
Gateshead Council Transport Technical Appendices 

Highway Materials 

 
1. Introduction 
1.1 This document outlines those materials which are viewed as acceptable for use 
in the adopted highway. As such they comprise the ‘standard materials palette’ as 
outlined in the ‘Making It Happen’ design guide. Where use of an ‘extended palette’, 
to include materials other than those listed below, is proposed early discussions will 
be necessary to ascertain the acceptability or otherwise of the materials.  
 
2. Carriageway materials  
 
 STANDARD MATERIALS 

PALETTE 
Bituminous Surfacing Material Hot Rolled Asphalt with PCC 

Chips (Chips can be red, black 
or buff) 
 
Asphalt Concrete 
 
Thin Wearing Course System  
 
 

 
These materials provide a good running surface and, combined with the correct 
aggregate, give acceptable skid resistance properties.  Combined with good quality 
paving and kerbing they provide an acceptable and serviceable surface, particularly 
in urban areas with higher traffic flows.  However large areas can detract from the 
appearance of a public area. 
   
Block Paving (only in medium / lightly trafficked 
areas –  Making It Happen street types 2,3 & 4) 

Coloured Concrete block paving 
(buff, charcoal, brindle, burnt 
ochre, natural, red) 
  

Where agreed as appropriate, block paving may be laid to carriageways, shared 
surface and other areas used by vehicles.  Block paving can provide an attractive 
alternative to blacktop.  Plain concrete blocks are readily available in a variety of 
colours such as red, brindle and charcoal.  Care should be taken to ensure a 
contrast with all kerbing to assist the partially sighted and guide dogs to detect the 
kerb edge. Block paving should be laid instead of the surface course and binder 
course on the standard thickness and materials for the sub-base and base layers for 
the street type in question.  It should be laid in a Herringbone pattern for mechanical 
interlocking strength.   If the use of block paving is being considered, advice should 
be sought from the Council concerning both the type and source of block and 
detailed specification for the bedding and jointing materials. 
Alternative Materials:  
 
Flags Not acceptable 



Coloured asphalt  Not acceptable  
Bound gravel Not acceptable 
Imprinted asphalt  Acceptable subject to specific 

approval from the Council 

 
3. Parking bays  
3.1 Where parking bays are specified the surfacing material required falls within has 
the same options as carriageway surfacing.  From a practical perspective if concrete 
or stone setts are proposed they should be of a darker colour to reduce the visibility 
of potential oil staining.   
 
4. Traffic calming  
4.1 Where traffic calming features such as a raised table are proposed the surface 
material required falls within the same options as a carriageway surfacing.  However 
any ramp to a raised table / platform must be bituminous.   
 
5. Kerbs, channel blocks and edgings 
 
 STANDARD MATERIALS PALETTE 
Concrete British Standard PCC kerbs 

 
Block paving kerb (Must be against a flagged/blocked area and 
not soft landscaping) 
 
Combined drainage kerbs 

 
Standard grey precast concrete kerbs, channels and edgings form the most basic, 
cost effective option. However other concrete options are available such as granite 
aggregate kerbs or exposed aggregate / textured finished kerbs.  When laid upright 
these should be the half-batter type.  In all cases it is important to achieve a contrast 
in colour between paved areas, kerbs and carriageways to assist partially sighted 
people to differentiate the kerb safely.   
 
 
 
If natural stone kerbs and channels are proposed then approval needs to be sought 
from the Council at the earliest stage through pre application discussions  
 
 
6. Footways and other paved areas (adjacent to the carriageway)  
 
6.1 Flagged or block paved footways and other areas can be provided if desired by 
the developer or required by the Council for example to improve the appearance of 
the street scene. 
 
 STANDARD MATERIALS PALETTE 

Blacktop 6 mm Asphalt Concrete 
 
These materials are generally asphalt concrete.  Such materials provide a very 
flexible option.  It is also relatively cheap and easy to maintain, especially if there are 



significant amounts of service in the footway.  Nevertheless in some circumstances it 
may not always provide the aesthetic quality sought.    
 
Concrete  PCC V70 paving or similar (natural colour) 

 
Coloured Concrete Block paving 
 

Concrete block and flag paving can provide an attractive alternative to black top and 
can be sourced in a variety of colours.   

 
7. Footpaths  
 
7.1 Where footpaths are proposed through areas of new open or amenity space the 
specified surfacing material has the same options as carriageway surfacing set out 
above.  
 
8. Cycle paths  
 
8.1 The Council does not normally require different materials for cycle paths 
although Gateshead and other Tyne and Wear Authorities use green coloured 
asphalt to signify cycleways.  
 
9. Street furniture for use in adopted areas 
 
9.1 It is important to establish at an early stage (and before any planning application) 
what street furniture within areas that are intended to be adopted as publicly 
maintained highway is proposed and whether the proposed street furniture will be 
acceptable from a highway adoption perspective.  Details of any proposed street 
furniture should be included as part of a concept proposal that you are required to 
prepare for your proposed development.  
 
10. Street lighting  
 

 STANDARD MATERIALS PALETTE 
Columns Columns shall generally be manufactured from galvanised 

tubular steel.  Columns manufactured from alternative 
materials can only be used with the approval of the appropriate 
Council officer.   

Lanterns  
 

Gateshead Council uses the ‘LeafNut’ control system for street 
lighting across the Borough.  The ‘leafnut’ system is a wireless 
control, management and reporting system for outdoor lighting.    
 
Standard Lanterns adoptable by Gateshead Council  

� 6 Metre Mounting Height:  
� Urbis ‘Axia’ lantern with Neutral White LEDs - 16, 24 or 

32 LEDs  
� Colour: Grey, RAL 7040  
� Each lantern to be Harvard Leafnut enabled (Central 

Management System) - complete with Leafnode 



 
 
 


