal 
Gateshead, we’ve made five key pledges that will be the 
foundation for how we work in future.  These are set out 
opposite.  But what do you think, do you support our pledges? 
Tell us what matters to you and how can you help us transform 
Gateshead.  This is your chance to tell us – please get involved.

5,000 people 
rely on food 
banks

Government 
grant funding 
cut in
half

9,000 people 
can’t work 
because of
long term 
illness

20%
children 
live in 
poverty

!



Up-to-date information on what’s happening can be found online at:  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/angel from February 2018 and we’ll also post 
information on our facebook page.  

The Angel of the North has reached the 
grand old age of twenty. 

Since it first spread its wings in February 
1998, it has become one of the most 
talked about and recognisable pieces 
of public art ever produced – winning 
many accolades and awards along the 
way. 

Whatever you think of it, it’s hard to 
imagine the skyline without it. The 
Angel welcomes visitors to Gateshead 
and is seen by one person every second 
- that’s 90,000 every day or 33 million 
every year!

Council Leader, Martin Gannon said, 
“People across our borough, our region 
and our country have taken the Angel 
of the North to their hearts over the 
past two decades. In the early days 
people were not easily convinced that 
this magnificent sculpture would be a 
success but the test of time has proven 
that not only do people like it, but they 
are extremely proud of it too.
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Happy 20th anniversary!

Sir Antony Gormley with The Angel of the North

Angel 10
When the Angel turned 10 in 2008,  
it didn’t celebrate alone. 

Fifty children, who were born on the 
same day that the Angel of the North 
arrived in Gateshead, joined the 
famous landmark to celebrate their 
tenth birthday together. 

Angel 15
When the Angel turned 15 in 2013, 
one of the original wooden maquettes 
used by Sir Antony Gormley as a design 
prototype went on display at the Shipley 
Art Gallery.

Angel 20
To mark this milestone, the Council is 
organising a number of events and 
local schools are also getting involved 
creating their own Angel activities 
and celebrations.  Information was still 
being finalised as we go to print, but 
we’ll bring you news about events in 
our March issue.

Angel to star in 
the One Show
Creator of the Angel of the North, 
Sir Antony Gormley returned to 
Gateshead last month to film a 
piece about our Angel and its 20th 
anniversary for the popular ‘One 
Show’ which is due to be shown on 
BBC 1. 

The 20-metre high Angel is 
no stranger to the limelight 
having appeared in numerous 
advertisements and TV 
programmes including BBC’s Match 
of the day, National Lottery Awards, 
the Antiques Roadshow and on TV 
news bulletins on a regular basis.

The birth of the Angel marked the 
beginning of a great deal of change 

in our borough and indeed the wider 
region. It was the catalyst for the 

cultural regeneration of Gateshead 
Quays that led to the Gateshead 
Millennium Bridge, BALTIC and 

Sage and its impact continues as we 
look forward to the next phase of 

development on our quayside.
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Be flood aware
Flooding can and has been an issue 
over the past few years in Gateshead, 
so it’s important to be prepared and 
protect yourself to make sure any 
damage is limited.

Checklist

Our website: www.gateshead.gov.
uk/flooding has lots of advice and 
information including a flood plan 
checklist – so this is a great place to 
start.  Key things to remember are:

• Always be prepared – create your 
own flood plan

• Protect your property if you know 
your home is at risk of flooding

• Always have insurance

• Keep informed by registering for 
flood warnings at www.gov.uk/
flood

Sandbags
In the past the Council has provided 
sandbags to individuals  and 
businesses. From our experience, 
there are more effective flood 
defences than individual sandbags, 
so these will no longer be available. 
However, we may still use sandbags 
to prevent the highway from 
flooding and for protecting areas that 
are known to flood.

Subscription traps 
and the lure of the 
free sample
An increasing problem for consumers 
is the so called subscription trap.  
These normally take place when 
a person signs up online for what 
appears a one-off, free or low cost 
product trial.

Unfortunately, they have also 
unknowingly agreed to a subscription 
for further products at full cost.  Usually, 
these are for things like anti-aging 
creams, slimming pills and cosmetics.  

Often, the claims made for such 
products are greatly exaggerated, 
to encourage interest. The firms 
exploit something called Continuous 
Payment Authority (CPA).  Consumers 
provide credit/debit card details, 
perhaps to pay a small delivery 
charge.  However, hidden in the 
terms and conditions is information 
stating that, unless cancelled, the firm 
will use this information to charge for 
subsequent monthly instalments.  By 
the time the consumer realises what 
is happening they will have often 
lost between £60-£100.  We know 
that about 2 million people in the 
UK have made complaints about the 
operation of CPA, so the problem is 
extremely severe.       

Depending on the wording and 
clarity of the terms and conditions, 
this kind of selling may be legal.  
This is why the government has 
announced an intention to consider 
legislation to prevent unexpected 
payments being taken from accounts 
for what are often unwanted beauty 
products.  However, at present, no 
change to the law has been made.

If you have any doubt as to the 
validity of an offer or have been 
a victim of this kind of selling 
it is worth checking to see if it 
is possible to get any money 
refunded. Contact our fair trading 
team on 0191 433 3987.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Run. Hide. Tell.
At the moment, the issue of terrorist 
attacks is regularly in the news.

Due to events in the UK and abroad, 
people are understandably concerned 
about a firearms or weapons attack. 
These attacks are very rare but in the 
event of such an attack, it helps to be 
prepared.

So stay safe and remember the  
words – RUN.  HIDE.  TELL. 

If you see or hear something that 
could be terrorist related, trust your 
instincts and call the confidential 
Anti-terrorist hotline on 0800 
789 321. You call could save lives. 
Always in an emergency, call 999.

RUN to a place of safety. This is a far better option than 
to surrender or negotiate. If there’s nowhere to go, then…

HIDE It’s better to hide than to confront. Remember to 
turn your phone to silent and turn off vibrate. Barricade 
yourself in if you can. Then finally and only when it is safe 
to do so…

TELL the police by calling 999.

IN THE RARE EVENT OF 
a firearms or weapons attack

HIDE TELLRUN To a place of safety.  
This is a far better option than 
to surrender or negotiate. If 
there’s nowhere to go, then…

RUN to a place of safety. This is a far better option than 
to surrender or negotiate. If there’s nowhere to go, then…

HIDE It’s better to hide than to confront. Remember to 
turn your phone to silent and turn off vibrate. Barricade 
yourself in if you can. Then finally and only when it is safe 
to do so…

TELL the police by calling 999.

IN THE RARE EVENT OF 
a firearms or weapons attack

HIDE TELLRUN It’s better to hide than to 
confront. Remember to turn 
your phone to silent and turn 
off vibrate. Barricade yourself in 
if you can. Then finally and only 
when it is safe to do so, hide.

RUN to a place of safety. This is a far better option than 
to surrender or negotiate. If there’s nowhere to go, then…

HIDE It’s better to hide than to confront. Remember to 
turn your phone to silent and turn off vibrate. Barricade 
yourself in if you can. Then finally and only when it is safe 
to do so…

TELL the police by calling 999.

IN THE RARE EVENT OF 
a firearms or weapons attack

HIDE TELLRUN
Tell the police by calling 999.

Major cyber security alert
Earlier this year it was announced 
that Equifax, the credit reference 
agency, was hacked. Over 15.2 
million UK records were targeted.

Over the last few weeks Equifax 
wrote to the 700,000 people whose 
data may have been compromised. 
This data included people’s phone 
numbers, email addresses or passwords  
and driving license numbers. If you 
have received a letter and have any 
concerns about the contents, call 
Equifax’s on 0800 587 1584.

Warning – scammers often jump 
on the bandwagon of data breaches 
like this. Over the next few months 
they may look to reproduce these 
letters but include links to their scam 
phone numbers or websites. Please 
always check that websites and 
phone numbers are legitimate before 
responding. 

If you have any concerns please 
call trading standards on  
0191 433 3987.
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Garden waste 

AT YOUR SERVICE

While Gateshead sleeps…

Subscriptions for next year’s garden 
waste collection service are now open.

Last year, almost 28,000 householders 
opted into the service and a similar 
number is expected next year – 
especially as the price has been frozen 
at 2017 prices.

The annual charge for fortnightly 
garden waste collections from April 
to October will be £33 - but register 
before the end of January and you’ll 
receive a £2 discount. 

Early sign-up also guarantees that 
you’ll get all 15 fortnightly collections 
from your kerbside when the service 
starts next April – something that 

can’t be guaranteed to latecomers 
due to the time it can take to process 
applications, issue collection packs 
and amend vehicle collection routes. 

Cabinet Member for Communities 
and Volunteering, Councillor Linda 
Green, said: “There’s a lot of support 
for recycling in Gateshead and it’s 
great to see so many people choosing 
to dispose of their waste in this way.

“We fully understand the financial 
pressures which many local residents 
are under, so we have frozen the price 
for next year to ensure that as many 
local people as possible can continue 
to take advantage of this service.”

To sign up for next year’s garden 
waste collections, go to www.
gateshead.gov.uk/gardenwaste or 
phone 0191 433 7000.

As you tuck yourself up in bed tonight, 
spare a thought for our gritter crews – 
because their day is only just beginning!

The start of winter means the Council’s 
fleet of gritter lorries has to be available 
at 60-minutes notice 24 hours a day. 
That means drivers have to be on 
stand-by right through the night from 
November until the end of March. 
Other staff are constantly monitoring 
temperature and rainfall forecasts to try 
to predict what the next few hours will 
bring. 

It can be a long night behind the wheel, 
but at least the drivers won’t have much 
traffic to slow them up.

Efficient

“Overnight is a much more efficient 
time to grit because our lorries don’t get 
caught up in traffic so they can cover 
more miles,” says Colin Huntington, 
service director responsible for 
Gateshead’s winter maintenance 
programme.   

“Obviously, night time is the coldest 
time of the day so we’re more likely 
to be gritting then anyway.  Plus we 
always aim to get a good layer of rock 
salt onto the road surface ahead of the 
morning rush because gritting during 
the rush hour is really not an option.”

A bad winter would see around 20,000 
tonnes of rock salt used, but the last five 

winters have seen temperatures well 
above freezing for much of the time, so 
we’ve averaged around 6,000 tonnes of 
rock salt.

Gateshead’s landscape presents some 
unique challenges. The borough has 
the highest altitudes in Tyne and Wear 
which means roads can freeze more 
quickly than elsewhere in the area. 

With almost 600 miles of road to cover, 
gritting is carried out on a strict priority 
basis, with the busiest roads and 
primary bus routes treated first. 

In freezing weather, our gritters have 
more than 323 miles of priority road to 
treat in a single night - that’s equivalent 
to gritting all the way from Gateshead 
to Southampton!

Did you know?
• If it snows during the rush hour, 

we can’t always get the grit to 
where it needs to be because, just 
like you, our gritter lorries could 
be stuck in traffic.

• We can’t grit when it’s raining. It’s 
a complete waste of time because 
the salt just gets washed straight 
into the drains.

• Rain followed by a sudden freeze 
is the nightmare scenario because 
there won’t be any salt left on the 
wet roads to stop the road surface 
from freezing.

• Overnight snowfall can be a 
difficult problem because rock 
salt needs a regular flow of traffic 
to work it into the road surface 
– so if there is no traffic, it won’t 
always melt the snow.

• Weather can change quickly and 
unexpectedly – our professional 
forecasting service is good, but 
sometimes even they can be 
ambushed by the ever-changing 
weather.

Check out our winter page on the 
Council’s website which has loads 
of useful information:  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/winter 
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Shoe box appeal
There’s still time for you to 
make a donation 
for the Christmas 
Shoe Box appeal 
to provide Christmas 
gifts to Gateshead 
organisations helping 
those in most need.

A collection point at 
Gateshead Civic Centre is open 
until 20 December where you can 
leave any of the following items 
that would fit into a shoe box:

• Small children’s toys (no military 
type toys such as guns, tanks etc.)

• Hats, scarfs and gloves

• Toiletries and 
hygiene 
products

• Hair bobbles, 
hair combs and 
brushes

• Chocolates, sweets and other 
goodies

Contact Kate Marshall on  
0191 433 3255 or email  
katemarshall@gateshead.gov.uk

Volunteers needed
Volunteers are always needed, now 
more than ever.  So, if you have never 
considered it, or are looking to get 
more involved in a local group in your 
area – why not make it your New Year 
resolution? 

You can find out a lot about 
volunteering and what’s involved on 
the Council’s website and view the 
volunteering opportunities available 
across the borough.  From joining a 

‘Friends’ group to help improve your 
local environment, taking part in 
befriending schemes, helping to run 
a community centre, or using your 
digital skills to help others – the list is 
endless.

You’ll benefit too, from learning 
new skills that will help you in your 
career to making new friends and 
having the satisfaction of knowing 
you have made a real difference to 

people in your local 
community and 
helping to change 
things for the better.

Go to www.gateshead.gov.uk/
volunteering to find out more or 
call Kate Marshall at the Council 
on 0191 433 3255 katemarshall@
gateshead.gov.uk

AT YOUR SERVICE

Older People’s Assembly  
celebrates 10th anniversary
The assembly - which is based at 
Deckham Village Hall in Split Crow Road 
- is organising a series of events this 
year to mark this milestone.

In the organisation’s annual report 
for 2016/17, chair Esther Ward said: “I 
can safely say that the year has been 
our most successful year to date. Our 
membership has grown by 23% and 
the level of our involvement with older 
people has been phenomenal.

“The number of people volunteering 
has increased significantly and more 
people than ever are attending events, 
exercise classes and social groups.”

The organisation runs a series of events 
to help older people in the borough 
to stay fit and healthy, to combat 
loneliness and help them eat well.  
These include:

• a walking and activity group, Tai Chi 
and ‘Staying Steady’ postural stability 
classes;

• arts and crafts groups;

• social and reminiscence groups;

• Get Connected computer classes

• tea dances and an eating well project.

The Charity also runs a pay what you 
can café, the Cosy Crow maintains a 
dementia-friendly community garden 
at their base in Deckham. In March, 
the Assembly was voted Voluntary 
Organisation of the Year in the 
Gateshead awards.

For more details on the assembly, 
events and activities visit:  
www.gatesheadopa.org.uk  
or call 0191 438 1721

Help us 
A number of organisation need volunteers now – some examples of the kind of volunteers they need are given below:
Age UK: Need volunteers from drivers to admin assistants, day care helpers to  charity shop assistants. Call 0191 477 3559 
or visit www.ageukgateshead.org.uk for more information.

Digital Heritage volunteer: Based at Central Library/St Mary’s Heritage Centre, this role would involve processing 
Gateshead Library’s local studies collection and provide advice and guidance on local and family histories. Training will be 
given. Call Kate Marshall 0191 433 3255, kate.marshall@gateshead.gov.uk or visit www.gateshead.co.uk/volunteering
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AT YOUR SERVICE

Keeping you informed –  
tell us what you think

How we inform you and how you would like to be informed

1. Overall, how well do you think Gateshead Council keeps residents informed about the services and benefits it 
provides? 

   Very well informed

   Fairly well informed

   Not very well informed 

   Not well informed at all 

   Don’t know

 

2. How do you CURRENTLY find out about Gateshead Council and the services it provides?  Tick all the boxes that 
apply.

   Council website www.gateshead.gov.uk

   Printed information provided by the council (e.g. leaflets, flyers, public notices)

   Gateshead Now (monthly free subscribed email)

   Word of mouth ( e.g. Friends, neighbours and relatives)

   Council News (free delivered to all households)

   Direct contact with the Council (e.g. contact with staff, public meetings and events)

   Council’s social media sites (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, YouTube)

   From your local councillor

   Local media (e.g. newspapers, TV, radio)

   Do not find out any information

   Other (please specify) _____________________________________________________________________________

                  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

 

If you feel we don’t keep you informed, please explain why:

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Continued on next page

WIN £50 
 intu Metrocentre 

vouchers!  
Complete and return the survey  
by the deadline and we’ll enter  

you into a draw to win £50  
of intu Metrocentre  

Vouchers. 

We are constantly looking for new and better ways to keep you informed about  
the Council, its services and your local area. 

To help us better understand how we are currently doing and how you would like  
to be informed in the future, please could you spare a few minutes to take part in  
our survey.

If you can, please complete this short survey online at  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/consultations  
or if you prefer, complete and send this page to: FREEPOST: Council News

Deadline for submissions: 31 Jan 2018. 
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AT YOUR SERVICE

3.   Please select the top THREE WAYS YOU WOULD PREFER to receive information from the Council IN THE FUTURE.

   Council website

   Printed information provided by the Council (e.g. leaflets, flyers, public notices)

   Gateshead Now (monthly free subscribed email)

   Word of mouth ( e.g. Friends, neighbours and relatives)

   Council News (free delivered to all households)

   Direct contact with the Council (e.g. contact with staff, public meetings and events)

   Council’s social media sites (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, YouTube)

   From your local councillor

   Local media (e.g. newspapers, TV, radio)

   Do not find out any information

   Other (please specify)______________________________________________________________________________

4. How likely would you be to use the following ways of contacting Gateshead Council IN THE FUTURE?

 Very likely       Likely       Unlikely      Don’t know
 Pay, report or book a council service through the Gateshead Council 

    
 

website. 

 Sign up for text alerts about council services you are interested on your  
mobile phone     

 Sign up for email messages and alerts you are interested in     

 Contact via the Council’s social media eg face book, twitter     

 Ask for information via the Council website     

 Attend a local public forum to ask questions about the council     
 

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO DO THIS SURVEY.  

WIN £50 intu Metrocentre vouchers.
YES please include me in the draw* to win £50 intu Metrocentre vouchers.

Name  __________________________________________________________

Preferred contact method:

Email  __________________________________________________________

Phone  __________________________________________________________

If you’re the lucky winner, we will contact you to arrange sending you your prize.  THANK YOU.  

* Prize Draw terms and conditions:
1.  Winners will be selected at random after the closing date. 

2.  Only one entry will be made for each individual respondent. 

3.  Entries received after the closing date will not be entered into 
the prize draw. 

4.  The prize draw is only open to residents of Gateshead. 

5.  No correspondences will be entered into other than with the 
winner.

6.  Any prizes that fail to be claimed within 6 weeks of the draw 
date will be redrawn. 

7.  We accept no responsibility for the prize being lost, damaged 
or delayed in the post.
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LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Catering contract success
Gateshead Council’s school catering 
service has won the contract to provide 
school meals to approximately 1,000 
pupils and teachers at Sedgefield 
Community College in County Durham.

We beat off competition from several 
other local and national catering 
providers to secure a three-year 
contract with the college.

New look

Complete with a new ‘pitstop’ 
branding, the serving areas are bright 
and engaging and were ready in time 
for the pupils returning to school after 
the summer break. They can enjoy 
a wide range of hot food, as well as 
sandwiches, wraps, jacket potatoes and 
salads, all at affordable prices and in a 
bright and informal food court setting.

The bright new look is bound to 
attract attention, but it is nutritional 
standards that are paramount. Facilities 

and catering manager Michael Lamb 
explained: “We think one of the reasons 
Sedgefield College invited us to take 
over their catering was because of our 
commitment to quality. 

“That means much of our food is freshly 
prepared on site using locally-sourced 
and locally-grown ingredients. We also 
demand high welfare standards from 
our suppliers, and that means all of 
our eggs are free range, all meat and 
poultry meets the Red Tractor assured 
quality mark and we don’t use GM or 
mechanically-recovered meats.” 

For more information on our  
school meals service visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/schoolmeals 
call 0800 169 2780 or email 
schoolcatering@gateshead.gov.uk

School admission deadline
If your child is due to start at a 
Gateshead primary, infant or junior 
school for the first time in September 
2018, and you haven’t already applied, 
there’s still time. And the easiest way 
to submit your application is to do it 
online.

The closing date for submitting 
application forms is 15 January 2018.

Simply go to www.gateshead. gov.
uk/schooladmissions and complete 

the online application form. You can 
also access a copy of the admission 
to schools booklet on the Council’s 
website which contains lots of useful 
information about the  admissions 
process.

The online system is easy to use, 
there is no risk of your application 
getting lost in the post, you receive 
confirmation when we receive your 
form, and email confirmation of which 

school your child has been offered on 
allocation day.

Alternatively you can request a paper 
application form from The School 
Admissions Team, Dryden Centre, 
Evistones Road, Low Fell, Gateshead, 
NE9 5UR. 

For more information call the team 
on 0191 433 2756/ 2757/ 2109.

Food for thought
If you are thinking of putting food out 
for red kites this winter, think again.  
That’s the advice of The Friends of 
Red Kites who are aware of red kites 
visiting local gardens because of food 
that has been left out for them.

Basically, unless we have a very 
severe winter, there’s plenty of 
natural food in the Derwent Valley to 
sustain a healthy red kite population 
so supplementary feeding is not 
necessary.  In fact it may even 
discourage the birds from spreading 
out and finding their own food 
naturally or even harm them. 

If however, you choose to go ahead 
please bear in mind the following:

• Do not provide cooked food as it 
has minimal nutritional value.

• Do not supply processed meat as it 
contains salt which may be harmful. 

• Ensure the meat has skin and/or 
bone to provide calcium; a lack of 
calcium has been linked to growth 
and bone disorders in some young 
kites.

• Ensure the meat has fur or feathers 
included as this binds with any 
undigested material which the kites 
regurgitate as pellets.

Also, it would be wise to check with 
your neighbours that you plan to feed 
the red kites as feeding them could 
attract other birds such as black-
backed gulls, or even rats.

For more information visit  
www.friendsofredkites.org.uk
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Ravensworth Terrace Primary school in 
Birtley, rated as outstanding by Ofsted, 
now has a building that matches the 
quality of its teaching.

Pupils and staff have been enjoying 
their brand new school for over three 
months now leaving behind the old 

Victorian school buildings that have 
served them, and the local community 
for over 100 years.

Costing over £7 million, this two-storey 
building is home to 210 pupils and 
staff and will help meet the demand for 
more school places arising from current 
and new housing developments 
located within its catchment area.  

The new school features:

• flexible teaching spaces
• large multi-purpose hall
• learning resource area
• kitchen and dining areas
• outdoor learning spaces
• multi-use games area/football pitch

Cabinet Member for Children and 
Young People, Councillor Gary Haley 
said: “The new school is at the heart of 
the community and is ideally placed 
to meet the needs of the people of 
Birtley both now and in the future. This 
fantastic new building certainly offers 
an inspirational learning environment 
where the children will be able to thrive 
and realise their potential.”

Money for the project came from the 
Department of Education’s Education 
Funding Agency, with a contribution 
from Gateshead Council.

For more information contact the 
school on 0191 433 4200 or visit 
www.ravensworthterrace.com

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

New school for new school year

Ravensworth Primary school

PE ‘first’ for Gateshead teachers
Nine Gateshead teachers have been the first in the borough to study for two 
national qualifications in physical education.

The nine, all from different Gateshead schools, studied for the Level 5 
Certificate in Primary School Physical Education Specialism and the  
Level 6 Award in Primary School Physical Education Subject Leadership.

Gateshead School Sport Partnership became an approved centre for the 
new national primary school physical education qualifications for teachers 
back in 2015.

The aim of these qualifications is to improve teachers’ skills to help them 
deliver the primary school physical education curriculum.  The group were 
presented with their certificates by the Mayor of Gateshead, Councillor 
Pauline Dillon.

 l to r: Louise Noble, Gillian Rooney, Christine 
Dobson, Nadia Pinnella, Andrew Ridley, Hayley 
Ford. Ian Donkin

Get on course
Check out the 
hundreds of adult 
learning and skills 
courses on offer for 
Spring 2018.

Full details are 
in the special 
supplement in the 
centre of this issue 
of Council News. 

You can also check these out  
and enrol online at  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
learningskills

Tree scheme for Gateshead Schools
Gateshead schools are being given 
the chance to join a national scheme 
aimed at encouraging pupils to learn 
more about woods and trees.

The Woodland Trust has set up the 
Green Tree Schools Award which 
offers schools a free resource 
pack and rewards for completing 
environmental activities and 
encouraging outdoor learning. 

Staff at the trust can also offer help 
and advice to schools about what 
sort of activities pupils can take part 
in as part of the national curriculum.

So far 24 schools in the borough are 
registered with the award scheme.   
Ten schools have reached bronze 
level and four have reached silver 
level.

As well as the free pack, schools also 
receive a set of wildlife ID guides 
worth £26.

For further help and support email 
AaronBenson@woodlandtrust.
org.uk   

For more information about the 
award and to register go to:  
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

          Enrol online www.learningSkills.eu                                                                                                            Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/learningSkillsNE       1
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Universal Credit

Help with Budgeting
If you have claimed Universal Credit 
and need help to manage your 
budget tell your Work Coach at the 
Jobcentre as soon as possible. The 
Council has a Personal Budgeting 
Support service at the Civic Centre 
and your Work Coach will refer you 
to the Council for an appointment.

For more information about 
budgeting advice ring the 
Council on 0191 433 3676. 

From November, the wider introduction of Universal Credit will affect people living 
in the West of Gateshead, including Blaydon, Ryton or Chopwell. In mid-December, 
some Gateshead residents who attended Consett or Stanley jobcentres will also 
be affected.  Between January and March 2018, Jobcentre Plus will contact anyone 
already receiving Universal Credit who applied before 14 October to ask them to 
create a new online account.

Help with your claim
Because applications for Universal Credit are expected to be made online we want 
to support those people who don’t have internet access, or have limited computer 
skills and need a little extra help.  

Council computers are available at Gateshead Civic Centre and at local libraries 
(where there will be limited help and support available). This is also the case in 
some Housing Offices and Community Centres. Computers are also available at 
Gateshead and Blaydon Jobcentres.

To find out where else you can get online and where you can get help with 
your claim visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/claimuniversalcredit

If you can’t use a computer at all and have no one who can help you, ring 
the Benefits section on 0191 433 4646 for more advice or to make an 
appointment for help.

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Giving Looked After Children a voice
Children in council care have been 
involved in a cutting-edge project 
involving the Council, Sage Gateshead 
and Digital Voice for Communities - a 
Gateshead-based social enterprise.

The Digital Me project gave 21 young 
people aged from 7-16 the opportunity 
to create their own digital stories so 
they could share their experiences 
and concerns.  It also gave them the 
chance to give advice to those adults 
and services responsible for children in 
care and other young people going into 
care.

As part of the £30,000 project – funded 
by Gateshead Council and the Ragdoll 
Foundation - the young people:

• produced an eight-minute video;

• wrote songs;

• wrote about their experiences;

• produced their own individual digital 
‘Life Books’ and

• had their posters and drawings put 
on public display.

The work that each young person 
produced was entirely their own.  
The individual Life Book films, each 
lasting about five minutes, were used 
in the eight-minute compilation film. 
The video features avatars which the 
children created themselves and they 
provided the voice-overs to go with the 
films.

An exhibition of their work was on 
show at the St Mary’s Heritage Centre 
recently and there are plans to display it 
in Gateshead Civic Centre, near Bewicks 
Restaurant.

Cabinet Member for Children and 
Young People, Councillor Gary Haley 
said: “Going into care is very traumatic 
for a young person. We wanted to help 
them give them a voice about what 
they’ve gone through, their worries and 
their hopes for the future.

“One of the key messages to come out 
of the project was that the people who 
look after these young people shouldn’t 
under-estimate what they have to say - 
even if some of them are quite young.”

For more information about Universal Credit visit the Universal Credit website at  
www.gov.uk/universal-credit

Help with Council Tax
Universal Credit doesn’t cover 
help towards your Council Tax and 
you will still need to apply to the 
Council for this.  

Visit the Council website  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
counciltaxsupport
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JOBS AND ECONOMY

Architects appointed for 
Gateshead Quays

Three leading firms of architects have 
been appointed to plan the 10-acre 
site on Gateshead Quays that will be 
the location for our new £200 million 
regional arena and conference and 
exhibition centre. 

World-renowned architects firm HOK 
have been appointed to design the 
new 12,500 seat arena and international 
conference and exhibition centre. 

AHR Architects Ltd has been selected 
to develop and design the overall 
masterplan of the site including hotels, 
bars and restaurants and car parking 
for the scheme and Planit-ie, with 
particular experience in designing 
outside spaces, has been selected as 
landscape architects.

These appointments have been made 
by Ask Real Estate and PATRIZIA UK, 
Gateshead Council’s development 
partners for Gateshead Quays. 

World class

Council Leader, Martin Gannon, said: 
“The appointment of the design team 
is a critical and landmark decision for 
this project. All three organisations have 
global reputations and that shows our 
commitment to bringing a world-class 
arena and conference and exhibition 
facilities to the North East.”

The design team will start work on a 
masterplan for Gateshead Quays and it 
is expected that a planning application 
will be made in late 2018.

For more information on Gateshead Quays visit 
www.investgateshead.com/gatesheadquays

A decade of help from Digital Voice
A social enterprise in Gateshead is 
celebrating its 10th anniversary.

Digital Voice for Communities helps 
people of all ages and abilities to learn 
and improve their digital skills.

The enterprise - which is based in 
Blackhall Mill - has pioneered new 
techniques to help more than 5,000 
people including:

• helping older people improve 
independence through inTouch 
digital inclusion courses;

• working with young people to 
improve employability through 
coding and social media skills;

• using video, stills and audio with 
inter-generational groups to share 
local history; and

• pioneering a cutting edge approach 
to using tablets to help vulnerable 
people use digital communication to 
have a voice and improve services.

The enterprise has also helped a 
number of projects in the North East, 

including working with looked-after 
children in Gateshead to create a special 
animation video and communication 
tools for the Council’s “Our Care Pledge” 
(see feature on page 4).

Co-founder Julie Nicholson said:   
“We offer hands-on opportunities for 
people of all ages and abilities to use 
digital activities and skills to improve 
their lives.”

For more information go to:  
www.digitalvoice.org.uk

Gateshead Quays: Picture courtesy of Graeme Peacock

Fairtrade  
anniversary
Gateshead is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary as a fairtrade borough.

Gateshead was first given Fairtrade 
Town status in 2007 after the 
Council passed a resolution 
supporting Fairtrade and 
committing us to:

• offer Fairtrade products for use 
in council meetings, conference 
and hospitality purposes;

• use Fairtrade ingredients and 
products at our catering outlets; 
and

• support the Gateshead 
Fairtrade Steering Group to 
maintain the ‘Fairtrade Town’ 
status for Gateshead through 
the provision of nominated 
members and officers.

Councillor Mary Foy, Chair of 
Gateshead Fairtrade Partnership, 
said:

“I’m really proud that Gateshead 
is celebrating 10 years of being a 
Fairtrade Town. We now see many 
of the local shops and cafes selling 
products or using ingredients that 
include the Fairtrade Mark.”

Traidcraft are members of the 
Gateshead Fairtrade Steering 
Group. Their CEO Robin Roth 
added:  “As the pioneers of fair 
trade in the UK, we are delighted 
to be able to celebrate our home 
town of Gateshead holding 
Fairtrade Town status for 10 years!”
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North East Creative Craft
Celebrating the work of traditional and contemporary craft students, 
tutors, makers and sellers; North East Creative Craft brings 
together inspirational places, people and learning opportunities 
with this exciting new development. It was launched at a 
wonderful evening in May at Bensham Grove with an evening 
of free workshops, celebrity guests and music.

The partnership between Bensham Grove Community 
Centre and Gateshead Council learningSkills is committed 
to developing creativity in everyone,  providing; a diverse 
range of courses and workshops, for learners at all levels, 
opportunities to buy and sell handmade  goods at market place 
events and to be part of a creative community that shares, builds 
networks and amazing success stories.

From its home at Bensham Grove, reaching out to the Shipley Art Gallery, the Interchange 
Centre and community venues across Gateshead, courses such as pottery and textiles, 
silversmithing and glass crafts are listed in the following pages. Further details of all that is 
wonderful and exciting in North East Creative Craft can be found on their Facebook page. 

North East Creative Craft staff are often available to attend community events. Please get in 
touch, if you feel we could help.

A warm welcome awaits everyone; from absolute beginners to emerging artists and statement 
makers…. North East Creative Craft is absolutely the place to be.

Discover the exciting range of creative craft courses on offer on pages 4 - 7.

Starting  
your own small 

business?

Our one day workshop  
on the 17 February  
may be just what  

you need for a  
great start. 

Forword Zentangle art work by Dawn Brown

We are a high quality learning and skills 
service that:

• offers a truly lifelong learning experience , we really 
are a cradle to the grave service  
enrolling 13,000 people a year onto courses

• delivers learning at a local level in over 100 venues 
and to 300 businesses a year

• delivers entry level tasters to accredited access to 
university programmes

So why don’t you join us and learn?  
You could:

• discover skills you never knew you had

• kick start new career opportunities

• gain qualifications

• learn to stay safe online

• make new friends

• improve your health and wellbeing

• meet like-minded people

• learn in a warm, welcoming environment with 
excellent tuition, great value for money and all the 
support and advice you need

What’s on offer?

• more than 300 courses and activities throughout 
the year - daytime and evenings

• community courses across Gateshead

• information, advice and guidance to help you 
choose the right course from a  
nationally accredited Matrix Centre

• free Skills for Life courses to improve your reading, 
writing, maths and communication skills

• Functional Skills courses that give practical skills in 
English and maths - which are valued  
by employers.

• free courses for you and your family to learn 
together

• hundreds of courses at reduced costs to help you 
return to learning

• Apprenticeship programmes, we are one of the 
largest Local Authority  
apprenticeship providers in the country

• learning programmes that help you find your new 
career

We look forward to you joining one our programmes.

We want you, your family and friends to have the best life possible, countless studies show learning supports you 
get the best life chances. That’s why learning is key part of Gateshead Council’s vision of local people enjoying 
the best quality of life. People who learn are less likely to be in debt, are more likely to find employment and 
stay employed, have better physical and mental health, are more likely to have children who are successful in 
education and of course have a greater income.

If you want to be successful in learning you need to choose a high quality learning provider. Ofsted, Matrix, 
National Centre for Diversity all rate us as Good.
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North East Creative Craft
Celebrating the work of traditional and contemporary craft students, 
tutors, makers and sellers; North East Creative Craft brings 
together inspirational places, people and learning opportunities 
with this exciting new development. It was launched at a 
wonderful evening in May at Bensham Grove with an evening 
of free workshops, celebrity guests and music.

The partnership between Bensham Grove Community 
Centre and Gateshead Council learningSkills is committed 
to developing creativity in everyone,  providing; a diverse 
range of courses and workshops, for learners at all levels, 
opportunities to buy and sell handmade  goods at market place 
events and to be part of a creative community that shares, builds 
networks and amazing success stories.

From its home at Bensham Grove, reaching out to the Shipley Art Gallery, the Interchange 
Centre and community venues across Gateshead, courses such as pottery and textiles, 
silversmithing and glass crafts are listed in the following pages. Further details of all that is 
wonderful and exciting in North East Creative Craft can be found on their Facebook page. 

North East Creative Craft staff are often available to attend community events. Please get in 
touch, if you feel we could help.

A warm welcome awaits everyone; from absolute beginners to emerging artists and statement 
makers…. North East Creative Craft is absolutely the place to be.

Discover the exciting range of creative craft courses on offer on pages 4 - 7.

Starting  
your own small 

business?

Our one day workshop  
on the 17 February  
may be just what  

you need for a  
great start. 

Forword Zentangle art work by Dawn Brown

We are a high quality learning and skills 
service that:

• offers a truly lifelong learning experience , we really 
are a cradle to the grave service  
enrolling 13,000 people a year onto courses

• delivers learning at a local level in over 100 venues 
and to 300 businesses a year

• delivers entry level tasters to accredited access to 
university programmes

So why don’t you join us and learn?  
You could:

• discover skills you never knew you had

• kick start new career opportunities

• gain qualifications

• learn to stay safe online

• make new friends

• improve your health and wellbeing

• meet like-minded people

• learn in a warm, welcoming environment with 
excellent tuition, great value for money and all the 
support and advice you need

What’s on offer?

• more than 300 courses and activities throughout 
the year - daytime and evenings

• community courses across Gateshead

• information, advice and guidance to help you 
choose the right course from a  
nationally accredited Matrix Centre

• free Skills for Life courses to improve your reading, 
writing, maths and communication skills

• Functional Skills courses that give practical skills in 
English and maths - which are valued  
by employers.

• free courses for you and your family to learn 
together

• hundreds of courses at reduced costs to help you 
return to learning

• Apprenticeship programmes, we are one of the 
largest Local Authority  
apprenticeship providers in the country

• learning programmes that help you find your new 
career

We look forward to you joining one our programmes.

We want you, your family and friends to have the best life possible, countless studies show learning supports you 
get the best life chances. That’s why learning is key part of Gateshead Council’s vision of local people enjoying 
the best quality of life. People who learn are less likely to be in debt, are more likely to find employment and 
stay employed, have better physical and mental health, are more likely to have children who are successful in 
education and of course have a greater income.

If you want to be successful in learning you need to choose a high quality learning provider. Ofsted, Matrix, 
National Centre for Diversity all rate us as Good.
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North East Creative Craft  Learning for Leisure
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm            u Tutor can sign for the deaf   

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

GBM0701 Bread and Cake Making 10/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3

Bensham Grove Community Centre

GBG0935 u Zip and Piped Cushion 13/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0936 Sat Silver Workshops 13/01/18 £70.00 £70.00 Sat 10am-3.30pm 4 Entry 3
GBG0937 Introducing Silver Clay 13/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0938 Aluminium Can Jewellery 20/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0939 u A  Time Travellers Journal  27/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0940 u Quilted Tote Bag  10/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0941 Calligraphy Masterclass 10/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Level 2
GBG1501 Starting your own small business? 17/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0942 u A Tilda Chicken  24/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0943 Capturing Nature with Silver Clay 24/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0944 The Exquisite March Hare 03/03/18 £36.50 £36.50 Sat 10am-3.30pm 2 Level 1
GBG0945 Silver Ring Making Workshop 03/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0946 u Lino Printing 10/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0947 u Contemporary Book Making 17/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0948 Silver Clay and Glass 17/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0949 u Watercolour Cards 24/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0950 Lampshade Making 24/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0951 Flowers for Springtime 27/01/18 £36.50 £36.50 Sat 10am-12noon 5 Level 1

Shipley Art Gallery

GSK0912 u Lino Printing 20/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10.30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0913 u Watercolour Cards 03/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10:30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0914 Exploring Needlefelt 10/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10:30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0915 u Pallet Art 17/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10.30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0916 u Decorative Textile Boxes 03/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10:30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0917 Copper Easter Eggs 10/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10:30am-4pm 1 Entry 3

Stonehills

GZK0505 DIY - Plastering 03/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am - 3:30pm 1 Entry 3
GZK0506 DIY - Carpentry 21/04/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am - 3:30pm 1 Entry 3
GZK0507 DIY - Painting and Decorating 30/06/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am - 3:30pm 1 Entry 3

Whickham Comprehensive School

GWZ0701 Bread and Cake Making 24/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10.00-3.30pm 1 Entry 3

North East Creative Craft  ART, Design & Performing Arts
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm            
u Tutor can sign for the deaf 

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM0903 Painting Techniques 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3
PBM0904 From Paper to Fabric...Creative Crafts 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3
PBM0905 Step by Step Drawing Skills 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 10am-12noon 10 Entry
PBM0906 Step by Step Painting Skills 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 6-8pm 10 Entry

Barmoor Hub

PRD0901 u Watercolour Painting 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 6-8:30pm 10 Level 1
PRD0902 u Handbags and Gladrags.... 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 9:45am-12:15pm 10 Level 1
PRD0903 u Quilting Techniques 17/01/18 £36.25 £28.12 Wed 1-3.30pm 5 Level 1

Bensham Grove Community Centre

PBG0901 Silversmithing from Scratch 27/01/18 £43.50 £33.75 Sat 10am-3.30pm 3 Level 1
FBG0902 Level 3 Ceramics tbc £580.00 £580.00 Sun 10am-4.30pm 20 Level 3
PBG0902 Silversmithing Techniques 20/01/18 £43.50 £33.75 Sat 10am-3.30pm 3 mixed
PBG0903 Beginners/Improvers Stained Glass 13/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 4 Entry 3
FBG0903 Level 2 Stained Glass 20/01/18 £174.00 £135.00 Sat 10am-3.30pm 12 Level 2
PBG0945 Oils and Acrylics 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
PBG0946 u Card Making and Papercraft 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 1-3pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0907 Improvers Pottery (Day) 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 12:30-3pm 10 Level 1
PBG0908 New Pottery Techniques 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 3.30-6pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0910 Improvers Pottery (Evening) 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 6:30-9pm 10 Level 1
PBG0911 Sewing and Dressmaking 16/01/08 £72.50 £56.25 Tues 9:30 am-12noon 10 level 1
PBG0912 u Sketching and Watercolours 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
PBG0947 Beginners Calligraphy 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3
PBG0913 u Sketching and Watercolours 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 12:30-2:30pm 10 Level 1
PBG0914 Dressmaking 16/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Tues 12:30-3pm 10 Level 1
PBG0915 Pottery and Ceramics 16/01/18 £87.00 £67.50 Tues 1-4pm 10 mixed
PBG0916 Dressmaking 16/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Tues 3:15-5:45pm 10 Level 1
PBG0917 Dressmaking 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6:30-8:30pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0948 u Soft Furnishings 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0918 Pottery 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 7-9pm 10 Level 1
PBG0920 Intermediate Silversmithing 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 12:30-3pm 10 Level 1
PBG0921 Sewing and Dressmaking 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 12.30-3pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0922 Dressmaking 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 6-8:30pm 10 Level 1
PBG0949 Calligraphy for Everyone 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 2-4pm 10 Entry 3
FBG0906 L2 Silversmithing 17/01/18 £145.00 £112.50 Wed 6-8:30pm 10 Level 2
PBG0924 Improvers Guitar 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 6-8pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0925 u Pastel Painting* 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
FBG0907 Fused Glass 18/01/18 £145.00 £116.50 Thurs 9.30am-12noon 20 level 1
FBG0908 u Watercolour Painting 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 1-3pm 20 Level 1
FBG0909 Fused Glass 18/01/18 £145.00 £116.50 Thurs 1-3.30pm 20 Level 1
FBG0910 Portraiture: Beyond a Likeness 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 6:30-8:30pm 10 Level 1

Courses may be free for  
JSA or ESA recipients
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North East Creative Craft  Learning for Leisure
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm            u Tutor can sign for the deaf   

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

GBM0701 Bread and Cake Making 10/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3

Bensham Grove Community Centre

GBG0935 u Zip and Piped Cushion 13/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0936 Sat Silver Workshops 13/01/18 £70.00 £70.00 Sat 10am-3.30pm 4 Entry 3
GBG0937 Introducing Silver Clay 13/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0938 Aluminium Can Jewellery 20/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0939 u A  Time Travellers Journal  27/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0940 u Quilted Tote Bag  10/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0941 Calligraphy Masterclass 10/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Level 2
GBG1501 Starting your own small business? 17/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0942 u A Tilda Chicken  24/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0943 Capturing Nature with Silver Clay 24/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0944 The Exquisite March Hare 03/03/18 £36.50 £36.50 Sat 10am-3.30pm 2 Level 1
GBG0945 Silver Ring Making Workshop 03/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0946 u Lino Printing 10/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0947 u Contemporary Book Making 17/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0948 Silver Clay and Glass 17/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0949 u Watercolour Cards 24/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0950 Lampshade Making 24/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3
GBG0951 Flowers for Springtime 27/01/18 £36.50 £36.50 Sat 10am-12noon 5 Level 1

Shipley Art Gallery

GSK0912 u Lino Printing 20/01/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10.30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0913 u Watercolour Cards 03/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10:30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0914 Exploring Needlefelt 10/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10:30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0915 u Pallet Art 17/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10.30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0916 u Decorative Textile Boxes 03/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10:30am-4pm 1 Entry 3
GSK0917 Copper Easter Eggs 10/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10:30am-4pm 1 Entry 3

Stonehills

GZK0505 DIY - Plastering 03/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am - 3:30pm 1 Entry 3
GZK0506 DIY - Carpentry 21/04/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am - 3:30pm 1 Entry 3
GZK0507 DIY - Painting and Decorating 30/06/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am - 3:30pm 1 Entry 3

Whickham Comprehensive School

GWZ0701 Bread and Cake Making 24/03/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10.00-3.30pm 1 Entry 3

North East Creative Craft  ART, Design & Performing Arts
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm            
u Tutor can sign for the deaf 

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM0903 Painting Techniques 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3
PBM0904 From Paper to Fabric...Creative Crafts 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3
PBM0905 Step by Step Drawing Skills 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 10am-12noon 10 Entry
PBM0906 Step by Step Painting Skills 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 6-8pm 10 Entry

Barmoor Hub

PRD0901 u Watercolour Painting 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 6-8:30pm 10 Level 1
PRD0902 u Handbags and Gladrags.... 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 9:45am-12:15pm 10 Level 1
PRD0903 u Quilting Techniques 17/01/18 £36.25 £28.12 Wed 1-3.30pm 5 Level 1

Bensham Grove Community Centre

PBG0901 Silversmithing from Scratch 27/01/18 £43.50 £33.75 Sat 10am-3.30pm 3 Level 1
FBG0902 Level 3 Ceramics tbc £580.00 £580.00 Sun 10am-4.30pm 20 Level 3
PBG0902 Silversmithing Techniques 20/01/18 £43.50 £33.75 Sat 10am-3.30pm 3 mixed
PBG0903 Beginners/Improvers Stained Glass 13/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 4 Entry 3
FBG0903 Level 2 Stained Glass 20/01/18 £174.00 £135.00 Sat 10am-3.30pm 12 Level 2
PBG0945 Oils and Acrylics 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
PBG0946 u Card Making and Papercraft 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 1-3pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0907 Improvers Pottery (Day) 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 12:30-3pm 10 Level 1
PBG0908 New Pottery Techniques 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 3.30-6pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0910 Improvers Pottery (Evening) 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 6:30-9pm 10 Level 1
PBG0911 Sewing and Dressmaking 16/01/08 £72.50 £56.25 Tues 9:30 am-12noon 10 level 1
PBG0912 u Sketching and Watercolours 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
PBG0947 Beginners Calligraphy 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3
PBG0913 u Sketching and Watercolours 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 12:30-2:30pm 10 Level 1
PBG0914 Dressmaking 16/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Tues 12:30-3pm 10 Level 1
PBG0915 Pottery and Ceramics 16/01/18 £87.00 £67.50 Tues 1-4pm 10 mixed
PBG0916 Dressmaking 16/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Tues 3:15-5:45pm 10 Level 1
PBG0917 Dressmaking 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6:30-8:30pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0948 u Soft Furnishings 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0918 Pottery 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 7-9pm 10 Level 1
PBG0920 Intermediate Silversmithing 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 12:30-3pm 10 Level 1
PBG0921 Sewing and Dressmaking 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 12.30-3pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0922 Dressmaking 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 6-8:30pm 10 Level 1
PBG0949 Calligraphy for Everyone 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 2-4pm 10 Entry 3
FBG0906 L2 Silversmithing 17/01/18 £145.00 £112.50 Wed 6-8:30pm 10 Level 2
PBG0924 Improvers Guitar 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 6-8pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0925 u Pastel Painting* 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
FBG0907 Fused Glass 18/01/18 £145.00 £116.50 Thurs 9.30am-12noon 20 level 1
FBG0908 u Watercolour Painting 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 1-3pm 20 Level 1
FBG0909 Fused Glass 18/01/18 £145.00 £116.50 Thurs 1-3.30pm 20 Level 1
FBG0910 Portraiture: Beyond a Likeness 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 6:30-8:30pm 10 Level 1

Courses may be free for  
JSA or ESA recipients



6       Enrol online www.learningSkills.eu                                                                                                            Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/learningSkillsNE           Enrol online www.learningSkills.eu                                                                                                            Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/learningSkillsNE       7

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm            
u Tutor can sign for the deaf 

North East Creative Craft  ART, Design & Performing Arts

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre continued

PBG0933 Fused Glass 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 7-9pm 10 Level 1
PBG0934 Drawing Painting and Mixed Media 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 7-9pm 10 Level 1
PBG0935 Intermediate Ukulele 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 6-8pm 10 Level 1
PBG0936 Intermediate Silversmithing 18/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Thurs 6-8.30pm 10 level 1
PBG0937 Drawing for All 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
PBG0938 Creative Cake Decorating and Sugarcraft 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
FBG0911 Beginners & Improvers Pottery 12/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Fri 9.30am-12noon 10 level 1
PBG0940 Advanced Silversmithing 12/01/18 £87.00 £67.50 Fri 12:30-3:30pm 8 Level 3
PBG0950 Beginners Ukulele 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 6-8pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0942 Great Pottery ThrowDown 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 5:30-7:30pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0944 Advanced Stained Glass 06/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 4 Level 2
PBG0951 Family Pottery - ‘Daisies and Dinosaurs’ 20/01/18 £25.00 £25.00 Sat 2-4pm 3 Entry 3
PBG0952 Family Pottery - ‘Goblins,Fairies &  
 Unicorns’ 24/02/18 £25.00 £25.00 Sat 2-4pm 3 Entry 3

Gateshead Muslim Centre

NMU0901 u Asian Dressmaking 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3

Gateshead Interchange Centre
PGU0902 Painting and Drawing 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 6:30-8:30pm 10 Entry 3
PGU0903  Beginners Digital Photography 17/01/18 £58.00 £545.00 Wed 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

Kibblesworth Millenium Centre

FKV0101 Exploring Drawing and Painting 12/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Fri 10am-12:30pm 10 Level 1

 St John’s Birtley

PJD0902 Watercolour Painting 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3

Whickham Comprehensive School
PWZ0902 Painting with Acrylics 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

PWZ0903 Beginners Dressmaking 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 6.30-9pm 10 Entry 3

Worcester Green Clubhouse
PWQ0901 Clubhouse Crafts 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 1-3pm 10 Entry 3

PWQ0902 Clubhouse Enterprise 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 1-3pm 10 Entry 3

PWQ0903 Clubhouse Art 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 1-3pm 10 Entry 3

Wrekenton Hub
PWK0901 Dressmaking 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 12:30-3pm 10 Entry 3

PWK0902 Sewing and Dressmaking 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 3:15-5:45pm 10 Level 1

PWK0903 Sew Fantastic 16/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Tues 1-3.30pm 10 Level 1

We have a Level 3 Access to Higher Education programme 
in Practical Craft approved by a local university at 
Bensham Grove Community Centre; home of North East 
Creative Craft.

This programme will cover the 
technical and practical aspects 
of studying craft subjects: 
Ceramics, Silversmithing and 
Glass, with expert and creative 
tutors at times suitable to people 
who may have weekday work 
commitments.

The course fees could be supported by an advanced 
learning loan (see below for more information).

If you would like to know more call 0191 433 8646 or 
email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Higher Education...  
can we help?

 Look out for  
our Open Event about 

 this course in April, find 
more details on the North 

East Creative Craft  
facebook page

Aiming Higher with
Advanced Learning Loans
If you are aged 19 or above and 
interested in studying a level 3, 4 or 5 
qualification you may not need to pay 
course fees and may be eligible for a 
bursary to cover the cost of your course 
resources.

Advanced Learning Loans are similar 
to higher education loans but are 
now available for Further Education 
Students. You won’t have to pay 
anything back until you’re earning over 
£21,000 a year.

For more information visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/advancedLearningLoans  

or call 0191 433 8646.

To qualify you will need 
to be:

• Aged 19 or over at the 
start of your course

• Resident in the UK for 
three years prior to the 
start of the course

• Enrolling on a course at 
Level 3 or above

Would you be interested in studying ‘applied 
crafts’ at university but are perhaps a mature 
learner, or may not have previously gained the 
qualifications to enter?

North East Creative Craft
Courses may be free for  
JSA or ESA recipients
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To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm            
u Tutor can sign for the deaf 

North East Creative Craft  ART, Design & Performing Arts

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre continued

PBG0933 Fused Glass 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 7-9pm 10 Level 1
PBG0934 Drawing Painting and Mixed Media 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 7-9pm 10 Level 1
PBG0935 Intermediate Ukulele 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 6-8pm 10 Level 1
PBG0936 Intermediate Silversmithing 18/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Thurs 6-8.30pm 10 level 1
PBG0937 Drawing for All 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
PBG0938 Creative Cake Decorating and Sugarcraft 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
FBG0911 Beginners & Improvers Pottery 12/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Fri 9.30am-12noon 10 level 1
PBG0940 Advanced Silversmithing 12/01/18 £87.00 £67.50 Fri 12:30-3:30pm 8 Level 3
PBG0950 Beginners Ukulele 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 6-8pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0942 Great Pottery ThrowDown 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 5:30-7:30pm 10 Entry 3
PBG0944 Advanced Stained Glass 06/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 4 Level 2
PBG0951 Family Pottery - ‘Daisies and Dinosaurs’ 20/01/18 £25.00 £25.00 Sat 2-4pm 3 Entry 3
PBG0952 Family Pottery - ‘Goblins,Fairies &  
 Unicorns’ 24/02/18 £25.00 £25.00 Sat 2-4pm 3 Entry 3

Gateshead Muslim Centre

NMU0901 u Asian Dressmaking 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3

Gateshead Interchange Centre
PGU0902 Painting and Drawing 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 6:30-8:30pm 10 Entry 3
PGU0903  Beginners Digital Photography 17/01/18 £58.00 £545.00 Wed 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

Kibblesworth Millenium Centre

FKV0101 Exploring Drawing and Painting 12/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Fri 10am-12:30pm 10 Level 1

 St John’s Birtley

PJD0902 Watercolour Painting 12/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Fri 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3

Whickham Comprehensive School
PWZ0902 Painting with Acrylics 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

PWZ0903 Beginners Dressmaking 17/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Wed 6.30-9pm 10 Entry 3

Worcester Green Clubhouse
PWQ0901 Clubhouse Crafts 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 1-3pm 10 Entry 3

PWQ0902 Clubhouse Enterprise 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 1-3pm 10 Entry 3

PWQ0903 Clubhouse Art 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 1-3pm 10 Entry 3

Wrekenton Hub
PWK0901 Dressmaking 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 12:30-3pm 10 Entry 3

PWK0902 Sewing and Dressmaking 15/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Mon 3:15-5:45pm 10 Level 1

PWK0903 Sew Fantastic 16/01/18 £72.50 £56.25 Tues 1-3.30pm 10 Level 1

We have a Level 3 Access to Higher Education programme 
in Practical Craft approved by a local university at 
Bensham Grove Community Centre; home of North East 
Creative Craft.

This programme will cover the 
technical and practical aspects 
of studying craft subjects: 
Ceramics, Silversmithing and 
Glass, with expert and creative 
tutors at times suitable to people 
who may have weekday work 
commitments.

The course fees could be supported by an advanced 
learning loan (see below for more information).

If you would like to know more call 0191 433 8646 or 
email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Higher Education...  
can we help?

 Look out for  
our Open Event about 

 this course in April, find 
more details on the North 

East Creative Craft  
facebook page

Aiming Higher with
Advanced Learning Loans
If you are aged 19 or above and 
interested in studying a level 3, 4 or 5 
qualification you may not need to pay 
course fees and may be eligible for a 
bursary to cover the cost of your course 
resources.

Advanced Learning Loans are similar 
to higher education loans but are 
now available for Further Education 
Students. You won’t have to pay 
anything back until you’re earning over 
£21,000 a year.

For more information visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/advancedLearningLoans  

or call 0191 433 8646.

To qualify you will need 
to be:

• Aged 19 or over at the 
start of your course

• Resident in the UK for 
three years prior to the 
start of the course

• Enrolling on a course at 
Level 3 or above

Would you be interested in studying ‘applied 
crafts’ at university but are perhaps a mature 
learner, or may not have previously gained the 
qualifications to enter?

North East Creative Craft
Courses may be free for  
JSA or ESA recipients
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To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Health Leisure & RelaxationCommunity Learning

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Cookery

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

 Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM0201 Introduction to Forensic Science 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

History & Science

Bensham Grove Community Centre

PBG1002 Family History from the Internet 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 11am-1pm 10 Entry 3
PBG1001 Family History from the Internet 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 1:30-3:30pm 10 Level 1

 Whickham Comprehensive School

PWZ0201 Introduction to Forensic Science 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 7-9pm 10 Entry 3

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

ICT

Bensham Grove Community Centre

PBG0602 Improvers Laptops for everyday use 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
PBG0601 An introduction to Laptops, iPads &  
 Tablets 

17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3

National qualifications in English and maths  
- equivalent to the level of a GCSE.
FREE tests are held on site at regular intervals 
and our highly qualified tutors will help you 
prepare for it.  Drop-in sessions at:

For more information contact:
0191 433 8738, text: 07738 806571  
email: learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Gateshead Civic Centre - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Queen Elizabeth Hospital - Wednesday

Felling Community Centre

PFE0701 Cooking Pub Classics 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 09:30-11:30am 10 Entry 3

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Bede Community Centre

PBC0701 Cooking on a Budget 15/01/18 Free Free Mon 10am-12noon 5 Entry 3

Courses may be free for  
JSA or ESA recipients

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Languages

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM1201 Beginners Spanish (Term 1) 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 1-3pm 10 Entry 3

Barmoor Hub

PRD1201 Beginners Italian (Term 2) 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

Gateshead Interchange Centre

PGU1201 Beginners Spanish (Term 2) 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3
PGU1204 Spanish Revision Course 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6-8pm 10 Level 1
PGU1205 Beginners Italian ( Term 1) 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 6:30-8:30pm 10 Level 1

Barmoor Hub

PWZ1201 Beginners Italian (Term 1) 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM0801 Personal Fitness Training 12/01/18 £43.50 £33.75 Fri 10-11.30am 10 Entry 3

Bede Community Centre

PBC0801 Fitness for Starters 17/01/18 Free Free Wed 1.30-3pm 5 Entry 3

Leam Lane Community Centre

PLL0801 Personal Fitness Training 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 9:30am-11:30am 10 Entry 3

State of the Art @ Dryden Centre

PAR0801 Fat Burn Extreme 18/01/18 £29.00 £22.50 Thurs 12noon-1pm  Entry 3

Gateshead Interchange Centre

PGU0904 Beginners Digital Photography 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

l Improve your career prospects     l Get a certificate     l Boost your confidence
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To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Health Leisure & RelaxationCommunity Learning

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Cookery

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

 Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM0201 Introduction to Forensic Science 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

History & Science

Bensham Grove Community Centre

PBG1002 Family History from the Internet 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 11am-1pm 10 Entry 3
PBG1001 Family History from the Internet 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 1:30-3:30pm 10 Level 1

 Whickham Comprehensive School

PWZ0201 Introduction to Forensic Science 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 7-9pm 10 Entry 3

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

ICT

Bensham Grove Community Centre

PBG0602 Improvers Laptops for everyday use 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 10am-12noon 10 Level 1
PBG0601 An introduction to Laptops, iPads &  
 Tablets 

17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3

National qualifications in English and maths  
- equivalent to the level of a GCSE.
FREE tests are held on site at regular intervals 
and our highly qualified tutors will help you 
prepare for it.  Drop-in sessions at:

For more information contact:
0191 433 8738, text: 07738 806571  
email: learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Gateshead Civic Centre - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Queen Elizabeth Hospital - Wednesday

Felling Community Centre

PFE0701 Cooking Pub Classics 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 09:30-11:30am 10 Entry 3

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Bede Community Centre

PBC0701 Cooking on a Budget 15/01/18 Free Free Mon 10am-12noon 5 Entry 3

Courses may be free for  
JSA or ESA recipients

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Languages

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM1201 Beginners Spanish (Term 1) 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 1-3pm 10 Entry 3

Barmoor Hub

PRD1201 Beginners Italian (Term 2) 18/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Thurs 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

Gateshead Interchange Centre

PGU1201 Beginners Spanish (Term 2) 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3
PGU1204 Spanish Revision Course 16/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Tues 6-8pm 10 Level 1
PGU1205 Beginners Italian ( Term 1) 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 6:30-8:30pm 10 Level 1

Barmoor Hub

PWZ1201 Beginners Italian (Term 1) 15/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Mon 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM0801 Personal Fitness Training 12/01/18 £43.50 £33.75 Fri 10-11.30am 10 Entry 3

Bede Community Centre

PBC0801 Fitness for Starters 17/01/18 Free Free Wed 1.30-3pm 5 Entry 3

Leam Lane Community Centre

PLL0801 Personal Fitness Training 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 9:30am-11:30am 10 Entry 3

State of the Art @ Dryden Centre

PAR0801 Fat Burn Extreme 18/01/18 £29.00 £22.50 Thurs 12noon-1pm  Entry 3

Gateshead Interchange Centre

PGU0904 Beginners Digital Photography 17/01/18 £58.00 £45.00 Wed 6.30-8.30pm 10 Entry 3

l Improve your career prospects     l Get a certificate     l Boost your confidence
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To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Teaching Counselling and  
Learning for Work To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Gateshead Interchange Centre

BGU1401 Functional Maths 08/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 1:30-3:30pm 13 L1/L2
BGU1402 Build Your Confidence in English 11/01/18 Ask for Details Thurs 9.30-11.30am 13 L1/L2
BGU1403 Step up to L1 Maths 11/01/18 Ask for Details Thurs 1.30-3.30pm 13 E3/L1
BGU1404 Entry Level Maths 09/01/18 Ask for Details Tues 1:30-3:30pm 13 E2/E3
BGU1405 Move on in English 05/01/18 Ask for Details Fri 12:30-2:30pm 13 E2/E3
BGU1406 Functional English 08/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 9:30-11:30am 13 E3/L1
BGU1407 Reading for Life 08/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 10am-12noon 13 Entry 1
BGU1408 Second Steps in English 08/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 1-3pm 13 Entry 1

Skills for Life

Headworks@ The Civic Centre

BHW1401 Build Your Confidence in Maths 10/01/18 Ask for Details Wed 9:30-11:30am 12 E3/L1
BHW1402 Functional Maths 05/01/18 Ask for Details Fri 9:30-11:30am 12 L1/L2
BHW1403 Test Gateshead 11/01/18  Ask for Details Thurs 4:30-7:30pm  L1/L2
BHW1404 Test Gateshead 10/01/18 Ask for Details Wed 1:30-4pm  L1/L2
BHW1405 Test Gateshead 09/01/18 Ask for Details Tues 9:30am-12noon  L1/L2
BHW0601 ICT Test Gateshead 15/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 10am-12noon 13 L2
BHW0602 ICT Test Gateshead 15/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 1-2:30pm 13 L1.5
BHW0603 ICT Test Gateshead 18/01/18 Ask for Details Thurs 10am-12noon 13 L2
BHW0604 ICT Test Gateshead 18/01/18 Ask for Details Thurs 1-3pm 13 L2

Queen Elizabeth Hospital

BQE1401 Test Gateshead 10/01/18 Ask for Details Wed 5:30-7:30pm  L1/2

(English for Speakers of Other Languages)
ESOL Assessment

Need help with your English?
 

Want to improve your speaking/listening,  
reading and writing?

Want to improve your vocabulary, grammar  
and spelling?

Want a recognised qualification?

Come and talk to one of our friendly ESOL tutors and get a free 
English assessment. We will help you find an English course.

To book an appointment contact  
Gateshead Council learningSkills:

Telephone: 0191 433 8738     
Email: learningskills@gateshead.gov.uk

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM0101 Introduction to Health and Safety  
 Practice 28/02/18 free free Wed 6.30-8.30pm 5 Entry 3

Bensham Grove Community Centre

GBG1501 Starting Your Own Small Busness?  
 (Workshop) 17/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3

Gateshead Interchange Centre

PGU1461 Start your own Business 16/01/18 £36.25 £28.12 Tues 6.30-9pm 5 Entry 3
FGU1423 L1 Skills for Business 27/02/18 £108.75 £84.38 Tues 6.30-9pm 15 Level 1
PGU1462 Website Building for Anyone 18/01/18 £36.25 £28.12 Thurs 6.30-9pm 5 Entry 3
PGU1463 Social Media for Business 01/03/18 £36.25 £28.12 Thurs 6.30-9pm 5 Entry 3
FGU0103 L2 Youth Work tbc £174.00 £135.00  6.30-9pm 20 Level 2

State of the Art @ Dryden Centre

FAR0101 Level 2 Supporting individuals with a  
 Learning Disability 

tbc £108.75 £84.38 Wed 3.30-6pm 15 Level 2

FAR0102 Level 2 Counselling 15/01/18 £208.80 £162.00 Thurs 6-9pm 24 Level 2

Dryden Centre

FGU0104 Level 1 Award in Working with  
 Children  £252.00 £189.00 TBC TBC 10 Level 1

FGU0105 Level 1 Award in Caring for Children  £252.00 £189.00 TBC TBC 10 Level 1

FGU0106 Level 1 Certificate in Caring for  
 Children  £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 1

FGU0107 Level 2 Certificate for Children  
 and Young People’s Workforce  £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 2

FGU0108 Level 2 NVQ Certificate in Activity  
 Leadership  £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 2

FGU0109 Level 2 Certificate in Supporting  
 Teaching and Learning in Schools  £708.00 £708.50 TBC TBC 32 Level 2

FGU0110 Level 3 Certificate in Supporting 
 Teaching and Learning in Schools  £1,800.00 £1,800.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 3

FGU0111 Level 3 Diploma in Specialist Support 
 for Teaching and Learning in Schools  £2,225.00 £2,225.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 3

Take the functional skills challenge and aim to  
achieve a national qualification in ICT.

All of our sessions include a blend of informal learning tailored to your  
individual needs, at flexible times to fit the demands of everyday life.

For more information call 0191 433 8738 or email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk
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To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Teaching Counselling and  
Learning for Work To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Gateshead Interchange Centre

BGU1401 Functional Maths 08/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 1:30-3:30pm 13 L1/L2
BGU1402 Build Your Confidence in English 11/01/18 Ask for Details Thurs 9.30-11.30am 13 L1/L2
BGU1403 Step up to L1 Maths 11/01/18 Ask for Details Thurs 1.30-3.30pm 13 E3/L1
BGU1404 Entry Level Maths 09/01/18 Ask for Details Tues 1:30-3:30pm 13 E2/E3
BGU1405 Move on in English 05/01/18 Ask for Details Fri 12:30-2:30pm 13 E2/E3
BGU1406 Functional English 08/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 9:30-11:30am 13 E3/L1
BGU1407 Reading for Life 08/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 10am-12noon 13 Entry 1
BGU1408 Second Steps in English 08/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 1-3pm 13 Entry 1

Skills for Life

Headworks@ The Civic Centre

BHW1401 Build Your Confidence in Maths 10/01/18 Ask for Details Wed 9:30-11:30am 12 E3/L1
BHW1402 Functional Maths 05/01/18 Ask for Details Fri 9:30-11:30am 12 L1/L2
BHW1403 Test Gateshead 11/01/18  Ask for Details Thurs 4:30-7:30pm  L1/L2
BHW1404 Test Gateshead 10/01/18 Ask for Details Wed 1:30-4pm  L1/L2
BHW1405 Test Gateshead 09/01/18 Ask for Details Tues 9:30am-12noon  L1/L2
BHW0601 ICT Test Gateshead 15/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 10am-12noon 13 L2
BHW0602 ICT Test Gateshead 15/01/18 Ask for Details Mon 1-2:30pm 13 L1.5
BHW0603 ICT Test Gateshead 18/01/18 Ask for Details Thurs 10am-12noon 13 L2
BHW0604 ICT Test Gateshead 18/01/18 Ask for Details Thurs 1-3pm 13 L2

Queen Elizabeth Hospital

BQE1401 Test Gateshead 10/01/18 Ask for Details Wed 5:30-7:30pm  L1/2

(English for Speakers of Other Languages)
ESOL Assessment

Need help with your English?
 

Want to improve your speaking/listening,  
reading and writing?

Want to improve your vocabulary, grammar  
and spelling?

Want a recognised qualification?

Come and talk to one of our friendly ESOL tutors and get a free 
English assessment. We will help you find an English course.

To book an appointment contact  
Gateshead Council learningSkills:

Telephone: 0191 433 8738     
Email: learningskills@gateshead.gov.uk

Course                    Programme Title Start Course Over 60 Day Start No of 
Level

  
Code  Date Fee Fee  Time Weeks

Barley Mow Village Hall

PBM0101 Introduction to Health and Safety  
 Practice 28/02/18 free free Wed 6.30-8.30pm 5 Entry 3

Bensham Grove Community Centre

GBG1501 Starting Your Own Small Busness?  
 (Workshop) 17/02/18 £18.25 £18.25 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3

Gateshead Interchange Centre

PGU1461 Start your own Business 16/01/18 £36.25 £28.12 Tues 6.30-9pm 5 Entry 3
FGU1423 L1 Skills for Business 27/02/18 £108.75 £84.38 Tues 6.30-9pm 15 Level 1
PGU1462 Website Building for Anyone 18/01/18 £36.25 £28.12 Thurs 6.30-9pm 5 Entry 3
PGU1463 Social Media for Business 01/03/18 £36.25 £28.12 Thurs 6.30-9pm 5 Entry 3
FGU0103 L2 Youth Work tbc £174.00 £135.00  6.30-9pm 20 Level 2

State of the Art @ Dryden Centre

FAR0101 Level 2 Supporting individuals with a  
 Learning Disability 

tbc £108.75 £84.38 Wed 3.30-6pm 15 Level 2

FAR0102 Level 2 Counselling 15/01/18 £208.80 £162.00 Thurs 6-9pm 24 Level 2

Dryden Centre

FGU0104 Level 1 Award in Working with  
 Children  £252.00 £189.00 TBC TBC 10 Level 1

FGU0105 Level 1 Award in Caring for Children  £252.00 £189.00 TBC TBC 10 Level 1

FGU0106 Level 1 Certificate in Caring for  
 Children  £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 1

FGU0107 Level 2 Certificate for Children  
 and Young People’s Workforce  £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 2

FGU0108 Level 2 NVQ Certificate in Activity  
 Leadership  £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 2

FGU0109 Level 2 Certificate in Supporting  
 Teaching and Learning in Schools  £708.00 £708.50 TBC TBC 32 Level 2

FGU0110 Level 3 Certificate in Supporting 
 Teaching and Learning in Schools  £1,800.00 £1,800.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 3

FGU0111 Level 3 Diploma in Specialist Support 
 for Teaching and Learning in Schools  £2,225.00 £2,225.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 3

Take the functional skills challenge and aim to  
achieve a national qualification in ICT.

All of our sessions include a blend of informal learning tailored to your  
individual needs, at flexible times to fit the demands of everyday life.

For more information call 0191 433 8738 or email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk



Family Learning
Family Learning activities are designed to engage families  
in different ways and explore how you can learn while having 
fun. All activities and materials are free and are designed to help 
you to keep up to date with your children’s learning.

Family Learning takes place in primary and secondary schools, 
community venues, and children’s centres.

There is something for everyone.  All activities are suitable for 
mothers, fathers, grandparents, carers and their children.  

To book or for more information please call 0191 433 8646  
or email familylearning@gateshead.gov.uk

In addition to the community courses taking place we will be working in partnership with primary 
and secondary schools to develop Family English, Maths, Science and Language programmes. 

They are a great way to find out how you can support your children with their school work, 
including finding out how to help them with their SATs as well as improving your own skills, 
including accredited courses to help you get back to work. 

You can also gain qualifications in Functional Skills at level 1 in English and maths.

Like us on facebook Family 
Learning Gateshead

“We had a fantastic time  
and the sessions were 

really fun, we both learned 
so much and I am now 

more confident helping my 
children with maths.”

Adults must accompany children and children must be accompanied by adults.

Some of activities you could participate in include:
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Family Easter 
Crafts 
State of the Art @  
The Dryden Centre
Saturday 24 March 2018
10am-12noon
4 -10 years
Booking required
£3.00 per family - pay on the 
day

Baby Massage 
Whickham Library
Wednesday 
10 January – 7 February 
(5 weeks)
Booking required.
£25.00

Family Pottery
Bensham Grove Community 
Centre

Daisies and Dinosaurs  
20th, 27th January and 10th February

Goblins, Fairies and Unicorns 
24th February, 3rd and 17th March 

2-4pm
£25.00 plus materials £7.50pp

Baby Massage
Variety of dates and venues available

Possible benefits of the course

•   Reduction of colic, wind and constipation

•   Promotes bonding, interaction and communication

•   Induces a longer sleep

Baby massage is a parenting tradition practised in  
many cultures and was introduced in the UK 1990.  
During the course you will be shown a massage  
routine for legs and feet, stomach, chest,  
arms and hands, face and back. You will  
also be shown gentle movements, a  
routine for the relief of colic.

Telephone : 0191 433 8549 / 433 8611 
Email: familylearning@gateshead.gov.uk

St. Chads Community Project

Level 1 Award/Diploma,  
Certificate in Caring for  
Children
These accredited qualifications are suitable for anyone wanting to  
gain the knowledge and skills necessary to care for children. They  
allow learners to learn, develop and practise the skills required for  
parenting or employment in the childcare sector. Modules include:

•  Confidence building for the young child  
through play.

•  Listening and talking with a young child.

•  Craft activities for young children.

•  Musical activities for young children.

•  Healthy eating for families.

•  Understanding learning and development through play.

•  Science activities for young children

If you are interested please contact Louise on 0191 433 8549,  
email louisefisher@gateshead.gov.uk



Family Learning
Family Learning activities are designed to engage families  
in different ways and explore how you can learn while having 
fun. All activities and materials are free and are designed to help 
you to keep up to date with your children’s learning.
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There is something for everyone.  All activities are suitable for 
mothers, fathers, grandparents, carers and their children.  

To book or for more information please call 0191 433 8646  
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They are a great way to find out how you can support your children with their school work, 
including finding out how to help them with their SATs as well as improving your own skills, 
including accredited courses to help you get back to work. 

You can also gain qualifications in Functional Skills at level 1 in English and maths.
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l Business Admin

l ICT

l Retail & Customer Service

l Hospitality

l Health & Social Care

l Teaching Assistant & Early Years Nursery

Looking for an Apprentice?

FREE Award Winning Apprentice 
Recruitment Service

Unlimited cash grants of 
£1000 per apprentice*

Contact us NOW for more information: 
0191 433 8727 / 07710 386 601, email karenwynn@gateshead.gov.uk

* Apprentice must be 16-18 years old.  Terms and conditions apply

Gateshead Council are the third largest local authority 
for Apprenticeships in England. Our free award 
winning Apprentice recruitment service ensures you 
get the highest quality candidates to choose from.

Vocational Learning
Learning in the workplace or for work
We have a range of qualifications that will help you to develop your knowledge and skills 
at work while gaining national recognition for the work you already do. We offer NVQs, 
Awards, Certificates, Diplomas and Apprenticeships in a range of occupational areas. NVQ 
qualifications can only be delivered in the workplace. Please contact us for further details 
on these courses and to find out how we can support you further.

Level 3 programmes may be eligible for an Advanced Learning Loan.

For further details call: 0191 433 8516 or email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Range of NVQs, Awards, Certificates, Level Day No of weeks Cost
Diplomas and Apprenticeships

Advice and Guidance Support 3, 4, 6 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Apprenticeship in Activity Leadership 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Apprenticeship for the Children and Young  2, 3 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible 
Peoples Workforce

Business Administration 2, 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Beauty Therapy 1, 2 Flexible Approx 1 year Flexible

Cleaning & Environmental Support Services 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Customer Service 2, 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Hairdressing 1, 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Health and Social Care  2, 3  Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Hospitality 2  Flexible Approx 1 year  Flexible

Information Technology 1, 2, 3  Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Management 3, 5  Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Retail 1, 2, 3 Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Team Leading 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Supporting Teaching and Learning 2,3 TBC  1 year TBC

Looking for an Apprenticeship? 
Then we need you!
Gateshead Council learningSkills has employers  
looking for apprentices in:

l  Business Administration

l  ICT

l  Retail

l  Teaching Assistant

l  Customer Service

l  Hospitality

l  Health & Social Care

l  Cleaning

Join Gateshead  

Council learningSkills 

Apprentice Pool  
to fast track into an 

apprenticeship with a  
local employer.  

For more information call 
NOW on: 0191 433 8727 email: 

apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk

NCFE Accredited Level 2 Certificate 
in Activity Leadership

What the course involves
There are six mandatory units that cover:
1. Preparing for activity sessions
2. Leading activity sessions
3. Concluding and reviewing activity sessions
4. Supporting the work of the team and organisation
5. Promoting health, safety and welfare in active leisure and 

recreation
6. Supporting equality and diversity in active leisure and 

recreation
 
PLUS two optional units to be chosen from the list 
below:
• Contributing to participants’ personal and social 

development
• Contributing to participants’ exploration and 

understanding of the natural environment

• Administering finance and information
• Contributing to joint working with other organisations
• Supporting the development of the sport or activity
• Looking after participants when they are away from 

home
• Enabling disabled people to take part in activities
• Contributing to adventurous activities
• Giving customers a positive impression of yourself and 

your organisation
• Contributing to environmental conservation in active 

leisure and recreation
• Setting up, taking down and storing activity equipment
• Checking and servicing activity equipment

This course is for people who want a career in recreational activity such as coaches, fitness instructors or teaching 
assitants involved in sport and activity leadership. The course offers structured training for anyone currently 
working in health clubs, gyms, leisure centres, schools, community centres, charites etc. A suitable placement would 
be required for anyone not currently employed in the industry.

If you are interested please contact Julie Bond:
0191 433 8660   juliebond@gateshead.gov.uk
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This is a knowledge based qualification suitable for all 
support staff roles in school, including site staff and 
administrators, as well as those who work directly with 
children and young people.  It seeks to develop the 
knowledge and understanding that all those working in a 
school setting will need, and covers the following modules:

•  Child and young person development
•   Safeguarding the welfare of children and young people

•  Communication and professional relationships with  
 children, young people and adults

•  Equality, diversity and inclusion in work with children and  
 young people

•  Schools as organisations

As it is a knowledge based qualification, it can be taken by 
learners not yet employed in a school, as well as providing 
initial training/induction for those new in post.

Qualifications and Training for

Teaching Assistants
and Support Staff

Level 2 Award in Support Work in Schools

This qualification is for those members of the school 
workforce who directly support the teaching and 
learning of pupils. The qualification incorporates the units 
in the Level 2 Award in Support Work in Schools and adds 
competence units to reflect the role of those supporting 
pupils’ learning as follows:

• Child and young person development

• Safeguarding the welfare of children and young people

• Communication and professional relationships with 
children, young people and adults

• Equality, diversity and inclusion in work with children 
and young people

• Schools as organisations

• Help improve own and team practice in schools

• Maintain and support relationships with children and 
young people

• Support children and young people’s health and safety

• Support children and young people’s positive behaviour

• Support learning activities

• Prepare and maintain learning environments

Level 2 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools

This qualification is for those members of the school 
workforce who directly support the teaching and learning 
of pupils and covers:

• Communication and professional relationships with 
children, young people and adults

• Schools as organisations

• Support learning activities

• Support children and young people’s positive behaviour

• Develop professional relationships with children,young 
people and adults

• Promote equality, diversity and inclusion in work with 
children and young people

• Support assessment for learning

• Engage in personal development in health, social care or 
children’s and young people’s settings

• Support children and young people’s health and safety

• Understand child and young person development

• Understand how to safeguard the wellbeing of children 
and young people

Level 3 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools

This qualification incorporates the units of the Level 3 
Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools. 
Additional units cover the specialist roles of staff working 
at this level e.g. supporting bilingual pupils or supporting 

pupils with special educational needs. It is for those 
members of the school workforce who directly support the 
teaching and learning of pupils.

Level 3 Diploma in Specialist Support for Teaching and Learning in Schools

Call: 0191 433 8635, 0191 433 8672 or 0191 433 8660 
or email schoolworkforcedevelopment@gateshead.gov.uk

Note: Level 3 + programmes 
may be eligible for an  
advanced learning loan

Topics include:

•   Understanding child and young person 
development

•   Context and principles for early years provision

•   Promoting the wellbeing  
and resilience of children and young people

•   Supporting children and young people to achieve 
their education potential.

These are work-based qualifications and you will be 
assessed whilst working with children, young people, 
their families and colleagues. You must be working 
in a real child care setting on a full time or part time 
basis and in paid or voluntary work.

Level 2 / Level 3 in Children and Young 
People’s Workforce (Early Years)
Do you want a career working with young children? 
Are you already working with children and want to upskill?

There is a huge range of job opportunities 
for people with child care qualifications. 
These qualifications can help you find 
work as a:

•  Nursery nurse  

•  Childminder    

•  SureStart worker 

•  Special Educational Needs assistant 

•  Child care centre manager

•  Preschool advisor

•  Créche worker

•  Day care assistant

Call: 0191 433 8677 or email nicolamcdougal@gateshead.gov.uk
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We can offer a wide selection of training, a range of 
bespoke programmes and qualifications, all designed 
around your organisational needs. Some examples 
are:

• Advice and Guidance
• Wellbeing
•  Youth Work
• Community Development
• Leadership and Management
• Business Support
• Customer Service
• Marketing
 
We also offer a full range of vocational qualifications 
including; Health and Social Care, Children and Young 
Persons Workforce, Caring for Children and Learning 
Support.

We can conduct a training needs analysis with you 
to help you to identify your business needs and the 
training requirements of your workforce.

To make an appointment to find out more, please 
call us on 0191 433 8516, email brentsmithson@
gateshead.gov.uk or michellehall@gateshead.gov.uk

Skills Support 
Providing additional support to individuals, employers and employees 
to progress into employment, develop careers, upskill the workforce and 
improve businesses – in partnership with Gateshead College.

Skills Support for the unemployed
Are you….

• Currently unemployed?
• Interested in increasing your skills and 

qualifications?
• Looking for support to progress into employment?
• Currently volunteering to help you reach your 

potential?

• Inspired to find the job you deserve?

Skills Support can help! 
Our employability courses can help you build your
confidence and communication skills, highlight 
your strengths and abilities and provide intensive 
supported job searching to help you progress.
 
Our courses cover:

• Personal study skills
• Planning for personal development
• Recognising employment opportunities
• Creating and updating your CV
• Preparing for an interview

• Exploring an occupational area
• Problem solving in the workplace
• Exploring an occupational area
• Health and wellbeing
 
Our courses are designed to fit around your needs; 
we have courses to fit around caring responsibilities 
and for those who are unable to commit to full time 
learning.

Skills Support for the voluntary sector 
Reduced funding and changes to how people work 
has affected many voluntary organisations and 
groups over the past few years. Responding to this 
and making sure the people who deliver your service, 
or who are supported by you, have the skills and 
qualifications they need to progress your organisation 
is vital.

To compliment the above offer to your service users, 
we can also support your employed staff and/or 
volunteers to gain qualifications to underpin their 
workplace knowledge and learn new skills to help 
them compete in today’s job market.

Skills Support  
Professional development support 
through redundancy
 
Have you been made redundant within the last 2 
years?  Are you at risk of redundancy?
 
Skills support can help. We can offer you a fully 
funded programme of learning to support you in:
 
• CV surgery
• Skills inventory
• Skills gap analysis
• Advanced job search techniques
• Effective completion of professional 

applications
• Mastering Interviews

As well as a range of bespoke accredited training 
options and vocational pathways tailored to your 
needs.  

To make an appointment to speak to us about 
how we can help, please call us on 0191 433 8516,  
email brentsmithson@gateshead.gov.uk or  
michellehall@gateshead.gov.uk

moving forward
Free training for Gateshead residents 

Our Moving Forward training programme offers a range of courses  
that can help you. 

• How to Manage Your Money - Thu 25 Jan, 11am-1pm

• Call Push Rescue Training - Fri 16 Feb, 11am-1pm

• Understanding Health Improvement - Thu 22 Feb, 1pm-3.30pm

• Understanding Differences in People - Thu 15 Mar 2018, 10am-4pm

For more information or to book a place contact the Customer Involvement Team.

 involve@gatesheadhousing.co.uk

 0191 433 5357

 Text ‘INVOLVE’ with your name to 0778 620 8277
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• Mastering Interviews

As well as a range of bespoke accredited training 
options and vocational pathways tailored to your 
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To make an appointment to speak to us about 
how we can help, please call us on 0191 433 8516,  
email brentsmithson@gateshead.gov.uk or  
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moving forward
Free training for Gateshead residents 

Our Moving Forward training programme offers a range of courses  
that can help you. 

• How to Manage Your Money - Thu 25 Jan, 11am-1pm

• Call Push Rescue Training - Fri 16 Feb, 11am-1pm
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 Text ‘INVOLVE’ with your name to 0778 620 8277
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For enrolment and additional information on funding and full criteria please contact: 

0191 477 7764 or 07540 411 916  

Email: aldhairdressing@gmail.com or visit www.aldhairandbeautytraining.co.uk

Interested in a career in 
Hair, Beauty or Barbering?

One day private courses are offered in:
• Wet Shave Training
• Nail Extension
• Semi-permanent Eyelash Extension
• Hairdressing Refresher

Funding for the above may be available if under 26 years of 
age through the Prince’s Trust. 

If you are 16-18 we have places available NOW for:

Apprenticeships
Hairdressing, beauty therapy and barbering apprenticeships available. No experience needed, 
training would be given and apprenticeship served within a salon. 

Employers if you can offer an apprenticeship to someone within the hair, beauty or barbering 
sector, you could get a grant for each apprentice you take on for 30 hours a week.

Level 1 and 2 courses in hairdressing, beauty therapy 
and barbering.

Bursary may be available: You get a bursary of £4 for each 
day you attend, together with travel costs and a lunch 
allowance plus bonuses. Tunics and all equipment are 
provided. No experience required. 

Level 3 advanced hairdressing beauty and barbering 
courses. 

We can help you apply for a student loan to fund this course. 

@ALDAcademy                

Instagram ALD Academy

Bring this voucher for 10% off any full 
price hair, beauty or barbering service 

with our new stylist or barber.

SAVE 10%
ALD Hair and Beauty 

Training Academy

$

Address: 
ALD Hair and Beauty Training 
Academy, Unit 3, Swan Street, 
Gateshead NE8 1BQ.

Like us on facebook - ALD Hair, 
Beauty & Barbering Training and 
see our offers for salon, barbering 
and Beauty treatments.

OpenDoor Club
An exciting extra-curricular activity for 
young people with a learning difficulty 
or Autism.  

Activities include:

l  sports and games

l  healthy eating

l  crafts

l  social activities including trips and  
    nights out. 

For young people age 16 +. 

No weekly cost, small payment if there is an off 
site activity.

Mondays, 3.30-5pm at Bensham Grove 
Community Centre. 

OpenDoor Café
Gateshead learningSkills  
@Interchange Centre Gateshead 

Monday to Friday, 10am - 2pm

Selling home-made treats, sandwiches, home-
made soup, and a variety of drinks.  

Why not come along and try some of our home 
made goodies and support our social enterprise 
which provides positive work experience for 
learners with additional needs. 

learningSkills programmes for people with  
learning disabilities.

Our exciting programmes run throughout the year from a 
range of community venues. 

We have a choice of courses including; an Internship that has 
an employment placement for 16-24 year olds, and sessional 
courses for people of all ages. These include communication 
and ICT through to Enterprise and Employment skills.

We have something to suit every interest and courses are 
free to people on ESA and other benefits. We also have 
programmes for people interested in a range of employability 
programmes: catering, gardening, customer services and care.

To find out more contact Mary Burns on 0191 433 8528 email 
maryburns@gateshead.gov.uk

OpenDoor  

Starting 
Monday  

20 November
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Enrolment Information

Skills For Life - To enrol please telephone 0191 433 8738 and one of our team will advise you  
                                  of a suitable course in your area.

Important information
Our facilities

Gateshead Council learningSkills 
deliver courses in a wide range of 
learning venues across the borough. 
This means you can access learning 
locally in community centres, schools, 
libraries and council buildings. You can 
be guaranteed a friendly face and an 
extra special learning experience. We 
care about the welfare of our learners 
so we ensure that you, our learners, 
are helped every step of the way.

Our prices

All learning programmes in this 
prospectus are subsidised. Your fee 
makes a contribution to the cost of the 
programme. However actual course 
fees may be increased as required by 
actual delivery costs. We have three 
rates:

Full Price – for anyone under the age 
of 60 who does not qualify for the 
concessionary rate or full discount. To 
help you learn at an affordable rate we 
have kept our prices at £2.90 per hour.

Concessionary – for anyone over the 
age of 60. You receive a fee reduction 
of up to 25% off the course fees on 
eligible courses (currently £2.25 per 
hour).

Free – for some people who are on 
benefits (see ‘Getting a Concession’), 
aged 16-18, or those on Family 
Learning, Skills for Life and some ESOL 
and IT courses.

Full Cost – courses that do not receive 
Government funding are charged at a 
full cost rate. There are no concessions 
available. There may still be examination 
and/or material fees to pay: these are 
NOT subject to a reduction.

Getting a concession

You can qualify for a concession if you 
are over 60 years of age or in receipt of 
Job Seekers Allowance or Employment 
and Support Allowance (Work Related 
Activity Group) for those seeking 
skills training to help you into work. If 
you are on any other benefit such as 
Income Support or Disability Living 
Allowance and are enrolling on a course 
to help you gain skills to move into 
employment, then you may also qualify 
for a concession. 

If you think you qualify for a 
concessionary or discounted rate then 
you must bring evidence to support 
this when you enrol, such as benefit 
documentation. If you are over 60 or 
under 19 you must also bring evidence 
of this. We will also ask you for your 
National Insurance number - please 

ensure that you bring this with you 
when you enrol.

If you do not fall into either of these 
categories and can’t afford to pay your 
course fees then you can apply to our 
hardship fund for financial help. Speak 
to the enrolling officer at the centre or 
contact us on 0191 433 8646 for more 
information.

Choosing the right course for 
you

When you enrol we will give you 
information on the course and answer 
any questions you may have. We have 
different levels of qualifications:

Entry Level –  is further divided into 
three sub-levels: Entry 3, Entry 2 and 
Entry 1. These describe in detail the 
small steps required for adults to make 
progress, where Entry 1 is the lowest 
level ability, working up to Entry 3. 

This sub-division also signals a clear 
alignment of the skill levels with Levels 
1, 2 and 3 of the National Curriculum.

Level 1 – designed for people who 
have either completed an Entry Level 3 
or beginners course, or who have some 
knowledge or experience in the subject.

Level 2 – designed for people who 
already have quite a good knowledge 
of the subject and are becoming 
competent.

Level 3 – for those advanced in the 
subject.

All – a mixed ability class suitable for 
all levels.

Some of the learning programmes are 
listed with an *. This means they lead 
to a nationally recognised qualification 
and you will receive, upon successful 
completion, a certificate from an 
awarding body, such as City and Guilds. 
If you are unsure, please speak to the 
enrolling officer.

Cancellations

LearningSkills can’t guarantee that 
all courses advertised will proceed. 
If there are insufficient numbers 
enrolling, courses may be cancelled. If 
you have enrolled, every effort will be 
made to find you an alternative course 
or a full refund of fees.

Supporting your learning

If you think you need help with 
completing your learning programme 
please contact us. We can help with 
things such as:

•  Travel costs
•  Childcare costs

•  English and Maths
•  Specialist equipment
•  One to one support

Please speak to the enrolling officer, 
tutor or venue at any time or call 
learningSkills on 0191 433 8646 or 
email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Additional costs

You may need to buy equipment 
or materials relating to the learning 
programme. This will be explained to 
you when you enrol. If you think you 
may need assistance with paying for 
these, please speak to the enrolling 
officer, tutor or venue at any time.

Individual learning plans

We are proud of the learning we 
deliver and we want to ensure that 
you have the best experience possible. 
We will ask you about your previous 
experiences with learning and look 
at what support you may need. We 
will explore what you want to get 
out of your learning programme and 
use this to develop an individual 
learning plan, which will assist you 
in your development throughout the 
programme.

Equality and diversity

We value and recognise the social and 
cultural diversity of Gateshead. We 
seek to ensure that all learners and 
staff are protected from harassment, 
bullying and discrimination, including 
those based with employers and at 
other sites external to the providers.

We aim to provide conditions that 
encourage everyone to actively 
participate and enjoy learning.

If you feel that is not the case or want 
to discuss this further, please contact 
0191 433 8646 or email learningSkills@
gateshead.gov.uk

Staying safe while you learn

We are committed to safeguarding all 
learners. We will:

•  take action when abuse is suspected

•  increase awareness of the issues 
involved

•  support all learners in accessing 
support so they can lead safe lives

•  work together to prevent 
mistreatment of all learners

If you would like to speak to 
someone or have any concerns, 
please contact your tutor or call our 
designated person on 0191 433 8796 
or email safeguardingadultlearning@
gateshead.gov.uk

These are the locations of our learning venues. 
To enquire about any of them please call 0191 433 8646

Barley Mow Village Hall - Bedford Avenue, Barley Mow, DH3 2AJ

Barmoor Hub (Formerly Ryton and District Youth Centre) - Barmoor, Ryton, NE40 3AZ

Bede Community Centre - Old Fold Road, Gateshead, NE10DJ

Bensham Grove Community Learning Centre - Sidney Grove, Gateshead, NE8 2XD

Felling Community Centre - Crowhall Terrace, Crowhall Road, Felling, NE10 8RB

Gateshead Interchange Centre - West Street, Gateshead, NE8 1AU

Headworks @ The Civic Centre - Civic Centre, Regent Street, Gateshead, NE8 1HH

Kibblesworth Millennium Centre - Grange Terrace, Kibblesworth, NE11 0XN

Leam Lane  Community Centre - 129 Cotemede, Gateshead, NE10 8QH

Queen Elizabeth Hospital - Queen Elizabeth Avenue, Gateshead, NE9 6SX

Shipley Art Gallery - Prince Consort Road, Gateshead, NE8 4JB

St Johns Church - Birtley Lane, Birtley, DH3 2PJ

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre - Evistones Road, Gateshead, NE9 5UR

Whickham Comprehensive - Burnthouse Lane, Whickham, NE16 5AR

Wrekenton Hub - High Street, Wrekenton, Gateshead, NE9 7JR

You can enrol online: www.learningSkills.eu and follow the ENROL NOW links.

You can also find our prospectus online: www.learningSkills.eu/prospectus 

Join the 1,800 people who enrolled online last term. 

Payment methods:  
By card over the telephone or online – during office 
hours. Cash or cheque in person.

You can pay in person at:  
Bensham Grove Community Centre
From Monday 27 November,  
by card, cash or cheque,  
not weekends.

Mon-Thurs 10am-7pm 
Friday 10am-4pm 

To find out more  
about any of the courses in 

this leaflet visit  
www.learningSkills.eu 

and click the  
READ MORE button.
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small steps required for adults to make 
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alignment of the skill levels with Levels 
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•  support all learners in accessing 
support so they can lead safe lives

•  work together to prevent 
mistreatment of all learners
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Apprenticeships available 
NOW in Gateshead!

With our choice of apprenticeships 
we’ll have something to suit you. 

l Business Admin

l Customer Service

l Retail & Hospitality

APPLY NOW!  www.gateshead.gov.uk/applynow 
or call 0191 433 8727 / 07825 552 087 send your CV to apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk

Start your apprenticeship NOW

l Cleaning & Support 

l Health & Social Care

l Teaching Assistant

l Early Years

l ICT & Construction*
    *Pre-apprenticeship training only

 Earn money      Learn new skills     Get qualified     Gain confidence

“An apprenticeship 
is a great way to 

earn money””

“I now earn my 
own money 

and can pay my 
own bills”

“I’m getting 
experience and 

qualifications so I’m 
more likely to get a 

job”

“I saw an 
apprenticeship as 
not only a job but a 
great career path” 



19@GMBCouncil gatesheadcouncilwww.gateshead.gov.uk

JOBS AND ECONOMY

Gateshead Goes Local for unemployed 
The Council and a newly formed 
Local Action Group have won  
£2 million of European funding.

“Gateshead Goes Local” is a five 
year programme of European 
Social Fund (ESF) and European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
money. It is a ‘Community Led Local 
Development’ programme, which 
aims to help long term unemployed 
people into jobs, training or self-
employment and support the growth 
of new and existing businesses, 
including social enterprises.

The first stage is a call out to all 
organisations, local community 
groups, training organisations, 
colleges, employers or the voluntary 
sector, to come forward with their 
ideas. 

While grants of between £20,000 and 
£200,000 are available, all projects will 
need to provide match funding to be 
supported - 50% for potential ESF 
projects (supporting individuals) and 
40% for ERDF projects (helping  

 

 
 

with business start-ups or offering 
business space)

Proposals will be considered by 
the Local Action Group, (LAG) 
which includes local people and 
organisations from the public, private 
and voluntary sectors.

The funding call will remain open 
for at least 12 months, with projects 
considered on a quarterly basis.

Wards eligible for this funding 
are: Dunston and Teams, Bridges, 
Felling, Pelaw and Heworth, Wardley 
and Leam Lane, Windy Nook and 
Whitehills, High Fell, Chowdene, Low 
Fell, Deckham, Saltwell and Lobley 
Hill and Bensham. Projects will need 
to prioritise support to the most 
deprived areas of central Gateshead. 

Go to www.gateshead.gov.uk/
GatesheadGoesLocal or contact 
clldinfo@gateshead.gov.uk

The visitor economy in 
NewcastleGateshead grew by 3% last 
year with tourists spending £1.46 billion 
in our area.

As the fourth largest sector in the North 
East, 2016 saw a 3% increase in visitor 
numbers to NewcastleGateshead 
culminating in a total of 17.38 million.

Sarah Stewart, chief executive 
at destination management 

and marketing organisation, 
NewcastleGateshead Initiative, said: 
“It is great news that the number of 
visitors has continued to increase, 
as the breadth and variety of what 
NewcastleGateshead has to offer also 
grows. 

“This increase played an important part 
in the opening of over 40 new venues in 
NewcastleGateshead in 2016 including 
Live Works, Grey’s Quarter and the new 

Premier Inn set within the beautiful Art 
Deco Co-op building, alongside the 
hosting of major events such as Magic 
Weekend.”

Visitor boost sees economy  
grow in NewcastleGateshead

Facts and figures
• 17.38 million people visited 

NewcastleGateshead in 2016 -  
up by 3% on 2015.

• Expenditure in 
NewcastleGateshead now stands 
at £1.46 billion, up by 3% on 2015.

• The number of people directly 
employed in tourism went up by 
1% to 14,622, compared to 2015.

• The number of overnight visitors 
to NewcastleGateshead stands 
at 1.94 million with these visitors 
spending 4.72 million nights in 
the destination. These visitors 
spend £475 million up by 1% on 
2015.

Figures estimated using the Scarborough 
Tourism Economic Activity Model 
(STEAM)1

Immersive Lab
The Digital Catapult North East 
& Tees Valley (NETV) has opened 
its brand new Immersive Lab at 
the Northern Design Centre in 
Gateshead.

The state-of-the-art lab will provide 
access to the latest technology 
in virtual, augmented and 
mixed reality, helping to support 
the ever-growing immersive 
community here in the North East.

It will provide digital businesses 
the opportunity to showcase 
their products and skills, as well 
as testing out new hardware. 
Non-digital businesses will also 
be able to attend events and 
demonstrations designed to teach 
them more about immersive 
technologies and content. 

The Gateshead lab is one of only 
four across the UK, in addition to 
London, Brighton and Northern 
Ireland. The immersive sector 
is already valued at £5.4 billion 
globally.



Building lifetime homes for the borough 
Over 150 people have already 
moved into new homes in 
Gateshead built by a partnership 
tasked with delivering a step 
change in the quality and choice 
of housing for local people.

Homes for sale, shared ownership 
and rent are now available at The 
Aspens, in Birtley and Trilogy I 
in Saltwell - just two of 19 sites 
across Gateshead earmarked for 
development.

Part of a £350 million initiative 
being undertaken by The Gateshead 
Regeneration Partnership (GRP) - 
comprising the council, developer 
Galliford Try and housing provider, 
Home Group - the new homes 
are already enhancing local 
environments, creating jobs and 
training opportunities and boosting 
trade for local businesses.

They are being marketed by Galliford 
Try’s housebuilding division, Linden 
Homes.

Although the majority of new 
residents are young, first or second 
time buyers, forward thinking design 
and planning has meant that these 
new properties can be adapted as 
people’s needs change.

Mark Connor, Senior Delivery 
Manager at Home Group, Says: “By 
building properties that are larger 
than the standard new build, we are 
able to create living spaces that can  

be adapted to suit the differing 
needs of buyers - and that are 
flexible to modification should 
these needs change.

And Christine Curran, 
Development Director with GRP, 
added: “These properties are 
perfect for people of all ages and 
with varying levels of mobility. 
We had one buyer who was 
paying over £900 a month to 
rent a property that they could 
not access or leave without help. 
Now, they are living in a beautiful 

new home that has all the features 
they require to live independently and 
they can come and go freely.”

For more information about The 
Aspens or Trilogy I, call:  07710 169 
122* or visit: www.lindenhomes.
co.uk/theaspens

* This call will cost 7p per minute plus a  
    phone company access charge.
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JOBS AND ECONOMY

The final stages of a major £20 million 
redevelopment scheme in Dunston will 
finish a year ahead of schedule.

The original plan was for land owned 
by the council at the 1970s “Rocket” 
estate in Ravensworth Road to be sold 
once the first phase of the work was 
completed.

But a decision by the Council means 
that the final phase of the scheme – 
to build 45 two and three-bedroom 
homes and a medical centre – could go 
ahead straight away.  

The first homes will be available to buy 
before Christmas and the scheme will 
be finished next summer.

The first phase of the redevelopment 
at the site saw the demolition of several 
tower blocks and the construction 
of shops, accommodation for older 
people, and a pharmacy.

Cabinet Member for Housing, 
Councillor Malcolm Brain said:  
“This redevelopment has been a 
major project both for the Council and 

Keepmoat and we’re delighted that we 
are about to see work start on the last 
phase of the scheme to finally complete 
the regeneration of the area.”

Ian Prescott, Land and Partnerships 
Director for Keepmoat in the North 
East, added:   “The scheme required a 
commitment and a patient approach; 
but we’ve had overwhelming support 
from local residents that not only happy 
to be rid of the former ‘Rocket’, but keen 
to get the new additions to the area in 
place.”

New life for “rocket” estate

Key dates:
• People able to buy the homes 

“off plan” – November 2017

• Opening of the first show home 
– March 2018

• Expecting the first home owner  
to move into their new house  
– March 2018

• Completion of the 45 home 
scheme – January 2019

Cllr Malcolm Brain and Ian Prescott with Dr Bronwyn Tasker and Dr Jonathan Harness  
from the Glenpark Medical Practice
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HEALTH MATTERS

HIV awareness
Approximately 
100,000 people 
live with HIV in the 
UK and around 
13% of these are 
undiagnosed.  So 
it’s vital that those 
groups most affected 
are tested regularly in order to get 
the treatment they need.

Gay and bisexual men and black 
African men and women make up 
seven out of 10 people in the UK 
living with HIV.  

Getting treatment means most 
people will have a normal life 
expectancy, so it’s important to 
take steps if you are affected.  You 
can speak to your GP, attend a 
sexual health clinic or go online 
and see if you are eligible for a free 
home testing kit at: www.test.hiv

To highlight this issue, Gateshead 
Millennium Bridge will turn red to 
mark World Aids Day on 1 December.

Fight the flu
If you’ve not had your flu jab yet, 
there’s still time. 

This is especially important if you 
in at-risk groups such as older 
people, the very young, pregnant 
women and people with chronic 
respiratory conditions or a 
weakened immune system.  

You can get your flu jab at:

• Your GP surgery

• Your midwifery service if they 
offer it for pregnant women

• A local pharmacy offering the 
service

For more information on this 
issue visit www.nhs.uk

Dry January

Need debt  
advice?
Our Debt Advice Team can help.

0191 433 3174 
housingadvice@gateshead.gov.uk

After the excesses of the festive period, 
there’s no better feeling than a fresh, 
healthy start to the New Year. 

Gateshead Council has teamed up with 
Balance, the North East Alcohol Office, 
to encourage Gateshead residents to 
see in 2017 with a resolution to ditch 
the drink for 31 days. 

This year’s ‘Dry January’ campaign was 
launched at Teams Medical Practice, 
where staff joined together to promote 
the benefits of giving your body a break 
from booze, including losing weight, 
sleeping better and feeling more 
productive. 

There are a number of health benefits in 
having a month off booze. In 2015, the 
Royal Free Hospital in London found 
an alcohol-free month has a positive 
impact on blood sugar levels, blood 
pressure and the liver. And around 60% 
of people who complete Dry January 
say they are drinking less six months 
later and enjoying healthier lifestyles.

Gateshead and the North East as a 
whole have led the way in terms of 
Dry January sign ups over the past 
four years, with the highest proportion 
of people taking up the challenge, 
compared to elsewhere in the country. 

So why not give it a go? 

Here are our top tips for seeing Dry 
January through to the end:

• Take part with a friend and spur 
each other on – buddying up means 

you’ll support each other through 
any wobbles, celebrate each other’s 
achievements and enjoy other 
distractions and treats together.

• Try something new – take advantage 
of feeling better in yourself and join 
the gym or try a new sport. Even 
just getting out into the fresh air 
and blowing away those cobwebs 
(hangover free!), will make you feel 
great. 

• Keep track of progress – regular 
drinking can soon pile on the pounds 
in more ways than one and it’s a good 
idea to keep a record of weight loss 
or money saved as a great way of 
helping you stay on track.

• Download the Dry January app 
available on iOS and Android to help 
track progress, and for handy tips and 
tricks.

Continuing healthcare survey
NHS continuing healthcare (CHC) is package of care delivered to someone, 
outside of hospital, who is found to a ‘primary health need’. Care can be in a 
range of settings, including residential care or in someone’s own home.

If you (or someone you care for) live in Gateshead and have been through, or 
are starting the process of CHC, Healthwatch Gateshead would like to hear 
about your experiences.

Please take its survey at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NHS-CHC or call 
Freephone 0808 801 0382 if you would like a paper copy.

Get involved this year and encourage your family and friends to do the same!  
To find out more and sign up, visit www.dryjanuary.org.uk

If you take the Dry January challenge, share your story with Balance at  
www.facebook.com/balance.northeast or tweet @BalanceNE

Members of Teams Medical Practice join 
NHS staff and public health officers to 
launch this year’s Dry January initiative
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Plans to redevelop Felling town centre 
have taken a step forward, following a 
£370,000 grant to Gateshead Council 
from the Department of Communities 
and Local Government.

Many local people, organisations and 
businesses have already given their 
views on what they’d like to see and 
more events and drop-ins are planned 
for 2018.  Feedback from these will be 
co-ordinated by a consultation team 
that will come up with a masterplan 
that looks at the future of homes and 
the town centre in general.

If you come along to any of the 
drop in events, you will be able to 
ask questions, but also have the 
opportunity to let the consultation 
team know more about your thoughts 
about your home, the environment in 
which you live, the town centre and the 
wider community.

The master plan will form the basis 
for future change in Felling, however, 
this is just the start of the regeneration 
process and it will take some years 
before any changes actually happen.

Exciting

Cabinet Member for Housing, 
Councillor Malcolm Brain said: 

This is the beginning of an exciting 
process for Felling. While the 

regeneration of the area will take 
some years, it’s a chance for residents, 

businesses and community groups 
to have a real input and a say in the 

future development of the town 
centre. Your views and opinions are 

crucial to this.

For updates on the consultation visit: 
felling.masterplan@wyg.com

IN YOUR AREA

Spooky spectacular
A big thank you to everyone who 
helped and came along to the 
spooky spectacular Halloween event 
held in Felling Park.  Organised by 
Friends of Felling Park and Town 
centre together with Edberts House, 
it was a great success with a range of 
fun events from scary story-telling to 
a spooky treasure trail.  

The Friends Group meet on Saturday 
mornings in Felling Park from 10am 
(weather permitting) and on the 
third Wednesday of every month at 
the Holly hill social Club at 7.15pm.  
If you’d like to get involved please 
come along.

For more information contact Des 
Costello on 0191 469 4476 or John 
Gibson on 07877 072 899 or see 
their facebook page.

Felling town centre

Wheelie bin fires
We’re appealing for witnesses after a spate of wheelie bin fires and youth 
disorder in the Allerdene and Beacon Lough areas. Fire crews have also been 
subject to attacks while dealing with these incidents.

Any information received, including the names of the individuals involved, 
will be treated in the strictest of confidence. We need this information to take 
action before someone is hurt.

Please call Serena Rossiter on 0191 433 3920 or email  
pspo@gateshead.gov.uk with any information.

Christmas 
events
Across Gateshead local groups and 
organisations have been organising 
Christmas tree switch-ons and festive 
events.  

• In Whickham, the Lighting up 
Whickham Group raised funds 
for its community tree which 
is now in place on the Church 
Green following a switch on 
event on November 28.  For more 
information about the group, 
which is made up of volunteers 
from the local community, 
see its facebook page or email 
LUWhickham@gmail.com

• November 30 is the date that 
Greenside Christmas lights are 
switched on, with Crawcrook’s 
event taking place on 4 December  
– both at 4pm.

• In Felling Square at 1.30pm on  
1 December, the Christmas tree 
lights will be switched on following 
carol singing by local school 
children.

• Christmas tree festival - Blaydon 
Church, 8-10 Dec in Blaydon 
Church.  Fifty trees decorated by 
local organisations with other 
activities over the weekend.

• Christmas coffee morning - 2nd 
Dec, 10.30am Holy Trinity church 
Swalwell.

• Community Carol Service - 17th 
Dec, 6pm at Holy Trinity Church 
Swalwell. 

• Windy Nook Methodist Church – 
18 Dec, 7pm – Community Carols. 
Now in its 51st year this free event 
includes refreshments and mince 
pie after the carols. Collection 
for Action for Children.  Plus on 
Christmas Eve at 3pm – Carols by 
candlelight.



Christmas lunch 
anyone?
If you’re on your own on Christmas 
Day, or simply want someone 
else to cook lunch, why not come 
along to Angel Court sheltered 
housing scheme at Harlow Green 
and enjoy a Christmas lunch in the 
restaurant? 

A three course lunch is on offer 
from 11.30am at a cost of £25.   
There’s also a glass of bubbly 
included and tea and coffee with 
mince pies and after-eights (if 
you’ve got room!)

You do have to book in advance 
by contacting the scheme 
Manager Paul Harris on 0191 
433 6492 (a £5 non-refundable 
deposit is also required).
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IN YOUR AREA

Life-saving skills in action
A Birtley resident helped save her 
neighbour’s life using skills she learnt 
at a CPR training session run by The 
Gateshead Housing Company in 
partnership with the British Heart 
Foundation. 

Audrey Powney - who lives in Birtley 
Villas sheltered scheme - rang for an 
ambulance when her neighbour Dave 
Kennedy thought he was having a heart 
attack.  Along with another neighbour, 
Derek Hodgson, Audrey used her newly 
acquired CPR skills to resuscitate Dave 
when he became unconscious and 
stopped breathing.

Delighted

She said: “I knew it was important to do 
the training but now that I have actually 
used the skills to help save a life, I can’t 
recommend the sessions enough. I am 
delighted that Dave is on the mend.”

Mr Kennedy has now recovered and 
returned home after his stay in hospital. 
He is very thankful to his neighbours 
and the ambulance service who worked 
together to save his life. 

This lifesaving programme is now being 
rolled out to over 20 sheltered schemes 
in Gateshead.

Craig Tilley, mobile sheltered scheme 
officer at The Gateshead Housing 
Company said: “This incident just 
shows how successful the CPR sessions 
have been and how important these 

life-saving skills are. We are delighted 
to be taking the CPR training to more 
sheltered schemes across Gateshead 
which could potentially save more lives.”

To find out more about the CPR 
training call 0191 433 5357 or email 
involve@gatesheadhousing.co.uk 

Derek Hodgson, Dave Kennedy and Audrey Powney 

Damage to newly opened park
Anti-social behaviour and vandalism 
has cast a shadow over the newly 
re-opened Chase Park.

The park’s £1 million makeover 
included the remodelling of the 
children’s play area, the installation 
of an outdoor gym, the restoration 
of the listed windmill and the sunken 
garden and the development of a 
community garden.

However since it re-opened 
in September, residents have 
highlighted damage to play 
equipment and trees being snapped.

Cabinet Member for Communities 
and Volunteering, Councillor Linda 
Green said: “We want to harness 
the positive effort by local people 
and encourage vigilance in and 

around the park.  With this in mind, 
we’re appealing for local people to 
share any information about these 
incidents. 

“It’s very disheartening that since this 
amazing space was created, some 
people have seen fit to damage 
and spoil it. We’re aware there has 
been some discussion on social 
media about this and we would 
urge anyone with any information to 
contact the Community Safety Team 
at Gateshead Council in confidence 
by email communitysafety@
gateshead.gov.uk”

A three year activity plan is in now 
in place for the park which will be 
supported by the Friends of Chase 
Park and a Community Worker for 
two days per week.  

Dog owners  Clean up after your dog using a poop scoop  
or bag.  To report dog fouling issues 0191 433 7000



Heworth Golf Club 
England Golf has invited Heworth 
Golf Club to host the English Boys’ 
U16 Open Amateur Stroke Play 
Championship for the McGregor 
Trophy in 2020.

Taking place over four days in July, 
this is one of the most prestigious 
competitions in the England Golf 
junior calendar and it’s only been to 
the North East once before.

Previous winners include golfers 
who are now on the European Tour 
including Oliver Fisher, and Justin 
Rose.

The championship attracts a 
top quality field of English and 
international players, typically from 
16 other countries, including all the 
home countries, many European 
nations and from as far afield as the 
USA and South Korea.

For more information  
www.theheworthgolfclub.co.uk
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The 5th Birtley Scout Group on Ruskin 
Road is appealing for support and 
donations after vandals wrecked their 
hut for the third time this year.

The vandals smashed through an 
outside wooden fence to gain entry. 

Every light tube was smashed, along 
with damage to internal doors and 
walls. Toilets, sinks and basins have 
also been destroyed, and the money 
the group would normally spend on 
activities with the young members will 
now have to go towards rectifying the 
damage. 

Stephen Johnson, a volunteer leader 
with the group said: “The children 
and young people are really upset – 
this should be a safe place for them.  
Now because of the actions of a few, 
we are having to meet in temporary 
accommodation and we have to divert 
our resources away from the Scouting 
activities that our members enjoy. We 
were still in the process of repairing 
our HQ from the previous burglary in 
August, and now we are having to fix it 
all again just eight weeks later!”

As well as appealing for help for 
volunteers to repair the damage, 

the Scout Group are trying to raise 
extra funds to improve security on 
the building. They are hoping to raise 
enough money to install a burglar 
alarm system, CCTV and improve the 
outside lighting.

If you can help support the group in 
any way please contact the Scouts at 
5thbirtley@gatesheadscouts.org.uk

If you have information about the 
incident please contact the police 
by email: 2095@northumbria.pnn.
police.uk or call 101 and quote log 
number 465 22/10/17

Can you help?

Chopwell and Blackhall Mill – The future
Local people in Chopwell and 
Blackhall Mill have been asked for 
their views about how their area can 
be improved in the future.

Ward councillors, partners, local 
organisations and residents in 
Chopwell and Blackhall Mill have 
all played their part in the initial 
consultation that began in October.  
There were lots of opportunities 
for feedback from people about 
what matters most to them about 
where they live, what can be done to 
improve things and who could help 
deliver the improvements identified.  

Surveys were delivered to all homes, 
as well as being available online; 
public meetings and smaller drop 

in events were organised, providing 
a platform for debate and feedback 
on issues such as housing, the 
environment and regenerating the 
local economy.

The results of the consultation will 
be fed back to the local community 
early in the New Year to help inform 
the development of longer term 
plan for the local community. Further 
information will be included in the 
next edition of Council News.

For more information, please 
contact Kate Bond or Gary Carr 
0191 433 3578/2043  
katebond@gateshead.gov.uk, 
garycarr@gateshead.gov.uk

IN YOUR AREA

Nest egg for local children
Over the years local fundraiser and member of Winlaton 
Homing Society, Bob Pinkerton has raised nearly 
£100,000 for children’s cancer wards at the RVI and 
cerebral palsy charities.

But he’s not to be found shaking a collection box or 
knocking on doors; Bob has used his hobby as a way 
of raising money – and it’s all down to his feathered 
friends!  Bob explained: “Every year, I organise a young 
pigeon sales auction where local pigeon fanciers 
provide the baby birds for free and the money raised 
goes to charity. 

“It’s a joint effort and a big thank you should go to everyone involved who has 
helped us raise this amazing amount of money.  Our slogan is: Give a youngster, 
buy a youngster, to help a youngster.”



A runaway success

A project aimed at getting young 
people who live near Gateshead 
International Stadium – but who had 
never used its facilities – has been 
a runaway success at the England 
Athletics Innovation Awards in 
Coventry in October.

Go Gateshead, Gateshead Harriers 
in partnership with Pattinson House 
(an Edberts House project) worked 
together with young people from Old 
Fold and Nest Estates to remove the 
barriers that prevented them from 
making use of the stadium’s facilities.  
A youth worker from Edberts 
House provided the link between 
the community and the Harriers 
to encourage young people to get 

involved. GO Gateshead offered 
short-term stadium memberships 
to those involved, to provide a trial 
period to see if they enjoyed the 
experience and wanted to commit 
to a longer term membership or join 
the resident Gateshead Harriers & 
Athletics Club.

Over 15 young people have attended 
the sessions so far and feedback has 
been very positive – from improved 
health and increased confidence to 
widening their circle of friends..

For more information contact 
Steve Wilkinson, youth and 
community worker on  
0191 438 0047

Boxing clever
Dunston and Teams Boxing Club has 
been offering classes and training 
for young people in the local area 
for over a decade.

Girls and boys – some as young as 
seven – have benefited from the 
club’s activities as well as making 
new friends along the way.

The club aims to be as accessible as 
possible to everyone, as volunteer 
coach Michael Smith explained: “We 
get young people from all kinds of 
backgrounds coming along to the 
club.  

“They get their first session free, but 
then we only charge a nominal fee 
of £2 per session after that – and if 
they can’t afford that, we waive the 
fee. For us it’s really important to be 
open for everyone, as a club like this 
can make a real difference to the 
young person. It sets boundaries 
and discipline and really helps boost 
their self-esteem and confidence.”

Grateful

Local shop owner Jinder Singh, who 
runs Premier Shops in Swalwell and 
Dunston is a keen supporter of the 
club.  

“Jinder has given the club £2,000 
in sponsorship,” said Michael, “and 
we are very grateful for his support. 
Running a club like this is expensive 
and funding from local businesses 
like this is a lifeline for us.”

For more information on the club, 
or to be a sponsor, or a volunteer, 
contact Michael Smith on 07786 
578 043.  The club is based at 
Brama Industrial Estate, Ropery 
Road, Teams.

Check out what’s on offer on their facebook page or contact Hannah Blythe  
for more information or to find out how you can volunteer to help on 0191  
492 0434, admin@thebirtleyhub.co.uk

25@GMBCouncil gatesheadcouncilwww.gateshead.gov.uk

IN YOUR AREA

A living Christmas tree, sourced and 
paid for by the local community in 
Birtley is in place within the grounds of 
Birtley War Memorial.

Now glowing with Christmas lights, 
the tree was planted by children from 
St Joseph’s Infant School (pictured) 
together with a member of staff from 
Bloomin’ Al’s Garden Centre.  

As well as seasonal activities such as 
this, Birtley Community Partnership 
– based at the Birtley Hub Resource 
Centre offer lots of advice and 
information as well as activities and 
events for the local community 
throughout the year.  The centre is open 
Monday-Friday, 9.30am-3.30pm.

Birtley living tree

 



With winter almost 
here, we want to 
help you to stay 
well and be aware 
of what you can do 
if you need help. 

There’s lots you can 
do to help yourself 
to stay healthy. 
We have provided 
you with some 
useful information on these pages, 
and you can also find out more 
information online at www.nhs.
co.uk and www.patient.co.uk 

If you need to see a doctor but your 
own GP practice is closed, you can 
call the 111 phone service that can 
help you to be seen without making 
an unnecessary trip to A&E. 

All pharmacies in the area run a 
scheme where they can advise you 
about managing minor ailments 
and access medications.

If you do have ideas or comments 
about how the local NHS can 
improve, you can visit http://www.
newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk/get-
involved/  to find out how you can 
get involved in our work.

Ps.  If you haven’t had your flu jab 
yet, we would encourage you make 
arrangements before the flu season 
begins!  You can find out more about 
flu vaccination at www.nhs.uk 

26 Gateshead Council News Winter 2017

NHS NEWS ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Stay well this winter

Dr Mark Dornan 
Assistant Clinical 
Chair and  
Gateshead GP

Managing common minor illnesses
There are some minor illnesses which we can all treat ourselves, but sometimes we 
don’t know how long they should last, or when to ask for help.

Here’s a handy list of some of the main illnesses, and what you can expect

Illness Lasts on 
average

What can you do to ease the 
symptoms

Middle-ear infection 4 days Have plenty of rest and drink lots of 
fluid

Ask a pharmacist to recommend 
medicines to help your symptoms

Fever is a sign the body is fighting 
infection and usually gets better by 
itself. Paracetamol or ibuprofen can 
help reduce fever

If symptoms persist, please contact 
your pharmacist or GP

Sore throat 7 days

Common cold 10 days

Sinusitis 18 days

Cough or bronchitis 21 days

Upset stomach, 
diarrhoea and vomiting

2 days

Poorly child?
If your child is unwell there is lots of 
information available to help.

The Little Orange Book provides expert advice 
on how to manage common problems in 
babies and small children. You can ask your GP 
practice for a copy, or you can view it online 
at: http://www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.
uk/little-orange-book/

There is also an NHS child health App 
containing everything from oral health, upset 
tummies and diarrhoea to advice on bumps 
and bruises. You can download the app from 
Google Play and the App Store by searching 
for NHS child health.
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Look after yourself at home
As we approach winter the NHS sees more 
ailments and illnesses that can be easily 
treated at home with the aid of some 
advice (see www.nhs.uk) and a range of 
medicines you can buy.

What medicines should I keep 
at home?
Here are some of the medicines that you 
should keep in your medicine cabinet. You 
should also keep a well-prepared first aid kit as this can help to treat minor cuts, 
sprains and bruises and it can reduce the risk of cuts becoming infected.

Remember:
• Always follow the direction 

on medicine packets and 
information leaflets

• Never exceed the stated dose
• Always keep medicines out of 

sight and reach of children
• Keep your medicine in a high 

and lockable cupboard in a cool, 
dry place

Key Medicines
Paracetamol and ibuprofen Effective at relieving most minor aches and pains such as headaches period 

pain, inflammation in arthritis and sprains. Not everyone can take ibuprofen so 
check the pack first.

Oral rehydration salts (such as Dioralyte) Fever, diarrhoea and vomiting make us lose water and essential minerals, 
and can lead to dehydration. If you have these symptoms and can’t continue 
your normal diet, oral rehydration salts can help to restore your body’s natural 
balance of minerals and fluid and relieve discomfort and tiredness. They don’t 
fight the underlying cause of your illness, such as a virus or bacteria.

Antacids (comes in chewable tablets, or 
tablets that dissolve in water, or in liquid 
form)

We normally over indulge during the festive period and this can bring stomach 
ache, heartburn or trapped wind. A simple antacid will reduce stomach acidity 
and bring relief

Key First Aid
Thermometer Digital thermometers that you put in your mouth produce very accurate 

readings. A thermometer placed under the arm is a good way to read a baby’s 
temperature

Antiseptic This can be used to clean cuts before they’re dressed. Most can treat a range of 
conditions, including insect stings, ulcers and pimples. Alcohol-free antiseptic 
wipes are useful to clean cuts

Eyewash solution This will help to wash out grit or dirt in the eyes

Bandages These can support injured limbs, such as fractures or sprains. They also apply 
direct pressure to larger cuts before being treated in hospital

Plasters A range of sizes, waterproof if possible. When applying a plaster you should 
clean and dry the wound before you put the plaster on. Plasters should be 
replaced every few hours

Sterile dressings Larger injuries should be covered with a sterile dressing to prevent infection 
until treatment can be given by a health professional

Medical tape This is used to secure dressings. It can also be used to tape an injured finger to 
an uninjured one, creating a makeshift splint

Tweezers For taking out splinters. If splinters are left in, they can cause discomfort and 
become infected



Set to be the biggest event in England 
in 2018, the Great Exhibition of 
the North is a summer of amazing 
exhibits, inspired technology, vibrant 
street performance, cutting edge 
culture and magical experiences in 
NewcastleGateshead. This once in a 
lifetime, must-see event is free and 
family friendly - opening with the 
spectacular ‘Get North’ weekend on 
Friday 22 June, it finishes in style 
with the world-famous Great North 
Run and the powerful ‘Creating the 
Future’ closing weekend on the 8 - 9 
September.

Gateshead Quays will be transformed 
during the Exhibition. Along with 
plans for the stunning Urban Garden 
on Hillgate Quay, BALTIC Centre for 
Contemporary Art and Sage Gateshead 
will be connected to Great North 
Museum by three trails exploring the 
North’s Art and Culture, Design, and 
Innovation.

Great Exhibition of the North will 
include the return of Stephenson’s 
Rocket to Discovery Museum and 

the space suit worn by Britain’s first 
astronaut, Sheffield-born Helen 
Sharman, and John Lennon’s famous 
Record Plant Piano are just some of 
the highlights in a landmark display 
at Great North Museum celebrating 
iconic objects from across the North. 

BALTIC Centre for Contemporary 
Art will present the best in Northern 
contemporary art, including a new 
solo show from Turner Prize nominee 
Michael Dean.

The full 80-day Great Exhibition of the 
North programme will be unveiled in 
early 2018.

Register to receive the latest news at 
www.getnorth2018.com
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Quilt marks 100 years of Shipley
A community quilt created by more 
than 100 people from across Gateshead 
and the North East, it is now on display 
at the gallery – as part its centenary 
celebrations.

Led by textile artist Louise Underwood, 
the quilters (some of whom had never 
sewn in their life), created individual 
squares for the new quilt which 
will become part of the Shipley’s 
permanent collection.

The North East has a long-held 
tradition of quilting, which is reflected 
in a selection of North Country quilts 
which form part of the gallery’s craft 
collection. The Shipley has facilitated a 
local quilting group since 1986, where 

members meet regularly to share skills, 
socialise and create.

To celebrate the centenary, Tyne & Wear 
Archives & Museums secured a grant of 
£59,800 from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) for a year of special exhibitions 
and events.

The Shipley Centenary is supported by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), Arts 
Council England, Gateshead Council 
and the Friends of the Shipley.  The 
Shipley Art Gallery is managed by Tyne 
& Wear Archives & Museums on behalf 
of Gateshead Council.

Open Tuesday-Friday, 10am-4pm, 
Saturday 10am-5pm (closed Sunday 
and Monday).

OUT AND ABOUT

Get snapping! 
The Great Exhibition of the 
North has teamed up with 
the Northern Powerhouse 
to encourage the public to 
get behind the lens and capture the 
essence of what makes the North 
‘Great’.

Entries must be received by the end 
of December 2017 and is open to 
all ages with some great prizes are 
on offer. 

For more information and full 
details of how to enter go to  
www.getnorth2018.com

Great Exhibition of the North 22 June - 9 September 2018

Volunteers needed
Around 500 volunteers are needed to supported all the events and activities taking 
place.  Details are not confirmed yet, but any would-be volunteers can register their 
interest on the website www.getnorth2018.com and organisers will be in touch in 
the New Year. 

Detail of Helen Sharman’s Zvezda Sokol 
spacesuit. ©Science Museum Group



St Mary’s Heritage Centre with GLAS 
Performing Arts Academy is proud 
to present the Gateshead Silent Film 
Festival.

Join us over two nights as we take you 
back in time to the 1920s where CGI 
was not invented, actors performed 
their own stunts, and the only sound 
came from the whirr of the reel and the 
tinkling of the ivories.

Over each night we will show a feature 
length movie from the silent era, each 
accompanied live by GLAS Performing 
Arts Academy’s Stuart Angus on piano, 
performing an original soundtrack.

On Friday 26 January, 7pm, there’s the 
German silent film horror ‘The Cabinet 
of Dr Caligari’ while on Saturday 27 
January, 7pm, we will be opening the 
doors of St Mary’s Speakeasy to show 
Charlie Chaplin’s ‘The Gold Rush’. Finish 

the evening with some dancing; swing, 
jive and even a little cheek-to-cheek.

This festival is something not to be 
missed whether it is the spooky 
surrounds of a 900 year old church for 
horror night, or the more laid back feel 
of a speak easy for comedy night.

Tickets are £10, to book:  
0191 433 4699 or visit:  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

For further information and to check tree availability call 
01207 542 495 or go to www.friendsofchopwellwood.org.uk

Not sorted your Christmas tree yet? 
There’s should still be time to get your 
real Christmas tree from Chopwell 
Wood.

Friends of Chopwell Wood are selling 
fir, pine and spruce trees at Chopwell 
Wood every day until 20 December (or 
earlier if all trees are sold). The sales site 
is open from 8am-8pm, and you can 
also buy tree stands, wreaths and other 
decorations (please note: payment by 
cash is preferred).

The sales site is next to the main car 
park - access via the B6315 near High 
Spen.   

The Singing Wind
The four corners of the Earth come 
to St Mary’s Heritage Centre in the 
days leading up to Christmas.

The Singing Wind is a new show 
told in sound and song about a 
boy who dreams that he must save 
his people.  Guided by the wind, 
he travels to the four corners of the 
Earth learning of the power, value 
and wonder of the elements.

Performances are on Friday 22 and 
Saturday 23 December at 1pm 
and 6.30pm, and on Sunday, 24 
December at 11am. Admission is 
£7/£3 and free for two-year olds 
and under.

Part of NewcastleGateshead Winter 
Festival events.

To book call 0191 433 4699 or  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson
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Silent Film Festival 2018

Power cut?
Report it and find out more
Call 105

Tree time!

V for Victory
The popular ‘History Wardrobe’ present an uplifting new show about life on 
the Home Front in World War I on 8 February 2018 at Caedmon Hall, Central 
Library. From ‘V’ for vegetables and the life of a Land Army gal (including top 
tips on cooking on limited rations) to ‘V’ for voting and what it was like to cast a 
vote for the very first time.  And finally, V for Victory - history has never been so 
well-dressed! 

Tickets are £7, and you can book online at www.gateshead.gov.uk/
whatson or call 0191 433 8420



Fun stuff  
for kids!
GO Gateshead has lots of fun stuff 
for your kids to enjoy – whatever 
the weather!  All ages are catered 
for and it’s a great way to get them 
into exercise at an early age.

Swimming lessons:  
From babies, pre-school and 
onwards, our progressive 
swimming tuition will teach 
your children confidence and 
competence in the water.

Flowrider:  
Help your children learn to surf 
and body-board on one of the 
North East’s only standing wave 
experiences. 

Clip ‘n Climb:  
Based at Gateshead Leisure Centre, 
Clip ‘n Climb is an action packed 
climbing experience like no other, 
featuring 25 unique climbing 
challenges.
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Stay motivated to keep 
fit this winter

As the nights draw in and the 
temperatures plummet, it can be very 
easy to give up on keeping fit.

However being active during the colder 
months can be just the trick for keeping 
the winter blues at bay. Check out  
GO Gateshead’s helpful tips for staying 
positive and motivated through to 
Spring.

1.  Set yourself a goal
Whether its weight loss, improving your 
fitness, de-stressing, or generally just 
feeling better about yourself.

2. Make a plan you’ll stick to
Having a plan around achieving your 
goals is vital. Fit your exercise around 
your lifestyle and try not to overdo it. 
Add your workouts to your calendar 
and treat each one like an appointment 
you can’t miss.

3.  Remind yourself why being 
active is important

Exercising on these cold dark days will 
help boost your mood, energy levels 
and relieve your stress as we head into 
the festive period.

4.  Buddy up
Whether it’s persuading your other half 
to join you in the gym, or finding that 
good friend who’ll meet you at Legs, 
Bums and Tums every week, exercising 
together will motivate you to exercise 
regularly.

5.   Have the music set the mood
Use a playlist as a trigger, so when you 
hear your favourite song your mind 
will be in workout mode. Studies have 
shown that exercising to music reduces 
your perceived effort and boosts your 
output.

6.  Try a new class
Why not use the season as an excuse 
to try a new fitness class? Whether it’s 
Boxercise, Pilates or Circuits, instructor-
led sessions are a great way to motivate 
yourself.

7.  Throw in a swim
Swimming can be a great way to stay 
active and not let the temperatures 
affect you. It’s really easy on the joints 
and is a full body workout. Afterwards, 
you could even relax in a sauna or 
steam room.

The Council’s GO Gateshead Sport and Leisure service is one of the region’s 
leading gym, swim and fitness class providers. To check out what’s on offer and to 
download your exclusive free day pass visit www.gogateshead.com/freedaypass 
or sign up for your membership at www.gogateshead.com/membership

GO Bears Den soft-play: 
Featuring four storeys  
of soft-play fun, the 
 GO Bears Den is the  
perfect place for your  
little cubs to let off  
some steam.

Gymnastics:  
Our ‘Fundamentals’ gymnastics 
courses are flippin’ fun for all.  
From toddler age onwards your 
children are taught progressive  
skills promoting the principles of 
fun, fitness and friendship.

For more details visit  
www.gogateshead.com
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WHAT’S ON

December

Monday 11-16 December, 7.15pm
Frankenstein by Tim Kelly  
Little Theatre, Gateshead
Victor Frankenstein has created a 
‘creature’ made up from the pieces of 
the dead. 

The creature makes it clear he is lonely 
and wants a wife.  Will Frankenstein 
dare? Tickets £9 (concessions available) 
from 0191 478 1499 or online www.
littletheatregateshead.co.uk 

Friday 15 December, 1.30-3.30,
Get Hygge at the Shipley -  
Wreath Making 
Shipley Art Gallery
Come along to the Creator Space at 
the Shipley Art Gallery and make a 
beautiful handmade Christmas wreath 
to hang in your home this Christmas. 
£2.50 includes hot drink and mince pie. 
All materials provided.  
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk 

Friday 15 December - 22 April 2018
Sofia Stevi 
BALTIC
This first solo presentation of Stevi’s 
work brings together recent paintings 
and drawings alongside a body of new 
work made especially for the exhibition. 

Saturday 16 December, 11am
Memories of Christmas 
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Local author Andrew Clark shares 
memories of Christmas in a talk that 
includes demonstrations of old toys and 
games. Relive the days before mobile 
phones and wireless with the ‘tin can 
telephone’ made from two old tins and 
string! Free, but reserve your place: 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Until Tuesday 17 December
Christmas Tree sales  
Chopwell Woods
Get your forest fresh trees from 
Chopwell Wood, NE39 1LT - sales next 
to the main car park. Open from 8am-
8pm every day. 01207 542 495.  

Sunday 17 December 
Blaydon Jazz Club Xmas concert 
At The Black Bull, Blaydon
Roly Veitch Trio + guests George 
McDonald (clarinet) and James Birkett 
(guitar). Goodman style clarinet and 
scintillating guitar from our star guests. 
£5. For more details call 0191 414 2846. 

Friday 22 December, 1.30-3.30pm
Get Hygge at the Shipley –  
Bauble decorating 
Shipley Art Gallery
Come along to the Creator Space at the 
Shipley Art Gallery and decorate a glass 
bauble to hang on your Christmas tree 
at home.  £2.50 includes, hot drink and 
mince pie. All materials provided.  
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk

Friday 22 December
BALTIC Winter Wonderland

Visit BALTIC on 22, 23 or 24 December 
to create your own sculptural 
snowflakes with BALTIC artist, Helen 
Pailing. A creative family activity 
recommended for ages 3-13. 

Highlights

Wednesday 21 February

Anton du Beke and Erin Boag – 
From Broadway to Hollywood

Join the nation’s favourite ballroom 
couple when they return with an 
exciting new show for 2018 as 
they celebrate the golden age of 
Hollywood.  Featuring dazzling new 
choreography, sparkling costumes 
and a sensational show band 
performing timeless music.  

At Sage Gateshead, 7.30pm. 

To book tickets visit  
www.sagegateshead.com or call  
the Box Office 0191 443 4661.

Sleeping Beauty

Friday 8 - Saturday 30 December

Newcastle Panto Company will be 
performing their traditional Geordie 
version of Sleeping Beauty from a 
special indoor theatre inside Gateshead 
International Stadium. 

The custom-built theatre promises 
to be modern, spacious and will 
accommodate 800 people per show. 

Tickets £12 - £22. To book tickets 
visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/
newcastlepanto

The Singing Wind: Winter Festival 
Performance
Friday 22 December - Sunday 24 
December 
Join us at St Mary’s Heritage Centre 
for our unforgettable annual Winter 
Festival performance. 

This performance to delight all ages, 
blends folk tales and myths from 
Greece, Norway, Africa and the North 
American Plains. 

Suitable for all the family, The Singing 
Wind is a brand new production, 
created for family audiences with 
children from 4 -10. £7/£3. Two years 
and under are free.
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For full listings or to book tickets  at 
Sage Gateshead call 0191 443 4661 or 

visit www.sagegateshead.com

For latest exhibitions and events at  
Baltic visit www.balticmill.com

This is just a taste of events across 
Gateshead.  For more see  

www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

January

Friday 5 January, 9.30am-4.30pm
Culture Camp: Modelling Animation 
Caedmon Hall 
With award winning animator Lesley-
Anne Rose, explore and experiment 
with different types of model making, 
sculpting, puppet making and set 
design to create your own 3D stop 
motion animation. £25, suitable for 
ages 8 -14. Book online  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson   

Tuesday 9 January, 7pm
Oh I do like to be beside the seaside 
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Malcolm Grady returns to St Mary’s with 
this light hearted talk about where our 
love affair with British seaside resorts 
began. £3, book online  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Saturday 13 January, 10am
Unicorn Puppet Making 
Gateshead Central Library
Drop in across the morning and have a 
go at making and decorating a unicorn 
paper puppet. Make it as sparkly and 
colourful as you want. Pay As You Feel 
(donation goes towards arts activities in 
Gateshead)

Saturday 13 and 20 January 
Mystery at the Shipley 
Shipley Art Gallery
A mysterious object has been hidden in 
the Shipley Art Gallery by an eccentric 
millionaire. Do you have the skills to 
solve the puzzles and find the priceless 
artwork against the clock? £30 per team 
(4-6 people). For session times and to 
book visit www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk

Thursday 15 January, 10am-2pm 
Get Crafty: Print a pattern 
Shipley Art Gallery
Take inspiration from all the beautiful 
patterns in the Shipley collections. 

Explore the gallery to collect all your 
ideas, then design your pattern and 
make a print. Drop in.  
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk. 

Saturday 20 January, 10am
Button Corsage Workshop 
Gateshead Central Library
Join textile designer Charlotte Liddle 
to learn how to make a pretty corsage 
to brighten up your winter wardrobe! 
Suitable for 14 years plus, £15. To book 
visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson 

Friday 26 January, 7pm
Silent Film Festival - The Cabinet of 
Dr Caligari 
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Join us as we take you back in time to 
the 1920s where CGI was not invented, 
actors performed their own stunts and 
the only sound came from the whirr of 
the reel and the tinkling of the ivories. 
£10. To book visit www.gateshead.gov.
uk/whatson

Saturday 27 January, 7pm
Silent Film Festival - The Gold Rush 
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
The Gold Rush - In this classic silent 
comedy, the Little Tramp (Charles 
Chaplin) heads north to join in the 
Klondike gold rush. £10. To book visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

February

Thursday 1 February, 6pm 
Cultural Crowdfunding 
Caedmon Hall
The Culture Vulture returns for another 
evening of discussion for the creative 
and cultural community in the North 
East. Exploring and sharing experiences 
of crowdfunding to support and fund 
projects, venues, creative start-ups and 
much more. £5. To book visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson  

Thursday 1 February, 7.30pm
Joe Brown: For the First Time  
Ever… Just Joe 
Sage Gateshead
Packed with timeless classics, rockabilly, 
gospel, country, folk and rock ‘n’ roll, 
all interwoven with Joe’s effervescent 
delivery and humorous reminiscences, 
this sensational show is a musical 
journey not to be missed.  
www.sagegateshead.gov.uk 

Saturday 3 February, 11am
Children’s Knitting Group 
Gateshead Central Library
Come and join our friendly and fun 
children’s knitting and craft group. 
This fun group is run by friendly, 
experienced volunteers and is suitable 
for boys and girls. The central knitting 
group ladies supply the needles, yarn 
and wool. 

Thursday 8 February, 6.30pm
History Wardrobe presents  
V for Victory
Caedmon Hall
An uplifting new presentation about 
life on the Home Front in World War I. 
celebrations, jubilations, fears for the 
future and new hopes. History has 
never been so well-dressed! £7. To book 
visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Wednesday 21 February, 7.30pm
Anton and Erin – From Broadway to 
Hollywood 
Sage Gateshead
Join the nation’s favourite ballroom 
couple when they return with an 
exciting new show for 2018 as they 
celebrate the golden age of Hollywood. 
Featuring dazzling new choreography, 
sparkling costumes and a sensational 
show band performing timeless music.  
www.sagegateshead.gov.uk



We became a family with 
Gateshead Council through 

adoption... could you?
Information evenings (Thursdays):

8 February or 19 April, 5.30 -7pm 
at Bewicks, Gateshead Civic Centre

Find out more at  www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption 
or call 0191 433 6388

Make a difference
Train to become a Primary School 
teacher with Gateshead SCITT
Training takes place at our lead 
school, Lobley Hill Primary School, 
and we work in partnership with 
schools across the region.

We welcome applications from 
candidates with a degree (2.2 or 
above) with GCSE Maths, English 
and Science at grade C or above.  

Applications can be submitted on UCAS from November 
2017, but we are happy to provide more information on 
Gateshead SCITT by:

Phone 0191 433 4081
Email info@gatesheadscitt.org.uk
Website   www.gatesheadscitt.org.uk

Fostering is caring for life 
...fostering is a career for life.

Information evenings (Wednesdays):
24 January or 28 March, 5.30-7pm 

at Bewicks, Gateshead Civic Centre

Make this happen with Gateshead Council

foster
Find out more at www.gateshead.gov.uk/fostering 

or call 0191 433 8333



Forgot to sign up for garden 
waste collections  
last year?

www.gateshead.gov.uk/gardenwaste   
or 0191 433 7000

Sign up 

NOW!

www.gateshead.gov.uk/recycling   0191 433 7000

Recycle me! Once the festivities are over, there’s lots 
you can recycle in your blue bin or at 
your local bring recycling site.



Gateshead Civic Centre

Mon 18 to Fri 22 Dec OPEN

Mon 25 & Tues 26 Dec CLOSED

Wed 27 -  Fri 29 Dec OPEN

Mon 1 Jan 
CLOSED

Tues 2 Jan onwards OPEN

Gateshead Libraries
Council libraries will be open until Saturday 23 Dec as normal
Mon 25 Dec and Tues 26 Dec CLOSED
Wed 27 - Sat 30 Dec  AS NORMAL
Mon 1 Jan  CLOSED
Tues 2 jan  AS NORMAL

NOTE: Opening hours for volunteer-run libraries may vary.  
                Check website for details.

For more information on Christmas and New Year  
opening times for other council buildings please call 
 0191 433 300 or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk  

Times correct at 
time of print.

Household Waste and Recycling Centres at Campground and Cowen Road, 
Blaydon will be closed on Christmas Day but open as normal on all other days.

For more information: www.gateshead.gov.uk/binchecker 0191 433 7000

PLEASE NOTE:  Collections dates may be a�ected by severe weather. 
For the latest information, visit  www.gateshead.gov.uk or 
www.facebook.com/gatesheadcouncil  or www.twitter.com/gmbcouncil

 

for Gateshead

Refuse and Recycling 

DECEMBER
Monday 18  NO COLLECTION

Tuesday 19 normal service

Wednesday 20 normal service

Thursday 21 normal service

Friday 22 normal service

Tuesday 26 NO COLLECTION

Wednesday 27 Tuesday’s collection

Thursday 29 Wednesday’s collection

Friday 29 Thursday’s collection

Saturday 30 Friday’s collection

JANUARY  

Tuesday 2   normal service

Wednesday 3   normal service

Thursday 4   normal service

Friday 5   normal service

Collections for Christmas and New Year

Council Leisure CentresSat 23 Dec 
 OPEN

Sun 24 - Tues 26 Dec  CLOSED
Wed 27 - Sat 30 Dec  OPEN*
Sun 31 Dec & Mon 1 Jan  CLOSED 

Gateshead International Stadium
Sat 23 & Sun 24 Dec  OPEN
Mon 25 Dec 

 CLOSED
Tues 26 - Sat 30 Dec  OPEN*
Sun 30 Dec 

 CLOSED
Mon 1 Jan 

 OPEN
* Normal opening times may vary please check with venue 

Open for  
business

St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Friday 22, Sat 23 and Sun 24 Dec      OPEN FOR  

 

CHRISTMAS SHOW

Mon 25 & Tues 26 Dec 
CLOSED

Wed 27 -  Sat 30 Dec 
OPEN

Sun 31 Dec & Mon 1 Jan 
CLOSED

Tues 2 Jan onwards 
OPEN

Saltwell Towers
Mon 18 - Sat 23 Dec OPENSun 24 - Tues 26 Dec CLOSEDWed 27 - Sun 31 OPENMon 1 Jan  CLOSEDTues 2 Jan onwards OPEN

A FREE service from Gateshead Libraries in partnership with 
RVS delivering library books to people in their own homes, in 
sheltered accommodation or residential care. We offer a great 
range of books, including large print and audio books. If you or 
someone you know suffers from a mobility problem then we can 
deliver your choice of books each month.

For more information or to sign up please contact the Gateshead 
Libraries Readers at Home service on 0191 433 6415 or visit our 
website at  www.gatesheadlibraries.com

Readers
at Home.



WWW.
GATESHEAD.
AC.UK

School leaver 
enrolment events:
Monday 11 December 
4.30pm-7pm

Monday 15 January 
4.30pm-7pm
Monday 26 February 
4.30pm-7pm
Monday 26 March 
4.30pm-7pm

 
See website for more 
details and which 
campus to attend.


