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Council  
Budget 
Pages 8-9Welcome to our 

Spring issue of 
Council News. 
And there’s a lot 
to tell you about, 
including details 
of our Budget 
for the coming 
year.  In a special 
feature, we set out 
the challenges 
we’re facing 
and the difficult 
decisions we’ve had to make.  I ‘d also 
like to thank all of you who responded 
to our budget consultation – we really 
valued your views and opinions on our 
proposals. 

We update you on our new way of 
keeping you informed, ‘Gateshead now’, 
which gives you news and information 
about council services, events and 
other issues direct to your computer, 
smartphone or tablet.

Our latest learningSkills directory in 
the centre of Council News is packed 
with hundreds of courses and training 
opportunities that will satisfy your 
creative needs as well as help you get 
the skills and training you need for your 
future.

There’s information about up and 
coming elections in May - both 
the Council and Police and Crime 
Commissioner, as well as the EU 
referendum in June. We tell you about 
all the options open to you to make it 
easier for you to vote.

All this plus Local History Month, 90 
years of Gateshead Central Library, 
how to get more ‘sugar smart’, and the 
different ways you can save energy 
and money heating your home.  We 
also look forward to the Gateshead 
International Jazz Festival at Sage 
Gateshead, offering you the chance to 
win tickets in our competition.

And finally, happy birthday to our Angel 
of the North – 18 years old this year!

Welcome 
from Leader of the Council, 
Councillor Mick Henry

Wedding 
showcase at  
St Mary’s
Page 10

Leader of the Council,
Councillor Mick Henry
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Click it, read it
Gateshead Council’s online annual performance for 2014-15 is now available 
online. The report sets out the highlights of our Council year over this 12-month 
period. With a foreword by Council Leader Mick Henry, it also includes a 
summary of how we spend our budget during the year.

To read the full report visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/annualreport   
If you don’t have access to a computer we can send you a paper copy  
in the post. Please phone Jane Bench on 0191 433 2058 or email 
janebench@gateshead.gov.uk

NEWS

News in brief
Medal for Katie

Katie Cutler, who raised money 
for disabled resident Alan Barnes 
who was attacked outside his 
home in Gateshead, received her 
British Empire Medal from the Lord 
Lieutenant in January, at an event 
hosted by The Mayor of Gateshead.

Anti-scam workshop  
A Fraud and Scams Awareness 
workshop was held recently at 
Gateshead Civic Centre to give local 
people the knowledge they need to 
identify and resist being scammed by 
criminals.  It was run by Gateshead 
Council, Northumbria Police and 
Barclay’s Bank.

Shortlisted  
Gateshead Council has been 
shortlisted by the Local Government 
Chronicle for the ‘Council of the 
last 20 Years’ Award as part of its 
20th anniversary LGC Awards 2016.  
We face tough opposition from 
five other councils - Westminster, 
Hackney, Blackburn with Darwen, 
Hertfordshire and East Riding of 
Yorkshire. The award ceremony takes 
place on March 16. To find out if we 
were successful go to  
www.awards.lgcplus.com

Top three for diversity  
Gateshead Council’s learningSkills 
service has been ranked as number 
three in the Top 100 Index by the 
National Centre for Diversity.  The 
Index lists the best organisations 
in the UK in relation to their work 
around equality, diversity and 
inclusion in the workplace.   
www.gateshead.gov.uk/learningskills

QE Gateshead inspection  
Services provided by QE Gateshead 
have been rated as ‘good’ with 
outstanding care by the national 
healthcare regulator – the Care 
Quality Commission. This places the 
QE amongst the best hospitals in the 
country.  Visit www.qegateshead.nhs.
uk for more information. Dog owners - Clean up after your dog using a poop scoop 

or bag. To report dog fouling issues 0191 433 7000.

Do you have a right to rent?
In an effort to clamp down on 
people staying in the UK illegally, the 
Government has introduced new 
legislation for private landlords that 
puts the onus on them to prove that 
their tenants have the right to be in the 
UK.

Landlords who rent out a private 
property in England, including those 
subletting or taking in lodgers, must 
now complete a right to rent check 
for all new tenants. Landlords must 
now obtain an original document that 
shows the tenant has the right to live in 
the UK, check the document and keep 
a copy. 

The checks will apply to all new tenants 
who live in the property as their main 
or only home and applies to all tenants, 
not just foreign nationals. 

Landlords who don’t make the correct 
checks could face a civil penalty of 
£3,000 per tenant. 

If you are a Gateshead Landlord 
and would like more information 
about this issue please go to the 
government website:  
www.gov.uk/righttorentchecks

Gateshead Awards
If you know an individual or 
organisation that makes a real 
difference to where you live – why not 
nominate them for a Gateshead Award? 
There are a number of categories to 
choose from and nomination deadline 
is Wednesday 30 November.

This year’s categories are:

•  Lifetime Achievement

•  Volunteer of the Year

•  Young Achiever of the Year

•  Voluntary or Charitable Organisation 
of the Year

•  Carer of the Year

•  Young Carer of 
the Year

•  Sports Achiever of the Year

•  Sports Club of the Year

•  Sports Coach of the Year

•  Maureen Chaplin Young Sports 
Achiever

Visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
gatesheadawards to nominate 
online, phone the Mayor’s secretary 
on 0191 433 2011 or email: 
mayorsoffice@gateshead.gov.uk
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Look who’s 18
It’s hard to believe, but the Angel 
of the North has reached the ripe 
old age of 18.  The much lauded 
piece of public art by Sir Antony 
Gormley is one of the UK’s most 
recognised pieces of artwork and 
is one of the most iconic images of 
Gateshead and the North East. 

Appearing in adverts, on television, 
and more, the Angel has spread its 
wings far and wide during the past 
18 years putting Gateshead on the 
map not only here, but across the 
world.  Happy Birthday Angel of 
the North! 

NEWS

Gold award for support for the armed forces

Gateshead Council was awarded a Gold 
award by the Ministry of Defence in its 
2015 Armed Forces Covenant Employer 
Recognition Scheme – the only council 
in the UK to do so.

Deputy Leader Councillor Martin 
Gannon and armed forces outreach 
worker Mick Downworth received the 
award from Defence Secretary Michael 
Fallon at a reception at Downing Street.

Launched in 2014 by the Prime 
Minister, the scheme aims to recognise 
employers who actively support ex-
armed forces personnel and encourage 
other organisations to follow their lead.

As an employer, we offer reservists up 
to two weeks additional paid holiday 
for training and employ many ex-
service personnel. Since October 2012 
we have employed our own dedicated 
armed forces outreach worker and took 
the lead in the launch of the Tyneside 
Armed Forces Outreach Service in 2014. 

For more information contact  
Angela Frisby on 0191 433 2138,  
angelafrisby@gateshead.gov.uk  
To contact the armed forces outreach 
worker Mick Downworth call 0191 
433 2612, or email mickdownworth@
gateshead.gov.uk

Gateshead now
Gateshead Council has launched its 
new digital email update service called 
Gateshead now.  

Sent out in January to over 30,000 
people, at a cost of only £28, it has 
already proved to be a great success.  
Featuring information on key online 
services, you can click on any that 
interest you and are instantly connected 
to online booking or reporting forms, 
specific information or other websites – 
saving you time, us money, and giving 
you the information you need to take 
up a service or find out more.

Within hours of our first Gateshead now 
being sent out, we saw:

• a 175% increase in the number of 
people joining the Viewpoint online 
consultation panel – which now 
stands at over 900;  

• over 350 people sign up and paying 
for our garden waste collection 
service, bringing in valuable income; 
and 

• nearly 500 people checking out our 
volunteering page to find out more 
about volunteering opportunities.

Cost effective

Council Leader, Mick Henry said: 
“Gateshead now has proved to be a 
fantastic new way of telling people 
about the online services we can 
provide and I’am delighted at the 
response so far.  It’s straightforward, 
simple to understand and is an 
incredibly cost effective way to find out 
what we as a council can offer you.  
I would urge as many of you as possible 
to subscribe - it’s free and you can 
unsubscribe at any time.”

To receive Gateshead now emails 
please sign up at  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/now

For further information please 
contact our web and digital manager 
Roger Abbott on 0191 433 2188, 
rogerabott@gateshead.gov.uk

You can check your  
wheelie bin collection  
date by going to  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
binchecker or call 0191 433 7000.

Defence Secretary Michael Fallon with Mick Downworth and Councillor Gannon
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NEWS

Gateshead’s Central Library is 
celebrating its 90th birthday this year.

When it opened on 31 March, 1926, it 
was considered revolutionary, being 
the first public library in Gateshead 
that allowed people to openly browse 
the shelves and select books for 
themselves.

The library had originally been 
proposed 10 years earlier after the 
Carnegie Trust offered a grant of 
£15,000 to replace the over-crowded 
Gateshead Library in Swinburne Street. 
However, it wasn’t all plain sailing.

By 1918, the architect who had 
designed the nearby Shipley Art Gallery 

had been appointed to design a new 
matching library. However, his ideas 
proved much too expensive. It took a 
further seven years for the borough 
council to find additional funding – by 
which time the architect had died! As 

a result a smaller and more affordable 
version of the original was built.

Extended in 1976 and again in 2008, 
the library still retains many of its 
original features 

Celebrate

The Friends of Gateshead Central 
Library will celebrate the library’s 
birthday with coffee and birthday cake 
on Thursday 31 March from 10.30am-
12noon.  The library will also be hosting 
a photographic exhibition showing 
how the library has changed.

For library information and events 
call 0191 433 8420 or visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Birthday celebrations for Central Library

High West Street 
Closures on High West Street are expected to be in place until late May 2016, 
to allow construction of the new District Energy Scheme and a cycleway 
improvement scheme. Bus stops on Jackson Street have also been suspended 
as this work is undertaken.

Diversions have been in place since work began in January and we thank 
drivers and the public for their patience as this work is being done. 

For more information on Gateshead District Energy Scheme:  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/energy

Thank you to everyone who has sent in 
their nominations to add a host of new 
names to the ‘who’s who?’ list of Local 
Heroes that proudly adorn the iconic 
NewcastleGateshead quaysides. 

The Hollywood-esque trail was opened 
in 2014 by Lady Elsie Robson, wife of 
the late Sir Bobby Robson.  It currently 
features 25 celebrated names from the 
worlds of academia, entertainment, 
business, sport, science and the arts.  
They include Ant and Dec, Alan Shearer, 
Brendan Foster (pictured), Dame 
Margaret Barbour, Professor Peter Higgs 
and Sir Bobby Robson.  

Nominations are now closed and we’ll 
bring you details in our next issue of 
Council News of the four new heroes to 
be immortalised in bronze.

NewcastleGateshead Local Heroes 
is delivered and managed jointly by 
Gateshead Council and Newcastle 
City Council in partnership with 

destination marketing organisation, 
NewcastleGateshead Initiative. 

For more information visit:  
www.NewcastleGateshead.com/
LocalHeroes 

Subscribe for FREE today and receive 
news updates to your computer, 
phone and tablet.

www.gateshead.gov.uk/
gatesheadnow

Local heroes

Talking transport
The North East Combined 
Authority (NECA) has published 
a draft Transport Manifesto for 
consultation. This aims to set out 
the main principles for the future 
development of transport over the 
next 20 years throughout the NECA 
area. This includes Gateshead, the 
rest of Tyne and Wear, Durham and 
Northumberland. 

The consultation will be followed 
by development of a more detailed 
transport plan for the area, 
based on the final version of the 
Manifesto.  The closing date for 
responses to the draft Manifesto is 
Friday 8 April 2016.

The consultation is available at: 
www.northeastca.gov.uk/local-
transport-plan  
Paper copies are also available 
by calling 0191 277 1156. 

Official opening event 90 years ago



Postal votes
If you would like to vote by post 
rather than go to a polling station, 
contact electoral services for an 
application form.  The deadline to 
apply for a postal vote is 5pm on 
Tuesday 19 April.

Registering to vote is the only way 
that you can have your say on 
some really important issues.  It’s 
also essential if you’re applying for 
a mortgage or trying to get credit.

For more information contact 
the electoral services team on: 
0191 433 7001, email 
electoralregistration@
gateshead.gov.uk or visit   
www.gateshead.gov.uk/voting

It’s going to be a busy year for the 
Council’s ballot boxes in 2016.

On 5 May this year, there will be 
elections in all 22 wards so you can 
elect people to represent you on 
Gateshead Council.   At the same time, 
you will be asked to vote for a new 
Police and Crime Commissioner as the 

current office holder Vera Baird’s four-
year term of office comes to a close.   
And on 23 June, the Government’s EU 
Referendum vote will also take place.

Poll cards, giving details of your polling 
station, will be delivered between 
Friday 25 March and Sunday 03 April.  
Please let us know if any of your details 
are incorrect.  If you don’t receive a poll 
card by Monday 4 April, it’s likely that 
you are not registered.  And if you’re not 
registered, you won’t be able to vote in 
any of the three ballots.  

You can register online at  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/voting - the 
deadline for this is Monday 18 April.

Major work to replace ageing 
generators at Gateshead Civic Centre, 
will mean disruption to IT systems 
and phones across council services 
on Friday15, Saturday 16 and Sunday, 
17 April.

From 4pm on Friday 15  April,  all 
IT systems in the Civic Centre and 
council buildings such as leisure 
centres, libraries, schools, St Mary’s 
Heritage Centre and other council 
premises will be affected, with no 
wifi, internet or email access.

So during this period you won’t be 
able to log onto our council website, 
make electronic payments, book 
classes or sports facilities online, 
renew library books online, or use 
public computers at libraries. All 
council phone numbers that begin 
with 433 will also be unavailable.

However, emergency and major 
incident systems will remain in place 
over this weekend. Gateshead Care 
Call, the emergency response service 
to vulnerable and elderly residents 
will continue as usual. 

The work is being done to replace 
generators which are now nearly 30 
years old and coming to the end of 
their service life. 

Peter Udall, the Council’s design 
and technical services director said: 
“This work is essential to ensure the 
continued smooth running of our 
IT systems and business function 
in order to provide services to the 
public. The generators have served us 
well for nearly 30 years, but the time 
has come to replace them before 
they break down.  We’re unable to 
do that without powering down 
the system.  In doing this over a 
weekend we hope it will cause less 
inconvenience.”

The IT and phone system will be 
back up on the Sunday evening and 
Gateshead Civic Centre will be open 
as normal on Monday 18 April.

Anyone who needs to report an 
emergency to the council over 
that weekend should call 0191 
478 7666 or 0191 477 0844 (out 
of hours). Information will also be 
available via our facebook page.
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NEWS

Your vote counts 

Disruption to online and 
phone services

Urgent warning 
from Northumbria 
Police 
Do not pass bank details over the 
phone or transfer funds to people 
claiming to be the police.

Local people are being targeted 
by callers claiming to be from the 
police asking for their bank details 
or for them to withdraw/transfer 
money from their account.

The police WILL NEVER ask you to 
do this.

If you get a call from someone 
claiming to be a police officer 
asking you to do something like 
this then DO NOT give out any 
personal information and hang up 
immediately.

Once hung up the first thing you 
should do is dial the number of a 
trusted person, a friend or family 
member, and make sure your line 
is clear - fraudsters have been 
known to stay on the line and trick 
people into thinking they have 
made another call. 

Once you are confident your line is 
clear, report any suspicious phone 
calls to the police on 101.
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We continue to face a huge financial 
challenge. Year after year of massive 
and rapid reductions in our funding 
means that it’s getting harder and 
harder to set a balanced budget, but by 
law that is what we have to do.

Over the last five years we’ve seen our 
funding from central Government go 
down by 45%, which has meant we’ve 
had to find savings of £110 million. 
The latest reductions in Government 
funding has left us with a further 
funding gap, of around £50 million over 
the next two years, with an estimated 
£77 million being needed by 2020. 

When setting the Budget, we’ve 
listened carefully to local people’s 
concerns and we understand how 
they’re feeling the effects of these 
massive cuts in local government 
funding. Our financial challenge 
continues to remain huge. However, 
we’ve been able to address some of the 
concerns raised, especially in relation 
to some of the most vulnerable in our 
community, by providing funds from 
our reserves, to give us time to achieve 
the best possible outcomes we can.

Continued funding cuts at such speed 
and magnitude have left us with little 
choice but to change. We’re a much 
smaller organisation now and are less 
able to provide services in the way 
we’ve done in the past. 

Changing the way we work however, 
can’t happen overnight. We need 

more time to work with service users, 
communities, employees, partners 
and other organisations, to review and 
explore new ways of providing services 
to local people.  We’re going to use 
just over £4 million in general reserves 
to support this process. However, it’s 
important for everyone to realise that 
once this money is gone, it’s gone, and 
we may not be able to offer this type of 
support in the future.

Despite significantly reduced resources, 
we still have an ambitious vision for 
Gateshead. Economic growth and 
prosperity are vital to improving 
the lives of Gateshead residents. 

To achieve that, we’ll continue to 
work hard alongside our partners, 
local organisations, businesses and, 
increasingly, our communities.

COUNCIL BUDGET

Budget update
By Leader of Gateshead Council, Councillor Mick Henry

The speed, size, lack of 
transparency and savagery 
around the cuts imposed 

upon us, makes it all the more 
remarkable what’s been 

achieved so far in Gateshead 
and, by working together, we’ll 
find solutions to the financial 

challenge we face.

Baltimore House in Baltic Business Quarter, home to some of the UK’s leading, cutting 
edge, digital technology businesses working in virtual and augmented reality

 
Our Budget includes a 1.9% increase in general council tax along with the Government’s 
2% precept to help support continuing rising costs in adult social care.  For the majority 
of residents (90%), the increase amounts to no more than £1.00 a week (this does  
not include additional increases proposed for fire services, police and parish  
councils).  

The increase in council tax has been a hard decision to make as we’re all too  
aware of the tough times faced by many residents. However, this increase,  
along with some increases in other paid-for services, will help us manage  
the ever increasing demand that we have for services for older people  
and help maintain some of those services valued by our residents.

Council tax to rise
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Fees and charges
Each year, we review the fees 
and charges made for some 
services, such as car parking and 
bulky waste collection. Around 
£14.5 million is raised through 
discretionary fees and charges to 
help cover the cost of delivering 
those services. 

At the end of February, the Council 
agreed increases that will be 
introduced from the beginning of 
April this year. Increases will vary, 
but residents will pay more for:

• Car parking at the Civic Centre, 
South Shore Road and Mill 
Road, Charles Street and Church 
Street; all other off street parking 
charges remain unchanged

• Charges for replacement and 
new property refuse and 
recycling bins

• Allotment rents

• Garden waste collections

• Burial and cremations

• Room hire in council buildings

COUNCIL BUDGET

Listening to residents
We’ve listened carefully to the views 
of residents, employees and other 
stakeholders. Many of you gave your 
views in our consultation and we’ve 
been able to address some of the 
concerns raised, especially in relation 
to some of the most vulnerable in our 
community, by providing funds from 
our reserves. 

Grove House, the respite facility for 
disabled children and young people, 
and Marquisway and Blaydon Lodge, 
two support facilities for disabled 
adults, will not close this year. We’re also 
using our reserves to allow extra time to 
recommission services and implement 
new ways to deliver Adult Social Care 
and Children’s services. This will give us 
time to look at alternative options and 
new ways of working to achieve the 
best possible outcomes we can.

• £18.79 million budget savings identified

• Some fees and charges will increase, some above inflation

• 336 posts will be removed from the Council’s current structure,  
on top of 2,100 posts lost since 2010

• The Council will use more technology to improve efficiency 

• Council tax will increase by 3.99%, 75p a week for Band A households,  
the rise will go towards paying for valued services

• The environment budget was not reduced, but we need to look at new ways 
to keep Gateshead clean and green in the future

• Over £4 million of reserves will be used to allow time to develop some of the 
proposals

• Exploring trading opportunities and looking at ways to encourage economic 
growth 

• Services will be provided in new and more efficient ways

Budget 2016/17 – at a glance

What next? 
 
We plan our budgets on a two year rolling cycle. We’re already looking for more savings to help meet the 
estimated £25 million funding gap by 2018. We will keep you updated of any service changes in future issues  
of Council News.

For more information about Gateshead Council’s Budget, please go to our website  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/budget 
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It’s one of Gateshead’s best kept 
wedding secrets - but now St Mary’s 
Heritage Centre will be throwing open 
its doors to show exactly why more and 
more people are choosing the venue 
for their wedding reception.

The centre is hosting an exclusive 
Wedding Showcase in April to give 
future newly-weds the chance to 
see what the Grade 1-listed former 
church looks like when it is set up for a 
wedding reception. 

Transformed

Centre staff will be on hand to answer 
questions, advise on table and seating 
options and describe how the building 
can be transformed into the perfect 
venue for that special day. 

The Council’s floristry team will 
showcase its beautiful range of floral 
arrangements and a selection of other 
wedding suppliers will provide advice 
on a range of options including venue 
styling and catering. 

Its location high above the River Tyne 
between the Tyne Bridge and Sage 
Gateshead means access is easy, and its 

beautiful grounds, impressive interior 
and spectacular views of the River 
Tyne makes it a unique and beautiful 
backdrop for any celebration. 

The Wedding Showcase is on Saturday 
April 23 from 10am to 3pm and 
admission is free.

For further details call 0191 433 4699 
or email heritage@gateshead.gov.uk

AT YOUR SERVICE

The Consumer Rights Act 2015 has 
brought in the biggest shake up in 
consumer law for decades.  It aims to 
simplify and modernise the rules on 
consumer rights.  It came into force 
on 1 October 2015 and pretty much 
replaced all the previous legislation.  
There’s a huge amount of detail but 
some of the major changes include:

• 30 day right to a refund.  There is 
now a specific time period during 
which you can reject a faulty item.  
So you should act quickly if you 
want a refund.

• Even after 30 days, after one failed 
repair, you may be entitled to a 
refund - especially if you’ve bought 
goods in the last six months.

• A trader can’t deduct an amount 
from your refund, to take into 
account the use of the item, as 
long as you’ve had it less than six 
months.  This only relates to motor 
vehicles.

• Previously the law was very vague 
regarding ‘digital content’ (like 
downloading a game) but the rules 
re satisfactory quality etc., now 
extend to such things.

• The trader is now bound to make 
sure that goods comply with public 
statements made about them in 
advertising or by a manufacturer, 
even if they do not repeat such 
information themselves.   

• If you buy a product (like a sofa) 
after seeing it in store, then the 
goods supplied must match the 
item.

You may well find some companies 
are not aware of these changes 
to the law and don’t offer you the 
appropriate remedies, when you 
buy faulted goods or unsatisfactory 
services.  Don’t be pressured in 
to accepting a repair when you’re 
entitled to a refund.

For more advice contact our fair 
trading team on 0191 433 3987.

Wedding Showcase

Cut your fuel bill
Did you know you could get help to cut 
your gas and electric bills by an average 
of £200?

How? By simply popping into 
Gateshead Citizens Advice Centre.

Last year around 200 local residents 
took advantage of the centre’s Energy 
Best Deal sessions, saving an average 
of £200, with one person saving over 
£1,000.  Advice offered includes how to 
compare energy prices and negotiate 
with energy providers and how to cut 
down on energy use.

You can just call in for advice or, if you 
are an organisation who would like to 

host an Energy Deal group session in 
your local area – this can be arranged 
with you.

Energy Best Deal is a project run by 
Citizens Advice and Ofgem and funded 
by energy companies. 

To find more call Gateshead Citizens 
Advice on 0344 245 1288 or call in 
– the centre is open Monday-Friday, 
9am-5pm. Community groups or 
local organisations interested in 
hosting an Energy Best Deal group 
session should email Helen Card 
helenc@gatesheadcab.org.uk

Thinking of adopting
A great place to start is to come along to one of our adoption information 
events.  We’re holding one on Thursday 7 April and Thursday 9 June, 5.30-
7.30pm at Gateshead Civic Centre.  If you’d like to come along, please just turn 
up and a member of staff at the main reception desk will direct you to the event

For more information about this or adoption in general please call  
0191 433 6388 or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption
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Garden collections begin
If you’ve arranged to have your garden 
waste collected by the Council, you are 
not alone.  

Around 24,000 households have 
already opted in to our £27-per-year 
kerbside collection service, with more 
expected to sign up throughout the 
spring.

Bin collection dates will be sent out by 
the end of March to all householders 
that signed up before the February 
deadline, ahead of the first round of 
garden waste collections in April.

They will also receive special bin stickers 
to attach to their garden waste bin. This 
will ensure that collection crews can 
identify which homes have paid to have 
their waste collected.

Cross-checked

Each bin will also be cross-checked on 
the collection vehicle’s in-cab computer 
system to confirm that only those who 
have paid for the service will receive it.

We took the decision to introduce 
an annual charge for garden waste 
collections to help cover some of the 
cost of providing what is a useful, but 

non-essential service, which only two-
thirds of all residents received. 

Around a third of all UK local authorities, 
including several in our region, charge 
up to £69 per season for the collection 
of garden waste.

For more information go to 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
gardenwaste or call 0191433 7000

Free courses for parents
Being a parent isn’t easy – so it’s good to 
know that advice and help is available 
when you need it.

The Council’s Family Intervention Team 
work with families in need of extra 
help and support with relationships, 
budgeting, home conditions, parenting 
and managing children’s behaviour. 

In the last 12 months, the team has 
helped almost 1,000 children and their 
families across Gateshead.  

Most of these have been referred to 
the team because of individual family 
circumstances and needs. But a number 
of free courses are also available for all 
parents who need a helping hand with 
their parenting skills and guidance on 
how to build effective relationships 
with their child(ren).

Positive

The feedback from the courses has 
been very positive.

One local parent from Pelaw who 
took part recently said: “The teachers 
have been amazing.  Everyone at the 
(parenting) group has helped me so 
much. I have learned more in these 
sessions than anything I have tried in 
the past – very informative.”

To find out more about these 
free courses contact the team 
on 0191 433 3426 or email 
familyinterventionteam@gateshead.
gov.uk

Dr Bike
If your bike needs a little TLC, 
bring it along to Bill Quay 
Community Farm. Hainingwood 
Terrace, NE10 0UE. 

Every Wednesday, 2-4pm you can 
get your bike checked and simple 
repairs made.  These free sessions 
are delivered by Recycke Y’Bike.  

For more information visit  
www.sustransNE.eventbrite.
co.uk

Support for  
working carers 
Free support is now available 
for working carers in Gateshead 
following a successful £150,000 
funding bid by Gateshead Carers 
and Gateshead Council. 

The money is being used to 
support people who work full or 
part-time, and provide unpaid 
care to someone who couldn’t 
cope without their support. This 
could be someone looking after 
an elderly parent, a child with 
additional needs, or a friend who 
needs support, for example. 

These carers are now able to access 
the Council’s award winning ‘Care 
Call’ service free of charge and get 
a free App for their smart phone. 

Care call provides the cared 
for person with a pendant or 
wristband that alerts the Care Call 
service if they need assistance. The 
App4Care provides a phone app 
for both the carers and the cared-
for which provide a task-list, a 
well-being monitor, a panic alarm, 
and GPS locator. 

The project also provides 
confidential individual support 
and advice, including benefits 
advice, social services liaison and 
emotional support.  

If you are a working carer and 
need support please contact 
Gateshead Carers 0191 490 
0121, email hannah.clemson@
gatesheadcarers.com   
www.gatesheadcarers.com



Free gas boilers
If you have an old or inefficient gas 
boiler, you could have it replaced 
for free as part of Warm Up North’s 
commitment to making the North 
East’s homes greener and warmer. 
A new boiler can save you up to 
£340 a year in energy bills. 

You could qualify for the scheme 
if you receive income related 
benefits such as Pension Credit, 
Income Support, Job Seekers 
Allowance or Universal Credit – 
and have an inefficient gas boiler. 

If you think you might be eligible, 
contact Warm Up North. The 
scheme is open to anyone who 
qualifies, not just British Gas 
customers, and the company will 
do a free boiler survey to check 
eligibility. Both homeowners and 
private renters can apply. 

Terms and conditions apply. 
Offer subject to eligibility, 
survey, availability, change and 
terms. For terms and conditions 
go to www.warmupnorth.com/
freegasboiler

In April 2013 we introduced a Local 
Council Tax Support Scheme to 
give people on a low income help 
towards paying their council tax.

We review the scheme each 
year so that it continues to meet 
people’s needs and launched a 
formal consultation in September 
2015 on how the scheme should 
look from 1 April 2016.

The current scheme is now 
available to view on the 
Council’s website at www.
gateshead.gov.uk/benefits, 
together with the outcome of 
the consultation.
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Kung Hei Fat Choi!
Or Happy Chinese New Year! Catering 
staff at St Oswald’s RC Primary school 
in Wrekenton pulled out all the stops 
this year to help children celebrate the 
Chinese New Year which fell on  
8 February.

Instead of their normal midday meal, 
the team put on a special Chinese–
themed Year of the Monkey banquet 
complete with noodles, egg fried rice 
and fortune cookies. The food – and 
the occasion - proved to be extremely 
popular!

To find out more about our school 
meals service, free school meals and 
what’s on the menu go to 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/schoolmeals 
or call 0800 169 2780.

Looking for a good tradesman?
Our registered trader scheme has it covered. www.gateshead.gov.uk/registeredtrader or call 0191 433 3987

Active Kidz
 
Our popular Active Kidz play scheme runs from 29 March-1 April at Cardinal 
Hume School and 4-8 April at Kingsmeadow School.  Bookings can be made 
from Monday 14 March.

Suitable for children and young people aged 5 and over, there’s a range of 
activities on offer, all supervised by experienced play workers.

Bookings can be made from Monday 14 March and booking forms will 
be available from this date at Gateshead Civic Centre. To find out more 
or to make a booking contact 0191 433 7117, email customerservices@
gateshead.gov.uk or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/play or call in person to 
the Civic Centre.

Local council tax 
support

Schools out!
If you’re already planning what to 
do with the kids over the Easter and 
May holidays, why not take a look at 
the many activity sessions and sports 
camps available across Gateshead’s 
leisure centres?

Whether they’re interested in netball, 
climbing, football or swimming, there’s 
something for everyone and you can 
choose from daily sessions to weekly 
camps.  

There’s also fun sessions available daily 
in all our swimming pools including 
rafts and rings, water slide, tots and 
toys and our inflatable obstacle course, 
aquarun.

Full details are available from your 
local Gateshead leisure centre 
or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
holidayactivities
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FEATURE

A new lease of life
As a council, we’ve always worked 
with partners and organisations across 
the borough to provide service and 
activities for local people.  

But as government funding declines 
and the challenges get tougher, it’s 
been even more vital to look at ways of 
providing services differently, to avoid 
losing them altogether.  

This is where ‘Community Asset 
Transfers’  and leases have come 
into place offering local people the 
opportunity to take the lead formerly 
taken by the Council.

From libraries and community centres, 
to leisure and activity centres, we’ve 
supported and helped the hundreds 
of volunteers who now manage 
and provide services to the local 
community. 

Council Leader Mick Henry said: “The 
last thing we want is to lose services 
that we’ve spent years building up 
and managing for the benefit of local 
people.  So handing them over to 
community groups and volunteers, 
who value them as much as we do, is a 
positive way of addressing the ongoing 
financial challenges we face because of 
Government cuts.

“We started this process back in 2006 
with Harraton Terrace being transferred 
to Birtley Community Partnership and 
we have one of the largest asset transfer 
programmes in the country.  Currently 
we have 18 community centres that are 
managed by a wide variety of groups, 
as well as two leisure facilities and four 
libraries.

“This has seen a more diverse 
programme of activities being offered 
as the new organisation responds to 
local needs.”

The latest asset transfer has seen 
volunteer committee members at 
Gateshead Indoor Bowling Centre 
working hard over the past few months 
as preparations to hand over the 
building to them were put in place.

The club has over 400 members, and 
is looking to recruit more as part of 
an ongoing campaign that has seen 
schools visiting the centre and taking 
part in coaching sessions.

Allen Morrison from the centre said:  
“Since the process began, the club has 
gone from strength to strength and the 
number of members and volunteers 

has increased already. The opportunity 
has also revealed the vast amount of 
skills our members have and many have 
taken up new volunteering roles to 
help with the routine maintenance and 
management of the building.

“The club also has a café area, a dance 
studio and meeting rooms, so if any 
groups or individuals are interested in 
hiring the space please contact anyone 
at the centre.  We are continuing to 
work with the Council to secure funds 
for further improvements.”

For further information or to book 
a room please contact Gateshead 
Indoor Bowling Centre, Gladstone 
Terrace, NE8 4DY. Contact 0191 478 
1721 email hello@gibc.co.uk or visit 
its new website www.gibc.co.uk

Whickham Thorns Activity Centre
Gateshead Council is currently working with Gateshead Scouts to transfer 
Whickham Thorns Community Centre to them under a community asset 
transfer from 1 April this year.

 This means that from 1 April, the centre will be closed to the general public for 
around six months to enable Gateshead Scouts to put in place plans for the 
site in order for it to continue to operate commercially, offering services and 
activities to the general public.

During the six-month closure period, the centre will continue to be used by 
scout groups only.

For more information about this or about asset transfers in general, please 
contact Paul Cairns at Gateshead Council on 0191 433 2816 or email 
paulcairns@gateshead.gov.uk
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A walk to  
remember
If you like being out in the fresh 
air and helping to raise money for 
charity, why not take part in the 
Renee Potts Watergate Memorial 
Walk?

Renee Potts was a well-known and 
much loved Keep Fit teacher, who 
taught at Gateshead Leisure Centre 
since it was opened by the Queen 
in 1981.  Over the years, Renee and 
her Keep Fitters raised thousands of 
pounds for charity doing sponsored 
workouts, quiz nights, fancy dress 
fun nights and even the Great 
North Run! Sadly she died in 2012.

Since Renee passed away, a 
celebration walk is held each year 
in her memory, to raise money 
for charity and remember the 
fantastic contribution she made 
to Gateshead. Renee’s daughter, 
Amanda Healy said: “Watergate 
Forest Park was one of her favourite 
places to walk with my Dad, Ron.”

“Last year, over 200 people took 
part in the walk and raised almost 
£1000 for Age UK Gateshead to 
support local groups to keep 
healthy and fit.”

There’s no need to book, just 
come along to Watergate Forest 
Park, Lobley Hill on Sunday 10 
April at 10am. Bring friends, family 
and even the dog. There are two 
routes to choose from, go at 
your own pace and enjoy one of 
Renee’s favourite walks. There’ll be 
refreshments and tombola and 
all donations go towards Age UK 
Gateshead.

HEALTH MATTERS

Creative Age
Free creative sessions are available 
for older people and those living with 
dementia in Gateshead.

Gateshead charity Equal Arts has 
teamed up with BALTIC, Centre for 
Contemporary Art, to run the arts 
sessions at the venue every Monday 
10.30am-12.30pm.

Named Creative Age, the project is 
led by an artist and gives people the 
opportunity to explore their creativity 
instead of relying on memory based 
activities.

Jim Hepple, 95, attends the session with 
his son Nigel. He said: “I enjoy getting to 
sessions that allow you to be creative. 
Creative Age is very flexible and the 
artists are fantastic. There is no rigid 
plan for a session, it very much depends 
on where those taking part want to 
take it each week.”

To find out more or book a place 
on Creative Age at BALTIC contact 
Equal Arts on 0191 477 5775 or email 
information@equalarts.org.uk

Sight set on new centre
This Spring, Gateshead is to have a new 
dedicated ‘Centre for Sight’ with the 
opening of local charity Sight Service’s 
new premises.

With support from Gateshead Council, 
the charity is moving from their current 
base at Bensham Hospital to Stonehills 
Business Complex, Pelaw, allowing it to 
expand and develop new and existing 
services.  

These include a low vision clinic, 
rehabilitation services, and 
employment support. The new centre 
will also include a rehabilitation 
training kitchen, community 
café and a gym which will create 
additional volunteering and learning 
opportunities for local people. 

As the leading local provider of services 
and support for people who are visually 
impaired in our area, it provides advice, 
information and support as well as 
promoting greater public awareness of 
sight loss and works towards achieving 
better and more accessible public 
services for visually impaired people.

Sight Service Chief Executive Sue 
Taylor said “We are really excited about 
moving to our new premises and the 
opening of our new Centre for Sight. 
The move will allow us to offer greater 
services for people of all ages living 
with sight loss and their families and 
friends.”

For more information, contact 
Gateshead and South Tyneside Sight 
Service on 0191 478 5959.

Want Council News in  
large print or Braille?  
We can sort that for you. 

0191 433 3444 
dianebrennan@gateshead.gov.uk
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Healthy hearts was on the curriculum 
for Bill Quay School as it challenged 
pupils and their parents to row the 
length of the River Tyne, all from the 
comfort and warmth of the school hall 
of course. 

In the name of research, participants 
aimed to complete the calculated 
distance from Tynemouth to Gateshead 
Millennium Bridge. The lesson of the 
challenge was to get families focused 
on taking part in physical activities 
together. 

Using an online survey, the parents 
were then tested about what health 
and wellbeing means to their families. 
Their answers will help us understand 
how we can work better with families 
to get them into leading healthier 
lifestyles and also help shape health 
services for Gateshead.

The parents also had the chance to 
get an NHS Health Check, which are a 
great opportunity for people to assess 
their risk of developing certain health 
conditions which can be completely 
avoidable.

If you feel your family could do with 
improving its health and lifestyle, 
contact Live Well Gateshead to find 
out how they can help, on  
0800 014 9092 or email  
cdda-tr.gatesheadhub@nhs.net 
For more information about Live Well 
Gateshead, visit www.ourgateshead.
org/live-well-gateshead

HEALTH MATTERS

A healthy new you in 10 weeks
Would you like FREE information and support to lead a healthier lifestyle? 

Then enrol on the ten week Live Well healthier lifestyle programme.   The 
programme offers a weekly weigh in together with help and advice on 
everything from healthy eating to how to get more active plus much more!  
Sessions are available throughout the week across leisure centres in Gateshead.  

For further information email lifstyleservices@gateshead.gov.uk or pop 
down to your local leisure centre.

Get smart about sex
Did you know that young people under 
the age of 25 in Gateshead can get free 
condoms from pharmacies, youth clubs 
and GP surgeries by using a C-Card?

So what’s a C-Card? Well it’s a simple 
card scheme, where once registered, 
you can get FREE condoms and lube, 
and these can be picked up from a 
number of places near you.

To register on the scheme, you’ll need 
to make an appointment with a sexual 

health practitioner, based at one of the 
sexual health clinics. The practitioner 
will talk with you about the importance 
of safer sex, and how to use condoms 
correctly. 

You can get more information about 
the C-Card and other sexual health 
services for people in Gateshead by 
phoning 0191 283 1577 or visit  
www.gatesheadsexualhealth.co.uk

A lesson in health Time to get  
Sugar Smart
A new campaign that highlights 
the high levels of sugar found 
in children’s everyday foods and 
drinks has been launched to 
encourage parents to get “Sugar 
Smart” and take control of their 
children’s sugar intake.

On average, children in England 
consume three times more sugar 
than the maximum recommended 
daily amount. They might seem 
fine on the outside but too much 
sugar can lead to the build-up of 
harmful fat on the inside that we 
can’t see. This fat around their vital 
organs can cause serious diseases 
in the future.

Download the free Change4Life 
Sugar Smart app to find out how 
much total sugar is in the food and 
drink your family consume every 
day and search ‘Change4Life’ for 
lots of free support, tips, ideas and 
recipes.

Visit www.nhs.uk/change4life 
and download the app today.

Quit for life  
- with help and support  
from Live Well Gateshead, 
you can quit smoking for life. 

Call: 0800  014 9092

Results

9 sugar 

cubes

Let’s getLet’s get

SugarSugar
smartsmart

To find out how much sugar is lurking in your family’s 
food and drink, download the Sugar Smart app today.

Search Change4Life

500438_C4L_SugarSmart_A4_AW_2_a.indd   3 30/11/2015   18:06
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A public consultation looking into 
possible changes to NHS specialist 
mental health services in Newcastle 
and Gateshead has now finished, 
with hundreds of patients, families 
and health professionals taking the 
opportunity to have their say.

Deciding Together, which is led by 
NHS Newcastle Gateshead Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG), invited 
people to have their say about existing 
services before putting forward a range 
of different ways in which inpatient 
and community mental health services 
could be arranged in the future.

All these scenarios include changes to 
inpatient and community services, as 
well as steps to make it easier for service 
users and carers to get the support they 
need.

Dr Mark Dornan, a Gateshead GP 
and Assistant Clinical Chair of NHS 
Newcastle Gateshead CCG, said: “We 
are determined that mental healthcare 
should not be a Cinderella service when 
compared to healthcare for physical 
complaints. 

“There is no health without mental 
health, so we need to invest more in 
mental health services in community 
settings. That means linking into the 
strengths of individuals, communities 
and voluntary organisations that can 
support people and help them live 
fulfilling, independent lives. 

“We need better options for people 
to access more intense help quickly 
and close to home when they need it.  
When people have become seriously 
unwell, we need more effective ways to 
help them recover. 

“All this means changing the way we 
invest our money. We must spend less 
on hospital buildings and continue to 
reduce hospital admissions by investing 
in community support.

We have gathered some 
extremely useful feedback and 
comments, from a wide range 
of people locally, and this will 

be valuable to us as we consider 
the best options for the future.

NHS NEWS ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Deciding Together:  
moving towards a new future for 
specialist mental health services

February – March 2016 
Analysis of people’s feedback, by an 
independent organisation

21 March 2016  
Feedback report published on  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk

24 March 2016  
Public feedback event at Brunswick 
Church, Newcastle, 2-4pm 
(registration from 1.30pm)

Register online at  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk

5 April 2016   
Public feedback event at  
St Edmund’s Chapel, Gateshead,   
6-8pm (registration from 5.30pm)

Register online at  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk

9 May 2016  
NHS Newcastle Gateshead CCG 
completes the full ‘case for change’ 
document

24 May 2016  
NHS Newcastle Gateshead CCG 
Governing Body meeting held in 
public, and decision made

24 May 2016  
Decision communicated to 
stakeholders and the public

For full details of the 
different scenarios under 
consideration, visit www.
newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk  
or call 0191 217 2670

    Join
Members of MY NHS receive regular 
updates on the work of Newcastle 

Gateshead CCG as well as invitations 
to take part in events,  

surveys and consultations.

To register, visit 
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk 

or call 0191 217 2670.

What happens next?
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NHS NEWSADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Expanding Minds, Improving Lives
Young people in Newcastle and 
Gateshead have stepped up to play 
their part in improving emotional 
health and wellbeing services, with 
their work celebrated at a recent special 
Tyneside Pop-up Cinema event.

The event was part of Expanding Minds, 
Improving Lives, a project delivered 
by NHS Newcastle Gateshead Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG), Newcastle 
City Council and Gateshead Council, 
to transform mental health services for 
young people locally. 

Chris Piercy of NHS Newcastle 
Gateshead CCG said: “We were 
delighted to organise this event 
with our partners at Newcastle and 
Gateshead councils to celebrate 
and thank the young people for 
getting involved in Expanding Minds, 
Improving Lives transformation. 

“There is recognition that the emotional 
wellbeing and mental health needs 
of children and young people and 
their families are not being met on a 
national, regional or local level.

“We are determined that young 
people are involved throughout this 

transformation to help us develop the 
best possible services for the future.”

A short film called CHAOS, co-produced 
by young people with Newcastle-
based Helix Arts, was premiered at 
the celebration. The film shone a light 
on the experiences of young people 
and gave an outlet to share their 
experiences and views on how services 
should change.

The event also introduced a number 
of young people who will become 
Young Commissioners. Supported by 
Youth Focus: North East, this committed 
group of 20 young volunteers will share 
their experience with the CCG staff who 
buy mental health services for the area 
to bring a young person’s perspective 
to help improve mental health services.

For more information, visit  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk

Think Pharmacy First for minor illnesses
Doctors in Gateshead are asking people 
to Think Pharmacy First when they have 
a minor illness.

A range of common illnesses can be 
treated quickly and effectively by 
visiting your local pharmacist, easing 
the pressure on other services and 
leaving A&E free for serious and life-
threatening emergencies only.

If your children pick up a minor illness 
over Easter, it’s worth stopping to think 
for a moment to make sure you choose 
the right service for their needs. 

NHS Newcastle Gateshead CCG Chair 
and local GP Dr Guy Pilkington said: 
“Pharmacists are highly trained and very 
much an underused resource in terms 
of the advice they can offer to patients. 

“GPs can help with the majority of 
health needs, with walk-in centres 
a useful option if you need urgent 
healthcare at a time when your practice 
is not open. 

“If you are normally healthy, there is 
no need to see a GP or attend A&E for 
common illnesses like colds, headaches, 
hangovers or upset stomachs.

“Some pharmacies can provide 
medicines for common illnesses free 
to people who do not pay for their 

prescriptions, as part of the Think 
Pharmacy First scheme.”

The scheme is available to adults who 
are entitled to free prescriptions on 
the grounds of low income and their 
children, along with all people aged 60 
or over.

You’ll need to sign the prescription that 
the pharmacist prescribes and show 
proof that you don’t have to pay. To 
receive free medicines for a child on 
the Think Pharmacy First scheme, the 
parent or guardian must also be eligible 
for free prescriptions.

Patients can make use of the scheme 
at any pharmacy in Gateshead which 
displays a Think Pharmacy First window 
banner or door sticker.

For more information, visit  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.
uk/think-pharmacy-first 

Young commissioners are helping the CCG improve services



18 Gateshead Council News March - May 2016

For more information visit www.specialolympics.org

Register at www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering or for more information contact Kate Marshall, the Council’s 
Volunteer Coordinator on 0191 433 3255 email katemarshall@gateshead.gov.uk

Taking part in sport can be a life 
changing experience.  Just ask local 
girl Jemma Robinson who power-lifted 
her way to a gold and silver medal, 
at the Commonwealth Powerlifting 
Federation Championships in 
Vancouver, Canada in December.

Jemma from Winlaton, represented 
Great Britain as part of a Special 
Olympics team that sees athletes with 
learning disabilities compete at events 
across the UK and the world.

She was selected because of her 
outstanding achievements during 
2015 where she picked up five medals 
- four Gold and one Silver - at Special 
Olympics Powerlifting competitions 
in Gateshead, Dundee, Bradford and 
Ashington.

Jemma said: “I have achieved so much 
over the last year. Flying to Canada 
has opened new opportunities for me 
to fly to other countries as I had a fear 
of flying.  Now I have conquered that 
as well as so many other challenges. 
Joining Special Olympics has changed 
me as a person - being confident and 
having a new life.”

Special Olympics is the world’s largest 
sports organisation for children and 
adults with learning disabilities. 
Special Olympics Gateshead offers 
weekly training in nine different 
sports, to enable them to take part in 
regional, national and international 
competitions.

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Golden girl Jemma

Special Olympic athlete Jemma Robinson

Help victims of anti-social behaviour
We are looking for volunteers to 
provide a befriending and supporting 
role for the victims of anti-social 
behaviour.  They often need extra 
support to get over the incident, so a 
special project has been put in place to 
recruit volunteers who can help them 
recover.  

As a volunteer you will receive the 
training you need to undertake this 
role, be supported throughout by a 

project coordinator, and be matched 
to an individual in a particular area 
supporting them when needed.  

So if you have good communication 
and listening skills, are patient and 
friendly, a desire to help someone in 
your local community who has been a 
victim of anti-social behaviour and the 
spare time to help and commit to this 
role - we need you! 

Your first step is to complete the 
Volunteer Expression of Interest form 
which you will find on our volunteering 
website – it’s easy to register and only 
takes minutes. 

The 19 mile stretch of the River Tyne 
covered by the Clean Tyne Project 
is a fantastic open air classroom just 
waiting to be explored.  

And now, a new education resource 
pack is currently being put together 
that uses a mix of classroom and river 
based activities to inspire pupils to 
think about the river, its surrounding 
environment and the creatures that 
call it home.

Developed by education professionals 
for Key stage 3 pupils, the pack is 
sponsored by the Port of Tyne.  It will 
include lesson plans, mind  

maps and a raft of useful  
information about the science,  
history and geography of the river.

Copies of the pack will be available 
soon and will be sent to all secondary 
schools in the borough and those 

in Newcastle and North Tyneside.   
It will also be available online at  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/cleantyne

For information about the Clean 
Tyne Project and the new pack, 
contact Jayne Calvert on:  
0191 433 7424, email 
jaynecalvert@gateshead.gov.uk

Inspiring young minds
The Clean Tyne 
Project
The Clean Tyne Project  
is a partnership of Gateshead, 
Newcastle, and North Tyneside 
Councils and the Port of Tyne 
working together to combat 
the issue of debris and litter in 
the River Tyne).  Last year the 
project removed over 348 tonnes 
of debris from the river using 
its debris collection vessel, the 
Clearwater. It currently recycles 
over 99% of collected materials.
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ENROL NOW!
Over 300 courses, activities, 
training programmes, 
information and advice 
available daytime and 
evening at venues across 
Gateshead.

20 pages to 
pull-out and keep
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Learning is key to Gateshead Council’s vision of local 
people enjoying the best quality of life. Time after time 
studies show the wider benefits of learning. People 
who learn successfully are less likely to be in debt, are 
more likely to find employment and stay employed, have 
better physical and mental health, are more likely to hear 
their child read and of course have a greater income. 
Participating in learning is an enjoyable activity that has a 
low cost and enhances the quality of life.

We are fortunate to have a high quality learningSkills 
service that:

• offers a truly lifelong learning experience with learners 
from birth to 103 years

• engages with 10,000 learners (1,800 children and young 
people)

• delivers learning at a local level in over 100 venues and 
to 200 businesses a year

• offers a wide range of programmes from informal 
tasters to Level 4 accredited programmes

We asked you to rate us and 1,246 of you responded: 

• 99% of you rated teaching as good or excellent 

• 97% of you said support was good or outstanding 

• 99% of you said you feel safe in our learning venues

So why don’t you join us and learn? You could:

• discover skills you never knew you had

• kick start new career opportunities

• gain qualifications

• learn to stay safe online

• make new friends

• improve your health and wellbeing

• meet like-minded people

• learn in a warm, welcoming environment with excellent 
tuition, great value for money and all the support and 
advice you need

What’s on offer?

• more than 300 courses and activities throughout the 
year - daytime and evenings

• community courses across Gateshead

• information, advice and guidance to choose the right 
course from a nationally accredited Matrix Centre

• free Skills for Life courses to improve your reading, 
writing, maths and communication skills

• Functional Skills courses that give practical skills in 
English and maths - which are valued by employers. 

• free courses for you and your family to learn together

• hundreds of courses at reduced costs to help you return 
to learning

• Apprenticeship programmes

• learning programmes that help you find your new career

We look forward to working with you.

Family Learning ...........................................................13
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Art, Design and 
Performing Arts

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

Barley Mow Village Hall 

P15BM0908 Card Making and Papercraft 18/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 10am-12noon
P15BM0909 Watercolours  22/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Fri 10am-12noon
P15BM0910 Watercolours  22/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Fri 1-3pm

Barmoor Hub

P15RD0905 Watercolour Painting 18/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Mon 6-8:30pm
P15RD0906 Sewing Handbags and Purses 20/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Wed 9:45am-12:15pm

Bensham Grove Community Centre continued on next page

P15BG09B6 Advanced Silversmithing 30/04/2016 4 Level 2 £55.00 £42.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15BG0959 Polymer Clay Taster Workshop 11/04/2016 1 Entry 3 £7.00 £7.00 Mon 6:30-8:30pm 
P15BG09B7 Quilt Block of The Month  16/04/2016 3 Entry 3 £33.00 £25.20 Sat 10am-1pm 
 (Various Dates) 
G15BG0955 The Great Bensham Throwdown 16/04/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
P15BG09B3 Beginners Stained Glass 16/04/2016 4 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm
P15BG0978 Oils and Acrylics 18/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 10am-12noon
P15BG0979 Improvers Pottery 18/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Mon 12:30-3pm
P15BG0980 Improvers Pottery 18/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Mon 6:30-9pm
P15BG0981 Introduction to Polymer Clay  18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 6:30-8:30pm
P15BG0982 Asian Dressmaking  18/04/2016 8 Entry 3 £22.00 £16.80 Mon 1-3pm 
 @ the Muslim Centre 
P15BG0983 Dressmaking 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £68.75 £52.50 Tues 9:30am-12noon
P15BG0984 Sketching and Watercolours 19/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 10am-12noon
P15BG0985 Sketching and Watercolours 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 12:30-2:30pm

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 
weekdays from 9.30am-4pm 

Did you know courses are 
FREE if you are on 
Job Seeker Allowance?
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Bensham Grove Community Centre continued

P15BG0986 Sewing for Dressmaking 19/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Tues 12:30-3pm
P15BG0987 Sewing for All Occasions 19/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Tues 3:15- 5:45pm
P15BG0988 Sew Vintage 19/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 6:30- 8:30pm
P15BG0989 Pottery 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 7-9pm
P15BG0992 Beginners Silversmithing 27/04/2016 8 Entry 3 £68.75 £52.50 Wed 10am-12:30noon
P15BG0993 Sewing and Dressmaking 20/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Wed 12:30-3pm
P15BG0994 Improvers Silversmithing 20/04/2016 8 Level 1 £66.00 £50.40 Wed 1-3pm
P15BG0996 Beginners Dressmaking 20/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £68.75 £52.50 Wed 6-8:30pm
P15BG0997 Improvers Silversmithing 27/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Wed 6-8:30pm
P15BG0998 Life Drawing 20/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 7-9pm
P15BG0999 Improvers Spanish 20/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 6-8pm
P15BG09A1 Pastel Painting 21/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 10am-12noon
P15BG09A2 Portrait Drawing and Painting 21/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 6:30-8:30pm
P15BG09A3 Fused Glass 21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 7-9pm
P15BG09A4 Drawing Painting and Mixed Media 21/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 6:30- 8:30pm
P15BG09A5 Improvers Ukulele 21/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 6-8pm
P15BG09A6 Pottery - Friday Night Throwdown  22/04/2016 12 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Fri 6-8pm
P15BG09A7 Drawing for All 22/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Fri 10am-12noon
P15BG09A8 Creative Cake Decorating and  22/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Fri 10am-12noon 
 Sugarcraft 
P15BG09A9 Folk Ukulele 22/04/2016 5 Level 1 £27.50 £21.00 Fri 1-3pm
P15BG09B2 Beginners Pottery 22/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Fri 10am-12noon
P15BG09B4 Improvers Stained Glass 23/04/2016 4 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15BG0961 Silversmithing Saturdays 23/04/2016 4 Entry 3 £70.00 £70.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 
G15BG0951 Crochet for Beginners 23/04/2016 1 Entry 3 £10.50 £10.50 Sat 10am-1pm
P15BG09B5 Advanced Stained Glass 30/04/2016 4 Level 2 £55.00 £42.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15BG0947 Doll Making Workshop 07/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15BG0950 Applique Cushion Workshop 21/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15BG0948 Origami Workshop 28/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15BG0954 Beginners Silver Ring Making  28/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm 
 Workshop 
G15BG0953 Candle Making 11/06/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15BG0956 Pottery - The Great Bensham  18/06/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm 
 Throwdown 
G15BG0960 Embroidery Machine Sewing and  18/06/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm 
 Design  
G15BG0949 Book Making Workshop 25/06/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15BG0957 Pottery – The Great Bensham  02/07/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat  10am-3:30pm 
 Throwdown 
G15BG0952 Learn to use your Sewing Machine 16/07/2016 1 Level 1 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15BG0958 Pottery – The Great Bensham  16/07/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat  10am-3:30pm 
 Throwdown 

Gateshead Interchange Learning Centre

P15GU0907 Mandolin 20/04/2016 5 Level 1 £27.50 £21.00 Wed 6-8pm 

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60 

Art, Design and Performing Arts continued
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm
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Art, Design and Performing Arts continued

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60 

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

Kibblesworth Millennium Centre

P15KV0904 Exploring Drawing and Painting  22/04/2016 8 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Fri 10am-12:30pm

Shipley Art Gallery

G15SK0919 Reuse and Recycle - Jewellery 16/04/2016 3 Entry 3 £31.50 £31.50 Sat 10:30am-1:30pm
P15SK0905 Sketch at the Shipley 20/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 10am-12noon
P15SK0906 Watercolour Painting 21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 1-3pm
G15SK0924 Overcome your Fear of Drawing 23/04/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10:30-4pm
G15SK0921 Quilling for Beginners 14/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £10.50 £10.50 Sat 10:30-1:30pm
G15SK0925 Portrait Workshop 21/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10:30-4pm
G15SK0923 Felt Making Workshop 18/06/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10:30am-4pm
G15SK0920 Origami Workshop 07/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10:30am-4pm
G15SK0922 Mixed Media Canvas Art 16/07/2016 1 Entry 3 £10.50 £10.50 Sat 10:30am-1:30pm

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre

P15AR0906 Beginners Cake Decorating 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 10am-12noon
P15AR0907 Sew Fantastic 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £68.75 £52.50 Tues 1-3:30pm
P15AR0908 Fused Glass  21/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Thurs 1-3:30pm

St Thomas More School - to enrol please ring 0191 499 5040

PP15MO0906 Silver Clay and Jewellery Design 26/04/2016 8 Entry 3 £44.00 £33.60 Tues 6- 8pm
P15MO0907 Cake Decorating & Sugar Crafts 09/05/2016 8 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 6-8:30pm

Thomas Hepburn School

P15TH0903 Fabric Painting and Printing                18/04/2016 10  Entry 3  £55.00 £42.00 Mon 6-8pm

Whickham Comprehensive School

P15WZ0905 Watercolour Painting 18/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Mon 6-8:30pm

Wrekenton Community Centre

P15WK0905 Sewing and Dressmaking 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £68.75 £52.50 Mon 12:30-3pm

Did you know courses are 
FREE if you are on 
Job Seeker Allowance?
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Art, Design and Performing Arts continued

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60 

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

Kibblesworth Millennium Centre

P15KV0904 Exploring Drawing and Painting  22/04/2016 8 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Fri 10am-12:30pm

Shipley Art Gallery

G15SK0919 Reuse and Recycle - Jewellery 16/04/2016 3 Entry 3 £31.50 £31.50 Sat 10:30am-1:30pm
P15SK0905 Sketch at the Shipley 20/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 10am-12noon
P15SK0906 Watercolour Painting 21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 1-3pm
G15SK0924 Overcome your Fear of Drawing 23/04/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10:30-4pm
G15SK0921 Quilling for Beginners 14/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £10.50 £10.50 Sat 10:30-1:30pm
G15SK0925 Portrait Workshop 21/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10:30-4pm
G15SK0923 Felt Making Workshop 18/06/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10:30am-4pm
G15SK0920 Origami Workshop 07/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10:30am-4pm
G15SK0922 Mixed Media Canvas Art 16/07/2016 1 Entry 3 £10.50 £10.50 Sat 10:30am-1:30pm

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre

P15AR0906 Beginners Cake Decorating 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 10am-12noon
P15AR0907 Sew Fantastic 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £68.75 £52.50 Tues 1-3:30pm
P15AR0908 Fused Glass  21/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Thurs 1-3:30pm

St Thomas More School - to enrol please ring 0191 499 5040

PP15MO0906 Silver Clay and Jewellery Design 26/04/2016 8 Entry 3 £44.00 £33.60 Tues 6- 8pm
P15MO0907 Cake Decorating & Sugar Crafts 09/05/2016 8 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 6-8:30pm

Thomas Hepburn School

P15TH0903 Fabric Painting and Printing                18/04/2016 10  Entry 3  £55.00 £42.00 Mon 6-8pm

Whickham Comprehensive School

P15WZ0905 Watercolour Painting 18/04/2016 10 Level 1 £68.75 £52.50 Mon 6-8:30pm

Wrekenton Community Centre

P15WK0905 Sewing and Dressmaking 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £68.75 £52.50 Mon 12:30-3pm

Did you know courses are 
FREE if you are on 
Job Seeker Allowance?
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Cookery and Catering 
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

Felling Community Centre

P15FC0703 Cooking Around The World 19/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 9:30-11:30am

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

DIY 
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

Stonehills Pelaw

G15ZK0505 Project DIY - plumbing TBC 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15ZK0506 Project DIY - bricklaying TBC 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15ZK0507 Project DIY - joinery TBC 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

To find out more visit www.learningSkills.eu
For further information call 01661 886 814    
www.initialjcreativecrafts.co.uk

Initial J Creative Crafts
Saturday 2nd April 2016 
Gateshead Leisure Centre, 9.30am-3pm, tickets £4 on the door

FREE Shuttle Bus from Gateshead Civic Centre

• Stands selling  
“All things Crafty”

• 14 workshops to choose from 
run by Gateshead Council 
learningSkills  

• Exhibition of a range of learner’s work

NEW for 2016
“The Quilting Bee” 
Exhibition of Work
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Health, Leisure and Relaxation
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

Gateshead Interchange Learning Centre 
P15GU0802 Belly Dancing 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 6:30-8:30pm

Redheugh Football Club
G15RB0801 Lean & Sculpt Fitness 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £40.00 £40.00 Tues 10-11:10am
G15RB0802 Pound Stick Fitness 20/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £40.00 £40.00 Wed 1- 2:10pm

Winlaton Community Centre

P15WN0803 Exercise for All 21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £41.25 £31.50 Thurs 10-11:30am

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

History, Map Reading and the Natural World
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

Bensham Grove Community Centre

P15BG1005 Family History From the Internet 20/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 1:30- 3:30pm
G15BG1001 Who do you think you are? Family  27/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £14.00 £14.00 Fri 10am-2:30pm 
 Tree Workshop 
G15BG1002 Who do you think you are? Family  17/06/2016 1 Entry 3 £14.00 £14.00 Fri 10am-2:30pm 
 Tree Workshop 

Did you know courses are 
FREE if you are on 
Job Seeker Allowance?
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Health, Leisure and Relaxation
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

Gateshead Interchange Learning Centre 
P15GU0802 Belly Dancing 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 6:30-8:30pm

Redheugh Football Club
G15RB0801 Lean & Sculpt Fitness 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £40.00 £40.00 Tues 10-11:10am
G15RB0802 Pound Stick Fitness 20/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £40.00 £40.00 Wed 1- 2:10pm

Winlaton Community Centre

P15WN0803 Exercise for All 21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £41.25 £31.50 Thurs 10-11:30am

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

History, Map Reading and the Natural World
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

Bensham Grove Community Centre

P15BG1005 Family History From the Internet 20/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 1:30- 3:30pm
G15BG1001 Who do you think you are? Family  27/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £14.00 £14.00 Fri 10am-2:30pm 
 Tree Workshop 
G15BG1002 Who do you think you are? Family  17/06/2016 1 Entry 3 £14.00 £14.00 Fri 10am-2:30pm 
 Tree Workshop 

Did you know courses are 
FREE if you are on 
Job Seeker Allowance?
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Information Technology
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm 

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

Barley Mow Village Hall

P15BM0603 Learn To Use Your Laptop 21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 10am-12noon

Barmoor Hub

P15RD0608 Laptops and ICT 20/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 10am-12noon
G15RD0601 iPads and Tablets for Beginners 23/04/2016 3 Entry 3 £31.50 £31.50 Sat 10am-1pm

Bensham Grove Community Centre

P15BG0607 Improvers Laptops and iPads 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 10am-12noon
P15BG0609 Your Laptop with Windows 10 20/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 10am-12noon
G15BG0601 Get to Know Your iPad or Tablet 18/06/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm

Gateshead Interchange Learning Centre

P15GU0601 Beginners Laptops and iPads 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 10am-12noon
G15GU0605 iPad and Tablet for Beginners 28/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm
G15GU0606 Get to Know Your Android Phone 21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 1-3pm

Greenside Community Centre

P15GD0601 Laptops and iPads for Beginners 20/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 12:30-2:30pm

Headworks @ The Civic Centre

F15HW0610 ICT Test Gateshead 25/04/2016 n/a Entry 3 Ask for details Mon 1-3pm
F15HW0611 ICT Test Gateshead 28/04/2016 n/a Entry 3 Ask for details Thurs 9:30-11:30am
F15HW0612 Computers for Beginners 28/04/2016 10 Entry 2 Ask for details Thurs 9:30-11:30am
F15HW0613 Computers for Improvers 21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 11:30am-1:30pm

Kibblesworth Millenium Centre

P15KV0602 Learn to Use Your Laptop 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 1-3pm

Warwick Court Community Lounge

P15WV0603 Laptops and iPads 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 1-3pm

All of our sessions include a blend of 
informal learning tailored to your individual 
needs, at flexible times to fit the demands 
of everyday life.

For more information call 0191 433 8738 or 
email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Take the functional skills challenge 
and aim to achieve a national 
qualification in ICT.
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Barmoor Hub

P15RD1201 Beginners Holiday Italian  22/04/2016 8 Entry 3 £44.00 £33.60 Fri 11am-1:30pm
G15RD1201 Advanced Italian Workshop 16/04/2016 1 Level 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm

Gateshead Interchange Learning Centre

P15GU1204 Beginners Spanish 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 6-8pm
P15GU1205 Brush up on Your Spanish 19/04/2016 6 Level 1 £42.00 £42.00 Tues 6-8pm
P15GU1207 French for Beginners 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 6:30-8:30pm
P15GU1206 Conversational French Intermediate 20/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 6:30-8:30pm
G15GU1204 Introduction to Bengali 20/04/2016 1 Entry 3 £7.00 £7.00 Wed 6-8pm
P15GU1208 Beginners Bengali 07/05/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 6-8pm
G15GU1203 Conversational Spanish 14/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm

Redheugh Football Club 

P15RB1202 Beginners Spanish  21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 10am-12noon

St Thomas More School - To enrol please ring 0191 499 5040

P15MO1205 Beginners Spanish 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 6-8pm
P15MO1206 Spanish 19/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 6-8pm

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

Languages
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

Did you know courses are 
FREE if you are on 
Job Seeker Allowance?
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Barmoor Hub

P15RD1201 Beginners Holiday Italian  22/04/2016 8 Entry 3 £44.00 £33.60 Fri 11am-1:30pm
G15RD1201 Advanced Italian Workshop 16/04/2016 1 Level 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm

Gateshead Interchange Learning Centre

P15GU1204 Beginners Spanish 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 6-8pm
P15GU1205 Brush up on Your Spanish 19/04/2016 6 Level 1 £42.00 £42.00 Tues 6-8pm
P15GU1207 French for Beginners 19/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 6:30-8:30pm
P15GU1206 Conversational French Intermediate 20/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 6:30-8:30pm
G15GU1204 Introduction to Bengali 20/04/2016 1 Entry 3 £7.00 £7.00 Wed 6-8pm
P15GU1208 Beginners Bengali 07/05/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Wed 6-8pm
G15GU1203 Conversational Spanish 14/05/2016 1 Entry 3 £17.50 £17.50 Sat 10am-3:30pm

Redheugh Football Club 

P15RB1202 Beginners Spanish  21/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Thurs 10am-12noon

St Thomas More School - To enrol please ring 0191 499 5040

P15MO1205 Beginners Spanish 18/04/2016 10 Entry 3 £55.00 £42.00 Mon 6-8pm
P15MO1206 Spanish 19/04/2016 10 Level 1 £55.00 £42.00 Tues 6-8pm

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

Languages
To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

Did you know courses are 
FREE if you are on 
Job Seeker Allowance?
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Teaching, Counselling and Learning for Work

Gateshead Interchange Learning Centre

P15GU0103 A New Leaf - Mindfulness and  14/04/2016 6 Entry 3 £49.50 £37.80 Thurs 6-9pm 
 Self-Empowerment 

State of the Art @ The Dryden Centre

F15AR0110 Introduction to working with  13/04/2016 16 Level 2 £88.00 £67.20 Wed 4:30-6:30pm 
 learners with learning disabilities 

The Dryden Centre / Gateshead Interchange Learning Centre

F15DY0106 Award in Working with Children TBC 10 Level 1 £252.00 £189.00 TBC TBC
F15DY0107 Award in Caring for Children TBC 10 Level 1 £252.00 £189.00 TBC TBC
F15DY0108 Certificate in Caring for Children TBC 32 Level 1 £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC
F15DY0109 Certificate for Children and Young  TBC 32 Level 2 £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 
 People’s Workforce

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over  Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm

To qualify you will need to be:

• Aged 19 or over at the start of your course
• Resident in the UK for three years prior to the start of the course
• Enrolling on a course at Level 3 or above

The amount of the loan depends on the type of course you take 
and how much the fees are. The minimum loan you can get is £300. 
You don’t have to borrow the full amount of your course - you can 
pay for some of it yourself.

The loans are not means-tested or credit checked and any 
individual who meets the criteria will be able to apply for a loan, 
whether they are employed or unemployed. The loan will then be 
paid directly to the training provider on your behalf.

Aiming Higher with
Advanced Learning Loans

You can apply by post or online
For more information visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/advancedLearningLoans or call 0191 433 8646.

If you are aged 19 or above and interested in studying a level 3,4 or 5 qualification you 
may not need to pay course fees and may be eligible for a bursary to cover the cost of 
your course resources.

Advanced Learning Loans are similar to higher education loans but are now available for Further Education 
Students. Your course must start after 1 August 2015 and be at Level 3,4  or 5, examples include Diplomas 
and Certificates. Repayments don’t start until April 2016 and you won’t have to pay anything back until 
you’re earning over £21,000 a year.

Level 3, 4 or 5 courses  
are available in:
• Supporting Teaching and 

Learning 
• Continuing Education and Training
• Children’s Workforce Development
• Counselling
• Advice and Guidance
• Silversmithing
• Customer Service
• Business and Administration
• Health and Social Care
• Management
• Advocacy
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Take the functional skills challenge and aim to 
achieve a national qualification in Maths and 
English. 

All of our sessions include a blend of informal learning tailored 
to your individual needs, at flexible times to fit the demands of 
everyday life. 

For more information call 0191 433 8738 or email  
learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

English and Maths

Take the Functi
onal 

Skills Challenge

Skills For Life To enrol please telephone 0191 433 8738 and one of our 
team will advise you of a suitable course in your area.

Bensham Grove Community Centre

B15BG1403 Functional Maths 18/04/2016 11 L1/L2 Ask for Details Mon 1:30-3:30pm

Blaydon and Winlaton Children’s Centre

B15BO1404 Functional Maths 19/04/2016 11 L1/L2 Ask for Details Tues 1-3pm

Edbert’s House

B15EH1402/03 English/Maths 21/04/2016 11 L1/L2 Ask for Details Thurs 11:30am-1pm

Gateshead Interchange Centre

B15GU1407 Build Your Confidence in Maths 21/04/2016 11 E3/L1 Ask for Details Thurs 9:30-11:30am
B15GU1408 Functional English 21/04/2016 11 L1/L2 Ask for Details Thurs 11:30am-1pm
B15GU1409 Move on in English 22/04/2016 11 E2 Ask for Details Fri 12:30-2:30pm
B15GU1406 Build Your Confidence in English 20/04/2016 11 E3/L1 Ask for Details Wed 9:30-11:30am

Headworks @ The Civic Centre

B15HW1406 Build Your Confidence in Maths 20/04/2016 11 E1/E2 Ask for Details Wed 9-11am

B15HW1407 Build Your Confidence in Maths 22/04/2016 11 L1/L2 Ask for Details Mon 1:30-3:30pm

N/A Test Gateshead 21/04/2016  L1/L2 Ask for Details Tues 1-3pm

N/A Test Gateshead 20/04/2016  L1/L2 Ask for Details Wed 9:30-11:30am

N/A Test Gateshead  20/04/2016  L1/L2 Ask for Details Wed 9-11am    

Queen Elizabeth Hospital

N/A Test Gateshead 19/04/2016  L1/L2 Ask for Details Thurs 9:30-11:30am

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre

N/A ESOL 20/04/2016  Entry 1 Ask for Details Fri 12:30-2:30pm
N/A ESOL 20/04/2016  Entry 2 Ask for Details Fri 9:15-11am
N/A ESOL 20/04/2016 11 Entry 3  Ask for Details Thurs 4:30-7:30pm
N/A ESOL 19/04/2016  Level 1 Ask for Details Wed 5:30-7:30pm

 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60
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 Course                  Programme Title Start Date No of Level Course Over Day Time 
 Code    Sessions  Fee 60
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Traineeships
Excellent preparation for an Apprenticeship 
or employment if you are 16-24 years old.  
Programmes are from six weeks and up to six 
months depending on your need.

At Gateshead Council our Traineeships will  
provide you with:

• work experience in your chosen area

• GCSE A*-C English and maths equivalent, if 
you don’t have it already, or a qualification 
that will help you progress towards GCSE in 
the future

• employability and ICT 

• teamwork and confidence building 

• tutorial time to discuss your progress 

• travel

• progression into apprenticeships

Youth Skills
learningSkills offer a range of 
opportunities for young people 
aged 16-18.

Programmes of Study 
Excellent preparation for work or further  
training - no entry qualifications required.

At Gateshead Council each of our  
Programmes of Study will provide you with:

• the skills and experience employers value

• a great start to a career

• work experience in vocational areas where  
there are jobs 

• a valuable qualification

• GCSE A*-C English and Maths equivalent,  
if you don’t have it already, or a qualification 
that will help you progress towards GCSE in 
the future

• tutorial time to discuss your progress 

• lunch and travel costs

• bonus for full attendance   

We have training centres in various locations 
across Gateshead. 
 
For more information or to book an appointment 
please call 0191 433 8761.

We have places available for courses in:

•  Admin 
•  Care
•  Construction 
•  Customer Service
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Some examples of activities you  
could participate in include:

•   Family Science  

•   Baby Massage

•   Baby Yoga 

•   Baby Crafts

• Award/Certificate in Caring for Children  
(accredited through City and Guilds)  

Family Learning
Family Learning activities are designed to engage families in 
different ways and explore how you can learn while having 
fun. All activities and materials are free and are designed to 
help you to keep up to date with your children’s learning.

Family Learning takes place in primary and secondary 
schools, community venues, and children’s centres.

There is something for everyone.  All activities are suitable 
for mothers, fathers, grandparents, carers and their children.  

What families 
think...

“From completing Family 
Learning I am now able to 

help my child but I also have 
a range of qualifications 

that have helped me gain 
employment.“

“We had a fantastic time 
and the sessions were 

really fun, we both learned 
so much and I am now 

more confident helping my 
children with maths.”

“The staff were really 
friendly and helpful.  I would 
recommend Family Learning 

to anyone, any age.”

For more information call 0191 433 8635 
or 433 8611 or 433 8549  
email familylearning@gateshead.gov.uk 
 
Adults must accompany children and  
children must be accompanied by adults.

In addition to the community courses taking place we will be 
working in partnership with Primary and Secondary schools 
to develop Family English, Maths, Science and Language 
programmes. They are a great way to find out how you can 
support your children with their school work, including finding 
out how to help them with their SATs as well as improving 
your own skills, including accredited courses to help you get 
back to work.

You can also gain qualifications in  
Functional skills at level 1 in  
English and maths.



12       Enrol online www.learningSkills.eu                                                                                                            Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/learningSkillsNE           Enrol online www.learningSkills.eu                                                                                                            Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/learningSkillsNE       13

Some examples of activities you  
could participate in include:

•   Family Science  

•   Baby Massage

•   Baby Yoga 

•   Baby Crafts

• Award/Certificate in Caring for Children  
(accredited through City and Guilds)  

Family Learning
Family Learning activities are designed to engage families in 
different ways and explore how you can learn while having 
fun. All activities and materials are free and are designed to 
help you to keep up to date with your children’s learning.

Family Learning takes place in primary and secondary 
schools, community venues, and children’s centres.

There is something for everyone.  All activities are suitable 
for mothers, fathers, grandparents, carers and their children.  

What families 
think...

“From completing Family 
Learning I am now able to 

help my child but I also have 
a range of qualifications 

that have helped me gain 
employment.“

“We had a fantastic time 
and the sessions were 

really fun, we both learned 
so much and I am now 

more confident helping my 
children with maths.”

“The staff were really 
friendly and helpful.  I would 
recommend Family Learning 

to anyone, any age.”

For more information call 0191 433 8635 
or 433 8611 or 433 8549  
email familylearning@gateshead.gov.uk 
 
Adults must accompany children and  
children must be accompanied by adults.

In addition to the community courses taking place we will be 
working in partnership with Primary and Secondary schools 
to develop Family English, Maths, Science and Language 
programmes. They are a great way to find out how you can 
support your children with their school work, including finding 
out how to help them with their SATs as well as improving 
your own skills, including accredited courses to help you get 
back to work.

You can also gain qualifications in  
Functional skills at level 1 in  
English and maths.
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This is a knowledge based qualification suitable for all 
support staff roles in school, including site staff and 
administrators, as well as those who work directly with 
children and young people.  It seeks to develop the 
knowledge and understanding that all those working in a 
school setting will need and covers the following modules:

•  Child and young person development
•   Safeguarding the welfare of children and young people

•  Communication and professional relationships with  
 children, young people and adults

•  Equality, diversity and inclusion in work with children and  
 young people

•  Schools as organisations

As it is a knowledge based qualification, it can be taken by 
learners not yet employed in a school, as well as providing 
initial training/induction for those new in post.

Qualifications and Training for

Teaching Assistants
and Support Staff

Level 2 Award in Support Work in Schools

This qualification is for those members of the school 
workforce who directly support the teaching and 
learning of pupils. The qualification incorporates the units 
in the Level 2 Award in Support Work in Schools and adds 
competence units to reflect the role of those supporting 
pupils’ learning as follows:

• Child and young person development

• Safeguarding the welfare of children and young people

• Communication and professional relationships with 
children, young people and adults

• Equality, diversity and inclusion in work with children 
and young people

• Schools as organisations

• Help improve own and team practice in schools

• Maintain and support relationships with children and 
young people

• Support children and young people’s health and safety

• Support children and young people’s positive behaviour

• Support learning activities

• Prepare and maintain learning environments

Level 2 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools

This qualification is for those members of the school 
workforce who directly support the teaching and learning 
of pupils and covers:

• Communication and professional relationships with 
children, young people and adults

• Schools as organisations

• Support learning activities

• Support children and young people’s positive behaviour

• Develop professional relationships with children,. Young 
people and adults

• Promote equality, diversity and inclusion in work with 
children and young people

• Support assessment for learning

• Engage in personal development in health, social care or 
children’s and young people’s settings

• Support children and young people’s health and safety

• Understand child and young person development

• Understand how to safeguard the wellbeing of children 
and young people

Level 3 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools

This qualification incorporates the units of the Level 3 
Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools. 
Additional units cover the specialist roles of staff working 
at this level e.g. supporting bilingual pupils or supporting 

pupils with special educational needs. It is for those 
members of the school workforce who directly support the 
teaching and learning of pupils.

Level 3 Diploma in Specialist Support for Teaching and Learning in Schools

Contact: Gabrielle Mains on 0191 433 8516 / 0191 433 8588 or email
                  gabriellemains@gateshead.gov.uk
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Range of NVQs, Certificates, Level Day No of weeks Cost
Apprenticeships

Advice and Guidance Support 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Business Administration 2, 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Beauty Therapy 1, 2 Flexible Approx 1 year Flexible

Cleaning & Environmental Support Services 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Customer Service 2, 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Hairdressing 1, 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Health (Clinical)  2, 3  Flexible Approx 1 year  Flexible

Health and Social Care  2, 3  Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Hospitality 2  Flexible Approx 1 year  Flexible

Information Technology 1, 2, 3  Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Management 3, 5  Flexible  Approx 1 year Flexible

Retail 1, 2, 3 Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Team Leading 2 Flexible  Approx 1 year  Flexible

Supporting Teaching and Learning 2,3 TBC  1 year TBC

Vocational Learning
Learning in the workplace or for work
We have a range of qualifications that will help you to develop your knowledge and skills at work while 
gaining national recognition for the work you already do. We offer NVQs, Certificates and Apprenticeships 
in a range of occupational areas. NVQ qualifications can only be delivered in the workplace. Please 
contact us for further details on these courses and to find out how we can support you further.

Additional information:
NVQs - free if you do not already have a Level 2 qualification.
Apprenticeships are funded for learners aged 16-18 inclusive and are for a minimum of one year.
Please contact us to find out about fees and funding available to support you for programmes.

For further details call: 0191 433 8516 or email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Looking for an Apprenticeship?  Then we need you!
Gateshead Council learningSkills has employers 
looking for apprentices in:
l  Business Administration

l  ICT

l  Retail

l  Teaching Assistant

l  Customer Service

l  Hospitality

l  Health & Social Care

l  Cleaning

Are you an employer?
We will pay you £1500* to take on an 
apprentice.

All our apprentices are pre-interviewed  
and ready to go.

Invest in young people NOW and make  
your business more productive and  
cost effective.

Join Gateshead Council learningSkills Apprentice Pool to fast track into an apprenticeship with a local employer.

* For more information call NOW on: 0191 433 8727 email: apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk
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The Gateshead Housing Company offers a range of free courses to help 
build your skills and confidence.  If you want to book a place or get more 
information please contact us on 0191 433 5357 or email  
involve@gatesheadhousing.co.uk

Demand led courses
The following courses are run on a 
demand led basis, so just tell us if you’re 
interested in attending and we’ll let you 
know when they’re taking place.    

• Enterprise for you

• Digital training skills

• Healthy eating on a budget

• Checking our services (mystery 
shopping)

• Confidence building

• Decorating

• Healthy living – mindfulness and body 
maintenance

• How to manage your money

• Made of money

• Managing your stress (full day)

• Meeting skills and being Chair

• Saving energy and money

• Understanding differences in people

Scheduled courses
Gardening
•  Thursday 19 May, 1-3pm – Intro to re-growing, groundwork, planters
•  Thursday 28 July, 1-3pm – Propagation, cuttings, composting 
•  Thursday 20 October, 1-3pm – Re-growing, winter crops 

Healthy living
•  Mindfulness – Friday 15 July, 1-3pm
 Learn some simple relaxation techniques that you can apply to your  

day-to-day life to help improve your mental wellbeing.

•  Body Maintenance – Friday 27 January 2017, 10.30am-12.30pm 
 Try a range of gentle exercises including Tai Chi, (in your chair, lying on 

a mat and standing) which can help to reduce general aches and pains. 
Explore ways to improve your diet and practise an easy relaxation 
technique.  This session will be tailored to suit the needs of attendees.  
You will need to wear clothing suitable to do light exercise.

Managing stress
•  Thursday 17 November, 1.30-3pm
• Thursday 23 February 2017, 1.30-3pm

How to manage your money  
•  Thursday 22 September, 2-4pm

Moving Forward 
training programme 2016/17

MoodLS - VLE - online learning support for all  
our courses
 
MoodLS- VLE offers:

• a better learning experience

•  access to additional support and resources

•  the opportunity to share and keep in contact with other learners  
and your tutor

Following your enrolment you will receive Instructions on  
accessing this service by email - look out for it in your inbox!

Have you the skills you need to allow you take  
advantage of online services?
Online services are becoming increasingly important in learning and  
in life, learningSkills run courses that will help you develop all the skills  
you need. Contact 0191 433 8516 / 6450.

Gateshead learningSkills - Online Services

We are rolling out free Wifi for learners across our centres and we welcome you to bring your laptop, tablet or 
smart phone to make your learning experience even more enjoyable.
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For enrolment and additional information on funding and full 
criteria please contact: 0191 477 7764 or 07540 411 916   
Email: aldhairdressing@gmail.com or visit  
www.aldhairandbeautytraining.co.uk 

ALD Hair and Beauty Training Academy, Unit 3, Swan Street, Gateshead.

Interested in a career in  
Hair, Beauty or Barbering?

One day private courses are offered in:
• Wet Shave Training

• Express Definition Eyes and Eyebrows

• Semi-permanent Eyelash Extension

Funding for the above may be available if under 26 years of age through the Prince’s Trust. 

If you are 16-18 we have places available NOW for:

Apprenticeships
Hairdressing, Beauty Therapy and Barbering apprenticeships available. No experience needed, 
training would be given at A.L.D and apprenticeship served within a salon. 

Employers If you can offer an apprenticeship to someone within the hair, beauty or barbering sector, you could 
get up to £1,500 for each apprentice you take on for 30 hours a week. 

• Waxing

• Pre-bonded Hair Extensions

• TAQA course available

• Nail Technology (acrylics) 

• Massage, Hot Stone, Swedish

• Threading

Level 3 Advanced Hairdressing Beauty and 
Barbering courses 

We can help you apply for a student loan to fund this 
course. 

Level 1 and 2 courses in Hairdressing, 
Beauty Therapy and Barbering.

Funding and support available: You get a bursary of 
£4 for each day you attend, together with travel costs 
and a lunch allowance plus bonuses. Tunics and all 
equipment are provided. No experience is needed. 
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For enrolment and additional information on funding and full 
criteria please contact: 0191 477 7764 or 07540 411 916   
Email: aldhairdressing@gmail.com or visit  
www.aldhairandbeautytraining.co.uk 

ALD Hair and Beauty Training Academy, Unit 3, Swan Street, Gateshead.

Interested in a career in  
Hair, Beauty or Barbering?

One day private courses are offered in:
• Wet Shave Training

• Express Definition Eyes and Eyebrows

• Semi-permanent Eyelash Extension

Funding for the above may be available if under 26 years of age through the Prince’s Trust. 

If you are 16-18 we have places available NOW for:

Apprenticeships
Hairdressing, Beauty Therapy and Barbering apprenticeships available. No experience needed, 
training would be given at A.L.D and apprenticeship served within a salon. 

Employers If you can offer an apprenticeship to someone within the hair, beauty or barbering sector, you could 
get up to £1,500 for each apprentice you take on for 30 hours a week. 

• Waxing

• Pre-bonded Hair Extensions

• TAQA course available

• Nail Technology (acrylics) 

• Massage, Hot Stone, Swedish

• Threading

Level 3 Advanced Hairdressing Beauty and 
Barbering courses 

We can help you apply for a student loan to fund this 
course. 

Level 1 and 2 courses in Hairdressing, 
Beauty Therapy and Barbering.

Funding and support available: You get a bursary of 
£4 for each day you attend, together with travel costs 
and a lunch allowance plus bonuses. Tunics and all 
equipment are provided. No experience is needed. 
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Important information
Our facilities

Gateshead Council learningSkills 
deliver courses in a wide range of 
learning venues across the borough. 
This means you can access learning 
locally in community centres, schools, 
libraries and council buildings. You can 
be guaranteed a friendly face and an 
extra special learning experience. We 
care about the welfare of our learners 
so we ensure that you, our learners, 
are helped every step of the way.

Our prices

All learning programmes in this 
prospectus are subsidised. Your fee 
makes a contribution to the cost of the 
programme, however actual course 
fees may be increased as required by 
actual delivery costs. We have three 
rates:

Full Price – for anyone under the age 
of 60 who does not qualify for the 
concessionary rate or full discount. To 
help you learn at an affordable rate we 
have kept our prices at £2.75 per hour.

Concessionary – for anyone over the 
age of 60. You pay 75% of the course 
fees (£2.10 per hour).

Free – for some people who are on 
benefits (see ‘Getting a Concession’), 
aged 16-18 or those on Family 
Learning, Skills for Life and some ESOL 
and IT courses.

Full Cost – courses that do not receive 
Government funding are charged at a 
full cost rate. There are no concessions 
available. There may still be examination 
and/or material fees to pay: these are 
NOT subject to a reduction.

Getting a concession

You can qualify for a concession if you 
are over 60 years of age or in receipt of 
Job Seekers Allowance or Employment 
and Support Allowance (Work Related 
Activity Group) for those seeking 
skills training to help you into work. If 
you are on any other benefit such as 
Income Support or Disability Living 
Allowance and are enrolling on a course 
to help you gain skills to move into 
employment then you may also qualify 
for a concession. 

If you think you qualify for a 
concessionary or discounted rate then 
you must bring evidence to support 
this when you enrol, such as benefit 
documentation. If you are over 60 or 
under 19 you must also bring evidence 
of this. We will also ask you for your 
National Insurance number - please 
ensure that you bring this with you 
when you enrol.

If you do not fall into either of these 
categories and can’t afford to pay your 
course fees then you can apply to our 
hardship fund for financial help. Speak 
to the enrolling officer at the centre or 
contact us on 0191 433 8646 for more 
information.

Choosing the right course for 
you

When you enrol we will give you 
information on the course and answer 
any questions you may have. We have 
different levels of qualifications:

Entry Level –  is further divided into 
three sub-levels: Entry 3, Entry 2 and 
Entry 1. These describe in detail the 
small steps required for adults to make 
progress, where Entry 1 is the lowest 
level ability, working up to Entry 3. 

This sub-division also signals a clear 
alignment of the skill levels with Levels 
1, 2 and 3 of the National Curriculum.

Level 1 – designed for people who 
have either completed an Entry Level 3 
or beginners course, or who have some 
knowledge or experience in the subject

Level 2 – designed for people who 
already have quite a good knowledge 
of the subject and are becoming 
competent

Level 3 – for those advanced in the 
subject

All – a mixed ability class suitable for 
all levels

Some of the learning programmes are 
listed with an *. This means they lead 
to a nationally recognised qualification 
and you will receive, upon successful 
completion, a certificate from an 
awarding body, such as City and Guilds. 
If you are unsure, please speak to the 
enrolling officer.

Cancellations

LearningSkills cannot guarantee that 
all courses advertised will proceed. 
If there are insufficient numbers 
enrolling, courses may be cancelled. If 
you have enrolled, every effort will be 
made to find you an alternative course 
or a full refund of fees.

Supporting your learning

If you think you need help with 
completing your learning programme 
please contact us. We can help with 
things such as:

•  Travel costs
•  Childcare costs
•  English and Maths
•  Specialist equipment
•  One to one support

Please speak to the enrolling officer, 
tutor or venue at any time or call 
learningSkills on 0191 433 8646 or 
email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Additional costs

You may need to buy equipment 
or materials relating to the learning 
programme. This will be explained to 
you when you enrol. If you think you 
may need assistance with paying for 
these, please speak to the enrolling 
officer, tutor or venue at any time.

Individual learning plans

We are proud of the learning we 
deliver and we want to ensure that 
you have the best experience possible. 
We will ask you about your previous 
experiences with learning and look 
at what support you may need. We 
will explore what you want to get 
out of your learning programme and 
use this to develop an individual 
learning plan, which will assist you 
in your development throughout the 
programme.

Equality and diversity
We value and recognise the social and 
cultural diversity of Gateshead. We 
seek to ensure that all learners and 
staff are protected from harassment, 
bullying and discrimination, including 
those based with employers and at 
other sites external to the providers.

We aim to provide conditions that 
encourage everyone to actively 
participate and enjoy learning.

If you feel that is not the case or want 
to discuss this further, please contact 
0191 433 8646 or email learningSkills@
gateshead.gov.uk

Staying safe while you learn

We are committed to safeguarding all 
learners. We will:

•  Take action when abuse is suspected

•  Increase awareness of the issues 
involved

•  Support all learners in accessing 
support so they can lead safe lives

•  Work together to prevent 
mistreatment of all learners

If you would like to speak to 
someone or have any concerns 
please contact your tutor or call our 
designated person on 0191 433 8796 
or email safeguardingadultlearning@
gateshead.gov.uk
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Enrolment information
Join the 1,700 people who enrolled online last term. 

You can enrol online: www.learningSkills.eu and follow the ENROL NOW links.

You can also find our prospectus online: www.learningSkills.eu/prospectus 

Payment methods: By card over the telephone or online – during office hours.  
                                  Cash or cheque in person.

You can pay in person at: 
Bensham Grove Community Centre – 21 – 24 March 2016, 10am-4pm by card, cash or cheque (not weekends).

St Thomas More School – tel: 0191 499 5040. Call anytime, if no one is available to take your call, please leave your name 
and number and someone will call you back as soon as possible, or enrol in person.

These are the locations of our learning venues. 
To enquire about any of them please call 0191 433 8646

Barley Mow Village Hall - Bedford Avenue, Barley Mow, DH3 2AJ

Barmoor Hub (Formerly Ryton and District Youth Centre) - Barmoor, Ryton, NE40 3AZ

Bensham Grove Community Learning Centre - Sidney Grove, Gateshead, NE8 2XD

Blaydon & Winlaton Childrens Centre - Shibdon Bank. Gateshead, NE21 5EZ

Dunston Drop In Centre - Unit 2, Clockmill Road, Gateshead, NE8 2QX

Edberts House - 17 St Edmunds Drive, Gateshead, NE10 9AE

Felling Community Centre - Crowhall Terrace, Crowhall Road, Felling, NE10 8RB

Gateshead Interchange Centre - Wylam Street, Gateshead, NE8 1AU

Greenside Community Centre - Main Road, Greenside, NE40 4AA

Headworks @ The Civic Centre - Civic Centre, Regent Street, Gateshead, NE8 1HH

Kibblesworth Millennium Centre - Grange Terrace, Kibblesworth, NE11 0XN

Queen Elizabeth Hospital - Queen Elizabeth Avenue, Gateshead, NE9 6SX

Redheugh Football Club - Eslington Park, Eslington Pavillion,Gateshead, NE8 2TQ

Shipley Art Gallery - Prince Consort Road, Gateshead, NE8 4JB

St Thomas More School - Croftdale Road, Blaydon, Tyne & Wear, NE21 4BQ

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre - Evistones Road, Gateshead, NE9 5UR

Thomas Hepburn School – Swards Road, Gateshead NE10 9UZ

Warwick Court Community Lounge - Gateshead, NE8 1EY

Whickham Comprehensive - Burnthouse Lane, Whickham, NE16 5AR

Winlaton Centre - North Street, Winlaton, NE21 6BY

Wrekenton Hub - High Street, Wrekenton, Gateshead, NE9 7JR

Skills For Life - To enrol please telephone 0191 433 8738 and one of 
our team will advise you of a suitable course in your area.

Did you know courses are 
FREE if you are on 
Job Seeker Allowance?
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Did you know courses are 
FREE if you are on 
Job Seeker Allowance?



Let us help you find an 
Apprenticeship

Why choose Gateshead 
Council learningSkills?
•  Over 30 jobs available NOW!
•  FREE weekly travel pass
•  No minimum grades
•  Guaranteed place  

(subject to availability)

Apprenticeships available in:
•  Business Admin
•  Retail & Customer Service
•  ICT
•  Health & Social Care
•  Teaching Assistant
•  Hospitality
•  Cleaning & Support

For more information contact:
0191 433 8727 / 07825 552087
apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk

Apply online at:  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/enrol

Places are limited so hurry!

0508b-JH-Feb2016

If you are:
Recently unemployed, are confident you have 
the skills to find work but just need a bit of help 
or access to a computer then come along to our 
weekly job club, Wednesdays 3.30-5.30pm.

If you have been:
Out of work for between six weeks and six months 
and need some help with refining your interview 
techniques or CV then come along to our three week 
full time course, Monday - Friday, 9.30am-3.30pm.

If you are:
More long term unemployed, need help with most 
aspects of finding work and lack IT skills then come 
along to our six week part time course, Monday - 
Friday, half days only.

If you need:
Help deciding on what job is right for you, have 
little or no work experience and lack IT skills or 
confidence then come along to our 12 week course, 
Monday - Friday - half days only.

If you need:
A lot of support, lack confidence, have a physical 
or mental health need or claiming ESA then come 
along to our 12 week course, Monday - Wednesday, 
half days only.

If you have:
Recently made a claim for JSA and need help in 
using Universal Credits or setting up an email 
account then come along to our drop in session, 
Tuesdays 9-11am.

Our team can 
help you realise 
your potential.

Gateshead Council learningSkills 
Helping you to find the job you deserve
We have a wide range of support for anyone who wants a job. You don’t need  
to be claiming benefits to qualify - just have a willingness to work.

To book an appointment to speak to us please call: 0191 433 8646  
text: 07714 957 898 or email: employability@gateshead.gov.uk



19@GMBCouncil gatesheadcouncilwww.gateshead.gov.uk

Bill Quay Farm is gearing itself up for a 
raft of new arrivals in the Spring - from 
piglets and lambs to chicks and kids 
(the baby goat variety!)

But as well as offering a great day out 
for the family, the farm can provide 
some unique learning activities for 
schools – either at the farm or at the 
school itself.

Education Officer Skye Lindsay is keen 
to get more schools involved, she said: 
“Education is a key part of the farm’s 
role and schools in the borough can 
either bring a class to the farm or have 
the farm come to the classroom – 
both of which include a small animal 
roadshow where you can meet and get 

up close to a small animal 
from the farm.

“On site we can offer 
schools activities such as pond dipping, 
minibeasts and gardening workshops. 
It’s great fun and you learn a lot about 
the farm and our animals.”

For more information on the farm’s 
educational activities call Skye 
Lindsay on 0191 441 9715 or  
skye@billquayfarm.org.uk   
For prices visit www.billquayfarm.
org.uk  The farm is open daily  
9am-5pm and is free to visit. 

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Farmyard to schoolyard

St Mary’s bookshop
Gateshead’s newest bookshop housed 
within St Mary’s Heritage Centre is 
hosting a series of special ‘meet the 
author’ events during the spring.

Andrew Clark, author of ‘Newcastle’s 
Old Pubs’ will give an illustrated talk on 
Saturday 9 April at 11am called ‘Pubs, 
Brewers and Beer’.  He’ll recount the rise 
and fall of many well-known or more 
obscure local brewers. Tickets are free, 
but it’s advised to book in advance.

Gateshead Local History Society has 
compiled a second book to follow their 
2012 publication ‘Gateshead’s Grand 
Houses’. Called ‘Gateshead’s Grand 
Houses Revisited’, this book highlights 
more of the town’s interesting large 
houses and the people who lived in 
them. 

Signed copies of the book will be 
available to buy at this free event on 
Saturday 7 May, at 10.30am.

The bookshop boasts one of the 
biggest selections of local history books 
in the region and is open Tuesday-
Saturday from 10am-4pm.  

For more information or to book 
tickets visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
whatson call 0191 433 4699 or email 
heritage@gateshead.gov.uk

The Hydraulic Crane pub – once located on Scotswood Road in Newcastle

Return of US 
crime author 
Fans of bestselling US crime 
author Jeffery Deaver will 
be delighted to hear that 
he’s making a return visit to 
Gateshead Central Library to talk 
about his latest novel.

This time, he’ll be describing 
‘The Steel Kiss’, an action-packed 
thriller about a race against 
the clock to unmask a brilliant 
killer who turns commonplace 
products into murder weapons.

Crime month

Jeffery Deaver’s visit is one of 
the highlights of Crime Month 
currently taking place this March 
at libraries across Gateshead.  His 
talk is on Wednesday 23 March 
at 7pm and tickets cost only £3, 
or free if you are a member of 
a Gateshead Libraries’ Reading 
group and Friends Group.

To find out about other events 
coming up during Crime 
Month visit www.gateshead.
gov.uk/whatson
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Did you know?
· Kittiwakes 

are on the 
UK’s Red List 
of Birds of 
Conservation 
Concern, 
because they 
are declining 
around 
the coasts 
of northern Britain.  But our 
kittiwakes are doing well despite 
declines experienced elsewhere.

·  Our kittiwakes nest further inland 
than any other kittiwakes in the 
world. 

 ·  Three kittiwakes hatched at our 
Tower have crossed the North Sea 
and been found at a breeding 
colony at Boulogne in France, in 
the last few years. 

Contact Peter Bell on 0191 433 3526, or peterbell@gateshead.gov.uk 
To find out more about kittiwakes, visit the natural history society Northumbria 
website www.nhsn.ncl.ac.uk

Beat the burglars by:
• Keeping windows and doors locked  

when you are in or not at home

• Fitting an approved burglar alarm system

• Closing curtains and setting  
light timers if you go out in the evening

• Fitting a letter-box cage to stop intruders 
reaching inside

• Not hiding spare keys in the garage, shed 
or outside

• Keeping your garden shed locked too

For more advice on keeping your home 
safe, visit www.northumbria.police.uk

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Beat the burglars
A rise in opportunistic burglaries in the 
borough has led to a call for us all to be 
more vigilant.

We can all keep burglars at bay simply 
by keeping things locked and valuables 
such as wallets, purses, jewellery and 
car keys out of sight.  Tools and bikes 
in garden sheds are also an attractive 
opportunity for would-be burglars.  

Inspector Lee Gosling, from the 
Gateshead Central Neighbourhood 

Policing Team, said: “Burglaries in 
Gateshead are still relatively low and 
unfortunately the ones that have 
happened are mostly down to burglars 
taking advantage of an unlocked door 
or window.”

If your home has no security measures 
in place, you’re five times more likely 
to be burgled than those with simple 
security measures. Good window locks 
and strong deadlocks will reduce the 
risk of a break-in. 

Gateshead’s Kittiwake Tower Local 
Nature Reserve has just had a makeover, 
ready for the new breeding season.

And the birds (and visitors) can all 
enjoy the improved environment 
following the clean-up of a small area 
of contaminated land around the 18-
year old Kittiwake Tower.  This area has 
also been seeded with a wildflower 
mix, linking it with the surrounding 
wildflower meadows elsewhere in the 
nature reserve and along Saltmeadows 
riverside, improving the land around 
the Tower for wildlife.

A successful breeding season last year 
saw over 90 nesting pairs of kittiwakes 
packed onto the tower’s ledges - up 15 
per cent on the previous year.  

You can look out for the birds returning 
to their high-rise home on the Tower 
from late March onwards.  They will 
build nests and stay until the end of 
August, then go back out to sea for 

the rest of the year.  The best time to 
see them with chicks is in late June 
and July.  You can view the Tower from 
the east end of South Shore Road, by 
the Keelman’s Way riverside path, on 
Saltmeadows riverside.

If you’d like a closer look, the popular 
‘Kittiwake Cam’ should be operating 
again at BALTIC, giving live images 
of the kittiwakes which nest on the 
ledges there, in a project led by Durham 
Wildlife Trust.

Des res for Kittiwakes

Drowning in a sea 
of debt?
Time to take control. If you’re finding 
it hard to manage your debts, or have 
missed mortgage or rent payments 
and are worried about losing your 
home, the Council’s debt advice team 
can help with issues such as:

 •  Contacting your creditors and  
re-negotiating your payments

•  Checking your benefit entitlement

•  Prioritising your debts

•  Advice on responding to county 
court letters

Contact the debt advice team 
on 0191 433 3174 or email 
housingadvice@gateshead.gov.uk

Photo: Dan Turner
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A new friend can make all the difference
When local resident Joan decided to 
volunteer for Community Links, she 
didn’t think she’d be still be doing it 
eight years later, and have made a friend 
for life.  But that’s just what’s happened.  

Community Links is a council run 
volunteering service that provides 
support and friendship to adults with 
learning disabilities in Gateshead.   

It supports people like Anne, who was 
befriended by Joan and who loves 
going to the cinema, or Richard who 
needs support to learn how to use the 
computer, or the Harvest and Help 
allotment group who need green 
fingered friends to help them grow 
their greens!

We caught up with Joan and Anne on 
their regular visit to the cinema at the 
metrocentre.  Joan told us: “We’ve been 
friends for eight years now and I really 
enjoy our days out.  At first I went into 
volunteering to gain skills to help me 

find a job as a carer, but I have got so 
much more out of it.  It’s true that you 
benefit as much as the person you are 
supporting.  I’m still doing it, so what 
more can I say!”

And Anne added: “I like Joan, she’s a 
nice lass a good company.”  

Your skills and support can really make 
a difference to helping them and many 
others join in their local communities, 
and take part in events and leisure 
activities.  And you’ll benefit too – from 
learning new skills that will help you in 
your career, to making new friends and 
the satisfaction of helping people in 
your local community.

To find out more about volunteering 
with Community Links please contact 
them on 0191 433 3262 or email 
heatherchapman@gateshead.gov.
uk or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
communitylinks

Gateshead Council has boosted the 
number of best-selling novels now 
available as e-books after its e-book 
supplier has signed agreements with 
a number of top publishing houses 
including Harper Collins, Penguin 
Random House and Faber & Faber.

 We’ve been able to add works by 
more than 20 of the most popular 
modern authors, as well as a selection 
of film and TV tie-ins such as ‘The 
Martian’ by Andy Weir and ‘The Man in 
the High Castle’ by Philip K Dick.

So you can now download novels 
by top-selling authors such as Karin 
Slaughter, James Patterson, Tess 
Gerritsen and David Walliams. Titles 

including ‘Go Set A Watchman’ by 
Harper Lee,’ Girl On The Train’ by Paula 
Hawkins and current Top 10 bestseller 
‘Disclaimer’ by Renee Knight are all 
now available free of charge from the 
libraries website.  A huge selection of 
non-fiction titles is also available.

Cabinet Member for Culture, Sport 
and Leisure, Councillor Gary Haley 
said: “Latest sales figures suggest 
that the public demand for e-books 
is rising by around 15% per year, so 
it’s essential that public libraries are 
on board with this public shift from 
printed page to digital platform.

“One of the most attractive features 
of our e-book library – apart from 

the fact that it’s 
free, is that you 
don’t need to 
physically visit a 
library to borrow 
a book. You can download 
it at home, at work, on the bus home - 
in fact anywhere you have an internet 
connection. And you don’t need to 
wait until the library opens. You can 
download a new book in the middle 
of the night if you want to.”

All of the titles are available to 
download via the Gateshead 
Library website, where there are 
also full instructions. Go to  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/libraries

More best sellers for free

Looking forward
Our fourth Gateshead Volunteers’ Month takes place in June.  
It’s a rollercoaster of volunteering that has seen hundreds of  
people take up volunteering opportunities, attend events and  
get involved with scores of local organisations.

Plans are currently being put into place, but we’ll feature information in our 
June issue of Council News.   There’ll also be updates on our website  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering

Voluntary and 
community groups!  

Check out help and resources 
available to you.
 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
volunteering

Anne (left) with volunteer Joan

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE
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JOBS AND ECONOMY

Funding on offer to boost rural economy
Projects in Gateshead can share in more 
than £2 million worth of European 
funding now available to strengthen 
the economy of rural areas.

Small businesses, farmers, foresters and 
communities can apply for grants for 
projects that create jobs and benefit the 
local economy.

Under the North Pennine Dales LEADER 
programme, the eligible projects may 
increase farm and forestry production, 

boost rural tourism or support small 
and micro businesses and farm 
diversification.

Bids are also welcome for projects 
which provide cultural and heritage 
activities or offer rural services. By 
funding projects put forward by 
people, groups and businesses in the 
area it also hopes to target areas that 
the communities themselves see as a 
priority.

Running until 2020, the programme 
covers an extensive rural area across 
Gateshead, County Durham and south 
of Northumberland. 

To find out more contact 
northpenninedales@durham.gov.uk 
or 03000 266 895 or visit  
www.durham.gov.uk/npdleader

Advice from one 
business to another
Gateshead resident and business 
support and training professional 
Gillian Middleton has spent many years 
advising people on how to grow their 
businesses.

But when it came to starting up her 
own business she was happy to take 
advice from one of the Council’s 
business advisers.

She also attended one of our free 
‘Enterprise for you?’ workshops. These 
regular sessions provide information on 
all aspects of becoming self-employed 
such as business structures, tax and 
dealing with HM Revenue & Customs, 
regulation and business planning.

Through the Job Centre, Gillian 
found she also qualified for the New 
Enterprise Allowance programme, 
which supports unemployed people 
to set up a business with a financial 
allowance for 26 weeks.

Gillian said: “So far, self-employment has 
been better than I expected. The time 
was right for me to take the plunge 
into working for myself.  Now I’d like to 
develop my work with individual SMEs 
and provide bespoke plans to help 
them grow.

“I got some valuable help from the Job 
Centre and from my Business Adviser at 
the Council. We have bounced ideas off 

one another and he has challenged and 
encouraged me. We are still meeting 
up for regular reviews and I like this 
support.”

Entrepreneur Gillian Middleton

The next Enterprise for You? workshops will be on 23 March and 6 April. To book a place, or for 
information on the support available when setting up a business, talk to a business adviser on 
0191 433 2037, or email economicdevelopment@gateshead.gov.uk

Jobs for young people
If you are 16-24, live in Gateshead 
and are unemployed – we can help 
you get a job.  From chefs to admin 
officers, warehouse operatives to lab 
technicians, there’s a job out there for 
you.

Just think, if you meet our criteria, 
you could be working this time 

next month.   We’re able to do this 
because the Council is part of a 
regional project called Generation NE 
which aims to match young people 
with local employers who have jobs 
available now.

Depending on your skills and 
circumstances, our team of 

experienced employment advisers 
can help you get that all important 
job, but also offer you a range of other 
opportunities such as:

·  Apprenticeships

· Traineeships

· Work experience

To find out more visit go to www.gateshead.gov.uk/GENE or contact us on 0191 490 9480, text 0782 5833 624  
or email generationNE@gateshead.gov.uk

If you are a local business and would like to find out more about how we can help you connect with the region’s next 
generation of employees, visit the Generation NE website www.generationne.co.uk

The LEADER programme is part of the Defra’s 
Rural Development Programme for England and 
is funded by the European Agricultural Fund for 
Rural Development.



Earn while you learn
Getting the first foot on to the career 
ladder can be hard.  An apprenticeship 
can be a great way to learn new skills, 
gain qualifications and earn money at 
the same time. 

Gateshead Council offers a range 
of apprenticeships in the areas of 
construction and transport to help learn 
a trade and gain valuable experience.

We are currently looking for 
enthusiastic young people to join us 
and become part of our team. We 
have vacancies for apprentice motor 
vehicle fitters, plumbers, heating and 
ventilation engineers and highways 
operatives.

All of our apprenticeships offer full 
time employment and training to 
achieve an Apprenticeship/Advanced 

Apprenticeship in Construction or 
Transport. As well as getting practical 
experience on site, our apprentices gain 
trade qualifications and functional skills 
as well as a good starting salary.

To apply you must be aged 16 -18 on 
Monday 5 September 2016 and either 
have or expect to gain three GCSEs 
at grade C or above including English 
and Maths (equivalent qualifications 
will be accepted). The closing date for 
applications is Monday 1 April 2016. If 
selected, you will need to complete a 
series of aptitude tests followed by an 
interview.

For an application form and further 
details contact 0191 433 7354 or 
email LEStraining@gateshead.gov.uk 

A plan to conserve and celebrate the 
rich heritage of a historic Gateshead 
landscape has secured £2.2 million from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund towards a 
£3.4 million scheme.  

The Land of Oak & Iron project focuses 
on the Derwent Valley, which takes in 
a swathe of rural Gateshead. The area 
has a fascinating industrial heritage of 
pioneering ironworks, steel furnaces 
and sword making. 

The four year scheme is underway and 
includes projects such as: 

• restoring the 17th century ironworks 
at Winlaton Mill and Whinfield Coke 
Ovens near Highfield; 

• a new wetland at Shibdon Meadow; 
and 

• a project focusing on the old 
waggonways which were used to 
transport coal from the collieries to 
the staithes on the Tyne. 

Plans for young people and volunteers 
to learn new skills are included, along 
with wildlife and geological surveying 
training, educational activities for 
schoolchildren, a proposal for a 

Land of Oak & Iron sculpture trail 
within Derwenthaugh Park and the 
celebration of traditions such as Rapper 
Dancing. A Land of Oak & Iron Heritage 
Centre is also in the early stages of 
development.  

The Land of Oak & Iron Landscape 
Partnership includes Groundwork NE & 
Cumbria, with Gateshead Council as a 
key partner. 

If you would like to get involved 
with the Land of Oak & Iron 
scheme contact Lisa Stephenson at 
Groundwork NE & Cumbria on  
01207 524 865.  Further details 
about the Partnership can also be 
found at 
www.landofoakandiron.org.uk 

Landscape scheme secures lottery grant
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A poignant visit by Belgian relatives of 
people who lived and worked in Birtley 
during World War I took place recently, 
organised by the Birtley Heritage Group 
and supported by the Council.

They were in Birtley to visit the site of 
Elisabethville – the village named after 
the Belgian Queen and where around 
4,000 Belgians lived and worked at the 
munition factory next to the village 
between 1914-18.  The group also 
visited the graves of Belgian soldiers 
who died and are buried locally.

This unique site was administered by 
the Belgian authorities and, as well as 
housing, it had its own church, primary 
school, market, public laundries and 
baths, a police station and prison.

The 15-strong group were 
accompanied by Dirk Muscoot, a 
Belgian author of a new book on the 
Birtley Belgians.  Beamish Museum 
supplied Dirk with the photographs for 
the book and is also working with the 
heritage group to create an App that 
can be downloaded and used when 
people visit the village.

During their visit, they attended a 
community event at Birtley Library 
hosted by the Birtley Heritage Group, 
took a tour of Elisabethville, and visited 
the Belgian Cemetery where poppies 
were put on the 13 graves there, and 
scattered in the area where other 
Belgians are buried.  

To find out more or to get involved 
in the Birtley Heritage Group please 
contact birtleyheritagegroup@
hotmail.co.uk

A new community hub developed 
by Edberts House with local people 
from Old Fold and Nest Estates in east 
Gateshead is now open.  

Pattinson House is the latest project 
spearheaded by Edberts House and is 
its fourth project in the area.  Created 
from two disused shops, it is now a 
light, multi-functional space for local 
people and organisations to use.  

And people visiting Pattinson House 
will soon enjoy the smell of freshly 
baked bread with the installation of 
a bread oven offering local people 
the chance to learn how to bake and 
make great artisan loaves and rolls. 

Sarah Gorman from Edberts House 
said: “Pattinson House is a fantastic 
space and everyone involved is 
delighted at the transformation 
from empty shops to a wonderful 
community hub. I’d like to thank 
everyone involved as well as the 
People’s Health Trust who provided 

News in brief
Spring concert

Friends of Holy Cross Spring concert 
- Saturday, 30 April at 7.30 pm, 
Holy Cross Church Ryton. Features 
Ovingham & District Choir and 
Durham University Brass Band. Tickets 
£7 from John Robinson 0191 413 
1397, David Higdon 0191 413 4016 
and Richard Taylor 0191 413 3942. 

The Ryton connection  
Over 2,000 more households in Ryton 
are now able to connect to superfast 
fibre broadband as part of a major 
scheme to roll out fibre broadband 
across Gateshead to 95% of premises 
by September 2016. For more details 
visit: www.superfast-openreach.co.uk 

Easter Fair  
All are welcome to the Easter Fair 
at Chopwell Community Centre 
on Saturday 26 March. For more 
information call Tracey Charlton-
Drewett on 01207 562 462 or email 
chopwellcc@btconnect.com 

Giddy up  
Chopwell Wood Horse Riding 
Association is holding a 12-mile horse 
ride on Sunday 10 April along the 
new bridleway on Gibside Estate, 
along the Derwent Walk to Chopwell 
Wood.  For more information email 
‘chopwellwoodhra@live.co.uk’ or 
contact Pamela Richardson on 0191 
433 3648.| 

New roof  
Work to replace parts of the roof at 
St Chad’s Church in Bensham is now 
complete, making the highest part 
of the church roof watertight for the 
next 100 years. The church is now 
looking to raise funds to re-roof other 
parts of the church.

Purple Crocus display  
A colourful spectacle of over 
1,500 purple crocuses donated by 
Gateshead Rotary Club to highlight 
the ‘Stop Polio’ campaign will soon 
been in bloom opposite the Little 
Theatre in Gateshead.

IN YOUR AREA

Pattinson House

Belgian visitors to Birtley

Marit Soetaerts, author Dirk Musschoot 
and Lucien De Smet in Birtley Cemetery

Katy Gray and Kiera Heggie at the 
opening of Pattinson House

the funding using money raised by 
HealthRespect through the Health 
Lottery to get this project off the 
ground.”

Pattinson House is located at 34B 
and 36B Pattinson Gardens, NE10 
0AL. For more information about 
the work of Edberts House contact 
Sarah Gorman on 0191 469 1066 or 
email sarah@edbertshouse.org  or 
visit www.ourgateshead.org
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We can never have 
enough volunteers to 
help support the work 
of the many community 
groups, organisations, churches and 
others across Gateshead.  For a few 
hours or a few days every month – 
you can help make a difference in your 
community.  If you can help support 
any of the following organisations 
please get in touch.

• Trinity Methodist Church in Blaydon 
need help with the soup kitchen it 
runs every Monday, 9.30am-1.30pm.  
From setting up, preparing food to 
general support on the day. 

• Whickham Hermitage Gardens offer 
volunteering opportunities ranging 
from help in the café, to event 
planners and general administration 
roles.

• Two legged volunteers are needed 
to support the Chopwell Wood 

Horse Riding Association who 
organise a variety of events and 
rides as well as working with local 
disabled horse and carriage riding 
charities.

If you are interested and want to 
know more about volunteering 
opportunities in Gateshead contact 
Kate Marshall on 0191 433 3255, 
katemarshall@gateshead.gov.uk 
or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
volunteering

Volunteers needed

Green doctors
If you worry about the cost of keeping 
your home warm - you are not alone.  
And for vulnerable people and those on 
low incomes it’s even more worrying.  

But help is now available from 
Groundwork North East & Cumbria - a 
charity that works with local people to 
help them live and work in a greener 

way. Its Green Doctors scheme can help 
you take control of your fuel bills and it’s 
completely free to eligible Gateshead 
residents.

Green Doctors are experts who give 
homes a ‘check-up’, offering energy 
saving advice, installing draught 
proofing and reflective radiator panels. 
They can also advise on switching to 
cheaper providers, energy debts and 
boiler replacements.

Over the next six months, Green 
Doctors will be visiting homes across 
the borough, offering free support to 
people over 65, families with children 
under five, and pregnant women.  
Other eligible groups include those 
with a respiratory illness, a mental 
health issue, a cardiovascular disease or 
who have dementia.

Suffering from cold house syndrome? Call the Green Doctors!

For more information and to book a visit, call Jack or Taryn at Groundwork NE & Cumbria on 0191 567 2550 or email 
greendoctorplusne@groundwork.org.uk  www.groundwork.org.uk/greendoctor

Join us
Due to the growth in activities, 
Wardley Community for Change 
is looking for new committee 
members to join the group.  The 
committee meet every month 
and is looking to improve the local 
playground as well as take forward 
a number of events planned for the 
coming year.

If anyone would like to be 
involved or find out more 
find us on Facebook, Wardley 
Community for Change or call 
Kayley on 07880 235 418 or 
email kayleygarrett@icloud.com

Cosy Crow café now open
A new community café is now open run by 
Gateshead Older People’s Assembly.

Based at Deckham Village Hall on Split Crow 
Road NE8 3UB, the Cosy Crow café  is open to all 
whatever age, on Wednesday and Thursday from 
12.30-3pm.

But this is a café with a difference. The Assembly 
believes that everyone is entitled to enjoy a 
healthy, hot meal regardless of their ability to pay, 
so there are no prices on the menu and you won’t be given a bill. If you can 
afford to pay, simply place your donation in our collection box.

Anyone who would like to volunteer to help in the café is welcome –  
please call 0191 438 1721 or email lola@gatesheadopa.org.uk
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Flowers in the Vale
Local people from Clara Vale will soon 
be learning how to use scythes and 
sickles in the coming months - not 
because they’ve landed roles in the 
next series of Poldark but as part of a 
major scheme to restore lost wildflower 
meadows at the village’s nature reserve.

The ‘Flowers in the Vale’ project has 
received £7,800 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and the Council, together 
with the Clara Vale Conservation Group, 
is working with local people to bring 
the meadows back to life.

Gordon Pollinger from the conservation 
group explained:  “We can’t wait to get 
started on this fantastic project and see 
wildflowers blooming once again on 
this important site.  We want as many 
local people to play their part as we can. 
They’ll learn about the importance of 
this threatened habitat and, at the same 

time, gain the grassland management 
skills they need to sustain the meadow’s 
future.”

Clara Vale Local Nature Reserve was 
created on the site of a former colliery 
which closed in the mid- 1960s. 
Before the colliery opened, this area 
was a series of meadows next to an 
old watermill. Now, the site is slowly 
returning to nature with a mosaic of 
habitats including wetland, woodland 
and grassland. 

The land is owned by the Council and 
leased to Clara Vale Conservation 
Group who manage the reserve 
in partnership with us.  For more 
information on the project contact 
Gordon Pollinger from Clara Vale 
Conservation Group email 
gordon@pollinger.org.uk 

Focus on older 
people
Since taking over the management 
of Lobley Hill Community Centre 
from the Council two years ago, 
Groundwork NE continues to 
provide activities and events for 
people of all ages from the local 
community.

And a new project aimed at 
encouraging people over 50 to 
take part in activities has proved 
to be a big success.  Thanks to 
funding from the Kellett Fund, a 
weekly coffee morning takes place 
every Tuesday from 10.30am and 
a monthly lunch club every third 
Wednesday of the month from 
12.45pm.  Sessions on growing 
your own food and the chance to 
get involve in creating a garden for 
the whole community is also on 
the cards in the coming months.  

Leanne Defty, Project Officer at 
Groundwork said, “What’s extra 
special about this project is that 
if you find it difficult to walk or 
use public transport to get to the 
centre, we can arrange a minibus 
service to get you here, completely 
free of charge.  And we really 
welcome suggestions about what 
else they would like to do while 
they’re at the community centre 
and perhaps volunteering a couple 
of hours of their time.”

To get involved in this project 
please contact Leanne Defty 
on 07812 992 191 or email 
leanne.defty@groundwork.
org.uk.  You can also visit www.
ourgateshead.org or check out 
the centre’s Facebook page.

Gateshead Council and the friends 
of Chase Park (FOCP) have been 
working with the Heritage lottery 
fund since our last update.  This is 
the back room work required to 
organise the work and to engage 
the contractors in the delivery of the 
project.  This has now been finalised 
and the work programme has been 
agreed.

The good news is that essential tree 
works in the park has been carried 
out and archaeological studies to 
consider the heritage value of the  

park are about to start. This work 
forms the preparation for the main 
contract.

Work will start at the beginning of 
September, so there will be minimum 
disruption for park users over the 
busy summer holiday period.

For further information or  
if would like to get involved  
with the friends of Chase Park  
contact them via  
www.friendsofchasepark.co.uk  
or follow them on Facebook

Chase Park update

Want to  
get fit?
Sign up online for your GO 
membership - prices from 
£19 per month.

www.gateshead.gov.uk/GO
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Two more community resources - 
Winlaton Community Centre and 
Emma Memorial Hall, located at 
Barmoor on the Ryton/Crawcrook 
boundary are set to be run by local 
people.  

They are the latest buildings to be 
transferred from council management 

to local community management 
committees. 

As a result, they would like as many 
local people as possible to volunteer 
to help run and manage the buildings 

to make sure they continue to offer a 
wide range of activities for everyone 
to enjoy. If you have a few hours to 
spare and would like to be involved 
please get in touch.  

IN YOUR AREA

Dunston Leisure Centre’s newly 
refurbished gym reopens on 23 
March and is definitely worth a look. 
And while you’re there why not take 
advantage of our special offer?  

We’ll give you one month’s 
membership absolutely free when 
you sign up for a Go Unlimited 
membership in the centre between 
23-27 March 2016. 

As well as new décor and flooring, 
the gym will have brand new state of 
the art Technogym equipment with 
25 cardio vascular stations including 
treadmills, bikes, cross trainers and 
rowers.

There’s an entirely new section 
of resistance machines including 
pieces from the Kinesis range and a 
strength area fitted out with 11 Pure 
Strength machines. 

The new CV equipment also 
offers the world’s most advanced 
cardio screens.   With swipe-screen 

navigation you can swipe, scroll and 
click through to websites, TV and 
radio, emails, social networking sites 
and apps to stay connected while 
exercising.   

You can also track and record your 
workout by connecting to the 
Technogym wellness cloud which 
offers access to real-time training 
data, results and indoor and outdoor 
programmes. 

So what are you waiting for, 
take a look for yourself or 
phone for more information 
0191 0191 433 5757 email 
dunstonleisurecentre@gateshead.
gov.uk or www.gateshead.gov.uk/
dunstonlc

News from ‘The Mill’
Blackhall Mill Community Association 
recently undertook a survey to find out 
what local people wanted from their 
community centre.  As a result of this 
feedback and focus groups, a number 
of new activities are now available from 
‘The Mill’ as it is now known including:

• Genealogy and family history taster 
sessions

• New dance and exercise classes 

• Yoga, mindfulness and Qigong classes

• Photography taster sessions

• Film clubs for young people and 
children

Community Association member Mick 
Marston said: “After celebrating 10 years 
in our new building a fresh look at what 
we do will hopefully increase our usage 
and revenue but more importantly 
ensure that we are relevant to our ever 
changing community.”

Chopwell Community  
Centre  
The Centre celebrated 40 years of 
activity in November last year, and 
the Community Association that 
runs the Centre continues to hold 
activities and events for the benefit 
of local people.  

To find out what they have 
planned for the coming year and 
information about the range 
of groups and organisations 
who use the centre, or any 
volunteering opportunities, 
available, contact the 
administrator Tracey Charlton 
Drewett on 01207 562 462,   
or email  
chopwellcc@btconnect.com   
www.chopwellcommunitycentre.
co.uk or visit its Facebook page.

Dunston Leisure Centre offer

For more information check out The Mill’s Facebook page at  
www.Facebook.com/blackhallmill or contact Susan Ross for more information 
on 07970 706 696 or susandaveross@yahoo.co.uk

Can you help?

For Emma Memorial Hall contact Christine Squires  
squiresce1@yahoo.co.uk, 0191 413 2912 or 07941 708 817.  

For Winlaton Centre contact Janet Walton,  
winlatoncentre1@outlook.com 0191 414 4718.
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Bensham Grove and Gateshead’s 
Central Library which will be offering 
rare behind-the-scenes tours.

Exhibitions are also planned illustrating 
everything from the Belgium village of 
Elizabethville, old Felling High Street, 
the Battle of the Somme and the 

National Garden Festival plus a host 
of live performances of local music, 
storytelling and dance.

For details of all of the events and 
how to book visit www.gateshead.
gov.uk/whatson or ask at your local 
library call 0191 433 4699.

OUT AND ABOUT

Gateshead goes back in time
Gateshead libraries are preparing to go 
back in time as the finishing touches are 
put in place for this May’s Local History 
Month.

More than 40 different public events 
are being organised across the borough 
to offer you a glimpse into Gateshead’s 
past. 

You can listen to talks by local history 
experts on a huge range of subjects 
including the lost landmarks of 
Gateshead, Ryton in the 1950s, the 
Butterfly Bridge over the River Derwent 
and the forthcoming major additions to 
Beamish Open Air Museum.

Informal courses are also being offered 
to help anyone with an interest in 
doing their own research. These include 
sessions on using Gateshead’s Local 
Studies resources, how to use trade 
directories and an informal Family 
History surgery for anyone looking to 
explore their own family history.

A number of the borough’s historic 
buildings will also be throwing open 
their doors, including Winlaton Forge, 

Get Active in Gateshead
Family running sessions - Are you 
looking to get more active with your 
kids and can’t wait for those light nights 
so you can enjoy the fresh air?   Then 
join the Get Active team for a free family 
running course starting Thursday 31 
March at 4pm from Heworth Leisure 
Centre.  Booking is essential and 
children must be 8 years or over.

Running for beginners - Interested in 
running but don’t know where to begin 
or signed up for the Great North Run 
and need to get your training started? 
Look no further.   Join our free eight-
week running course for beginners 14 
years or over.   Starts Thursday 31 March 
at 5pm from Heworth Leisure Centre.  
Booking essential.

Roller-skating - Get your skates on 
and try something different!   Head to 
Gateshead International Stadium every 
Thursday at 5pm and enjoy roller-
skating for only £1 per person.    There’s 
no need to book, just turn up and don’t 
worry if you don’t have any skates as 
you can hire them on the night.

For further information or to 
book the above activities contact 
Sport, Physical Activity and Health 
Development Team on 0191 433 
8112 or email sportdevelopment@
gateshead.gov.uk

Early birds  
welcome
If you’re up with the birds and want 
to do your workout early, then 
you’ll love the new opening hours 
at Blaydon Leisure Centre.  You can 
now work out Monday to Friday 
from 6.30am. 

And ‘late birds’ can also work out 
with the centre closing at 9.45pm. 
Weekend opening hours remain 
the same 8am-4pm.

Sunderland Road School Football Team 1925



Children’s Swimming Lessons
Are you looking to start your toddler on their swimming journey? If so, 
why not Join our pre-school swimming classes and develop your child’s 
confidence in the water.

Available at all five Gateshead swimming pools, your child will be taught water 
confidence and basic movement skills, in a safe, fun environment.  They’ll 
progress through eight awards giving them the foundation skills they will 
require to learn to swim.

For more information or to book lessons 
call in or contact your local leisure 
centre.  For a list of pools see  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/swimming
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Extreme Sport Event 
live in Gateshead
Direct from sell out shows across the 
globe, the world’s greatest action sports 
show – Travis Pastrana’s Nitro Circus LIVE 
– returns to the UK this summer and 
will perform at Gateshead International 
Stadium on Friday 24 June.

North East fans will be able to witness 
the most explosive event in extreme 
sports. Combining the greatest athletes 
in the world of freestyle motocross, 
BMX and skate plus all manner of 
crazy contraptions, it’s death-defying, 
terrifying, jaw-dropping, but also 
outrageously funny - this unbelievable 
two and a half hour show is suitable for 
all the family.

Featuring 30 of the world’s best extreme 
athletes including Clinton Moore, Josh 
Sheehan, Steve Mini, Cam Sinclair, 
Hannes Ackerman, Daniel Bodin, Jamie 
Squibb, Andy Buckworth and ‘Wheelz’ 
plus a host of ridiculous contraptions 
being launched into the air, off the one-
of-a-kind 40-foot high Gigant-A-Ramp.

This is your chance to see the biggest 
action and extreme sports tour on the 
planet – at Gateshead International 
Stadium.

For further information or to book 
tickets visit www.nitrocircus.com

Did you know?
Did you know that all children 

under 4 years old can swim FREE  
at any Gateshead Council 

swimming pool?   

Looking for something to do with the kids 
during the Easter holidays?   Well you can now 
swim more for less with a family swim pass.

A pass for up to two adults and two children is 
only £10 per visit, for all visits during the Easter 
holidays (one visit per day).

Available at your local leisure centre reception.

Family Swim Pass

Get bowling
Did you know that Gateshead 
has 18 outdoor bowling clubs 
and they are currently looking for 
new members to join for the new 
season?

Bowls is a fantastic way to take part 
in light exercise, socialise and meet 
new people. It’s an inclusive activity 
and open to all abilities. 

To find out where your local 
club is please contact either Val 
Jennings on 0191 499 0894 or 
Frank Smith on 0191 487 3925.



30 Gateshead Council News March - May 2016

FEATURE

All that jazz!
As always, there’s the best of the 
UK, European and International jazz 
scene, hotly-tipped emerging talent 
and exciting cross genre artists with a 
programme that truly brings something 
for everyone. 

Sponsored by Gateshead’s Team Cycles, 
is the UK’s biggest held under one roof 
and runs from Friday 15 - Sunday 17 
April 2016 at Sage Gateshead.

Headliners include GRAMMY award-
winning singer Gregory Porter, 
leading British saxophonist and 
festival favourite Courtney Pine, 
Mobo award-winning pianist, Zoe 
Rahman and trumpeter/composer and 
former member of Art Blakey’s Jazz 
Messengers, Terence Blanchard with his 
new quintet, the E-Collective. 

Headlining on Sunday night is 
American soul maestro Charles Bradley. 
His well-documented against-all-odds 
rise saw him transcend a bleak life on 
the streets before being discovered by 
Daptone Records.

The festival welcomes saxophonist Phil 
Meadows who is fast emerging as one 
of the UK’s most creative young jazz 
musicians. In a special matinee concert 
Phil and his band will be joined by our 
very own Royal Northern Sinfonia and 
youth ensemble Jambone performing a 
new arrangement of his acclaimed suite 
Lifecycles. 

Café Society Swing features stellar 
vocalists and some of the UK’s finest 
jazz musicians in a show that tells the 
true story of the legendary New York 
nightclub that promoted racial equality 
and great music.  

Also joining the line-up are Liane 
Carroll, John Surman, Alexander 
Hawkins Trio,  Arun Ghosh, Ibrahim 
Maalouf, Simon Spillet, Evan Parker, 
WorldService Project, Kris Bowers, 
Roberto Fonseca and more! 

The Festival takes place Friday 15  
- Sunday 17 April.  For more 
information and to book tickets visit 
www.sagegateshead.com/gijf or call 
the Ticket Office on 0191 443 4661.

Gateshead International Jazz Festival

COMPETITION: Win Jazz Festival tickets
We have a pair of tickets to give away for THREE of the concerts.   
Please tick the concert you would like to attend: 

   Double Bill: Courtney Pine & Zoe Rahman and Terence Blanchard E-Collective (Saturday 16 April, 7.30pm)

   Phil Meadows ‘Lifecycles’ with Royal Northern Sinfonia and Jambone (Saturday 16 April, 2pm)

   Café Society Swing (Sunday 17 April, 2pm)

Name

Address

Email

Phone Number
 
You can send us your details/preferred concert by: 
Email: councilnews@gateshead.gov.uk
Post (you don’t need a stamp):  Freepost COUNCIL NEWS (nothing else is required on your envelope)

DEADLINE:  All entries must be received by Monday 4 April 2016.  Thank you and good luck!

$

Courtney Pine  

and Zoe Rahman

Terence 

Blanchard

Charles 
Bradley

Phil 
Meadows
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WHAT’S ON

Highlights

Sculpture 30 Festival 

Until September 2016

The Sculpture 30 Festival celebrates 
30 years of Gateshead’s Family 
Sculpture Day and Public Art 
Programme. Look out for Sculpture 
30 workshops, exhibitions and 
events including letter carving, set 
design workshops, an imaginative 
performance, sculpture tours and 
opportunities to meet the artists!

For more information visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Local History Month 

Throughout May

Love local history?  Then you’ll love 
Local History Month as more than 
40 different public events are being 
organised across the borough to 
offer you an insight into Gateshead’s 
heritage. From talks, courses and 
exhibitions to tours around historic 
buildings, the month promises to be a 
fantastic window on the past.  

Full details about all events and how 
to book will be available soon at 
wwwgateshead.gov.uk/whatson, 
from your local library or by calling 0191 
433 4699.

The Late Shows

Friday 13 & Saturday 14 May

The North East’s ultimate weekend 
of after-hours culture returns for the 
tenth time. Come and join the party! 
Over 50 arts and heritage venues 
across Gateshead and Newcastle 
open their doors late to present 
a one-off programme of behind-
the-scenes tours, exhibitions, 
performances, street food and 
revelry. Free entry and free bus 
services to help you see and do as 
much as possible. 

For more information visit  
www.thelateshows.org.uk  
or follow @thelateshows on Twitter

April

Saturday 2 April 
Gateshead Quays Art Walk 

Meet at St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 1pm-
3.30pm, explore some of the Public Art 
works along Gateshead Quays, with 
Gateshead Council’s Public Art Curator. 
£3, to book call 0191 433 8420 or visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Saturday 2 April - Saturday 21 May
Iceland - Before & After: An 
exhibition by David Goard

The Gallery, Gateshead Central Library. 
This exhibition by artist David Goard 
is a mixture of drawing, painting and 
performance film reflecting his recent 
residency at Listhús, an international art 
centre in the north of Iceland.  Free.

Thursday 7 April - Saturday 9 April

Some Enchanted Evening – The 
Songs of Rodgers and Hammerstein

Caedmon Hall, Prince Consort Road. 
7.15pm. Tickets £7, available from Mrs 
M Hall, 0191 477 6924.

Friday 8 April
Family Felting Workshop 

St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 1pm-3pm, 
creative workshop for all the family. 
Create your own felted flowers, Easter 
eggs, bunnies and chicks! Suitable for 
children aged 4+, £3, to book call 0191 
433 8420 or visitwww.gateshead.gov.
uk/whatson

Wednesday 13 April
Spring Flowers Glass Workshop with 
Effie Burns

Wailes Room, Gateshead Central 
Library, 6pm - 8.30pm.  Learn how to 
make fused glass hanging decorations, 
ticket price includes making two glass 
hanging decorations to take away. £10, 
suitable for 14yrs+, to book call 0191 
433 8420 or visitwww.gateshead.gov.
uk/whatson

Thursday 21 April
Jumpin Hot Club presents: An 
Evening with Martin Stephenson 

Caedmon Hall, 8pm Martin 
Stephenson’s 30 year career was 
destined to be a lifelong journey 

through the music he loved: folk, 
ragtime, jazz, rockabilly, show tunes, 
punk-pop and country. £14.  
To book call 0191 433 8420 or visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Saturday 23 April
Wedding Showcase at St Mary’s 
Heritage Centre

Our Wedding Showcase will give 
you the ideal opportunity to see this 
beautiful venue partly set up for a 
wedding reception.  If you can’t make 
the showcase, please call 0191 433 
4699 to arrange a different time to look 
around.  

Monday 25 – Saturday 30 April
Death in High Heels by Richard Harris

Little Theatre, Saltwell View, 
7pm. Tickets £8 (concs available). 
Contact 0191 478 1499 or email 
littletheatregateshead@gmail.com

Wednesday 27 April
Creative Baby! 2016

Shipley Art Gallery, 1-2.30pm, Activities 
designed especially for babies from 



If you want to advertise an event for free please add your listing to the community website www.OurGateshead.org

For full listings or to book tickets  at 
Sage Gateshead call 0191 443 4661 or 

visit www.sagegateshead.com

For latest exhibitions and events at  
Baltic visit www.balticmill.com

This is just a taste of events across 
Gateshead.  For more see  

www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

If you want to advertise an event for free please add your listing to the community website www.OurGateshead.org

WHAT’S ON

newborn to 12 months. Explore colour, 
texture, pattern and more in hands-on 
and exciting ways. £5 per baby per 
session.  For more info and to book - 
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk

Friday 29 April - 1 May
GIFT

Venues across Gateshead. GIFT is an 
International Festival of new theatre 
and is back for 2016. Look out for events 
taking place in venues and locations 
across Gateshead. For more information 
and updates: visit www.giftfestival.co.uk 
or follow GIFT on Twitter @giftfest

Friday 29 April - 1 May
Gateshead Beer and Music Festival

Gateshead Rugby Club, Low 
Fell. Tickets £12 and £30 for a 
weekend pass, available from www.
gatesheadbeerfestival.co.uk Ticket 
price includes a free festival programme 
and souvenir glass. Follow on twitter 
@Gateshead_Ale or Facebook at 
Gateshead Beer & Music Festival.

May

Tuesday 3 May
Baby Book Club

Whickham Library, every Tuesday, 
2.15pm. Stories for little ones. Free. 

Friday 6 May
Ceilidh Dance with Fiddlers Elbow

St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 7.30-
10.30pm. Night of social dancing with 
local band Fiddlers Elbow, bringing 
their own style and traditional sound to 
a ceilidh for everyone. Pay bar available. 
£5, to book call 0191 433 4699 or 
visitwww.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Wednesday 11 May
Paper Cutting Workshop with Fiona 
Jamieson

The Gallery, Gateshead Central Library 
6-8.30pm. Introductory workshop in 

paper cutting where you  will make at 
least two intricate designs and come 
away with a wealth of ideas to work on 
at home. £10, suitable for age 16+, to 
book call 0191 433 8420 or visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Thursday 12 May and 24 May
Shipley Behind-the-Scenes Art Tours 

Shipley Art Gallery, 1.30-3pm, Join 
members of Gateshead University of 
the Third Age and see some of the 
artwork in the Shipley’s collection 
which is not currently on public display. 
£2.50 including refreshments.   
For more info and to book -  
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk

Friday 13 May
Crafty Knitters

Birtley Library, meet every Friday from 
2-4pm, Bring your current knitting or 
craft project and enjoy a natter! Free, 
no booking required. Refreshments 
available.

Sunday 15 May
‘Noel Dennis/Paul Edis Quartet’ at 
Blaydon Jazz Club

Black Bull, Bridge Street, Blaydon, 8pm. 
Chet Baker/Miles Davis style jazz. £5, 
pay on the door, for more details call 
0191 414 2846.

Tuesday 24 May
It’s Bedlam in here!  A Local History 
Talk

St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 7pm. Join 
Pat Lowery for this interesting talk 
exploring the world of the ill and 
destitute. £3.  
To book call 0191 433 4699 or visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Saturday 28 May  
A Day At The Ballet With The Cobweb 
Orchestra

Sage Gateshead, 1.30pm, join 
conductor Peter Crompton for an 
afternoon of romantic ballet repertoires 

including Tchaikovsky’s ‘Sleeping 
Beauty’ and selections from Coppelia, 
Giselle and Les Sylphides. For tickets 
visit www.sagegateshead.com

Until 30 May 
The Cyphers – Hajra Waheed

BALTIC, The Cyphers is Hajra Waheed’s 
first UK museum solo exhibition and 
expands upon Still Against the Sky a 
recent presentation at KW, Berlin.  
For more information visit  
www.balticmill.com

June

Friday 3-Sunday 12 June 2016
Jesterval Comedy Festival
The best of live comedy from 
household names to hotly-tipped acts 
alongside the best local talent.  It’s not 
just for the grown-ups either as there 
are family shows during the morning 
and afternoon on Saturday and Sunday.   
At Baltic Square, Gateshead Quays.  
Further information and ticket prices at 
www.jesterval.com 

Monday 6 – Saturday 11 June
Nobody’s Perfect a modern comedy 
by Simon Williams

Little Theatre, Saltwell View, 
7pm. Tickets £8 (concs available). 
Contact 0191 478 1499 or email 
littletheatregateshead@gmail.com

Thursday 9 June
Jumpin Hot Club Presents  
Dan Baird & Homemade Sin (USA)

Exclusive intimate evening with Dan 
Baird, Warner E. Hodges and Mauro 
Magellan playing stripped down 
acoustically with a few electric guitar 
solos, small drum kit and an electric 
bass. 8pm. Tickets £15. Book online 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson  
or call 0191 433 6965.
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For any other waste and recycling 
enquiries visit our website:
www.gateshead.gov.uk or phone 
0191 433 7000

Bank Holiday Waste
and Recycling 
Collections
This Easter, if your bin collection falls on 
Good Friday (25 March), it will be collected 
a day later on Saturday 26 March.
Other collection dates are not affected.

Check your bin collection dates online:
www.gateshead.gov.uk/binchecker

Bank Holiday Waste and Recycling Collections ad Feb 2014_Layout 1  19/02/2016  13:03  Page 1



The North East’s biggest 10k

greatrun.org

JOIN THE WORLD’S FAVOURITE RUN
Date Distance

10k3 July

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT NITROCIRCUS.LIVE

FRIDAY 24 JUNE
GATESHEAD

INTERNATIONAL STADIUM

It works like this…
Every few months we email you an exclusive online 

survey relating to council services or local issues.  

For every survey you complete, we’ll enter you into a  
prize draw where you could win anything from  

an iPad to shopping vouchers.

If you’re a Gateshead resident  aged 18+   
why not join Gateshead Council’s 

online residents panel.

www.gateshead.gov.uk/consultations

If your child is 2 or coming up to their second birthday, please 
contact us to check if you are entitled to 15 hours of free 
early education and childcare with most of Gateshead’s day 
nurseries and some pre-schools and childminders.

Where they can:

l Have fun

l Learn through play

l Make new friends

l Experience new activities

l Get a good start to their 
education

FREE Early Education and  
childcare! For 2 year olds

For more information on this and 
details of childcare services and 
activities in Gateshead

Phone 0191 433 5118

Email	 fis@gateshead.gov.uk

You can also check your eligibility
online at www.gateshead.gov.uk/
freechildcare



Adoption

www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption 
or call 0191 433 6388  

could you... would you... 
will you?
Start your journey with Gateshead 
Council. 
Information evenings: Thursday 7 April & Thursday 7 June,  
5.30 - 7pm at Gateshead Civic Centre

Find out more at:

0191 477 5775
information@equalarts.org.uk
www.equalarts.org.uk
www.facebook.com/equalarts0



Tel: 0191 433 8333 
Email: adoptionandfostering@gateshead.gov.uk 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/fostering

Do something 
amazing in 
2016 
Give a child a family and 
a future

0191 433 2653 (8.30am-5pm) 
0191 477 0844 (out of office)WANTED!

Community Centre volunteers
To help run and manage your local community centre

We want your local community centre to offer the things you 
want and need.Without the support of volunteers we couldn’t 
do this.

Find out more about volunteering for Gateshead
www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering 
Phone Kate Marshall 0191 433 3255
Email volunteering@gateshead.gov.uk  
View the latest volunteering opportunities at: www.do-it.org.uk


