Libraries, Arts & Heritage Events in Gateshead

Download
the BorrowBox
app today!
4389-SS-JUL22

September - December 2022
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Welcome to Live!
This is your handy brochure covering all libraries, arts and
heritage events taking place throughout Gateshead for
adults, families and children.
Join us for author events, MakerPlace activities, exhibitions
and workshops from September up to Christmas. Look out
for our special new programme of Emerald Explorers events,
all inspired by nature and the seasons to improve wellbeing
through creativity. There’s also our annual History Festival
from 26 September to 14 October.

Important Information
We have risk assessed our venues and assure visitors that
they are COVID compliant in line with current guidance.
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Children under 8 years must be accompanied by an adult at
all events. For details about ease of access, please contact
the event organiser.
Not all of our venues offer parking - please check in advance.

How to book
Book events online by visiting:
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com
or call Gateshead Central Library
on 0191 433 8420 unless stated
otherwise in the listing.
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Wind Tunnel Challenge
Friday 2 September, 10.30 - 11.30am
Crawcrook Library

Venues
Gateshead Central Library
Prince Consort Road, Gateshead, NE8 4LN
0191 433 8420

Leam Lane Library
129 Cotemede, Leam Lane Estate, NE10 8QH
0191 433 6428

Blaydon Library
Wesley Court, Blaydon, NE21 5BT
0191 433 6201

Pelaw Library
Joicey Street, Pelaw, NE10 0QS
0191 433 6409

Birtley Library
Durham Road, Birtley, DH3 1LE
0191 433 6101

St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Oakwellgate, Gateshead, NE8 2AU
0191 433 4699 heritage@gateshead.gov.uk

Chopwell Library
Derwent Street, Chopwell, NE17 7HS
01207 561379

Shipley Art Gallery
Prince Consort Road, Gateshead, NE8 4JB
0191 477 1495 shipleyartgallery.org.uk

Crawcrook Library
Main Street, Crawcrook, Ryton, NE40 4NB
0191 413 8164

Vane Gallery/ Orbis Community
65 High Street, Gateshead, NE8 2AP
0191 490 1294 www.vane.org.uk

Some of our venues are available for hire, contact venue for further details.

Twitter
@gateslibraries
@StMarysHeritage

4

September - December 2022

Facebook
/gatesheadlibraries
/gatesheadalive
/stmarysheritagecentre

Instagram
@gatesheadlibraries
@stmarysheritagecentre
@ gatesheadartdiamonds

Create your own paper flying objects
and then test them to see if they fly
using our wind tunnel. Will it be a case of
"Up, up and away!" or "Mayday, Mayday!"?
For age 5+
Free - Just turn up

National Doodle Day

Doodles & Dog Zombies

Saturday 3 September,
9.30am -12.30pm
Birtley Library

Saturday 3 September,
10.30am - 11.30am
Crawcrook Library

Celebrate National Doodle Day on the
windows of Birtley Library, using chalk pens
to create your best doodle.
Suitable for families.

Celebrate Doodle Day with a morning of
Tom Gates themed activities. Doodle on
our windows, make badges and much
more. Caramel wafers provided. For ages 6+

Free - Just turn up

£3 - Pre-booking essential

Calling Tom Gates Fans!
Saturday 3 September,
10.30am - 11.30am
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library
Come along to the ultimate Tom Gates style
doodle session. Bring your calligrams to life with
coding and sounds as we celebrate National
Doodle Day. Suitable for beginner coders.
For age 7+
Free - Pre-booking essential
September - December 2022
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Emerald Explorers
Storytime: Stick Man

Storytime:
Whatever Next!

Wednesday 7 September,
9.30am - 10am
Blaydon Library

Wednesday 7 September,
10.30am -11am
Leam Lane Library

We’ll be reading Julia Donaldon’s Stick
Man and making some Stick Man crafts to
take home. Suitable for under 5s and their
families.

We’ll be reading Whatever Next! By Jill
Murphy and there will be bear and rocket
crafts to take home. Suitable for under
5s and their families.

Free - Just turn up

Free - Just turn up

Emerald Explorers Storytime:
The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Friday 9 September, 10.30am - 11am
Birtley Library
We’ll be reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar and
creating a nature trail with the beebots and the
code-a-pillar. Suitable for under 5s and their families.
Storytimes are at the same time every week.
Free - Just turn up

Booktrust Storytime
Starting Friday 9 September, 2.30pm - 3pm
Pelaw Library
It’s exciting and fun - would you like to
come? A special six-week story and
activity session for our youngest readers
and their grown-ups. Vote for your
favourite story and earn your brilliant
reader’s certificate. For age 2 - 5 years.
Free - Pre-booking essential
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Making Space Oct 22
Are you a small creative business or practitioner based in Gateshead (or nearby in
Newcastle, County Durham, North and South Tyneside, Northumberland or Sunderland)?
Are you looking to explore new ways of making products, merchandise, displays, or tools?
Then Gateshead Library might have the perfect workshop series for you!
Launching this October, Making Space is a 4-week workshop programme designed to
introduce artists, creatives, craftspeople, and designer makers to the possibilities of digital
making and equipment. Hosted in collaboration with Creative Fuse North East and
Newcastle University, Making Space is an opportunity to develop the skills necessary
to design, develop, prototype and deliver objects using the digital equipment found at
Gateshead Library’s MakerPlace.
Using the MakerPlace facilities it is possible to print and cut t-shirt designs, laser cut wood
and acrylic designs, create and produce 3D objects, quilt and embroider with computerised
sewing machines, and much more! The workshops will include an introduction to the
computer software used to create designs, as well as safe use of the equipment and
materials.
If you are interested in the workshops and would like to know more, you can
register your interest by emailing: creativefuse@newcastle.ac.uk

Creative Fuse North East is supported by:

Inventions, Industry &
Innovations: Local History
Photograph Display

Be inspired by Nature
with Emerald Explorers
Emerald Explorers is a new programme of Libraries, Arts & Heritage activities that
will take you on a green adventure in Gateshead! Taking creative inspiration from
nature, the four seasons and green spaces in the borough, Emerald Explorers has
lots of workshops for all ages to get involved in.
Time outdoors in green spaces, taking part in arts and creative activities, gardening,
socialising, and increasing exercise, all help us to feel better and improve our
wellbeing. We've got creative wellbeing walks in local woodland, backpack
adventures for young families, painting workshops for adults, workshops in our
library MakerPlace and green themed storytimes.
Look out for our Emerald Explorers logo in this edition of Gateshead Live when
we’ll be celebrating Autumn and Winter. Activities will run until September 2023,
so you can enjoy Spring and Summer events next year too.
Emerald Explorers is supported using public funding by the National Lottery
through Arts Council England.

Friday 9 September - Friday 14 October
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Viewing during opening hours, 10am - 4pm
Tuesday to Friday, Saturday hours may vary,
please check with venue.
Gateshead has many inspirational people,
whose inventions and innovations have not
only helped to change industries but the world.
In celebration of this year’s Heritage Open Day’s
theme, we are showcasing some of Gateshead’s
inventions, industries, and innovations through
a display of fascinating images from the
Gateshead Archive photograph collection.
There are sure to be some that you know and
recognise... but you may also be surprised by
how many you don’t!
Free - Just turn up

Emerald Explorers:
Crafternoon Tea
Bird Feeders
Monday 12 September, 2pm - 3.30pm
Leam Lane Library
As the days become colder, join us to create
some decorative bird seed treats for our
feathered friends. A relaxed and friendly
afternoon of crafts, coffee and cake. All
abilities welcome.
£2 - Pre-booking essential
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Dahlicious Day

Willy Wonka Coding

Saturday 10 September,
10.30am - 11.30am
Blaydon Library

Monday 12 September, 5pm - 6pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Fizzwhizzing fun for kiddles! If you’re a fan
of Roald Dahl books, join us for a morning
of themed crafts and activities celebrating
all things Dahl.
For age 6+

Tomorrow is Roald Dahl Day so join us for
this simple coding workshop and learn to
light up some gummy bears and make jelly
babies burp! Please note that jelly babies
can and will be eaten during this session.
For age 7+

£3 - Pre-booking essential

£3 - Pre-booking essential

National Reading Group Day

Piano Workshops
Mondays, 12 September, 10 October,
14 November and 12 December
4.30pm - 6.30pm
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central Library
A monthly workshop for pianists to come together,
play, learn and discuss pieces. Old and new members
welcome.
£5 per workshop - Pay at the venue

Exhibition Explorers
Tuesdays, 13, 20, 27 Sep, 4, 11, 18 Oct,
1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Nov and 6, 13 Dec,
10.30am - 12.30pm
Shipley Art Gallery
Discover the gallery with your little ones and
support their early development in a fun and
relaxed way. Families will discover the artworks,
get creative with a range of materials, and explore
the gallery together. Sessions will break for school
holidays. Most suitable for 2-5-yrs but all welcome!
£5 - Book via: shipleyartgallery.org.uk
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It’s National Reading Group Day on Wednesday 14 September. Download our e-book
of the month from Borrowbox from Thursday 1 September and then join in the chat
on our Gateshead Libraries Reading Room Facebook page on Thursday 29 September.
Reading groups are a great way to meet people who enjoy talking about books. It’s
a perfect way to recommend books to others and discover new authors. The reading
groups listed here currently have vacancies. If you would like to come along, just
contact the relevant library for more information. For any other information about
reading groups or if you’d like to set up a reading group with friends, please contact:
tararussell@gateshead.gov.uk
Reading groups with vacancies:
Birtley Library			
Blaydon Library			
Gateshead Central Library		
Gateshead Central Library		
Chopwell Library			
Crawcrook Library		
Leam Lane Library		
Pelaw Library			

First Thursday of the month at 2pm
Last Friday of the month at 2pm
Second Monday of the month at 2pm
Third Thursday of the month at 5.45pm
Fourth Monday of the month at 10.30am
Third Thursday of the month at 5.30pm
Fourth Wednesday of the month at 2pm
Second Thursday of the month at 7pm

We also have 2 crime fiction reading groups at Gateshead Central Library and
Crawcrook Library. Please see more details about these groups in the Regular Activities
section on pages 66 and 67.
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Heritage Evening - Clementine
Churchill: Winston's Rock

Grief Words
Wednesdays 14 September, 12 October,
9 November and 14 December, 10am - 12pm
Ridley Room, Blaydon Library

Tuesday 13 September, 7pm, doors open 6.30pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

It can be hard to find the right words for grief.
You can end up feeling alone with no means
of expressing what is really on your mind and
in your heart. In this new therapeutic writing
group for bereaved people with Louise Bowen,
Covid Bereavement Co-ordinator at Marie Curie
Hospice Newcastle, find out more about how a
few quiet minutes writing together can help.

According to the old adage, behind every great man
there is a great woman. That is certainly true of Winston
Churchill, who said that WWII would have been
"impossible" without his wife Clementine. She was his
emotional rock, most trusted confidante and provided a
much needed challenge, acting as his social conscience.
Anthony Atkinson discusses this remarkable woman.
£3 - To book call 0191 433 4699 or visit:
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com

Pre-booking essential
Suggested donation £3 per session

Storytime: Rhyming Rabbit
Wednesday 14 September, 9.30am - 10am
Blaydon Library
We’ll be reading Julia Donaldson’s Rhyming Rabbit and
enjoying some rabbit colouring. Suitable for under 5s.
Free - Just turn up

Gateshead Central
Library Gift Shop
Visit the Central Library gift shop for
beautiful gifts and cards to celebrate
a special day or simply treat yourself.
We also have a great range of
local history books too!

Emerald Explorers:
Reading Ramblers
Fridays: 16, 23 and 30 September
& 7, 14 and 21 October, 10am - 11.30am
Chopwell Wood
Take a book for a walk! Join the Reading for Wellbeing
Team for a guided walk around Chopwell Wood with a ranger
from the Forestry Commission. Listen to e-audiobooks while you
wander or take in a story while enjoying some relaxing forest bathing
and then regroup to enjoy a cuppa and a chat. Adults only.
Free - Pre-booking essential

Grim Gateshead: Local History Talk
Friday 16 September, 2.30pm at St Mary’s Heritage Centre
'Grim Gateshead' is a new talk by local author, Andrew Clark, which explores the area's dark past.
Stories include disasters, tragedies, accidents, disease, poverty, crime, riots, war, mysteries and
legends. To coincide with this talk and for Heritage Open Days, there will also be a special offer on
titles from Summerhill Books in the St Mary’s Bookshop.
Free - Pre-booking essential - call: 0191 433 4699 or: gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com
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Festive Fun with Cricut
Saturday 17 September, 10am - 12pm at MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library
It’s never too early to think about Christmas gifts. Learn how to create a Christmas card using
our digital cutters and how you can book to use the machines in our MakerPlace. All resources
provided. For age 14+
£6 - Pre-booking essential

Origami Trinket Boxes
Tuesday 20 September,
10.30am - 11.30am
Crawcrook Library
Choose your resources from our local
maps and photos and paperfold an
unusual trinket box. Adults only.
£1 - Just turn up

Let’s Talk: Magazines
Tuesdays: 20 September, 18 October,
15 November and 20 December,
11am - 12.30pm
Pelaw Library
A new group that will meet monthly to
share a cuppa and a chat with the Reading
for Wellbeing Team whilst catching up
with the latest news and gossip browsing
our e-magazines. Choose from a wide
selection of titles, including Woman’s
Own, Top Gear, Digital Photographer and
the Radio Times.

Retired and
looking for
something
new to try?
Art Diamonds is a programme
of creative activities in Gateshead for
people of retirement age. You don’t have
to be good at art, it’s just about being
up for having a go. The sessions are always
friendly and welcoming and a great way to meet
new people.
We run workshops in a wide range of artforms including
printmaking, drawing, creative writing, sculpture and textiles. We
also have Art at Home activities for Art Diamonds who might not
be able to get out to workshop sessions and a monthly newsletter
(email or post) to keep in touch.
If you’re retired or have a friend or family member who
would like to join Art Diamonds, please get in touch!
Call Colleen Dewing on 07516 112 382
or email colleendewing@gateshead.gov.uk

Free - Just turn up
14
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Emerald Explorers
Storytime:
Woolly Bear Caterpillar

MakerPlace:
An Introduction to Laser
Cutting

Local History Origami Boxes

Wednesday 21 September, 9.30am -10am
Blaydon Library

Thursday 22 September, 6.30pm - 8.30pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Birtley Library Reading Hack Group ask you to choose images
from old maps and photos of the Birtley area and create
origami shapes. Snacks provided. For ages 11 - 16 years.

We’ll be reading Julia Donaldson’s The Woolly
Bear Caterpillar - with some caterpillar and
moth activities. Suitable for under 5s.

Find out more about laser cutting and create
a personalised project during this session.
Suitable for beginners. For ages16+

Free - Just turn up

Free - Just turn up

£6 - Pre-booking essential

Agatha Christie: Queen of Mystery & Suspense
Friday 23 September, 2pm - 3pm at Gateshead Central Library
A talk by Jim Lynch about bestselling author and Queen of Crime,
Agatha Christie. Adults only.
Free - Pre-booking essential

Art Diamonds:
Craft and Chat Workshops
Fridays, 23 Sep and 11 Nov at Blaydon Library
and 21 Oct and 2 Dec at Pelaw Library
10.30am - 12.30pm
Have you got a project at home that you’ve started
but not had the motivation to continue? Are you
fed up with crafting at home on your own? Come
along to our Craft & Chat sessions! Bring whatever
arty project you’re working on and meet up with
other Art Diamonds for a coffee. We’ll have a box of
basic materials in case you’re stuck for inspiration.
Art Diamonds is for people of retirement age.
To book a place, contact Colleen Dewing:
email: colleendewing@gateshead.gov.uk
or call 07516 112 382
16
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Tuesday 27 September, 3.30pm - 4.45pm
Birtley Library

Storytime:
Room on the Broom
Wednesday 28 September, 9.30am - 10am
Blaydon Library
We’re reading Julia Donaldson’s Room on the
Broom with some witchy activities. For under 5s.
Free - Just turn up

Gateshead History Festival:
Early African and
Caribbean Lives
in Gateshead
Wednesday 28 September, 6.30pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
We will be joined by author and community activist Dr Beverley Prevatt
Goldstein, historian Rosie Serdiville and Gateshead Archive Manager Jen Bell as
they share recent research into Gateshead’s early African and Caribbean residents.
The documents from Gateshead Archive collections have revealed complex stories
linking residents to people and places across the world. In this talk you will learn more
about the research process itself, what life was like in early Gateshead and what we might
learn about the lives of early black residents in the local area.
£5/3 - Pre-booking essential - call 0191 433 4699 or gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com
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Meet Sarah Stovell
Thursday 29 September, 7pm - 8pm
Gateshead Central Library
Join us for an evening with local author,
Sarah Stovell as she talks about her writing
career and her latest novel, Other Parents,
which centres on the secrets of parents
whose children attend a small- town school
- the gossip, the rumours and the drama!
Adults only.
£3 - Pre-booking essential

Macmillan World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning
Friday 30 September, 10am - 12pm
Blaydon Library
Pelaw Library
Birtley Library
Having a coffee morning is the perfect
chance to catch up over a cuppa and a slice
of something delicious - and all for a great
cause. One in two of us will face cancer, and
the money you raise at this coffee morning
will go towards helping those with cancer to
live life as fully as they can.
Adults only.
Just drop in for coffee, cake and a chat Donations for Macmillan Cancer Support

Wartime Memories:
Life on the Home Front
During the Second
World War
Thursday 29 September, 7pm
Pelaw Library
Local author Andrew Clark remembers the
days of evacuation, gas masks, the black-out,
air raid shelters, identity cards, the Home
Guard, VE Day as well as campaigns such as
‘Dig for Victory’ and ‘Careless Talk Costs Lives’.
Find out more about food rationing which
did not end until the 1950s when bananas
were made from parsnips and chocolate
potato cake was on the menu.
Visitors £4 - Pay at venue
(£12 annual membership to join
Felling Local History Society)
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Emerald Explorers:
Fun Palaces
with Art Diamonds
Friday 30 September, 11am - 4pm
Gateshead Central Library
Fun Palaces is a national campaign that puts
communities at the heart of culture. Join
our Art Diamonds who are leading an event
inspired by nature as part of the Fun Palaces
Weekend of Celebration. We’ll have drop in
art and craft activities for you to join in with,
learn a new skill, get creative but most of all
have fun!! Adults only.
Free - Just turn up www.funpalaces.co.uk

September - December 2022
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Gateshead History Festival:
From Ribbon Gangs to Lord
Mayors - The Irish in Gateshead
Friday 30 September, 7pm
Gateshead Central Library
An illustrated talk exploring the history of Irish
migrants and their descendants in Gateshead to
1945 and explaining how the Labour movement
came to replace Irish nationalism in the hearts and
minds of the Irish community in Gateshead.
£5/3 - Pre-booking essential

Borrow free
eMagazines,
eBooks and
eAudiobooks
using the app.

Friends of
Gateshead
Central Library
The Friends support events and activities
at Gateshead Central Library. Everyone is
welcome to join and it’s free!

Emerald Explorers:
Paper Sunflowers with
Fiona McKeown

Come along and support the library
by helping out at author events, coffee
mornings and lots more.

Saturday 1 October, 10am - 12.30pm
Wailes Room, Gateshead Central
Library

You could make new friends and enjoy
being involved with community and
cultural activities in your local area.

Join artist Fiona McKeown who will
guide you through how to make your
own beautiful paper sunflower so you
can prolong the end of summer!
Adults only.

For more information contact
christinemyhill@gateshead.gov.uk
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£10/£5 if registered with Art
Diamonds. Pre-booking essential
September - December 2022
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Family Nature Activities

Emerald Explorers
The Weight of Ants in
the World & Mud Mapping
An Exhibition by Michele Allen
Saturday 1 October 2022 - Saturday 7 January 2023
The Gallery, Gateshead Central Library, during library opening hours

Friday 28 October 10.30am - 12.30pm
Gateshead Central Library Garden
(Meet in The Gallery)
Spend Friday morning exploring nature in the Library
Garden with Michele in this family art workshop.
We’ll be taking inspiration from autumn, taking
bark rubbings, creating tree collages, and collecting
leaves. Please wear clothes and footwear suitable for
the weather on the day as we will be outdoors.
Suitable for families.
Free - Pre-booking essential

In this exhibition visual artist Michele Allen will be sharing work from two projects, ‘The
Weight of Ants in the World’ and ‘Mud Mapping,’ made in response to an ancient woodland
in Team Valley and tidal mudflats on the Tyne in Gateshead. A series of works using
photography and text invite us to consider our relationship to the natural world at a time
of climate emergency and species loss.

Bird Watching Walk
Saturday 12 November, 1pm - 3.30pm
Meet at Dunston Staithes, near the café.

During the exhibition the artist will be recording wildlife seen at various sites in Gateshead
which will be uploaded to online databases and unfold as an ongoing text work written
on the gallery walls. You are invited to bring your own wildlife observations to The Gallery.

A bird watching walk starting at Dunston
Staithes and following the River Team to
the woodland in the centre of the Team
Valley trading estate. Please bring your own
binoculars and wear clothes and footwear
suitable for walking and the weather on the
day. For age 16+

.

£3 - Pre-booking essential.

Meet the Artist
Wednesday 16 November, 1pm - 4pm
The Gallery, Gateshead Central Library
A related series of works will also be on display at Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art as
part of the exhibition Hinterlands (22 October 2022 – 30 April 2023 ). We also have three
events linked to Michele’s exhibition as part of our Emerald Explorers programme:

Michele will be in the gallery for informal
conversations.
Free - Just turn up
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Emerald Explorers:
Beebots & Bugs

Art Diamonds: Calligraphy
with Angela Reed

Saturday 1 October, 10.30am - 11.30am
Crawcrook Library

Monday 3 October, 1pm - 3pm
Birtley Library

Create a costume for our beebots, cover our
wildflower meadow with magical flowers, bugs
and toadstools and send the beebots across the
meadow with some simple instructions. For age 3+

The Lindisfarne Gospels is regarded as the
most spectacular manuscript to survive from
Anglo-Saxon England, famed for its intricate
illumination. In this workshop, calligrapher
Angela Reed will help you create your own
illuminated letter using a range of materials.
For people of retirement age.

Free - Pre-booking essential

Free - Pre-booking essential.
Colleen Dewing on 07516 112 382

History Festival: How We
Might Live - At Home with
Jane & William Morris
Tuesday 4 October, 6.30pm
Gateshead Central Library

A Creative Conversation: An Exhibition
Saturday 1 October - Saturday 7 January 2023, during library opening hours
Upstairs Gallery, Gateshead Central Library
An exhibition by four North East artists, Ali Barden, Dave Barden, Keith Shaw and Dianne
Westwood. Lockdown provided a timeframe to focus on a creative project where
collaboration, interaction and dissemination were key. Themes were discussed and agreed in
Zoom meetings and over a period of four months, each artist produced work in their chosen
medium - textiles, mixed media sculpture, ceramics and painting.
Free - just turn up.
24

William Morris, hero of the Arts & Crafts
movement, was a giant of the Victorian
age. His beautiful creations and provocative
philosophies are still with us today, but his wife
Jane is too often relegated to a footnote. In
truth, Jane and William's personal and creative
partnership was the central collaboration of
both their lives. The homes they made together
were radical works of art in themselves. Suzanne
Fagence Cooper explores the lives and legacies
of Jane and William Morris, finally giving Jane's
contribution the attention which it deserves.
Suzanne is an art historian and was a curator
at the V&A for twelve years. She is the author of
Effie, the biography of Effie Gray.
£5/3 Pre-booking essential. Adults only.
September - December 2022
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Emerald Explorers:
Origami

Art Diamonds: Creative
Wellbeing Walk

Tuesday 4 October, 10am - 12pm
Blaydon Library

Thursday 6 October, 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Meet outside the Land of Oak and Iron
Heritage Centre, Winlaton Mill, NE21 6RU

Join us in this origami workshop and
make some beautiful paper birds,
flowers and animals to take home.
Suitable for beginners.
Adults only.

Take time to enjoy green space and autumn at
a slower pace with artists John Quinn and Jyl
Friggens. This wellbeing walk will encourage
mindfulness, explore forest bathing and
include creative tasks of collecting, making,
drawing and writing. Please do let us know
if you have limited mobility and would like to
take part. John and Jyl can each work with
different groups on the walks so that Art
Diamonds with limited mobility or access
needs can still take part.

£2 - Just turn up

Let’s Talk Stories with
Glenda Young

Free - Pre-booking essential, contact:
colleendewing@gateshead.gov.uk
or call 07516 112382

Wednesday 5 October,
11am - 12.30pm, Blaydon Library
Join local author Glenda Young as she
chats with the Reading for Wellbeing
Team about her nostalgic family sagas
set in old Sunderland and her new series
of cosy crime books set in Scarborough.
Refreshments provided.
Adults only.
£3 - Pre-booking essential

Celebrate National Poetry Day!
Thursday 6 October, 2pm - 4pm at Gateshead Central Library
Join guest poet, Wayne Medford as he reads from his book, A Day in the
Public Park and come along and read your own poetry on the theme of
the environment. Reading slots will be allocated on the day. Adults only.

Chatterbooks
National Poetry Day
Thursday 6 October, 3.30pm - 4.15pm
Pelaw Library
Come and join us as our Chatterbooks
group celebrate National Poetry Day at
today’s meeting. We will be sharing some
of our favourite poems and giving you the
chance to create some of your own book
title poetry.
For ages 7 - 11 years.
Free - Just turn up

Free - Pre-booking essential
26
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History Festival:
Adult Calligraphy
Workshop
Thursday 6 October, 6pm - 8pm
Blaydon Library
Be inspired by the monks of Lindisfarne
and learn how to create beautiful writing
with Creative Calligraphy. In this workshop,
calligrapher Angela Reed will guide you
through the basics of using a broad-edged
pen to create an uncial script alphabet,
commonly used from the 4th to 8th
centuries by Latin and Greek scribes.
For age 16+
£5 - Pre-booking essential

Getting Away with Murder

History Festival
Michael Chaplin: Newcastle
United Stole My Heart

Thursday 6 October, 7pm - 8pm
Gateshead Central Library

Friday 7 October, 6.30pm
Gateshead Central Library

Christina James will explore some true
unsolved crimes that have taken place in
the North-East and show how they might
inspire a crime writer, before inviting the
audience to consider aspects that might
be taboo and not suitable for fiction. She
will give some short readings from recent
crime novels (her own included) and
discuss their appeal. Christina will then
open up a broader conversation with the
audience about their favourite books and
authors and why crime - both true and
fictional - is so fascinating.
Adults only.

When 5-year-old Michael Chaplin landed in a
strange city of ships in the late 1950s, he looked
in vain for something that would make him feel
at home. Then, one Saturday afternoon, it came:
the roar of a crowd and a football team to support.
Young Michael became an avid Newcastle
United fan and has remained one, if sometimes
disenchanted, for over sixty years. In this football
memoir with a difference, the celebrated
playwright and screenwriter tells the story of his
six-decade love affair with the club, each chapter
recreating an iconic Newcastle match: the players
who graced the game, the managers in the dugout and the backdrop outside the stadium - both
the changing face of Newcastle and the ups and
downs of Michael’s own life and career.

£3 - Pre-booking essential

£5/3 - Pre-booking essential
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Healthwatch Team

Come along and speak to a member of the Healthwatch team. Share your experiences of
using health care and social care service. Ask us a question or pick up some information
leaflets from our stall. We’d love to see you there!
World Mental Health Day
Gateshead Central Library
Monday 10 October, 11am - 1pm
Stress Awareness Day
Wrekenton Library hub
Wednesday 2 November, 10am - 12pm
Leam Lane Library
Wednesday 2 November, 1pm - 3pm
International Volunteers Day
Gateshead Central Library
Monday 5 December, 11am - 1pm

Cancer Awareness Team

Come along and speak to a member of the cancer awareness team for top tips for a
healthier lifestyle, how to spot early signs and where to go for help. Ask any questions or
pick up some information leaflets. We’d love to see you there!
Birtley Library		
Leam Lane Library 		
Crawcrook Library 		
Pelaw Library 		
Blaydon Library 		
Gateshead Central Library

Tuesday 13th September
Wednesday 21st September
Wednesday 5th October
Monday 17th October
Wednesday 9th November
Friday 2nd December

10am - 12pm
2pm - 4pm
10am - 12pm
10am - 12pm
1pm - 3pm
2pm - 4pm

Reading for wellbeing at Gateshead Libraries

Reading has been proven to help well-being. We have some great
mood-boosting books, reading well collections, and creative and social
reading activities for all ages. We can help you find online advice and
signpost to local services. Scan the QR code to find out more...

31
30

31

Emerald Explorers:
Crafternoon Tea

Masters of the Sound of
Northumberland

Monday 10 October, 2pm - 3.30pm
Leam Lane Library

Tuesday 11 October, 7pm, doors 6.30pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Fun activities with bee and bird themed
crafts and play hook a duck with some
mystery prizes.

Come along on World Mental Health Day
and get all cosy and creative as we explore
papercrafts with an autumnal theme. A
relaxed and friendly afternoon of crafts,
coffee and cake. All abilities welcome..

Free - Just turn up

£2 - Pre-booking essential

It is the makers, players and tunesmiths who
form the living history of the Northumbrian
small pipes. This talk, by player and tutor Ednie
Wilson, illustrated with images and tunes,
delves into 250 years of heritage to introduce
you to just a few of the people and their
contribution to keeping this tradition alive.

Emerald Explorers:
Bees and Birds
Family Craft Club
Saturday 8 October,
10.30am - 12pm
Birtley Library

£3 - To book call 0191 433 4699 or visit :
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com

History Festival
Lyn Innes: The
Last Prince of Bengal
Tuesday 11 October, 6.30pm
Gateshead Central Library
An extraordinary true story of a
flamboyant Indian prince who married
an English chambermaid, his place in the
British monarchy and eventual betrayal,
told by his great-granddaughter.
The author's cousin is Pakistan's first
President, Iskander Mirza. Lyn Innes
is currently Emeritus Professor of
Postcolonial Literatures at the University
of Kent, Canterbury and regularly writes
obituaries for the Guardian newspaper.
Adults only.

Readers at Home
Bring your local library to your door! Simply sign-up and our friendly team will
make recommendations based on your preferences from our extensive range of
books, large print, or audio books. Sit back, relax, and each month we’ll deliver
your selections directly to your home completely free of charge. We even deliver
to sheltered accommodation and residential care facilities.
For more information and to sign up please call 0191 433 6415 or visit:
www.gateshead.gov.uk/readersathome

£5/3 - Pre-booking essential
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Local History Origami
Wednesday 12 October, 10am - 12pm
Pelaw Library
Enjoy looking through old maps and
photographs of Pelaw and surrounding
areas. Then select your favourites to create
some simple origami shapes to take home.
No skill required. Tea and coffee available.
Adults only.
£1 - Just turn up

Library Lates
in the Afternoon:
Spies and Secret Agents

Make it Sparkle!
Experimental
Embellishment Workshop

Thursday 13 October, 2pm - 3.30pm
Birtley Library

Thursday 13 October, 6pm - 8pm
Wailes Room, Gateshead Central Library

Celebrate the 60th anniversary of Bond on
the big screen. We will be talking about
spies in print and reading from our favourite
spy novels - with some secret spy activities
and refreshments.

Join textile artist Melanie Kyles for this
creative and fun workshop where you
will create dazzling textures and 3D
embellishments using glass beads, sequins,
and even crystal to brighten up your
wardrobe. For age 16+

£4 - Pre-booking essential

Upon the Moon The Human Spaceship
An Exhibition by Helen
Schell
Thursday 13 - Saturday 29 October
12pm - 5pm (open Wednesday-Saturday)
Vane Gallery, Gateshead
Established in 1997, Vane operates a gallery
and flexible workspace for artists to develop
new work, recently relocated to the Orbis
Community in Gateshead town centre.
Upon the Moon - The Human Spaceship
is a solo exhibition by Sunderland-based
artist Helen Schell, inspired by 21st century
space exploration. With the planned NASA
Artemis missions to return humans to the
Moon in 2025, the exhibition addresses the
mechanisms of human physiology in the
hostile environment of the lunar South Pole.
Through geometric optical illusions and
colour manipulation, it will display paintings,
made in collaboration with scientists
and linked presentations during the
exhibition. www.vane.org.uk
Free - Just turn up
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£10/£5 Art Diamonds Members
Pre-booking essential

History Festival - Seeing Slavery
in the Roman North with
Jane Webster
Thursday 13 October, 7pm
Gateshead Central Library
2022 marks 1900 years since the building
of Hadrian’s Wall. Join Jane Webster
(Archaeologist at Newcastle University) to find
out more about an aspect of life in Roman
Britain that is often overlooked - slavery. This
talk will focus on Hadrian’s Wall, and look at
sources, from tombstones to figurines, that
reveal the presence and lives of the enslaved
in Roman Britain. There are several brilliant
(and free to use) online resources that can be
used in researching the topic - we will take a
look at some of them. This event is suitable
for anyone aged 16+ interested in the Roman
world, including students studying Classical
Civilization at A Level.
Free - Just turn up
September - December 2022
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Emerald Explorers:
Chinese Autumn
Landscape Painting Workshop
with Chun-Chao Chiu
Saturday 15 October, 10am - 12pm
Blaydon Library
Join artist Chun-Chao Chiu, who will share his skills
and expertise in creating beautiful landscapes
inspired by autumn trees and colours, in this Chinese
brush painting workshop. For age 14+
£10 - Pre-booking essential

Festive Fun with Cricut
Saturday 15 October, 10am - 12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library
It’s never too early to think about Christmas
gifts. Learn how to create a personalised hat
- perfect as a gift. Use our digital cutters and
our new Cricut hat press and find out how
you can book to use the machines in our
MakerPlace. All resources provided.
For age 14+
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MakerPlace at
Gateshead Central Library
A fantastic new facility equipped with 3D printers, a laser cutter, heat
press, digital embroidery machine and a wide range of activities for all
ages. Why don’t you call in and have a look for yourself?

£6 - Pre-booking essential

Create... invent... discover... explore... code... learn...

Menopause Café

Halloween Lanterns

Mondays: 17 Oct, 21 Nov, 19 Dec
10.30am - 12pm, Birtley Library

Monday 17 October, 5pm - 6pm
Gateshead Central Library

To mark World Menopause Day we have
a time and space to talk about and share
your experiences with others. There are no
experts here just plenty of tea and cake.

You can upcycle your own metal lantern and
turn it into an eerie spooky lantern ready for
Halloween. All materials provided.
For ages 11-17 years.

Free - Donations welcome. Just turn up.

£3 - Pre-booking essential
September - December 2022
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Let’s Talk about Tablets
Monday 17 October, Blaydon Library
Tuesday 18 October, Leam Lane Library
Tuesday 18 October, Crawcrook Library
Thursday 20 October, Chopwell Library
10am - 12pm
As part of Get Online Week, bring your
mobile device and we’ll show you some
useful apps and tips. Adults only.
Free - Just turn up

MakerPlace: Introduction
to 3D Printing

Emerald Explorers:
Ceramic Workshop
Thursday 20 October, 1 - 4pm or 5 - 8pm
Wailes Room, Gateshead Central Library
Join Megan Randall to make a ceramic
autumnal garland. Use leaf textures and
stamp tools to create some porcelain
decorations which can be strung together
to create a garland celebrating autumn. Your
artwork will be taken away by Megan at the
end of the session to be fired and you will be
contacted to arrange to collect your piece
from the library at a later date. For age 16+
£10 or £5 if registered with Art Diamonds
Pre-booking essential

Thursday 20 October, 6.30pm - 8.30pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library
Learn how to design and make a simple
project for our 3D printers. Your creation
will be available to collect shortly after the
workshop. Suitable for beginners. For age 16+
£6 - Pre-booking essential

Thursday 20 October, 7pm - 8pm
Gateshead Central Library

Emerald Explorers: Autumn
Hoglets & Hedgehogs
Wednesday 19 October, 10.30am - 12pm
Clay Hoglets or 1pm - 2.30pm Leaf Hedgehogs
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Bring your little ones along for a fun Autumn inspired
creative workshop with artist Jyl Friggens. In the
morning Jyl will have clay to make little hoglets and
in the afternoon session, we’ll be gathering leaves to
make collage hedgehogs. Suitable for ages 2- 5 years.
£2 - Pre-booking essential - call: 0191 433 4699
or visit: gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com
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An Evening with
Author Mari Hannah

10 years since the publication of
her debut novel, The Murder Wall
and also 10 years after her first visit
to Gateshead Central Library, we
are delighted to welcome back the
best-selling author, Mari Hannah.
The Northumberland crime writer
will be here to talk to us about
her writing and the latest novel in
the Kate Daniels series - Her Last
Request.
Adults only.
£4 - Pre-booking essential
May - August 2022
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Gruesome Goblin
Graveyard Trail

Stranger Things: An
Escape Room Challenge

Saturday 22 - Friday 28 October
(closed Sunday/Monday) 10am - 4pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Monday 24 October, 5.30pm - 6.30pm
Blaydon Library
You are invited to take part in a series of
challenges based on the popular Netflix
series. You don’t need to be a fan of the
show to complete the challenges... but it
helps! For age 11+

Spooky season has arrived at St Mary’s!
Gather all your favourite ghosts and
ghoulies together for a terror-ific Halloween
trail through our graveyard. Hunt down
all the gruesome goblins to win a spooktacular treat. Suitable for under 8s.

£3 - Pre-booking essential

Free - Just turn up

Halloween Screen Printing and Zine Making
MakerPlace Families:
Flying Spectres!
Saturday 22 October, 10am - 12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Monday 24 October, 2pm - 4pm, Gateshead Central Library
Join us for spooky screen printing on tote bags and make your own horror zine
with artist Chloe Myers. All materials provided. For ages 11 - 17 years.
£3 - Pre-booking essential

Come and try out our amazing wind tunnel, create
your spooky crafts and see how high they fly!
Free - Just turn up

Emerald Explorers: Family
Autumn Art Workshop
Saturday 22 October, 10.30am -12.30pm
Leam Lane Library
Join artist Mark Todman to celebrate the season
by making laminated bookmarks and decorative
mobiles inspired by autumn leaves. Your creations
will be great to give as gifts or just keep for yourself.
All materials will be provided. Suitable for families
(children must be accompanied by an adult).

Family Arts Festival: Big, Bold
and Beautiful Flowers
Tuesday 25 October, 10.15am - 11.30am,
12pm - 1.15pm & 2pm - 3.15pm, Shipley Art Gallery
Explore the still life exhibition, then have a go at making
your own largescale floral artwork. We're going big and
bold in this workshop, with scissors, glue, and loads of
colourful paper! Create layers of paper shapes and play
around with composition to create a unique floral design.
You'll create a big flower poster to take home, inspired by
the artworks on display. Recommended for ages 4+ with
adult support.
£3 per participant. Pre-booking essential:
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk/whats-on

Free - Pre-booking essential
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Creepy Crafts and
Spooky Fun
Tuesday 25 October, 10am - 12pm
Crawcrook Library
Try some spooktacular crafts and take part
in ghostly challenges in this activity filled
morning. For age 5+

Opening hours
at your local
library*

£3 - Pre-booking essential
Gateshead Central Library
Monday and Thursday

9am-7pm

Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday

9am-5pm

Saturday

9am-1pm

Stranger Things Quiz
Night: We Choose Birtley Reading Hack
Tuesday 25 October 3.30pm - 4.45pm
Birtley Library
Test your knowledge of all Things Strange!
Collect your wrist stamp before using your
telekinetic powers in front of our Upside
Down green screen. Popcorn available in
Joyce’s Living Room. For ages 11-16 years.
Free - Just turn up

Play Board Games

Blaydon, Birtley and Leam Lane
Monday and Thursday

Tuesday 25 October, Pelaw Library
Thursday 27 October, Leam Lane Library
2pm - 4pm

9am-7pm

Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday

9am-5pm

Emerald Explorers:
Fabulous Feathered
Friends Art Workshop
with Lottie Smith

Saturday

9am-1pm

Tuesday 25 October, 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Gateshead Central Library

and Thursday

9am-5pm

Saturday

9am-1pm

Come along and learn how to transform your
empty loo roll tubes into a beautiful bird. We
can show you how to make wings flap or
beaks tweet, all made with items you can find
in the house so you can continue adding to
your aviary when you get home. Do you have
a favourite garden or exotic bird? For age 7+

Free - Just turn up

Chopwell Library
Monday, Tuesday

Crawcrook and Pelaw Libraries
Monday, Tuesday
and Friday

9am-5pm

Thursday

9am-7pm

Saturday

9am-1pm

£3 per child (includes 1 free adult)
Pre-booking essential
*Correct at time of printing. Venue details
and contact numbers on page 4.
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A selection of family board games and
jigsaws available for you to play. How
competitive are you? Suitable for all ages

Emerald Explorers:
Stick Man
Autumn Storytime
Wednesday 26 October,
10am - 10.30am
Leam Lane Library
We’ll be reading Stick Man by Julia
Donaldson and creating our own Stick
Man craft activity. Suitable for under 5s.
Free - Just turn up
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Creepy Code
Wednesday 26 October,
10.30am - 11.30am
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library
Try out some creepy code with our
haunted Microbits. Can you blow away the
ghoulish ghosts by completing the coding
challenges?
For age 7+
Free - Pre-booking essential

Got a business idea?
BIPC Blaydon

Business Gateshead

Do you want to turn your idea into a
business? Grow your customer base?
Or even target a completely different
market? Then you need access to high
quality business research and here at
BIPC Blaydon we have all the resources
you need, free to use, and right at your
fingertips.

You can also drop in for a chat with one
of our Business Gateshead advisors:

Drop in to Blaydon Library for a chat
every Thursday or contact the team:
bipcnortheast@newcastle.gov.uk

44

www.bipcnortheast.co.uk

Blaydon Library
Last Wednesday of the month
from 9:30am - 4pm
Gateshead Central Library
Last Thursday of the month
from 9.30am-3pm
Contact us on 0191 433 2854

www.businessgateshead.co.uk

Terrorific Trick or Treat Bags

Super Sugar Skulls

Wednesday 26 October,
10.30am - 12.30pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Thursday 27 October, 10am - 12pm
Chopwell Library

Get crafting with us this half term to create
spooky trick or treat bags out of recyclable
materials. You’ll be sure to scare off any
sweet stealers with this simple Halloween
essential. Suitable for all children.

Use our 3D pens to make some amazing
sugar skull creations. For age 7+
£3 - Pre-booking essential

£2 - To book call 0191 433 4699 or visit:
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com

Family Arts Festival:
Spooky Silhouettes
Thursday 27 October,
10.15am - 11.30am and 2pm - 3.15pm
Shipley Art Gallery
Make your own spooky silhouette picture
for Hallowe'en, using card, pastels and
paint sticks. Take inspiration from the
autumn landscape paintings and curiosities
on display and create your own unique
artwork. For ages 4+ with adult support.
£3 - Pre-booking essential:
shipleyartgallery.org.uk/whats-on
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Emerald Explorers:
The Scarecrow Who
Didn't Scare
Autumn Storytime

Smoke & Mirrors
Art Workshop with
Chris Folwell
Thursday 27 October, 10.30am - 12.30pm
Gateshead Central Library

Friday 28 October, 10am - 10.30am
Birtley Library

Try your hand at making short animations
using Victorian techniques that heralded
the dawn of modern-day cinema. From
flipbooks to thaumatropes and zoetropes,
create beautiful moving images from
simple drawings, and learn how to turn
them into your own short film using a
smartphone. For age 8+

We’ll be reading The Scarecrow Who
Didn’t Scare from our story sack and
creating windchimes to take home.
Suitable for under 5s.
Free - Just turn up

£3 - Pre-booking essential

Customised Glow in the
Dark T-shirts

Trick or Treat Bags

Thursday 27 October, 10.30am - 12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Thursday 27 October, Birtley Library
Friday 28 October, Blaydon Library
10.30am - 12pm

Bring your spooktacular t-shirt designs to
life with our fantastic glow in the dark vinyl.
For age 8+

Create your spooky design and heat press
it to your Trick or Treat bag in this family
craft session. For age 7+

£5 - Pre-booking essential

£3 - Pre-booking essential

Strange Tales & Ghostly Happenings in Northumbria
Thursday 27 October, 7pm at Pelaw Library
Be frightened, yet amused, by some unusual and unique happenings in Northumbria over the
years with Geoff Hughes.

Canvas Banner and
Sewable LED Workshop
Friday 28 October,
10am - 12pm
MakerPlace,
Gateshead Central Library
Make a stunning Halloween themed
banner with our digital cutters then take
it the next level by stitching some LED
lights to it. 10am - 11am will be to design
and create the banner. Participants who
wish to add LEDs should remain from
11am - 12pm.
Suitable for ages 10+
£5 banner only workshop
£8 banner and LED workshop
Pre-booking essential

£4 - Pay at the venue (£12 annual membership to Felling Local History Society)
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MOVEMBER

Half Term Family
Nature Activities
Friday 28 October 10.30am - 12.30pm
Gateshead Central Library Garden
(Meet in The Gallery first)
Spend Friday morning exploring nature
in the Library Garden with artist Michele
Allen in this family art workshop.

Movember Activities
at the Shed

Free - Pre-booking essential

Every Thursday, 11am - 2.30pm
Blaydon Library

Emerald Explorers:
Mmm, Mmm Went The
Little Green Frog Storytime
Friday 28 October, 2.30pm - 3pm
Pelaw Library
We’ll be reading frog stories, finding the library
frogs and making frog crafts to take home.
Suitable for under 5s
Free - Just turn up

Emerald Explorers:
RSPB Feed the Birds Day

Check out our men only activities and
workshops in partnership with Blaydon
Shed this November.
While making plans for new
premises, Blaydon Shed will be
meeting weekly at the library.
Activities include 3D printing,
electronics, board games, model
making and much more.
If there’s something you enjoy,
why not come along and tell
us about it.
For men aged 18+
£1 - Just turn up

Saturday 29 October, 10.30am - 11.30am
at Gateshead Central Library and
10.30am - 12pm at Birtley and
Leam Lane Libraries
Join us on RSPB Feed the Birds Day to make
some very simple bird feeders. For age 5+
£1 - Just turn up
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Emerald Explorers:
Autumn Art Workshop

Gateshead Camera Club Exhibition
Wednesday 2 - Friday 11 Nov, (Closed Sunday/Monday)
10am - 4pm, St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Thursday 3 November, 1pm - 3.30pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

The first annual Gateshead Camera Club (GCC) exhibition
was held on 4 March 1903 at Bewick Assembly Rooms. It was
opened by Walter de Lancey Wilson, Mayor of Gateshead.
The following day, the Newcastle Daily Chronicle reported
that 'members are to be complimented upon the excellence
of their initial show'. Fast forward 119 years, GCC are holding
their annual exhibition - the title is 'Gateshead, People, Places
and Pastimes'. Come along to see stunning images taken in
the Metropolitan Borough by a mixed ability inclusive club.
GCC meet at Gateshead Rugby Club on Thursday evenings
from September - April. For more information about joining
email: secretary@gatesheadcc.com or visit the website:
www.gatesheadcc.com
Free - Just turn up

Beginner Computer
Skills Workshop
With so much more that needs to be done
online, it’s sometimes hard to know
where to start especially if you don’t
have any computer skills. Whether
you’re completely new to computers
and tablets, need to book a GP
appointment or set up an email
account we can help in our
LifeSkills computer sessions.

For further details
please call 0191 433 8422 or
digitialteamlibs@gateshead.gov.uk

Enjoy papercutting around themes of nature
with artist Bethan Maddocks. We will explore
paper sculpture and various paper manipulation
techniques to make artwork inspired by flowers,
plants and the seasons. Adults only.
£10 (£5 if registered with Art Diamonds)
Pre-booking essential

Local History Origami
Monday 7 November, 2pm - 3.30pm
Leam Lane Library
Enjoy looking through old maps and
photographs of Leam Lane and surrounding
areas. Then, select your favourites to create some
simple origami shapes to take home. Suitable for
beginners. Refreshments available. Adults only.
£1 - Just turn up

Festive Decorations:
LED Acrylic Light
Monday 7 November, 6pm - 8pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library
Make a 3D personalised Christmas decoration.
Create your design, watch it being engraved with
our laser cutter and add it to a multi-coloured LED
base to see it come to life.
For age 14+
£7 - Pre-booking essential
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Festive Fun with Cricut
Tuesday 8 November, 10am - 12pm
Blaydon Library
Create a fabulous Christmas decoration with
our Cricut digital cutting machines. You must
have basic computer skills to take part. If you
don't feel confident about your skills, please get
in touch with us first. For age 16+
£4 - Pre-booking essential

History Wardrobe
presents: The Frock Shop
Thursday 10 November, 6.30pm - 8.30pm
Gateshead Central Library
Fashion shopping in the swinging Sixties
- all the 'happening' styles from couture
to boutique, featuring fab gear from Biba,
Quant and other favourite high street stores.
A riot of Lurex, Bri-nylon, crisp cottons and
Crimplene!
£7 - Pre-booking essential

Heritage Evening - Pubs,
Brewers and Beer
Tuesday 8 November 7pm, doors 6.30pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Pubs are a fascinating subject for local history.
Author Andrew Clark recalls this rich heritage
in the North East, remembering the great
breweries (such as Vaux, Scottish & Newcastle,
and Deuchars), the many pubs in Gateshead
and some of the famous brands of beer served
to local drinkers - such as Newcastle Brown Ale,
Double Maxim and Lochside Ales.
£3 - To book call 0191 433 4699 or visit
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com

Hug a Bear Storytime
Wednesday 9 November,
10am-10.30am at Blaydon and Crawcrook Libraries
10.30am - 11am at Gateshead Central Library and Leam Lane Library
Friday 11 November,
10.30am - 11am at Birtley Library and 2.30pm - 3pm at Pelaw Library
It was National Hug a Bear Day on 7 November but we’re going to celebrate today! Bring along
your bear and hug them while we listen to bear stories and do a simple craft. Suitable for under 5s.

A Tribute to the Birtley
Fallen Heroes of the
First World War
Friday 11 November, 9am - 5pm
Birtley Library
Birtley Heritage Group has carried
out research into some of the stories
of Birtley men who died in the First
World War and are named on Birtley
Cenotaph. Their stories and images
are presented in this exhibition.
There will also be a small poppy
display and additional stories of
Birtley men who died and are not
recorded - the forgotten heroes. If
you have any more information that
you can share with the Heritage
Group, they will be happy to hear
your story.
Free - Just turn up

Free - Just turn up
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Crafternoon Tea at Leam
Lane Library
Monday 14 November, 2pm - 3.30pm
Leam Lane Library
As the festive season approaches, join us to
create a personal gift for someone special.
A relaxed and friendly afternoon of crafts,
coffee and cake. All abilities welcome.
£2 - Pre-booking essential

St Mary’s Christmas Fair
Saturday 19 November, 11am - 3pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Browse our stalls for some unique and
handcrafted gifts within the beautiful
surroundings of St Mary’s for a magical
Christmas shopping experience. Festive
refreshments and homemade Christmas
treats will be available from the fantastic
volunteers of St Mary’s Heritage Group.
£1 entry for adults - Pay on the door
General enquiries: 0191 433 4699 or
heritage@gateshead.gov.uk

We Choose: Birtley Reading Hack Group
Tuesday 22 November, 3.30pm - 5pm at Birtley Library

Gateshead Art Society
74th Annual Exhibition

Activities that are 2kawaii4U. For ages 11-16 years.
Free - Just turn up

Saturday 12 November - 17 December
Tuesday - Friday, 10am - 4pm
Saturdays, 10am - 5pm
Closed Sundays and Mondays
Shipley Art Gallery
Highlighting art created by the society’s
members over the year, the exhibition
comprises of nearly 100 paintings with a
mixture of mediums, styles and subject
matters. The exhibition will also be
available online from the 12 November at
gatesheadartsociety.org.uk. All works are
for sale either in person at the Shipley, by
telephone at 0191 4771495, or by speaking
to a Shipley member of staff.
Free - Just turn up

Art Diamonds:
Make and Share
Christmas Decorations
Dolly Parton: The Queen
of Country Music

Wednesday 23 November, 11am - 1pm
Leam Lane Library

Friday 18 November, 2pm - 3pm
Gateshead Central Library

Our Art Diamonds are so talented that
they often lead their own workshops as
part of our Make and Share series. Join Mal
Moore to create your own textile Christmas
decorations from felt and fabric scraps. Keep
your creations to decorate your own tree or
pass on as a gift. For adults of retirement age.

A talk by Jim Lynch about the life of country
music icon, Dolly Parton.
Adults only.
Free - Pre-booking essential
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Emerald Explorers:
Winter Papercut Workshop

History Wardrobe presents: A Wartime Christmas

Thursday 24 November, 6pm - 8pm
Wailes Room, Gateshead Central Library

Join History Wardrobe to enjoy a 1940s party with fabulous vintage fashions! Christmas during
wartime shines a light on companionship, connections and making a little go a long way. In A
Wartime Christmas, we invite you to discover the delights of simple pleasures - warm clothes,
home-made gifts and decorations and, of course, delicious food (despite shortages). Find out
what to wear to dazzle by candlelight, how to sweeten the Christmas pudding and what treats
might be in your Christmas stocking. With special guest, Elsie Walton - full of fun and memories
of her own wartime childhood.

Thursday 1 December, 7pm - 8.15pm - Online via Zoom

Explore papercraft and collage with artist
Bethan Maddocks. Explore papercutting, paper
sculpture, and collage with a wide variety of
materials to make your own artworks to take
away or send to friends and family! Adults only.

£4 - Pre-booking essential		

£10/£5 Art Diamonds members
Pre-booking essential

Scan here to learn more about Zoom:

Christmas Origami with Gateshead Archive
Library Lates: Review of '22

Wor Dialect

Saturday 3 December, 10.30am - 12pm at Gateshead Central Library

Thursday 24 November, 7.15pm - 9.15pm
Gateshead Central Library

Thursday 24 November, 7pm
Pelaw Library

Join us at Library Lates for readings and
refreshments as we look back on 2022 in
books - the bestsellers, the prize winners,
the most talked about titles and some of our
personal favourites. Adults only.

A welcome return from Derek Minto
with a humorous talk about our lovely
Geordie dialect. Adults only.

Take a look through our archive material celebrating and advertising
Christmases from the past and choose some images to make your
own origami Christmas decorations. For families with children 6+

£4 - Pre-booking essential

£4 - Pay at venue
(£12 annual membership to Felling Local
History Society)

Christmas with Cricut
Saturday 26 November, 10am - 12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library
It’s never too early to think about Christmas gifts.
Learn how to create a Christmas inspired t-shirt using
our digital cutters and find out how you can book to
use the machines in our MakerPlace. All resources
provided. For age 14+.
£6 - Pre-booking essential
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£1 - Just turn up

Emerald Explorers:
Winter Stars
Willow Workshop
Saturday 3 December, 10am - 12pm
Wailes Room, Gateshead Central Library
Join artist Liz Beech to create your own willow stars
to decorate your home or give away as gifts this
winter. Liz will provide all the natural materials, tools
and inspiration to get you started. No experience
necessary.
Adults only.
£10 / £5 for Art Diamonds members.
Pre-booking essential.

September - December 2022
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Christmas with Cricut

Mince Pies & Gingerbread

Saturday 3 December, 10am -12pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Tuesday 6 December, Blaydon Library
Tuesday 13 December, Chopwell Library
Wednesday 14 Dec, Crawcrook Library
10am -12pm

Learn how to personalise your own Christmas
decoration that’s perfect for your tree using
our digital cutters and find out how you can
book to use the machines in our MakerPlace. All
resources provided. For age 14+
£6 - Pre-booking essential

Join us for coffee and and some Christmas
cheer. All ages welcome.
Donations to Elf Day, Alzheimers Society

Elf Yourself
Nightmare Before Christmas

Wednesday 7 December, 5.30pm - 7.30pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Saturday 3 December, 10.30am - 12pm
Blaydon Library

Create your own Elf Yourself t-shirt to
wear at Christmas events using our cricut
machines to cut some sparkly vinyl images.
Enjoy festive fizz (non-alcoholic), chocolates,
quizzes and games. For ages 16+

Have a very scary Christmas and a frightful New
Year. Come as your favourite character for our
fancy dress competition; decorate a t-shirt, try
out our 3D pens, pose in our photo booth and
much more. For age 10+

£8 (inc. donation to Alzheimers Society)
Pre booking essential (with size and
colour of t-shirt required)

£4 - Pre-booking essential
©andresconema/123rf.com

Emerald Explorers:
Japanese Gift Wrapping
Wednesday 7 December, 10.30am - 3.30pm
St Mary’s Heritage Centre
Join artist Yvette Ja Hawkins to learn the art of
Japanese gift wrapping. In this workshop you'll learn
how to make origami crackers, folded letters and
origami wrapping with wild flowers to wow friends
and family with your wrapping skills. All materials
provided and beginners welcome. Adults only.
£20 or £10 if an Art Diamond member
Pre-booking essential
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Have a Crafty Christmas
Saturday 10 December,
Crawcrook, Chopwell and Gateshead
Central Libraries
Saturday 17 December,
Gateshead Central Library
10.30am - 11.30am
Family craft session with lots of Christmas
crafts to try. Come and join us for an hour of
festive crafting fun!
For ages 4 - 9 years.
£1 - Just turn up
May - August 2022

59

Christmas Market and
Family Crafting
Saturday 10 December, 11am - 3pm
Shipley Art Gallery

Christmas at St Mary's

Join us for a relaxed Christmas shopping event in
the atmospheric surroundings of the gallery. An
opportunity to find unique Christmas gifts made
by local artists and craft makers. The gallery shop
will also be selling festive decorations, stocking
fillers, cards, gift wrap and jewellery. There will be
festive crafting activities for all the family. Drop in
to make a Christmas party hat or a jingle bell stick.
Activities run 11am - 3pm while stocks last.

St Mary’s Christmas
Tree Festival
Tuesday 6 - Thursday 22 December
10am - 4pm Tuesday to Saturday, closed
Sunday/Monday

Free - Just turn up (Donations welcome)
If you're a local artist/craft maker
who’d like to have a stall at the event,
please book via the Shipley website:

For this year’s annual Winter Festival, we
are joining the Emerald Explorer’s project
to celebrate the winter season! Visit this
historic building in all its festive glory as it
is filled with Christmas trees decorated by
local artists and community groups.

Make Your Own Snow Globe!

Free - Refreshments available to buy
General enquiries: 0191 433 4699 or
heritage@gateshead.gov.uk

Monday 12 December, 5pm - 6pm at Gateshead Central Library
Make your own winter wonderland snow globe! All materials provided. For ages 11 - 17 years.
Free - Pre-booking essential

Crafternoon Tea
Monday 12 December, 2pm - 3.30pm
Leam Lane Library
Brighten up your winter nights as we make
a seasonal candle holder. A relaxed and
friendly afternoon of crafts, coffee and cake.
All abilities welcome..
£2- Pre-booking essential
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Festive Heritage Folk
Music Evening
Tuesday 13 December
7pm, doors open 6.30pm
Come along and tap your feet to the sound
of the Axum Folk Ensemble, an eight-piece
band based in the North East of England
who will be playing traditional tunes from
the British Isles and beyond. Enjoy some
seasonal refreshments in the interval.
£3 - To book call 0191 433 4699 or visit
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com

Winter Festival Evenings
Thursday 8 & 15 December
7pm, doors open 6.30pm
Enjoy the festive sparkle of our Christmas
Tree Festival with a glass of mulled wine,
a mince pie and a special performance by
local musicians.
£5 - To book call 0191 433 4699 or visit
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com

Festive Coffee Morning
& Craft Workshop
Saturday 17 December,
10.30am - 12.30pm
Take some time out from Christmas
shopping and join us in our stunning
surroundings for a delicious festive treat
and a hot drink from the volunteers of St
Mary’s Heritage Group. Why not join in
with our Christmas Craft Workshop where
you can make some rustic tree ornaments?
Everyone welcome.
Free - Donations for refreshments
welcome. Crafts - £2 per person.
General enquiries: 0191 433 4699 or
heritage@gateshead.gov.uk
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Tuesday 13 December, 3.30pm - 5pm
Birtley Library

©andresconema/123rf.com

The Nightmare Before
Christmas: Birtley
Reading Hack Group

Christmas Coffee,
Craft & Colour
Wednesday 14 and 21 December,
10.30am - 12pm
Pelaw Library

An evening of not-so-Christmas themed
activities! For age 11 - 16 years.

A festive morning of coffee and cakes and
some gentle crafts or colouring.
Adults only.

Free - Just turn up

Suggested donation of £1 - Just turn up

Reindeer
Rhymetimes

Dashing Through
the Snow: Christmas
Storytimes and Crafts

Tuesday 13 December:
2pm - 2.30pm at Blaydon Library
Thursday 15 December:
9.30am - 10am at Crawcrook Library
Friday 16 December:
10.30am - 11am at Leam Lane Library
Monday 19 December:
10.30am at Pelaw Library
Tuesday 20 December:
10am and 11am at Birtley Library

Santa Saturdays
Saturday 10 and 17 December,
10.30am - 12pm
Birtley Library
Family crafts with a seasonal theme.
Free - Donations welcome
Just turn up

Friday 16 and 23 December:
10am - 10.30am at Birtley Library
Friday 16 and 23 December:
2.30pm - 3pm at Pelaw Library
Wednesday 14 and 21 December:
10am - 10.30am at Leam Lane Library
Listen to some favourite Christmas stories with
some simple crafts to take home!
Free - Just turn up

Wednesday 21 December:
9.30am at Wrekenton Library
Dash all the way and join us for some
wonderful Christmas rhymes and lots of
fun for little ones! Why not come dressed
up in your favourite festive outfit and
shake your sleighbells to really get into the
spirit of the season.
Suitable for under 5s.
Free - Just turn up
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Have a very merry
Christmas and a happy
New Year from everyone at
Gateshead Live!
Don't forget to check out our regular
weekly events on the following pages...
September - December 2022
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Regular Activities
Minecraft Club

Young Adult Reading Group

Mondays, 5pm - 6pm
Leam Lane Library

Meets monthly on Mondays
19 September, 17 October,
21 November, 19 December
5.45pm - 6.45pm
Gateshead Central Library

Meet your friends and play Minecraft. No
dynamite allowed! Bring your tablet or use
one of ours (limited availability). For ages 6+
Free - Just turn up

Dementia Support
Pictures to Share

Playlist for Life

When someone has dementia they find
it difficult to understand the world and
to communicate with family, friends
and carers. Pictures to Share books help
prompt meaningful conversation about
a wide range of subjects, but can also
be enjoyed even when the person with
dementia is no longer able to talk. We
have a collection of books that can
be loaned to use with a group to help
improve mood, relieve depression and
calm agitation, providing an opportunity
to enjoy shared time together with
friends, family or carers.

Listening to a personalised playlist can
improve the lives of those living with
dementia, their families and carers.
Personalised playlists can reduce anxiety,
improve mood, make difficult tasks more
manageable, evoke memories that can
help families and carers connect.

For more information contact:
libraries@gateshead.gov.uk
or visit picturestoshare.co.uk

Gateshead Libraries stock a range of free
information to help start conversations,
select song choices and help to create
playlists.
For more information please visit:
www.playlistforlife.org.uk/about-us

Emerald Explorers
Book Butterflies

Meet up, snack and chat about books.
For age 12 - 16 years.
Free - Just turn up

Mondays: 5 and 19 Sep, 3 and 17 Oct,
7 and 21 Nov, 5 Dec, 5pm - 6pm
Gateshead Central Library
Join us for fun activities focused on the
outdoors, nature and books. We’ll have a
different theme at every session and will try
to spend some of the sessions in the library
garden, so please dress appropriately for the
weather. For age 5 - 7 years.
Free - Just turn up

Warhammer
Alternate Mondays from 12 September
5pm - 6.30pm
Gateshead Central Library
Build and paint your collection, get army
advice, discuss tactics or battle with other
players. Models and paints provided in club.
For age 10 - 17 years.
£1 - Just turn up
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Gateshead CD Preservation
Society
Mondays (as shown below) 5pm
The Sound Gallery
Gateshead Central Library
Monday night is music night! Well at least
once a month at the Sound Gallery when
we listen to a classic CD album and discuss
it afterwards. Sick of streaming? Go back to
the CD, all is forgiven. Long live the compact
disc! Here are our upcoming dates...

Birtley Reading Hack Group
Tuesdays: 13 and 27 Sep, 11 and 25 Oct,
8 and 22 Nov, 13 Dec, 3.30pm - 5pm
Birtley Library
Learn new skills and gain experience
through our volunteering opportunities for
young people, designed by young people.
Make new friends while you plan your own
events, promote a range of young adult
novels and engage in activities that are
important to you. For age 11 - 16 years.

Monday 19 September:
Are you Experienced? by Jimi Hendrix

Free - Just turn up

Monday 17 October:
The Stone Roses by The Stone Roses.

Crawcrook Crime Club

Monday 21 November:
Exodus by Bob Marley & the Wailers

Tuesdays: 27 Sep, 25 Oct and 29 Nov
2pm - 3pm, Crawcrook Library

Monday 19 December:
The Who Sell Out by The Who

Join us to discuss new authors and titles
from Scandi-Noir, police procedurals and
psychological thrillers. Adults only.

Free - Just turn up

If you would like to come along, contact:
lynnecorder@gateshead.gov.uk

Sewing Bee

Chatterbooks

Wednesday, 2pm - 3.30pm
MakerPlace, Gateshead Central Library

Thursdays, 3.30pm- 4.15pm
Pelaw Library

Join our friendly, informal sewing group.
Bring along a project that you’re working on
and chat with others interested in sewing.
We have machines you can use or bring
your own. Adults only.

If you love books and can’t stop chatting
about them, then this is the group for you.
Lots of fun activities. For age 7+
Free - Just turn up

Free - Just turn up

Crime Fiction Reading Group
Woolly Wednesdays
Wednesdays, 2pm at Birtley and
Leam Lane Libraries
Knit and natter or craft and chat. Bring your
needles and know-how or ask for help to
cast on. All ages and abilities welcome.
Free - Just turn up
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Thursdays: 1 Sep, 6 Oct, 3 Nov and 8 Dec
5.45pm - 6.45pm
Gateshead Central Library
Join us to discuss new authors and titles
from Scandi-Noir, police procedurals and
psychological thrillers. Adults only.
If you would like to come along, contact:
heleneddon@gateshead.gov.uk
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Death Café

Reading Friends

Thursday 15 September and third
Thursday of the month
Birtley Library 10am - 12pm

Fridays (as shown below)
2pm - 3.30pm
Gateshead Central Library

Death seems to be a taboo subject in our
society but research has shown that talking
about your end of life plans can be a relief for
you, your friends and family. Death Café is a
friendly and welcoming space to talk about
all aspects of dying in a relaxed and informal
setting. Tea and cake available. Adults only.
Free - Just turn up
Suggested donation of £2

Do you want to enjoy a relaxing afternoon
in a warm welcoming space? Come along
and enjoy tea and cake and get creative
at our monthly craft and chat sessions.
Sponsored by The Friends of Gateshead
Central Library.
Everyone welcome. We especially welcome
people living with dementia and their
supporters.

Gateshead Pokemon Club

Friday 9 September:
Make origami bowls

Thursdays from 4pm
Tournaments start at 5.15pm
Gateshead Central Library
Join the fun, make new friends, learn to play!
Tournaments and casual play. For age 10+
Free - Just turn up

Equal Arts Creative Friends
Fridays, 1pm - 3pm at Birtley Library
We’ll be working with a variety of creative
artists to explore a range of writing and arts
activities. Sessions are dementia friendly
and for people aged 55+ and their
families and care givers. Why not come
along and give it a try?
Suggested donation of £3
Pre-booking essential
Tel: 0191 2611619 or email:
information@equalarts.org.uk

Friday 13 October:
What will you create at our maker table?
Friday 11 November:
Photo memories. Share your family photos
and make a collage.
Friday 9 December:
Wreath-making and Christmas quiz.
Free - Just turn up

Friday Film Club

Chatterbooks

Fridays: 9 Sep, 7 Oct, 18 Nov & 16 Dec
2pm - 3pm
Gateshead Central Library

Saturdays: 10 Sep, 8 Oct, 5 Nov & 3 Dec
10.30am - 11.30am
Gateshead Central Library

September sees the welcome return of the
Friday Film Club. Do you enjoy films and do
you enjoy talking about them? If so, then
this club is right up your street. Each month
we chat about a different subject, come
along and join us! See our monthly themes
below:

Join us to chat about books, choose what to
read next and recommend some fantastic
books. We’ll have a different theme every
month from fantasy to animal stories and
history to family stories with activities linked
to our themes. For age 8 - 12 years.

October: Special guest - Mark Iveson, author
of Vincent Price: The British Connection

Saturday Morning Craft Club

November: The films of 1972

Saturdays: 10.30am - 12pm, Birtley Library

December: Christmas films

What’s on the craft table today - glue,
games, or glitter? Suitable for families.

Adults only
Free - Just turn up
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Free - Just turn up

September: David Cronenberg

Free - Donations welcome.
Just turn up
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Weekly fun for tots
Rhymetimes

Storytime

Songs and rhymes suitable for under 5s and
their grown ups.

Stories and activities suitable for under 5s
and their grown ups.

Birtley Library
Every Tuesday - 2 sessions
10am - 10.30am and 11am - 11.30am
Free - Pre book at Birtley Library
Tel: 0191 433 6101

Leam Lane Library
Every Wednesday, 10.30am - 11am
Free - Pre-book at Leam Lane Library
Tel: 0191 433 6428

Pelaw Library
Every Monday, 10am - 10.30am
Free - Pre-book at Pelaw Library
Tel: 0191 433 6409
Blaydon Library
Every Tuesday, 2pm - 2.30pm
Free - Just turn up
Crawcrook Library
Every Thursday, 9.30am - 10am
Free - Just turn up
Leam Lane Library
Every Friday, 10.30am - 11am
Free - Pre-book at Leam Lane Library
Tel: 0191 433 6428
Wrekenton Hub
Wednesdays (term-time only)
9.30am - 10am
Free - Pre-book at Leam Lane Library
Tel: 0191 433 6428
Gateshead Central Library
Every Friday - 2 sessions
10am - 10.30am and 11am - 11.30am
Free- Pre-booking essential. Tickets available
from venue.
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How to book one
of our events
Book events online by visiting:
gatesheadlibraries.eventbrite.com
or call Gateshead Central Library
on 0191 433 8420 unless
otherwise stated in the listing.

Blaydon Library
Every Wednesday, 9.30am - 10am
Free - Just turn up
Gateshead Central Library
Every Wednesday
10.30am - 11am
Free - Just turn up
Birtley Library
Every Friday, 10.30am - 11am
Free - Pre-book at Birtley Library
Tel: 0191 433 6101
Pelaw Library
Every Friday,
2.30pm - 3pm
Free - Pre-book
at Pelaw Library
0191 433 6409

We hope you enjoyed Live!

Look out for the next edition covering
events from January - April 2023...
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