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For more information about the progress of the building and a virtual tour  
of the new centre visit: www.qegateshead.nhs.uk/emergencycarecentre 

The new Emergency Care Centre will modernise the 
way patients are cared for during an emergency, by 
bringing together a wide range of services including:

• accident and emergency

• walk in centre

• GP services

• medical & surgical assessment 

• urgent children’s services 

This year we’re investing £32m in a brand new building at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, which will 
bring state-of-the-art healthcare to you. Our bright modern building includes single occupancy, and 
en suite rooms for all patients in the short stay wards.

Coming soon:
A new emergency care centre for Gateshead

There when you need us the most
Whether it is for a sprained ankle, a child with a really 
high temperature through to broken bones, major 
accidents and strokes and heart attacks, this new centre 
in Gateshead, will be the place to come.

You will be seen immediately by a nurse who will assess 
your situation and point you in the right direction to get 
the care that best suits your problem. Using the latest 
technology, you can be x-rayed, scanned and tested 
to help our highly specialised team of experts tell you 
quickly what is wrong.
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New store opens 
in Gateshead 
town centre 
Page 23

Welcome to our 
Winter edition.

We’ve reached 
that stage in the 
year when we 
need to begin 
agreeing our 
budget for the 
year ahead.  As 
ever, we have 
some tough 
decisions to make 
- and we need your help in making 
them. Inside you’ll find all the details of 
the difficult choices we have to make, 
including how you can play your part in 
helping us decide which ones to make.

We’ve had also got news of a special 
10th birthday for Sage Gateshead, with 
the chance for you to get involved in the 
celebrations by winning free tickets for 
upcoming events.

And we are celebrating some of the 
fantastic things that you’ve been doing 
in your local community, with details 
of some of the winners of this year’s 
Gateshead Awards.

In the centre of our Winter edition is a 
pull-out Learning and Skills Directory 
which contains details of more than 300 
courses and activities that will help you 
to improve your leisure time, enhance 
your skills and boost your chances of 
employment.

There’s news about a new store which 
has opened in Gateshead High Street, 
the start of work on a new town centre 
for Felling, the continuing regeneration 
of Dunston, and the completion of the 
first batch of an expected 2,400 new 
homes for Gateshead.

Plus news about how one local village 
took a popular TV crime drama to its 
heart – and how the love was returned 
in unexpected fashion!

Welcome 
from Leader of the Council, 
Councillor Mick Henry

20 page pull-out 
learningSkills 
Directory

Leader of the Council,
Councillor Mick Henry

Gateshead Council News is designed and published by Gateshead Council’s Communications 
Service.  Every effort is made to ensure that all information is correct at time of publication.  
An online version can be viewed at www.gateshead.gov.uk

It is distributed by Flyer Distribution UK Ltd to homes and businesses across Gateshead.   
For delivery queries please contact: 0191 228 9730.   
Printed by Acorn Web Offset Ltd  
Front cover: Sage Gateshead’s Youth Ensemble.  Photo: Mark Savage

Different formats: If you would like to receive Council News in large print, Braille,  
on cassette, CD or mp3, please contact Diane Brennan on 0191 433 3444 or  
dianebrennan@gateshead.gov.uk

© Gateshead Council, Regent Street,  
Gateshead NE8 1HH. 0191 433 3000

Council budget 
Pages 8-9

Look who’s coming 
to the town centre!  
Page 30

Sage Gateshead 
10th Anniversary 
Celebrations
Page 6

Chopwell drama!  
Page 28
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NEWS

News in brief
Culture conference

200 delegates representing over 
80,000 cultural organisations 
attended the Culture Action Europe 
conference in NewcastleGateshead in 
October – the first time the event has 
been held in the UK, with sessions 
taking place at venues including 
Baltic and Sage Gateshead.

Beanstalk  
Local charity Beanstalk trains 
volunteers to help children aged  
6-11 become confident and literate.   
If you are interested contact them on: 
0845 450 0344 or email  
durham@beanstalkcharity.org.uk  
More details on their website  
www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk

Marvel-lous  
Gateshead based digital art and 
design studio Atomhawk played a big 
part in the success of Marvel’s £612 
million box office success ‘Guardians 
of the Galaxy’ film designing space 
craft, key locations and action shots.

Towering success  
Gateshead Council’s catering 
team at Saltwell Towers has won 
the ‘Best Service Team’ award at 
the Association for Public Service 
Excellence (APSE) annual awards 
ceremony.

QE Gateshead  
A national survey of cancer patients 
has named QE Gateshead as one 
of the best performing hospitals in 
the country, coming second in the 
national league tables measuring 
patient experience. This is the fourth 
year running that Gateshead has 
featured in the top five nationally. 

Sharing Heritage  
A £10,000 ‘Sharing Heritage’ lottery 
grant will allow the Council to 
develop a dedicated website called 
‘The Spirit of Chandless’  that will 
host images, stories, memories and 
information about the Chandless area 
of Gateshead. We are one of the first 
Councils in the UK to receive such a 
grant.

Fire hero Liam
He’d only been at his new school 
for four days, but four-year-old Liam 
Mansell from Wardley began his school 
career by helping to save the lives of 
all the pupils and staff at White Mere 
Community Primary, after he spotted 
a fire.

As a result he became the youngest 
person to be presented with a Bravery 
Award by Tyne and Wear Fire and 
Rescue Service.

Liam bravely raised the alarm after 
spotting smoke and calmly telling his 
teacher: “I think our school is on fire,” 
after seeing smoke coming from a 
classroom kitchen.  As a result of his 
actions, the school was evacuated 
within two minutes.

Headteacher Gayle Howe said:   “Liam 
helped save all his friends and all the 
teachers. He walked past the kitchen 
and noticed smoke and went to find 
his teacher to tell her the school was on 
fire. We are incredibly proud of him and 
grateful to him for his actions.” 

District Manager for Gateshead, Dave 
Escott, Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue 
Service, added: “ If it was not for the 
bravery and grown up way Liam acted 
the incident could have easily escalated. 
This really does highlight the fact you 

are never too young to know about fire 
safety.” 

The fire was caused by something 
being accidentally left on a kitchen 
hob. The damage was contained to 
the kitchen hob with the room having 
some slight smoke damage.

Watch Manager Pippa Boddy, Liam 
Mansell and Station Manager Ian Warne 
(for Gateshead and Birtley Community 
Fire Stations)

Gateshead’s community website 
OurGateshead is proving a hit (literally) 
with local community groups and with 
the public.  

With a hit rate of over 10,000 a 
month and over 500,000 page views 
registered since it launched in 2010, 
OurGateshead is proving to be one of 
the best places to find out about news, 
activities and events in the borough. 

Nearly 1,000 groups are already using 
the site to promote what they offer 
with subjects ranging from debt advice 

and friends groups to mental health 
information and local community 
events.

It costs local groups nothing to put 
information on, so if you’ve not 
discovered OurGateshead yet, find out 
more today and start telling people 
what you do!

Visit www.OurGateshead.org   
For more information contact Mark 
Shilcock on 0191 478 4103, or email 
markshilcock@gcn@gvoc.org.uk

Community website success

Council Budget 
Give us your views on our budget proposals 
Visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/budget
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A strong musical connection links the 
three newest Honorary Freemen of 
Gateshead – Anthony Sargent, Lord 
David Puttman and Royal Northern 
Sinfonia.

Council Leader Mick Henry said: “In the 
year that we celebrate Sage Gateshead’s 
tenth birthday, it’s extremely fitting that 
we are able to honour those who have 
helped to make it the success it is today.

“Anthony has worked tirelessly to 
create a world-class venue with an 
international reputation, of which we 
are all incredibly proud. Lord Puttnam 
has not only supported Sage Gateshead 
over a number of years but he has also 
been an influential figure in the field 
of education and in his role as Chair 
of North Music Trust, while the Royal 
Northern Sinfonia, the only full time 

professional chamber orchestra in the 
UK, has played a central role in our 
region’s cultural life for over 50 years. “

The conferment of the Honorary 
Freedom of the Borough  doesn’t 
not carry with it any rights, benefits 
or privileges, but those honoured 
often play a key ambassadorial role 
promoting the borough..

Anthony Sargent said: 

I am honoured beyond words  
by this decision of the Council.  

I am proud wherever I go to 
tell the story of Gateshead’s 
regenerative ambitions and 

achievements - to do that as a 
Freeman of the Borough will be 

a very special honour indeed.

NEWS

Musical trio honoured

Anthony Sargent 

The Gateshead Housing 
Company has been 
included in the top 
50 landlords in the 
country in a national 
housing poll.

The list is compiled by industry 
magazine 24housing to try and find the 
nation’s top landlords and to recognise 
best practice in the sector. The 
housing company joined eight other 
arms-length management (ALMO) 
organisations in the 50, and was also 
the only north eastern ALMO to feature 
in the national table.

For more information on the  
Top 50 landlord list visit 
www.24housing.co.uk

Top 50 listing

Thousands of service men and women who lost their lives fighting for their 
country were remembered with a moving display of crosses in Saltwell Park. 

The Field of Remembrance was planted by volunteers working with The Royal 
British Legion and was dedicated on November 1.

Mayor of Gateshead, Councillor Neil Weatherley, said: “It is a huge privilege for 
Gateshead to host the Field of Remembrance and honour the brave men and 
women who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our country.”

Gateshead remembers

The first home in a £350 million project to regenerate 19 sites across 
the borough has been completed. The project, a partnership between 
Gateshead Council, Galliford Try and Home Group, is delivering over 2,400 
new homes.

The four bedroom house is the first on a development known as The 
Sycamores, off Mount Pleasant Road in Birtley. This site will eventually 
feature 192 three and four bedroomed semi and detached homes. 

A variety of homes for different circumstances are being built across the 19 
sites with some being made for sale and others available to rent. All of the 
homes will feature high quality design and the latest standards in energy 
efficiency and sustainability.

Cabinet Member for Housing, Councillor Malcolm Graham said: “This is a 
fantastic home, but it’s much more than that. It’s the first tangible result of a 
massive project that will deliver thousands of high quality new homes right 
across Gateshead.”

New homes for Birtley
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Sage Gateshead reaches double figures 
this December and would love it if 
you could be part of its 10th birthday 
celebrations.

The fun has already begun with 
gigs from the Pet Shop Boys and St 
Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra 
under its belt, but in the week before 
Christmas, the iconic venue will be 
throwing a party with a difference.  A 
six day party in fact – with something 
for everyone, from classical fans to the 
all-night club crowd.

So, from 16-21 December you can 
enjoy:

·  Beverley Knight fresh from wowing 
audiences in London’s West End. 

·  Two concerts from the ‘best chamber 
orchestra in Britain’ the Royal 
Northern Sinfonia. 

·  Paul Smith from Maximo Park 
with Peter Brewis from Field Music 
perfoming their spectacular new 
album ‘Frozen by Sight’. 

· Folk wunderkind Eliza Carthy is in 
town along with two (two!) ceilidhs 
so you can dance yourself dizzy. 

And if that wasn’t enough, there 
will be all of the Christmas magic 

you’ve come to expect from Sage 
Gateshead, including festive favourite 
The Snowman.  It’s even turning 
the building into a gigantic musical 
instrument.  Really!

Over the next year there will be even 
more fun to be had with special events 
running all the way up to next summer. 

Go to www.sagegateshead.com to 
find out what treats they have in 
store in their 10th birthday year.

NEWS

Win tickets! 
To mark Sage Gateshead’s birthday 
year, we’ve TWO pairs of tickets to 
give away to Council News readers 
for Anton and Erin on Sunday 1 
March at 3pm in Hall 1. 

Just send your contact details 
to our Council News email: 
councilnews@ gateshead.gov.uk 
or post to: Gateshead Council,  
Council News, FREEPOST  
NEA 3381, Gateshead NE8 1BR.  
Entry deadline is 15 December, 
2014. Good luck!

Turning 10 is brilliant

Making music at Sage Gateshead

Congratulations
Sage Gateshead scooped three awards at the North East Tourism Awards winning Gold in the Access for All Tourism 
category, Bronze in the Sustainable Tourism category and a Highly Commended in the Large Visitor Attraction of the 
Year category.  It has also been announced that the iconic venue will host the prestigious VisitEngland Awards for 
Excellence event in 2015 – fighting off opposition from across the UK to hold this national event.

Sage Gateshead first opened its 
doors on 17 December 2004, so 
Wednesday 17 December 2014 
will be a particularly special day 
and will be marked with a night 
full of surprises. 

A musical and visual spectacle will 
throw new performances and classical 
commissions together with the best of the local scene - and there is a chance 
for you and a friend to get on the guest list.

Simply go to www.sagegateshead.com/ten and register your details by 
Monday 15 December to be entered into the draw.  Successful entrants 
will be notified by email. 

Over the past 10 years Sage 
Gateshead has:

·  staged over 15,000 events

·  presented over 4,000 concerts

·   sold over 2.5million tickets 

·   engaged with over  1.5 million 
people

·   contributed £300 million to the 
regional economy
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FEATURE

Community heroes
Nominated by friends and 
colleagues, with the winners 
chosen by local people, twelve 
individuals and two organisations 
stepped into the spotlight recently 
to become the latest recipients of 
a Gateshead Award, ranging from 
Volunteer of the Year to Sports 
Achiever of the Year.

Set up four years ago, the Gateshead 
Awards recognises the hard work and 
dedication of those people who go that 
extra mile to really make a difference to 
their communities.

The award for Carer of the Year was 
presented to Elizabeth Hewitson who 
cares for her 82 year old mum. Elizabeth 
gave up her job 14 years ago to be able 
to help with all her mum’s personal 
care and emotional support and is 
solely responsible for her mum’s health 
and well-being – a responsibility she 
manages while looking after her two 
sons. 

The award for Sports Club of the Year 
was presented to Gateshead Redheugh 
1957. The club caters for almost 300 
players in 20 teams and has a strong 
presence within the local community, 
collaborating with a local GP surgery on 
‘couch to 5k’ to encourage more people 
to use their facilities in Teams, supports 
a team of recovering alcoholics called 
North East Athletic, and is involved in 
a scheme to help unemployed people 
back to work.  

Volunteer of the Year was Allison 
Bellinger, Chair of the Gateshead branch 
of Arthritis Care. As well as raising 
awareness of arthritis and helping 
people to manage their condition, 
Alison ensures that her branch has lots 
of social activities and is also a member 
of the Regional Committee. She also 
volunteers at her local church and is a 
full time carer for her husband. 

The award for Young Achiever of the 
Year was made to Rebecca Cruxton 
who regularly volunteers for St John 
Ambulance. In the last year Rebecca has 
also been named National Cadet of the 
Year, has given speeches at a number 
of high profile events and is an active 
fundraiser. She has also completed her 
Grand Prior Award which is the highest 
you can receive as a cadet. 

Speaking at the ceremony, The Mayor 
of Gateshead Councillor Neil Wetherley 
said: “The dedication and commitment 
of our winners, and of the many more 
who were shortlisted for a Gateshead 
Award, improves the lives of local 
people and makes Gateshead a better 
place. Local people are at the heart of 

Gateshead and this is what makes us all 
so proud to be part of the Gateshead 
Family.”

The winners were presented with the 
Gateshead medal which was specially 
designed by award winning artist 
Steven Gregory.

Winners of a 2014 Gateshead Award

Volunteer of the Year Allison Bellinger

Young Achiever of the Year Rebecca 
Cruxton

Carer of the Year Elizabeth Hewitson

Sports Club of the Year was presented to 
Gateshead Redheugh 1957 
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Your views count
Gateshead Council continues to 
face some of the toughest financial 
challenges in its history, with the 
demand for services increasing and 
government grants reducing. 

Last year we asked for your views on a 
range of choices to help us meet a gap 
in funding.  Your views helped us make 
some tough decisions for our budget 
for 2014/15. 

We have now identified budget 
proposals that will help us meet an 
estimated shortfall of £46 million over 
the next two years. We need you to tell 
us what you think of these proposals. 

Council Leader, Mick Henry, said: 
“The Council has identified a series 
of proposals that will help meet our 
funding gap. We know that many 
of the proposals will result in some 
significant changes to services that 

people hold dear, so this consultation 
is the opportunity for residents and 
businesses to give us their views. These 
are challenging times ahead and we 
need to be guided by what is important 
to our residents.

“We can’t continue to make cuts as big 
as these year-on-year without residents 
seeing a difference to the services they 
receive. We will continue to review our 
services and are looking at delivering 
services differently so that the impact 
of these cuts on the borough’s most 
vulnerable groups can be limited.

“Over the last few years, we’ve seen the 
Council change on a huge scale. Since 
2010, we’ve reduced our spending by 
over £90 million and have 1,700 fewer 
people working for us. With £300 per 
person less to spend than we did in 
2010, it’s getting harder and harder 
each year to set a balanced budget, 
which we have a duty by law to do.”

Exactly how much the Council will 
receive from the Government will be 
announced in the Local Government 
Finance Settlement, due to be 
published by the end of the year. 

  Have your say
The public budget consultation 
comes to an end on Tuesday  
30 December and your views 
have never been so important. 
They’ll help us make some difficult 
decisions on what services we’re 
able to offer, and how they are 
delivered in the next two years. 

We will use the results of the 
consultation to inform the 
recommendations that will  
go to Cabinet for approval on  
24 February and then full  
Council on 26 February 2015. 

COUNCIL BUDGET

Budget news

One Council,  
hundreds of services
As a Council, we provide hundreds of services, many of which you may not receive 
yourself but which are expensive for us to provide – such as social care for children and 
older people.  A snapshot of the variety and extent of services we provide is given below.

Social Care
Housing 
Refuse collection
Support to Business
Education

Community safety
Parks
Libraries
Elections
Cemeteries

Public consultation ends on 
 Tuesday 30 December 2014. 

Your views count!   
www.gateshead.gov.uk/budget
You can also give your views by emailing  
budgetconsultation@gateshead.gov.uk  
or calling 0191 433 2058.

Planning advice
Recycling
Road maintenance
….and lots more

50% of our budget is spent on  
vulnerable people
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COUNCIL BUDGET

Our budget proposals
Our budget consultation document 
brings together a range of proposals that 
will have an impact on the wide ranging 
services we offer.  They cover:

• services we all receive; 

• services available to all, but which you 
choose to use, such as leisure, public 
health or cultural services; or 

• those services that are provided to 
people who need our help in order to 
meet their specific needs such as those 
for children and young people or adult 
social care.  

There are difficult choices to be made, 
which could mean stopping or reducing 
some services; or asking people to pay more; 
or doing things differently, including 
working with partners and communities 
in new ways to support local services.  

Stopping or reducing services
• Reduce leisure provision

• Reduce support to arts and museum organisations

• Reduce road surfacing maintenance

• Reduce the funding available which enables community 
organisations to be self-sustaining

Asking people to pay more
• Introduce a new charge to housing developers for wheelie bins

• Increase charges e.g. bulky waste collection

Doing things differently
• Review our services to help people into jobs and support local 

businesses

• Review public health services 

• Review how we support children and young people in Gateshead 

• Review adult social care services

Some of the proposals include:

DID YOU KNOW?
Your Council Tax makes up  

only 18 per cent of the  
Council’s budget .

The budget story so far
Money

£90 million saved since 2010

Government funding down by 37%

Reduced administration and 
efficiencies has saved £53 million

Council Tax at same level since 2010

People

1,700 employees have gone

50% fewer senior managers

Now have £300 less per person  
per year to spend

Half our net budget is spent looking 
after vulnerable people

To deliver a budget over the next 2 years to  
meet our estimated funding gap of £46 million
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A Gateshead man is lucky to be alive 
after his chip pan caught fire as he lay 
fast asleep in bed. 

Mr Brown (pictured) from Oakwood, 
Leam Lane decided to make something 
to eat so he put some sausages and 
chips into his chip pan - but then fell 
asleep.  The pan caught fire activating 
his smoke alarm.  Luckily, as Mr Brown 
had telecare in his home, the alarm 
automatically sent a call via his telecare 
unit to Care Call’s 24 hour contact centre 
to notify them that there was a fire.

The operator called out to Mr Brown 
through the intercom but when they 
couldn’t get a reply fire crews were 
immediately dispatched to his home.

Mr Brown said: “I began to stir when 
I heard the lady’s voice through the 
intercom system.   I remember putting 
the chip pan on and I went for a lie 
down. The next thing I knew, firefighters 
were in my bedroom and they carried 
me outside to safety.  I can’t say how 
thankful I am to have had telecare and 
the response service saved my life.”

Gateshead’s Care Call and telecare 
service keeps people safe in their 
home and helps in a wide range of 
situations from fire to flood, falls in the 
home and is even able to find and track 
someone who is vulnerable within the 
community. 

If you would like know more about 
Care Call and how telecare could 
help you call 0191 478 7666.  If you 
are over 80 years you may be eligible 
to get free telecare for six months.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Over the past year we’ve seen a 
couple of issues that have led to a 
large number of complaints.  Many of 
these have come about as a result of 
people making choices about their 
personal finances at times when 
money is tight and they are offered a 
‘quick fix’ to their money problems.

This issue is brought most clearly 
into focus regarding the practices 
of some credit brokers.  These are 
businesses that source loans, often 
for people who have struggled to 
get credit elsewhere.  Some internet 
based credit brokers do not make it 
sufficiently clear that they will not 
be providing any loan but merely 
charging a fee to locate a loan 
company.  So, you pay a fee to be 
put in contact with a lender who you 
could have found yourself. 

On many occasions, consumers have 
contacted us not knowing why fees 
have been taken from their account.  
If you find yourself in this situation, 
contact the fair trading section as 
soon as possible.  It is possible that 
you have a 14-day period during 
which you can withdraw from this 
agreement without any penalty.  

Another issue which is frequently 
raised with us is that of unwanted 
calls from people claiming they are 
ready to transfer thousands of pounds 
to your account due to a mis-selling 
of a Payment Protection Insurance 
(PPI) policy or supposedly excessive 
bank charges. These calls are scams.  
No third party knows if you are 
due compensation from a bank or 
insurance company.  We know that 
these types of scams are particularly 
targeted at people who are in a poor 
financial state.  Be on your guard and 
make sure friends and relations are 
aware of the problem.

If you have any questions about 
the issues raised in this article 
please call the Council’s fair trading 
section on 0191 433 3890.

The new £176 million energy-from-
waste plant on Teeside was officially 
opened in October by His Royal 
Highness, The Duke of Kent.

The new state-of-the-art facility has 
been developed by SITA UK, on behalf 
of the South Tyne and Wear Waste 
Management Partnership, which 
comprises Gateshead, South Tyneside 
and Sunderland councils.

The plant, which has been operating 
since April, will see the three councils 
sending less waste to landfill, and 
the 190,000 tonnes of rubbish they 
collect each year will now be treated to 
generate power for over 30,000 homes. 

More than 1,800 skilled professionals 
were employed during the building 
period, with a further 42 full-time, 
permanent jobs created to operate the 
facility.  A further 24 jobs have been 
created in the operation of three new 
waste transfer stations developed at 
Wrekenton in Gateshead, Middlefields 

in South Tyneside and Hendon in 
Sunderland. 

Energy from rubbish

Man owes his life to Care Call lifeline 

Keith Richardson, Control Room Shift 
Manager with HRH The Duke of Kent, 
as he operates the waste crane in the 
tipping hall.



11@GMBCouncil gatesheadcouncil

Library consultation
Earlier this year the Council asked 
for your views on our library 
service and on options for how the 
service could change. We are now 
able to take this forward into the 
final phase of consultation during 
which we would like you to tell us 
your views on specific proposals 
for Gateshead libraries. 

To get involved pop in to your 
local library or go to www.
gateshead.gov.uk/consultations  
You can give us your views until 
Friday 23 January.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Residents from sheltered 
accommodation schemes across 
Gateshead recently got to ‘putt’ their 
golfing skills to the test against pupils 
from local primary schools, as part of 
Older People’s Day on 1 October.

They were taking part in the  first-
ever ‘Gateshead Open’, organised by 
The Gateshead Housing Company, 
Gateshead Council and Rookie Sports at 
Gateshead Leisure Centre. The day was 
a huge success, with over 100 attendees 
including residents from 6 sheltered 
housing schemes and children from 
three schools.

As well as being lots of fun, the 
oversized indoor golf game helps older 
people become more mobile, improves 
their balance, reducing the risk of slips, 
trips and falls. 

For more information about Rookie 
Sports call 0191 226 7356 or email  
info@rookiesports.co.uk

Residents score a hole in one

The winning team from Harlow Green 
Primary and Mosspool sheltered scheme 
with Michelle Muldoon-Smith of The 
Gateshead Housing Company and 
Councillor Peter Mole 

Garden waste growing
Thousands of residents have already 
signed up for the Council’s new garden 
waste collection service.

The new service, which will give 
households a fortnightly kerbside 
collection of their garden waste, begins 
in April 2015.

An annual charge of £20 per bin has 
been introduced to help towards the 
cost of the service, at a time when the 
Council is looking for ways to bridge the 
£46 million funding gap over the next 
two years.

In return, householders will receive 
15 fortnightly collections of grass 
cuttings, leaves, hedge trimmings 
and tree prunings straight from their 
kerbside, removing the need for extra 
time consuming journeys to their local 
Household Waste and Recycling Centre.

Residents are encouraged to recycle as 
much of their garden waste as possible 
and can have more than one bin if 
needed. The collected garden waste is 
taken to a local centre where it is turned 
into compost which is then used by 
local farms as a soil improver.

Around 10,000 tonnes of garden waste 
is currently collected at the kerbside for 
recycling, which represents around 10 
percent of the total amount of waste 
recycled by the borough.

Cabinet Member for Communities and 
Volunteering, Councillor Linda Green,  
said: “We are having to look at new 
ways of providing services or potentially 
risk losing them altogether as we face 
further reductions in Government funding. 

“We know people value the garden 
waste collection service and hope 

they will pay the small fee which is 
typically less than the cost of a packet 
of seeds for each collection.  Recycling 
is increasingly important and residents 
can really help us to improve the 
environment by using this service.” 

Residents should have already 
received a letter explaining how to 
join the service and are encouraged 
to sign up as soon as possible to 
enable planning of the new routes 
to begin.  Payment for the service 
by credit or debit card can be made 
on line at www.gateshead.gov.uk/
gardenwaste by phone on 0191 
433 7000 or in person at the Civic 
Centre. The deadline to signing up is 
1 February, 2015.

Community Trigger
Extra powers to tackle persistent 
anti-social behaviour problems are 
now in place. 

The ‘Community Trigger’ gives 
anyone who has repeatedly 
reported anti-social behaviour 
but doesn’t feel that sufficient 
action has been taken, a new route 
to call upon police, the Council 
and others involved to tackle the 
issue. Under the new Community 
Trigger, all of the organisations 
involved will be required to meet 
to find a resolution to the issue.

Call 0191 433 3990 or email 
asbcomplaints@gateshead.gov.uk

• Regular collections of your garden waste

• You can have more than one bin if needed

• 15 fortnightly collections over the season costing 
£20 for each bin requested

• You are helping the environment as garden waste is 
turned into compost

The 
benefits
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Getting ready for winter

Council drivers are on standby to grit 
the roads throughout the night, with 
extra drivers ready to be called in if the 
forecasts suggest severe weather is 
on the way. Meanwhile, other staff are 
constantly monitoring the temperature 
and rainfall forecasts to try to predict 
what the next few hours will bring. 

But even with the best plans in place, 
there can be problems. Sometimes, 
gritters can’t treat the roads because 
they are caught up in traffic, or the 
snow turns to rain and washes all the 
salt into the drains – then freezes again, 
turning the roads into sheet ice.  At 
other times, the lack of traffic - which 
is essential for activating the salt – can 
defeat everyone’s efforts to keep the 
roads clear.

Gateshead is also the highest area in 
Tyne and Wear with some parts of the 
borough much more prone to freezing 
than the rest of Tyneside. Rain falling on 
the town centre can be coming down 
as thick snow only five miles away.

And with more than 323 miles of 
priority road to be gritted overnight 
during freezing weather, that’s 
equivalent to gritting all the way from 
Gateshead to Southampton!

So, if your journey to work is disrupted 
due to the weather, it’s not for a lack of 
effort on the part of our gritting crews 
who have probably been out all night 
working to keep the roads clear. 

TOP TIPS 
Sign up for Facebook or 
Twitter
Stay informed about what’s going 
on in Gateshead including traffic 
warnings and winter weather 
alerts. Add www.facebook.com/
gatesheadcouncil and  
www.twitter.com/GMBCouncil  
to your favourites.

Winter website pages
Our online Winter pages are 
packed with essential information 
from public transport information, 
access to roadside cameras across 
the region, to school closures and 
the latest Met office news. Add 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/winter  
to your favourites now.

Get your car ready
In winter, check your tyres 
regularly, and get some low-
temperature screen wash. In 
traffic leave a bigger gap between 
yourself and the car in front. The 
website www.highways.gov.uk 
has lots of useful advice.

Clear your own path,  
if you can
If the path outside your house 
is snowy, you can help yourself 
and your neighbours by clearing 
it yourself.  There’s no law to stop 
you and as long as you don’t make 
it any more dangerous than it 
already is you won’t be blamed if 
there’s a slip or an accident. 

Use grit responsibly
If it is icy and there’s a grit bin 
nearby, throw some grit on the 
road – not your own driveway. 

We only put grit where it is most 
needed by the community, so 
please remember - it’s there for 
everyone’s benefit, not just your 
own.

“If it’s forecast for bad weather then 
you’re literally sitting in the house 
waiting for the call. And as soon as 
that call comes, that’s it – you are in 
the car and on your way to the depot.

“It’s a strain, especially if you are on 
standby round Christmas time or 
New Year. You can expect that phone 
call at any time, but that’s what you 
sign up to do. Everybody accepts it.

“If it’s really bad weather, I’d 
immediately get my vehicle loaded 
and set off on my first priorities which 
are the main roads – in my case, the 
Ryton and Crawcrook area. Each 
vehicle holds about 8 tonnes of salt, 
and you can come in to reload several 
times during the night and get back 
out there. It can be hard work but 
we’re prepared to do that to keep the 
roads safe.

“On my route, the Ryton bypass, 
if you hit it at the wrong time you 
can be stuck in traffic. People can 
be skidding all over the place trying 
to come up the Ryton bypass and 
I’m trying to get down so I can turn 
around and come back up, but I can’t 
because I’m stuck with everyone else. 
Occasionally you might get a few cars 

to pull over so you can get past, but it 
can be frustrating.

“Gritters regularly have to be out 
during the night, well before the ice 
has had a chance to form and also 
before the rush hour traffic builds 
up. That’s why motorists might not 
always see a gritter and assume we 
haven’t gritted the road – we have, 
but we’ve done it when everyone 
else has been in bed asleep!”

The view from the cab

Gateshead Council is now on a winter footing, which means that its gritter fleet is standing at  
60 minutes readiness, 24 hours a day in case of bad winter weather.

Jimmy Craister, gritter driver
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HEALTH MATTERS

New artwork takes up residence
As work continues on the new £32 
million Emergency Care Centre at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, a new piece 
of public art has taken up residence 
within its walls.

Still under wraps until the building 
is complete, the artwork by award-
winning artist Joseph Hillier is of a large 
stainless steel figure modelled at over 
twice life size, made from hundreds 
of pieces of steel intricately fabricated 
together and weighing in at more than 
530kg.

The unit will bring state-of-the-art 
healthcare services to people across 
Gateshead and the bright, modern 
building includes single occupancy 
rooms and en suite bathrooms for all 
patients in the short stay wards. 

To see a video of what the new  
centre will look like visit:  
www.qegateshead.nhs.uk/eccvideo 
or visit  
www.qegateshead.nhs.uk/
emergencycarecentre  
for more information.

Thumbs up for flu spray
This October, pupils from 
Lingey House Primary School in 
Felling gave the thumbs up to 
a new way of being immunised 
against the flu – with no 
needles to be seen anywhere.

They were the first pupils this 
year to receive a nasal spray 
and their reaction was very 
positive.

Faith Wood, a Year 3 pupil at 
the school, said getting the 
nasal spray was much better 
than getting a flu jab. “It had a 
tickly sensation and it feels like 
someone has put bubbles up 
your nose. If it was a needle it 
would probably have put me off.   
I think this was much easier.”

Around 14,000 pupils in the borough 
will be immunised in this way as part 

of a wider North East pilot that will 
see around 53,000 children in primary 
schools across Gateshead, South 
Tyneside and Sunderland receiving the 
nasal vaccine.  

This follows the success of seven 
pilots last year run by Public 
Health England, including one 
in Gateshead.  

Cabinet Member for Health and 
Wellbeing, Councillor Catherine 
Donovan said: 

The nasal spray vaccination 
is a quick, painless and 

effective way of protecting 
children from flu without 

the need for injections.

“Flu can be a very unpleasant 
illness in children as they suffer 
the same symptoms as adults 
including fever, chills and aching 

muscles. The flu vaccination will not 
only help protect children from flu but 
also reduce the chance of flu spreading 
to others.” 

Healthwatch  
drop-ins
Healthwatch Gateshead runs 
regular drops-in sessions across the 
borough where you can give your 
views on local health and social 
care services.  

Third Monday of every month - 
Leam Lane Library, 10am-12noon

Last Monday of every month - 
QE Outpatients Department,  
10am-12noon

First Tuesday of every month - 
Teams Medical Practice, 1-3pm 

Second Wednesday of every 
month - Blaydon Primary Care 
Centre 10am-12noon 

Second Thursday of every month 
- Birtley Hub from 1-3pm

For more details contact 
Healthwatch on 0191 491 1668/ 
0300 123 4008   
Freephone: 0808 801 0382  
email 
info@healthwatchgateshead.
co.uk   
www.healthwatchgateshead.
co.uk

Not had your flu jab yet?
If you are at high risk your jab is free. Contact your GP for details 
www.nhs.uk/flu

Faith Wood, mum Kym Wood and staff nurse Kairen Mayfield
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Books on prescription 
Loans of self-
help books from 
libraries across 
the country 
have doubled 
following the 
launch of the Reading Well Books 
scheme in June 2013.  

Aimed at those with mental 
health conditions such as anxiety, 
phobias, depression or stress, 
it sees GPs and other health 
professionals recommending 
books from a core list of self-
help books. These are regularly 
prescribed with other medication.

And here in Gateshead, we’ve 
followed the national trend with 
our collection of 30 titles borrowed 
over 700 times by Gateshead 
residents.

Research has shown that reading 
about your condition helps you 
understand and manage it better, 
improving your mental well-being 
and reducing stress and reducing 
the risk of dementia.

HEALTH MATTERS

Gateshead gets walking

New drug and alcohol support services

Walking is good for you - that’s the 
message from a council-led campaign 
to encourage more of us to walk more.

Gateshead Year of Walking 2015 is 
all about motivating local people 
and encouraging and supporting 
community groups to expand existing 
walking activities or set up new ones.

It’s the most straightforward way of 
exercising – you don’t pay a fee to 
do it, you don’t need any specialist 
equipment, you can do it by yourself or 
in a group, and you can do it anytime to 
suit your lifestyle.  In fact you can fit it 
around your normal day – for example, 
if you are catching a bus, why not walk 
to the next bus stop and get off one 
stop before your destination?  As they 
say, every little helps and walking can 
help you:

• Lose weight
• Feel more energetic
• Reduce stress
• Sleep better
• Enjoy the outdoors
• Meet people and make new friends

Director of Public Health for Gateshead 
Carole Wood said: “There are lots of 
advantages to increasing your activity 
level and walking is the simplest 
but it can have some really positive 

benefits. It can help reduce your risk of 
developing coronary heart disease and 
help reduce your risk of stroke, Type 2 
diabetes, obesity and osteoporosis.  I 
would urge as many people as possible 
to make ‘walking more’ their new year’s 
resolution for 2015.”

Community groups in Gateshead who 
are looking to set up a walking group or 
improve what they already offer could 
get a small grant to help them from the 
Council’s Gateshead Fund. Applications 
for funding a walking activity are open 
until March 2015.

For more information on grants 
contact Linda Whitfield on  
0191 433 2836  
lindawhitfield@gateshead.gov.uk  

For general information contact 
Behnam Khazaeli, public health team 
on 0191 433 3036

Gateshead Council has recently 
appointed three organisations to 
provide drug and alcohol treatment 
and support services.  

• Gateshead Evolve (CRI) provide 
an integrated drug and alcohol 
recovery and treatment service for 
all adults over the age of 18 who are 
experiencing issues with drugs and/
or alcohol.  Call 0191 5947 821 or visit 
www.cri.org.uk

• Platform Gateshead (DISC) will 
work with individuals and groups 
of young people who need support 
and treatment in relation to their 

substance use or who may be at risk 
of potential substance use.  
Call 0191 460 1354 or visit  
www.platformgateshead.org.uk

• Gateshead Carers offer a range 
of dedicated support and help to 
parents or carers who are affected by 
someone else’s substance use.  
Call 0191 490 0121 or visit  
www.gatesheadcarers.com

If you need help from any of these 
organisations, either contact them 
yourself or ask any professional who 
is working with you to refer you. 

Do you have time to help?
A Gateshead community project needs volunteers to come forward to help 
sufferers of arthritis.

The Arthritis Care Community Champions Project aim to improve the wellbeing 
of people with the condition by helping them learn more about it, be more 
active, feel less isolated and make positive lifestyle changes. Community 
Champion volunteers find the time to talk with people, give information and 
sign post to other services.

For more information, contact Cecilia Coulson on 07525 833 980 or 
CeciliaC@arthritiscare.org.uk



Start the New Year with a clear 
head by ditching the booze for 
a month. 

Last year hundreds of people in 
Gateshead joined in the Dry January 
campaign and pledged to stay off 
alcohol for the month of January. 

Now in its third year, Dry January aims 
to get people thinking and talking 
about their relationship with alcohol. It’s 
hoped the benefits of the experience 
will encourage people to adopt healthier 
lifestyles during the rest of the year.

People who have gone dry in 
previous Dry January campaigns 
have experienced a range of benefits 
including weight loss, sleeping better, 
saving money, and learning that they 
don’t need alcohol to enjoy themselves.

Carole Wood, Director of Public Health 
said:  “Dry January provides the perfect 
opportunity for people to take a break 
from drinking after the excesses of 
December. 

“Taking time out allows you to take 
stock of your alcohol consumption and 
reassess your attitude towards drinking, 
as well as providing short term benefits 
to your health and wellbeing.”

The Dry January campaign is led by 
Alcohol Concern and supported by 

Balance, the North East Alcohol office.  
Figures produced by Balance, the North 
East Alcohol Office, show that alcohol 
misuse is costing Gateshead around 
£80 million each year.

Colin Shevills, Director of Balance 
said: “Alcohol is linked to more than 
60 medical conditions and diseases 
including liver disease, various cancers, 
stomach ulcers, raised blood pressure, 
stroke and dementia.

“It’s important to remember that most 
people who suffer alcohol-related 

health problems are not alcoholics or 
binge drinkers. They are people who 
have been drinking at or above the 
recommended limits on a daily or 
almost daily basis over a number of 
years.”

15@GMBCouncil gatesheadcouncil
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Can you stay dry in January?

Sue Taylor from Balance, Councillor Catherine Donovan, Gateshead FC Captain Ben Clark 
and Gateshead Director of Public Health, Carole Wood

 More energy, more cash  
in the pocket and dropped 

over half a stone!  
What’s not to like about this?
Patrick – Dry January 2014 participant

Dry January 2014 Team of the Year - Gateshead FC

Gateshead FC beat off the competiton
Earlier this year Gateshead FC were 
named Dry January 2014 Team of 
the Year. The team gained national 
recognition for their efforts of 
being alcohol free for the month of 
January. 

Captain Ben Clark, player-coach 
Micky Cummins, chairman Graham 
Wood and general manager Mike 
Coulson were among those who 
joined in the month long campaign. 

Don’t just reach  
for a drink 
During the 31 days of January, why 
not try something different in place 
of drinking?

• Meet friends for a coffee 
instead of a beer or wine

• Take up a sport
• Learn a new skill
• Make mocktails
• Throw a tea party

There’s an array of hints and tips 
to help those who sign up to 
Dry January make it through the 
month.

To sign up to Dry January, find 
out more about the campaign 
and to access support and 
advice, visit  
www.dryjanuary.org.uk
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NHS NEWS

Keep calm and be ready for winter
During the winter months, the demand 
for NHS services increases significantly 
as cold weather means there are more 
slips, trips and injuries. Generally more 
of us feel unwell during the winter 
as we spend more time indoors and 
coughs and colds are passed around 
our family, friends and colleagues at 
work.

This all adds up to more of us having 
an accident or becoming unwell with a 
winter bug, meaning more people want 
to see their GP, attend Accident and 
Emergency or call 999.

 ‘Keep calm and look after yourself’ is the 
strong message from NHS Gateshead 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 
this winter, to remind people that many 
of the common winter ailments and 
illnesses are easily treated at home, or 
with advice from a pharmacist – with no 
need to see a doctor or nurse.

The ‘Keep Calm’ campaign which gives 
advice on how to treat a range of 
common winter conditions by keeping 
a well-stocked medicine cabinet 
at home or speaking to your local 
pharmacist.

Most normally healthy people with a 
winter illness do not need to see their 
GP, attend A&E and absolutely do not 
need to call 999 – so our message this 
winter is ‘keep calm’.

Colds, sore throats, headaches, 
hangovers, upset stomachs, coughs, 
aches, pains, and winter vomiting 
should all be treated at home or with 
the advice of your local pharmacist, 
with pain killers, rest and plenty of 
fluids.

By doing this not only are you helping 
to reduce the spread of winter viruses 
to other vulnerable patients in NHS 
waiting rooms – you are also keeping 
appointments available for people who 
have serious health conditions that 
must see a doctor or nurse.

The campaign message of ‘keep calm 
and look after yourself’ runs across 
themes including:

• Keep calm and ask a pharmacist

• Keep calm and call 111

• Keep calm and antibiotics aren’t 
always the answer

For more information, please visit 
keepcalmthiswinter.org.uk or follow 
@keepcalmne on Twitter.

By Dr Mark Dornan, chair for NHS Gateshead Clinical Commissioning Group

Dr Mark Dornan
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The future of specialist mental health services in Gateshead  
- deciding together how we can improve them.
Over the next few months, the Clinical 
Commissioning Groups in Newcastle 
and Gateshead will be asking residents 
about their experiences of specialist 
mental health services.

The local NHS, Gateshead Council along 
with Newcastle City Council, want 
to use these experiences to consider 
how the quality of mental health care 
and treatment for local people can be 
significantly improved and how things 
might be done differently in the future.

During the late summer and early 
autumn over 100 service users, carers 
and third sector organisations gave 
their experiences of mental health care 
and their views.

We think by having a big conversation 
on mental health there is a great 
opportunity to really understand 
people’s experiences of their care.

We want to talk about services that 
support people with complex mental 
health issues like severe depression, 

schizophrenia, psychosis and 
personality disorders. Patients with 
these conditions are often supported 
by specialist community services and 
also, more rarely, might require a stay in 
hospital.

We need to hear experiences people 
have of their care, what is important 
to them about care, what ideas for 
improvement they might have, and 
their stories of recovery –this will help 
us think about how we might arrange 
services in the future.

This process of listening and engaging 
is being called ‘Deciding Together’ 
and events and opportunities to 
get involved will take place until the 
beginning of February 2015.

Any changes needed as a result of 
‘Deciding Together’ meetings will be 
subject to further consultation later in 
2015.

Deciding together

Look out for further details coming soon, sign up to My NHS at www.gatesheadccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/nhs  
or join the conversation on Twitter at @NGallianceCCG or on Facebook by searching ‘deciding together’. 
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Are you bringing up a relative’s child?
Across our region, many children are being looked after by close relatives - 
grandparents, aunts and uncles - because their parents are unable to care for 
them, often because of difficult family circumstances. 

In fact up to 300,000 children are cared for by relatives in this way, four times 
the number in foster care.  Often the relatives involved are on low incomes with 
many having to give up work or reduce their hours when a child moves in.

If this is you, you can get help – thanks to a new Big Lottery funded project 
called ‘The Relative Experience’.

Run by three charities: Grandparents Plus, Family Lives and the Family and 
Childcare Trust, and with support from Gateshead Council, it’s there to offer 
support, information and advice.  The project is hoping to set up support 
groups in the Gateshead area shortly for people involved in this kind of caring.

To find out more call 0191 200 5034 or email relative.experience@gmail.com

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Your Voice Counts 
Gateshead Charity ‘Your Voice 
Counts’, offers help and support to 
people with learning disabilities.  
It runs a ‘Help First drop-in’ every 
Friday from its base at the Old 
Bank on Swinburne Street in 
Gateshead.  

The drop-in provides a safe, 
friendly place where you can get 
help with things such as paying 
bills, making appointments or 
learning to travel independently.  
If you think the service could help 
you please come along – the drop-
in runs from 12noon-3pm each 
Friday.  

For more information on the 
drop-in or the services provided 
by Your Voice Counts please 
contact Alex on 0191 478 6472, 
email@yvc.org.uk

Next summer, the British 
Transplant Games are being held 
in our region at various venues 
between 30 July and 2 August 
2015.  

Since its early beginnings back 
in 1978, the event has grown 
and now includes around 23 
sports ranging from athletics to 
swimming, archery to cycling. 

With an expected 60 teams taking 
part involving around 4,000 
young people, adults, families 
and supporters, we are looking 
for volunteers to help us make the 
2015 games a success, with a wide 
range of volunteer roles available. 

If you would like to register an 
initial interest to volunteer or 
would like further information 
about the event please contact 
the Council on 0191 433 8112 
or email: sportdevelopment@
gateshead.gov.uk

Volunteers needed 

This year, for the first time, Gateshead 
Council has taken on four female 
apprentices in the male dominated field 
of construction. 

Anya Willis, 20 and Kayley Burnett, 19, 
began their careers as part of a new 
intake of Business Administration 
Apprentices within the Council’s 
Local Environmental Services in 2013. 
Both have now moved away from 
administration to more hands-on 
work. Anya is now an apprentice civil 
engineering technician and Kayley is 
learning her trade as a street lighting 
engineering technician.  

Joining Anya and Kayley are apprentice 
electrician Dominique Munro, 16 and 
apprentice plumber Jill Cormack, 27.   
Jill’s been excelling in her apprenticeship, 
winning the JB Wilkinson Shield on 
behalf of Gateshead College where she 
trains, the first woman to win the award 
in its 101 year history. 

Jill said: “Last year I was facing 
redundancy and was fortunate to be 
taken on by Gateshead Council. I’m 
thoroughly enjoying it and I’m living 
proof that it’s never too late to retrain 
and develop new skills.”

No longer a man’s world

Anya Willis, Kayley Burnett, Dominique Monroe and Jill Cormack

Join the team!
We hope to start planning and looking for our next batch of apprentices in the 
spring.  Last year we took on almost 30 apprentices in the roles of electricians, 
highways operatives, motor vehicle fitters and fabricator/welders. 

If you’re interested in joining Gateshead Council as an apprentice to achieve 
an Apprenticeship/Advanced Modern Apprenticeship in Construction, then 
contact 0191 433 7354 or email LEStraining@gateshead.gov.uk for details.
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Foreword
Learning is key to our vision of local people enjoying the 
best quality of life. Time after time studies show the wider 
benefits of learning. People who learn successfully are 
less likely to be in debt, are more likely to find employment 
and stay employed, are more likely to have their child 
succeed at school and university and of course have a 
greater income. Participating in learning brings pleasure, 
is low cost and enhances the quality of your life. As well 
as being an enjoyable activity that has a low cost and 
enhances the quality of life.

We are fortunate to have a high quality Gateshead 
Council learningSkills service that:

• offers a truly lifelong learning experience with learners 
from birth to 95 years

• engages with 11,000 learners (including1,800 children 
and young people)

• delivers learning at a local level in over 100 venues
• offers a wide range of programmes from informal tasters 

to level 4 accredited programmes
• is in the top 10% of Councils rated Good – Outstanding 

by Ofsted
• ranks in the top 5% for further education success with 

93% of students successful, and is the 2nd highest 
performing local authority provider in the country

We asked you to rate us and 1,541 of you  responded: 

• 98% of you rated teaching as good or excellent 
• 99% of you said support was good or outstanding 
• 99% of you said you feel safe in our learning venues

So why don’t you join us and learn? You could:

• discover skills you never knew you had
• kick start a new career
• gain qualifications
• make new friends
• improve your health and wellbeing
• meet like-minded people
• learn in a warm, welcoming environment with excellent 

tuition, great value for money and all the support and 
advice you need

What’s on offer?

• more than 300 courses and activities throughout the 
year - daytime and evenings

• community courses across Gateshead
• information, advice and guidance to choose the right 

course from a nationally accredited Matrix Centre
• free Skills for Life courses to improve your reading, 

writing, maths and communication skills
• Functional Skills courses that give practical skills in 

English and maths - which are valued by employers
• free courses for you and your family to learn together
• hundreds of courses at reduced costs to help you return 

to learning
• Apprenticeship programmes
• learning programmes that help you find your new career

We look forward to working with you.

Councillor Malcolm Graham
Cabinet Member, Gateshead Council
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Art, Design and 
Performing Arts

 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Barley Mow Village Hall 
P14BM0913 Card Making :)  19/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Mon 10am-12noon

P14BM0914 Sugarcraft 16/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Fri 10am-12noon

P14BM0915 Watercolours :) 16/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Fri 10am-12noon

P14BM0916 Sugarcraft 16/01/2015 10 Level 2  £51.00   £38.00  Fri 1-3pm

P14BM0917 Watercolours :)  16/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Fri 1-3pm

Barmoor Hub 
P14RD0910 Watercolours:) 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £63.75   £47.50  Mon 6-8.30pm

P14RD0911 Bag Making :) 21/01/2015 10 All   £63.75   £47.50  Wed 9.45am-12.15pm

Bensham Grove Community Centre 
P14BG0958 Oils & Acrylics 19/01/2015 10 All    £51.00   £38.00  Mon 10am-12noon

P14BG0960 Pottery 19/01/2015 10 Level 1  £63.75   £47.50  Mon 12.30-3pm 

P14BG0959 Pottery Beginners and Improvers 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £63.75   £47.50  Mon 6.30-9pm

P14BG0961 Jewellery making with Silver Clay 19/01/2015 8 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 6-8.30pm

P14BG0962 DIY Wedding Crafts 19/01/2015 10 All   £63.75   £47.50  Mon 6-8.30pm

P14BG0963 Sketching & Watercolours 20/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Tues 10am-12noon

P14BG0964 Sewing for all 20/01/2015 10 All   £63.75   £47.50  Tues 9.30am-12noon

P14BG0965 Dressmaking 20/01/2015 10 All   £63.75   £47.50  Tues 12.30-3pm

P14BG0966 Fused Glass 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 1-3pm

P14BG0967 Beginnners Jewellery Making 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 1-3pm

P14BG0968 Beginners Watercolours 20/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Tues 1-3pm

P14BG0969 Printmaking  20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 1-3pm

P14BG0970 Pottery and Ceramics 20/01/2015 10 Level 2  £76.50   £57.00  Tues 1-4pm

P14BG0971 Pottery 20/01/2015 10 All  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 7-9pm

P14BG0972 Sewing for All 20/01/2015 10 All   £63.75   £47.50  Tues 3.15-5.45pm

P14BG0973 Sew Vintage  20/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

P14BG0974 Hand made books :) 20/01/2015 10 All   £63.75   £47.50  Tues 6-8.30pm

P14BG0975 Dressmaking 21/01/2015 10 All   £63.75   £47.50  Wed 12.30-3pm

P14BG0976 Dressmaking  21/01/2015 10 Level 1  £63.75   £47.50  Wed 6-8.30pm

P14BG0977 Creative Crafts 21/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Wed 12.30-2.30pm

P14BG0978 Decorative Ceramics 21/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 1-3pm

P14BG0979 Silversmithing 21/01/2015 10 All   £76.50   £57.00  Wed 1-4pm

To enrol call 0191 433 8516 weekdays, 8th - 18th December 2014
:) Tutor can sign for the deaf           sDay Workshop subject to additional materials cost
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 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Bensham Grove Community Centre continued

P14BG0980 Life Drawing from a Model 21/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Wed 7-9pm

P14BG0981 Tailored Sewing 22/01/2015 8 Entry 3   £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 10am-12.30pm

P14BG0982 Pastel Painting 22/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 10am-12noon

P14BG0983 Working With Silver Clay 22/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 1-3pm

P14BG0984 Improvers Ukulele 22/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 6-8pm

P14BG0985 Portrait Drawing and Painting 22/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 6.30-8.30pm 

P14BG0986 Fused glass 22/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 7-9pm

P14BG0987 Improvers Cake Decorating and  16/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Fri 10am-12noon 
  Sugarcraft 

P14BG0989 Drawing for All 16/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Fri 10am-12noon

P14BG0990 Beginners Stained Glass s 24/01/2015 4 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Sat 10am-4pm

P14BG0993 Beginners Pottery Taster s 10/01/2015 1 Entry3  £15.30 £11.40 Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14BG0994 Fabric Printing Workshop s 17/01/2015 1 Entry3  £15.30   £11.40  Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14BG0995 Quilt Block Building  17/01/2015 4 All   £51.00   £38.00  Sat 10am-3.30pm 
  Workshop :) s 

P14BG0996 Vintage Craft Workshop s 24/01/2015 1 Entry 3  £15.30   £11.40  Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14BG0997 Silversmithing s 24/01/2015 4 All   £61.20   £45.60  Sat 10am-3.30pm

P14BG0998 Print And Create Textiles s 31/01/2015 4 Entry 3   £51.00   £38.00  Sat 10am-2.30pm

P14BG0999 Improvers Pottery, Throwing/  31/01/2015 1 Level1  £15.30   £11.40  Sat 10am-4.30pm 
  Direct print onto clay s 

P14BG09A1 The Handbag Creation Station s 31/01/2015 1 All   £15.30 £11.40 Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14BG09A2 Silver Clay Workshop s 07/02/2015 1 All  £15.30 £11.40  Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14BG09A3 Papercrafts Workshop :) s 21/02/2015 1 All  £15.30 £11.40  Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14BG09A4 Tile Design and Painting  21/02/2015 1 All £15.30 £11.40 Sat 10am-4.30pm 
  (Pottery Workshop) s 

P14BG09A5 Ceramic Decorating Techniques s 14/03/2015 1 All £15.30 £11.40 Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14BG09A6 Book Making :) s 14/03/2015 1 Entry 3 £15.30 £11.40 Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14BG09A7 Fabric Printing Workshop s 28/03/2015 1 Entry 3  £15.30 £11.40  Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14BG09A9 Book Folded Art :) s 21/03/2015 1 Entry 3 £15.30 £11.40 Sat 10am-4.30pm

Bensham Grove @ The Muslim Centre 
P14BG09A8 Asian Dressmaking Drop in :) 19/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Mon 10.30am-2.30pm

Birtley Community Centre 
P14BT0908 Drawing and Painting for All 19/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Mon 10am-12noon

P14BT0909 Learn Watercolour Techniques 22/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 10am-12noon

Blaydon Trinity Methodist Church 
P14QB0908 Stamping, Inking and Colouring  24/01/2015 1 Entry 3 £15.30 £11.40 Sat 10am-4.30pm 
  Techniques :) s 

P14QB0909 Papercrafts Workshop :) s 28/02/2015 1 Entry 3  £15.30 £11.40 Sat 10am-4.30pm

P14QB0910 Felt and Stitches s 14/03/2015 1 Entry 3  £15.30 £11.40  Sat 10am-4.30pm

:) Tutor can sign for the deaf           sSubject to additional Materials cost
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 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Chopwell Community Centre 
P14CW0907 Drawing and Painting for  22/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 10am-12pm 
  Pleasure 

Chowdene Children’s Centre 
P14CK0908 Dressmaking and Sewing 19/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Mon 1-3pm

P14CK0911  DIY Wedding Craft 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3 £51.00  £38.00 Mon 6-8pm

P14CK0909 Beginners Watercolours 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 7-9pm

P14CK0910 Beginners Ukulele 21/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 7-9pm

The Elgin Centre
P14DC0907 Beginners Guitar 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £ 51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

Deckham Community Centre 
PP14EG0905 Beginners Cake Decorating 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 10am-12noon

Felling Community Centre 
P14FC0908 Charcoal & Chalk Techniques 16/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Fri 10am-12noon

Greenside Community Centre 
P14GD0908 Sugarcraft 22/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 10am-12noon

P14GD0909 Sugarcraft 22/01/2015 10 Level 2  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 1-3pm

P14GD0910 Learn to Draw 16/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Fri 1.30-3.30pm

Heworth Grange School 
P14HA0911 Painting with Watercolours 20/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Tues 7-9pm

P14HA0912 Charcoal & Chalk Techniques 22/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Thur 7-9pm

Gateshead Interchange Centre 
P14GU0915 Charcoal, Chalk & Pastel 19/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Mon 7-9pm

P14GU0916 Beginners Guitar 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

P14GU0917 Beginners Guitar Term 2 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

P14GU0925 Digital Photography Basics 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

P14GU0918 Beginners Ukulele 21/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 6.30-8.30pm

P14GU0919 Home Makeover for Spring 21/01/2015 8 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 6-8.30pm

P14GU0920 Art Appreciation 21/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Wed 6.30-8.30pm

P14GU0921 DSLR Photography 21/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £63.75   £47.50  Wed 6-8.30pm

P14GU0922 Beginners Digital Photography 22/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £63.75   £47.50  Thurs 6-8.30pm

P14GU0923 Jewellery Design 22/01/2015 8 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 6-8.30pm

P14GU0924 Crafts for Spring s 31/01/2015 1 Entry 3  £15.30   £11.40  Sat 10am-4.30pm

Kibblesworth Millenium Centre 
P14KV0906 Painting and Drawing 16/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Fri 10am-12noon

:) Tutor can sign for the deaf           s Day Workshop subject to additional materials cost
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 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Kingsmeadow Community School 
P14KM0907 Portrait Drawing and Painting 20/01/2015 10  Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

P14KM0908 Drawing and Sketching 22/04/2014 10  Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 6.30-8.30pm

Lobley Hill Community Centre 
P14LH0906 Digital Photography 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 1-3pm

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre  
P14AR0915 Pattern Cutting for Dressmaking 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 10am-12noon

P14AR0917 DSLR  Photography 19/01/2015 10 Level 1  £63.75   £47.50  Mon 6-8.30pm

P14AR0918 Beginners Digital Photography 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £63.75   £47.50  Tues 6-8.30pm

P14AR0919 Sew Fantastic 20/01/2015 10 All   £63.75   £47.50  Tues 1-3.30pm

P14AR0920 Mixed Media: Drawing &  20/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6-8pm 
  Painting 

P14AR0921 Beginners Fused Glass 22/01/2015 10 Entry 3   £63.75   £47.50  Thurs  1-3.30pm 

St Mary’s Heritage Centre
P14GM0905 Spring Crafts 07/03/2015 1 Entry 3  £15.30   £11.40  Sat  10am-4.30pm

St Thomas More School - To enrol call 0191 499 5040
P14MO0910 Flower Arranging - Advanced 19/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Mon 6-8pm

P14MO0911 Cake Decorating & Sugarcraft 19/01/2015 8 Entry 3   £51.00  £38.00 Mon 6-8.30pm

P14MO0912 Creative Writing 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3   £51.00   £38.00  mon 6-8pm

P14MO0913 Family History on the Internet 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3   £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6-8pm

P14MO0914 Silver Clay Jewellery 20/01/2015 8 Entry 3  £40.80   £30.40  Tues 6-8pm

P14MO0915 Beginners Guitar 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6-8pm

Whickham Comprehensive School 
P14WZ0907 Watercolour Painting 19/01/2015 10 All   £63.75 £47.50  Mon 6-8.30pm

P14WZ0908 Watercolour Painting 20/01/2015 10 All    £63.75 £47.50  Tues 6-8.30pm

P14WZ0909 Vintage Style Crafts 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm
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Construction, Planning  
and the Built Environment
To enrol call 0191 433 8516 weekdays, 8th - 18th December 2014

 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Stonehills, Pelaw 
P14ZK0510 DIY for Women 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

P14ZK0511 Basic Construction and DIY 22/01/2015 10 Entry 3   £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 6.30-8.30pm

F14ZK0505 BTEC Level 1 Award in  23/01/2015 20  Level 1  £153.00   £114.00  Fri 9am-12noon 
  Construction * 

* Nationally recognised qualification

Languages
To enrol call 0191 433 8516 weekdays, 8th - 18th December 2014

 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Birtley Children’s Centre 
P14BI1207 Improvers French 20/01/2015 10 Level 2  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 10am-12noon

P14BI1208 Beginners French 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 12.30-2.30pm

Blaydon Youth Centre 
P14BY1207 Beginners German Term 2 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 6.30-8.30pm  

P14BY1208 Improvers Italian Term 2 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

Chowdene Children’s Centre 
P14CK1206 German for Fun 20/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

Gateshead Interchange Centre 
P14GU1207 Beginners Spanish 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 6-8pm

P14GU1208 Improvers Spanish 21/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 6-8pm

Greenside Community Centre 
P14GD1207 Intermediate French 19/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 1-3pm

P14GD1208 Beginners French 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 3-5pm

Kingsmeadow Community School 
P14KM1207 Enjoy Reading in Italian  20/01/2015 10 Level 2  £51.00   £38.00  Tue 6.30-8.30pm 
  (Advanced) 

St Thomas More School - To enrol call 0191 499 5040
P14MO1206 Beginners Spanish Term 2 20/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £ 38.00  Tue 6.30-8.30pm
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Information 
Technology
 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Barmoor Hub
P14RD0610 iPad and Tablet Essentials 19/01/2015 5 Entry 3  £25.50   £19.00  Mon 10am-12noon

P14RD0611 Improvers iPads 02/03/2015 5 Level 1  £25.50   £19.00  Mon 10am-12noon

P14RD0612 Your own laptop with windows 8 19/01/2015 5 Entry 3  £25.50   £19.00  Mon 10am-12noon

P14RD0613 Beginners Laptops & Computers 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 1-3pm

P14RD0614 IT Savvy 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tue 10am-12noon

P14RD0615 Internet and Email 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 1-3pm

Bensham Grove Community Centre
P14BG0611 Improvers Learn to Use  19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 10am-12noon 
  Your Own Laptop 

P14BG0617 Beginners i-pad 24/02/2015 10 Entry  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 1-3pm

P14BG0612 Improvers Learn to Use  21/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 10am-12noon 
  Your Laptop 

P14BG0613 Using the VLE 22/01/2015 2 All FREE FREE Thurs 12.30-3.30pm

P14BG0614 PC Repair Term 2 22/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 1-3pm

P14BG0615 Bookeeping and Accounts 29/01/2015 5 Level 1  £25.50   £19.00  Thurs 6.30-8.30pm

P14BG0616 Your Laptop With Windows 8 16/01/2015 5 Entry 3  £25.50   £19.00  Fri 10am-12noon

P14BG0618 Using the VLE  10/01/2015 3 All   FREE   FREE  Sat 10am-12noon

Birtley Children’s Centre 
P14BI0607 Learn to Use Your Laptop 22/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 10am-12noon

Chopwell Community Centre 
P14CW0605 IT Savvy 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 1-3pm

Dunston Community Centre 
P14DC0606 Smart Phone and Tablet  16/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Fri 10am-12noon 
  Know How 

Gateshead Interchange Centre 
P14GU0610 Beginners PC Repair 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 6.30-8.30pm

P14GU0611 Learn to Use Your Laptop 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6.30-8.30pm

P14GU0612 Internet and Email 21/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 6.30-8.30pm

P14GU0613 IT Savvy 21/01/2015 5 Entry 3  £25.50   £19.00  Wed 6.30-8.30pm

P14GU0614 Learn to use the VLE 17/01/2014 1 Entry 3 FREE FREE Sat 10am-3.30pm

P14GU0616 ipad for Beginners 31/01/2015 1 Entry 3  £15.30   £11.40  Sat 10am-4.30pm

To enrol call 0191 433 8516 weekdays, 8th - 18th December 2014
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 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Headworks @ the Civic Centre    
F14HW0610 ICT Drop - In * 12/01/2015 10 Various   TBC   TBC  Mon 1-3pm

F14HW0611 ICT Drop - In * 15/01/2014 10 Various   TBC   TBC  Thurs 11.30am-1.30pm

Lobley Hill Community Centre
P14LH0606 Laptops for Beginners 16/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Fri 10am-12noon

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre
P14AR0610 Laptops for Improvers 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 1-3pm

Winlaton Community Centre
P14WN0606 IT Savvy 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 6.30-8.30pm

Teaching, Counselling  
and Learning for Work 
 

To enrol call 0191 433 8516 weekdays, 8th - 18th December 2014

* Accredited course leading to a Certificate

* Accredited course leading to a Certificate

Take the functional skills challenge and aim to 
achieve a national qualification in ICT.
All of our sessions include a blend of informal learning tailored to your 
individual needs, at flexible times to fit the demands of everyday life.

For more information call 0191 433 8738 or email  
learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Bensham Grove Community Centre   
F14BG1507 How To Write a Successful  19/01/2015 1 Level 2  £80.00   £80.00  Mon 10am-4pm 
  Funding Bid* 

Gateshead Interchange Centre 
P14GU0105 Introduction to Counselling 05/03/2015 5 Entry 3  £25.50   £19.00  Thurs 6.30 - 8.30pm

Lobley Hill Community Centre
F14LH0106 Working With Under 5s 21/01/2015 15 Level 1  £76.50   £57.00  Wed 9.30-11.30am

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre 
 F14AR1301 Level 3 Award in Education  08/01/2015 16 Level 3  £355.00   £355.00  Thurs 5.30-8.30pm 
  and Training* 

 F14AR0101 Certificate or Diploma in  14/05/2015 36 Level 4  £975.00  £975.00  Thurs 5.30-8.30pm 
  Independent  Advocacy*   
   



w
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History, Map Reading  
and the Natural World
To enrol call 0191 433 8516 weekdays, 8th - 18th December 2014

 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Bensham Grove Community Centre 
P14BG1007 Music History 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 10am-12noon

P14BG1008 Beginners Family History from  21/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 10.30am-12.30pm 
  the Internet

P14BG1009 Family History from the Internet 21/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Wed 1.30-3.30pm

Heworth Grange School
P14HA0807 Don’t Get Lost 21/01/2015 5 Entry 3  £25.50   £19.00  Wed 6.30-8.30pm

St Thomas More School - To enrol call 0191 499 5040
P14MO1006 Family History from the Internet 20/01/2015 10 All  £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6-8pm

Whickham Comprehensive school
P14WZ0805 Map Reading & Country Walking 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 6.30-8.30pm 

24+ Advanced Learning Loans are similar to 
Higher Education loans but are now available for 
Further Education Students.

The course must start after 1 August 2014 and be 
at level 3 or 4, examples of this include Diplomas 
and Certificates.

Repayments don’t start until April 2016 and you 
won’t have to pay anything back until you’re earning 
over £21,000 a year.

To qualify you will need to be:
l  Aged 24 or over at the start of your course
l  Resident in the UK for three years prior to the 

start of the course
l  Enrolling on a course at level 3 or above

The amount of the loan depends on the type of 
course you take and how much the fees are. The 
minimum loan you can get is £300. You don’t have 
to borrow the full amount of your course - you can 
pay for some of it yourself.

The loans are not means-tested or credit checked 
and any individual who meets the criteria will be 
able to apply for a loan, whether they are employed 
or unemployed. The loan will then be paid directly 
to the training provider on your behalf.

Level 3 or 4 courses are available in:
l  Supporting Teaching and Learning
l  Continuing Education & Training
l  Advice and Guidance
l  Customer Service
l  Business and Administration
l  Health and Social Care
l  Management
l  Advocacy

How to apply
You can apply by post or online.  
For more information visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/24+advanced 
or call 0191 433 8646

Aiming Higher with  
advanced learning loans
If you are aged 24 or above and interested in studying at 
level 3 or above you may not need to pay course fees.
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Health Leisure and Relaxation
To enrol call 0191 433 8516 weekdays, 8th - 18th December 2014

 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Kingsmeadow Community School       
P14KM0708 Basic Cookery Skills 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3   £51.00   £38.00  Mon 6.30-8.30pm  

Cookery
To enrol call 0191 433 8516 weekdays, 8th - 18th December 2014

 Course               Programme title Start date No of Level Course Over 60 Day Time  
 code   weeks  fee fee   

Barley Mow Village Hall 
P14BM0805 Manicure and Nails 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £     38.00  Mon 10am-12noon 

Bensham Grove Community Centre 
P14BG0807 Fit and Healthy 19/01/2015 10 All  £25.50 £19.00  Mon 1.30-2.30pm

P14BM0805 Indian Head Massage 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 1-3pm

P14BG0808 Latin and Ballroom Dancing 22/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 12.30-2.30pm

Chowdene Childrens Centre 
P14CK0801 Dance Fitness  19/01/2015 10 Entry 3 £51.00 £38.00 Mon 10am-12noon

Gateshead Interchange Centre 
P14GU0805 Nails and Manicure 05/02/2015 8 Entry 3  £40.80   £30.40  Thurs 6-8pm

Deckham Community Centre 
 P14DK0801 Bootcamp Fitness 20/01/2015 10   Entry 3 £38.25 £28.50 Tues 1-2.30pm

Dunston Community Centre 
P14DC0806 Social Dance 20/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Tues 10am-12noon

P14DC0807 Beginners Yoga 22/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 1-3pm

Gateshead Interchange Centre 
P14GU0805 Nails and Manicure 05/02/2015 8 Entry 3  £ 40.80   £30.40  Thurs 6-8pm

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre
P14AR0815 Beginners Hatha Yoga 19/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £51.00   £38.00  Mon 6.30-8.30pm

P14AR0816 Intermediate Hatha Yoga 20/01/2015 10 Level 1  £51.00   £38.00  Tue 7-9pm

P14AR0817 Mixed Ability Hatha Yoga 22/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Thurs 7-9pm

St Thomas More School - To enrol call 0191 499 5040    
P14MO0806 Massage for Beginners 20/01/2015 10 All   £51.00   £38.00  Tues 6-8pm

Whickham Comprehensive School
 P14WZ0801 Bootcamp Fitness 20/01/2015 10 Entry 3 £38.25 £28.50 Tues 4.30-6pm

Winlaton Community Centre
P14WN0806 Exercise For All 22/01/2015 10 Entry 3  £38.25   £28.50  Thurs 9.30-11am
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Skills for Life Weekdays 9.30am - 4pm. To enrol call 0191 433 8738

 Course               Programme Title Level Day Time Start Créche 
 Code     Date Availabe

Bensham Grove
B14BG1411   Maths L1 and L2 Mon 1.30-3.30pm 05/01/2015 YES

Blaydon Winlaton Childrens Centre
B14BO1413 English L1 and L2 Mon 9.30-11.30am 05/01/2015 NO

B14BO1414 Maths L1 and L2 Tue  12.30-3pm 06/01/2015 YES

St Chads Community Centre
B14SC1411 Reading for Life Entry 1 Mon 10am-12noon 05/01/2015 NO

Cowen Road Learning Works - Blaydon
B14HZ1412 Test Gateshead L1 and L2 Fri 9.30-12noon 09/01/2015 NO

Headworks @ The Civic
B14HW1417 Test Gateshead L1 and L2 Fri 9-11am 09/01/2015 NO

B14HW1418 Test Gateshead L1 and L2 Thur 4.30-7pm 08/01/2015 NO 

B14HW1419 Build your Confidence in Maths E1/E2 Wed 9-11am 07/01/2015 YES

B14HW1420 Test Gateshead L1 and L2 Tue  9.30am-12noon 06/01/2015 NO

B14HW1421 Test Gateshead L1 and L2 Wed 1.30-6pm 07/01/2015 NO

Gateshead Interchange
B14GU1410 Build your Confidence in Maths E2/E3 Thur 9.30-11.30am 08/01/2015 YES

B14GU1411 Build your Confidence in English E2/E3 Wed 9.30-11.30am 07/01/2015 YES

B14GU1412 Move On in English E2 Fri 12.30-2.30pm 09/01/2015 YES

Queen Elizabeth Hospital
B14QE1412 Test Gateshead L1 and L2 Wed 5.30-7.30pm 07/01/2015 NO

Edberts House 
B14EH1413 English L1 and L2 Thur 9.30-11.30am 08/01/2015 YES

State of the Art @ The Dryden Centre
B14AR1421 ESOL Entry Mon & Tue 9.30am-12noon 05/01/2015 NO

B14AR1422 ESOL Entry 1 Wed & Thur 1-3.30pm 07/01/2015 NO

B14AR1423 ESOL Entry 2 Mon & Wed 1-3.30pm 05/01/2015 NO

B14AR1424 ESOL Entry 3  Tue & Thur 9.30am-12noon 09/09/2015 NO

B14AR1425 ESOL  E3/L1 Wed & Fri 9.30am-12noon 07/01/2015 NO

B14HW1422 ESOL Assessment Session Various Wed 9-11am 07/01/2015 NO 

B14AR1426 ESOL Level 1 Mon & Thur 9.30am-12noon 05/01/2015 NO 
     and 1-3.30pm

Take the functional skills challenge and aim to achieve a national 
qualification in Maths and English. 
All of our sessions include a blend of informal learning tailored to your individual needs,  
at flexible times to fit the demands of everyday life. 

For more information call 0191 433 8738 or email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk
English and Maths

Take the Functi
onal 

Skills Challenge
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learningSkills Online Services
MoodLS - VLE - Online learning  
support for all our courses
MoodLS- VLE offers:

• an enhanced learning experience

• access to additional support and resources

• the opportunity to share and keep in contact with 
other learners and tutors

To access this service go to  
moodle.learningskills.eu

Go Online Gateshead
Have you the skills you need to allow you  
take advantage of online services? 
Online services are becoming increasingly  
important in learning and in life, learningSkills run 
courses that will help you develop all the skills you 
need. Contact 0191 433 8516.

Bring Your Own Computer
We are rolling out free Wifi for  
learners across our centres and  
we welcome you bringing your  
laptop, tablet or smart phone to  
make your learning experience  
even more enjoyable.

Youth Skills
learningSkills offer a range 
of opportunities for young 
people aged 16-18.

Traineeships
Excellent preparation for an apprenticeship 
or employment if you are 16-24 years old.  
Programmes are six weeks up to six months 
depending on your need.

At Gateshead Council our Traineeships will provide 
you with:

• work experience in your chosen area

• GCSE A*-C English and maths equivalent, if you 
don’t have it already, or a qualification that will help 
you progress towards GCSE in the future

• employability and ICT 

• teamwork and confidence building 

• tutorial time to discuss your progress 

• travel and lunch costs

We have training centres in various locations across 
Gateshead.

Programmes of Study 
Excellent preparation for work or further training,  
no entry qualifications required.

At Gateshead Council each of our Programmes  
of Study will provide you with:

• The skills and experience employers value

• A great start to a career

• Work experience in vocational areas where  
there are jobs 

• A valuable qualification

• GCSE A*-C English and Maths equivalent, if you 
don’t have it already, or a qualification that will help 
you progress towards GCSE in the future

• Tutorial time to discuss your progress 

• Lunch and travel costs

• Bonus for full attendance   

We have places available for courses in:

• Admin • Care
• Construction • Retail

For more information or to book an appointment please call 0191 433 8646.
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Family Learning

Family Learning takes place in:

• Primary schools  • Community venues
• Secondary schools • Children’s centres

There is something for everyone.  All activities are suitable for mothers, 
fathers, grandparents and carers and their children. Courses run 
throughout Spring term.  

For more information call:  0191 433 8678 or 433 8677 or  433 8635 
or email familylearning@gateshead.gov.uk

Adults must accompany children and children must be accompanied by adults.

•   Are you a member of a community group or 
organisation and have an idea for a course that you 
would like to see happen at a venue to suit you?

•   Are you a member of staff or a volunteer who wants 
to run a course in your organisation or community 
centre?

•  Are you looking for something in particular that isn’t 
in this booklet?

•  Are you interested in joining one of the classes but 
want to know more?

•   Would you like someone from the Gateshead 
Council learningSkills Community Learning team to 
attend one of your community events?

The Community Learning Team is here to help and 
support you set up new courses (or taster sessions) 
in your area and we can match your idea up with 
one of our experienced and qualified tutors.

For any of the above please call  
Paula Dewhurst on 0771 495 7898
email pauladewhurst@gateshead.gov.uk

Community Development - Community Engagement 
- Community Learning

Family Learning activities are designed to engage families in different ways and explore 
ways you can learn while having fun. All activities and materials are free and are designed 
to help you to keep up-to-date with your children’s learning.

What families think
“From completing Family Learning 
I am now able to help my child but I 
also have a range of qualifications 

that have helped me gain 
employment.“

“We had a fantastic time and the 
sessions were really fun, we both 
learned so much and I am now 

more confident helping my children 
with maths.”

“The staff were really friendly and 
helpful.  I would recommend Family 

Learning to anyone, any age.”

For further information please 
watch our video:  
www.youtube.com/

watch?v=rwOTquD0P9A

In addition to the community courses taking place 
we will be working in partnership with Primary and 
Secondary schools in developing Family English, 
Maths and Language programmes. These are a great 
way to find out how you can support your children with 
their school work, including finding out how to help 
them with their SATs, as well as improving your own 
skills including accredited courses to help you get back 
to work.

Family Maths and Family English 
You can also gain qualifications in functional skills at 
level 1 in English and maths.

Some examples of activities you could participate in include:

• Family science 
• Family pottery 
• Outdoor pursuits
• Baby massage 
• Baby yoga 

• Explore and learn
• Family computers and technology
• Staying safe online 
• Parents with Prospects
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This is a knowledge based qualification suitable for all 
support staff roles in school, including site staff and 
administrators, as well as those who work directly with 
children and young people.  It seeks to develop the 
knowledge and understanding that all those working in a 
school setting will need and covers the following modules:

• Child and young person development
• Safeguarding the welfare of children and young people

• Communication and professional relationships with children, 
young people and adults

• Equality, diversity and inclusion in work with children and 
young people

• Schools as organisations

As it is a knowledge based qualification, it can be taken by 
learners not yet employed in a school, as well as providing 
initial training/induction for those new in post.

Qualifications and Training for
Teaching Assistants
and Support Staff

Contact: Tony Ruggiero  Tel: 0191 433 8582 or 0191 433 8516 (after 5pm)
                      tonyruggiero@gateshead.gov.uk

Level 2 Award in Support Work in Schools

This qualification is for those members of the school 
workforce who directly support the teaching and 
learning of pupils and covers:
• Communication and professional relationships with 

children, young people and adults
• Schools as organisations
• Support learning activities
• Support children and young people’s positive behaviour
• Develop professional relationships with children, young 

people and adults

• Promote equality, diversity and inclusion in work with 
children and young people

• Support assessment for learning
• Engage in personal development in health, social care 

or children’s and young people’s settings
• Support children and young people’s health and safety
• Understand child and young person development
• Understand how to safeguard the wellbeing of children 

and young people

Level 3 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools

This qualification incorporates the units of the Level 3 
Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools. 
Additional units cover the specialist roles of staff working 
at this level e.g. supporting bilingual pupils or supporting 

pupils with special educational needs. It is for those 
members of the school workforce who directly support the 
teaching and learning of pupils.

Level 3 Diploma in Specialist Support for Teaching and Learning in Schools

This qualification is for those members of the school 
workforce who directly support the teaching and 
learning of pupils. The qualification incorporates the units 
in the Level 2 Award in Support Work in Schools and adds 
competence units to reflect the role of those supporting 
pupils’ learning as follows:

• Child and young person development
• Safeguarding the welfare of children and young people
• Communication and professional relationships with 

children, young people and adults

• Equality, diversity and inclusion in work with children and 
young people

• Schools as organisations
• Help improve own and team practice in schools
• Maintain and support relationships with children and 

young people
• Support children and young people’s health and safety
• Support children and young people’s positive behaviour
• Support learning activities
• Prepare and maintain learning environments

Level 2 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools
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Range of NVQs, Certificates, Level Day No of weeks Cost
Apprenticeships

Advice and Guidance Support 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Business Administration 2, 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Beauty Therapy 1, 2 Flexible Approx 1 year Flexible

Cleaning & Environmental Support Services 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Customer Service 2, 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Hairdressing 1, 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Health (Clinical)  2, 3  Flexible Approx 1 year  Flexible

Health and Social Care  2, 3  Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Hospitality 2  Flexible Approx 1 year  Flexible

Information Technology 1, 2, 3  Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Management 3, 5  Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Retail 1, 2, 3 Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Team Leading 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Supporting Teaching and Learning 2,3 TBC  1 year TBC

Vocational Learning
Learning in the workplace or for work
We have a range of qualifications that will help you to develop your knowledge and skills at work while 
gaining national recognition for the work you already do. We offer NVQs, Certificates and Apprenticeships 
in a range of occupational areas. NVQ qualifications can only be delivered in the workplace. Please 
contact us for further details on these courses and to find out how we can support you further.

Additional information:
NVQs - free if you do not already have a level 2 qualification.
Apprenticeships are funded for learners aged 16-18 inclusive and are for a minimum of one year.
Please contact us to find out about fees and funding available to support you.

For further details call: 0191 433 8516 or email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Looking for an Apprenticeship? Then we need you!
Gateshead Council learningSkills has employers 
looking for apprentices in:
l  Business Administration
l  ICT
l  Retail
l  Teaching Assistant
l  Customer Service
l  Hospitality
l  Health & Social Care
l  Cleaning

Join Gateshead Council learningSkills Apprentice Pool to fast track into an apprenticeship with a local employer.
* For more information call NOW on: 0191 433 8727 email: apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk

Are you an employer?We will pay you £1500* to take on an 
apprentice.
All our apprentices are pre-interviewed and 
ready to go.
Invest in young people NOW and make your 
business more productive and cost effective.
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Foundation Courses
Gel/Acrylic Nails - 2 days, 9.30am-3pm, £200 price includes kit
Hot Stones Massage - 1 day only, 9.30am-3pm, £100
Waxing - 1 day only, 9.30am-3pm, £100
Spray Tanning - 1 day only, 9.30am-3pm, £125
Gel Nail Polish Application - 1 day only, 9.30am-3pm, £100
Semi Perm Eyelash Extension Application - 1 day only, 9.30am-3pm, £180 price includes kit
Threading - 1 day only, 9.30am-3pm, £50
Swedish Massage - 1 day only, 9.30am-3pm, £100
Pre Bonded Hair Extension - 1 day 9.30am to 3pm £300* Price includes kit
Nail Art - 1 day only, 9.30am-3pm, £60
Wet Shaving Course - 1 day only, Sunday, 10am-4pm, £150
Study Programme 16-19 year olds for Barbering,  - On going, 9.30am-2.30pm, number of days and weeks varies. 
Hair & Beauty  Free - bursary and uniform provided

Courses
Level 1 Hairdressing - 1 day per week 9.30am-3pm, lasting approx 4 months
Level 2 Hairdressing - 1 day per week 9.30am-3pm, lasting approx 12 months
Level 3 Hairdressing - March 2015, 1 day per week
Level 1 Beauty Therapy - 1 day per week 9.30am-3pm, lasting approx 4 months
Level 2 Beauty Therapy - 1 day per week 9.30am-3pm, lasting approx 12 months
Level 3 Beauty Therapy - Mondays 9.30am-5.30pm, lasting approx 12 months
Level 1 Barbering - 1 day per week 9.30am-3pm, lasting approx 4 months
Level 2 Barbering - 1 day per week 9.30am-3pm, lasting approx 12 months
Level 3 Barbering - 1 day per week 3-7pm 

A.L.D. Hair & Beauty
Unit 3 Swan Street, Gateshead (Adjacent to Gateshead High Street Job Centre)

Enrol throughout the year. Please contact A.L.D. Academy on 0191 477 7764 or 07540 411 916
Email: aldhairdressing@gmail.com or visit our website at: www.aldhairandbeautytraining.co.uk

Moving Forward customer training
The Gateshead Housing Company offers a wide range of free courses to help develop the skills, knowledge 
and confidence of attendees, and overall improve the health and wellbeing of Gateshead residents. We 
provide a range of support to help you attend a session including transport and interpreting services.  

To view our full Moving Forward customer training programme visit: www.gatesheadhousing.co.uk/movingforward

Demand led courses
We understand the demands of today’s lifestyles so also offer a suite of courses with flexible dates 
and times.  If you’re interested in any of the following, get in touch and we’ll add you to the invite list.

• Checking our services (mystery shopping)
• Confidence building
• Drug and alcohol awareness
• Health awareness
• How to manage your money
• Managing your stress (full-day course)
• Managing your stress (two-hour course)

Scheduled courses
• Health awareness - Friday 6 February 2015, 2-4pm
• Summer gardening - Friday 20 March 2015, 10.30am-12.30pm

• Meeting skills and being Chair
• Running your home
• Saving energy and money
• Social media made simple
• Understanding differences in people
• Understanding health improvement
• Let’s get digital, digital drop in

To book a place or for more information contact our 
Involvement team on: 0191 433 5357 or email:  
involve@gatesheadhousing.co.uk
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Important information
Our facilities
Gateshead Council learningSkills 
deliver courses in a wide range of 
learning venues across the borough. 
This means you can access learning 
locally in community centres, schools, 
libraries and Council buildings. You can 
be guaranteed a friendly face and an 
extra special learning experience. We 
care about the welfare of our learners 
so we ensure that you, our learners, 
are helped every step of the way.

Our prices
All learning programmes in this 
prospectus are subsidised. Your fee 
makes a contribution to the cost of the 
programme. We have three rates:

Full Price – for anyone under the 
age of 60 who does not qualify for the 
concessionary rate or full discount. To 
help you learn at an affordable rate we 
have kept our prices at £2.55 per hour.

Concessionary – for anyone over 
the age of 60. You pay 75% of the 
course fees (£1.90 per hour).

Free – for some people who are on 
benefits (see ‘Getting a Concession’), 
aged 16-18 or those on Family 
Learning, Skills for Life and some 
ESOL and IT courses.

Full Cost – courses that do not 
receive Government funding are 
charged at a full cost rate. There are 
no concessions available. There may 
still be examination and/or material 
fees to pay: these are NOT subject to a 
reduction.

Getting a concession
You can qualify for a concession if 
you are over 60 years of age or in 
receipt of Job Seekers Allowance or 
Employment and Support Allowance 
(Work Related Activity Group) for those 
seeking skills training to help you into 
work. If you are on any other benefit 
such as Income Support or Disability 
Living Allowance and are enrolling on a 
course to help you gain skills to move 
into employment then you may also 
qualify for a concession. 

If you think you qualify for a 
concessionary or discounted rate then 
you must bring evidence to support 
this when you enrol, such as benefit 
documentation. If you are over 60 or 
under 19 you must also bring evidence 
of this. We will also ask you for your 
National Insurance number - please 
ensure that you bring this with you 
when you enrol.

If you do not fall into either of these 
categories and can’t afford to pay your 
course fees then you can apply to our 
hardship funds for financial help. Speak 
to the enrolling officer at the centre or 
contact us on 0191 433 8646 for more 
information.

Choosing the right course 
for you
When you enrol we will give you 
information on the course and answer 
any questions you may have. We have 
different levels of qualifications:

Entry Level –  is further divided into 
three sub-levels: Entry 3, Entry 2 and 
Entry 1. These describe in detail the 
small steps required for adults to make 
progress, where Entry 1 is the lowest 
level ability, working up to Entry 3. 

This sub-division also signals a clear 
alignment of the skill levels with levels 
1, 2 and 3 of the National Curriculum.

Level 1 – designed for people who 
have either completed an entry level 3 
or beginners course, or who have some 
knowledge or experience in the subject

Level 2 – designed for people who 
already have quite a good knowledge 
of the subject and are becoming 
competent

Level 3 – for those advanced in the 
subject

All – a mixed ability class suitable for 
all levels

Some of the learning programmes are 
listed with a *. This means they lead 
to a nationally recognised qualification 
and you will receive, upon successful 
completion, a certificate from an 
awarding body, such as City and 
Guilds. If you are unsure, please speak 
to the enrolling officer.

Cancellations
LearningSkills cannot guarantee that 
all courses advertised will proceed. If 
there are insufficient numbers enrolling, 
courses may be cancelled. If you have 
enrolled, every effort will be made to 
find you an alternative course or a full 
refund of fees.

Supporting your learning
If you think you need help with 
completing your learning programme 
please contact us. We can help with 
things such as:

•  Travel costs
•  Childcare costs
•  English and Maths

•  Specialist equipment
•  One to one support

Please speak to the enrolling officer, 
tutor or venue at any time or call 
learningSkills on 0191 433 8646 or 
email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Additional costs
You may need to buy equipment 
or materials relating to the learning 
programme. This will be explained to 
you when you enrol. If you think you 
may need assistance with paying for 
these, please speak to the enrolling 
officer, tutor or venue at any time.

Individual learning plans
We are proud of the learning we 
deliver and we want to ensure that you 
have the best experience possible. 
We will ask you about your previous 
experiences with learning and look 
at what support you may need. We 
will explore what you want to get 
out of your learning programme and 
use this to develop an individual 
learning plan, which will assist you 
in your development throughout the 
programme.

Equality and diversity
We value and recognise the social and 
cultural diversity of Gateshead. We 
seek to ensure that all learners and 
staff are protected from harassment, 
bullying and discrimination, including 
those based with employers and at 
other sites external to the providers.

We aim to provide conditions that 
encourage everyone to actively 
participate and enjoy learning.

If you feel that is not the case or 
want to discuss this further, please 
contact 0191 433 8646 or email 
learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Staying safe while you 
learn
We are committed to safeguarding all 
learners. We will:
•  Take action when abuse is suspected
•  Increase awareness of the issues 

involved
•  Support all learners in accessing 

support so they can lead safe lives
•  Work together to prevent 

mistreatment of all learners.

If you would like to speak to someone 
or have any concerns please contact 
your tutor or call our designated 
person on 0191 433 8796 or email 
safeguardingadultlearning@
gateshead.gov.uk



l Barley Mow Village Hall - Bedford Avenue, Barley Mow, 
DH3 2AJ

l Barmoor Hub (Formerly Ryton and District Youth Centre) - 
Barmoor, Ryton, NE40 3AZ

l Bensham Grove Community Learning Centre -  
Sidney Grove, Gateshead, NE8 2XD

l Bensham Grove @ The Muslim Centre -  
2 Westbourne Avenue, Gateshead, NE8 4NP 

l Birtley Children’s Centre - Pembroke Avenue, Barley 
Mow, Birtley DH3 2DJ

l Birtley Community Centre - Ravensworth Road, Birtley  
DH3 1EL

l Blaydon Youth Centre - Shibdon Road, Blaydon, NE21 5QE

l Blaydon Trinity Methodist Church - Shibdon Road, 
Blaydon, NE21 5PT

l Blaydon/Winlaton Children’s Centre - Shibdon Bank, 
Gateshead, NE21 5EZ

l Chopwell Community Centre - Derwent Street,  
Chopwell, NE17 7HS

l Chowdene Childrens Centre - Waverley Road, Harlow 
Green, NE9 7TU

l Cowan Road Learning Works - Cowan Road, Blaydon,  
NE21 5TX

l Deckham Village Hall - Split Crow Road, Gateshead,  
NE8 3UB

l Dunston Community Centre - Railway Street, Dunston,  
NE11 9EB

l Edberts House - 17 St Edmunds Drive, Gateshead, NE10 9AE

l The Elgin Centre - Elgin Road, Carr Hill, Gateshead,  
NE9 5PA

l Felling Community Centre - Crowhall Terrace,  
Crowhall Road, Felling, NE10 8RB

l Gateshead Interchange Centre - West Street, Gateshead, 
NE8 1BH

l Greenside Community Centre - Main Road, Greenside,  
NE40 4AA 

l Headworks @ The Civic Centre - Civic Centre,  
Regent Street, Gateshead, NE8 1HH

l Heworth Grange School - High Lanes, Gateshead,  
NE10 0PT

l Kibblesworth Millennium Centre - Grange Terrace, 
Kibblesworth, NE11 0XN 

l Kingsmeadow Community School - Market Lane, 
Dunston, NE11 9XN

l Lobley Hill Community Centre - Scafell Gardens, Lobley 
Hill, Gateshead, NE11 9LS

l St Chad’s Community Centre - 21 Liddell Terrace, Gateshead, 
NE8 1YN

l St Thomas More School - Croftdale Road, Blaydon,  
NE21 4BQ

l State Of The Art @ The Dryden Centre - Evistones Road, 
Gateshead, NE9 5UR

l Whickham Comprehensive - Burnthouse Lane, 
Whickham, NE16 5AR

l Winlaton Centre - North Street, Winlaton, NE21 6BY

l St Mary’s Heritage Centre - Oakwellgate, Gateshead,  
NE8 2AU

l Stonehills Pelaw - Shields Road, Gateshead, NE10 0HW

l Queen Elizabeth Hospital - Queen Elizabeth Avenue, 
Gateshead, NE9 6SX
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Enrolment information
Join the 1,500 people who enrolled online last term. 
ENROL ONLINE NOW, at: www.gateshead.gov.uk/learningskills  
and follow the links.

You can also find our prospectus online: www.learningSkills.eu/prospectus and follow the links.  
Click on the course you are interested in for further information, tutors and learning venues to help you make a  
decision on the course that is right for you.
Payment methods: By card, over the telephone or online. Cash or cheque in person.

You can pay in person at: 
Bensham Grove Community Centre - 5th – 9th January, 10am-4pm, by card, cash or cheque

Barley Mow Village Hall - 9th January, 10am-12noon, cash or cheque only

Barmoor Hub - 5th January, 10am-12noon, cash or cheque only

St Thomas More School - Tel: 0191 499 5040. Call anytime, if no one is available to take your call, please leave your 
name and number and someone will call you back. Or enroll in person

These are the locations of our learning venues. 
To enquire about any of them, please call 0191 433 8516.
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Join Gateshead Council learningSkills Apprenticeship 
Pool and you could be earning £1000’s to spend on the 
things that make you happy.  We have jobs available in: 

To apply for any of our jobs visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/apprenticepool  
and complete the online form or contact us now.   
Call 0191 433 8727  Text 07825 552 087   
Email apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk

Looking for a  
traineeship?

A short six week programme  
with FREE Weekly Travel Pass,  
FREE interview clothing and a 

work placement near your  
home! A great way to start  

an apprenticeship and  
a career.

Get a job
Get a career
Get a future

Call us and make an appointment to discuss your needs
 

Adult Employability Skills
employability@gateshead.gov.uk

0191 433 8590 or 07714 957 898

employability@gateshead.gov.uk             0191 433 8646         

www.facebook.com/learningSkillsNE            www.gateshead.gov.uk/learningSkills 

Over 70 jobs available NOW 
Earn £120  a week,  average

l  Business Admin 
l  Retail
l  Health & Social Care 
l  Customer Service

l  ICT 
l  Teaching Assistant
l  Hospitality 
l  Cleaning & Support
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Keeping our children safe
There’s been a lot of news recently 
about the sexual exploitation of 
children and young people - from 
the Savile case to the dreadful case of 
organised gangs in Rochdale, and more 
recently, Operation Sanctuary in our 
region.

So, what are we doing to keep our 
children and young people safe – and 
what can you do to help us?

One of the key priorities of Gateshead 
Local Safeguarding Children Board is 
to protect children and young people 
from sexual exploitation.  It works 

directly with children and young 
people who are identified as being at 
risk, or involved in such exploitation. 
This year it has organised awareness-
raising sessions in secondary schools, 
as well as training professionals from 
the Council, police, health agencies 
and schools so that they can recognise 
young people at risk and know how to 
support them.

Often, the young victims don’t 
recognise the controlling or abusive 
nature of the abuse. Many believe 
they are in a loving relationship and 

are unlikely to report the abuse and 
once they feel uncomfortable with the 
situation they feel that they are in too 
deep to change things.  

However, there are behavioural 
changes and other signs that might 
be an indication that a child is a victim 
of sexual exploitation.  So as a parent, 
carer, relative, teacher or friend, it’s 
important to recognise what these 
might be and where to go for help  
and advice if you have  
any concerns.  

If you think a young person you know is at risk then please call the police on 101 
or Gateshead Council  on 0191 433 2653, or contact Childline 0800 1111, or visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/LSCB or www.northumbria.police.uk

Signs might include:

• Going missing from home or care 
• Missing school
• Unexplained injuries
• Unexplained gifts or money

Get web wise  
this winter
As more and more of us are 
getting to grips with new 
technology, it’s reassuring to 
know that help is on hand for 
those people who are just starting 
their online journey.  Information 
drop in sessions on how to 
stay safe online are being held 
at many local libraries across 
the borough over the next few 
weeks, culminating in a range of 
events to mark the national ‘Start 
Something’ campaign in February. 

So if you, or someone you know 
needs help with looking for 
work online, searching for health 
information or you just want to 
know how to use your new tablet, 
or how to download eBooks from 
the Gateshead Library website, 
just drop in and find out more.

Contact your local library or 
telephone Jacqui Thompson  
0191 433 8406 for more 
information, or go online online  
www.gatesheadlibraries.com/
learning

School admissions deadline
If your child is due to start at a 
Gateshead primary, infant or junior 
school for the first time in September 
2015 – you can apply online from now 
for the schools of your choice.  

The closing date for submitting 
application forms is: 15 January 2015 
for primary, infant and junior school 
admissions.

The easiest way to apply is online  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
schooladmissions   
You can also find a copy of the 
Admission to Schools booklet on the 
Council’s website.

The online system is easy to use, there is 
no risk of your application getting lost 
in the post, you receive confirmation 
when we receive your form and you 
also receive email confirmation of 
which school your child has been 
offered on allocation day.

Alternatively, you can complete a 
paper application form and return it to 
The School Admissions Team, Dryden 
Centre, Evistones Road, Low Fell, 
Gateshead, NE9 5UR.

For more information call the 
admissions team on  
0191 433 2775/2756/2109.

Interested in Adoption?
If you are interested in adoption but not sure where to start, we can help.   
An adoption information event will take place on Thursday 5 February, 
5.30-7pm in the Lamesley Room, Gateshead Civic Centre.  We can give you an 
overview of how adoption works, the timescales, support and lots more.  

If you can’t attend, but would like to know more, please call our adoption 
team on 0191 433 6388 or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption

• Self-harm
• Changes in physical appearance
• Excessive use of social network sites



To find out more about this and the other volunteering schemes offered by the 
Council, contact Kate Marshall on 0191 433 3255, katemarshall@gateshead.gov.uk 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering  www.do-it.org.uk
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Do you enjoy spending time with 
young people? Perhaps you have 
brought up your own children who 
have now left home? 

Gateshead Council is urgently looking 
for people like you to foster teenagers, 
to offer them a home, stability and 
security. 

Teenage years can be difficult for 
anyone, but for a young person 
who has gone through a distressing 
upbringing it can be especially 
unsettling.  

This is a critical stage in their lives which 
will seriously affect their future and you 
can make a real difference. 

Our foster carers come from all walks 
of life, just like the children who need 

to be looked after. There’s no such 
thing as a typical carer. We’re looking 
for people who are patient, flexible, 
understanding, determined and keen 
to learn. You must also have a spare 
room and time to commit to a child.

Deciding to foster a child is a big 
decision. It will not only change the 
life of the child you foster, but your life 
and that of your family – in a good way. 
Specialist staff and a comprehensive 
training package will support you all 
of the way, in addition to a generous 
payment package. 

Visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
fostering or call 0191 433 8333 
for further information.

Could you foster a Gateshead teenager?
Special event

Come along to our special 
fostering careers event:

Saturday 17 January 2015, 
10am-2pm  

Gateshead International 
Stadium

As well as talks and information 
from professionals involved in 
the fostering service, current 
carers will be on hand to tell 

you about fostering and what is 
really involved. 

No need to book. 

Volunteer greeters
When Northumbria University 
students arrived to take up residence in 
Gateshead they were helped to settle in 
and get to know their surroundings by 
local volunteers.

Recruited by the Council as ‘Face of 
Gateshead’ volunteers, the 21-strong 
group, (including 14 Gateshead College 
tourism students),  stood out in their 
bright red t-shirts signposting, guiding 
and providing basic information to the 
new students and their families. 

Over four days and 116 hours of 
volunteering they answered questions 
about local transport and leisure, 
shopping and cultural activities in 
the area, as well as working with the 
university team making sure the 
students knew where to register 
and find their way around their new 
accommodation.

Cabinet Member for Communities 
and Volunteering, Councillor Linda 
Green said: “The London Olympics 
showed everyone the positive impact 
volunteers can make when it came to 
welcoming and helping visitors and 
residents alike to the Games.  This is 

what we aimed to achieve with our 
‘Face of Gateshead’ volunteers, and 
though on a much smaller scale, I’m 
delighted it was such a success.”

It’s hoped similar events and activities 
can be supported in the same way in 
the future.

Sweet memories 
of  WW1
Pupils at Heworth Grange have 
commemorated this year’s 
Armistice Day by handing out 
packets of jelly babies!

The sweets, originally called 
‘Unwanted Babies’, were renamed 
‘Peace Babies’ in 1918 to celebrate 
the end of the First World War and 
it became customary for people 
to hand them out as a way of 
celebrating the end of hostilities.

The school’s English Department 
recreated the scenario by handing 
out Peace Babies to every pupil in 
the school on November 11. 

‘Face of Gateshead’ volunteers



A new Aldi store has opened on Ellison 
Road, Dunston as part of the major 
redevelopment on the site of the 
demolished ‘Dunston Rocket’.

The store, which has created 30 new 
jobs for the local community, was 
opened by students from the St Philip 
Neri Primary School in September. Aldi 
also donated products to the Dunston 
Activity Mother and Toddler Group to 
celebrate the launch.

The opening of the Aldi food store 
is part of a bigger project that will 
transform the area that will see 47 new 
one and two bedroom apartments for 
people aged 55 and over, available next 
year. In the future, a small park and 45 
new family homes will be built on the 
site.

Ian Prescott, Land and Partnerships 
Director for Keepmoat Homes in the 
North East, said: “This new Aldi store is 
part of the first phase of a £13 million 
regeneration masterplan which will 
bring a new lease of life to the former 
Dunston Rocket site.”

The Ravensworth Road regeneration 
project is one of several major ‘brown 
field’ projects taking place in Gateshead 
at present. Gateshead Council has plans 
to ensure that two-thirds of demand 
for new homes in the borough are 
provided on brown field land. 

Cabinet Member for Economy, 
Councillor Mary Foy, said: 
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Dunston gets new store

Gym anniversary
An independent Blaydon gym is 
celebrating its first anniversary 
in business. Inline Fitness on 
Chainbridge Road, gives its 
members a more personalised 
touch than most gyms with 
personal instruction available . 
It specialises in nutrition, weight 
loss, technique and fitness advice 
with a wide range of modern 
equipment and classes available. 
The gym also offers a free five day 
trial. www.inlinefitness.co.uk

You might have thought there’d been a military coup in Gateshead recently!   
Gateshead Council hosted a lunchtime event at the Civic Centre to raise public 
awareness of the opportunities available for people to join the reservists, and 
the armed forces turned out in… well, in force!  Along with a large number of 
information stands offering loads of ideas for people looking to put a bit of 
excitement into their lives, the army also brought along a whole range of vehicles 
you might find yourself in if you join the reserves, including this desert-equipped 
Landrover (pictured opposite). 

Going down a (desert) storm…

A special Christmas themed Ryton 
Local Produce Market is taking 
place on December 13 with food 
demonstrations from a top chef and 
locally made food and products.

Gateshead based Masterchef winner 
Gareth Kyle, will be demonstrating a 
number of festive treats for visitors as 
part of his role as Food Ambassador 
for rural Gateshead.  Most of the 
ingredients Gareth will be using will 
be on offer at the market.

Gareth said: “The sheer variety of food 
produced right on our doorsteps is 
impressive. This will give me a great 
chance to demonstrate just what can 
be done for the Christmas table this 
year using local products.”

Over 25 stands are expected for the 
event which takes place at the Emma 
Pit Wheel in Ryton, 10am-1pm. 

Contact 0191 414 9891 
www.rytonmarket.org

Festive food at market

What we’re seeing now is the first 
stages of a new community that 
will provide great homes, shops, 

facilities and jobs for local people.



Work to make way for a brand 
new multi-million pound 
Tyneside town centre has 
begun.

A major transformation of Felling town 
centre got underway in November 
when work to clear the existing 
outdated buildings got underway.

The new development, which is 
expected to create up to 120 jobs, will 
include an Asda supermarket plus other 
shops including Boots Chemists, Lloyds 
Bank and Greggs.

Developers, The Felling Syndicate and 
Caddick Developments, are working 
together on the project.

John Reeves from this group said: “It’s 
taken longer than we thought to get 
here; all sorts of unexpected issues have 
arisen but all are now dealt with and we 
are delighted that this scheme is going 
ahead and look forward to delivering 
Felling a new town centre.’’

The first phase of demolition will 
include the former housing office, Co-
op supermarket and taxi office to make 
way for the new retail scheme, with 
Caddick Construction undertaking all 
building work.

It is expected that the new supermarket 
and retail units will open in early 2016.

The Felling development will be the 
fourth major town centre development 
carried out in Gateshead during the 
last five years. Trinity Square in the 
heart of Gateshead opened in 2013, the 
improved Blaydon town centre opened 
earlier this year, while work on a new 
supermarket and shops in Birtley town 
centre is currently underway.

Cabinet Member for Economy, 
Councillor Mary Foy, said: “I know 

people in Felling have been very  
anxious to see work on this 
development start. “

The new stores will bring  
a major improvement to 

this area for shoppers.
“It is also another example of how 
the Council can work with private 
sector developers to bring about 
enhancements in local areas.”
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Work has started on new homes off 
Derwentwater Road, Teams. 

The Gateway will create 90 stylish new 
homes in 14 designs with one, two, 
three and four bedroom properties 
available. Roads have already been laid 
for the first two phases of build, with 
seven homes now under construction 
in phase one. 

The development is proving extremely 
popular with over 400 people 
registering their interest in buying a 
home at this sought-after location. 

Cabinet Member for Housing, 
Councillor Malcolm Graham, said: 
“Regeneration projects like this play a 
major role in meeting the ever growing 
demand for homes in Gateshead.”

The Gateway will offer a mixture of new starter and family homes in Teams

The Gateway to new homes in Teams

The Gateway’s on-site sales office will open in the New Year and three fabulous 
showhomes are expected in the spring.  For more information, visit  
www.barratthomes.co.uk/thegateway or call 0844 811 55 99.

Revitalising Felling town centre

Artists impression of the new town centre



The Hive has been specially converted 
to provide an easy way into town centre 
retail space. The first tenants have now 
set up, the doors have been opened to 
the public and the tills are ringing. 

A specialist basketball clothing and 
equipment supplier, a photographic 
artist, a maker of wooden personalised 
keepsakes and a herbal remedy and 
fitness supplement retailer are the first 
to take up space.  

Manager of The Hive, Dave Crompton, 
said: “We’re providing a great 
opportunity to help new independent 
businesses try out their ideas on the 
high street for the first time. But that 
also means that shoppers have new 
and exciting retailers in their high 
street selling products that you might 
ordinarily only be able to buy online or 
from other parts of the country.”

One of the first to set up in The Hive are 
Emma McMillan and Chris Green who 
run Basketball Megastore. Emma said: 

We’ve been selling online for 
a while, but even now not 

everyone wants to buy online 
and having a real shop on the 

high street brings you to a 
wider, and different audience. 

“It’s very exciting, to see 
our products on the shelf or 

hanging up on display rather 
than just being a photo on 

the website. Meeting people 
and talking to them about the 

products face to face is very 
rewarding.

The Hive has taken over a store on 
Gateshead High Street, just around 
the corner from the brand new Trinity 
Square development (opposite Home 

Bargains). It is intended that as retailers 
prove their new ideas and move on 
to their own stores, the make-up of 
products in the shop will be regularly 
changing. 

The idea of offering test trading facilities 
like The Hive has been proven in other 
parts of the country, but this is the first 
time that such opportunities have been 
available in Tyneside.  All tenants at The 
Hive also receive specialist mentoring 
from retail experts to help them 
improve their business.

Cabinet Member for Economy 
Councillor Mary Foy, said: “Learning 
how to take those first steps is often the 
most difficult thing for retail businesses. 
The Hive is a perfect way to take one of 
the biggest hurdles out of the way and 
provide a much easier route in to retail.”

The Hive is always on the look-out for 
anyone with new ideas looking to make 
the move to the High Street. 
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First chance saloon
A new store in Gateshead has opened giving aspiring high street retailers 
their first chance to hone their skills and test their ideas in a prime location.

Emma McMillan and Chris Green who run Basketball Megastore in The Hive

For more information or to register 
an interest, visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/thehive

The Hive, 230 High Street, Gateshead
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News in brief
Tuesday fitness

St James & St Bede Church Hall on 
Sunderland Road hosts a range of 
activities every Tuesday including 
power hooping, 7-7.45pm and 
Zumba, 7.45-8.30pm, £3 per session. 
Leanne@projectfitabulous.co.uk   
www.projectfitabulous.co.uk

Own goal  
New goalposts have been put in 
place at the rear of Monarch Terrace 
in Blaydon as part of partnership 
working between the Council, 
police and Blaydon West Residents 
Association.

Ryton Market  
Stock up on some great provisions at 
the Ryton Local Produce Market – all 
from local farmers and food suppliers. 
Near Barmoor Hub, off Main Road, 
on the last Saturday of every month.  
Phone 07947 955 500 for details.

AA volunteers to help out  
38 Automobile Association staff 
volunteered for the day to help clear 
out an overgrown allotment site for 
Springwell Community Association. 
120 bags of rubbish were removed 
revealing an old pond and pear 
orchard! If your business wants to 
volunteer to help in the community 
contact Kate Marshall on 0191 433 
3255 for details.

Congratulations  
Three cheers for Birtley Amateur 
Swimming Club, who recently 
celebrated their 40th anniversary.  
The Mayor of Gateshead Councillor 
Neil Weatherley joined club members, 
staff and others to cut a celebratory 
cake to mark the occasion. 

Dance record  
Whickham Old Tyme and Modern 
Sequence Dance Club marked its 
60th anniversary this year with a 
party for members, family and friends.  
They welcome new members every 
Saturday at Whickham Community 
Centre, 7.30-10pm (£2 entry) and 
have professional dance leaders who 
regularly attend to teach new dances. 
Phone 0191 488 2393 for details. 
www.whickhamdanceclub@hotmail.
co.uk

Blaydon blooms
Local people in Blaydon have been 
doing some ‘blooming’ good work 
recently with local groups and 
organisations working together to 
make Blaydon a greener place.

Take Blaydon West Primary School for 
example; it scooped a Northumbria 
in Bloom Gold this summer for its 
children’s community allotment. This 
was helped to take root thanks to a 
grant from the Council, and parents, 
children, teachers and others have all 
helped tend and nurture the allotment.
And there’s also plans in place for an 

eco-friendly greenhouse on the site 
made out of plastic bottles!

Colourful plants are on the cards for the 
spring and summer next year, following 
an initiative to ‘grow your own’ within a 
community greenhouse at the Council’s 
central nursery. Local groups together 
with Groundwork North East have been 
setting seed to ensure a good supply of 
plants for local planting areas. 

And Blaydon Scouts have proved 
they are always prepared as they’ve 
flexed their green fingers to help with 
community plantings including their 
own Scout Garden on Shibdon Road.

If you want to get involved in any 
groups or organisations in Blaydon 
(or your own local area) a good place 
to start is the OurGateshead website 
which is full of community group 
information – visit  
www.OurGateshead.org.uk

Get involved and help make 
your community safer
The Council is looking for local 
residents to come forward and 
take part in a new group called 
the Community Safety Service 
Improvement Group.

Anyone who takes part will be able 
to give their views about the kind of 
services provided in their area around 
issues such anti-social behaviour, 
drugs and alcohol and domestic 
abuse. 

By getting involved you’ll not only 
develop your own skills, but you’ll 

influence decisions that affect 
you and your neighbours, help us 
to understand the needs of your 
community better, and make where 
you live a safer and better place – 
both now and in the future.

If you would like to get involved 
in the group please register your 
interest by contacting the Council’s 
Safer Communities Team on  
0191 433 3541 or email 
nicolajohnson3@gateshead.gov.uk  

Ksenia Macuta from Blaydon West  
Primary School
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A year of difference
It’s been a year since the management 
of Lobley Hill Community Centre 
was handed over by the Council to 
Groundwork North East and Cumbria 
– and along with new management 
there’s been a lot of activity and 
changes during these first 12 months.

The community centre is now a base 
for Groundwork’s project and youth 
teams but also home to a volunteer 
run library, and groups such as a parent 
and toddler group, youth club, dance 
school, line dancing group, guides 
group and Gateshead Presbyterian 
Church.  There is also a youth group 
for children and young people with 
disabilities and monthly councillor 
surgeries.

New projects and activities include 
a weekly after-school environment 
club for children aged 8-11, Lingotots 
Spanish classes for parents and children 
under 5, and a family football course 
with Newcastle United FC Foundation.  

Working with the Older People’s 
Assembly the Community Centre is also 
hoping to launch a ‘Friendship Group’ 
for people over 50 to join.   

For more information about Lobley 
Hill Community Centre see its 
Facebook page or OurGateshead 
website www.ourgateshead.org/
lobley-hill-community-centre

Young environment club member Emily 
Nicholls plants daffodils in the grounds  
of Lobley Hill Community Centre.

Wardley goes Woooo!
A Halloween disco held by Wardley 
Community for Change at the 
Wardley British Legion Club turned 
out to be a bit of a Thriller!

The sell-out event was a huge 
success attracting lots of local 
families. 

The kids had a brilliant time 
dancing at the disco, playing 
games and winning fab prizes 
on the tombola while the adults 
browsed the table top bargains, 
and the delicious cakes, and 
relaxed with a drink. 

When the organisers totted up 
the takings at the end, they found 
they’d raised an astonishing 
£538 for Wardley Community for 
Change.

Their next event will be a Christmas 
Fayre, again held at the Wardley 
British Legion Club, on 20th 
December 2014 – and everyone 
is hoping it will be an even bigger 
success.

Free space for community groups
If you are a member of a community 
group or voluntary organisation and 
need somewhere to hold a meeting, 
activity, or coffee morning – why not 
consider the Shipley Art Gallery?

This beautifully restored building next 
to Central Library can offer you its 
lounge free of charge.

The room is fully accessible and has a 
large bay window and plenty of natural 
light. The room can be set up in various 
ways and meeting tables, chairs, sofas, 
floor cushions and coffee tables can be 
provided. Tea, coffee and biscuits are 
available with an honesty box to cover 
costs. 

The room is available 10am-4pm 
Tuesday to Friday, and 10am-5pm on 

Saturday. Pre-booking is essential and 
subject to availability. Free, limited 
street parking is available and several 
buses stop nearby. 

To find out more please contact 
Hannah Mackay-Jackson:  
0191 477 1495  
hannah.mackay-jackson@
twmuseums.org.uk

Crime crackdown
A week long crackdown on crime and anti-social behaviour took place in 
Swalwell recently, with police patrolling hotspots and targeting known 
offenders. 

Chief Inspector Mick Lillico of Gateshead Police said: “The aims of the operation 
have been achieved by significant reductions in recorded crime and anti-social 
behaviour.  Communities in Gateshead should be reassured of our commitment 
to reduce crime by targeting those who cause most harm.”

If you have any concerns about crime and disorder where you live please 
contact your local neighbourhood policing team on 101 extension 69191.

Want Council News  
in large print or Braille? 

We can sort that for you.  
0191 433 3444 
dianebrennan@gateshead.gov.uk



Hertfordshire House Community 
Centre in Pelaw hosted its first 
Job Club at its Community Coffee 
Morning in October.  

This is a new initiative which has 
been set up in partnership with 
the National Careers Service and 
Gateshead Council’s job linkage 
team.   

The Job Club aims to help people to 
improve their skills and enable them 
to find employment or enhance their 
careers prospects.

Volunteers have been running the 
Community Coffee Morning at 
Hertfordshire House every Friday 
since July, providing hot and cold 
drinks and home-made cakes. During 
December the coffee mornings will 
have a Christmas theme and become 
Festive Fridays, with Christmas treats 
and crafts on sale. 

Community Coffee Mornings run 
each Friday from 9-11am,  
with the Job Club running from 
9.30-10.30am. For more 
information, phone 0191 469 1860
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Crafty winners
Congratulations to the members of 
the Central Art Club and Crafty Folk 
based at St James and St Bede Church, 
and Knit and Natter of St Edmunds 
Chapel whose entries in the Beamish 
Agricultural Show resulted in awards for 
quilting, artwork and crochet.  This was 
the first time the clubs had entered the 
competition.

But it’s not just craft activities that the 
churches on Gateshead High Street and 
Sunderland Road offer communities 
nearby.  Susan Rae a community 
worker for the Parish of Gateshead 
explained: “We want to create venues 
where people can meet and take part 
in activities that they are interested in 
ranging from arts and crafts to dance, 
music, social events and children’s 
groups.  

To find out more about what’s 
happening at St James and St Bede 
Church and St Edmunds Chapel visit  
www.stjamesandstbede.org find 
them on Facebook and Twitter at 
GatesheadParish.

Facelift
Birtley Community Centre is a 
now a cosier place to be following 
redecoration and refurbishment – 
courtesy of The Gateshead Housing 
Company and its partners.  

When the community association 
who run the centre applied to the 
housing company’s Community Fund 
for a grant to do the work, the housing 
company agreed to do the work in kind.  
This involved complete redecoration 
including painting, wallpapering, 
boxing in pipes and building radiator 
covers.

Over 2,000 people use the centre every 
year taking part in the many activities 
on offer.

To find out what’s happening call 
0191 410 2343. For grants available 
from the Community Foundation 
call 0191 222 0945, email general@
communityfoundation.org.uk or 
visit the housing company’s website 
www.gatesheadhousing.co.uk

Cabinet member for communities and 
Volunteering Councillor Linda Green 
Simon Lewis of Local Environmental 
Services, David McCracken, Estate 
Officer at The Gateshead Housing 
Company, and Carol Smith from Birtley 
Community Association inspect the 
finished work. 

The Garden Gang
The 300 residents of Clara Vale 
have taken on the task of looking 
after its green spaces. In addition 
to Clara Vale Local Nature Reserve, 
they also manage a Community 
Orchard, the Miners’ Memorial 
Garden on the site of a former 
church, the War Memorial garden 
and roadside tubs and verges.  

A volunteer ‘Garden Gang’ with 
members aged from 13-78 plan 
and plant and they are currently 
organising the 2015 Clara Vale 
Open Gardens Day. Allotments 
and gardens will be open to 
visitors and nurseries and local 
businesses will be in the Village 
Hall where you can also enjoy tea 
and home bakes. The date in June 
is still to be confirmed – watch this 
space! 

For more information on this 
and how to get involved contact 
Jean Thomas on 0191 413 1008 
claravalecc@rocketmail.com

It’s pantomime time
This year’s  Edberts House Pantomime – their third - will be performed by over 
30 local residents at Heworth Grange School on 18 December.

‘The Fairy That Saved Christmas’ has been written by the cast, and will feature 
singing and dancing and all your pantomime favourites.  

For further information and tickets, please contact Mark on 0191 469 1066 
or email info@edberts.org

Coffee morning launches job club



A new community group has recently 
been set up in High Spen run by and for 
local residents from the village. 

Community feeling in the village was 
that things needed to change and 
local people were best placed to do 
this.  Founder member Gina Backhouse 
explained: “We are a large village with 
no community centre and nowhere 
for residents to meet to enjoy group 
activities. We knew we had to do 
something to make a difference and 
get people together, so we set up High 
Spen Community Group.”

Although they haven’t been established 
for long, the group has already 
organised a number of events and set 
up a Facebook page to keep people 
informed about what’s happening.

“We want to involve as many people 
as possible from the village,” said Gina, 
“Our first litter pick event was a great 

success and plans are already in place 
for our second one at the beginning 
of December, followed by a coffee and 
cake sale in the Bute Arms.”

Tree time
Festive fir trees have been planted in Chopwell and Highfield villages in  
time for Christmas. These living Christmas trees will provide a sustainable  
way of marking the festive season in the villages for years to come.  

The lights for both trees were switched on by the  
Mayor of Gateshead, with funding for this year’s lights  
coming from the Council’s Local Community Fund.

Chopwell Wood Christmas trees
And talking about trees, Friends of Chopwell Wood  
will be once again selling festive firs at Chopwell  
Wood.  Open every day from 8am-8pm, you can buy  
your tree as well as tree stands, wreaths and  
other decorations (cash only please).  

At weekends there are refreshments from  
10am-4.30pm and Santa will be visiting from  
11am-3.30pm (except for the weekend of  
20-21 December). 

The sales site is next to the main car park - 
access via the B6315 near High Spen.  
Please note there will be no recycling of 
trees at Chopwell this year, you can  
recycle your tree at one of our  
Household Waste Recycling Centres.

Further information from Friends of 
Chopwell Wood 01207 542 495 or  
www.friendsof chopwellwood.org.uk
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Change for the better

Residents from High Spen come together for their first litter pick event

Young people on a community 
pay-back scheme have made a big 
difference to some problem stairs 
in Felling.

The stairs at Felling Gate had 
become overgrown with weeds 
which meant they were difficult 
for people to access – until a group 
of young people under the care of 
the Gateshead Youth Offending 
Team got involved.

The youngsters, who were all on 
a community reparation scheme, 
saw this as a chance to show 
the community their willingness 
to pay back for their anti-social 
behaviour. So for two Saturday 
mornings, they scraped, swept and 
cleared the stairs. 

During the course of the work, 
many local people using the stairs  
praised the young people for their 
efforts to improve the area and 
stay out of trouble.   

The stairs are now clear and 
the young people have had the 
satisfaction of doing something 
positive for the local community.

Lift for stairs

To get involved phone Gina 01207 
544 797, email: gina_backhouse@
yahoo.co.uk or see the group’s 
Facebook page. Information is also 
displayed on the community board 
outside the primary school.
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Some ‘extra’ inspiration
Chopwell Community Centre was 
identified as a possible base for the 
location caterers working on the ITV 
drama series ‘Vera’. The programme was 
about to begin three days of location 
filming in Chopwell and they were 
looking for a building where the cast 
and crew could go to eat and relax 
between takes.

For Barbara Heslop, one of founders of 
the community centre’s drama group, 
it was too good an opportunity to miss.  
She said: “When he came to the centre 
to talk about using it for the cast and 
crew, I told the location manager about 
our drama group and said that if he 
needed any extras he should definitely 
consider us. 

“He seemed really interested but I 
wasn’t sure if anything would come of 
it. But then we got a phone call a little 
while later from someone who was 
responsible for recruiting extras and we 
arranged for five of us to take part in the 
filming, which was great.”

The five amateurs soon found themselves 
working alongside the professionals, 
taking on the role of allotment holders 
in the background to a number of 
scenes – and enjoying every minute!

Needless to say, the cast and crew 
were made very welcome at Chopwell 
Community Centre over the three days 

they were filming in the village and 
everyone enjoyed rubbing shoulders 
with people they’d only previously seen 
on TV.  Members of the drama group in 
particular enjoyed chatting to Brenda 
Blethyn, who plays Vera in the series, 
and her fellow cast members.

But nobody was ready for what 
happened next. “One of our members 
gave Brenda an advertising flyer for 
our latest play, which she showed an 
interest in and said she would try to 
come and see us,” said Barbara.

“We thought no more about it, but 
then I got a phone call from a lady in 
Newcastle asking for details of how to 
get there. She had a local accent so we 
thought she was just someone who 
had seen our flyer – but when Brenda 

Blethyn turned up with her co-star 
Kenny Doughty and two of the crew, 
we realised it was her all along and 
she’d been putting on her Vera accent!”

Brenda thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance and joined drama 
group members on stage at the final 
curtain before staying on to chat, sign 
autographs and take photos. Brenda 
even put a flattering comment on her 
Twitter page and said it had reminded 
her of her early years in the acting 
profession.

Chopwell Community Centre
What’s on - Chopwell Communtiy 
Centre, Derwent Street is at the 
heart of the village – it offers a wide 
range of facilities and activities 
including a toddler group, drama 
group, children’s movement and 
dance classes, tea dances and 
exercise classes and coffee shop.

What’s new - A new Youth 
Wing has been developed in the 
basement and will be open soon,  
providing a space for young people 
where they can get advice and 
support, take part in groups and 
activities and meet friends.

For information on events and 
activities at the centre, call  
01207 562 462 or email  
chopwellcc@btconnect.com

A chance encounter with a TV location manager led to a Gateshead amateur drama group finding 
itself in the middle of a primetime TV drama series – and a surprise visit from a famous actress.

The Chopwell Drama Group will be 
appearing in the second episode of 
the new series of ‘Vera’ which will be 
broadcast on ITV1 in April 2015.

Barbara Heslop with two members of the cast
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Shop at the Shipley
If you’re looking for a gift that’s a bit 
different this Christmas – the Shipley 
Art Gallery could have the perfect 
solution to your present buying 
dilemma. It is holding two events on 
Saturday 13 and 20 December, 11am-
1pm, where you can browse, shop and 
relax with a free hot drink and mince 
pie while indulging in a little retail 
therapy!

You can choose from new ranges of 
handmade jewellery, ceramics and 
textiles by local artists and designers 
and free craft activities for children will 
be provided to keep them entertained 
while you choose your Christmas gifts. 

For more details contact the gallery 
on 0191 477 1495.

Kung Hey Fat 
Choi!
Chinese New Year is celebrated 
on Thursday 19 February 2015, 
and you can join in the festivities 
that weekend (20 & 21 Feb) as we 
usher in the Year of the Sheep.  
Performances and activities for all 
the family will take place in and 
around Chinatown in Newcastle. 
If you are born in the Year of the 
Sheep you are kind hearted, polite, 
clever and romantic, though 
you can also be pessimistic and 
insecure. Famous ‘sheep’ include 
Mark Twain, Muhammad Ali, 
Nicole Kidman, Jamie Foxx, and 
Julia Roberts.

Full details of Chinese New Year 
events will be available shortly: 
www.newcastlegateshead.com/
chinesenewyear

An evening with 
Tess Gerritsen
If you love your crime drama – 
don’t miss out on a fascinating talk 
by best-selling US crime writer Tess 
Gerritsen.

The novelist is visiting Gateshead 
as part of her UK tour to promote 
her latest Rizzoli and Iles novel 
‘Die Again’.  The talk takes place 
at Central Library on Thursday 15 
January, at 7pm.

Tickets cost £4 (adults only) and 
you should book in advance by 
calling the library on  
0191 433 8420 or book online:   
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Get Active Gateshead
Over 1,500 people have taken part so far in ‘Get Active in Gateshead’ since the 
project’s launch in April this year.

With the aim of increasing physical activity for residents aged 14 and over, more 
than 1,000 activity sessions have taken place.  New activities are now available – the 
majority of them are free and you don’t need to book in advance, just turn up and 
give them a try.

For further information contact 0191 433 8112 or  
sportdevelopment@gateshead.gov.uk or visit  www.gatesheadsport.co.uk 
The project is funded by Gateshead Council, Sport England and Big Lottery Fund.

Tuesdays 
Multi-Sports Sessions – at St Chads 
Parish Church,  4.15-5.15pm (includes 
football, badminton, table tennis and 
much more) 14-17 yrs. 

Thursdays 
Badminton – at Felling Community 
Centre, NE10 ONF, 10.30-11.30am. All 
abilities, 18 yrs and over.

Fridays (term time only)

FISS CLUB – at Cedars School, NE9 6DQ, 
5- 6pm. Multi-sport club for young adults 
with disabilities with sessions including 
boccia, football and table tennis.  16 yrs 
and over, £2. 

Festive Fun Cycle Ride – Saturday 27 
Dec, 10am - burn off those festive mince 
pies with an easy 22 mile cycle ride to 
Wylam and back.  Meet at main reception, 
Gateshead International Stadium. Limited 
free bike hire available, 16 yrs and over.

Want to get fit?  
Sign up online for your GO 
membership – prices from £19 
per month.

www.gateshead.gov.uk/GO



Visit Saltwell Park this month and 
chances are you’ll see a lot more trees 
than normal.

This year Gateshead Council will be 
selling Christmas trees directly to 
you from the stable yard, with prices 
ranging from £28 for a 4ft tree right up 
to £280 for a 19ft giant!

The trees are premium Nordic Firs, the 
original non-drop tree with excellent 
needle retention. Its wide conical shape 
and soft dark green foliage makes it  
the most popular Christmas tree in  
the UK.

You can also pre-order your tree by 
calling into Gateshead Civic Centre 
main reception area every week day  
in December and if you live in 
Gateshead we will deliver it to  

you free of charge.  You can also  
buy wreaths, poinsettias, cyclamen  
and festive candles.
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Winter Festival: Gateshead Town Centre

Holiday fun
No sooner are the Christmas 
holidays over, it’s almost 
February half term!  

For full details of all the half term 
holiday activities, contact your local 
Gateshead Leisure Centre or visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
holidayactivities  

Plus check out the new Holiday 
Activity Club at Gateshead Central 
Library with crafts, reading and 
gardening activities, minecraft, 
technology sessions and much 
more. 

Phone the library to find out  
more 0191 433 8420.

We have the tree ‘fir’ you!

Gateshead Town Centre’s Winter Festival 
is in full swing with events and activities 
already underway, keeping shoppers 
entertained and providing festive fun 
right up to Christmas.

Our very first Town Centre Winter 
Festival, brought to you by Gateshead 
Council and Trinity Square is packed 
with music, Christmas characters, real 
reindeer (and Santa of course!) as well as 
a wide range of artists and performers – 
all on hand to entertain you.

So, come on down to Trinity Square in 
the town centre and enjoy the fun – 
we’ve set out some of the highlights 
below.

On Friday 12 December join in the 
singing with the Carol Singing Crackers 
(pictured), they will entertain the whole 
family with their ‘name that tune and 
we’ll sing it’ challenge!  There’s music 
from DJ Booth and Vince Vinyl, bringing 
their mobile disco show featuring the 
sounds (and wigs!) from the 60s, 70s 
and 80s. (Performances at 11am,  
12 noon and 1pm).

On Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 
December we have the beautiful 
Disney Princess sisters from frozen Anna 
and Elsa – all ready to have their photos 
taken with your little ones before their 
show stopping performance.

Victorian Time Travellers will also be 
spending some time in the town centre 
on Friday 19 December as Professor 
Weft and Ms Warp play carols in their 
incredible contraption, amazing 
shoppers with their magic, mind 
reading and festive facts. (Performances 
at 11am, 12 noon and 1pm).

Dishing up some Christmas dinner 
tips on Saturday 20 December are 
the Fairly Famous Family who present 
their show ‘A Liver Cottage Christmas’.  

Hugh Fern and Lee Whittingstall offer 
some culinary advice from their mobile 
kitchen, (performances at 11am,  
12 noon and 1pm).

And of course, we’ve got Santa and his 
reindeer coming – he’ll park up in Trinity 
Square on Saturday 20 and Sunday  
21 December between 11am-3pm.  

For more information contact the 
Council’s arts development team  
on 0191 433 8449 or  
www.trinitysquaregateshead.co.uk
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The birds and the beams    
When coal was king, Dunston Staiths was at the heart of the industry that made Tyneside rich. At its 
peak in the 1930s, the staiths loaded more than four million tons of coal a year on to collier boats.  

But time and nature took its course, 
and local wildlife reclaimed the 
Grade II wooden structure after 
years of disrepair, fires and general 
deterioration, with the surrounding 
mud flats offering low tide feeding 
areas for wading birds in autumn 
and winter and the staiths providing 
them with the perfect high tide 
accommodation to roost.

This careful balance between the 
needs of wildlife and the preservation 
of staiths has been the subject of a 
major project led by Tyne and Wear 
Building Preservation Trust, supported 
by Gateshead Council, Durham Wildlife 
Trust and English Heritage.  

Funded by a Heritage Lottery bid of 
over £400,000 and with money from 
English Heritage, this project will see 
timbers repaired or replaced.  Originally 
built from American pitch pine, 
sustainable ekki timber is being used 
during the restoration. Known as red 
ironwood, ekki timber is very hard and 
in its native Africa, sniffing the bark is a 
traditional treatment for headache!

The work will also see the creation of 
a circular route at the west end of the 
staiths that will be open to the public 
early next year - the first time people 
will have had access to the staiths since 
the Garden Festival 24 years ago.  This 
will be linked to the Keelman’s Way and 
Tanfield Railway path.  

Access will be limited however to the 
spring and summer to protect wildlife 
and the winter bird roost.   New areas 
of shingle will also be placed on top of 
parts of the staithes to attract breeding 
birds and to add wildlife interest in the 
summer.

As work continues on the staiths, 
another wildlife haven, the adjacent 
Saltmarsh Garden, is also being restored 
by its owners Taylor Wimpey prior to 
it being handed over to the Council 
sometime next year.  

Council Leader Mick Henry said: “This 
new chapter in the history of the staiths 
and surrounding area will not only 
see this historic structure preserved 
for future generations, but will meet 
the needs of wildlife and the natural 
environment.  

Maintaining a sensitive  
balance between the built 

environment and the needs of 
nature has been at the heart of 
this project and is something 
all the partners and everyone 

involved can be proud off.

It’s also hoped that the staiths can be 
the focus of future art and community 
projects building on the success of 
earlier arts project this year, led by 
Newcastle University Professor of 
Contemporary Sculpture Wolfgang 
Weileder to raise the profile of the 
structure.

For more information contact  
Peter Bell at Gateshead Council on 
0191 433 3526 or contact Tyne & 
Wear Preservation Trust on 0191 260 
2133 or visit www.twbpt.org.uk

Redshank (courtesy of Jim Pattinson)
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DECEMBER

Saturday 13 December
Christmas concert

Celebrate Christmas with The Salvation Army 
at St Marks Church Gateshead, compered by 
Jon Harle from BBC Newcastle. Starts at 7pm, 
tickets £5.  Contact 07967 888 525.

Saturday 13 & 20 December
Shop at the Shipley

Browse, shop and relax with a free hot drink 
and a mince pie in the beautiful surroundings 
of the Shipley Art Gallery. Buy handmade 
jewellery, ceramics and textiles by local artists 
and designers. Plus free craft activities for 
children while you shop. From 11am-1pm.  
0191 477 1495.

Tuesday 16 – Wednesday  
17 December
Celebrate Christmas at Bewicks at the 
Civic Centre, 12.15pm.  

Three course Christmas lunch including 
turkey and all the trimmings and Christmas 
pud. Tickets are £7.50 and need to be bought 
in advance from Bewicks main servery and 
coffee shop.

Wednesday 17 December
Light up a Life remembrance service

Remember someone special and support 
St Oswald’s Hospice. A Light up a Life 
remembrance service will take place at Metro 
Radio Arena, Newcastle, 6.30pm. 0191 285 
0063 www.stoswaldsuk.org

Thursday 18 December
Carol service 

Free carols service at Whickham Community 

Centre, 7pm with the Salvation Army – all 
welcome.

Until Friday 19 December
Christmas Tree sales

Get your forest fresh trees from Chopwell 
Wood, NE39 1LT - sales next to the main car 
park. The site is open from 8am-8pm every 
day including weekend of 20-21 December. 
Cash only. 01207 542 495.  See page 30 for 
more details. 

Saturday 20 December
Bonkers about Baubles!

Gateshead Central Library, 10.30-11.30am. 
Make your own Christmas tree bauble and 
decorate the tree in the library garden. 
Children of all ages, free, just turn up.

Saturday 20 - Tuesday 23 December
The Snow Bear

At St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 11am and 
1.30pm. A wintry tale with live music and 
magic, puppets and projections and a 
beautiful miniature theatre packed full of 
delights.  Suitable for family audiences, £7/£5.  
Box Office: 0191 433 4699 and 0191 433 6965 
or online at www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Tuesday 22 December
Carols and cupcakes

Free refreshments, carols, cupcakes and Santa 
from 7pm Salvation Army, Sunderland Road.

Wednesday 31 December
New Year’s Eve Winter Carnival

Meet in Newcastle city centre where our 
carnival parade will welcome you to sway, 
stomp and dance your way down to the 
Quayside. Down by the River Tyne is where 
the party really gets started. We’re celebrating 
all things rugby with music, performance and 

a dazzling firework display. From 5pm-music 
and carnival performance around Monument; 
5.30pm-the parade leaves Monument for 
Newcastle Quayside, 6pm- fireworks finale on 
Newcastle Quayside. 
www.NewcastleGateshead.com/winterfestival

JANUARY

First Tuesday of every month
Gateshead Ceilidh Club 

First Tuesday of every month at Gateshead Old 
Town Hall, 8-10.30pm. No need to know the 
dances before you come along. £5, live music 
from the Redheughers Ceilidh Band. 

Thursday 1 January
New Year in Vienna

Sage Gateshead, 3pm and 7pm. Bring in 
the New Year in style, as we waltz our way 
through some of the finest Viennese dance 
music, with host Classic FM’s John Suchet and 
the Royal Northern Sinfonia. 0191 443 4661  
www.sagegateshead.com

Starting Tuesday 6 January
Walking Paced Sports

Love sport, but find it too fast paced? Try out 
walking multi-sport sessions – no running, 
jogging or sprinting, just walking! Return to 
activities you’ve enjoyed in the past or try 
something new including badminton, table 
tennis, new age kurling and football.

Tuesdays
l 10-11am, Blaydon Youth & Community 

Centre, Shibdon Road, Blaydon, NE21 5QE

Wednesdays
l 10-11am, The Elgin Centre, Elgin Road,  

Carr Hill, NE9 5PA

Highlights

Festive Tea at the Towers
28 December 

Give Mum a day off with a festive 
afternoon tea at Saltwell Towers, with 
Prosecco, a selection of festive finger 
sandwiches, scones, mince pies, 
shortbread and more.   
12noon and 2pm.  
£15.50 per person.  
0191 433 3267 or email at  
civiccatering@gateshead.gov.uk

New Year’s Eve Winter Carnival
31 December 

Celebrate the arrival of 2015 with the 
Winter Carnival in Newcastle with music 
and performances around Monument from 
around 5pm, and fireworks finale at around 
6pm on Newcastle Quayside. 

Part of NewcastleGateshead Winter Festival.  
www.newcastlegateshead.com/winterfestival

The Snow Bear
20-23 December

A mesmerizing tale of a polar bear and 
his adventures told through storytelling, 
puppets and music.  Join us in our snowy 
landscape and bring your own bear.  

At St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 11am and 
1.30pm each day.  Tickets £7/£5.

 See our advert on page 35.
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For full listings or to book tickets  at 
Sage Gateshead call 0191 443 4661 or 

visit www.sagegateshead.com

For latest exhibitions and events at  
Baltic visit www.balticmill.com

This is just a taste of events across 
Gateshead.  For more see  
www.gateshead.gov.uk

If you want to advertise an event for free please add your listing to the community website www.OurGateshead.org

l 1-2pm, Barmoor Hub, Main Road, Ryton,  
NE40 3AR

£1.50 per session -  No need to book, just turn 
up.  For further information contact the sport, 
physical activity & health development team 
on 0191 433 8112.

Tuesday 6, 13 & 20 January 
iPad or tablet for beginners 

If you got an ipad or tablet for Christmas, try 
out our beginner sessions – from 10am-
12noon at Central Library. All ages, £5,  
please book in advance  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Wednesday 7 – Sunday 11 January
Robin Hood and the Babes in the Wood

Caprian Theatre Company’s present a 
pantomime by Jeff Waites. At Dryden Centre, 
Gateshead, Wed, Thurs, Fri at 7.15pm, Sat 2pm 
and 6pm, Sun 2pm. Tickets £8.50-£9.50,  
to book phone 07941 705 024 or email 
tickets@capriantheatrecompany.co.uk   
www.capriantheatrecompany.co.uk

Tuesday 13 January
The First Shot 

Talk by Mike Scott about the first shot fired 
in the World War One. 7pm, £3. St Mary’s 
Heritage Centre. Tickets call 0191 433 6965 or 
book online www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Sunday 18  January 2015
An evening with Justin Townes Earle

Jumping Hot Club presents  an evening with a 
forefather of retro Americana music, with five 
critically-acclaimed albums. Caedmon Hall, 
Gateshead Central Library. Tickets £16.  
To book phone 0191 433 8449/8420

Thursday 29 January
Ancestry online – 6-week course

Central Library, 10-11.30am.  All ages, basic 
computer skills needed. £12, please book in 
advance. www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Friday 30 January
Concert Royal: Under the Greenwood 
Tree

Playing period instruments and performing 
in historically-informed style, Concert Royal 
recreate the elegant sound worlds of the 
baroque and classical eras. The programme 
includes Thomas Arne’s Shakesperian song 

settings and a chamber version of Handel’s 
‘Musik for the Royal Fireworks’. St. Mary’s 
Heritage Centre, Tickets are £7.00/£5.00  
by phoning 0191 433 4699.

Saturday 31 January
Piano Concertos with Tyneside Chamber 
Orchestra

Caedmon Hall, Central Library, 7.30pm.  
Mozart piano concertos performed by 
young pianists aged 11-17, £7/£6, free for 
accompanied children under 16.

FEBRUARY

Saturday 7 February
Royal Northern Sinfonia: Queen 
Symphony

At Sage Gateshead, 7.30pm .  The music of 
rock legends Queen, reimagined for orchestra 
by Classical Brit winner Tolga Kashif.  
0191 443 4661  www.sagegateshead.com

Saturday 7 February
The New Century Ragtime Orchestra

Using original period arrangements, the New 
Century Ragtime Orchestra authentically 
recreates the music of a bygone age. 
Caedmon Hall, Central Library, tickets £15 
available in advance or pay on the door (cash 
or cheques only). More info: 0191 433 6965

Tuesday 10 February 
Researching Irish family history 

Malcolm Smith sets the scene. 7pm, £3.   
St Mary’s Heritage Centre. Tickets call  
0191 433 6965 or book online  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Thursday 12 February
Best of New British crime fiction

7pm at Gateshead Central Library.  
Meet leading crime writers Mari Hannah, 
David Mark and Sarah Hilary.  
Adults only, £3, please book in advance.  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Wednesday 18 February
Nostalgia and comics 

If you remember ‘Bunty’ and ‘Jackie’, you’ll 
enjoy this talk by Dr Mel Gibson from 
Northumbria University. Low Fell Community 
Library, 2-4pm, £1.

Until Saturday 21 February
Gateshead Art Society

Selling exhibition by members of the 
Gateshead Art Society at Shipley Art Gallery, 
Prince Consort Road, NE8 4JB. 0191 477 1495.

Until Sunday 22 February
Jesse Wine

BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art. 
Installation of new ceramic works by Chester 
born artists Jesse Wine.  

Thursday 26 February
The world of Jane Austin: Regency talk 
and costume display

St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 7-9pm. A lively talk 
by Julia Soares McCormick about the design 
of regency gowns complete with costumes 
and a personal appearance of a Regency 
gentleman! £5, please book in advance.  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

MARCH

Tuesday 10 March
The story of St Mary’s

History of the oldest building on the Quayside 
with Anthea Lang. 7pm, £3. St Mary’s Heritage 
Centre. Tickets call 0191 433 6965 or book 
online www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Saturday 14 March
Irish Day at St Mary’s 

Music, dance, history and authentic Irish food 
on offer throughout this free day of activities. 
10.30am-3.30pm. St Mary’s Heritage Centre.  
0191 433 4699.

Tying the  
knot in 2015?
Contact the Register Office for  
details of licensed marriage 
venues in Gateshead

0191 433 3000  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
registrars



Thinking about adoption, but not sure where to start...

Start your journey with 
Gateshead Council

www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption or call 0191 433 6388  

Thursday 5 February 5.30-7pmLamesley RoomGateshead Civic Centre

Information  Evening

Volunteer for Gateshead
Make 2015 your year to become a volunteer
Join the thousands who already do!  To find out more contact 

0191 433 3255
katemarshall@gateshead.gov.uk
www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering
www.do-it.org.uk



Inner box

Main part 
of bin

Making it simple for you to recycle at home

Your 
blue bin

Inner Box
Use for newspapers, 
magazines, paper, 
white envelopes, 
brochures, catalogues, 
telephone directories

Main bin
Use for cans, bo�les, 
jars, cardboard, plastic
bo�les, yoghurt pots, 
aerosols, juice cartons 
and more.

If you visit one of our  Household Waste Recycling Centres, you will also be able to recycle:

Ba�eries  •  Motor Oil  •  Furniture  •  Building Rubble  •  Clothing  •  Metal Items  •  Light Bulbs
Ma�resses  •  Videos and CDs  •  Large Electricals  •  Printer Cartridges  •  Carpets  •  Books

Check our website for more details: www.gateshead.gov.uk/recycling

www.gateshead.gov.uk   0191 433 7000

Recycle me! Once the festivities are over, there’s lots you can  
recycle in your blue bin or at your local bring recycling site.



Gateshead Civic Centre 
Wed 24 - Fri 26 Dec CLOSED 
Mon 29 - Tues 30 Dec OPEN 
Wed 31 Dec - Thurs 1 Jan CLOSED 
Fri 2 Jan onwards OPEN

Council Leisure Centres  
Wed 24 - Fri 26 Dec CLOSED 
Sat 27 Dec - Tues 30 Dec OPEN 
Wed 31 Dec - Thurs 1 Jan CLOSED 
Friday 2 Jan onwards OPEN

Open for business
Details are given below for the opening hours for Council buildings including our 
leisure centres, libraries and the Civic Centre. Normal opening times apply.  

Gateshead Libraries 
Mon 22 - Tues 23 Dec OPEN 
Wed 24 December OPEN until 12noon 
Thurs 25 - Fri 26 Dec CLOSED 
Sat 27 - Tue 30 Dec OPEN 
Mon 29 - Tues 30 Dec OPEN 
Wed 31 Dec OPEN until 12noon 
Thurs 1 Jan CLOSED 
Fri 2 Jan onwards OPEN

NOTE: Opening hours for volunteer run libraries may 
vary, please check website for details.

St Mary’s Heritage Centre 
Mon 22 - Tues 23 Dec OPEN 
Wed 24 Dec OPEN until 1pm 
Thurs 25 Dec - Fri 26 Dec  CLOSED 
Sat 27 & Mon 29 Dec OPEN 
Tues 30 Dec - Thurs 1 Jan CLOSED  
Fri 2 Jan onwards OPEN

Gateshead Indoor Bowling Centre 
Wed 24 Dec – Sun 4 Jan CLOSED 
Mon 5 Jan onwards OPEN 

Gateshead International Stadium 
Wed 24 - Fri 26 Dec CLOSED 
Sat 27 Dec - Sun 28 Dec 7am-7pm 
Mon 29 - Tues 30 Dec 7am-10pm 
Wed 31 Dec - Thurs 1 Jan CLOSED 
Friday 2 Jan onwards OPEN

Note: Open for Gateshead FC football  
game on Fri 26 Dec, 3-5pm and antiques 
fair on Thurs 1 Jan, 10am-4pm.

Whickham Thorns Outdoor  
Activity Centre 
Wed 24 Dec - Thurs 1 Jan CLOSED 
Fri 2 Jan onwards OPEN

For more information on 
Christmas and New Year 
opening times for other 

Council buildings please call:   
0191 433 3000 or visit  

www.gateshead.gov.uk 

Times correct at time of print.


