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For more information about the progress of the building and a virtual tour  
of the new centre visit: www.qegateshead.nhs.uk/emergencycarecentre 

The new Emergency Care Centre will modernise the 
way patients are cared for during an emergency, by 
bringing together a wide range of services including:

• accident and emergency

• walk in centre

• GP services

• medical & surgical assessment 

• urgent children’s services 

This year we’re investing £32m in a brand new building at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, which will 
bring state-of-the-art healthcare to you. Our bright modern building includes single occupancy, and 
en suite rooms for all patients in the short stay wards.

Coming soon:
A new emergency care centre for Gateshead

There when you need us the most
Whether it is for a sprained ankle, a child with a really 
high temperature through to broken bones, major 
accidents and strokes and heart attacks, this new centre 
in Gateshead, will be the place to come.

You will be seen immediately by a nurse who will assess 
your situation and point you in the right direction to get 
the care that best suits your problem. Using the latest 
technology, you can be x-rayed, scanned and tested 
to help our highly specialised team of experts tell you 
quickly what is wrong.
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WELCOME to 
our Autumn 
issue. Inside we 
say welcome 
to nearly 1,000 
Northumbria 
University 
students taking 
up residence in 
Gateshead Town 
Centre in their 
new state of the art 
accommodation.  

There’s details about our ‘Gateshead 
Roll of Honour’ going online for the 
first time which lists local men who 
died in World War One.  And with 
Remembrance Day coming up soon we 
list some of the services taking place, as 
well as information about the Field of 
Remembrance.

We ask for your nominations for our 
next group of Local Heroes to be 
honoured with plaques on the quayside 
as well as inviting you to cast your vote 
in the annual Gateshead Awards.  

And we answer the question ‘What do 
I pay my council tax for?’ in our special 
feature on where our money comes 
from and where it goes, in terms of the 
services we provide.  

Our Health Matters section focusses on 
a new campaign to encourage more 
of us to give up smoking with a very 
personal view from a local resident.  
And it’s the time of year to start thinking 
about getting your annual flu jab – we 
tell you how.  

There’s news of how a young resident 
got her apprenticeship, how new retail 
businesses can get a helping hand, and 
how one of Tyneside’s oldest shopping 
streets has been transformed.

All this plus new peacock chicks in 
Saltwell Park, and some great events 
to look forward to including Family 
Sculpture Day, Bonfire Night events, the 
Juice Festival and Enchanted Parks.

Welcome 
from Leader of the Council, 
Councillor Mick Henry

Leader of the Council,
Councillor Mick Henry

Sculpture Day 
2014  Page 29
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NEWS

w

News in brief
Jobs boost

Innovative Gateshead business 
Sevcon is set to double its north east 
engineering team to 80 and recruit 
additional worldwide sales staff.   
The company manufacture electric 
and off-road hybrid vehicles.

Parents in Power
Parents In Power is holding a 
Disability Information Day on 
Thursday 27, 11am-2pm, in the 
Bewick Room, Gateshead Civic Centre 
- for parents/carers who have a child 
with special education needs and/or 
disability.  Call 0191 490 1032 or  
events@parentsinpower.co.uk

Queen’s Birthday Honours List
Lord Lieutenant of Tyne & Wear, 
Nigel Sherlock was made a Knight 
Commander of the Victorian Order – 
a gift from the Queen herself.  

Know Your Councillors
Details of your local councillors, how 
to contact them, where and when 
surgeries are held and lots more is 
available online at www.gateshead.
gov.uk.  You can also download 
a copy of the latest ‘Know Your 
Councillor’ poster.

Ethical
Traidcraft, based on Team Valley 
Trading Estate, has been voted one of 
the top three most ethical companies 
in the UK.

New Music Director
Royal Northern Sinfonia’s new Music 
Director is German virtuoso pianist 
and conductor Lars Vogt. He replaces 
Thomas Zehetmair who held the post 
for 12 years. 

For queries about Council 
services 0191 433 3000

customerservices@gateshead.
gov.uk

www.gateshead.gov.uk

World War One
People all around the world can 
remember family members from 
Gateshead who fell in the Great War 
now an important historical document 
has gone online.

“The Roll of Gateshead Men Who Nobly 
Fell”, is a large leather-bound book 
which lists men from the old borough 
of Gateshead who were killed in the 
First World War. Formerly housed in the 
cenotaph on Prince Consort Road, it has 
been held at Gateshead Central Library 
for conservation purposes for some 
years and is rarely seen.

However, as part of a Heritage Lottery 
Fund project to mark the centenary of 

the First World War, the Gateshead Roll 
of Honour has been digitised and is 
now available to view and search at 
www.localhistorygateshead.com

For a number of reasons, some people 
were omitted from the Roll of Honour. 
We are now compiling a supplementary 
list to honour the names of those not 
included. If you would like to register 
a name visit 
the website 
for more 
information. 

Remembrance Day Services
• Sunday 9 November 

Cenotaph, Prince Consort Road. Service will start at 10.45am followed by a 
wreath laying ceremony and a march past

• Sunday 9 November 
Leave Birtley Community Centre at 10.35am for Birtley Cenotaph for 
10.45am service and a wreath laying ceremony

• Sunday 9 November 
Assemble at Fellside Road, Whickham at 10.30am and proceed to the War 
Memorial for a wreath laying ceremony at 11am, followed by a service in  
St Mary’s Church

• Tuesday 11 November 
Trinity Methodist Church, Blaydon at 7pm – Service including prayers, 
music and video footage

All information was correct at time of going to print – please check the 
Gateshead Council website www.gateshead.gov.uk for the latest information, 
including a full list of services taking place, or contact the Mayor’s Secretary on 
0191 433 2011.

For the third year running, there will be 
a Field of Remembrance in Saltwell Park 
– the only one between London and 
Edinburgh.  

Remembrance Crosses will be available 
for a small donation in various venues 
around Gateshead including the atrium of 
the Civic Centre and the café in Saltwell 
Towers from Monday 27 October.  

It’s hoped that thousands of 
Remembrance Crosses will be placed 
on Saturday 1 November  following 

a dedication ceremony at 10.30am 
attended by the Mayor of Gateshead 
together with other civic heads from 
the north east and representatives of 
the Armed Forces.

Field of Remembrance
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Gateshead Foodbank
Local charity Gateshead Foodbank 
is holding two fundraisings events 
to help them support local people in 
crisis who need their services.

Saturday 4 October – Ceilidh, at 
Gateshead Civic Centre at 7.30pm.  
Tickets £10

Saturday 18 October – Jane Kitson 
Geordie Night, at Low Fell Rugby 
Club, at 7.30pm.  Tickets £10

For tickets call 0191 421 9704 
fundraising@gatesheadfoodbank.org                 

For more information on the 
work of Gateshead Foodbank or 
to volunteer for the charity please 
phone: 0191 487 0898 or email 
info@gatesheadfoodbank.org or 
go online at:  
www.gateshead.foodbank.org.uk

NEWS

Fraud watch 
This autumn the Council will begin 
its involvement in the 2014/15 
National Fraud Initiative.  Since 1996, 
approximately £1.17 billion of fraud, 
overpayments and other errors have 
been identified nationally by matching 
data within and between participating 
organisations. 

We are required to submit data on: 
housing benefits, council tax, payroll, 
pensions, students loans, suppliers, 
housing tenants, housing right to buy, 
payments to care homes, personal 
budgets, disabled parking passes, 
residents parking passes, concessionary 
travel passes, electoral register, 
insurance claims, taxi driver licenses, 
market trader licenses, and licenses for 
the supply of alcohol. 

Matches found within the Council’s 
own data, and between the Council and 
other organisations, are sent back to the 
Council to investigate. 

For further information contact 
Tanya Rossington on 
0191 433 2192 or email  
tanyarossington@gateshead.gov.uk

Roadworks on a main route into 
Gateshead have been delayed by 
unexpected complications involving a 
large gas main.

The re-modelling of the busy Kingsway 
North junction on Lobley Hill Road was 
due to have been completed earlier this 
summer. It is now expected that it will 
not be completed until early November.

The delays have been caused by a 
gas main which runs along the West 
side of Kingsway North. Northern Gas 
Networks had advised that this would 
not need to be moved. However, during 
construction work their advice changed 
and the gas main has now been diverted.

Gateshead Council director of transport 
strategy, Nick Clennett, said: “This is 
not a situation we wanted to be in and 
it’s one that has been totally out of 
our control. We understand that this is 
causing inconvenience for motorists 
and for people who live locally. We’re 
doing all we can to complete the works 
as quickly as possible.”

When work is completed the Kingsway 
Junction will feature new traffic lights 
to ease the flow for motorists along 
with new facilities for buses, pedestrians 
and cyclists without reducing the space 
available for other road users.

Lobley Hill Road delays

Residents of Prince George Square 
in Felling held a street party this 
summer to celebrate moving into 
their new homes and to mark the 
first birthday of Prince George – after 
whom the new development is named. 

The 24 new homes have been built 
as part of a £2.5 million project 
that has transformed the site of 
the former Felling Pool which was 
demolished in 2011. The site was 
identified by the Council as one 
where we wanted to see affordable 
homes provided. Construction on the 
homes, by Galliford Try Partnerships 
North, started shortly after Prince 
George was born last year. To mark 
this, affordable housing provider 
Home Group decided to name the 
development Prince George Square.

One of the new homeowners David 
Lumsden planted a communal tree 

with Ian Tallentire of Home Group 
to officially mark the 1st birthday 
of Prince George and the official 
unveiling of homes in Prince George 
Square.

Prince George Square

Home Group customer David 
Lumsden and Ian Tallentire, Home 
Group director of development 
operations

An intensive ‘boot camp’ style course 
aimed at helping turn creative 
business ideas into reality is being 
offered to Gateshead residents. 

The five day course, created by 
Design Network North, is intended to 
give high quality advice and coaching 
to people thinking of starting their 
own creative business. Areas covered 

include product development, trend 
spotting, marketing, finance and fund 
raising.

Runs from 20 October at Northern 
Design Centre.

For further information,  
to register your interest, email 
janine.marshall@rtcnorth.co.uk or 
phone 0191 499 8386.

Business boot camp
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Happy Birthday
This December, Sage 
Gateshead celebrates 
its 10th birthday with a 
whole host of concerts 
and special events. 

In the week before Christmas 
the venue will open its doors for 
a five day festival to celebrate 
the big birthday with the best 
of the region’s music together 
with international stars, dramatic 
new commissions, films and 
special displays about the iconic 
building its design and legendary 
acoustics.  The celebrations will 
continue throughout the next 12 
months when there will be more 
celebratory concerts.

Major announcements will be 
made very soon – to find out 
the latest updates go to  
www.sagegateshead.com

NEWS

Gateshead Awards 2014

Volunteer of the Year
Alison Bellinger 
Iris Dodds 
Menachem Moscovitch 
Evelyn Parry 
Lesley Somerville 

Voluntary Organisation of the Year
FOGS (Friends of Gibside School) 
Gateshead Interfaith Forum 
Gateshead People 

Carer of the Year (18+)
Elizabeth Hewitson 
Benny Jennings 
Margaret Stanbury 
Shirley Soulsby 

Young Achiever of the Year 
Rebecca Cruxton 
Karl Henderson 
Kirsty Wilson 

Sports Club of the Year 
Birtley Amateur Swimming Club 
Birtley Young People’s Club 
Gateshead Redheugh 1957 
Whickham Fellside Youth FC 

Sports Coach of the Year
Brian Blackburn 
Phil Dobson 
Jan Lawton 
Tom Millmore 
Graeme Rutherford 

Sports Achiever 
Richard Kilty 
Chris Parker 

Maureen Chaplin Young Sports 
Achiever of the Year 
Amelia Bateman 
Calum Johnson 
Sophie Merrix 
Lydia Turner 

The shortlist for the Gateshead Awards 2014 is given below.  To vote you can go  
online at: www.gateshead.gov.uk/gatesheadawards or use the coupon below. 
The deadline is Friday 3 October with the awards ceremony taking place on Monday 13 October 2014.   
Full details of the nominees are on our website or can be requested from the Mayor’s Secretary on 0191 433 2011.

And your winner is…
Tick ONE in each category and post the coupon to: Gateshead Council, Council News, FREEPOST NEA 3381, Gateshead NE8 1BR 
OR go online at www.gateshead.gov.uk  Deadline Friday 3 October. One entry per person or email address.

It may still officially be autumn, but we 
are already gearing up for winter.

Last year’s unusually mild winter means 
we are going into the coming winter 
with around 14,000 tons of salt left 
over from last year. Depending on the 
weather, that should get us through the 
first few months of winter, but there’s 
another 6,000 tonnes on order just in 
case.

The gritting fleet is being readied, with 
lorries ready to hit the road anytime 
from the middle of October if needs be.

Once again, the Council’s website will 
have a special winter page where you’ll 
be able to find details of all the roads 
we grit, emergency phone numbers in 
case the weather turns really bad, and 
a link to a special page which allows 
you connect to every traffic camera in 
the region so you can see if it is safe to 
travel.

We’ll have more information in the 
December issue of Council News.

“Oh, the weather outside is frightful...”
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NEWS

Gateshead Centre improvements
Anyone who uses the Oakwellgate 
junction as a motorist, pedestrian 
or cyclist knows it is a busy and 
complicated intersection.  But work is 
about to start that will ease travellers’ 
journeys using this route on the 
approaches to the Tyne Bridge.

Plans include removing the tight left 
turn that currently allows traffic to 
turn off the A167 heading towards 
Newcastle and onto the A184 Askew 
Road. Instead A184 traffic would 
continue straight ahead at the 
current junction of the A184 and 
A167 and re-join the A184 at the 
bottom of Prince Consort Road.

Removing the left turn from the A167 
onto the A184 will allow pedestrian 
crossings to be completely 
redesigned and reduce the waiting 
time for traffic using the A167 to 
cross the Tyne Bridge. 

The new crossings will also allow 
pedestrians and cyclists to cross 
both the A167 and A184 in one 
stage rather than having to wait in 
the central reservation or on islands 
surrounded by fast moving traffic. 
Other lanes and road signage in the 
area would also be redesigned to 
ease the flow of traffic.

w

News in brief
Store fined 

The owners of Winlaton News on 
Tyne Street have been fined over 
£1,000 by magistrates for selling 
alcohol to an underage customer.  If 
you believe alcohol is being sold to 
underage customers, call Trading 
Standards on 0191 433 3987.

Award
The Council’s Job Linkage Team 
has won an award for its role in 
the ‘Best of Blaydon’ project’ at the 
National Institute of Adult Continuing 
Education regional awards. The team 
contribution included an intensive 
2-3 week job search course for young 
unemployed people aged 18 -24 in 
the Blaydon area.

One million thanks
The North East has won £1 million 
worth of free advertising at 
Healthrow Airport – thanks to 
thousands of local people across 
the region who voted in the online 
poll organised by the airport and 
VisitBritain.

Spelling Bee success
Congratulations to Front Street 
Primary School who  beat 11 other 
primary schools to win the first 
Gateshead Spelling Bee.

Web wise
Report a missed bin, renew a library 
book, apply for blue badge, comment 
on a planning application, book 
tickets and lots more.  You’ll be 
amazed at what you can do without 
leaving home. To find out more visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk

Local offer

Find out more about the services 
Gateshead Council offers to children 
with special education needs and 
their families.   
www.gateshead.gov.uk/localoffer

For queries about Council services 
0191 433 3000

customerservices@gateshead.gov.uk

www.gateshead.gov.uk

New Mayor
Long serving Birtley Councillor Neil 
Weatherley has been elected Mayor 
of Gateshead with support from his 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Alex Geddes.

Councillor Weatherley said: “I feel 
tremendously honoured to be the 
Mayor of Gateshead. Representing 
Gateshead’s residents is a tremendous 
privilege and my wife and I are looking 
forward to being ambassadors for 
Gateshead and we hope to have the 
opportunity to provide a showcase for 
our town throughout the region.”

During a typical year, the Mayor will 
attend around 1,000 functions ranging 
from receiving a Royal visit or foreign 
delegation to visiting a primary school, 

a local community centre or a couple 
celebrating a diamond wedding 
anniversary. 

Councillor Weatherley will raise funds 
for the Mayor’s charity during his year 
in office and has nominated the Royal 
British Legion, The Alzheimer’s Society, 
STEPS and 4C’s as his chosen charities.

Joey Essex was in Gateshead recently 
encouraging young people to find out 
more about apprenticeships. 

The TV celebrity and winner of  ‘I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here’, attracted 
over 350 school and college leavers 
aged 16-24. They not only met their 
idol, but picked up useful information 
on apprenticeships and talked face 
to face with employers, tutors and 
careers advisers.  Following the event, 
which was organised by the Council’s 
learningSkills service, 100 young people 
attended an Apprentice Pool event 
to be considered for one of the 55 
apprenticeships currently available.

 If you are aged 16-24 and interested 
in apprenticeships, an induction day 
is held every Thursday at the Dryden 
Centre in Low Fell (times vary).   
To book your place call  
0191 433 8727 or email 
apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk

Joey Essex Live
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Which Local Hero is missing?
We’re asking local people, ‘Which local 
hero is missing?’ as we call for  
nominations to add to the 
plaques  featured as part of 
NewcastleGateshead’s ‘Walk of Fame’ 
style trail.

Opened last year by Lady Elsie Robson, 
wife of the late Sir Bobby Robson, the 
trail currently features 20 local heroes 
nominated by the public who are 
commemorated with a bronze plaque 
on NewcastleGasteshead’s iconic 
Quayside.

From Ant and Dec to Alan Shearer, 
Dame Margaret Barbour to Professor 
Peter Higgs, Local Heroes is all about 
those individuals either from or with 
strong links to the area that have 
made a significant contribution to 
NewcastleGateshead over the past  
60 years.

One of the Local Heroes chosen by 
the public last year was TV personality 
Robson Green, who said: “I really was 
amazed when I learned of the project 

last year. To be selected alongside 
so many inspirational people, from 
sporting legends to scientists, was truly 
humbling and I look forward to seeing 
who will be honoured with a bronze 
plaque this time around.”

You have until 30 September to submit 
your ideas for new Geordie heroes to 
be added to the trail.  Nominations will 
then be put to a panel who will select 
up to six new heroes to be immortalised 
in bronze.

NewcastleGateshead Local Heroes 
is delivered and managed jointly 
by Gateshead and Newcastle 
City Councils in partnership with 
destination marketing organisation, 
NewcastleGateshead Initiative.

Get nominating!
Local Hero nomination cards are 
available to complete at libraries 
and customer contact centres 
across Newcastle and Gateshead, 
or you can nominate online at 
www.NewcastleGateshead.com/
LocalHeroes, via Twitter and 
Instagram: #NGlocalheroes or 
by post to: Gateshead Council, 
Council News FREEPOST NEA3381, 
Gateshead, NE8 1BR 

Brendan Foster with his Local Heroes 
plaque at the opening of the trail last year.

The way in which you register to vote 
has recently changed and you will have 

received a letter about this from us 
telling you about the new system.

Most of you are now 
successfully registered under 

the new system, but some 
voters have not responded 

and reminder letters have 
been sent out at the 

beginning of this 
month. 

If you received 
one of these, it is 
important that 
you respond. If 
you don’t, you 
will receive a visit 

at home and be asked to provide 
the information we need to get you 
properly registered.

Anyone who does not register under 
the new system risks losing their right 
to vote. Not being registered also 
makes it difficult to gain any kind 
of credit and may prevent you from 
opening a bank account or getting a 
mobile phone contract.

If you have moved recently, or your 
personal details have changed in any 
way, you should contact Electoral 
Services on 0191 433 7001, or 
electoralservices@gateshead.gov.uk 
to update your details on the register 
of electors.

Individual Electoral Registration

We need your views on…  Polling arrangements
We are looking at where polling stations should be located across the borough 
for future elections and would like to know what you think.  You can give your 
views online at www.gateshead.gov.uk/consultations or pick up a printed 
survey at Birtley, Blaydon, Central, Chopwell, Leam Lane and Whickham libraries 
as well as at Gateshead Civic Centre main reception.  The consultation is open 
until Friday 3 October.

A1 improvements
Work to improve the A1 Western 
Bypass started last month. Once 
completed, the A1 Coal House 
to Metrocentre improvement 
scheme will see 3.89 miles of the 
A1 widened to three lanes.

As well as widening the A1, a new 
0.33 mile parallel link road will be 
built next to the A1, for north and 
south-bound traffic,  between 
Lobley Hill and Gateshead Quays. 
This will provide a route for local 
road users, helping to keep traffic 
moving on the A1.

Drivers should note that 
northbound and southbound 
closures will be in place on 10 and 
11 October between 8pm and 
6am. 

For more details visit  
www.highways.gov.uk/
A1CoalhouseMetroCentre   
or call the Highways Agency 
Information Line on  
0300 123 5000.
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FEATURE

Store flips its way into square

The business, set-up by local 
entrepreneurs Paula and Lee Elliot in 
2006, was one of the first independent 
skate shops to open in the North East. 
It is also the only place in the region 
to pick up a whole host of top-name 
brands.

Skate Shack prides itself in supporting 
local skating talent as well as 
encouraging people of all ages to take 
part in the sport. The company, which 
also has a thriving online business, 
moved to Trinity Square from intu 
Metrocentre.

The bigger premises will allow it to 
stock a greater range of products in-
store, including women’s streetwear.

Exciting
Director of the business, Paula Elliot 
said: “Trinity Square is a vibrant centre 
and we are delighted to call it our new 

home!  It’s exciting to be expanding 
the business in an area that we know 

so well and that has a well-established 
skating culture – thanks to both an 
indoor and outdoor skate park on our 
doorstep.

“Our sales team are skateboarders 
themselves, they have the knowledge 
to provide expert advice to our 
customer, whether they’re seasoned 
skaters or wanting to try the sport 
for the first time.  We look forward 
to expanding our in-store range and 
growing the business in Gateshead, 
an area that is thriving thanks to 
investment in the town.”

Council Leader, Mick Henry, said: “To 
create the successful centre we all 
want, Gateshead needs a vibrant mix of 
well-known brands and unique stores 
like Skate Shack.  They are a welcome 
addition to Trinity Square.”

An independent skate boarding shop is the latest store to open its doors at  
Trinity Square in Gateshead Centre.

Alex Jewell of Skate Shack in Trinity Square

STUDENTS!  If you need to contact the Council during your stay you can phone 0191 433 3000 or visit our website 
for more information on Council services, volunteering, what’s on and lots more.  www.gateshead.gov.uk/hello 

Hello students
Students have moved into the 
brand new Northumbria University 
accommodation in Trinity Square. 
The first students arrived in the 
first weeks of September.

One of the first was 20-year-old Rachel 
Kemp who is studying a degree in 
childcare and early years. Rachel, from 
Darlington, was excited to be among 
the first to settle in to her new home.

“It was the location that attracted me 
to Trinity Square. It’s brilliant; I can just 
pop downstairs to go to the cinema or 
to go for a meal at Nando’s or Frankie 
and Benny’s. I can literally just bring 
my shopping up in the lift from Tesco 
virtually 24/7.”   

The student accommodation includes 
space for 993 students. As well as 
modern, en-suite rooms they have 
facilities like high speed wi-fi, fitness 
facilities and a multi-use games area. 
The five stylish blocks sit above the 
shopping area of the £150 million 
Trinity Square development and enjoy 
stunning views over the Tyne gorge.

Council Leader, Mick Henry, said: “It was 
great to see Rachel genuinely excited 
about moving to Trinity Square.  The 
arrival of the students is one of the final 
pieces in the Trinity Square jigsaw and 
I’m sure they’ll bring a new boost to the 
economy of Gateshead.”

Rachel Kemp in Trinity Square

Angela Douglas cllr.adouglas@gateshead.gov.uk 0191 460 3477 
John Eagle cllr.jeagle@gateshead.gov.uk 0191 422 4874 
Bob Goldsworthy cllr.bgoldsworthy@gateshead.gov.uk 0191 469 5082

You are represented by the following 
Labour Councillors from Bridges Ward: 
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COUNCIL BUDGET

What do I pay my council tax for?
It’s a question we often get asked...
Your council tax goes towards helping us pay for a whole range 
of services that make a difference to you, your family and your 
local community. But, the council tax you pay only makes up 
18% of our overall budget of £405.36 million. The majority of 
the Council’s money comes from the government in the form of 
grants, some of which we can only spend on certain things like 
schools and health and other sources such as business rates. 

Our services
Gateshead Council along with much of local government across the country, has seen huge cuts in funding since 2010.  We have 
reduced our spend by £90.6 million, but we still provide over 100 services to you and your family.  There are services that everyone 
sees such as street cleaning, grass cutting, street lights, and road maintenance, and services that only a few people get, but really 
need, such as care for older people, vulnerable children and adults and specialist health services.  Although only a small number of 
people get these services, they are expensive for us to provide. We also need to invest in the future to make sure that Gateshead is 
a place where people want to live, work and feel safe.

Although our costs have gone up, the money  
you pay in council tax has stayed the same  
for the last four years. 

Almost a quarter of our annual budget is spent on supporting older people and  
vulnerable children in our borough.

5m
waste and
recycling

bins emptied

In a typical year...
food
hygiene
inspections

644£22m invested 
in housing

280
Community  

organisations supported grass cut 
equivalent of 

260,000 
football 
pitches5,300older  

people
receiving  
care costs £68m

vulnerable children and 
young people cared for 
costs

391
£26m

£405.36m
our gross 

budget

62%

20%

18%

council  
tax

gov
grants

other 
sources

1126  
people  

helped into  
work
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COUNCIL BUDGET

Money down, demand and costs up

But, despite these challenges, we are keeping standards high.  Gateshead has the most OFSTED 
rated outstanding schools in the North East, crime in Gateshead is well below the national 
average and we have a proven track record of helping people into work.

Find out more! The Council will set its annual budget at the end of February 
2015. More information about our budget proposals will be available from 
October and can be found at www.gateshead.gov.uk/budget

We know that these are challenging times for all of us. Money continues to be tight 
as all of our budgets are stretched further. But we will try and spend the money we 
do get wisely and fairly so that we can continue to protect the most vulnerable in our 
communities and everyone in Gateshead plays their part. 

The
Future

Going down... Going up...

Since 2010 we have
cut our senior management by 50%  and 1793 

fewer people now work for us

reduced our C02 emmissions 900 tonnes 
through energy saving

reduced our administration costs by

£20m

More
children we need to protect from harm

Our population is increasing
People are living longer

but the number who need our care is

going up

Energy costs  to run our buildings are getting 

higher 

costs

funding

funding
gap

£60m

2014 2018

More challenges ahead...
Demand for our services is increasing which means 
our costs are going up. We now have a big gap in 
how much we spend and how much money we have 
coming in. 

We know we will have a gap of at least £60 million 
over the next three years, so we will have more difficult 
decisions to make ahead. You are likely to see more 
changes to the types of services we can provide and 
the way that they are delivered.

Our funding from the Government is decreasing
We now have £300 a person less to spend  

on services than in 2010
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AT YOUR SERVICE

New 14-day  
cooling off rules 
now in place
Since June this year, your consumer 
rights have been extended thanks to 
new legislation called the ‘Consumer 
Contract Regulations.’   This means 
that when you enter into a contract 
for certain services (anything from a 
gym membership to a roof repair), 
online or on the doorstep, you now 
have a 14-day cooling off period, 
during which you can withdraw 
from the agreement without charge.

Because it’s important that 
businesses do not attempt to get 
around these rules, the regulations 
state the trader should not start 
providing the service before the  
14-day cancellation period has 
ended, unless you specifically 
request this.  

In general, if you request that a 
service starts immediately,  you will 
still have to the right to withdraw 
from the contract within the 14 day 
period but will have to pay for the 
value of service you receive prior to 
cancellation.  So for example, if you 
enter a contract for a gym online 
and realise after 10 days you’re not 
really going to attend regularly 
enough, you can still cancel but will 
have to pay for the use you had to 
that point. 

Some services are exempt from 
the new law and you will not get 
the 14-day cooling off period 
with respect to these contracts.  
These include things like hotel 
bookings, car hire, entertainment 
events and emergency repairs and 
maintenance.

This new law has extended 
consumer rights in other areas 
as well.  For further information 
please call our Fair Trading 
section on 0191 433 3987.

If you have an interest in 
the future of Gateshead’s 
trees, then the Council 
wants to hear from you.

We are preparing a 
tree strategy which will 
establish how trees 
in Council ownership 
are inspected and 
maintained, and how 
trees in private ownership which 
may pose a safety risk to the public 
are dealt with.  It will also set out our 

priorities in relation to tree 
management for the next 
five years.

It’s an important 
document. Gateshead 
contains two thirds of 
all the woodland in Tyne 
and Wear and is therefore 
one of the most wooded 
boroughs in the North 

East.  Gateshead is particularly 
important for its ancient woodlands 
and its veteran trees.

Library feedback
Over 3,800 residents have given their 
views on our libraries as part of a major 
review of our library service – thank you 
to everyone who took part.  We’ve set 
the key findings out below: 

Current users (2,865 respondents)
• 56% use libraries at least once a week
• 97% rated service overall as good or 

very good
• Suggested service improvements 

included a better choice of books and 
improved opening hours.

Computer users (440 respondents)
• 83% use the library computers at 

least once a week.
• Suggested service improvements 

included extending session times 
from one to two hours and to have 
more computers.

Non-users (548 respondents)
• 32% had never used a Gateshead 

library and the top reasons for this are 
‘I am too busy’ and ‘I don’t like reading’.

• Suggestions for improvements that 
could encourage future library use 
included extra weekend opening 
hours and free wi-fi in more libraries.

• 30% said they were very likely or quite 
likely to use libraries in the future.

Next steps
Proposals for changes will be put 
forward and consulted upon in the 
coming months.  

For more detailed feedback please 
go to www.gateshead.gov.uk/
consultations

We need your views on…  Tree management

To give your views visit: www.gateshead.gov.uk/consultation

Tons of household recycling is going to waste because residents pack their 
recycling into sealed plastic bags before putting them into their recycling bins.

Plastic bags can’t be recycled and sealed bags can’t be machine or hand-sorted 
so they all go to waste, which costs the Council money. The problem is especially 
bad where people have communal recycling bins.

The council is asking residents not to put plastic bags into their recycling bins.

Phone 0191 433 7000 or  visit www.gateshead.gov.uk

No plastic bags please
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AT YOUR SERVICE

Bid to block super strength booze
The sale of ‘super strength’ lagers came 
under the spotlight recently with the 
first steps being taken to reduce their 
availability in shops across the region.

These low cost lagers, beers and ciders 
are linked to street drinking and anti-
social behaviour, with a single can 
often containing more than the daily 
recommended alcohol limit. 

A recent conference attended by council 
experts from our region and the police 
highlighted the ‘Reducing the Strength’ 
campaign that has been run in other 
areas of the country to great success.  

In Ipswich for example, the campaign  
saw alcohol-related incidents fall by up 

to 64 per cent in some areas after most 
store owners agreed to stop selling 
‘super strength’ booze.  And in other 
areas that have joined the campaign, 
over two thirds of shops signed up 
to voluntarily remove super strength 
alcohol from their shelves.

Local schemes will now be developed 
to work with retailers, identifying areas 
with high levels of alcohol-related crime 
and anti-social behaviour.  In Gateshead 
it is expected that the campaign will 
closely follow the model already 
adopted for the successful Community 
Alcohol Partnerships in place in several 
areas including Birtley, Wrekenton and 
Felling.

Click it, read it
Gateshead Council’s online annual 
report for 2013-14 will be available 
online at the end of September. 

The report sets out the highlights 
of our Council year over this 
12-month period.  With a foreword 
by Council Leader Mick Henry, it 
also includes a summary of how we 
spend our budget during the year. 

To read the full report visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
annualreport  

If you don’t have access to a 
computer we can send you a 
text version in the post. Please 
phone Maria Shaughnessy 
on: 0191 433 2827 or email: 
mariashaughnessy@gateshead.
gov.uk

Campground Re-Opens
The Campground Household Waste & 
Recycling Centre (HWRC) in Wrekenton 
re-opened in July after a £3.5 million 
redevelopment to make it easier to use.

The new facility now has a roof to shield 
users from rain, an elevated road system 
and more containers. The improvements 
have hopefully put an end to the long 
traffic queues that used to occur during 
busy times at the old HWRC.

The temporary facilities at Albany Road 
in Felling are now closed.  If you use a 
van, trailer or pick-up to drop off waste 

you need a permit which can be used 
at either Campground HWRC or Cowan 
Road HWRC. 

For details visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/campground or call 0191 433 7000.

Community Trigger

You can check  
your wheelie  
bin collection day
Go to www.gatshead.gov.uk/
binchecker or call 0191 433 7000

New powers have been handed to 
communities in Gateshead to help 
tackle any anti-social behaviour 
problems. The ‘Community Trigger’ 
gives residents the right to demand 
action to tackle persistent anti-social 
behaviour problems.

Anyone who has repeatedly reported 
anti-social behaviour but doesn’t feel 
that action has been taken, will be able 
to call upon police, Council and others 
involved to tackle the issue. Under 
the new Community Trigger, all of the 
organisations involved will be required 
to meet to find a resolution to the issue.

Chair of Gateshead Community Safety 
Board, Councillor Peter Mole, said: 

 “Anti-social behaviour has more than 
halved in Gateshead over the last 
decade. But we are all too aware that it 
can have a massive effect on residents 
lives.

 “These new measures are  
being introduced to give local 

people more power to find 
a solution to problems if the 

usual methods don’t produce  
results.”

To use the Community Trigger, 
residents can call Gateshead Council 
on 0191 433 3990 or email  
asbcomplaints@gateshead.gov.uk

Help for families 
extended
Gateshead Council has been 
chosen as a pilot area to progress 
the government’s ‘Troubled 
Families’ scheme. The scheme aims 
to help families who have problems 
with truancy, crime, anti-social 
behaviour or unemployment.

Local councils who exceeded 
previous targets to help families 
have been invited to pilot the new 
scheme which has been extended 
so it now helps families who have 
suffered from domestic violence, 
poor mental and physical health  
or debt. 

It can also now help families with 
children under five. Last year the 
Council’s programme,  ‘Families 
Gateshead’ helped turn the lives 
around of 301 families.
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Last year 65 per cent of all 
accidental house fires in 
Tyne and Wear started in the 
kitchen. 

In Gateshead alone, the fire 
and rescue service was called 
to 112 homes. 
We spoke to Tyne and Wear Fire and 
Rescue Service Group Manager Dave 
Jefferson, to find out what you should 
do to make sure your cooking doesn’t 
result in your house catching fire!

Dave said: “There are many causes of 
kitchen fires, including inappropriate 
use of ‘chip pans’, cleanliness of 
appliances, to simple distractions like 
phone calls, television or from family 
members.

“Cooking is one of the biggest causes 
of kitchen fires. Leaving cooking 
unattended for just a short time can 
lead to disastrous results such as oil 
overheating and catching fire. Electric 
stoves stay hot for a while after they are 
turned off so pans should be removed 
from the heat when they are not being 
used.

“It is extremely important to ensure 
that when cooking everyone is aware 
of the potential risks and dangers 
associated to it. Because of this, I would 
urge everyone to make sure that they 
follow some very simple safety rules 
when cooking and ensure they have 
working smoke alarms fitted in their 
home on every level and that they 
are tested monthly. There is no doubt 
that a working smoke alarm can be 
the difference between life and death, 
giving you an early warning of fire and 
vital minutes to escape. 

“Our advice in the event of a fire is 
always to get out, call the fire and 
rescue service and stay out. Do not try 
to put a fire out yourself. 

“To help stop a fire from spreading, 
close the doors on your way out. 

“I would encourage all occupants to 
either use a thermostatically controlled 
deep fat fryer which will make sure the 
fat doesn’t get too hot, or use oven 
chips, as both methods are the safest. 
However, if you have to use a chip pan, 
never overfill it with oil.  It should never 
be more than one third full. Be careful 
that it doesn’t overheat – hot oil can 
catch fire easily, and never throw water 
on a chip pan fire.”

For advice on cooking safely visit  
www.twfire.gov.uk/cookingsafety, 
www.facebook.com/twfrs or  
www.twitter.com/tyne_wear_frs  
and www.facebook.com/firekills

FEATURE

Take care in the kitchen

Top tips 
DO   
• Keep your oven, hob and grill clean and in good working order.  

A build-up of fat and grease can ignite and cause a fire
• Make sure your cooker is off when finished cooking
• Have an escape route in place in the event of a fire 

DON’T
• Allow handles of pans to stick over the edge of the cooker where it  

could easily be knocked or reached by children 
• Have tea towels etc near the cooker as they may easily catch fire. 
• Cook when you have been drinking alcohol or taking drugs

Keep safe!
Get a smoke alarm  
fitted and test it monthly

Chip pan fire

Watch manager Dave Linsley explaining 
the benefits of smoke alarms to a  
resident
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Flu vaccine  
trialled

Gateshead pupils will be offered 
the flu vaccine as part of a pilot 
scheme this winter. 

53,000 primary school children at 
about 200 schools in Gateshead, 
South Tyneside and Sunderland 
will receive a nasal spray vaccine to 
protect them against infection. The 
pilot is being held to determine 
the best approach to vaccinating 
school-aged children.

HEALTH MATTERS

New base for diabetic services

World Mental Health Day 
Friday 10 October is World Mental 
Health Day and a number of events 
have been organised by Gateshead 
Anti-Stigma Partnership to mark this 
annual event.

On the actual day, a number of 
information stalls will be in the main 
reception area of Gateshead Civic 
Centre, 12-2pm.  

The week of 6-10 October will see local 
organisations and volunteers offering 
advice and information in the atrium of 
Tesco in Trinity Square.  

And on Saturday 11 October, the 
main ‘Mental Health and Happiness 
Celebration’ event will take place in 
Trinity Square with a variety of arts, 
crafts, music, poetry and magic events 
– each with a positive message about 
mental health. 

If you wish to be involved or want 
more details please contact Craig 
Lynch on 0191 478 7475 or Joe Lewis 
on 01207 549780.

The QE diabetic services team 
have moved from Bensham 
Hospital into the brand new 
Trinity Square Health Centre 
right in Gateshead town 
centre, making it easier for 
patients using their services.
Angela Pearsall, Diabetes Specialist 
Nurse at the QE said: “Gateshead’s 
whole diabetes team including 
consultant and nurse led clinics have 
recently made the exciting move into 
Trinity Square. The move is part of a 
change in the delivery of diabetes 
services as we head more towards 
integrating care within the community.”

For more information contact the 
diabetes team on 0191 497 1530. 

A dementia friendly community is 
defined as: ‘A city, town or village 
where people with dementia 
are understood, respected and 
supported, and confident they can 
contribute to community life. In 
a dementia-friendly community 
people will be aware of and 
understand dementia, and people 
with dementia will feel included 
and involved, and have choice and 
control over their day-to-day lives.’

We are currently working to make 
Gateshead more dementia friendly 
and want to find out your views on 
how we can achieve this. 

You can give your views at  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
consultation or contact Leanne 
Douglas on 0191 433 3601,  
leannedouglas@gateshead.gov.uk 
to find out how to get involved.

We need your views on…   
a dementia-friendly borough

You can help us  
make Gateshead a 
Dementia friendly place 
by becoming a Dementia 
Friend.

www.dementiafriends.org.
uk
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HEALTH MATTERS

Preventing malnutrition 
in Gateshead

Working with our partners we will be 
promoting good nutrition at older 
people’s meal clubs and courses for 
people on a budget and cooking 
for one.  We’ll also share skills and 
best practice to raise awareness 
of malnutrition and improve the 
identification and early response to 
people who may be experiencing it.

Director of Public Health at Gateshead 
Council, Carole Wood, said:  “We have 
a growing population of older people 
here and we hope to better understand 
how many people are affected by 

malnutrition in Gateshead in the 
coming months and work with services 
and groups that can best support 
people at risk and prevent them from 
slipping through the net.”

For more information on the 
programme contact James Brown  
in the public health team on  
0191 433 2759 
jamesbrown@gateshead.gov.uk

More information on the national 
programme can be viewed at 
www.smallappetite.co.uk

Get the flu jab
The NHS is urging people who 
are at high risk from seasonal flu 
to protect themselves with a free 
vaccination which saves lives. Local 
GP practices will be writing out 
shortly to all eligible people to invite 
them for their jab.
You are advised to get the jab this 
winter if you:
• are a pregnant woman 
• are aged over 65 
• have a long term health condition 

such as diabetes, asthma, a heart 
condition (this includes children 
with serious health problems) 

• have a weakened immune system 
• care for people in these ‘at risk’ 

groups 

If you consider yourself to be part of 
an ‘at risk’ group get in contact with 
your local GP in October and get 
yourself the seasonal jab for free.

See www.nhs.uk/flu

It’s estimated that around one million older people in the UK are malnourished, 
with symptoms often being missed or undiagnosed.

Now, following our selection to take part in a national Malnutrition Prevention 
Programme, we’ve already started work to tackle this issue in Gateshead. 

Download it today at:  
www.smartswaps.change4life.co.uk

March on Cancer
On Saturday 11 October, in 15 
cities across the UK, people will be 
marching and raising money to 
bring cancer treatments to patients 
sooner.  The North East March will 
start on Gateshead Quays (Baltic 
Square) at 7.30pm crossing the 
Gateshead Millennium Bridge into 
Newcastle. Join the March for £5 
and help beat cancer sooner. 

Full details available at:  
www.standuptocancer.org.uk

Make a healthy change  
to your family’s diet with the free 
Smart Recipes app with the NEW  

special swap recipes.

Become a donor and save a stranger’s life
There are around 1,800 people in the UK who need a bone marrow transplant. 

It’s easy to become a donor and save someone’s life. If you’re aged 16-30 join the 
Anthony Nolan Register, just visit www.anythonynolan.org 

Alternatively if you’re between 18 and 49, join the British Bone Marrow Registry 
the next time you give blood. 

Find out more at www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/bonemarrow
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FEATURE

Spare your loved ones the pain 
by quitting smoking
Smokers in Gateshead are being urged 
to quit smoking and be around longer 
for their loved-ones, as part of a new 
‘Don’t be the 1’ campaign, spearheaded 
by Fresh – the UK’s first dedicated 
regional programme for tobacco 
control.

Many smokers admit their family worry 
about losing them early to smoking 
and wish they would quit. With half of 
smokers dying early from a smoking 
related illness, some in their forties, 
people worry for a good reason. 

Michelle Barthram, 47, from Birtley was 
diagnosed with smoking-related lung 
cancer last year. The mum-of-one is 
urging smokers to not underestimate 
the risks and quit now before it’s too 
late. 

She said: “Even though I was smoking 
between 15-20 cigarettes-a-day, I felt 
fine. I was quite active and would walk 
the dog every morning before going to 
work. I always thought that I’d be the 
last person to be affected by smoking. 
To find out that I had lung cancer was 
truly shocking for me and my family. 
I never had imagined that my life 
could be cut short so quickly – it was 
devastating.

“I quit smoking the moment I was 
diagnosed with cancer. I still can’t 

believe that smoking has done this 
to me - I’m only 47-years-old! I know 
that I won’t get a second chance now, 
but I wish I’d realised the damage 
that smoking was doing to my health 
sooner. I’d urge anyone who is thinking 
about quitting smoking to do it now for 
them and their family’s sake.”

For links to free online quitting tools, 
visit dontbethe1.tv. You can also 
share your story using the hash-
tag #Dontbethe1 on Facebook at 
facebook.com/freshsmokefree. 

All over the country, people will be 
taking the 28 day challenge to stop 
smoking during October.  Here in 
Gateshead, more than one in five 
people over the age of 18 is a smoker 
and over 400 local people over 35 die 
from smoking related diseases every 
year.

But there is help available and if you 
take up the Stobtober challenge and 

stop smoking for 28 days, you are five 
times more likely to quit for good.  

To find out more about the help 
available you can:

• Talk to your local pharmacist or GP 
practice

• Call: 0800 531 6317 for information 
about local support to help you 
quit

• Text:  Smokefree and your 
postcode to 80800 for details of 
three providers closest to you

• Visit:  www.stopsmokingnhs.
co.uk or www.smokefree.nhs.uk/
stoptober

Stoptober is back, the annual call to action to 
smokers who are looking to quit the habit.  

Michelle Barthram with her dog Max
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Mark Dornan, chair of 
NHS Gateshead Clinical 
Commissioning Group (GCC), 
outlines the help and advice 
available and who you should 
turn to when you are ill.

“With the weather turning, it’s often 
a time that illness hits, so I thought it 
would be a perfect time to remind you 
all about services there to help. 

“There are lots of good information 
leaflets online at www.nhs.uk and 
www.patient.co.uk which can help 
summarise the best things to try and 
when to seek help.”

We have our local 
pharmacists who are experts 

in managing minor illness. 
They can offer you and your 

family a range of over the 
counter medicine, advice 

and support for a number of 
conditions which don’t  

persist - such as coughs,  
colds, sore throats, 

headaches, heartburn or 
indigestion, stomach upsets  

and eczema.

“Using the pharmacy first when you 
have a minor ailment means that your 
GP may have more appointments 
available for more serious conditions. 
This in turn may mean that you are able 
to get a GP appointment more easily 
when you really need it. In Gateshead, 
some pharmacies can also issue 
prescriptions. For more information, 
visit www.gatesheadccg.nhs.uk/
your-health/health-advice-conditions-
treatments 

“General Practices are there to help for 
more complex illness. If they are closed 
we encourage people to phone 111 
before turning up at a walk in centre or 

A&E so that people can be sent to the 
right place.” 

NHS NEWS

Dr Dornan, Chair Gateshead CCG

Here to help

Local engagement boards
The Local Engagement Board gives you an opportunity to engage with us, 
your local practice and our health and social care partners and to help share, 
improve and develop local NHS services. They are a great way for you to give us 
your views. 

The next sessions take place on 26 September and 5 December.  
Call 0191 217 2787 for more details.

Governing body  
meetings in public
The governing body is responsible 
for reviewing decisions and 
formally approving plans.  These 
are open to the public. If you 
would like to attend the next 
meetings take place on:

23 September, 1.30-4pm,  
Gateshead Federation Brewery, 
NE11 9JR

25 November, 1.30-4pm,  
venue to be confirmed

For more information, visit 
www.gatesheadccg.nhs.uk

Where to get more information on health in Gateshead.
The Gateshead Clinical Commissioning Group website, www.gatesheadccg.
nhs.uk will provide you with all you need to know about Gateshead’s health 
services. It’s also one way you can get involved to help shape healthcare and 
health services that are provided within Gateshead.
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NHS NEWS

Join MY NHS
MY NHS is Gateshead CCGs 
new membership scheme.  As a 
member of MY NHS receive, you 
will receive regular updates on the 
work of Gateshead CCG as well as 
invitations to take part in events, 
surveys and consultations. You can 
get involved as much or as little as 
you like.

To register, fill in the application 
form opposite and return 
to: Communications and 
Engagement Team, Freepost 
RLSH-KHYU-YREH, North 
of England Commissioning 
Support, Riverside House, 
Newburn, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE15 8NY.  

You can also register online at 
www.gatesheadccg.nhs.uk

The three clinical commissioning 
groups (CCGs) in the Newcastle and 
Gateshead Alliance are set to merge 
from April 2015.

The clinical commissioning groups 
represent the 67 local GP practices 
covering Newcastle and Gateshead. 
They plan and purchase (commission) 
health services for local people.

Chair of Gateshead CCG, Dr Mark 
Dornan, said a merged organisation 
will be better able to manage the need 

to improve services within a falling 
budget.

Mark said: “This merger will make sure 
that the three CCGs make the most 
of our expertise in working together 
and ensure that we are best placed to 
deliver improvements for patients as 
efficiently and effectively as possible.”

Mark continued: “We were very pleased 
indeed to receive feedback from the 
national NHS England team visit which 
highlighted that all three CCGs were 
performing well and that by moving to 
a new merged organisation we had an 
even greater potential to do more for 
public and patients.

“The panel also took the time to 
feedback about the passion of our 
people in particular singling out 
the strong clinical and managerial 
leadership and this is a testament to our 
people and their commitment to the 
NHS.”

Mark concluded: “We look forward to 
continuing to build upon the strong 
partnerships and relationships we 
have, to ensure we build the very best 
care and services for the people of 
Gateshead and Newcastle, please help 
us and let us know your ideas on how 
we can improve our NHS.”

NHS organisations merge

 

 

I’d like to join

Title:   Mr        Mrs        Miss        Ms        Dr         Other        (please specify)

First name:

Last Name:

Date of birth (DDMMYY):

Gender (please circle as appropriate):    M      F

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone (home): Mobile:

E-mail:

Do you consider yourself to have a disability?  (please circle as appropriate):     Yes          No

Preferred contact method:   Email Post Telephone  Text message 

Have your say, make a difference

NHS

NHS

How would you like to get involved (please select all that apply):

Complete surveys Attend events Receive information Attend focus groups

In which area would you like to be involved (please select all that apply):

Cancer care Community services 

Children and young person’s health and care

End of life care GP surgeries and primary care Hospital care

Health improvement and reducing health inequalities Long term conditions

Maternity and new born care Mental health and wellbeing

Older people’s health and care Pharmacies and medicines

Planned care eg services and treatments which are not carried out in an emergency

Staying healthy Support for carers

Urgent Care eg services and treatments which are carried out in an emergency

  1 09/07/2014   11:55
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LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Volunteering success
Gateshead volunteers notched up an 
impressive 38,244 hours of volunteering 
during Gateshead second successful 
Volunteers’ Month held in June.  

Co-ordinated by Gateshead Council 
and Gateshead Voluntary Organisations 
Council (GVOC),  this celebration of 
volunteering saw  47 events taking 
place across Gateshead attracting 
7,000 people. 267 new volunteers were 
recruited during the month. 

The month may be over, but the 
Council, local voluntary groups and 
organisations always need volunteers 
to take up a variety of roles from 
fundraisers to gardeners, befrienders to 
sports volunteers.  

To find out more about volunteering and the opportunities available in your 
area visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering or www.gvoc.org.uk

A new service is helping to transform 
the lives of unpaid young adult carers 
in Gateshead.

Funded by the Carers Trust and 
delivered by Crossroads Care 
Gateshead, the service will provide 
employment opportunities and 
training to help young carers get  
the skills they need for the future.   
It aims to support them during the 
vital years of their lives when they are 
making the transition to adulthood, 
and taking important decisions that 
will affect the rest of their lives. 

Young Gateshead carer Michael, 
21, who uses the service said: 
“It’s important to support young 
adult carers with developing their 
employability skills. Many struggle 
with their responsibilities at home 
and don’t have the time or money 
behind them to access education, or 
they may not have the skills or the 
confidence to approach employers. 

“This project will help carers develop 
confidence, communication, and 
how to stand out in interviews 
so they can have their own 
careers instead of being another 
unemployment statistic.”

If you are a young carer and would 
like to know more about how 
Crossroads Care Gateshead can 
help you contact Anthony Lea on  
01207 549780 or email antlea@
gatesheadcrossroads.org.uk

Exam results 
Pupils in Gateshead had cause for 
celebration last month as their 
exam results showed that the 
borough is continuing to out-
perform much of the rest of the 
country.

As we went to press, data from our 
secondary schools showed that 
every one of our A level pupils had 
passed their exams.

There was particular cause for 
celebration at Whickham School 
where results showed a significant 
improvement over the previous 
year.

The picture for GCSEs was just as 
buoyant. Exam data pointed to 
an increase of 2-3 per cent  in the 
number of pupils gaining five or 
more good GCSEs including English 
and maths. The increase was even 
more dramatic at Charles Thorpe 
in Ryton where exam passes 
increased by 27 per cent, and at 
Kingsmeadow in Dunston which 
recorded an increase of 9 per cent.

How Gateshead compares with the 
rest of the region and the country 
will become clearer in the coming 
months, but education experts 
believe Gateshead will maintain its 
position of achieving exam results 
above the national average.

Free eMagazines
You can download magazines for free from Gateshead Libraries. 

www.gatesheadlibraries.com/virtual-library  
with your Gateshead Libraries ticket number.

Key support for young carers
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Our adoption year
Gateshead Council’s Adoption Service 
recently published its annual report and 
it’s been a year of achievements and 
improvements for the service.  

During 2013-14, 33 children have 
been adopted and new government 
timescales mean that it is taking less 
time for prospective adopters to be 
assessed and approved.  The average 
time between a child entering care and 
moving in with their adoptive family is 
620 days.  The target is 608 whilst the 
average for England is 647.  

Copies of the full annual report are 
available from the service or visit 
 www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption

To find out more about adoption:

• Call 0191 433 6388.

• Request an information pack  
or call back via our website  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption 

• Email adoptionandfostering@
gateshead.gov.uk

• Come to our next Information 
Evening on Thursday 2 October, 
5.30-7pm in the Lamesley Room at 
Gateshead Civic Centre.

If your child is due to start at a 
Gateshead secondary, primary, 
infant or junior school for the first 
time in September 2015, you can 
apply online from 12 September 
2014 for the schools of your choice.  
The closing dates for submitting 
application forms are:

31 October 2014 – for secondary 
school admissions

15 January 2015 - for primary, 
infant and junior school 
admissions

The easiest way to apply is online.  
Log on to www.gateshead.gov.uk/
schooladmissions  fill in the form 
and send. You can also access a copy 

of the admission to schools booklet 
on the council’s website.

The online system is easy to use, 
there is no risk of your application 
getting lost in the post, you receive 
confirmation when we receive your 
form and email confirmation of 
which school your child has been 
offered on allocation day.

Alternatively you can complete a 
paper application form and return 
it to The School Admissions Team, 
Dryden Centre, Evistones Road,  
Low Fell, Gateshead, NE9 5UR.

For more information call the 
Admissions team on  
0191 433 2775/2756/2109.

School admissions deadline

Library App 
Have the latest Gateshead 
Libraries information at your 
fingertips with the new library  
App which is free to library 
users and can be accessed via a 
smartphone or tablet.   

You can search for, renew and 
reserve items, link to online 
services such as eBooks, 
eMagazines and eAudio.  You can 
also view opening hours, contact 
details and a whole lot more.

For more information  
www.gatesheadlibraries.com

Support and advice for voluntary  
and community groups

National Adoption Week  
Takes place from 3-9 November. 
Visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
adoption  for details of events 
in Gateshead or call the team on 
0191 433 6388.

From business planning to management, training and recruitment visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering or www.gvoc.org.uk

Learners in the  
spotlight
The ninth annual awards ceremony 
celebrating the borough’s learners took 
place this year with over 250 learners 
being nominated. 

Organised by the Council’s 
learningSkills service, the awards 
celebrate the achievements of 
local learners who have overcome 
challenges to take up new learning 
opportunities and acquire new skills.  

People like 
Michael Dale 
(pictured 
with his son).  
Despite never 
having used 
a computer 
before, 
Michael 
took up the 
challenge and 
embraced 
technology to help him achieve 
qualifications in English.  His 
commitment to learning earned him 
the Skills for Life Award. The Family 
Learning Award was won by Deckham 
Children’s Centre who provide support 
to families, often with difficult lives, 
encouraging them to take up learning. 

If you want to find out more about 
the learning opportunities provided 
by the Council’s learningSkills service 
phone the team on 0191 433 8646 
or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
adultlearning
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Apprenticeships are an increasingly 
attractive option for young people 
who want to get the first step on the 
career ladder. A free online vacancy 
matching service ran by the National 
Apprenticeship Service matches young 
people with the latest vacancies as soon 
as they become available. 

During the summer, the Council ran a 
promotion to encourage anyone aged 
16 or under who was considering an 
apprentice to sign up to the service. 
Those who registered were entered into 
a prize draw to win an iPad, and more 
than double the number of young 

people signed up to use the service 
compared to the same time the year 
before.

Lauren Howells, from Carr Hill (pictured) 
was the lucky winner of the iPad. 
Lauren said: “I was originally going 
to go to college to study health and 
social care but after finding out more 
about apprenticeships at school and 
through information from the Council, 
I decided to register with the Vacancy 
Matching Service. It was really easy to 
register and in no time I came across an 
apprenticeship in customer service that 
I was interested in.  

“I had to attend an assessment centre 
with the council and within a few days 
I had an interview with the business 
support company Rivercote on the 
Team Valley. I got the job and started 
my apprenticeship with them in July 
and after two weeks of working I got 
promoted to team leader role. I’m really 
enjoying being in work and hope to 
have a career in customer services.” 

Apprenticeships are a great way for 
young people to earn while they learn 
and get recognised qualifications. 
Training is free for all 16-18 year olds 
with salaries typically well over £100 
per week and in some sectors such as 
engineering, can be much higher. 

To find out what apprenticeship 
vacancies are available or to register 
with the Vacancy Matching Service 
visit www.apprenticeships.org.uk

A great match
The new Morrisons store in Blaydon 
is now open with many of the staff 
being recruited from the local 
community. 

Over 1,300 people applied to 
work at the store following a 
targeted recruitment campaign 
encouraging people living locally 
to apply. Morrisons has worked 
closely with Gateshead Council 
to help young and long term 
unemployed people to have the 
best chance of getting one of the 
jobs. Over 90 per cent of those who 
completed a six-week course have 
been successful in finding work at 
the store.

The new superstore is one part of 
a multimillion pound 18-month 
regeneration of Blaydon town 
centre which also includes 
improvements to Blaydon Precinct 
plus new day care facilities, GP 
facilities and a new youth centre 
provided a short distance away on 
Shibdon Road.

Store jobs in demand

JOBS AND ECONOMY

If you are looking to borrow or save 
money and want an alternative to 
mainstream banks and building 
societies, a Credit Union could be the 
answer.  

Owned and controlled by members, 
this is a great option whether you 
are saving or borrowing money 
for Christmas, or have to pay an 
unexpected bill.

And now is a good time to get involved, 
with the borough’s two Credit Unions 
– Cestria and Gateshead First – joining 
Country Durham to form NEFirst.    
With new premises expected to open in 
Gateshead Town Centre on West Street 

at the end of December it will be even 
more accessible for local people.

As a member of NEFirst you can 
benefit from: 
• loans at very competitive rates, with 

no hidden penalties
• free life insurance on loans 
• enjoy an easy and flexible way to save 

with the benefit of a dividend, and
• know your money is safe: NEFirst is 

regulated by the PRA and FCA 

Paying in is easy.  If you work at the 
Council or NHS you can have money 
deducted from your wages every 
month, or you can take out a standing 

order, pay in at the West Street office, or 
use any of the PayPoint facilities.

Positive
Cabinet Member for Economy, 
Councillor Mary Foy said: “This is 
very positive news.  Having a town 
centre shop is a highly visible way of 
encouraging more people to become 
members and to help prevent them 
from becoming the next victim of illegal 
lenders, pay day loan companies or 
other high cost credit institutions.”

Phone 0191 375 7677 or visit:  
www.nefirstcu.co.uk

Credit Unions combine 

Council Leader, Mick Henry with store 
manager Malcolm Rennie
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In crisis? We can help
Gateshead’s Discretionary Payments 
Scheme could help you during an 
unforseen emergency or crisis. This 
could be help towards emergency 
items such as food, groceries, 
gas and electricity payments or 
essential items such as beds or 
cookers. Please note we can only 
give short term help and can not 
give cash, even in an emergency.

We've been running the scheme in 
Gateshead since April 2013 when we 
took it over from the Department 
for Work and Pensions. It replaces 
community care grants and most 
of what used to be covered by crisis 
loans.

To receive help from the scheme 
you must meet certain criteria. 
Find out more about our criteria 
and how to apply by visiting 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/benefits 
or call 0191 433 3676.

An exciting new opportunity to 
buy really fresh, local food has been 
created in rural Gateshead.

A specially created butchery and 
bakery are being constructed at the 
National Trusts Gibside Estate. The 
facilities are being made available to 
local food producers who will be able 
to prepare and sell food from the new 
building.

The new food hub will be located 
in Gibside’s Market Square, already 
home to the farmers market, tea 
room and visitor facilities. It will be 
designed sympathetically inkeeping 
with the heritage of the estate.

The food hub has been made 
possible by the DEFRA funded 
North East Rural Growth Network, 
which has awarded grant support of 
£74,500 to the project.

Gibside General Manager, Mick 
Wilkes, said: “Our regular farmers 
market has proven that demand is 
there for high quality local food. We’re 
really pleased that these new facilities 
will help local food producers to 

develop their products and offer a 
new way to attract visitors for their 
businesses and for Gibside.”

Construction work on the new timber 
framed building was expected to 
start in September with the food hub 
expected to open before Christmas. 
Gibside is also now home to a 
business networking lounge, which 
has been converted from the former 
head gardener’s cottage.

If you are a local food producer 
interested in using the new food 
hub or the business networking 
lounge, contact:  
gibside@nationaltrust.org.uk  
or 01207 541 820

JOBS AND ECONOMY

As pupils return after the summer 
holiday, business has been brisk in 
school dining rooms with free school 
meals being served up to all Reception, 
Year One and Year Two pupils.

Schools have noticed a big increase in 
the number of younger children opting 
for a freshly-cooked school meal at 
lunchtime now that meals for the first 
three years are entirely free-of-charge.

And while many parents are happy 
at not having to pay for school meals 
everyday – or spend time making up 
a packed lunch each morning - local 
businesses have been celebrating too.

Our policy of using only local food 
suppliers ensures that the 2,000 extra 
meals now being cooked every day is 
directly benefitting local food suppliers 
by pumping an extra quarter-of-a-
million pounds into the local economy.  
We expect to spend more than £2 
million on raw ingredients in the 

coming year and almost all of this will 
be spent with businesses right here in 
the region. 

We prepared for the increased demand 
for school meals by recruiting around 
40 extra catering assistants.  Major 
kitchen improvements have also 
been made with the installation of 
new ovens, extractor hoods and other 
equipment along with additional 
cutlery, plates and furniture. We secured 
£375,000 of government funding to pay 
for the improvements.

There is such a thing as a free lunch

Join our network 
Gateshead Business Network  
is free to join and offers local 
businesses great networking and 
promotion opportunities.  

Call 0191 433 3624 or visit  
www.gatesheadbusiness.co.uk

Fresh from the farm Want to start your 
own retail business?
We can help to turn your dream 
into a reality with The Hive, a new 
retail store on Gateshead High 
Street, next to Trinity Square.

The Hive has been specially 
converted by the Council and offers 
aspiring independent retailers a 
chance to take their first step into 
business without huge costs.

See the advert on the back page for 
details.

If you’re interested apply online 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/the-hive 
or call 07885 224 581. 
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A well-known store on one of Tyneside’s 
oldest shopping streets has had a 
heritage transformation.

Specialist grocery store Dansky’s 
Kosher delicatessen is the first store 
on Coatsworth Road to undergo 
restoration as part of a project to 
revitalise the area. 

The store has had its modern façade 
replaced with windows and doors 
much more in keeping with its early 
20th Century heritage.

Unsightly industrial type external steel 
roller shutters have been removed, 
with new shutters being placed inside 
to maintain security and display the 
new shop front.  Original stained glass 
has been re used, and the original 
advertising board above the shop has 
been hand painted by a local artist 
- all helping to make the store more 
attractive to customers and more 
appropriate to its surroundings. 

Dansky’s is the first of 30 properties 
on the street that could benefit from 
funding as part of the Coatsworth Road 

Townscape Heritage Initiative. The £1.9 
million project, backed by a £1.4 million 
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, is 
expected to take around four years.

Now that work at Dansky’s is 
completed, the project will move onto 
other shops in the street. Traders in the 
street will also benefit  from specialist 
advice from retail experts to help 
improve their  business.

Cabinet Member for Historic 
Environment, Councillor Linda  Green, 
said: “Dansky’s is a really prominent 
building on Coatsworth  Road. But 
its importance in the street had been 
lost over the years as the building was 
adapted and windows lost behind 
modern additions. These works have 
brought the shop-front back to its 
former glory and  provide a strong focal 
point at the South end of this busy 
street.

“While this project is very much about 
restoring part of the  community’s 
rich heritage, it is also going to vastly 
improve the  appearance of Coatsworth 
Road  and its appeal to shoppers; 

something that I’m sure shop owners 
will appreciate and greatly benefit 
from.” 

Owners of Dansky’s, Janice and Rabbi 
Hyman Shein, said: “We were already 
looking at ways to improve our shop 
when we heard about the initiative. 
Being involved has been a very positive 
experience. The new shop front is 
very pleasant and lots of people have 
mentioned how good it looks.”

For more information about the 
Coatsworth Road Townscape 
Heritage Initiative contact 
Jean Sauvary in the Council’s 
area regeneration and historic 
environment team on 0191 433 3450 
or jeansauvary@gateshead.gov.uk

Makeover for historic shop

Councillor Linda Green with Dansky’s owners Janice and Rabbi Hyman Shein

We have a well-established 
clientele but the new shop 
front is making a positive 

difference, we’ve definitely 
seen more customers coming 
through the doors since the 

work was done.

FEATURE
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IN YOUR AREA

News in brief
Snap

Whickham Photographic Club meets 
every Friday at 7.30pm at Whickham 
Community Centre, Front Street.   
Visit: www.whickhampc.co.uk for 
more details and current exhibitions.

Flu fair
Registered patients of the Oxford 
Terrace and Rawling Road Medical 
Group can get their annual flu jab at 
a ‘Flu fair’ at White Hall Church Hall 
on Saturday 11 October, 10am-2pm. 
Plus stands, a craft stall, tombola and 
refreshments. 

Be our Friend
The Friends of Saltwell Park are 
looking to recruit new members.  
Joining the Friends costs just £6 
per person or £8 per household. 
For more information and to 
download a membership form 
go to: www.OurGateshead.org/
friendsofsaltwellpark

Golden memories
Gateshead Local History Society 
is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
this year with a display of the many 
events and changes that have taken 
place in the town and around Low 
Fell since 1964. At St Mary’s Heritage 
Centre until 23 October, 10am-4pm, 
closed Mondays.

Timber Jills Heritage Programme
Groundwork’s regular work in 
Chopwell Wood uncovered 
considerable interest in the rich 
heritage of the Timber Jills who 
worked in the Wood during the war 
years. A ‘Your Heritage’ grant has 
recently been awarded for volunteers 
to create an oral history, website and 
publication. www.groundwork.org.
uk/sites/northeast

Wardley Community for Change
This community organisation aims to 
bring residents living near Wardley 
Welfare Park together to make their 
community an even better place. For 
more information or to get involved 
call Niki Wardle on 07927 030 850, 
Wardleycommunityforchange@
gmail.com

Kids go green

An environment club for children is 
now up and running at Lobley Hill 
Community Centre.

After-school sessions will see youngsters 
aged 8-11 getting involved in all 
things green - from creating habitats 
and doing wildlife surveys to tackling 
litter waste issues or learning about 

the natural environment at nearby 
Watergate Park.

The club is run by Groundwork North 
East & Cumbria with funding from the 
Sage Community Fund and Asda Living, 
Gateshead until July next year.

If you would like your child to be 
involved in the club, please call Leanne 
Defty at Groundwork on 0191 460 4280 
or email leanne.defty@groundwork.
org.uk

Volunteers needed:  
If you would like to get  
involved in helping with  
the sessions please  
contact Joanne Norman at the 
number above or email joanne.
norman@groundwork.org.uk

Residents safe not sorry
Springwell and Wrekenton residents 
with sheds or allotments are feeling 
a lot safer thanks to a new crime 
safety initiative in the area. Funded by 
Gateshead Community Safety Board.

Householders have been given shed 
alarm locks and crime prevention 
advice as part of a joint operation 
between Gateshead South Policing 
Team, Gateshead Housing Company 
and Gateshead Council.  

Acting Inspector Tim McIntyre of South 
Gateshead Neighbourhood Team said: 
“If you have expensive property in your 
shed it makes sense to protect it with a 
sturdy lock. Try to position your shed in 
a well-lit area and make sure that you 
lock your garden gate.”

PC Jo Breen with Laura Bell of The 
Gateshead Housing Company and PC 
Peter Brooks display the locks and the 
crime prevention leaflets for residents.

Volunteers needed
The Alive Lunch Club in Bensham takes place every Thursday  
lunchtime at St. Chad’s Church, Westminster Street.   
At only £3 per person, the club is very popular and more volunteers  
would help provide more places at the table! 

So if you would like to help cook and serve the meals, make new friends or 
perhaps provide some entertainment, please get in touch with Rev. Meg 
Gilley on 0191 477 1428 or email meg.gilley@durham.anglican.org

You can report anti-social behaviour online:  
www.gatesheadhousing.co.uk/asb-form or contact your housing office.  
For home and garden crime safety advice visit www.northumbria.police.uk
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The hard work and 
commitment of the many 
‘friends’ groups in Gateshead 
contribute greatly to the quality 
of life in our borough.  Friends 
of Windy Nook Nature Park is 
one such group.  

Set up in 2006, the ‘friends’ work 
alongside the Council to make the park 
a safer and a more enjoyable place to 
visit by planting wild flowers, creating 
a wildflower meadow, putting up 
nest and bat boxes,  litter picking and 
generally keeping the area tidy.  They’ve 
even created green gym area for visitors 
to enjoy in three small areas in the park.

Group treasurer John Young said: 
“We couldn’t do what we do without 
the fantastic work of our members 
who work hard to get funding for our 
projects and carry them out.  This year 
we have seen the flowering of our new 
wildlife meadow and have recently 
put in 100 metres of hawthorn hedge 
to encourage more wildlife into the 
area.  We’ve also secured money from 
the Community Foundation for new 

equipment and training and to reseed 
an area next to the small pond.”

New members are always needed, if 
you are interested please email the 
group at garner247@blueyonder.
co.uk  Information is also available at  
www.OurGateshead.org.uk

IN YOUR AREA

Hearty Lives
Men living in East Gateshead are being 
encouraged to improve their health and 
lifestyle with support from the Hearty 
Lives Gateshead project.  

This innovative £100,000 project offers 
a range of free at activities for men aged 
18 plus and is run in partnership with 

local voluntary groups, the NHS and 
Gateshead Council. 

For more information on activities 
visit www.OurGateshead.org/
heartylives or call Sport, Physical 
Activity and Health Development 
team on 0191 433 8133.

Men’s Health Groups:  Mondays, 1pm 
at Pelaw Youth Centre and Wednesdays, 
10am at Leam Lane Community Centre

Cycling: Mondays, 10am at Leam 
Lane Community Centre (pre-booking 
essential)

Football: Tuesdays, 1pm at Leam 
Rangers Football Club

Health Walks: Tuesdays, 10.45am at 
Leam Lane Community Centre

Spirit of  
Chandless
A heritage lottery 
grant of £10,000 has 
been secured to take 
forward the successful Chandless 
Lives project that captured the 
stories and photographs from 
local people who lived on the 
Chandless Estate prior to its 
demolition.  

Photographer Sharon Bailey and 
artist Stevie Ronnie have been 
working with local people to build 
on this project and gather further 
stories and information in order to 
set up a new online resource.  

For more information visit  
www.spiritofchandless.org  
If you would like to contribute 
your stories or photographs 
please contact the Council’s arts 
development team on:  
0191 433 8449. 

Friends of Windy Nook Nature Park
Get  
involved
Volunteers 
are needed to 
manage and run projects at your 
local community centres.  You can 
get involved in lots of ways from 
being a trustee helping to manage 
the centre, to being a fundraiser.

You can also help support projects 
working with older people, children 
or themed groups that tackle issues 
like health improvement or art and 
music projects.

If you have a few hours to spare 
and a commitment to doing 
something positive in your local 
community, please get in touch – 
there are volunteer vacancies now 
for community centre trustees.

For more information, call into 
your local community centre  
or contact Kate Marshall on  
0191 433 3255,  
katemarshall@gateshead.gov.uk 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
volunteering
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For information on the market phone:  
The market manager Melanie Cornish on 07947 955 500

IN YOUR AREA

A voyage of disc-overy?
A series of discs attached to buildings 
and pavements in Kibblesworth have 
begun leading locals on a voyage of 
disc-overy.

The Kibby Disc Trail features 20 enamel 
discs celebrating either a significant 
place such as the cricket pavilion 
and the school, or significant 
local people. 

One of the discs celebrates 
Dennis ‘Jock’ Lowe who grew 
up in the village and went 
on to become chief pilot of 
Concorde. Other discs mark 

nearby works of art 
or record popular 
local myths.

Viewing all 20 will 
take you on a gentle 
meander right through the village.  

Local residents helped with the 
subject matter for the discs 

which were then created 
by artists commissioned 
by Keelman Homes with 
support from The Gateshead 

Housing Company and 
Gateshead Council.

New affordable homes
Work is now underway on a £2 million 
development in Ryton that will see 20 
new homes being built – six for sale and 
14 for affordable rent.

The homes which are on the sites of a 
former older persons’ residential home 
at The Lonnen will also be energy 
efficient, incorporating a number of 
sustainable features to reduce heat loss, 
helping householders to save money 
on their utility bills.

The development is being built by 
Galliford Try Partnerships North on 
behalf of Keelman Homes, a charitable 
operation which works alongsideThe 
Gateshead Housing Company and 

Gateshead Council. Local architect, 
Gradon Architecture, designed the two, 
three and four bedroomed homes.  

Cabinet Member for Housing  
Councillor Malcolm Graham said:  “It is 
fantastic to see this project is underway 
to help meet the ever-increasing need 
for affordable homes in the area.  I am 
sure they will be in great demand when 
they are completed.”

For details of how to  apply for one  
of these new homes visit  
www.tyneandwearhomes.org.uk 
or contact The Gateshead Housing 
Company’s lettings team on  
0191 433 5345. 

Councillor Graham and Stephen McCoy 
(front left and right) get work started on 
the scheme, watched by Brian Kelly,  
Chair of Keelman Homes, Andrew 
Woods and Neil Bouch, director of 
customers and communities at The 
Gateshead Housing Company. 

Fresh and local
The brand new Ryton Local Produce 
Market takes place on Saturday 27 
September. It will feature a great mix 
of items from local farmers and food 
producers including fruit, vegetables, 
jams, eggs, cheese, meat and more.

The market takes place near Barmoor 
Hub, just off Main Road and runs on 
the last Saturday of every month. A 
big supporter of the new market is 
Laura Burlison (pictured) who runs 
The Paddock in High Spen, she’ll be 
selling an impressive range of items 
grown, made or laid on her farm.

Bradley Gardens
Bradley Gardens marked its first 
anniversary under new ownership 
last month with its busiest week 
ever. The visitor attraction near 
Crawcrook, which features a café, 
nursery and growing collection 
of specialist retailers, has also just 
started restoring the third of its 
five historic glass houses.

The glass houses, which house the 
café, date from the earliest days of 
the property, which was once the 
kitchen garden for a nearby grand 
hall.  It now caters for up to 150 
visitors on a weekday and up to 
250 on a weekend.

The number of staff has also gone 
up from three to 22 within the last 
12 months. New chefs are among 
the recent recruits as Bradley 
Gardens looks to make a name for 
itself among fans of fine food.

Bradley Gardens director, Mark 
Robinson said: “We’ve seen a 
huge increase in visitors over the 
summer. What is most satisfying 
is that it has been almost entirely 
down to word of mouth. These 
are very exciting times for Bradley 
Gardens.”

Bradley Gardens is located on the 
edge of Crawcrook, just off Sled 
Lane and is clearly signposted 
from the centre of the village.
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For more information contact Sarah at Edberts House on 0191 469 1066 or  
email sarah@edbertshouse.org

Local people using the Teams Life 
Centre (formerly Team Community 
Centre) will have noticed some major 
changes. 

Not only has the centre got a new name 
and new management following the 
transfer of the building from Council 
responsibility to the Dunston Family 
Church, it’s had a bit of a makeover 
too.  From refurbishing the main hall 
and cafe to setting up a charity shop 
and music room, the centre is proving a 
magnet for local people keen to take up 
the many activities, courses, and events 
on offer.

Dunston Family Church Pastor, Ed 
Nichols together with staff, volunteers 
and local people have worked together 
to make the centre a success.  He said:  
“We’ve worked hard to offer things at 
the centre that people want, listening to 
their views and suggestions. I’m pleased 
to say the hard work is really paying off 
and the centre is flourishing.

“Our Kids Club every Wednesday is very 
popular (5-6.30pm), and our Monday 
family fun days are really well attended 
encouraging families to come in have 
fun together. We’re about to set up a 
children and an adult choir too, and our 

family services held every Sunday at 
4.30pm are always busy. “

The centre is also used by external 
organisations offering advice and 
support on a range of issues.

Teams Life Centre is on Askew Road 
NE8 2PW. Phone 0191 478 1003 for 
more information.

Band success
Young people from the 1st Windy 
Nook Girls’ Brigade & Methodist 
Youth Marching Band have won a 
national competition.  

They recently took part in the 
Brigades National Showcase 
Championships at Stoke-on-Trent 
and came home as winners of the 
Novice Class, along with trophies 
for Best Drill, Best Display, and Best 
Musical Effect.

Local people from the Nest and Old 
Fold estates have been giving their 
views on a community plan for the area 
that aims to improve people’s well-
being and reduce health inequalities.

The plan is being co-ordinated by 
Heworth-based community charity 
Edberts House, with funding for their 
projects and ideas being considered 
in October by the People’s Health Trust 
which allocates grants from the Health 
Lottery.

Events taking place so far  include:
• Involvement from over 200 people 

at a community event at the Bede 
Centre organised by Edberts House in 
partnership with Streets Ahead.

• A pop up community space has been 
created in a disused shop on the Nest 
Estate, attracting over 150 people 
every week throughout the summer 
holidays. 

IN YOUR AREA

Community Plan takes shape

Local people at the pop up community space

Teams Life Centre

Families enjoying the facilities at Teams Life Centre
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OUT AND ABOUT

If you go down to the woods today 
you’re in for a surprise!

Local wood sculptor, Tommy Craggs, 
has created a new wood sculpture at 
the Thornley Woodland Centre near 
Rowlands Gill. Following on from a 
series of sculptures Tommy completed 
as a sculpture trail in 2011, he has 
returned to carve out a mystical ‘green 
man’ using the remains of a diseased 
beech tree which stood at the 
entrance to the visitor centre. 

Chainsaw sculptor Tommy said: “It’s 
great that I’m able to create something 

out of a fallen or felled tree, which 
would normally be used for firewood 
that the public can appreciate.”

The new carving has been made 
possible through a kind donation left 
by local resident Dorothy Hutchinson, 
who recently passed away but who 
spent many happy hours walking 
through the local Derwent Valley 
woodlands. You can view the new 
carving and the magical sculpture 
trail in Paddock Hill Wood near to the 
Thornley Woodland Centre in the 
Derwent Walk Country Park. 

Peacocks in the park
There’s been a couple of new arrivals at 
Saltwell Park this summer – and they’ve 
created quite a stir.

The peacocks in Pet’s Corner laid 
eggs this year and, unusually, they’ve 
hatched into a couple of inquisitive little 
chicks.

Park staff have been keeping a careful 
eye on them, although the chicks 
seem to be in good hands. One of the 
peahens seems determined to look 

after her own chick her own way, while 
one of park’s broody hens has been 
happily taking care of the other.

It’s still too early to say if the chicks will 
grow up to the splendid male peacocks 
or rather more dowdy peahens, but 
they have proven to be a popular 
attraction over the summer.

The new arrivals are flourishing and 
getting bigger every day - check them 
out at Pet’s Corner in Saltwell Park.

Sports courses
It’s been a fantastic summer of 
sport – with many of us enjoying it 
from the comfort of our armchairs.  
But if it’s inspired you to actually 
get involved and take up a sport 
– we can help. Gateshead’s leisure 
centres are offering a range 
of sports courses with lots for 
you to try, including volleyball, 
gymnastics, handball, swimming 
and more!  

Courses start from Monday  
13 October. There’s something 
for everyone so check out what’s 
available and visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk or 
contact your local Gateshead 
leisure centre.

Tommy Craggs creating the new  
sculpture in Thornley Woods

Green man joins the trail

Park award
Saltwell Park has picked up a Green 
Flag Award – the ninth time it has 
done so.  The award recognises parks 
which are welcoming, clean, safe and 
well managed. 

Cabinet Member for Culture, Sport 
and Leisure, Councillor Peter Mole 
said: “The awarding of yet another 
Green Flag this year for Saltwell Park 
is a credit to all those who work, 

maintain and manage this fantastic 
green space. From ornamental and 
woodland gardens, a boating lake, 
bowling greens, play areas, a maze, 
educational  centre, and of course the 
stunning Saltwell Towers, it’s a great 
place to visit anytime of the year.”  

For more information on Saltwell 
Park visit: www.gateshead.gov.uk/
saltwellpark



30 Gateshead Council News Autumn 2014

Hammer, wood, 
nails…

OUT AND ABOUT

Want to get fit?  
Sign up online for your GO 
membership – prices from £19 
per month.
www.gateshead.gov.uk/GO

Bonfire Night
On November 5, 1605, Guy Fawkes 
and his 13 fellow conspirators placed 
36 barrels of gunpowder in the cellars 
below the Houses of Parliament in a 
doomed attempt to destroy it and kill 
King James I. The Gunpowder plot failed, 
but 409 years later, we still remember it 
with fireworks and bonfires.  

Here in Gateshead, the Council has 
organised three free events at:

• Saltwell Park
• Barmoor in Ryton
• Oliver Henderson Park in Felling

Bonfires are lit at 7pm, with fireworks 
at 7.30pm.

If you are thinking of organising your 
own Bonfire night event, Tyne and 
Wear Fire and Rescue Service has 
some tips to make sure you and your 
family stay safe.

• Don’t do it yourself - attend an 
organised display instead

• Tell the Council about any  illegal 
bonfires that are being built 

• Call 999 to report any illegal 
bonfires that have been lit

• Remember: alcohol and fireworks 
don’t mix

• Always supervise children around 
fireworks

• Never give sparklers to children 
under five

• Keep pets indoors 
• Ensure you bring your wheelie bin 

in as soon as it is emptied – it is a 
target for arson if you don’t

If you have any concerns about 
unauthorised bonfires being built 
please phone the Council on 0191 
433 3000. For more information 
and advice on how to enjoy a safe 
Bonfire Night visit:  
www.twfire.gov.uk/bonfire or 
www.facebook.com/bonfires

Sculpture Day 2013

It’s nearly time to get hammering 
as our yearly woodfest (also known 
as Family Sculpture Day) draws 
nearer.  Taking place on Sunday 
28 September, 11am-4pm in the 
Grove, Saltwell Park , all you need 
to do is come and let your creativity 
take over.  

This year we want sculptures based 
on the theme of  ‘A few of my 
favourite things’.  Now in its 29th 
year, this annual event has become 
a family favourite.  We provide 
tonnes of wood, tools and all the 
nails you need and there will be 
artists available to help you get 
started. Entry is free but there is a 
small charge for nails, tool hire and 
Raku pottery. Please bring along 
your own hammers and lots of 
ideas.

For further details contact: 
Karolynne Hart from the 
Council’s Arts Development 
Team on 0191 433 8449, 
karolynnehart@gateshead.gov.
uk or phone Gateshead Central 
Library on 0191 433 8420.

Rugby  World Cup 2015
Training facilities in Newcastle and 
Gateshead will be on Rugby World 
Cup duty in 2015, after being chosen 
as team bases for some of the biggest 
names in the sport.

The organisers England 2015 carried 
out a nationwide search for the very 
best training facilities, sports clubs, 
hotels and universities, to provide 20 
teams with a place to stay and train 
during next year’s tournament.

Now five venues have been given the 
Rugby World Cup seal of approval 
and officially designated as Team 
Bases, after proving their credentials 
in what was a highly competitive 
process.

Gateshead International Stadium 
and Gateshead College’s Academy 
for Sport will be the home of South 
Africa and Samoa. The defending 
champions, New Zealand, will be 
at Darlington’s Mowden Park RFC.
Northumbria University will host the 
Tongan national team while Scotland 
will be put through their paces using 
the facilities at Royal Grammar School 
Newcastle.

Rugby World Cup 2015 kicks off 
on Friday 18 September, with 
host nation England playing at 
Twickenham.

For ticket applications visit:  
www.NewcastleGateshead.com/
rwc

Councillor Ged Bell, of Newcastle City 
Council; Northumbria University’s head 
of rugby, Simon Culley; Councillor Peter 
Mole, of Gateshead Council; and Judith 
Doyle, principal and chief executive of 
Gateshead College

Stay safe
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Ride on Tyne

Cyclists riding along the popular 
Keelmans Way will find the route is 
shorter and more accessible thanks to 
the opening of a new cycle route.

Previously cyclists had to make a 
1.5 mile diversion doubling back on 
themselves because they were unable 
to cross over the Newcastle to Carlisle 
railway line.  Now, thanks to a £200,000 
joint project between the Council and 
cycling charity Sustrans, the extra pedal 
power is no longer needed. 

The new three metre wide shared route 
involved creating a new path above 
mud flats on the River Derwent and 
under the railway line, providing for the 
first time a direct link into the Keelmans 
Way.

Cabinet Member for Transport,  
Councillor John McElroy said: “We’ve 
been aware that this was really a 
missing link in the Keelmans Way for 
some time, but plugging that gap 
has been quite a challenge. Cycling 
in Gateshead continues to grow in 
popularity. This new link will make 
cycling even more attractive for anyone 
working at Watermark as well as 
improving the Keelmans Way for those 
who simply cycle for pleasure.”

One of the businesses set to benefit 
from the new cycle route is Storck 
Bicycle UK, a high quality bicycle dealer 
based at Watermark Business Park. The 
new link will give easier access than 
ever to both staff and customers.

Councillor John McElroy and Ian Hughes, Managing Director of Storck UK on the new 
stretch of the Keelmans Way cycle route

Gateshead International Stadium is playing host to ‘Glow 2014’. You can run, 
walk or dance to live music while being sprayed with glow neon paint – with all 
proceeds raised going to RNIB. The fun starts from 7pm on Friday 10 October. 

For full details go to: www.rnib.org.uk/glow or Facebook RNIB events

Gateshead FC
After an eventful season last year 
when Gateshead FC nearly made 
it back into the Football League, 
the team start the new conference 
campaign with a great new 
sponsor.  Intu Metrocentre has 
become their home shirt sponsor 
for the first time and their season 
got off to a great start with a win 
against Torquay. 

Details of future games, season 
tickets and a lot more can be 
found on the club’s website:  
www.gateshead-fc.com

Get Active outdoors
Get active and enjoy walking in 
Saltwell Park by following the 
new way markers that have been 
installed. With three different 
routes to choose from this is an 
ideal way to increase your fitness 
with distances of ½ mile, 1 mile 
and 1½ miles to choose from.  All 
walks start and finish at Saltwell 
Towers so increase your fitness 
levels by timing yourself and aim 
to improve this, or you can do 
more than one route to build up 
the distance you walk.

For more information on other 
physical activity opportunities 
including organised activities, 
please contact the sport, 
physical activity and health 
development team on 
0191 433 8112 or email 
sportdevelopment@gateshead.
gov.uk

We can help  
you arrange a  
fun party for your  
child’s birthday.

Call your local leisure facility to find 
out more about pool, sledging and 
archery parties.  

Details and booking form online: 
www.gateshead.gov.uk

Glow 2014
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FEATURE

• The Fantastic Fairground of Fishy Feats – 
performed by Five Ring Circus, a North East youth 
circus, who will present their own interpretation of 
David’s book, The Boy who Swam with Piranhas.   
At Discovery Museum, Newcastle, Wednesday  
29 and Thursday 30 October. 

• Théâtre Sans Frontières, one of the region’s leading theatre companies,  
will perform a brand new play based on David’s popular book, Heaven Eyes.  
At Gateshead Central Library, Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 October.

• Big Juice Read at Newcastle City Library and Gateshead Central Library on 
Tuesday 28 October. Young performers and designers will help bring to life  
The Boy who Swam with Piranhas in two activity filled events. 

• David Almond presents a reading from Heaven Eyes and a sneak preview of 
some of his latest stories at St Mary’s Heritage Centre, on Friday 31 October. 
Booking required.

Half term highlights
This October half term, young people can look forward to a packed week of 
activities and events.  From sports based fun at their local leisure centre to 
the creative buzz of the annual Juice Festival. 

Art Jam

As October half term draws near, 
the best place to start is at your local 
Gateshead Leisure facility. Here you’ll 
find holiday activity sessions featuring 
netball to climbing, football to 
swimming and lots in between.   

And whether you want to do a one-
off activity or sign up to a range of 
activities over five days – the choice is 
yours.  Our five day sports camps allow 
you to try a variety of sports including 
handball, basketball, hockey, and 
badminton.  If you are looking for more of a thrill, sign up for 
Adrenalin Daze and try out tubing and sledging, high ropes and  
our assault course.

If you’re more of a water baby, head to one of the fun sessions available daily 
in all our swimming pools including rafts and rings, water slide, tots and toys 
and our inflatable obstacle course, aquarun! 

Holiday fun
Juice: Dance
Just Jam is a weekend of hip hop 
culture and breakdancing workshops 
featuring some of the world’s greatest 
B-Boys and B-Girls. Take part or just 
watch the action as some of the world’s 
best dancers battle against each other 
in an epic all day dance battle. Hosted 
by Dance City and Bad Taste Cru.  At 
Dance City on Saturday 1 and Sunday 
2 November. 

Juice: Art
One of the biggest names in street 
art, Inkie, aka Tom Bingle will show 
off his skills at Art Jam on Saturday 
25 October at a free event at the 
CoMusica arches behind Sage 
Gasteshead.  Viewed by many as one 
the pioneers of street art along with 
fellow Bristolians Banksy and 3D. This 
is a rare opportunity to get up close 
and personal with one of the world’s 
greatest street artists.

NewcastleGateshead’s Juice Festival is 
sponsored by Port of Tyne.  Tickets are now 
on sale. See www.juicefestival.co.uk for 
further updates or follow Juice Festival on 
twitter @JuiceFestival or like the Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/JuiceFestival.NG

Leading the way at this year’s Juice Festival is award 
winning author David Almond (pictured right) of ‘Skellig’ 
fame, who has taken on the role of artistic advisor.  A 
number of events inspired by his books will take place 
across Gateshead and Newcastle including:

For full details on all the half term 
holiday activity sessions and 
camps available contact your 
local Gateshead leisure centre 
or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
holidayactivities   
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WHAT’S ON

SEPTEMBER

Wednesday 24 September 
Gateshead Oddments Talk  
St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 7pm  Richard 
Stevenson will talk about the strange, 
humorous and forgotten bits of Gateshead’s 
history. £1, payable on the door.

Thursday 25 September
The Good, The Bad and The Ugly  
Pelaw Library, 7-8pm. Freda Thompson 
presents an illustrated talk and a fascinating 
glimpse into our local history. All ages. £1 
- Free to members of Felling Local History 
Society.

Friday 26 September
Nik Kershaw  Sage Gateshead, 8pm.   
To celebrate the 30th anniversary of his 
first chart success, Nik performs songs and 
tells tales from his impressive career and 
takes questions from the audience. This is a 
rare opportunity to experience an intimate 
evening with the 80s star. Tickets £22.50, to 
book call 0191 443 4461 or visit  
www.sagegateshead.gov.uk 

Sunday 28 September
Gateshead Family Sculpture Day  
Saltwell Park, 11am-4pm. This year’s theme 
is ‘A Few of My Favourite Things’ - make 
whatever makes you happy! Get your spot 
early in Saltwell Park’s Grove for this popular 
family event.  

Monday 6-11 October
Cat’s Cradle  Little Theatre, Gateshead, 
7.15pm. Thriller by Leslie Sands performed by 
The Little Theatre’s Progressive Players. Tickets 
£8 (concs available) from 0191 478 1499 or 
email littletheatregateshead@gmail.com

Thursday 9 October
An Evening with Val Laws  Pelaw Library 
7-8.30pm. Crime author, Val Laws will be 
discussing her new thriller, “The Operator”. 
Adults only. £3, free to members of Gateshead 
Libraries’ Reading Groups. Book in advance - 
call 0191 433 8420.  

Friday 10 October
Glow 2014 - Neon 3km Fun Run 
Gateshead International Stadium, 7pm. Run, 
walk or dance to the music of live djs under 
uv lights while being sprayed with glow neon 
paint for RNIB. Visit www.rnib.org.uk/glow

Until 12 October
Daniel Buren a dazzling show of lights and 
mirrors make up Buren’s exhibition on BALTIC’s 
Level 4 gallery space. Watch how the sun 
transforms the exhibition space. 

Tuesday 14 October
Elaine Paige  Sage Gateshead, 7pm.  
Multi award winning Elaine will perform songs 
from the world of musical theatre and her 
hugely successful recording catalogue. Tickets 
from £25 www.sagegateshead.gov.uk or call  
0191 443 4661.

Wednesday 15 October
Public Art in Gateshead Talk  St Marys 
Heritage Centre, 2.30pm. Gateshead Council’s 
Public Art Curator Anna Pepperall will share 
her extensive knowledge of public art in 
Gateshead. £1, payable on the door.

Saturday 18 October
Creative Crafts  Gateshead International 
Stadium, 9.30am-3pm. Stands selling card 
making and paper crafts, beads, glitter, 
ribbons, wool, fabric, patchwork and quilting,  
jewellery much more. Free parking.  
Tickets £3.50 on the door. For details email  
alison@initialj.co.uk or call 01661 886 814. 

Until 18 October
Making a Mark, Shipley Art Gallery, paintings, 
drawings and prints showcase the many 
methods of creating a work on paper in this 
exhibition, also featuring works by local artist 
Robert McEune, some of which are on show 
for the first time. 

Thursday 23 October
Women of the Great War: A History 
Wardrobe Presentation  Gateshead Central 
Library, 6.30-8.30pm. World War One was a 
time of great social change, bringing new 
opportunities and freedoms to many women, 
which had a dramatic impact on fashion. 
A moving and amusing presentation of 
costumes and uniforms. All ages. £6 - Book in 
advance 0191 433 8420. 

Highlights

Original North Pole Express
Saturday 29 November –  
24 December

Tanfield Railway, Marley Hill, Gateshead. 
Visit Santa Claus in style on the world’s 
oldest railway. 

Trains run weekends only from Saturday 
29 November and throughout December 
and on 23 and 24 December. Tickets £12 
per person (no concessions) and include 
light refreshments. All children will receive 
a special gift from Santa! 

Pre-booking essential. Call 0845 463 4836 
(evening from 7-10pm). 

Enchanted Parks
Wednesday 10 -Sunday 14 December

Enchanted Parks is back as part of the 
NewcastleGateshead Winter Festival. 

Saltwell Park will be transformed into an 
after-dark adventure for everyone, with light, 
sound, fire projections, performance and a few 
surprises!

Tickets will go on sale from November – check 
online at www.NewcastleGateshead.com

eDay 3
Saturday 27 September,  
10am-3pm

Into technology and gaming? Don’t miss 
Gateshead Central Library’s free eDay. 
Activities include: html workshops and 
drop-in maker activities such as Raspberry 
Pi, 3D printing, and get to try out Oculus 
Rift DK2. Plus Darth Vader and a Storm 
Trooper or two will be joining in the 
fun!  Prebook by calling 0191 433 8420 
or at www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson 
Workshops are for 12 years and over – 
book online or call Jacqui Thompson on 
0191 433 8406.

OCTOBER
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Friday 24 October
Bridie Jackson & The Arbour  Shipley Art 
Gallery, 7pm. The Newcastle based four-
piece are an eclectic group of folk-influenced 
musicians. Tickets £12 (booking fee applies). 
Book via www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk 

Friday 24 and Saturday 25 October
Anime Attacks convention and Japanese 
Culture Festival  Gateshead Central Library is 
back for its fourth year. Featuring  
J Pop Go, Cosplay contest, panels, workshops, 
film screenings and much more!   
Tickets - £3 (film screening only) and £7.50 
(convention only)  Booking essential - visit  
www.gatesheadlibraries.com or call  
0191 433 8420. 
 
Monday 27 October-Thursday  
27 November 
Low Fell First World War Exhibition 
Low Fell Community Library. Small exhibition 
about the people of Low Fell who served 
during WW1. All ages. Free - Just turn up.

Wednesday 29 October
ChoccyWokky  Crawcrook Library, 10.30-
11.30am. Enter the world of Roald Dahl with 
treasure hunts, crafts and activities. 5+ years, 
£1 - Book in advance.

NOVEMBER

Saturday 1 November 
Musical Rumpus  Gateshead Old Town 
Hall, 1.30pm and 4.30pm - explore a magical 
underwater world of mermaids and monsters 
on this journey into the music of JS Bach, 
especially designed for babies up to two years. 
Tickets £5 from www.sagegateshead.gov.uk  
or call 0191 443 4661.

Saturday 1 and 29 November 
Daisy Green Christmas Market  10am-4pm, 
Shipley Art Gallery. Hand picked homewares, 
jewellery, accessories and more - a one stop 
shop for all your Christmas shopping.  Free. 

Thursday 6 November
Library Lates: The World of Stephen King 
Gateshead Central Library, 7.30-9.30pm. Join 
us for our popular after hours event as we 
take a journey through the life and career of 
bestselling author Stephen King. Adults only. 
£3 - book in advance - 0191 433 8420.

Tuesday 11 November
Healthwatch Gateshead Annual Event  
Find out what Healthwatch have done so 
far and how you can get involved in helping 
improve the health of Gateshead people.  
At Gateshead Civic Centre (Bewicks B) from 
10.30am-12.30pm.  Plus light buffet lunch.  
0191 491 1688.

Monday 10-15 November 
Hayfever  Little Theatre, Gateshead, 7.15pm. 
Comedy by Noel Coward performed by The 
Little Theatre’s Progressive Players. Tickets £8 
(concs available) from 0191 478 1499 or email 
littletheatregateshead@gmail.com.

Saturday 15 and Sunday  
16 November
Tyneside Model Railway Exhibition  
Gateshead International Stadium 10am-6pm 
(Sat) and 10am-5pm (Sun). Working layouts, 
trade stands, refreshments, demonstrations, 
free parking.  Charges apply, tickets on the 
door. For more information contact John 
Hickey - 07887 512 953 or visit  
www.newcastlemodelrailway.org.uk

Saturday 15 November-20 December
Gateshead Art Society exhibition  
Shipley Art Gallery. Exhibition of paintings, 
featuring new work produced over the past 
year. Many of the works on show are available 
to buy.  

Sunday 16 November
Luke Daniels - Singer-songwriter  
Luke Daniels performs material from his new 
album ‘What’s Here What’s Gone’. £10 plus 
booking fee. Tickets available via  
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk. 

Until 16 November 
Marine Hugonnier  BALTIC Centre for 
Contemporary Art. Hugonnier presents the 
film Apicula Enigma 2013 (translated as the 
‘bee’s riddle’). Shot in the mountains of Austria, 
the film follows the journey of a bee colony. 

Thursday 20 November
Gareth Gates  Sage Gateshead, 7pm. Pop 
Idol finalist plays his well known hits, fan 
favourites and new material following the 
release of his latest album ‘The Very Best of 
Gareth Gates’. Tickets £17.50, to book call 0191 
443 4461 or visit www.sagegateshead.gov.uk

DECEMBER

Saturday 6 December
Christmas Craft Fair  Gateshead Central 
Library, 9.30am-12.30pm. Christmas market 
with vintage and handmade crafts, recycled 
and vintage-inspired jewellery, clothing and 
baked goods. All ages. Free - just turn up.

Saturday 6 December
Teen Video Game Morning  Gateshead 
Central Library, 10am-12.30pm. Show off 
your video gaming skills and win prizes in our 
tournaments featuring X-Box, Nintendo, Neo 
geo, Sega and more! Age 12+ years. Free - Just 
turn up.

Monday 8th-13th December
Tartuffe  Little Theatre, Gateshead, 7.15pm. 
Farce by Moliere adapted by Roger McGough 
performed by The Little Theatre’s Progressive 
Players. Tickets £8 (concs available) from  
0191 478 1499 or email 
littletheatregateshead@gmail.com.

Saturday 13 December
Bonkers about Baubles!  Gateshead 
Central Library, 10.30-11.30am. Join the junior 
gardeners to make your own Christmas tree 
baubles and then decorate the tree in the 
library garden. Children of all ages. Free - Just 
turn up.

Monday 22 December-24 December
The Snowman  Sage Gateshead. Enjoy 
the magical experience of watching this 
seasonal family favourite, accompanied by a 
live orchestra. Tickets £15-£17, family tickets 
available from the ticket office.  
To book call 0191 443 4461 or visit  
www.sagegateshead.gov.uk 

Wednesday 31 December
NewcastleGateshead Winter Festival: 
Midnight Fireworks  See 2014 go off with 
a bang with fireworks at midnight on the 
quayside. The perfect end to the New Year’s 
Eve festivities. For more information visit - 
www.NewcastleGateshead.com/winterfestival

WHAT’S ON

For full listings or to book tickets  at 
Sage Gateshead call 0191 443 4661 or 

visit www.sagegateshead.com

For latest exhibitions and events at  
Baltic visit www.balticmill.com

This is just a taste of events across 
Gateshead.  For more see  
www.gateshead.gov.uk

If you want to advertise an event for free please add your listing to the community website www.OurGateshead.org

Want to tell people about news and  
events in your local community?  
Get your message over on the 
improved community website
www.OurGateshead.org   

Happily 
never after

If you or someone you know is being forced into marriage, 
contact Northumbria Police on 101

FORCED MARRIAGE IS A CRIME

Angelou Centre 0191 2260394 (Open 9am - 5pm, Mon - Fri)
Forced Marriage Helpline 020 7008 0151 (Available 24 hours)
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Find out what’s happening 
near you on Gateshead’s 
community website at 

Up to date information published by local people

Gateshead’s latest
visitor attraction

www. .org

For more information contact Mark Shilcock
Tel: 0191 478 4103   Email: markshilcock.gcn@gvoc.org.uk

In every Anchor care home you’ll 
find a highly skilled team that’s 

passionate about helping your loved 
one to live happily and independently, 
providing carefully planned support 

24-hours every day. 

But we also know it’s the little things 
that can make all the difference like 
arranging favourite activities, making 

that perfect cup of tea or always 
finding the time for a friendly chat.

45 years’ experience.  
Not-for-profit.

At Anchor we 
know it’s the little 
things that matter

*Valid 08/09/14 – 31/10/14. 
Conditions apply.

To find out more, call us free on

0808 256 7693
or visit anchor.org.uk/autumn5

Anchor Care Homes. Happy living.Stay 3  
weeks for  
the price  

of 2* Northbourne  
Durham Road, Low Fell, NE9 5AR

Anchor Trust registered charity no. 1052183.

Anchor Homes Gatehead Council 94x133 P R 010914.indd   1 01/09/2014   12:52:05
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Now it’s not out of reach! Turn your dream into a reality with The Hive, a new retail store which offers new independent retailers 
a chance to take their first step into business and showcase their products. Based on Gateshead’s High Street and situated 
next to the new £150million Trinity Square, The Hive is set to become the place to go to buy unique and creative products. 
With a dedicated support team and six months low cost rent of £50 per week with flexible terms and low risk, this is an ideal 
opportunity to get started.  

Other benefits include:

• individual professional/business development support

• a fully fitted out retail space within a branded store

•  a branding and PR package to raise awareness and attract customers to The Hive

• plus much more…

For further information or to register your interest and take the first step into making your dream a reality visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/the-hive or call 07885 224 581

innovative | independent | inspired

Dreaming of starting up your own retail business?

Thinking about adoption, but not sure where to start...

Start your journey with 
Gateshead Council
www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption or call 0191 433 6388  

National Adoption Week 3-9 November  2014

Gateshead Council offers foster carers one to one 
support, training and a weekly payment. 

Anybody can apply! 
www.gateshead.gov.uk or call 0191 433 8333 

Do you have room 
for more?


