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Libraries, Arts & Heritage Events in Gateshead

Download
the  BorrowBox 
app today!



This is your handy brochure covering all libraries, arts and 
heritage events taking place throughout Gateshead for adults, 
families and children.

Join us for MakerPlace activities, exhibitions, workshops and 
summer holiday activities from May until the end of August. 
Look out for our local history walks in our first Gateshead 
Heritage Walks Festival and special activities for this year’s Late 
Shows programme.

Important Information
Children under 8 years must be accompanied by an adult at 
all events. For details about ease of access, please contact the 
event organiser.

All the tickets for our events are kept at a low cost or free because 
they are subsidised with funding from Gateshead Council and 
external partners including Arts Council England. If the price of 
an activity is a financial barrier to you or your family, please get 
in touch as we can often support with a free ticket.
Please email:  libraries@gateshead.gov.uk

Welcome to Live!

How to book
Please visit: gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com 
to book online or in person at Gateshead Central 
Library. If you’re not able to book online please 
contact 0191 433 8420 and a member of staff 
will call you back on our secure payments line.
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Gateshead Central Library
Prince Consort Road, Gateshead, NE8 4LN    
0191 433 8420

Blaydon Library
Wesley Court, Blaydon, NE21 5BT
0191 433 6201

Birtley Library
Durham Road, Birtley, DH3 1LE
0191 433 6101

Chopwell Library
Derwent Street, Chopwell, NE17 7HS
01207 561379

Crawcrook Library
Main Street, Crawcrook, Ryton, NE40 4NB    
0191 413 8164

Leam Lane Library
129 Cotemede, Leam Lane Estate, NE10 8QH   
0191 433 6428

Pelaw Library
Joicey Street, Pelaw, NE10 0QS
0191 433 6409

St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Oakwellgate, Gateshead, NE8 2AU
0191 433 4699   heritage@gateshead.gov.uk 

Shipley Art Gallery
Prince Consort Road, Gateshead, NE8 4JB  
0191 477 1495    shipleyartgallery.org.uk

Vane Gallery/ Orbis Community
65 High Street, Gateshead, NE8 2AP   
0191 490 1294    www.vane.org.uk

Venues

Twitter Facebook Instagram

@gateslibraries
@StMarysHeritage

/gatesheadlibraries
/gatesheadalive
/stmarysheritagecentre

@gatesheadlibraries
@stmarysheritagecentre
@ gatesheadartdiamonds
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Some of our venues are available for hire, contact venue for further details.

The Stories Behind the
Stones Walk 
 Sunday 7 May, 2pm - 3pm
Meet and finish at the War Memorial, 
Wordsworth Street, NE8 1DJ

Join Anthea Lang to discover stories 
about some of the many people who lie 
buried in St Edmund's and Gateshead East 
Cemeteries. Learn of naval heroics, a rowing 
tragedy, marital discord and a drunken 
policeman as well as looking at some of 
the best decorated gravestones in the area. 
Please wear sensible footwear as we will be 
walking over grass and rough ground. The 
walk will last approximately one hour. 

Watergate Park History Walk  
Sunday 14 May, 2pm - 4.30pm
Meet at Watergate Cafe. 

Watergate Park is the site of the former 
Watergate Colliery 1924-1964, but its long 
history includes part of the Tanfield Railway 
dating from 1725, the site of the medieval 
manor house of Fugar and is overlooked 
by the Roman fort at Washingwells. 
Reclamation and landscaping in the 1990s 
created the forest park, waterfall and 
lake (a haven for wildlife), sculptures and 
viewing points. This walk is about 2.5 miles 
(4km) on paths including steps, uneven 
(often muddy!) ground, next to a lake and 
streams and some steep hills. Please wear 
appropriate footwear and clothing. Car parks 
at Lobley Hill on Whickham Highway B6317 
or A692 car park near Emmanuel College.

From countryside to towns and former industrial areas, experience interesting views and learn 
something new about the rich history of your area along the way! Join a heritage walk and 
celebrate the great outdoors with a packed programme across May and June. 

Tickets: £3 - Pre-booking essential as places are limited. Sorry no dogs allowed.

Gateshead Heritage Walks

Please note: 
All of our walks are aimed at 
adults and finish times are 
approximate only.
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Crime Fiction Reading 
Group
Thursday 5 May, Thursday 9 June, 
Thursday 7 July, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
Gateshead Central Library

Why not join us to discuss new authors 
and titles from Scandi-Noir to police 
procedurals, prize winners and the books 
that you’ve been enjoying?

If you would like to come along, contact: 
heleneddon@gateshead.gov.uk

An Evening with
David Mark
Thursday 5 May, 7pm - 8pm
Blaydon Library

Join us for an evening with bestselling crime 
fiction author David Mark as he talks about 
his writing and his latest novels, Blind Justice 
and Anatomy of a Heretic.

Adults only
£4 - Pre-booking essential

Heworth to the Angel Walk 

Tuesday 16 May, 10.30am  start
Longer walk, due to finish late afternoon
Meet at Heworth Metro Station

This walk uses the 1895 map to explore the 
area of Gateshead between Heworth and 
where the Angel of the North now stands.  
We walk past former wagonways, railways, 
collieries, quarries and a Roman road. There 
are stories of tragedies and love affairs, death 
and disease. The walk is about 6 miles.  There 
are some hills.  As this is a linear walk we will 
return by bus and Metro from the Angel. 
Some hills - please bring suitable footwear. 
As refreshments are not available en route, 
you may wish to bring a packed lunch.

Saltwell Park’s Listed 
Structures Walk  
Sunday 28 May, 10.30am - 12.30pm
Meet at the park gates opposite the 
Little Theatre, NE8 4JS

Join Michael Turner on a stroll through the 
park exploring the twelve Grade ll listed 
structures. From the grandeur of Saltwell 
Towers to the unusual fact behind the South 
African War Memorial, all have a story to tell.

Who Were the Birtley 
Belgians? Walk  
Wednesday 7 June , 10.30am - 12pm 
Meet at Birtley Library 

The Birtley Belgians had their own self-
contained village in Birtley. See the sites 
where there used to be shops, the church, 
hospital and school and the Birtley 
Cemetery. This walk, with members of Birtley 
Heritage Group, will take around 1½ hours. 
Please wear suitable clothing.

Walk Around Whickham 

Sunday 11 June , 2pm - 4.30pm
Meet at the War Memorial, Front Street, 
Whickham 

A gentle stroll along Whickham Front Street 
looking at the history of the village featuring 
Oliver Cromwell, John Wesley, Harry Clasper 
and Lang Jack. The walk is on flat pavements 
but bring stout footwear and waterproofs in 
case of rain.

The Great Fire of Gateshead 
1854 Walk 

Tuesday 13 June , 10.30am - 12pm
Meet at St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 
Oakwellgate, NE8 2AU

Just after midnight on Friday 6 October 1854, 
Tyneside was rocked by a huge explosion 
on the south bank of the Tyne at Hillgate, 
Gateshead. This guided walk explores the 
calamitous events of that day. Starting and 
ending at St. Mary’s Heritage Centre and 
crossing the Swing Bridge, the tour takes 
in several locations associated with the fire 
and lasts 1 hour and 15 minutes. Wheelchair 
accessible (a steep climb near the finish). Led 
by Simon Green of Gateshead Archive. 

Blaydon Burn Discovery Walk 

Friday 23 June , 10.30am - 1pm
Meet outside the Black Bull Pub, 
Blaydon, NE21 4JJ

Join Winlaton Local History Society to find 
out about the industrial past of Blaydon 
Burn, sites of water mills and Joseph Cowen’s 
mines, brickworks and much more. Please 
allow 2-2.5 hours and wear stout shoes or 
boots due to uneven ground and incline. 

A Lamesley Wander 

Sunday 25 June , 2pm - 3pm
Meet and finish outside St Andrew's 
Church, Lamesley, NE11 0EU

Join Anthea Lang and discover the little 
village of Lamesley and learn about some of 
the surprising people buried in St Andrew's 
churchyard. Learn about a butler who went 
to Lapland and what happened when 
cholera came to the area.  We will include an 
inside visit to St Andrew's Church if possible. 
Please wear sensible footwear as we will be 
walking over grass and rough ground.

7



May - August 2023

Anthony Amoako-Attah:
A Journey with the Fabric
Thursday 20 April - Saturday 13 May 
Open for viewing: Wednesday to Saturday, 
12pm - 5pm 
Vane, Orbis Community, 65 High Street, 
Gateshead, NE8 2AP

Anthony Amoako-Attah is an award-winning 
Ghanaian artist currently based in Sunderland 
who manipulates glass to look like woven fabric, 
drawing upon his Akan cultural heritage through 
the use of traditional Ghanaian, abstract symbols 
and fabric patterns and colours, each with 
distinct meanings. The Akan people in Ghana 
and Ivory Coast in West Africa have a traditionally 
matrilineal society, tracing descent and inheriting 
property through the female line and follow 
successive stages of rites of passage from birth, 
through puberty, marriage, childbirth and death. 
Amoako-Attah is interested in using glass as a 
‘western material’, one familiar to the artworld, 
as a new medium with which to express the 
highly developed symbolism of Akan culture 
and spirituality that bind together family and 
community. Suitable for all ages

Free - Just turn up

© Colin Davison

9

Friday 28 April - Saturday 8 July 2023- open during normal library hours
The Gallery, Gateshead Central Library

Other Journeys - Paintings & Drawings
by Kevin Petrie

8

Sign and Rhyme
Tuesday 2 May, 10am - 10.30am & 
11am - 11.30am at Birtley Library
Wednesday 3 May, 9.30am - 10am
at Wrekenton Library
Friday 5 May, 10.30am - 11am
 at Leam Lane Library

We will learn one or two songs to share in 
Rhymetime to support Deaf Awareness Week  
Suitable for families with young children. 

Free - Just turn up

Kevin Petrie’s painting is about capturing moments in time and the symbolism and 
ambiguity of the everyday. He paints from sight, memory, imagination and through the 
‘journey’ of painting. Paintings often start with colours and marks linked to something 
seen - perhaps while walking Pedro the dog. Collage also brings unexpected images and 
feelings. Kevin often recycles paintings and cuts them up to create parts of new images. 
Other ideas come from reading, things people have said or inspiration from other artists. 
The theme of the journey is important because it relates to different aspects of the 
work. The paintings often depict an actual journey like walking through a landscape. 
Sometimes the idea of the journey is more metaphoric and might relate to passage of 
time, the journey of life, a journey through memory, an imaginative journey or moving 
from one phase of life to another. Professor Kevin Petrie is Head of the School of Art and 
Design at University of Sunderland.

Free



Are you retired and looking
for something new to try?
Art Diamonds is a programme of creative activities in Gateshead for people of 
retirement age. You don’t have to be good at art, it’s just about being up for 
having a go! The sessions are friendly and welcoming and a great way to 
meet new people. We run workshops in a wide range of artforms 
including printmaking, painting, drawing, creative writing, sculpture 
and textiles. We also have Art at Home activities for Art Diamonds 
who might not be able to get out to workshop sessions and a 
monthly newsletter (email or post) to showcase creative work that 
has been done by our Art Diamonds and to keep you posted about 
all our upcoming activities. 

Signing up to Art Diamonds is quick and easy!
For further information please contact Colleen Dewing
Tel: 07516 112 382  email: colleendewing@gateshead.gov.uk
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Life in the 30s, 40s & 50s  
Tuesday 2 May, 2pm - 3pm  
Birtley Library 

Andrew Clark brings artefacts of the day and leads you 
on a trip down memory lane. An interactive discussion 
where you are invited to share your own stories. 
Adults only  

£3 - Pay cash at the venue to support Birtley 
Heritage Group. Pre-booking essential

May - August 2023

MakerPlace Workshop:
Laser Engrave a Slate Sign
Wednesday 3 May, 10am - 12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library 

Learn the basics of Inkscape and personalise your 
own slate sign with our laser cutter. For ages 16+ 

£6 - Pre-booking essential

Crowns and Tiaras Storytime 

Wednesday 3 May
9.30am - 10am at Blaydon Library
10.30am - 11am at Leam Lane Library 
Friday 5 May, 10.30am - 11am at Birtley Library
and 2.30pm - 3pm at Pelaw Library

A right royal storytime! This week we are sharing stories 
about kings and queens, dragons and unicorns
and making crowns fit for a king.   
Suitable for families with young children 

Free - Just turn up

11This project is part-funded by the UK government through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund
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Heritage Evening: Cragside
Tuesday 9 May, 7pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Join knowledgeable National Trust Guide Liz 
Finch to learn about Cragside and Sir William 
Armstrong, the man behind this fabulous 
house and estate. Doors open at 6.30pm for 
refreshments. 

£3 - Pre-booking advised
Discounted tickets for St Mary’s Heritage 
Group members available on the door 
only. To book call: 0191 433 4699 or visit:
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com

National Share A Story 
Month: Bookstart 
Storytimes 
Wednesdays (see below)
10.30am - 11am
Gateshead Central Library

Join us for our Bookstart Storytimes to 
celebrate National Share A Story Month. 
Listen to stories and enjoy a fun craft.
3 May: The Duck Who Didn’t Like Water
10 May: Nature Trail
17 May: Zoom Farm Adventure
24 May: Can You Tickle a Tiger?
31 May: The Horse That Jumped
For under 5s

Free - Just turn up

When Sunderland Won
the FA Cup! 

Friday 5 May, 5.15pm - 6.30pm
Birtley Library  

It’s the 50th anniversary of Sunderland 
winning the FA Cup in 1973. Do you have 
memories to share over a cup of Bovril or 
soup? How well do you remember the 
historic day? All welcome 

Free - Just turn up

Coronation Celebration:
Cake, Coffee and Quiz
Wednesday 3 May 
11am - 12pm  
Pelaw Library  

Celebrate the Coronation with a themed 
quiz and refreshments.  
Adults only  

Free - Just turn up.
Donations welcome for refreshments 

Time for a Cuppa! 
Friday 5 May, 10.30am - 12pm, Gateshead Central Library

Join the Friends of Gateshead Central Library to enjoy tea,
coffee, biscuits and chat. Everyone welcome

Free - Just turn up



An Introduction to Find My Past and the 
1921 Census (4 week course)
Tuesdays: 9, 16, 23 and 30 May, 10am - 12pm
Gateshead Central Library

A four-week introductory course to Find My Past and the 1921 
Census.  Discover more about this fascinating new resource. Take 
your own ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ journey.  Adults only

            £12 for course - Pre-booking essential
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Books Fizz - Eurovision 
Celebration!
Thursday 11 May, 7pm - 9.15pm
Gateshead Central Library

Join us for Eurovision trivia, books from 
Eurovision countries, music bingo and 
a quiz or two. Which country will be our 
winner? Refreshments provided.
Adults only

£4 - Pre-booking essential

MakerPlace Workshop:
3D Printing 
Thursday 11 May, 6.30pm - 8.30pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Learn the basics of 3D printing to make a 
personalised keyring.
For ages 16+

£6 - Pre-booking essential

Lockdown Lives 2 Exhibition
Tuesday 9 May - Friday 30 June 2023 
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Every Lockdown Life is unique so how do we 
start to understand others experience? Five 
local artists have worked alongside diverse 
groups of younger and older people across 
Gateshead. Through dance, visual art, ceramics, 
writing and podcasting, together they 
reflected on the impact of Covid 19 on their 
lives and thought about what they would love 
to share with others. Some of our community 
never want to talk about the pandemic again. 
Others have found comfort making and 
talking, discovering their experiences and 
finding others share the same complex range 
of feelings, with every experience unique and 
shaping our lives now. Artists include Bridget 
Hamilton, Sharon Bailey, Lizzie Klotz, Megan 
Randall and Leanne Pearce.

Exhibition open Tuesday to Saturday 
10am - 4pm (excluding Saturday 3 June)

Free

Emerald Explorers: Nature Inspired Creative
Writing with Ellen Phethean 
Wednesday 10 May, 10.30am - 12.30pm
Path Head Water Mill, Summerhill, Blaydon, NE21 4SP

Join writer Ellen Phethean for this creative writing workshop using the beautiful 
surroundings of Path Head Water Mill as inspiration. 
Adults only 

£5/£3 Art Diamonds - Pre-booking essential

May - August 202314
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Friends of
Gateshead
Central Library
The Friends support events and activities 
at Gateshead Central Library. Everyone is 
welcome to join and it’s free! 

Come along and support the library 
by helping out at author events, coffee 
mornings and lots more. You could make 
new friends and enjoy being involved with 
community and cultural activities in your 
local area.

For more information contact 
christinemyhill@gateshead.gov.uk
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Shipley Art Gallery Family Arts 
Festival: Super Saturdays! 

Saturdays (as shown below), Various sessions 
throughout the day:
10.15am - 11.15am; 11.30am - 12.30pm;  
1.15pm -2.15pm; 2.30pm -3.30pm 
Sessions continue on a monthly basis
Shipley Art Gallery

Saturday 13 May: Fabulous Flags
Take inspiration from the decorative arts on display 
and make a paper flag with your own patterns. 
 
Saturday 17 June: Window on the World
Take inspiration from the landscape paintings on 
display and make a window picture with a real or 
imagined view. 

Saturday 15 July: Wonderful Weaving
Create a small woven decoration, using wool and 
lollipop sticks.

For ages 4+ with adult support
£3 per participant/free for non-participants
Pre-booking essential at shipleyartgallery.org.uk 

May - August 2023

Wild & Curious
With Curious Arts and Birkheads Wild
Sunday 14 May, Saturday 1 July, 
Saturday 16 September, 1pm - 4pm
Birkheads Wild, Gateshead, NE16 5EL 

A supported, outdoor workshop at Birkheads Wild 
for LGBTQIA+ young people to meet new friends, 
explore their creativity and be inspired by nature.
Suitable for ages 11 - 15 years.

Pay what you can
Pre-booking essential: curiousarts.org.uk



Get Started with
Family History

Monday 15 May, 10am - 12.30pm
Blaydon Library  

Come along and pick up your beginner’s 
family history pack including a genealogy 
chart to get you started with your family 
tree. Find out how you can save money on 
subscription websites like FindMyPast with 
a Gateshead Library ticket and get helpful 
hints and tips from staff. Please note this 
session is for complete beginners. 
Adults only

Free - Pre-booking essential

Doris Day
Tuesday 16 May, 2pm - 3pm at Gateshead Central Library

A talk by Jim Lynch about the life of Doris Day, the sweetheart 
who entranced the world. Adults only

Free - Pre-booking essential
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Memories Of My Childhood
Tuesday 16 May, 10.30am - 11.30am 
Crawcrook Library

Improve your mind, health and wellbeing 
and take a trip down memory lane with us 
over refreshments. Adults only

Free - Just turn up
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Royals, Revolutionaries
and Reformers
Wednesday 17 May, 2pm - 3pm 
Gateshead Central Library 

Learn about some of the most interesting 
visitors to Newcastle and Gateshead and 
what they did when they were here. From 
Robert Curthose to Martin Luther King, this 
talk by Anthea Lang, local historian, spans the 
centuries. Adults only

£3 - Pre-booking essential

19May - August 2023

Emerald Explorers: 
Observational Drawing
with Louise Bradley 
Thursday 18 May, 10.30am - 1pm
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central Library

Progress through different drawing exercises led by 
artist Louise Bradley. Experiment with mark-making, 
scale and drawing techniques to investigate objects 
and produce detailed drawings in different media.  
All materials will be provided. Participants are invited 
to bring in organic objects to investigate and draw 
eg. plants, bulbs, flowers, fruit, vegetables.   Suitable 
for age 16+, with some drawing experience. 

£10 / £5 Art Diamonds
Pre-booking essential

Coronation Crafternoon 
Tea:  Mini Wreaths
Monday 15 May,  2pm - 3.30pm 
Leam Lane Library  

Join us for a very special Crafternoon as 
we raise a cup of tea and a cupcake to the 
new King!  Adults only. 

£2 - Pay cash at venue
Pre-booking essential



Poetry Through The Park 
Friday 19 May
10.30am - 12pm
Meet at the Saltwell Park gates 
opposite the Little Theatre, NE8 4JS

Join our Reading Ramblers for a stroll 
through the park. We’ll have stops along 
the way to share poems and then walk 
back to the library with us for refreshments 
and more poetry.  Adults only. 

Free - Pre-booking essential  

May - August 2023

Lockdown Lives
Photo Collage Workshop
with Sharon Bailey

Friday 19 May, 10.30am -1pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre 

Join artist Sharon Bailey to make a large 
collage using pictures and words that shares 
our experiences of being in lockdown.  Using 
creative techniques, we'll tell the stories of our 
lives during this time and how we sustained 
ourselves through those challenging months. 
Did you spend more time walking outdoors, 
growing vegetables or reading? What filled your 
day when you couldn’t meet with family and 
friends? Beginners welcome and all materials will 
be provided. 
This workshop supports the Lockdown Lives 2 
Exhibition at St Mary’s Heritage Centre, showing 
work by young people and older residents in 
Gateshead working with artists from the region.
For age 16+

£3 - Pre booking essential
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Gateshead Central
Library Gift Shop
Visit the Central Library gift shop for 
beautiful gifts and cards to celebrate 
a special day or simply treat yourself. 

We also have a great range of
local history books too!

#Angel Views: Celebrating the 
Angel of the North’s 25th Birthday
Deadline for entries is Monday 5 June.

On 15 February, it was the 25th anniversary of the Angel 
of the North. The sculpture by Antony Gormley is now 
a well-loved part of the Gateshead landscape, visited 
by thousands every year and is an iconic image for the 
North East region. We’ve been working with local schools 
and communities since the start of the year to mark the 
occasion with a programme of arts activities inspired by 
the landmark. We’d also love to see your favourite photo 
of the Angel of the North over the last 25 years. As well 
as images taken at the Angel site, we’re looking for those 
unusual Angel Views from further afield, is your Angel 
View from Eighton Banks or Kibblesworth, Birtley or 
Harlow Green? If you’re happy to share your photos with 
us, please share on our Gateshead Alive Facebook page 
or Instagram using #AngelViews25

Three images will be chosen to win a selection of 
Angel of the North goodies from Gateshead Central 
Library’s Shop.



Coffee, Cakes & Catch-up
Saturday 20 May, 10am - 12pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Come along to our stunning historic building 
and relax with a choice of tea or coffee 
and delicious homemade cakes baked by 
volunteers from St Mary’s Heritage Group.

Free - Just turn up. Donations for 
refreshments welcome
General enquiries: 0191 433 4699 or 
heritage@gateshead.gov.uk
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Headstones & Heritage: 
Tour of St Mary's
Saturday 20 May, 10.30am
St Mary's Heritage Centre

Discover the hidden glory of St Mary’s both 
inside and out in this 90-minute tour. Once 
Gateshead’s ‘mother church’ this is the oldest 
building on the quayside. Come and find out 
more with our knowledgeable guides.

£3 - Pre-booking advised
Book online at gatesheadlibraries.
eventbrite.com or call 0191 433 4699

National Bee Day: Bee Mobiles 
Saturday 20 May, 10.30am - 12pm 
Birtley, Blaydon, Chopwell, Crawcrook, Leam 
Lane, Pelaw and Gateshead Central Libraries

Buzz along today and personalise a friendly bee 
mobile to hang in your garden or home for the 
summer.  Suitable for families  

                                     £2 - Pre-booking essential

Emerald Explorers
The Late Shows:
Flower Power!
Saturday 20 May, 6pm - 10pm
Gateshead Central Library

The Late Shows is Newcastle and Gateshead’s 
evening culture crawl, an opportunity to stay up 
late and visit as many venues as you can, getting 
crafty and trying something new along the way.

Gateshead Central Library will be blooming 
with our Flower Power theme! We’ll have artists 
on hand throughout the evening to provide 
inspiration on all things floral. Join artist Pui Lee in 
a colourful and creative drop-in workshop where 
you can make your very own funky flower brooch 
or corsage to wear on the night. 

Be inspired by 60s fashions and take part in 
craft activities using imagery from the archive 
collections.  This year’s Late Shows is part of 
Gateshead Libraries, Arts & Heritage Emerald 
Explorers programme, featuring nature themed 

activities, creative workshops, talks and walks 
for all ages. 

Plan your evening and visit other Gateshead 
venues along the way including the Shipley 
Art Gallery next door, Bensham Grove and 
Orbis Community in the town centre. 

Free - For further details please visit: 
www.thelateshows.org.uk

May - August 2023
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Women of Birtley

Thursday 25 May , 7pm - 8.30pm 
Pelaw Library 

Birtley Heritage Group has discovered 
through their research that there are some 
notable women from the town that have 
risen to a challenge.  Adults only  

£4 - Cash payment at venue to support 
Felling Local History Society

Just turn up 

Readers at Home

Cottagecore Paint and 
Sip Session
Thursday 25 May,
4.30pm - 5.30pm
Gateshead Central Library

Join us to sip some juice and paint a 
cottagecore inspired image! 
For ages 11 - 17 years.

£2 - Pre-booking essential 

Bring your local library to your door! Simply sign-up and our friendly team 
will make recommendations based on your preferences from our extensive 
range of books, large print, or audio books. Sit back, relax, and each month 
we’ll deliver your selections directly to your home completely free of charge. 
We even deliver to sheltered accommodation and residential care facilities.

For more information and to sign up please call 0191 433 6415 or visit:
www.gateshead.gov.uk/readersathome

Becoming Resilient
Workshop with Sarah Raad 
for Gateshead Artists and 
Creative Practitioners  
Monday 22 May, 1pm - 4pm 
Gateshead Central Library

In today’s world, being able to navigate setbacks and 
overcome difficulties has never been more important. 
Very often the difference between success and failure 
is what is going on in our heads and the way that 
drives our behaviours and actions.

In this informative and accessible workshop, business 
and mindset coach Sarah Raad will take you through 
her four pillars of resilience and encourage you to 
focus on ways that you can build your own resilience 
and head towards success..

This workshop is strictly for artists and creative 
practitioners who live or work in Gateshead. 
£5 - Pre-booking essential
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Shipley Art Gallery Family 
Arts Festival: Floral Wreath 
and Flower Collage
Tuesday 30 May, 10.15am - 11.30am;
12pm - 1.15pm; 2pm - 3.15pm 
Shipley Art Gallery 

Celebrate summer and create some beautiful 
floral artwork. Take inspiration from the floral still 
life paintings on display and make something 
fabulous to take home. In this workshop you'll 
make a floral wreath and a flower picture, using 
folded paper and card.
Suitable for ages 4+

£3 - Pre-booking essential at 
shipleyartgallery.org.uk

Whatever the Weather: 
Craft Session 
Tuesday 30 May, 10am - 2pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Bring a little sunshine into your home 
with this weather craft and, as it’s spring, 
we probably should have a brolly too!  
Colouring in available for the little ones.  
Refreshments available to buy. Ideal for 
under 8s but all the family welcome.

£2 per person crafting
Just turn up and pay on the door
General enquiries: 0191 433 4699 or 
heritage@gateshead.gov.uk

Crazy Clay Animals
Tuesday 30 May, 2pm - 3pm
Gateshead Central Library

Get creative and use your skills to make 
some amazing crazy creatures at this clay 
modelling session. For ages 7 - 11 years. 

£2 - Pre-booking essential

Scribblebots
Tuesday 30 May, 10.30am - 11.30am
Blaydon Library

Create some crazy bots with circuits and motors and watch them draw some unique patterns to 
take home. For ages 8+. Pre-booking essential.

£3 to take part in the session or £5 to take part in the session and take your Scribblebot home
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MakerPlace Families: Bring 
a Story to Life with Code    
Wednesday 31 May , 10.30am - 11.30am
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Use your drawing skills, code and our Makey 
Makeys to bring your favourite book to life in this 
family friendly activity.
Suitable for ages 7+

£2 - Pre-booking essential
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You Are My Sunshine! 
Graveyard Trail 

Tuesday 30 May - Friday 2 June, 10am - 4pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

The sun is guaranteed to shine in our graveyard 
as we have hidden eight sun themed pictures 
in there. Can you spot them all to claim a treat?  
Pick up an activity sheet and start the hunt.
Ideal for under 8s.

Free - Just turn up
General enquiries: 0191 433 4699 or 

heritage@gateshead.gov.uk



Stamps and Ink Pads  
Wednesday 31 May, 10.30am - 
12pm at Pelaw Library  
Thursday 1 June, 10.30am - 12pm 
at Leam Lane Library  

Create your own pictures or cards 
using a mix of stamps and ink.  
Suitable for families  

£1 - Pay cash at venue. 
Pre-booking essential
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Hey Duggee Storytime  
Wednesday 31 May, 9.30am - 10am
at Blaydon Library and 10.30am - 11am
at Leam Lane Library  
Friday 2 June, 10.30am - 11am at Birtley 
Library and 2.30pm - 3pm at Pelaw Library 

Be part of the squirrel club and collect your 
library badge, share some big dog stories and 
create a Duggee craft. Suitable for families with 
young children. 

Free - Just turn up

Underwater Adventures
Wednesday 31 May
2pm - 3pm
Gateshead Central Library

We’re celebrating World Oceans Day (8th June)
with stories of the sea and ocean creature
crafts and activities. For ages 5 - 9 years

Free - Pre-booking essential
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A Beginner's Guide
to Inkscape 

Tuesday 6, 13, 20 and 27 June
10am - 12pm

MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

A four-week introductory course to Inkscape 
open-source design programme. Discover 
more about creating designs using shapes, 
text and images. How to use tools to modify 
and personalise designs and prepare them for 
use on our MakerPlace machines such as our 
laser cutter. For ages 16+

£15 for course - Pre-booking essential
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MakerPlace 
Families: Unplugged 
Code with Lego

Saturday 3 June
10.30am - 11.30am
MakerPlace, Gateshead 
Central Library

Learn the basics of coding 
without using a computer!  Fun 
challenges and activities with 
Lego that bring code to life. For 
ages 8+

£2 - Pre-booking essential

Paper Planes and Origami 
Rockets  
Saturday 3 June , 10.30am - 11.30am  
Birtley Library  

Design your planes and rockets and launch them 
into space through the wind tunnel. 
Suitable for young families.

£1 - Pay cash at venue. Pre-booking essential  

Meet the Author   
Thursday 1 June, 10am - 11am at Birtley Library

Under the pen name of Hettie Aston, local author Sheila Crook has written a 
trilogy of historical novels based in the North East in the 1930s. Adults only. 

Free - Pre booking essential 
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MakerPlace Workshop: 
Sublimation for Cricut 
Beginners
Thursday 8 June, 6.30pm - 8.30pm
MakerPlace, 
Gateshead Central Library

Find out more about how you can use 
the sublimation process to enhance 
your Cricut projects and personalise a 
t-shirt. For ages 16+

£7 - Pre-booking essential
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Heritage Evening: 
Musical Entertainment 
with Bottle Bank Band
Tuesday 6 June, 7pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

The astonishing combination of Sophy 
Ball, Stewart Hardy, David Jones and 
Chloe Jones creates a musical experience 
which is not to be missed. They are 
all fine fiddlers with back catalogues 
of recordings and individual acclaim. 
As the Bottle Bank Band they bring a 
dazzling array of tunes with beautifully 
crafted harmonies. The intimate setting 
of St Mary’s Heritage Centre is a perfect 
venue to enjoy their musicality as they 
perform one of their rare appearances 
in the region.  Doors open at 6.30pm for 
refreshments.

£5 - Pre-booking essential 
Book online at:
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com
or call 0191 433 4699

Hi Vis Fortnight  
Tuesday 1st to 

Wednesday 14th June 

Libraries can help support 
people with vision or print 
impairments to access 
reading in formats that suit 
you best - large print, audio, 
e-book and e-audiobook. Ask 
staff for more information or 
call in at one of our pop up 
Borrowbox demonstrations:

Tues 6 June, 10am-12pm
at Blaydon Library

Wed 14 June, 10am-12pm
at Gateshead Central Library

Thur 15 June, 10am-12pm
at Leam Lane Library

Free - Just turn up 

Scan here 
to learn 

more
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Mrs Rainbow Storytime    
Friday 9 June, 2.30pm - 3pm 
at Pelaw Library 
Wednesday 14 June, 10.30am - 11am 
at Leam Lane Library  
Friday 30 June, 10.30am - 11am 
at Birtley Library  

Mrs Rainbow lives a happy and colourful life. 
We’ll share the story and have some rainbow 
crafts for you to do. Suitable for families.
 
Free - Just turn up  

Empathy Day Storytime
Wednesday 7 June
10.30am - 11am
Gateshead Central Library

Empathy Day is on Thursday 8 June. 
Join us at our regular story time as we 
read books to help us understand how 
others may feel.
Suitable for under 5s

Free - Just turn up
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From the Cradle
to the Grave
Saturday 10 June, 10.30am - 12.30pm
Gateshead Archive, Gateshead Central 
Library

Come and get hands on with the family 
history resources at Gateshead Archive. Find 
out what records we hold to get you started 
on your family research. Look at our historic 
maps, newspapers and trade directories. For 
beginners and those interested in finding 
out more about Gateshead Archive.
Adults only

Free - Pre-booking essential

Crafternoon: Get Knotted 
with Macramé  
Monday 12 June , 2pm - 3.30pm 
Leam Lane Library  

Popular in the 1970s, macramé is back. 
Come along to try your hand and create a 
macramé feather.  Adults only. 

£2 - cash at venue. Pre-booking essential 
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Emerald Explorers:
Mindful Grasses 
Embroidery Workshop
with Deb Cooper   
Saturday 10 June
10.30am - 1.30pm 
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Textile artist Deb Cooper uses nature as 
inspiration for her beautiful textile panels, 
large and small, incorporating leaves and 
petals in her work using a neutral colour 
palette. In this mindful textile workshop, 
Deb will guide you through a range of 
embroidery stitches to create marks 
representing beautiful grasses.
       For ages 16+

£10 / £5 Art Diamonds
Pre-booking essential

Emerald Explorers: 
Painting with Kath Rodger  
Friday 16 June , 11am - 3pm (with lunch break)
Gibside, Rowlands Gill, NE16 6BG

In this workshop we will be producing a study of the Orangery 
at Gibside with the meadow in the foreground. Participants 
will meet at reception then head to the Long Walk to meet 
Kath and take photos. The group will then walk up to Kath’s 
studio in the Stables where we'll be painting using acrylics on 
pre-prepared card, working from the photographs and with 
step-by-step demonstrations by Kath. All materials will be 
provided. Participants are advised to bring a packed lunch and 
wear suitable footwear for uneven areas.  Entry to Gibside is 
free for workshop participants. Suitable for ages 16+

£15 / £10 Art Diamonds - Pre-booking essential

Get Started with Family History 
Tuesday 13 June , 10am - 12.30pm at Crawcrook Library  

Come along and pick up your beginner’s family history pack including a 
genealogy chart to get you started with your family tree. Find out how you can 
save money on subscription websites like FindMyPast with a Gateshead Library ticket and get 
helpful hints and tips from staff. Please note this session is for complete beginners.  Adults only.

Free - Pre-booking essential
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Coffee, Cakes & Catch-up 
Saturday 17 June, 10am - 12pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Visit our stunning historic building and relax 
with a choice of tea or coffee and delicious 
homemade cakes baked by volunteers 
from St Mary’s Heritage Group. 

Free
Donations for refreshments welcome
General enquiries: 0191 433 4699 or 
heritage@gateshead.gov.uk
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Opening hours 
at your local 
library*
Gateshead Central Library

Monday and Thursday  9am-7pm

Tuesday, Wednesday

and Friday  9am-5pm

Saturday  9am-1pm

Blaydon, Birtley and Leam Lane

Monday and Thursday   9am-7pm

Tuesday, Wednesday

and Friday  9am-5pm

Saturday  9am-1pm

Chopwell Library

Monday, Tuesday

and Thursday 9am-5pm

Saturday  9am-1pm

Crawcrook and Pelaw Libraries

Monday, Tuesday and Friday  9am-5pm

Wednesday 9am-1pm

Thursday  9am-7pm

Saturday  9am-1pm

* Correct at time of printing.  Venue details 
and contact numbers on page 4.

Headstones & Heritage: 
Tour of St Mary’s 

Saturday 17 June, 10.30am
St Mary's Heritage Centre 

Discover the hidden glory of St Mary’s both 
inside and outside in this 90-minute tour. Once 
Gateshead’s ‘mother church’ this is the oldest 
building on the quayside. But how much do you 
really know about it? Come and find out with our 
knowledgeable guides.

£3 - Pre-booking advised. To book visit:
www.gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com
or call 0191 433 4699

Keeping up with the Kids: Beginner Coding for Adults 
Saturday 17 June, 10.30am - 12pm at MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Want to know more about coding and what the kids are learning at school? Try some easy 
coding projects using code blocks and microbits. Adults only

£2 - Pre-booking essential

Emerald Explorers: 
Clay Pinch Pots and 
Medallions
Saturday 17 June , 10.30am - 12pm 
Blaydon Library

Working with air dried clay, artist Jyl 
Friggens will guide you to create pinch 
pots and nature medallions. Materials 
supplied and your creations can be taken 
away. For children 4+ with a grown-up.

£3 per child (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential
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Clay Heart Decorations 
Monday 19 June , 10.30am - 12pm
Birtley Library   

Join library staff to make debossed heart 
decorations using air drying clay which, after 
drying at home, can be hung individually, 
strung together to make a garland or even 
turned into a fridge magnet. Decorate them 
using materials provided and anything you 
care to bring along. Adults only  

£4.50 - Pre-booking essential
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Cryptology with Chris Folwell
Tuesday 20 June, 10.30am - 1pm at Gateshead Central Library

Get your creative juices flowing by cracking codes, making ciphers and 
translating ancient languages. Gateshead-based artist Christopher Folwell 
likes to include puzzles and hidden messages in his print work and has 
drawn inspiration from ancient pottery fragments in his ceramics practice. 
In this workshop with Chris, you will use morse code, make your own cipher 
wheel, read and write in cuneiform on clay, using interesting historical 
examples. For ages 16+

£10 / £5 Art Diamonds - Pre-booking essential
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Emerald Explorers: Creative Freelancers Wellbeing Walk
Wednesday 21 June, 6pm-8.30pm. Meet at the Angel of the North

If you’re an artist or creative freelancer, why not join our wellbeing walks? They’re an opportunity to 
connect with others, take time out away from screens and enjoy nature. There’ll be a different artist at 
each session who will provide creative activities and inspiration along the way. These walks form part 
of a programme of events supporting cultural freelancers in Gateshead in partnership with Dingy 
Butterflies and North-East Cultural Freelancers. Please wear clothes suitable for the weather on the 
day and shoes or boots for walking.

£3 - Pre-booking essential
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MakerPlace Workshop: 
Slate Coaster

Thursday 22 June, 6.30pm - 8.30pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Learn the basics of Inkscape to design a 
personalised slate drinks coaster, using 
images and text to be engraved on a laser 
cutter. For ages 16+

£6 - Pre-booking essential

It’s Paddington Bear’s 
65th Birthday 
Saturday 24 June, 10.30am - 12pm
Birtley Library, Leam Lane Library 
and Pelaw Library 

Paddington has two birthdays each year 
and today we will celebrate a special one 
with some Paddington themed crafts. 
Suitable for families  

£1 - Pay cash at venue. Just turn up  

Celebrate World
Wellbeing Week
Friday 30 June, 10.30am - 12pm 
Gateshead Central Library

Join the Friends of Gateshead Central Library 
to enjoy tea, coffee, biscuits and chat.
Everyone welcome  

Free - Just turn up

Festival Windmills  
Thursday 29 June, 5pm - 6.30pm
Birtley Library  

Create colourful paper windmills to use 
at your summer festivals or for rainbow 
inspired decoration.  For ages 11 - 16 years.

£1 - Pre-booking essential 

Seedling Explorers 
Family Creative 
Gardening with Vicky 
Spong

Saturday 24 June, 10.30am - 12pm 
Library Garden, Gateshead Central Library

This is the third workshop in our Seedling 
Explorers programme. How is your indoor 
garden growing? Bring your indoor garden to 
show how you're getting on and see what you 
might want to add. We'll also grow more herbs 
and salad crops. For ages 6+ with a grown-up.

£3 per child (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential

Summer Book Tok Ornaments 
Thursday 22 June, 4.30pm - 5.30pm at Gateshead Central Library

Pick some of your favourite books and make a fun ornament filled with books! For ages 11-17 years

£2 - Pre booking essential  
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Book Bingo
and Biscuits 
Wednesday 28 June  
10.30am - 12pm at Pelaw Library  

A coffee morning with a twist! Today we 
are playing book bingo - match the book 
covers, classics and modern for a full 
house. Adults only  

Free - Just turn up
Donations for refreshments 
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Emerald Explorers: 
Creative Wellbeing Day   
Friday 30 June,
10am - 12pm - Light Up Your Life 
with Sarah Raad 
12.30pm - 3pm - Creative Journalling
with Jessica Kinnersley 
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central Library 

Spend a creative day focusing on your own 
wellbeing with coach and mentor Sarah Raad 
and artist Jessica Kinnersley. Sarah will guide 
you through positive tips to Light Up Your Life, 
dealing with all those little things holding you 
back. Jessica will have a range of art materials 
available for you to explore the process of 
creative journalling, using collage, old books 
and providing lots of inspiration. Adults only. 

£10 / £5 Art Diamonds for each workshop 
Pre-booking essential 

40

Emerald Explorers: 
Wizarding Wand 
Workshop
Saturday 1 July, 10.30am - 12pm
Birtley Library

Bring along any lovely sticks you have 
collected and join artist Josie Brookes to 
whittle, shape and transform them into your 
very own wizarding wands. The best sticks 
to bring are those which are fresh and not 
dried out. Soft wood like hazel, willow, silver 
birch and sycamore work well for whittling.
Suitable for 8 - 12 years with a grown-up.

£3 per child (free adult place)
Pre-booking essential

The Horsekeeper’s Daughter 
Tuesday 4 July, 2pm - 3pm 
Birtley Library  

Jane Guilliford Lowes presents a true story of a 19th 
century woman’s journey from the mining villages 
of County Durham to the Queensland rainforest in 
Australia.  Adults only.  

£3 - Pay cash at the venue to support Birtley 
Heritage Group. Pre-booking essential. 

Vinted for Beginners 
Monday 3 July, 10.30am - 11.30am
Leam Lane Library  

A beginner’s guide to Vinted. Find out how 
to make money from your unloved items 
or source pre-loved treasures. All resources 
provided. Adults only.

Free - Pre-booking essential 
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MakerPlace Workshop:
3D Printing
Thursday 6 July
6.30pm - 8.30pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Learn the basics of 3D printing to make a 
personalised keyring.
For ages 16+
 
£6 - Pre-booking essential

Karen Carpenter
Friday 7 July
2pm - 3pm
Gateshead Central Library

A talk by Jim Lynch about the lead vocalist 
and superstar drummer Karen Carpenter.
Adults only
 
Free - Pre-booking essential

May - August 2023
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Beginner Computer
Skills Workshop
Get in touch to find out more about 
our beginner computer skills sessions.  

digitalteamlibs@gateshead.gov.uk 
or telephone and leave a message 
for us on 0191 433 8422

Emerald Explorers:
Water Drawing Family Workshop
Saturday 8 July, 10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Path Head Water Mill, Summerhill, Blaydon, NE21 4SP

Bring your sunglasses and make art outside at Path Head 
Water Mill with artist Elizabeth Kane. Try creative challenges, 
taking inspiration from summer rainbows, rivers, ponds and 
water wheels. All materials provided. Suitable for ages 5 to 11 
years with a grown-up.
 
£3 per child (Free adult place) - Pre-booking essential

Crafternoon: Paper Plants  
Monday 10 July , 2pm - 3.30pm at Leam Lane Library  

Who needs green fingers when you can create plants from paper?
Adults only 

£2 - Pay cash at venue. Pre-booking essential
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Sixties Gateshead 
Remembered!
Tuesday 11 July, 10.30am - 12pm
Gateshead Central Library

Join us for a cuppa and a chat as we remember 
Gateshead as it was in the 1960s, sharing images 
and objects from our Gateshead Archive. We’ll 
also be playing a game of music bingo - listen 
to the introductions to 60s hits and name that 
tune to win a prize! Refreshments provided. 
Adults only.

£1 - Pay cash at venue
Pre-booking essential

Emerald Explorers: Chinese 
Summer Landscape Painting 
Saturday 15 July, 10am - 12.30pm
Blaydon Library 

Join popular artist Chun-Chao Chiu for this painting 
workshop where he will teach the Chinese style of 
painting landscapes using traditional materials with 
summertime as the theme.  For ages 14+ 

£10 - Pre-booking essential 

MakerPlace Workshop: Laser Cutting
Saturday 15 July, 10am - 12pm at MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library 

Learn the basics of Inkscape and how to use those skills to personsalise an 
engraved, lasercut keyring.  For ages 16+ 

£6 - Pre-booking essential
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GemArts Masala Festival: 
Concertina Books in Boxes 

Wednesday 19 July, 11am - 1pm
Wailes Room, Gateshead Central Library

Michelle Wood is an artist specialising in 
printmaking. Taking inspiration from South 
Asian arts, culture, animals and nature create 
your own colourful concertina book in a box 
using collage and hand-cut rubber stamps. 
Adults only

£5 - Pre-booking essential

 © Anna Miller

Emerald Explorers 
at Masala Festival  2023
GemArts award winning Masala Festival 
is a week long festival celebrating a mix 
and blend of the finest South Asian Arts 
and Culture, packed full of performances, 
exhibitions, events, workshops, pop ups 
and demonstrations, presented in venues, 
places and spaces across the North East. 

GemArts is teaming up with Gateshead 
Emerald Explorers and Gateshead Arts 
Team to engage people of retirement age 
in creative workshops at Gateshead Central 
Library to celebrate Masala Festival 2023. 

GemArts Masala Festival: 
Mystical Tote Bag Printing
Monday 17 July, 11am - 1pm
Wailes Room, Gateshead Central Library 

Mani Kambo is a moving image and print 
artist and is influenced by everyday rituals 
and precautionary actions taken from 
superstitions. Join Mani to create repeat 
patterns, motifs and symbols to decorate 
your own printed tote bag. Inspired by South 
Asian superstitions, myths and storytelling. 
Adults only.

£5 - Pre-booking essential

Monday 17 - Sunday 23 July
A mix and blend of the finest South Asian Arts
and Culture. The North East’s award-winning
festival returns this summer with a fantastic
programme of events across the North East. 

For further details on the rest of the Masala Festival programme 
please visit: www.gemarts.org/whatson 

Workshops presented by GemArts in partnership with Gateshead Arts Team 
as part of the Emerald Explorers Programme.
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Mocktails and Murder    
Thursday 20 July
5.30pm - 7.30pm
Birtley Library   

Create the perfect recipe for Mocktails and 
Murder! Enjoy a fruity punch and listen to 
some thrilling reads. Adults only.   

£4 - Pre-booking essential 
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Block Print Workshop  
Thursday 20 July , 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Gateshead Central Library

Make your own block printed images! Create 
your own images or please bring along any 
images you would like to work from.
For ages 11 - 17 years

£2 - Pre booking essential  

MakerPlace Workshop: 
Design & Make with Cricut  
Thursday 20 July, 6.30pm - 8.30pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Learn the basics of Cricut Design Space and 
how to use those skills to decorate a t-shirt with 
heat transfer vinyl. For ages 16+

£6 - Pre-booking essential
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Saturday 22 July - Saturday 7 October 2023 (during normal library open hours) 
The Gallery, Gateshead Central Library 

A Common Thread: A Retrospective 
Exhibition by Clare Satow 

Clare Satow arrived in Bill Quay, Gateshead in 1979 and settled there in 1981, bringing 
up two boys and working in community arts and education across the region for over 
30 years. Clare’s work also includes her independent design and production of furnishing 
fabrics. Her work has always represented and championed local areas and the people 
that make them, be it in new generations of children, former industrial communities, 
religious groups or members of the disabled community. Through the act of shared 
artistic expression, Clare’s work encourages local residents to process and express the 
world around them, cultivating a strong sense of local identity, helping contributors to 
realise their own stake in the place they call home.  This exhibition is a retrospective, 
sharing and celebrating some of the wonderful work Clare Satow has created over the last 
three decades as a respected and inspiring member of the Gateshead artist community.

Free

Emerald Explorers: Bugs & 
Beasties Collage Workshop
Tuesday 25 July
10am - 12pm and 1pm - 3pm
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central Library

Make some mythical bugs and beasties using collage 
techniques with artist Paul Merrick to create a large-scale 
imaginative magical world. All materials provided.
Suitable for ages 6 - 11 years with a grown-up. 

£3 per child (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential.
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Games Playdates  

Tuesday 25 July
10am - 12pm at Leam Lane Library
Monday 31 July
10am - 12pm at Birtley Library
Thursday 10 August
10am - 12pm at Pelaw Library

A morning of favourite board games and 
giant games - time to get competitive or 
just play for fun!

Free - Just turn up

Super Summer Coders  

Tuesday 25 July
10.30am - 11.30am at Crawcrook 
Library
2pm - 3pm at Blaydon Library

Have fun coding this summer. Suitable for 
beginner coders. For ages 7+

Free - Pre-booking essential

Summer Storytime  

Wednesdays, 10.30am - 11am
Gateshead Central Library

Join our themed storytimes and crafts!
26 July: Butterflies and Bugs
2 August: Sharks and Shells
9 August: Jungle Fun
16 August: Foxes and Their Friends
23 August: Fishy Tales
30 August: Seaside Stories
Suitable for under 5s and their families.

Free - Just turn up

Personalised Wooden Bunting  

Thursday 27 July, 10am - 11.30am
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Personalise some wooden bunting with 
vinyl designs and slogans using Cricut 
digital cutters. For ages 12+

£5 - Pre-booking essential

Summer Holiday Activities
Shipley Art Gallery Family Arts 
Festival: Summer Holidays    
Every Tuesday and Thursday throughout  the school 
summer holidays. Sessions between:
10.15am - 11.30am; 12pm - 1.15pm; 2pm - 3.15pm
Shipley Art Gallery   

Come and make something inspired by the artworks 
on display. Try your hand at a wide range of artforms 
including drawing, painting, collage, sculpture, glass and 
ceramics. Each session has a different theme (see website 
for details of each date) and is led by a friendly artist. 
There's plenty to inspire you and lots of opportunity to 
use your own creativity and ideas. Enjoy some creative 
family time together this summer and make something 
to take home each time. 
Recommended ages 4+   

£3 per participant - Pre-booking essential at:
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk
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Borrow free eBooks, 
eMagazines, and 
eAudiobooks
using the app.
Download it today!
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Crime Fiction Reading 
Group
Thursday 5 May, Thursday 9 June, 
Thursday 7 July, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
Gateshead Central Library

Why not join us to discuss new authors 
and titles from Scandi-Noir to police 
procedurals, prize winners and the books 
that you’ve been enjoying?

If you would like to come along, contact: 
heleneddon@gateshead.gov.uk

An Evening with
David Mark
Thursday 5 May, 7pm - 8pm
Blaydon Library

Join us for an evening with bestselling crime 
fiction author David Mark as he talks about 
his writing and his latest novels, Blind Justice 
and Anatomy of a Heretic.

Adults only
£4 - Pre-booking essential

Pokemon Kaleidoscopes   

Thursday 27 July , 10.30am - 11.30am  
Birtley Library 

Create your own never-ending kaleidoscope 
and watch your favourite characters evolve.  
For ages 6+  

£1 - Pay cash at the venue
Pre-booking essential

Hello Summer!   

Thursday 27 July, 10.30am - 11.30am
Chopwell Library

Summer crafts for everyone.
Suitable for families

Free - Pre-booking essential

Angel 25: Angel Photo 
Montage Workshop 

Friday 28 July, 1pm - 3pm
Wailes Room, Gateshead Central Library

Using photographs taken by visual artist 
Tommy Anderson to create his artwork 
‘Angel Over Heed’, as well as other 
photographs from around Gateshead, you 
will be shown how to create your own 
stunning photomontage composition to 
take home. Photographs for you to choose 
from will include images of architecture, 
landmarks, monuments, signage, public art 
and other interesting structures/objects of 
local significance. Tommy has been creating 
photomontage artworks celebrating the 
North East for over 15 years and continues to 
develop a body of work exploring the visual 
landscape and living narrative of North East 
communities. All equipment and materials 
will be provided. For ages 14+ 

£5 - Pre-booking essential

The Tiger Who Came to Tea 
Storytime 

Friday 28 July  
10.30am - 11.30am at Birtley Library
2.30pm - 3pm at Pelaw Library  

We’ll be reading The Tiger Who Came to Tea 
story and have tiger crafts for International 
Tiger Day.  Suitable for under 5s 

Free - Pre-booking essential

Seedling Explorers: Family 
Creative Gardening 

Saturday 29 July
10.30am - 12pm 
Gateshead Central Library Garden

In the last of our Seedling Explorers seasonal 
workshops, garden expert Vicki Spong will 
help you sow more seeds for veg to grow at 
home in late summer and into autumn.  
For ages 6+ with an adult. 

£3 per child (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential

Fabulous Tie Dye  

Monday 31 July, 10.30am - 11.30am
Blaydon Library

Why not give tie dye a try? Combine colour 
combinations and customise your own 
t-shirt. For ages 8+

£4 - Pre-booking essential

Super Summer Coders 

Tuesday 1 August
10.30am - 11.30am at Leam Lane Library
2pm - 3pm at Pelaw Library 
Thursday 3 August
10.30am - 11.30am at Chopwell Library
Thursday 17 August
10.30am - 11.30am at MakerPlace, 
Gateshead Central Library

Have fun coding this summer.  Suitable for 
beginner coders
For ages 7+

Free - Pre-booking essential 
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Crime Fiction Reading 
Group
Thursday 5 May, Thursday 9 June, 
Thursday 7 July, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
Gateshead Central Library

Why not join us to discuss new authors 
and titles from Scandi-Noir to police 
procedurals, prize winners and the books 
that you’ve been enjoying?

If you would like to come along, contact: 
heleneddon@gateshead.gov.uk

An Evening with
David Mark
Thursday 5 May, 7pm - 8pm
Blaydon Library

Join us for an evening with bestselling crime 
fiction author David Mark as he talks about 
his writing and his latest novels, Blind Justice 
and Anatomy of a Heretic.

Adults only
£4 - Pre-booking essential

Get Creative! Summer Art Club  

Tuesday 1 August - Vincent Van Gogh 
with Elizabeth Kane
Tuesday 8 August - Andy Warhol with 
Tommy Anderson
Tuesday 22 August - Frida Kahlo with 
Bethan Laker
10am - 12.30pm
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central 
Library 

If you love art and learning new skills and 
techniques, join us for our new summer Art 
Club on three Tuesday mornings in August. 
There’ll be a different artist leading each 
session and they’ll be taking inspiration from 
three famous artists.
For ages 10-15 years (a parent or carer 
will need to complete a consent form in 
advance of the session)  

£5 per workshop
Pre-booking essential 

Making in Minecraft: Laser 
Cutting Minecraft Blocks

Wednesday 2 August
10.30am - 12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Learn the basics of Inkscape to engrave a 
personalised Minecraft block which can 
be lit up with a green tealight (provided). 
Participants must be able to click and drag 
using a mouse. For ages 8+ 

£6 - Pre-booking essential

Animal Antics 

Thursday 3 August, 2pm - 3pm
 at Leam Lane Library
Wednesday 9 August, 11am - 12pm 
at Blaydon Library
Wednesday 23 August, 2pm - 3pm 
at Gateshead Central Library

Get up close and personal with some 
wonderful live animals. Children can enjoy 
an hour of cuddles and amazement. Expect 
fun, excitement and surprise.
For ages 4 - 11 years. 

£4 (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential

Family Crafts: Rainbow Crafts 

Friday 4 August, 10.30am - 11.30am
Crawcrook Library 

Craft yourself a rainbow with these amazing 
rainbow themed activities.
Suitable for families
.
£2 - Pre-booking essential

Veg Patch Party Storytime   

Friday 4 August, 10.30am - 11am 
at Birtley Library
Wednesday 9 August, 10.30am - 11am
at Leam Library
Friday 18 August, 2.30pm - 3pm 
at Pelaw Library

Vegetable stories and crafts and maybe 
some surprise seed planting.
Suitable for families. 

Free - Pre-booking essential

Emerald Explorers: Leaf 
Crowns and Bee Mobile 
Workshop

Saturday 5 August
10am - 12pm
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central Library

Join artist Jyl Friggens and scavenge for 
leaves and natural treasures found on the 
ground and make a nature crown in the 
park opposite Gateshead Central Library. 
Then return to the library garden to make 
some alder bee mobiles. For ages 3 - 8 years 
with a grown-up. 

£3 per child (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential
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Crime Fiction Reading 
Group
Thursday 5 May, Thursday 9 June, 
Thursday 7 July, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
Gateshead Central Library

Why not join us to discuss new authors 
and titles from Scandi-Noir to police 
procedurals, prize winners and the books 
that you’ve been enjoying?

If you would like to come along, contact: 
heleneddon@gateshead.gov.uk

An Evening with
David Mark
Thursday 5 May, 7pm - 8pm
Blaydon Library

Join us for an evening with bestselling crime 
fiction author David Mark as he talks about 
his writing and his latest novels, Blind Justice 
and Anatomy of a Heretic.

Adults only
£4 - Pre-booking essential

Dogs Trust Workshop 

Monday 7 August
10.30am - 11.30am at Birtley Library
2pm - 3pm at Gateshead Central Library
Monday 21 August, 10.30am-11.30am 
at Blaydon Library

Rachel from Dogs Trust delivers a fun and 
interactive workshop on how to look after 
and enjoy living with your dog. Real dogs 
do not accompany us to these workshops 
- just our lovely pretend toy teddy dogs as 
models!  For ages 7 -11 years. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 

Free - Pre-booking essential

Family Crafts at Gateshead 
Archive 

Wednesday 9 August, 10.30am - 12pm
Gateshead Central Library

Choose an old map from the area to colour 
in. Discuss the changes that have taken place 
in the intervening years and then transform 
it into an origami 3D love heart.
Suitable for families.

Free - Pre-booking essential

MakerPlace Families:
Bring Books to Life with 
Augmented Reality 

Thursday 10 August, 10am - 12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Watch dinosaurs, kittens, planets and 
insects come to life and try out some of our 
augmented reality challenges. For ages 7+

Free - Just turn up

Build a Bug Hotel 

Thursday 10 August, 10am - 11am
Chopwell Library

Build a bug-tastic hotel for your garden.
For ages 6+.  

£3 - Pre-booking essential

Hot Wheels  

Thursday 10 August, 10.30am - 12pm
Leam Lane Library

Bring along your favourite car and create an 
obstacle course from our maker box for your 
cars to drive through. Suitable for families.  

Free - Pre-booking essential 

Big Science 

Thursday 10 August, 2pm - 3pm 
at Gateshead Central Library
Monday 14 August, 2pm - 3pm 
at Gateshead Central Library
Tuesday 15 August, 2pm - 3pm 
at Crawcrook Library
Monday 21 August, 10am - 11am 
at Birtley Library
Monday 21 August, 2pm - 3pm 
at Pelaw Library
Wednesday 23 August, 10am - 11am 
at Blaydon Library

Join Big Science for an hour of fun hands-on 
science experiments. Every child will carry 
out their own fizzing, popping and colour 
changing reactions. There will also be some 
Big Science demonstrations making science 
look like magic as well as getting things to 
fly.  For ages 5 - 11 years.

£4 (Free adult place) 
Pre-booking essential

Family Crafts: Hello Summer! 

Friday 11 August, 10.30am - 11.30am
Blaydon Library

Summer crafts for everyone.
Suitable for families

Free - Pre-booking essential

MakerPlace Workshop: Laser 
Cut and Engrave a Planter 

Saturday 12 August, 10am - 12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Create a fabulous design for your 
personalised wooden planter and watch 
while our laser cutter brings your design to 
life. Suitable for beginners with computer 
mouse skills. For ages 14+

£7 - Pre-booking essential
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Crime Fiction Reading 
Group
Thursday 5 May, Thursday 9 June, 
Thursday 7 July, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
Gateshead Central Library

Why not join us to discuss new authors 
and titles from Scandi-Noir to police 
procedurals, prize winners and the books 
that you’ve been enjoying?

If you would like to come along, contact: 
heleneddon@gateshead.gov.uk

An Evening with
David Mark
Thursday 5 May, 7pm - 8pm
Blaydon Library

Join us for an evening with bestselling crime 
fiction author David Mark as he talks about 
his writing and his latest novels, Blind Justice 
and Anatomy of a Heretic.

Adults only
£4 - Pre-booking essential

Book Butterflies 
Summer Celebration 

Monday 14 August, 2pm - 3pm
Gateshead Central Library

Come and join the Book Butterflies for a 
summer celebration.  See what we have 
been up to this year and get a preview of 
what’s to come. Stories, crafts, activities and 
games, in the garden, with a nature theme.
For ages 5 - 7 years

£1- Pay cash at venue
Pre-booking essential

March Into Minecraft

Tuesday 15 August
10.30am - 12pm
Meet at Pelaw Library 

Join us for a walk around Pelaw, taking in 
some points of interest, then return to the 
library for a collaborative Minecraft session 
where we’ll build what we’ve spotted. 
Devices provided or bring your own. 
For ages 7-12 years. All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Free - Pre-booking essential

Hologram Animations

Tuesday 15 August, 10.30am - 12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Create some amazing animations and turn 
them into a hologram in the style of Princess 
Leia’s message to Obi-Wan.  For ages 7+

£2 - Pre-booking essential

Bring Books to Life with 
Augmented Reality 

Tuesday 15 August at Blaydon Library
Friday 18 August at Crawcrook Library
Monday 21 August at Chopwell Library 
Thursday 24 August, Leam Lane Library 
Tuesday 29 August at Pelaw Library 
Thursday 31 August at Birtley Library
10am - 12pm 

Watch dinosaurs, kittens, planets and 
insects come to life and try out some of our 
augmented reality challenges.
For ages 7+

Free - Just turn up

Family Crafts: Under The Sea

Thursday 17 August
10.30am - 11.30am
Chopwell Library

What will you make?  Will it be a fish 
windsock or a seashell turtle?  A mermaid or 
a dolphin? Let your imagination run wild!
Suitable for families

£2 per child (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential

Mini Notebook and Zine 
Making Workshop 

Thursday 17 August  
5.30pm - 7pm 
Birtley Library 

Come along and make mini notebooks and 
zines in this creative workshop.
For ages 11 - 16 years 

£1  -  Just turn up
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Crime Fiction Reading 
Group
Thursday 5 May, Thursday 9 June, 
Thursday 7 July, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
Gateshead Central Library

Why not join us to discuss new authors 
and titles from Scandi-Noir to police 
procedurals, prize winners and the books 
that you’ve been enjoying?

If you would like to come along, contact: 
heleneddon@gateshead.gov.uk

An Evening with
David Mark
Thursday 5 May, 7pm - 8pm
Blaydon Library

Join us for an evening with bestselling crime 
fiction author David Mark as he talks about 
his writing and his latest novels, Blind Justice 
and Anatomy of a Heretic.

Adults only
£4 - Pre-booking essential

Emerald Explorers: Summer 
Stick Drawing Workshop 
Thursday 24 August, 10am - 12pm
Gateshead Cental Library

Join artist Josie Brookes for this bright and 
colourful workshop inspired by the colours 
of summer. We will use sticks as our tools 
to make inky drawings based on summer 
foliage, exploring shapes and textures of 
flowers and leaves.  Suitable for ages 5 - 11 
years with a grown-up.

£3 per child (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential.

Toadstool Night Lights
Tuesday 29 August, 10.30am - 12pm
Blaydon Library

Create a cute toadstool night light. 
For ages 7+

£3 per child (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential

Family Crafts: Under The Sea

Friday 25 August, 10.30am - 11.30am
Crawcrook Library

What will you make?  Will it be a fish 
windsock or a seashell turtle?  A mermaid or 
a dolphin? Let your imagination run wild!
Suitable for families.

£2 per child (Free adult place)
Pre-booking essential
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Emerald Explorers is a programme of Libraries, Arts & Heritage activities that will 
take you on a green adventure in Gateshead! Taking creative inspiration from 
nature, the four seasons and green spaces in the borough, Emerald Explorers has 
lots of workshops for all ages to get involved in. 

Time outdoors in green spaces, taking part in arts and creative activities, gardening, 
socialising and increasing exercise, all help us to feel better and improve our 
wellbeing.  We've got creative wellbeing walks in local woodland, backpack 
adventures for young families, painting workshops for adults, workshops in our 
library MakerPlace and green themed storytimes. 

Look out for our Emerald Explorers logo in this edition of Gateshead Live when 
we’ll be celebrating spring and summer.  Activities will run until September 2023, 
so you can enjoy summer and autumn events later this year too. 

Emerald Explorers is supported using public funding by the National Lottery 
through Arts Council England.

Be inspired by Nature
with Emerald Explorers

Crafternoon: Upcycling 
Bottles and Bangles  
Monday 14 August , 2pm - 3.30pm
Leam Lane Library

Give old items a new life using colourful
yarns and decorations.
Adults only.

£2- Pay cash at venue
Pre-booking essential

MakerPlace Workshop: 
Laser Cut Acrylic Keyrings  
Thursday 7 September, 6.30pm - 8.30pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Learn the basics of Inkscape and create a
personalised engraved keyring. 
For ages 16+

£6 - Pre-booking essential



Dementia Support
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Playlist for Life 

Listening to a personalised playlist can 
improve the lives of those living with 
dementia, their families and carers. 
Personalised playlists can reduce anxiety, 
improve mood, make difficult tasks more 
manageable, evoke memories that can 
help families and carers connect. 

Gateshead Libraries stock a range of free 
information to help start conversations, 
select song choices and help to create 
playlists.

For more information please visit:
www.playlistforlife.org.uk/about-us 

Pictures to Share  

When someone has dementia they find 
it difficult to understand the world and 
to communicate with family, friends 
and carers. Pictures to Share books help 
prompt meaningful conversation about 
a wide range of subjects, but can also 
be enjoyed even when the person with 
dementia is no longer able to talk.  We 
have a collection of books that can 
be loaned to use with a group to help 
improve mood, relieve depression and 
calm agitation, providing an opportunity 
to enjoy shared time together with 
friends, family or carers.

For more information contact:
libraries@gateshead.gov.uk
or visit picturestoshare.co.uk
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Regular Activities
Poetry Readers’ Group 
Mondays: 15 May, 19 June, 17 July and 
21 August, 2pm - 3pm
Gateshead Central Library

Join us as we read from different poets and 
poetry collections every month. Adults only

For more information, contact: 
markspeeding@gateshead.gov.uk

Teen Dungeons & Dragons 
Alternate Mondays, 4.30pm - 6.30pm
Gateshead Central Library

Explore dungeons and fight evil! Join our 
Teen Dungeons and Dragons Club. Both 
beginners and advanced players welcome. 
Come along and try it!  For ages 12-19 years

Free - Just turn up

Piano Workshops  
Mondays: 15 May, 12 June, 10 July,  
14 August, 4.30pm - 6.30pm 
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central 
Library

A monthly workshop for pianists to come 
together, play, learn and discuss classical 
pieces. Old and new members are welcome. 
Suitable for ages 14+  

£5 per workshop. Book online at : 
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com 
or pay at the venue.

Warhammer  
Alternate Mondays, 5pm - 6.30pm
Gateshead Central Library 

Build and paint your collection, get army 
advice, discuss tactics or battle with other 
players. Models and paints provided in club.
For ages 10 - 17 years 

£1 - Just turn up

Menopause Café  
Mondays: 15 May, 19 June and 17 July 
2pm - 3pm at Birtley Library  

An informal and friendly group talking 
about all things menopause. Tea and cake 
available.. Adults only 

Free - Just turn up
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Young Adult Reading Group   

Mondays: 15 May, 19 June and 17 July
5.45pm - 6.45pm
Gateshead Central Library 

Meet up, snack and chat about books.
For ages 12 - 16 years 

Free - Just turn up

Let’s Talk... Pelaw   

Tuesdays: 16 May, 20 June and 18 July
11am - 12pm
Pelaw Library 

Join our friendly group for a cuppa. Meeting 
themes will vary from month to month but 
there’ll always be good chat.
Adults only

Free - Just turn up

Let’s Talk Stories @ Blaydon   

Wednesdays: 3 May, 7 June and 5 July
11am - 12.30pm at Blaydon Library 

Join the Reading for Wellbeing Team for 
book-themed chat over a cuppa. A chance 
to meet new people, share recommended 
reads and talk about favourite stories from 
page and screen. Adults only

Free - Just turn up

Woolly Wednesdays    

Wednesdays, 2pm
at Birtley and Leam Lane Libraries 

Knit and natter or craft and chat. Bring your 
needles and know-how or ask for help to 
cast on. All ages and abilities welcome. 
Adults only

Free - Just turn up

Emerald Explorers: 
Book Butterflies 

Mondays: 15 and 22 May, 5 and 19 June; 
3, 17 and 31 July, 5pm - 6pm
Gateshead Central Library

Join us for fun activities focused on the 
outdoors, nature and books. We’ll have a 
different theme at every session and will try 
to spend some time in the library garden, so 
please dress appropriately for the weather.
For ages 5 - 7 years

Free - Just turn up 

Let’s Talk Stories @ Birtley  

Mondays: 22 May, 26 June and 24 July 
11am - 12pm at Birtley Library  

Join us for book-themed chat over a 
cuppa. A chance to meet new people, 
share recommended reads and talk about 
favourite stories from page and screen.
Adults only 

Free - Just turn up 

Minecraft Club   

Mondays:  5pm - 6pm, Leam Lane Library 

Meet your friends and play Minecraft. No 
dynamite allowed! Bring your own tablet or 
use one of ours (limited availability).
For ages 6+ 

Free - Just turn up

Gateshead CD Preservation 
Society   

Mondays (as shown below), 5pm 
Sound Gallery, Gateshead Central Library

Monday night is music night at the Sound 
Gallery when we listen to a classic album 
and discuss it afterwards. Sick of streaming? 
Come back to the CD, all is forgiven! 
22 May: Ladies of the Canyon - Joni Mitchell
19 June: Let’s Dance - David Bowie
17 July: All Mod Cons - The Jam
21 August: Face to Face - The Kinks 

Free - Just turn up
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Death Café 

Thursdays: 18 May, 15 June and 20 July 
10am - 11.30am at Birtley Library

Death seems to be a taboo subject in our 
society but research has shown that talking 
about your end of life plans can be a relief for 
you, your friends and family. Death Café is a 
friendly and welcoming space to talk about 
all aspects of dying in a relaxed and informal 
setting. Tea and cake available.  Adults only  

Free - Just turn up
Donations for refreshments  welcome

Teen Reading Group 
Monthly, Thursdays, 4pm - 5pm
Blaydon Library 

Meet up and chat about books over a snack.  
Contact Blaydon Library for dates.

Free - Just turn up

Chatterbooks     

Thursdays (until 13 July starts again in 
September) 3.30pm - 4.15pm
Pelaw Library

If you love books and can’t stop chatting 
about them, then this is the group for you. 
Lots of fun activities.  
For ages 7+

Free - Just turn up

Gateshead Pokemon Club     

Thursdays from 4pm
Tournaments start at 5.15pm
Gateshead Central Library

Join the fun, learn to play! Tournaments and 
casual play. For more information, contact: 
andrewhodgkinson@gateshead.gov.uk
For ages 10+

Free - Charge to enter tournaments

Scribblers Writers Group 
Alternate Fridays, 9.30am - 11.30am
Gateshead Central Library 

Our creative writing group is friendly, 
welcoming and supportive. Adults only

For more information, contact: 
kathmilne@gateshead.gov.uk 

Let’s Talk Stories @ Leam Lane 
Fridays: 5 May, 9 June and 7 July
11am - 12.30pm
Leam Lane Library 

Join the Reading for Wellbeing Team for 
book-themed chat over a cuppa. A chance 
to meet new people, share recommended 
reads and talk about favourite stories from 
page and screen. Adults only

Free - Just turn up

Friends Like Us 
Fridays (as shown below), 2pm - 3pm
Gateshead Central Library 

Getting together for a chat and cuppa is 
good for our wellbeing. Sit down with tea 
and cake and join us for a good old chat and 
some laughs. If the weather is kind, we will 
meet in the library garden.

12 May: A Right Royal Celebration. Find the 
treasure in the delicious Cake of Kings.

9 June: Life in the 1930s, 40s & 50s.
An illustrated talk by Andrew Clark.

14 July: The M&M Mindfulness Challenge. 
What will you discover about yourself?

11 August: Sip & Swap in the library garden. 
Fizz, chat and swap a plant.

Everyone welcome - especially people 
living with dementia and their supporters.

Free - Just turn up



Friday Film Club

Fridays (as shown below), 2pm - 3.30pm
Gateshead Central Library

Do you enjoy films and do you enjoy talking 
about them? If so, then this club is right up 
your street. Each month we chat about a 
different subject. Come along and join us! 
See our monthly themes below. Adults only

12 May: Peter Cushing

16 June: Films of 1983

Free - Just turn up

Saturday Morning Craft Club  
Saturdays until 22 July, 10.30am - 12pm  
Birtley Library 

Sticking and gluing, colouring and crafting. 
Suitable for families 

Free - Just turn up  

Chatterbooks  
Saturdays: 13 May, 17 June and 15 July
10.30am - 11.30am
Gateshead Central Library 

Join us to chat about books, choose what to 
read next and recommend some fantastic 
books. For ages 8 - 12 years

Free - Just turn up  
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Gateshead Reading Groups

Reading groups are a great way to meet people who enjoy talking about books. It’s 
a perfect way to recommend books to others and discover new authors.

The reading groups listed here currently have vacancies. If you would like to come 
along, just contact the relevant library for more information. For any other information 
about reading groups or if you’d like to set up a reading group with friends, please 
contact: tararussell@gateshead.gov.uk

Reading groups with vacancies:

Gateshead Central Library  Second Monday of the month at 2pm

Chopwell Library   Fourth Monday of the month at 10.30am 

Leam Lane Library  Fourth Wednesday of the month at 2pm 

Pelaw Library   Second Thursday of the month at 7pm 

Gateshead Central Library  Third Thursday of the month at 5.45pm

We also have crime fiction reading groups where we discuss new authors and titles 
from Scandi-Noir to police procedurals and prize winners to psychological thrillers.

Crawcrook Library  Last Tuesday of the month at 2pm

Gateshead Central Library  First Thursday of the month at 5.45pm

For more information about these groups contact: lynnecorder@gateshead.gov.uk 
(Crawcrook Library) or heleneddon@gateshead.gov.uk (Gateshead Central Library).
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The Summer Reading Challenge: 
Ready, Set, Read!
The Summer Reading Challenge invites children aged 4 – 11, 
to read six or more library books over the summer. There are 
stickers and other rewards for every book read, with a medal 
and certificate for every child who completes the challenge.

This year children join the Ready, Set, Read! Team, children use 
their skills to navigate their way through a summer obstacle 
course.  The 2023 Summer Reading Challenge will celebrate 
play and participation, encouraging children to get involved 
in games and sports in any way that best suits them.

Head to your local library anytime from Saturday 8 July 
to start your challenge.
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Storytime  
Stories and activities suitable for under 5s 
and their grown ups.

Blaydon Library
Every Wednesday
9.30am - 10am
Free - Just turn up

Leam Lane Library
Every Wednesday
10.30am - 11am 
Free - Pre-book at Leam Lane Library
Tel: 0191 433 6428

Gateshead Central Library
Every Wednesday
10.30am - 11am
Free - Just turn up

Birtley Library
Every Friday
10.30am - 11am  
Free - Pre-book at Birtley Library
Tel: 0191 433 6101 
 
Pelaw Library
Every Friday
2.30pm - 3pm   
Free - Pre-book at Pelaw Library
Tel: 0191 433 6409

Rhymetimes 
Songs and rhymes suitable for under 5s and 
their grown ups.

Pelaw Library
Every Monday
10am - 10.30am  
Free - Just turn up

Birtley Library 
Every Tuesday - 2 sessions
10am - 10.30am and 11am - 11.30am 
Free - Just turn up

Blaydon Library
Every Tuesday
2pm -2.30pm
Free - Just turn up

Wrekenton Hub  
Wednesdays (term-time only)
9.30am - 10am  
Free - Just turn up

Gateshead Central Library
Every Friday - 2 sessions
9.30am - 10am and 11am - 11.30am
Free - Pre-booking essential. 
Tickets available from venue.

Leam Lane Library 
Every Friday 
10.30am - 11am
Free - Just turn up

Weekly fun for tots
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Sharing books and stories with young children can help to build good language and listening 
skills and give them a head start when they begin school. Library story times can foster a lifelong 
love of reading and show children that it is a fun place to be. 
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Opening hours 
at your local 
library*
Gateshead Central Library

Monday and Thursday  9am-7pm

Tuesday, Wednesday

and Friday  9am-5pm

Saturday  9am-1pm

Blaydon, Birtley and Leam Lane

Monday and Thursday   9am-7pm

Tuesday, Wednesday

and Friday  9am-5pm

Saturday  9am-1pm

Chopwell Library

Monday, Tuesday

and Thursday 9am-5pm

Saturday  9am-1pm

Crawcrook and Pelaw Libraries

Monday, Tuesday and Friday  9am-5pm

Wednesday 9am-1pm

Thursday  9am-7pm

Saturday  9am-1pm

* Correct at time of printing.  Venue details 
and contact numbers on page 4.

Saturdays (term-time only)
10.30am - 12.30pm at Caedmon Hall, 
Gateshead Central Library

Gateshead Youth Theatre is for young 
people aged 8-14 and led by David 
Raynor. The sessions are fun and help to 
develop imagination, build confidence 
and improve teamwork whilst learning 
performance skills. To book a free taster 
session, call: 07516 112 382 or email: 
colleendewing@gateshead.gov.uk  

£5 per session
Fee payable in advance each half term. 
If your child is in receipt of free school 
meals, please get in touch as we have 
free bursary places available.
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We hope you enjoyed Live!
If you’d like to join our Gateshead Live email list,
please contact colleendewing@gateshead.gov.uk
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Are you aged 12 - 18 and an anime fan? 
Have your ever wanted to help plan and 
run anime events? 

Then you could join our group and help 
behind the scenes. The benefits include lots 
of fun, great work experience to put on your 
C.V. and a good way to meet other people 
with similar interests.

For more information e-mail:
animeattacks@gmail.com 

Join the
Anime Attacks 
Committee

New for September in the MakerPlace
Three sessions using our MakerPlace resources tailored to support Computer Science and Design 
Technology curriculum specifically for Home Educators.  An introduction to coding with Microbits for 
7+ years, Design and print in 3D for 8+ years and Design and Laser Engrave for 11 - 15years.  

Contact digitalteamlibs@gateshead.gov.uk for more information

How to book one
of our events
Book events online by visiting: 
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com
or in person at Gateshead Central 
Library. If you’re not able to book 
online, call 0191 433 8420 and 
a member of staff will call 
you back on our secure 
payments line.
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