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To the Summer issue of Council 
News and change is in the air. 

Readers are probably aware that Mick 
Henry has stood aside as Council Leader 
after 14 years at the helm – we highlight 
his achievements and look forward to 
a new chapter in the Council’s history 
with new Leader, Councillor Martin 
Gannon.

There are also changes to who 
represents you on the Council following 
the May elections, and we bring 
you details of the five newly elected 
councillors.   

We have a special feature urging you 
to change how you recycle in order to 
help us (and you) save money – with a 
focus on what you can and can’t recycle 
and how small changes can make a big 
difference.

Summer is often a time when we want 
to make changes to improve our health, 
lose weight and get out more with the 
family.  So we’ve a round-up of holiday 
activities, some great incentives to 
entice you into the gym or pool more 
often and news of a Summer of Cycling 
in the borough.

Volunteering is a great way to make 
a positive change in your local 
community and in June we once again 
celebrate Volunteers’ Month – our 
annual event that highlights the events 
and opportunities open to everyone 
who wants to volunteer.

School meals are changing too with 
help from professional chef Marek 
Blonksi, who has joined our catering 
service as its first ever development 
chef.

All this, plus how we are working 
with the police to combat nuisance 
motorbikes, who’s new in Trinity Square, 
summer festivals in your area, and a 
host of events to enjoy in our what’s on 
section including your chance to win 
tickets for the popular Whickham Fake 
Festival this July.

Welcome 

Gateshead Council News is designed and published by Gateshead Council’s Communications 
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For delivery queries please contact: 0191 415 5527.  Printed by Acorn Web Offset Ltd.  
Front cover: Knitters - Susan Jackson and Yvonne Hart from Gateshead Central Library Knitting 
Club

Different formats: If you would like to receive Council News in large print, Braille,  
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Gateshead Council was recognised 
at a top national award ceremony for 
its work over the last two decades to 
transform Gateshead into a thriving 
place to live, work, visit and do business.

We were ‘highly commended’ in the 
‘Council of the Last 20 Years Awards’ 
by the Local Government Chronicle 
(LGC). This was the first time the LGC 
have given the accolade which marks 
20 years of the prestigious Local 
Government Awards.

To be highly commended for the award, 
the Council, along with partners, were 
able to demonstrate it had high quality 
efficient services that benefit residents; 
sustained excellence and innovation 
from which other councils have sought 
inspiration; and a longstanding culture 
that promotes excellence. 

We were also shortlisted in the LGC 
awards for the Service Delivery Model 
award for the South Tyne and Wear 
Waste Management Partnership.

If you don’t have a garden waste bin 
and use your household waste bin for 
this kind of waste, a new service can 
help you recycle this waste properly. 

Monthly Composting Days are now 
in place giving you the opportunity 
to bring along and dispose of all of 
your garden waste free of charge. 

The programme runs until 
October from three different sites: 
Oliver Henderson Park on the 1st 

Wednesday of the month, Saltwell 
Park on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month, and at Barmoor, Ryton on the 
3rd Wednesday of the month. 

Skips will be delivered to the car 
parks at the three sites which will then 
be collected at the end of the day 
and taken to the Council’s recycling 
contractor to be composted.

The skips are available between 
9am-3pm on these days only and 
will be supervised to ensure that 
only  garden waste is dropped off. 
This includes grass clippings, hedge 
trimmings, leaves, flowers and plants, 
small branches and twigs and small 
quantities of turf.

Please remember to remove plastic 
bags after emptying your waste 
into the skip.

NEWS

News in brief
Poppy appeal 

The Poppy Appeal held in November 
last year raised over £91,000 – up 
more than £20,000 on the previous 
year. The total raised at Gateshead 
libraries and St Mary’s Heritage 
Centre was £2,728.59. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to the 
appeal.

Top college leader

Judith Doyle, principal of Gateshead 
College has been named as the 
country’s top college leader by the 
Times Education Supplement.  Since 
taking over in 2013, the college 
has improved from Ofsted grade 
3 to grade 1 which is classed as 
‘outstanding’.

Newcastle to New York

The United Airlines service from 
Newcastle to New York began again 
at the end of May. The flights are daily 
except Wednesday, until 6 September 
2016. The return flight departs daily 
except Tuesday. To book your flights 
to go www.united.com

Athletics tournament

150 young disabled athletes took 
part in the prestigious Typhoo NE 
Regional Athletics Championships at 
Gateshead International Stadium in 
May. The event is a precursor to the 
national championships at Warwick 
in July.

Wedding showcase

St Mary’s Heritage Centre held a 
wedding event in April to showcase 
what they can offer as a venue for 
receptions.  The one day event was 
very successful with a number of 
bookings being taken.  To find out 
more about what it can offer, call 
0191 433 4699 or email heritage@
gateshead.gov.uk

Thinking Digital

The annual Thinking Digital 
conference took place in May at Sage 
Gateshead.  It featured for the first 
time an arts seminar on how arts and 
heritage organisations in the north 
east are connecting with digital and 
creative businesses.

Highly commended

Community composting days

The Council’s Chief Executive, Jane Robinson (pictured) 
is to take up a new position as Chief Operating Officer 
for Durham University.  Jane has been with the Council 
for 11 years. She said: “I’m incredibly proud of what we 
as a team at Gateshead have achieved. Gateshead is a 
fantastic place to work and I feel immensely privileged 
to have worked with such committed colleagues, 
councillors and partners. However, this is a unique 
opportunity for me to join Durham University at a very 
exciting time for the University’s future plans.”

She will leave Gateshead Council in July.

New role for Gateshead Council 
Chief Executive
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A lot has been achieved  
and I’m proud to have played  

a part.

NEWS

Councillor Mick Henry has stood down 
as Council Leader after 14 years in 
the role - the longest serving Council 
Leader in the North East.

Born in Gateshead, he has been a 
councillor for 30 years, representing 
Saltwell Ward since 1986, and will 
continue in this role.  As Leader, 
he has helped steer the Council to 
transform both Gateshead the place, 
and Gateshead the Council, enhancing 
its reputation and profile at a local, 
national and international level. He was 
awarded a CBE in 2007 for Services to 
Local Government.

Announcing his decision to stand 
down, Mick said:  “I have now decided 
that it is time for me to move on, 
allowing others to take on the vital 
role of leading the Council through the 
increasingly turbulent and challenging 
changes ahead. I have always acted in 
what I believe to be in the best interests 
of Gateshead and my commitment to 
my home town and borough remains 
steadfast; but this feels like the right 
time for me to stand aside and I look 
forward to new opportunities. It hasn’t 
been an easy decision but I’m confident 
that the Council will continue to be 
ambitious for the people of Gateshead.”

As Leader, Councillor Henry has 
played a vital role in driving forward 
most of Gateshead’s important 
strategic projects and developments, 
as well as raising the benchmark for a 
quality Council and services. Over the 
last 14 years, we have seen:

• Transformation:  Major 
regeneration through culture and 
the arts, including The Angel of 
the North, Gateshead Millennium 
Bridge, BALTIC and Sage 
Gateshead.

• Leadership: On many levels 
- from Chair of the Town 
Centre Partnership to Chair of 
Northumbria Police Authority, 
and of the influential Regional 
Association of North East Councils. 
He was also founding Chair of 
Gateshead Health and Wellbeing 
Board and inaugural Chair of The 
Leaders’ Board (which later became 
NECA, of which he was Chair and is 
now Vice Chair).

• Influence: Mick has also played a 
leading role at a local level as Vice 
Chair of Bensham and Saltwell SRB 
Project, Chair of Gateshead Local 

Strategic Partnership, and Chair of 
Gateshead Diversity Forum. 

• Improvement: The Council was 
rated a 4* excellent council in 2006.  
The Local Government Association 
Peer Review reported that 
Adult Social Care had improved 
dramatically between 2010-2014 
and Children’s Services were one 
of the few rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted 
in 2016.

• Recognition: In March this year, 
the Council was given a special 
‘highly commended’ award in 
the Local Government Chronicle 
‘Council of the past 20 years’ award. 

Council Leader steps down
Making a positive difference

Introducing new Leader of the Council, Councillor Martin Gannon
Councillor Martin Gannon - who has been Deputy Leader of Gateshead Council for the past six 
years - was formally elected as the new Council Leader at the end of May.  He was a councillor 
for Birtley from 1984 to 1992 and has been a councillor for Deckham ward since 1995. Councillor 
Gannon is married with one daughter. 

Born in County Durham, Councillor Gannon has lived in the borough for over 40 years.  He 
is actively involved in a number of major national bodies, including the Local Government 
Association. Prior to taking up his position as Deputy Leader, he was a Regional Officer for GMB 
Trade Union from 1987 to 2010.  He’ll be supported in his role by Deputy Leader, Councillor 
Catherine Donovan.

Councillor Gannon said: “I’m immensely proud of what has been achieved in Gateshead over the 
last 30 years. From when I first became a councillor, Gateshead is virtually unrecognisable, both 

the place and for the quality of services we provide. We’ve got a lot to be proud of and I am optimistic we can achieve even 
greater things in the future. 

“It will be challenging, with enormous and unprecedented cuts to our funding from central government, but myself and 
my Cabinet are determined to make Gateshead an even better place to live, work and bring up a family.” 
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Birthday boy John 
lights up the Bridge

John Bell, of Kibblesworth, was the 
lucky 90-year-old chosen by Gateshead 
Council to light up the Gateshead 
Millennium Bridge on The Queen’s 90th 
birthday in April.  

He pressed the button turning the 
bridge red, white and blue, after tea in 
the Civic Centre with the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Gateshead.

John celebrated his 90th birthday on 
April 10th. He was nominated by his 
wife Dorothy who said: “My husband 
has always been proud that he was 
born not only in the same year as the 
Queen, but the same month.” 

Born in Birtley, John has spent most 
of his life in Kibblesworth. He worked 
down the mine at Kibblesworth 
Colliery and later in the colliery medical 
centre. He served in the RAF during his 
National Service. 

An entertainer at heart, he was a 
member of Gateshead, Felling and 
other operatic societies for 65 years, 
taking many leading parts. He was also 

a member of Felling Concert Choir and 
entertained in Kibblesworth Working 
Mens’ Club in the 1950s and 60s.

A keen gardener until recent times, 
John also used to work at the 
Gateshead Flower Show, with other 
members of the Gateshead Rosecarpe 
Society, preparing the show benches 
and stewarding.

Delighted

John, who had no idea Dorothy was 
nominating him for the occasion, said: 
“I’m obviously delighted to have been 
chosen for this important ceremony for 
the Queen’s birthday... although it came 
as a shock!” 

We had a huge response to our appeal 
for nominations of Gateshead residents 
born in 1926 – the same year as The 
Queen – to light up the Gateshead 
Millennium Bridge on the big day. There 
were some lovely stories and photos 
sent in of wonderful Gateshead 90 
year olds, and we would like to thank 
everyone who wrote in or emailed us. 

John Bell celebrates after lighting up the bridge

Bridge tilts
If you want to see the famous 
Gateshead Millennium Bridge at 
full tilt this summer check out some 
of the times below when it will 
be ‘blinking’ to allow boats to sail 
underneath as well as giving you a 
great photo opportunity.  

Note - the tilts are not under the 
control of the Council and could be 
subject to cancellation at short notice.

June 
17, 24 9.15pm
19 2.40pm
22, 25 10.15pm

July
1, 15, 16  10.15pm
2, 9, 22, 29 9.15pm
8 8.15pm
18 7.05pm
23 11.05am
24 4.35pm
30 10.10pm

August
6, 19, 20, 26 9.15pm
7, 21 2.40pm
8 10.15pm
12 10.10pm
13 8.40pm

For a full list of all the tilt times 
go to our website: www.
gateshead.gov.uk/bridgetilts

Armed Forces Day
The annual flag raising will take 
place on Monday 20 June at 1pm 
outside the front of Gateshead 
Civic Centre in recognition of 
the Armed Forces community. A 
thanksgiving service will also take 
place at St Georges Church, Inskip 
Terrace, on Sunday 26 June at 
11am. Everyone is welcome.

For more information call the 
Mayor’s secretary on 0191 433 
2011 or email kathrynbreadin@
gateshead.gov.uk

Special Olympics Gateshead has 
scooped the ‘Outstanding Club’ Award 
at the prestigious North East Disability 
Sports Awards.

 
We not only picked up this great 
award, but club member Jemma 
Robinson was declared ‘Female Sports 
Personality’ for her international 
powerlifting achievements. 

The Club offers weekly training in 
nine different sports, enabling people 
with learning difficulties to take part 
in regional, national and international 
competitions. 

Visit www.specialolympics.org

Outstanding result!
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NEWS

A stunning exhibition of some of the best wildlife photographs are to go on 
display in Bewicks Gallery at Gateshead Civic Centre.

The 18 photographs are the pick of the crop from the prestigious 2016 North 
East Wildlife Photographer competition that attracted over 1,600 entries from 
keen photographers.

The competition is organised 
by the Natural History 
Society of Northumbria in 
partnership with North East 
Wildlife Trusts. The wildlife 
images showcased are the 
winners and runners-up, in 
the six categories: Wildlife in 
portraits, in Action,  
in Landscape, on phone or 
tablet and young persons. 

The overall winner, ‘Pheasant 
at Wooler’, (pictured) was 
taken by Jonathan Gaunt.

The exhibition runs from Thursday 25 August until Friday 30 September, 
8am-6pm. For more information phone 0191 433 8420 or visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Local heroes
Four local heroes from the worlds of 
entertainment, politics, the armed 
forces and the voluntary sector are to 
be recognised by bronze pavement 
plaques on Newcastle and Gateshead 
Quaysides.

Nominated by the public, the four 
new heroes include Brendan Healy, 
the much loved North-East comedian, 
actor, musician and producer.  Brendan, 
who died of cancer in February this 
year, produced the annual pantomime 
at the Tyne Theatre and appeared at 
every ‘Sunday for Sammy’ concert.

Influential cabinet minister Mo Mowlam 
is also honoured. Mo was Northern 
Ireland Secretary at the time of signing 
the Northern Ireland Peace treaty and 
was a lecturer in politics at Newcastle 
University in the 70s and 80s.

Lance Corporal Ken Rowe and his 
search dog, Sasha of the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps will also have a plaque 
on the Walk of Fame. Both were killed in 
Helmand province on July 24, 2008.

And our fourth local hero is Alison 
Kay, founder of the People’s Kitchen, 
that provides friendship and food to 
homeless people in the North-East.

Family members will be invited to a 
special event later in the summer once 
the plaques are in place.

NewcastleGateshead Local Heroes 
is delivered and managed jointly by 
Gateshead and Newcastle Councils in 
partnership with NewcastleGateshead 
Initiative.

For more information visit  
www.newcastlegateshead.com/
localheroes

Birthday  
Celebrations

A parade to celebrate HM The 
Queen’s official birthday will take 
place on Gateshead Millennium 
Bridge on Sunday 12 June at 
12.30pm. 

The parade will include the youth 
organisations of which The Queen 
is Patron, as well as members of 
the Reserved Forces, ex-service 
veterans and Standard-Bearers and 
young people representing the 
Commonwealth. This will be a fun 
day for all with music, a three gun 
salvo, a river parade and stands on 
South Shore Road car park.

For more information phone  
Major Eric Ingram 0191 213 2274 
or emailericexcav@msn.com

Come to Trinity 
Square
Trinity Square is also joining in the 
celebrations to mark the Queen’s 
90th birthday.

On 11 June, 11am-4pm, head down 
to Trinity Square for plenty of free 
family fun!  Bring the little ones 
along to make their very own crown, 
cake topper or puppet. Enjoy free 
face painting and offers.

The Academy of Music and Sound 
will also add to the entertainment as 
students perform an array of British 
classics. 

For more information visit:  
www.trinitysquaregateshead.com

Wildlife on the walls
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Councillor Allison Ilderton-
Thompson is Gateshead’s new 
Mayor.

For the past year she has been 
Deputy Mayor but now takes 
up the chains of office from 
Councillor Alex Geddes. She 
will be supported by Councillor 
Pauline Dillon as her Deputy 
Mayor.   Elected as a councillor for 
Dunston Hill and Whickham East 
since 2004, the new Mayor works 
for the NHS within a community 
health team. She is married with 
two sons.

Councillor Thompson said: 
“Having lived in Gateshead all my 
life it is a huge honour for me to 
be the Mayor of Gateshead and I 
am really excited about the year 
ahead. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my time as Deputy Mayor and 
feel very fortunate to be given 
this new opportunity. It is with 
great pride that I will represent the 
borough of Gateshead.”

The Mayor carries out many 
important duties including 
presiding over full meetings of 
the Council and representing the 
borough at civic functions.

Councillor Thompson has 
nominated the Northumbria 
Police Benevolent Fund, Forward 
Assist, Gateshead Carers and Your 
Voice as her chosen charities.

For more information phone 
the Mayor’s Secretary,  
0191 433 2011 or go to  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/mayor

NEWS

Election results
Last month, local council elections and 
the Police and Crime Commissioner 
election took place. A summary of the 
results is given below.

• Gateshead remains in Labour control 
with 54 seats

• Liberal Democrats gained one 
seat from Labour taking Pelaw 
and Heworth ward, increasing 
the number of Liberal Democrat 
councillors to 12

• Five new councillors have been 
elected

• Vera Baird (Labour) was re-elected as 
Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Northumbria

• 60% of voters used a postal vote

• Turnout was 35.20%

Full details of who represents you on Gateshead Council is on our website: 
www.gateshead.gov.uk  

A Know Your Councillor poster with contact information and surgeries will be 
available shortly to download/print from our website.  If you prefer a hard copy 
sent to you or would like more information on local councillors, contact Emma 
Armstrong on 0191 433 2280 or email emmaarmstrong@gateshead.gov.uk

Our new Mayor

New Councillors
The five new councillors are:

Deckham: Leigh Kirton (Labour)  
who replaces Councillor Brian Coates.

Low Fell: Daniel Duggan (Lib Dem) 
who replaces Councillor Frank Hindle.

Pelaw & Heworth: Ian Patterson (Lib 
Dem) who replaces Labour Councillor 
Lee Holmes.

Saltwell: Jeannie Kielty (Labour) 
pictured, who replaces Councillor 
Denise Robson.

Windy Nook & Whitehills:  
Rachel Mullen (Labour) who replaces 
Councillor Pat Ronan.

Recycle me!
Remember, once you have read this issue of Council News 
put it in the inner box of your blue recycling bin.

Gateshead Council recently 
decided not to proceed with the 
Government’s proposed North East 
Devolution Agreement offered to the 
North East Combined Authority. 

The Agreement contains plans 
to give powers, funding and 
responsibilities to the North 
East region and change the way 
decisions are made about transport 
investment, funding, skills training, 
business support, housing and 
strategic planning. 

Within the proposed agreement, 
the Government have imposed the 
creation of a Mayoral Combined 
Authority and there is concern that 
this will place too much responsibility 
on one individual. Additionally, it 

is not clear that there will be a fair 
funding agreement. Government 
may not devolve sufficient funding 
to meet the new responsibilities of 
the combined authority.

While we support genuine 
devolution for the North East, we 
feel that the current offer from the 
Government is not good enough. 
However, we will continue to have 
an open dialogue with government 
and work with our neighbouring 
local authorities, who are progressing 
with the deal, to ensure the best 
possible outcomes for the people of 
Gateshead and the North East. 

For updates and more information 
www.northeastca.gov.uk

Devolution update
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To employ an apprentice and 
apply for a £1,500 grant, contact 
Aaron Wilson in our learningSkills 
team on 0191 433 8727 or email 
apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk   

For many teenage girls Physical 
Education (PE) lessons aren’t 
usually something they look 
forward to.  But for pupils at 
Furrowfield School, PE has now 
become the most popular lesson 
of the week.

Confidence

The school in Windy Nook, which 
supports pupils aged 10 to 16 with 
special educational needs, worked 
with Dance City in Newcastle to 
develop a new approach to PE. 
Dance techniques and routines 
are used to promote team work, social 
skills and health and wellbeing.   During 
the lessons, the girls learnt a variety 
of dance ranging from freestyle to 
gymnastics to gain confidence whilst 
keeping fit. 

Michelle Richards executive  
headteacher at Furrowfield, said: “Girls 
in the school are outnumbered by 

boys by almost ten to one and we’ve 
found lessons like PE can be especially 
challenging for them. We wanted to 
make PE something that the eight girls 
at the school would find empowering, 
would help build their confidence and 
self-esteem and most importantly 
would be fun to take part in.” 

Teacher Jess Graham from Dance City 
said: “The girls at Furrowfield have 

been a joy to work with; they 
have grown so much in such little 
time. Their confidence and social 
skills have developed massively 
throughout the sessions.  All the 
girls have so much potential and I 
hope they keep it up in the future.”

All of the girls who took part for 
the sessions found them fun and 
rewarding. One said: “I think the 
dancing is amazing and fun.   
I also enjoy spending time with the 
girls.  I picked up the routines really 
quickly.” 

Another praised Dance City as a great 
organisation to work with. “Dance City 
is a fine group to work with. I would 
consider working with them again in 
the future.”

The girls will get the chance to showcase 
the skills and moves they’ve learnt 
at the school’s annual talent show, 
‘Furrowfield’s Got Talent’, in July. 

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Grow your business with an apprentice

Just dance

Employing an apprentice to help 
your business grow and flourish, 
is a great way of helping a young 
person get on the career ladder.  
And your business benefits too. 

Just ask Engica Technology, 
a leading software solutions 
company.  Since 2011, with the 
Council’s help, it has employed 
14 apprentices, seven of which 
have gone on to become full-time 
employees of the company.  It 
currently has five apprentices in 
various roles , all at different stages 
of their training apprenticeship.

Managing Director Peter 
Strassheim said: “Employing 
apprentices through Gateshead Council 
learningSkills service, has helped our 
business grow by allowing us to allocate 
work more efficiently and improve 

our response times when reacting to 
customers enquiries. They have brought 
new ideas and experiences which 
continue to strengthen us and they are 
considered as much a part of our team 
as any other member of staff.

“The Council has worked 
with us to make sure only 
apprentices of a high 
calibre, who match our high 
expectations, are invited for 
interview which reduces the 
time and resource needed 
during the recruitment process.”  

Gateshead Council’s 
learningSkills service is the 
leading authority for direct 
delivery of apprenticeships in 
the North East and specialises in 
eight vocational areas.   Brooke Gellately, Holly Burne, Caitlin Stewart and Joe Wilkinson  

Apprentices currently going through their first year at Engica.

Don’t forget the Government’s EU Referendum vote will take place on Thursday 23 June.  Everyone 
registered will be able to vote in this referendum which will decide whether or not we stay or leave 
the European Union.  Polling cards and postal vote forms have already been sent out.  

If you have not received yours or need more information contact our electoral services team 
on 0191 433 7001, email electoralregistration@gateshead.gov.uk

Jess Graham, Dance City teacher with pupils  
Zoe, Bethany  and Chardonnay
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LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Our fantastic foster carers Kittiwake Cam
Take a closer look at our kittiwakes 
as they nest on the ledges at 
BALTIC this June and July.  The 
popular Kittiwake Cam - provided 
by Durham Wildlife Trust - is 
operating again this year.

Plus in association with the Trust, 
BALTIC will be running a series of 
Spotlight Tours which will give 
you an opportunity to learn more 
about this fascinating bird and 
the significance of this particular 
nesting site on Thursday 16 June, 
21 July and 18 August at 4pm.

For more details and to view 
Kittiwake Cam visit www.
durhamwt.com/kittiwake-cam

Ofsted says ‘Good’ to Council courses
Young people and adults on Gateshead 
Council apprenticeships, study 
programmes and training courses have 
a good chance of getting into paid 
work, according to Ofsted. 

Learners’ progress towards employment 
on programmes run by Gateshead 
Council’s learningSkills service is 
‘outstanding’ and the service itself 
is rated ‘good’ overall, in a report 
published recently.

It was recognised that the service is 
now “one of the largest local authority 

apprenticeship providers in the country” 
and is becoming “a significant provider 
of skills based training in the area”, 
while still being committed to equal 
opportunity and access to learning.

A successful reshaping of the service 
meant that there was also increased 
“opportunities for young people and 
adults to develop the necessary skills 
and attributes to make them more 
employable and socially resilient.”

Inspectors praised the way the service 
turned itself around following criticism 

that too few young people were staying 
on and getting qualifications. But “well 
targeted and speedy interventions” 
meant that current learners were 
now making good progress with 
the majority on target to get their 
qualifications, said the report.

Contact the service on  
0191 433 8646 or email  
learningskills@gateshead.gov.uk  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/learningskills  
 To read the full report visit   
www.reportsofsted.gov.uk

Photograph 
Richy Johnson

Family, friends, councillors and others 
all joined in our annual celebration of 
foster carers at the Foster Carers Awards 
Ceremony in April.

This annual event gives the Council the 
chance to acknowledge the fantastic 
job our foster carers do looking after the 
children in their care, supporting each 
other along the way.  And this year’s 
event focussed on the real difference 
they can make in a child’s life now and 
in the future.

Cabinet Member for Children and 
Young People, Councillor Angela 
Douglas said: “In Gateshead there are 
297 children placed in short and long 
term foster placements, including those 
children placed with relative and friend 

foster carers.  Without our foster carers 
Gateshead Council would not be able 
to offer these children safe, nurturing 
family homes.”

Foster carers like Jacqueline Elliott 
and Harvey McConnell (pictured with 
Councillor Douglas) who won two 
awards - the Foster Carer Support 
Award and the Most Amazing Carer 
Award.  The latter saw them nominated 
by a child in their care who said of the 
couple: “They are kind to me, they buy 
me clothes, help me with my swimming 
and make me nice meals.”

The audience was also treated to dance 
and singing performances by looked 
after children and birth children of 
foster carers.  

Information days 

Information days about fostering take 
place in Bewicks at the Civic Centre on 
Wednesday 27 July, 28 September and 
30 November, 5.30-7pm.  All welcome. 

We are recruiting foster carers 
now. Contact 0191 433 8333, 
adoptionandfostering@gateshead.
gov.uk or www.gateshead.gov.uk/
fostering

Learn something new

You can enrol in person (details are in the directory) and online 
from 21 July at www.gateshead.gov.uk/adultlearning or call 0191 433 
8516/6450 from 21 July, 10am-4pm.

The new adult learning course directory for 
Autumn will be coming through your letter box 
this August.

Packed with hundreds of learning courses starting 
in September, you can learn new skills to help your 
career or job search, or take up a new hobby from 
watercolours to Italian, computers to keep fit. 



11@GMBCouncil gatesheadcouncilwww.gateshead.gov.uk

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Volunteers’ Month 2016
Local volunteers take centre stage again 
this June as we celebrate the work and 
commitment of local volunteers.

Now in its fourth year, Gateshead 
Volunteers’ Month puts the spotlight 
on the events and activities going on 
in just one month, from taster events 
to one-off celebrations with the aim 
of getting more of us to join in and 
volunteer.

During the four week period last year, 
we recruited over 200 volunteers; over 
60 events were organised and 56,000 
hours were recorded on the volunteer 
totaliser.  The Council also gave funding 
to 30 organisations and groups so they 
could hold an event during June.  And 
our celebratory event in Trinity Square 
attracted over 16,000 people.

This year we’re focussing on 
volunteering activities and 
opportunities that will help:

• Improve the local 
environment 

• Older people 

• Children and young people

• Support charity/voluntary/
community groups to grow 

To get the full picture of what’s 
happening during the month visit 
our website – www.gateshead.gov.
uk/volunteering

For further information on 
volunteering in Gateshead call us on 
0191 433 3255 or email  
volunteering@gateshead.gov.uk

People take lots 
of different paths 
into volunteering 
- it’s something 
they’ve always 
wanted to do, 
they’ve been 
helped by 
a volunteer 
themselves, or it’s simply a chance 
to make use of some spare hours 
during the week combined with a 
desire to help others.  

Take local resident Heather Gough 
(pictured) for example. She wanted 
to lose weight and took part in the 
Council’s 10-week healthy lifestyle 
programme.  

Working with wellness coach 
Lysanne Etherington at Blaydon 
Leisure Centre, she not only shed 
the pounds, but her positive 
experience led to her volunteering 
as a health buddy helping others 
like herself make the right choices 
to stay fit and well.

Health buddy Heather, now 
supports people on the healthy 
lifestyle programme at Blaydon 
Leisure Centre as well as helping 
with public health campaigns.  
She said: “I really enjoyed the 
programme - it was the only time 
I’ve ever achieved my goal of losing 
weight. I made new friends and 
now, as a volunteer, I can use my 
experience to help others do the 
same.”

If you’re interested in becoming 
a health buddy contact the 
Council’s wellness team on  
0191 433 3255 or email 
volunteering@gateshead.gov.uk

A volunteer’s story

11 June, 3-5pm - Felling Stage 
Society The group will be holding 
a celebration for the Queen’s 90th 
Birthday at Felling Methodist 
Church.  Afternoon tea and music. 
Plus a display of photographs and 
memorabilia of Royal visits to the 
region.  Tickets £6 contact Bea 
Atkinson – 0191 482 0994  
bea.atkinson@hotmail.co.uk

22 June - Skills 4 Work Gateshead 
Limited.  The group will be running 
a wellbeing event showcasing 
the work of its volunteers and 
encouraging new volunteers to get 
involved.   The event will offer free 
NHS health checks and will raise 
awareness of the new dementia 
Café opening in July.  At Fusion 
Studio, Harris Bank, Birtley. Contact 
Tracey Wallace 07582 288 453 email 
twskills@gmail.com

25 & 26 June, 10am - Winlaton 
Vulcans Rugby Football Club.  
Volunteers will be painting, 
renovating and cleaning the 

changing rooms, shower areas and 
playing facilities.  New volunteers are 
welcome. Contact: Craig MacFarlane 
07748 056 266 – craigmacf@hotmail.
co.uk

Let’s celebrate!
To mark the end of Volunteer 
Month, a celebration event will 
take place in Trinity Square on 
Friday 24 June, 10am-3pm.

This free event will include stalls with 
information about voluntary and 
community groups and Council led 
volunteer schemes.  You can even do 
an ‘instant’ volunteering activity such 
as decorating plant pots that will go 
to a local group.  You can also enjoy:

• Children Rhymetime sessions from 
Gateshead Libraries and Friends of 
Gateshead Libraries

• Face painting and arts and crafts

• Community bands and 
performances

Highlights



How are you doing?
Everyday habits and 
behaviours - such 
as eating too much 
unhealthy food, 
drinking more alcohol 
than is recommended, 
continuing to smoke and not 
being active enough – are 
responsible for around 40% of all 
deaths in England, and cost the 
NHS more than £11 billion a year. 

When was the last time you 
asked yourself how you’re doing? 
Take the How Are You online 
health quiz to get personalised 
recommendations to start the fight 
back to a healthier you.

www.NHS.uk/oneyou/hay
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HEALTH MATTERS

Take a BRAKE from being unhealthy 
The Council is calling on people across 
Gateshead to make steer their way to 
health and make summer 2016, their 
Summer of Cycling.  

Cabinet Member for Culture, Sport 
and Leisure Councillor Gary Haley said: 
“Regular physical activity is one of the 
single most important things you can 
do to improve your overall health and 
it’s even better if you enjoy what you’re 
doing.

“We want to help people get into 
cycling, even if you’ve never been on a 
bike before in your life. There are many 
different ways for people to make this 
their Summer of Cycling. You could try 
cycling to work for the first time or take 

your family on a bike ride for the first 
time.”

Through Gateshead’s Summer of 
Cycling, there will be lots of activities 
aimed at introducing people to cycling 
and where they can find low-cost bikes, 
and how they can make cycling an 
enjoyable part of their regular exercise.

Gateshead’s Summer of Cycling will 
be launching soon, so keep an eye 
on our website for more details, 
www.gateshead.gov.uk.  

If you’re itching to get cycling, 
National Bike Week 2016 runs from 
11-19 June, www.bikeweek.org.uk 
#BikeWeekUK

Shake up your summer
Change4Life has teamed up with 
Disney to inspire kids to get active 
this summer.

The 10 Minute Shake Up Zone has 
lots of new and exciting 10 minute 
games for children to play as part 
of four Disney teams including Big 
Hero 6, Frozen, Monsters and Toy 
Story.

Each one of the Disney-inspired 
games counts as a Shake Up and 
goes towards the hour of physical 
activity kids need a day.

Find the Shake Up Zone at  
www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shake-up

Everybody Active 
North East

The ‘Everybody Active North East’ 
project brings together all twelve 
North East councils, with the aim 
of getting more people active by 
showcasing a different physical 
activity in the region each month.

Being more physically active 
reduces the risk of more serious 
illnesses in later life, as well as 
giving you immediate benefits like:

• Sleeping better

• Losing and staying a healthy 
weight

• Reducing stress and building 
confidence

In August, it’s Gateshead’s turn to 
promote a physical activity and 
we’ve picked cycling of course! 
We’ll be giving an extra push on 
the cycling activities available 
across Gateshead.

www.gateshead.gov.uk



Glenys’ story: 
“I’d had a bad two years; I was diagnosed 
with breast cancer and my dog died. I wasn’t 
coping well. I put on weight and my self-
esteem was sinking lower and lower, until 
my GP referred me to Live Well Gateshead. 

“I met with my Wellness Coach, who was 
fantastic and really encouraged me to 
make the changes I needed to.  Nothing is a 
problem for her and she’s so supportive. She 
even came along to my first exercise class at 
St George’s Church to break the ice and have a laugh. 

I now go every Friday and I’m one of the gang. I’ve lost a stone so far, I feel better 
in myself and more energetic. I’m also looking at joining a walking club and I’ve 
managed to redecorate my home.

Best of all it costs nothing and it’s a fantastic service.” 

George’s story: 
“I was drinking too much and eating the 
wrong things, and this had really taken its 
toll on my health. It wasn’t good. My GP told 
me how Live Well Gateshead could help 
me.  I met with a Wellness Coach at Dunston 
Activity Centre, and he helped me make 
changes in my lifestyle and advised me how 
I could make healthier choices, such as using 
semi- skimmed milk, sugar substitutes and 
cut down on my drinking. He helped me understand the labelling on food and drink 
and they showed me how to cook healthy meals. Now, I’m losing weight and I feel 
much fitter. My mental health has improved and I’m more independent and self-
sufficient. If it can help me it can help anyone, and it’s free.”

New Director of 
Public Health
Alice Wiseman is Gateshead’s new 
Director of Public Health.  She 
takes over from Carole Wood, who 
retired in May.

Prior to becoming Director of 
Public Health, Alice worked as a 
public health consultant, and has 
held previous senior roles in public 
health in areas including children, 
sexual health and tobacco control 
and screening programmes.

Alice said: “I am delighted to 
be leading on public health for 
Gateshead. Gateshead has such a 
strong track record of improving 
the publics’ health through 
collaboration, with partners, on 
innovative approaches. Whilst 
we still have many stubborn 
health challenges that are, in part, 
a product of poverty and our 
industrial heritage we also have 
many assets which, amongst many 
other things, include people in 
local communities and partner 
organisations who are all keen to 
make a real difference and i 
mprove health in the  
borough.”
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Get healthy and live well
We’ve all heard the statistics: obesity 
levels rising; people at more risk of 
heart attacks and strokes; alcohol and 
tobacco leading to cancer.

These health warnings are very 
startling, but the risks of falling 
further into ill-health can be reduced 
significantly by making a few changes 
to your lifestyle now. 

Many people living in poor health want 
to improve their health but simply don’t 
know where to start. 

Live Well Gateshead is a free service to 
help you tackle your long-term health 
issues such as smoking, lack of exercise, 
lack of confidence and weight.  

They also help you identify any 
underlying social problems which may 
be stopping you from managing your 
health better, such as debt, housing 
or employment, and tell you who can 
help.          

To help you achieve your health goals, 
they can work with you individually,  

 
in a group setting or with your whole 
family, to support you and access other 
services you may need.

Phone Live Well Gateshead on 
0800 014 9092 or email cdda-tr.
gatesheadhub@nhs.net. Open 
Monday-Friday 8am-7pm, Saturday 
and Sunday 11am-4pm.

Live Well Gateshead helped me…  
lose weight and eat better 

Live Well Gateshead helped me…  
get my confidence back 



The Local Engagement Board has 
been set up to give the people of 
Gateshead an opportunity to engage 
with NHS Newcastle Gateshead 
Clinical Commissioning Group, your 
local practice and our health and 
social care partners to help shape, 
improve and develop local NHS 
services.

They are a great way for you to get 
your views across on all areas of 
healthcare and its development. 
Please come along and tell us what 
you think.

 
 

 
 

Join MY NHS 
Members of MY NHS receive regular 
updates on the work of the CCG as 
well as invitations to take part in 
events, surveys and consultations.

To register, visit  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk  
or call 0191 217 2670.

That’s why GP practices across 
Gateshead are starting to adopt a 
new way of helping you to manage 
your condition. This new approach, 
which is supported by the British 
Heart Foundation, means you can 
work more closely with your doctor or 
practice nurse to agree a clear plan for 
managing your condition.

Your practice will write to you offering 
a review of your condition(s) at least 
once a year. This will include two 
appointments. The first will be for 
checks and tests to help you monitor 
your condition. Your results will be 
shared with you, with an explanation, 
so that when you meet your GP 
or Practice Nurse for the second 
appointment you will have had time to 
think about your results and anything 
else you’d like to discuss. 

During the second appointment 
there will be time to talk about what is 
important to you and together develop 
a plan for the future. 

Dr Steve Kirk, a local GP and clinical 
director at NHS Newcastle Gateshead 
CCG said: “This is a new way of working 
more closely with your doctor or 

nurse, making it easier to ask questions 
about your health condition as well as 
thinking about anything in your life 
that might be affecting it, like social or 
financial concerns, or keeping fit.”

The conditions covered by this new 
way of working varies in each of the 
practices in Gateshead. For more 
information on what is available to you, 
please contact your practice directly.
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Planning your care 
and support
If you have a long-term condition (such as diabetes, breathing problems and heart disease), 
you know better than anyone what it is like to live with your health condition day to day. 

I liked this new type  
of appointment. 

Getting my results in 
advance helped me to 

focus on the future.
Sybil - Dunston

NHS

To confirm your attendance and to 
request any special requirements 
call Laura on 0191 2172606 or email: 
laura.brown53@nhs.net

Gateshead Local Engagement Board

The next session will be held on:

Thursday 16 June

Gateshead Civic Centre, 
Bewick Suite, 2 - 3.30pm

Come along, take part and share 
your views with us!  



To sign-up to MY NHS, to get involved in the community forum,  
or to learn more about our work, people can visit our website at:  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk/get-involved. 
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My name is Mark 
Dornan, and I am 
a GP at the Teams 
Medical Practice 
in Gateshead. I am 
also the Chair at 
NHS Newcastle 
Gateshead Clinical 
Commissioning 
Group (CCG).

The CCG’s main function is the 
commissioning of services. This means 
it is responsible for buying healthcare 
services on behalf of the people across 
Newcastle and Gateshead. This includes 
community health care and hospital 
services. To do this, we work with 
providers, councils and the voluntary 
sector to try and improve services to 
deliver the best for patients on a very 
tight budget.

As a CCG, we are eager to involve as 
many people as possible in the design 
of our services, and we are always 
looking for ways in which members of 
the public, and our colleagues in the 
community and voluntary sector, are 
able to give us their views.

A good way for people to keep up 
to date on developments within the 
CCG, as well as learn of ways in which 
they can influence our commissioning 
decisions is through MY NHS. MY 
NHS allows people to receive regular 
updates about our work, receive 
invitations to events and also to provide 
opportunities to give us their views on 
areas of healthcare that are of particular 
interest to them.

Introducing the new Chair of NHS Newcastle  
Gateshead Clinical Commissioning Group

Think Pharmacy First for minor illnesses
Doctors in Gateshead are asking 
people to Think Pharmacy First 
when they have a minor illness.

The NHS is currently 
experiencing a high demand 
for services, but you can 
help take the pressure off GP 
practices and busy Emergency 
departments (A&E) by looking at 
other options for advice.

Dr Mark Dornan, a local 
GP and Chair of NHS 
Newcastle Gateshead Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) 
said: “If you’re not feeling well, please 
take some time to consider where you 
should go to find help. 

“Using NHS Choices, calling 111 or 
visiting your local pharmacy can ensure 
that you are seen as quickly as possible, 
and can help you to feel better sooner.”

NHS Newcastle Gateshead CCG 
Assistant Chair, Guy Pilkington, said: 
“Pharmacists are highly trained and 
very much an underused resource in 
terms of the advice they can offer to 
patients. 

“GPs can help with the majority of 
health needs, with walk-in centres 
a useful option if you need urgent 
healthcare at a time when your practice 
is not open. 

“If you are normally healthy, there is 
no need to see a GP or attend A&E for 
common illnesses like colds, headaches, 
hangovers or upset stomachs.

“Pharmacies can provide medicines 
for common illnesses free to people 
who do not pay for their prescriptions, 
as part of the Think Pharmacy First 
scheme.”

Think Pharmacy  First is 
available at all pharmacies in 
Gateshead.

You can find a wealth of 
information and advice by 
visiting the NHS Choices 
website at www.nhs.uk.  Also, 
a range of common illnesses 
can be treated quickly and 
effectively by visiting your local 
pharmacist.  

If you are unsure about your 
condition, you can call the NHS 
111 service for advice. When 

your condition is urgent, but not life 
threatening, 111 can help direct you 
to the most appropriate place for 
treatment, including access to the out 
of hours GP service. 

For more information, visit  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.
uk/think-pharmacy-first 

For information on your nearest NHS 
services, incluging walk-in centres, 
urgent care centres or minor injuries 
units, please visit www.nhs.uk

@NHSngccgwww.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk

Our key areas of work include:

• Mental health

• Children, young people and 
families

• Older people

• Long term conditions (such 
as diabetes, arthritis or heart 
conditions)

• Urgent care

• Planned care (referral to hospital 
or for specialist care)



Together we can tackle child abuse 
Gateshead Council is supporting the government’s  
‘Together we can tackle child abuse’ campaign launched in  
March.  The aim is to encourage members of the public, as  
well as those who work closely with children, to report any  
concerns about child abuse and neglect, and overcome the  
barriers that stop people reporting.  

A dedicated website is now in place, where you can  
enter your post code in order to get the appropriate  
local authority number to call (in confidence),  
if you are worried about a child.  This is:  
www.gov.uk/reportchildabuse   
Here in Gateshead the number to call during office  
hours is 0191 433 2563, out of office 0191 477 0844.
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A group of local knitters has been 
helping to kit out the QE Hospital with 
some novel and colourful items for 
dementia patients.

Gateshead’s Central Library Knitting 
Group has been teaching all-comers 
how to knit Twiddle Muffs, which are 
colourful hand muffs, but with a twist.

Instead of just keeping hands warm, 
each muff has a variety of buttons, bells, 
zips and other twiddly bits stitched to 
the inside which dementia patients can 
then explore with their fingers, helping 
to keep them alert and interested. 

The group’s volunteers handed over 
dozens of Twiddle Muffs to the QE 
Hospital last month and, with new 
members now working on a new batch, 
they’ll have more to donate soon.

AT YOUR SERVICE

There is a worrying increase in the 
numbers of people being fleeced 
after signing up for bogus training 
courses which leave them with 
worthless qualifications.  Some 
training companies deliberately target 
recently unemployed and redundant 
people offering courses in fields such 
as IT, plumbing, hairdressing/beauty, 
HGV and security work.  

In some cases, there is no training at 
all, but the majority of the problems 
are with the quality of the training 
and the fact that any qualification 
is not recognised by prospective 
employers.  Worse still, these courses 
are far from cheap, usually costing 
between £3,000-10,000.  

Many courses appear very credible 
and the company is quite likely to 
have a very professional website.  
Some even advertise.  However, you 
should be very wary. For example, 
sometimes the course will include 
practical training from a very remote 
location, which will make it difficult to 
attend.  In addition, there are likely to 
be substantial financial commitments 
which people will find extremely 
demanding, especially if they are not 
in current full time work. 

So it’s important to do your research 
first:

• Check the company’s name and 
address.

• Check on-line reviews and be 
wary of polarised reviews, where 
students are either hugely 
impressed or massively dissatisfied. 
This often suggests a business has 
planted false positives to boost 
their rating.

• Check any claims made that the 
company belongs to some trade 
organisation.

• Check with potential employers 
as to whether they recognise the 
course and qualification.

For more advice contact our fair 
trading team on 0191 433 3987.

Twiddle Muffs

Susan Jackson and Yvonne Hart from  
the Knitting Group

Autism friendly
A recent TV drama - ‘The A Word’ – offered viewers a fascinating insight into the 
world of an autistic child and the challenges facing him and his family.  And, as 
more and more organisations are looking to become more ‘autism friendly’, the 
Council is striving to improve its services and support to those with autism and 
their families.

As well as a ‘Quiet Room’ based at Gateshead Civic Centre, Autism Information 
Hubs have been set up at Central Library and Pelaw Library when you can find 
books and other resources about autism, as well as autism supporters who are 
happy to help people with autism visiting the library.

Monthly face-to-face information sessions with an autism specialist are also held 
at Central Library on the second Monday of every month, 9.30am-12noon. Just 
drop in for a friendly chat or advice.

 For more details phone 0191 433 8410 or email libraries@gateshead.gov.uk 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/autism

For information the Knitting Group 
contact Central Library 0191 433 8420
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A Gateshead landlord who failed to 
deal with the anti-social behaviour of 
his tenants has been fined more than 
£10,000, with £600 costs going to 
Gateshead Council.

The landlord, who lives in Houghton-le-
Spring, but has a number of properties 
in Gateshead and other locations in 
the North East, pleaded guilty to three 
charges under The Housing Act 2004. 

It was in May and October last year 
that our Private Sector Housing Team 
received complaints of anti-social 
behaviour involving the landlord’s 
tenants from Northumbria Police and a 
local resident. This included threatening 
behaviour, noise and criminal damage.

Officers from the Council informed 
the landlord of the complaints and 

provided advice and recommendations 
on the appropriate action to be taken – 
but this wasn’t acted upon and he was 
taken to court. 

Conditions

Landlords who own properties in areas 
operating Landlord Licensing Schemes 
must have a license to operate, and 
meet the conditions laid down.  

The judge in the case said the sentence 
reflected the seriousness of the case 
and sent out a message to other 
landlords that they must fulfil their 
legal responsibilities and licensing 
obligations. 

For information on the Landlord 
Licensing Scheme contact the 
Council’s private sector housing 
team on: 0191 433 3907.

Helping 
community and 
voluntary groups 
A package of support for voluntary 
and community organisations 
based in, or delivering services in 
Gateshead, has been developed 
by Newcastle Council for Voluntary 
Services. 

They’ve stepped in to ensure the 
continuation of support formerly 
offered by Gateshead Voluntary 
Organisations Council which came 
to an end last year.

Newcastle CVS will offer 
groups in Gateshead a range of 
support from funding advice 
and training sessions to how to 
set up a new voluntary sector 
group.  Community website, Our 
Gateshead, will continue. Associate 
membership of Newcastle CVS will 
be free for Gateshead voluntary 
and community organisations.

The new service will run until the 
end of March 2017.  Over the next 
few weeks, Gateshead Council will 
consult with the voluntary and 
community sector, its partners and 
others about the support needed 
for the future.

To find out more about the 
Gateshead offer visit www.
cvsnewcastle.org.uk/gateshead  
For information about 
volunteering in Gateshead www.
gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering

A big thank you to all our Viewpoint online members who took 
part in the health and lifestyle survey, and congratulations to 
Laura Statton, Michelle Thompson and Yvonne Athey our 
prize draw winners of an iPad mini, £50 and £30 shopping 
vouchers.

Surveys done online are a very cost effective way for the 
Council to gather your views. If you haven’t already signed 
up to be part of our online residents’ panel, don’t miss out 

on the next survey and prize draw in the summer.

You won’t be swamped by surveys and it’s up to you whether or not you want to 
take part in any we do send you – but if you do, your views will help us to shape 
how our services are provided in the future. 

It’s easy to join – just visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/viewpoint and complete 
the registration form.

Landlord fined £10,000

Local charity, Carers Trust Tyne & Wear, 
recently launched its ‘Stiitch Appeal’ to 
raise awareness around the thousands 
of carers who are often hidden from 
view or hard to reach, but who do such 
an amazing job. 

To highlight these hidden carers, the 
trust hid 775 ‘Stiitch’ toys at venues 
and locations across Gateshead during 
Carers Week (6-12 June).  The knitted 
toys represent the 775 young carers the 
charity supports, with a call to action for 
people to try and find them!

There are an estimated 22,000 carers 
resident in Gateshead and the trust 
aims to build carer friendly communities 
reaching out to individuals, health and 
social care organisations, hospitals, GP 
practices, schools, leisure services, local 
businesses and beyond.

If you’ve found a knitted carer friend, 
email a photo of yourself with them 
to: info@carerstrusttw.org.uk  
To find out more about how you can 
support the ‘Stiitch Appeal’ visit  
www.carerstrusttw.org.uk  
or contact 01207 549 780.

‘Stiitch’ highlights hidden carers
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Wasting money on waste 

Disposal costs mean that it is almost 
six times cheaper to recycle household 
rubbish than to dispose of it in any 
other way - yet little more than a third 
of household waste collected at the 
kerbside currently goes for recycling.

Now, in a bid to save public money and 
inform people better, we have set up a 
team of recycling officers who will visit 
areas where the quantity of recycling 
collected is lower than in other areas of 
Gateshead to offer advice on what can 
be recycled and demonstrate what not 
to put in your blue bin.

They face an uphill task, though, 
according to Colin Huntington, service 
director for waste services.

“We’re pretty sure the team can help 
those who don’t recycle properly 
because they’re not sure how to, 
but in some areas we know people 
deliberately contaminate their recycling 
bins.

“Animal waste, rotting food and carrier 
bags full of rubbish regularly turn up in 
blue recycling bins, and this leads to the 
Council and its contractors incurring 
huge costs.

“The costs speak for themselves. Every 
tonne of waste that goes into people’s 
rubbish bins costs six times more to 

dispose of than it costs to recycle, 
making this a far cheaper option. And it 
doesn’t end there. 

“The Council receives important 
income for every tonne of paper that 
householders put in their inner boxes – 
income which helps to cover the huge 
costs of emptying Gateshead’s 90,000 
household bins.”

Councillor Linda Green, Cabinet 
member for Communities, is concerned 
about the future.

“It’s crucial that we bring 
costs under control. The last 
six years of funding cuts 
has resulted in Gateshead 
Council having a lot less 
to spend on local services 
– equivalent to £300 less 
per year for every person 
in Gateshead – and that’s 
a figure that will keep on 
increasing until 2020 when 
the government will scrap all 
council funding.
 
“By that time, we’ll be required to be 
recycling 50% of all our household 
waste. If we don’t meet that 50% 
threshold, we risk incurring further 
huge financial penalties.” 

The Recycling Team will be visiting 
households across Gateshead over 
the coming months to offer advice 
and leave leaflets which will help 
people to divert more of their waste 
into their blue recycling bins.

Gateshead Council is urging householders to help us to divert more waste 
from household bins to blue recycling bins.

Crews removing unrecyclables from the fast-moving sorting belt

This huge mountain of rubbish represents just three hours of manual sorting by a  
team of workers – none of this should have been in people’s recycling bins.
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10 RECYCLING 

GOODIES
Here are some of the things  
which we can easily recycle.

   Newspapers

   Letters and junk mail

   Magazines/brochures 

   Empty glass bottles and jars

   Empty aluminium drinks cans

   Empty tin cans

   Empty drink cartons

   Cardboard boxes/packaging 
(flattened)

   Empty plastic drink bottles

 Small electricals

We can’t recycle plastic carrier bags. 

We can’t see what’s inside and that means it can’t be 
sorted by the machinery used to sort the different 
kinds of recycling.  It could contain cans, but it could 
equally be dirty nappies or the remains of last week’s 
take-away - so it is immediately rejected.

Even when the waste is hand-sorted on a huge  
fast-moving conveyor belt, the sorters don’t have time 
to open all bags, hoping it doesn’t contain cat litter, 
rotting food or used sanitary products (all things that 
regularly find their way into the recycling stream).
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Why can’t you put plastic carrier bags or 
black plastic bags containing recycling 
material in your blue recycling bin?  That’s a 
question many of you have asked since we 
were forced to clamp down on the practice 
– and it’s led to quite a few puzzled and 
annoyed residents. And the answer?

What’s in the Bag?
We don’t know and that’s the problem!

?
THE SOLUTION?
It’s easy, don’t use carrier bags (or any kind of plastic 
bag).  Just put your recyclable items straight into your blue 
bin - making sure you put newspapers, magazines, brochures, 
letters and junk mail into the inner box. 

Leave it out!
All these items have to be removed by hand – something which 
we (and that means you) have to pay for.  Remember, if in doubt 
leave it out and put it in your normal household waste bin.

Recycling help and advice
Phone: 0191 433 7000 
Email: customerservices@gateshead.gov.uk 
Visit: www.gateshead.gov.uk/recycling

10 RECYCLING  

NASTIES
Here are some of things which can’t 
be recycled but which regularly turn 
up in Gateshead’s  blue recycling bins.

  Nappies

  Cat litter and dog waste

  Textiles (clothing, shoes etc)

  Food waste

  Polystyrene items

  Black bags - empty or full

  Plastic carrier bags - empty or full

 Pieces of wood

  Plastic wrapping

  Hypodermic needles

Inner 
box

Main 
Blue 
bin

Inner 
box

Main Blue 
bin
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Marek cooks up a 
feast of ideas

New school 
serves up a treat

It’s not just brand new classrooms 
that the children of Whickham’s 
Front Street Primary School are 
enjoying.

Their all-new school boasts 
something that they’ve never 
previously enjoyed – on site 
freshly-cooked school dinners!

The old school building on Front 
Street had a dining room but no 
kitchen and no room to build 
one. That meant children had to 
sit down to food that had been 
cooked at a different school 
and then transported by road in 
insulated containers.

However, the new Front Street 
Primary School, which opened 
just after Easter, boasts one of the 
most modern school kitchens in 
the region, with state-of-the-art 
ranges and modern combination 
ovens, allowing the proud 
kitchen staff to finally show their 
customers exactly what they can 
do.

The food now being served to 
pupils is freshly cooked on-site 
each single day, and catering staff 
say it’s going down a storm!

If you get the feeling that your food is smiling at 
you, don’t worry – it just means you are having a 
delicious school meal!

Gateshead Council’s School Catering Service is busy 
updating its menu posters and leaflets by introducing a 
new range of inquisitive and comical food characters.

The new characters, which include turnips, pears, broccoli spears and an 
annoyed looking tomato, will appear on dining room posters and menu leaflets 
throughout Gateshead from September - and they are  
guaranteed to bring a laugh!

The new designs are aimed at making lunchtime a lot more fun and to 
encourage children to try new fruits and vegetables. 

New characters set to 
raise a smile at lunchtime

Gateshead has appointed its very own 
masterchef to help take Gateshead’s 
school meals to the next level.

Professional chef Marek Blonski 
(pictured) has joined the school 
catering service as its first-ever 
development chef to help put a bit 
of pep and panache into Gateshead’s 
school meals.

As well as devising new child-friendly 
recipes for school chefs, he’ll advise on 
overall menu development, ingredient 
purchasing and food presentation.

Some of Marek’s ideas are already 
being seen in school dining rooms, with 
simple ideas such as a greater emphasis 
on fresh fruit and vegetables and the 
introduction of a more interesting and 
extensive salad bar.

The primary school menus for the 
next academic year, to be unveiled 
in August, will show more of Marek’s 
influence in dishes such as cheesy 
bean hand-crafted pasties, salmon 
fillet in wholemeal crumb, sticky toffee 
pudding and Eton mess with berry fruit 
compote.

Practical

It’s hoped that Marek will also be 
running practical demonstrations and 
masterclasses for catering staff to help 
develop their skills and further improve 
school catering across Gateshead. He 
also plans to talk regularly to parents 
and children about school meals and 
nutrition.

Our school meals catering service 
currently serves more than 11,000 
meals each school day, with the 
majority of primary school children now 
staying for a cooked meal every day. 
Around 75% of all main courses and 
desserts served in Gateshead schools 
are prepared freshly each day on-site by 
trained catering staff.



The police and Gateshead Council 
receive more calls about motorbike 
anti-social behaviour during the 
summer months than any other time of 
the year. But action is being taken, and 
with your help we aim to get a handle 
on this problem. 

Police officers have been carrying out 
extra patrols in areas where there have 
been reports; however by the time the 
incident is reported the offenders have 
often made off.  So if you see incidents 
happening, you are urged to phone 101 
or Crimestoppers anonymously giving a 
location and a description of the riders 
and their motorbikes.

Safety

Neighbourhood Inspector Darren 
Sweeney explained: “Motorbikes being 
used dangerously, and anti-socially, 
are a real concern for us and for our 
local residents. They tear up land and 
damage public spaces, they make a 
horrendous noise and they are being 
ridden at all hours. But the most 
important issue is one of safety. They 
could seriously injure themselves or 
members of the public and we won’t 
stand by and allow this to happen.

“Anyone caught riding anti-socially or 
illegally will be stopped and arrested. 
We are taking a hard line on this and we 
need residents to help and support us 
with the operation.”

Information leaflets have been 
delivered to motorbike ‘hot spots’ 
to warn residents about anti-social 
motorcycling and police have also 
visited schools to advise young people 
about the danger of riding motorbikes 
in such a manner.
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Nuisance motorbikes

FACT:
You are breaking the law if you ride a 
motorbike/mini bike or quad bike on:

• a public footpath or bridleway
• any public open space
• any pavement alongside a road 

Carers creativity

To find out more about joining Carers’ Creative Activities ring 0191 477 5775 or email information@equalarts.org.uk

Sport Relief has given £1,000 to support a free 
group that taps into the creativity of carers and 
former carers.

Run by creative ageing charity Equal Arts, the 
Carers’ Creative Activities group takes part in 
sessions led by an artist on a subject of its choice.  
From painting and printing to gardening and 
film-making, the group is currently working on a 
project to create a book on how the arts benefit 
wellbeing.

 Douglas Hunter, co-director of Equal Arts, said: 
“It is fantastic to see Sport Relief funding creative 
projects that can help improve wellbeing and 
tackle loneliness.”

 The group meets every Wednesday with artists 
at Swinburne House, Gateshead from 10.30am-
12.30pm.

If illegal off-road motorbikes are making your life a misery, call 101 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.  You can also report an incident online  
www.northumbria.police.uk/101form

Also 
• parents could face prosecution if 

they allow their child to ride an off-
road motorbike illegally

• garage owners who knowingly 
supply petrol to anyone under 16 
may be liable to prosecution
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New Felling store creates local jobs

Gateshead College is one of the first 
customers to sign contracts to take 
heat and power from the new Council-
owned Gateshead Energy Company 
(GEC) for the next 20 years. 

Artwork

As well as being the first customer 
of the scheme, Gateshead College’s 
construction students have visited 
the energy centre site to learn about 
construction techniques, and art 
students were commissioned to 
produce artwork for the hoardings 
during construction.

GEC will also supply heat and power to 
BALTIC and Sage Gateshead, as well as 
to council buildings, including those 
managed by the Gateshead Housing 
company. 

Income

Work on the new Energy Centre 
building in Quarryfield Road, the first 
of its kind and scale in the North East, 
is progressing well and it’s expected 
to start producing heat and power 
from Autumn this year. And as a 

Council-owned company, any income 
generated by GEC will ultimately help 
support Council services. 

The scheme is expected to help attract 
new businesses to the area, thanks 
to low energy prices and its green 

credentials, using the latest low carbon 
technology. 

As well as ensuring homes and 
businesses see reduced energy bills, 
the project is expected to be fully self-
financing. 

The new £3.15 million Asda 
supermarket in Felling is now open, 
marking the completion of the 
redevelopment of the town centre.

The new store, in Crowhall Lane has 
created 86 jobs - 35% of which have 
gone to people who were previously 
unemployed or unwaged.

The £3.15m Asda store is the key part 
of the scheme that also includes a 
larger car park to serve Felling centre, 

and six new shop units.

It’s the fourth retail centre 
regeneration scheme in Gateshead 
in the last five years, following the 
successful completion of Trinity 
Square, Blaydon and Birtley. 

In total, the four town centre retail 
schemes, including all retail outlets, 
have created or protected a total of 
1,335 jobs.

Power to the people

Councillor Mick Henry with John Holt of Gateshead College and Paul Dowling, Chair of 
Gateshead Energy Company.

Two new retailers 
for Trinity Square
This summer Trinity 
Square welcomes 
two new additions 
to the centre - 
Newcastle Building 
Society and Cooplands Bakery. 

Tony Pickering, Centre Manager 
said: “I’m thoroughly excited to see 
Ellison Walk fully occupied by the 
end of this summer. Trinity Square 
continues to grow at a great rate 
with over 100,000 visitors most 
weeks. Last year we welcomed 
Holland and Barrett, Burger King 
and EE…so watch this space for 
more retail announcements.”

Keep up to date with all 
the latest news from Trinity 
Square by signing up to 
their enewsletter via www.
trinitysquaregateshead.com

Thinking of starting a business?
If you’re thinking of becoming self-employed, come along to one of our regular 
free ‘Enterprise for You’ workshops. The next workshops will be on 15 and 29 
June, 6 and 20 July. 

To book a place, or for information on the support we can offer you, talk 
to a business adviser on 0191 433 2037 or email economicdevelopment@
gateshead.gov.uk



For more information on the Rural Growth Network or to find out how the Council can help rural businesses ring 
Steve Reay on 0191 433 2036, stevereay@gateshead.gov.uk

Plans to create an important new 
nature reserve just yards from the  
A1 have moved a step closer.

Gateshead Council and Durham Wildlife 
Trust (DWT) have wanted to protect 
Shibdon Meadow from development 
for many years as it is the last remaining 
fragment of wet pasture that once 
stretched along the banks of Tyne. 

The Trust has now acquired the final 
area of land that it needed to secure, 
before beginning work on the new 
nature reserve.

Shibdon Meadow is next door to 
Shibdon Pond on the other side of 
A1, which is famed for its stunning 
aerobatic displays by starlings, known 
as a murmuration.

The site is perhaps the most northerly 
location in the UK for the Southern 
Marsh Orchid as well as being 
important for wading birds such as 
curlews, which use Shibdon Meadow 
for feeding at high tide.

 
The latest acquisition to complete 
the project is 12 acres from the Co-op 
purchased for £60,000. The funding 
was provided by Biffaward and Banister 
Charitable Trust. DWT had previously 
secured seven acres of the site from the 
Council on a 999-year lease.

Restoration works including creating 
new wetlands will be carried out 
through the Land of Oak and Iron 
Landscape Partnership.
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Land saved for urban wildlife

A new Gateshead enterprise hub is 
ready to welcome rural businesses 
that are looking for a place to start up 
or grow.

Thriving

The new facilities at Kibblesworth 
Village Millennium Centre will provide 
accommodation and meeting space 
for new and existing businesses. It will 
also complement the existing thriving 
community centre which provides 
space, services and activities for the 
local community and surrounding 
area.

Support

Kibblesworth Village Millennium 
Centre secured £42,400 from the 
Rural Growth Network to support 
the project which includes the 
creation of three enterprise pods 
within the grounds, further office 
accommodation, informal business 
meeting space and toilet facilities.

There is a growing 
demand for business 
space in this area and 
the scheme will offer 
the opportunity for 
existing businesses 
to expand or new 
businesses to locate 
at the site. The project 
has created six jobs 
and new opportunities 
for local businesses to 
network, start or grow.

Councillor Mary Foy, 
Cabinet Member for 
Economy said: “The 
Rural Growth Network has been 
supporting economic growth in 
rural Gateshead over the last three 
years. This latest project will provide 
much needed business space and 
job opportunities for local residents, 
whilst helping to secure the long term 
future of the Centre.”

Dave Anderson MP opened the 
new facility and was joined by the 
Mayor, Councillor Alex Geddes and 
Jacqui Kell, Chair of the Rural Growth 
Network in the ribbon cutting 
ceremony (pictured).

New enterprise hub

Boots store for 
Dunston
A new Boots store is to open as part 
of the £20 million redevelopment of 
the former Rocket site in Dunston.

The new pharmacy, now under 
construction in Ravensworth Road, 
follows the opening of a new Aldi 
food store and an older peoples’ 
apartment block.

It’s expected that Boots will 
relocate into the new premises in 
September. This will then enable 
the final block of flats – all that 
remains of the 1970s Rocket 
scheme that once dominated 
Dunston - to be demolished.

Housing and construction company 
Keepmoat has secured detailed 
planning consent for 45 new two 
and three bedroom homes for sale 
and a pocket park, which will be 
developed on the site of the deck 
access flats upon demolition.

Left to right: Peter Bell, senior planner,  
Peter Downes, Land of Oak & Iron and 

Councillor John McElroy
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News in brief
Blaydon Scouts

Volunteers are needed to help 
Blaydon District Scouts Group.  This 
popular group has a waiting list of 
around 50 young people, but needs 
volunteers to help. If you have the 
time to get involved please email 
Jamie Ion for more details  
jamie@blaydondistrict.org.uk 

Green Team

Lingey House Primary School’s Green 
Team has won a NEPIC award for its 
plans to save the water voles that 
live in the park near the school.  They 
received £2,000 which will be used 
to educate people using the park to 
stop feeding bread to wildfowl which 
attracts rats, endangering protected 
water voles. 

Staying steady

If you want to improve your strength, 
balance and mobility, a 20-week 
course will take place at Angel 
Court, Dunston Drop-in, Deckham 
Community Centre, and Mosspool 
Community Lounge. Organised by 
Gateshead Older People’s Assembly.  
To find out more contact Nicola 
Bruce on 0191 438 1721 nicola@
gatesheadopa.org.uk 

Birthday dance

Felling Community Centre’s Sequence 
Dance Club held a dance and 
buffet to mark the Queen’s 90th 
birthday.  The newly opened Asda 
store donated food and drink for the 
evening, plus a photographer who 
captured the night’s celebrations. 
For information about activities 
at Felling Community Centre 
phone 0191 469 3501or email 
fellingcommunityassociation@gmail.
com 

Make some noise

A display of instruments made from 
cardboard tubes, balloons and lolly 
sticks by members of the ‘Make Art 
Happen’ group from Bensham and 
Teams will go on display at this year’s 
Teams Community Festival on  
11 June at Redheugh Boys Football 
Club. For information contact Helix 
Arts on 0191 241 4931.

IN YOUR AREA

Say yes to Yoga 

Five local ladies with learning difficulties 
have all said ‘Yes’ to Yoga and it’s doing 
them the power of good!

The class, which runs every week at 
Wrekenton Hub on the High Street, has 
been a real hit with the group who have 
all noticed marked improvements in 
their flexibility, posture and balance.

Delivered by qualified Yoga teacher, 
Maureen Conway with support from 
volunteers Margaret McAloon and 
Joanne Waite, the class came about 
following a suggestion at a LiveWell 
Gateshead session in the area.

Teacher Maureen said: “This is a really 
lovely class; the ladies who attend have 

made great progress and are now able 
to do some of the more challenging 
poses and are improving week by week.  
It’s been great to see their confidence 
grow as they’ve moved from chair 
based yoga to more traditional yoga.”

Hollie Willis, Base Co-ordinator at 
Wrekenton Hub added: “I had the 
pleasure of taking part in one of the 
Yoga sessions - it was such a lovely 
relaxing atmosphere and the level of 
teaching and support was fantastic.”

To find out more or learn about 
activities on offer at Wrekenton Hub 
contact Hollie on 0191 433 6541, 
email holliewillis@gateshead.gov.uk

Front row: Volunteer Joanne Waite, class members Heather Jones and Anne Stephenson 
and teacher Maureen Conway. Back row: Volunteer Margaret McAloon, class member 
Ashley Hindmarch and staff member Denise Mains

Parishioners from St Helen’s Church in Low Fell were so touched by the plight of 
children affected by the conflict in Syria, they organised a fundraising evening 
to support the work of Save the Children. Over 80 parishioners and their guests 
attended the highly successful event that raised £2,452.

Reverend Yvonne Greener, who has just joined St Helen’s as Priest in Charge said: 
“This was a marvellous introduction to my new parish and shows how generous 
the congregation is in helping children who are victims of the terrible conflict in 
Syria.  I want to thank everyone concerned in this magnificent effort.”

Anyone wanting to support the Save the Children’s Child Refugee Crisis 
Appeal can donate online at www.savethechildren.org.uk or call 0800 8148 
148 to donate by phone.

Low Fell Church helps Syrian children



On Saturday 23 
July 1966, the 
last few miners 
employed 
at Greenside 
Colliery worked 
their final shift. 
Now, 50 years 
on, the village 
of Greenside 
is getting 
together to commemorate that 
event and celebrate the village’s long 
mining and industrial heritage.

The Last Shift Festival, takes place 
between Saturday 9-Sunday 24 July, 
with a procession on Saturday 9 
through the village with the Miner’s 
Lodge banner. 

The festival’s highlight will be a 
community picnic on the Pond Field 
in the heart of the village on Saturday 
23 July, exactly 50 years since the 

closure of the 
colliery. This 
will feature old 
fashioned sports 
and games, a 
pit-tub race, 
a brass band 
and displays of 
mining artefacts.

Local history 
memorabilia 

and photographs will be on display 
in the Community Centre – the 
former Miners’ Welfare – and local 
history lectures, folk music nights, 60s 
music evenings and other events will 
take place at different venues around 
the village.

For more information about the 
festival email lastshift@hotmail.
com or visit www.facebook.com/
lastshiftfestival or  
www.lastshiftfestival.weebly.com

Breakfast Club
St Chad’s Community Project run 
a breakfast club offering a free 
continental style breakfast for local 
people.  You can come along with, 
or without children on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
9-10am (term time only).  

At 21 Liddell Terrace, Bensham.  
For more details phone  
0191 490 1032.
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Last shift festival Chopwell Library 
has moved
The old Chopwell Library on 
Derwent Street closed its doors 
in April for the final time before 
moving lock, stock and barrel to 
new premises nearby.

The library’s new home is now 
inside the old Children’s Centre just 
behind the old library building on 
the Chopwell Primary School site. 
The same great selection of books, 
access to public computers, free 
wi-fi and computer support are on 
offer together with the usual range 
of events and activities for all ages, 
including a weekly Rhymetime for 
the under-fives.

 Open Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9 am-5pm and on 
Saturday from 9am-1pm.

Phone 01207 561 379  
www.gatesheadlibraries.com

A fascinating project looking at 
Winlaton’s industrial past will see local 
people making films, sourcing archive 
photographs and creating a website, 
as part of a community project led by 
Digital Voice for Communities.

The Community Interest Company 
secured £10,000 of Heritage Lottery 
funding to take forward the project 
that will bring together local volunteers 
with an interest in local history from 
Winlaton Community Base.  

Working with other organisations 
such as Beamish Museum, Winlaton 

Local History Society and the Council’s 
library service, the volunteers will learn 
how to digitize archive footage and 
photographs, as well as interviewing 
and camera editing skills.

Julie Nicholson from Digital Voice said: 
“We’re thrilled to have received the 
support of the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and are confident the project will bring 
local people together to explore their 
heritage.”

The village has a rich heritage of 
ironworking, mining and farming 
including Ambrose Crowley’s ironworks 
(established in the village in the late 
17th century), that pioneered ‘factory’ 
methods well ahead of the industrial 
revolution.

For further information phone  
Julie Nicholson, project coordinator 
at Digital Voice for Communities,  
on 01207 438 718, email  
julie@digitalvoice.org.uk or visit 
www.digitalvoice.org.uk

Winlaton on film

Check out help and resources available to you 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering

Voluntary and community groups!
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Opening the shutters!

Local people have been sending 
in their ideas and suggestions for 
Charlton Walk Park in Teams as part of 
Big Local Gateshead – a community 
project based at St Chad’s Community 
Project in Bensham.  

The project is working to improve 
the local area and the lives of people 
living in Teams, Derwentwater Road 
and Racecourse Estate.  

The park which has fallen into 
disrepair, was highlighted by local 

people as one area they wanted to 
see real change and the seeds were 
sown to get them involved in its 
future regeneration. 

Ideas

A consultation event has just come 
to an end asking for inspiration and 
ideas for what could be included in 
the final designs for the park. 

Local people and schools have 
also been working with artists and 

designers to come up with their ideas 
for how it should look in the future.

Big Local and Baseline Shift who led 
the project will be taking these ideas 
forward and feeding back to local 
people by the end of August.

For more information contact Big 
Local Project,  St Chad’s Community 
Project 21 Liddell Terrace, Bensham, 
email blgateshead@hotmail.co.uk, 
www.facebook.com/biglocal@
gateshead.uk, call 0191 490 1032.

Inspired by local people

There’s a lot more going on inside 
Springwell Community Centre 
these days with significant 
changes and improvements 
already made or underway.

This is down to the transfer of 
its management to Community 
Interest Company – Cumbric – 
which has been working with 
local people and organisations to 
improve what’s on offer from the 
centre.

“We’ve literally taken down the 
shutters”, said Eric Baker from 
Cumbric. “Local people passing by 
thought the centre was closed, but we 
are definitely open for business!  Since 
September, we’ve been consulting 
with local people to find out what they 
wanted and the response has been 
tremendous, thanks to the hard work of 
everyone involved.”

Previously underused, more activity 
has led to a 200% rise in people coming 
to the centre. From bingo clubs to 
dance groups, musical theatre to 
parent and toddler sessions, Cumbric 
at Springwell Community Centre is 
making its mark. Special needs day 
provision is also coming soon linked 
to the development of a special needs 

art gallery that aims to nurture 
and develop people’s skills and 
employability.

A community café is also proving 
very popular. Open Monday 
to Friday, it’s going down well 
with locals, but volunteers are 
needed to help in the café if 
it’s to continue and open on 
weekends.  “If anyone has a 
few hours to spare, we would 
be delighted to have them – 
volunteers are always needed,” 
said Eric “so please get in touch  

              if you’d like to get involved.”

Contact Eric Baker at the centre  
on 0191 487 0169, email  
cumbric@outlook.com  
check out their facebook page 
and look out for the new centre 
website… coming soon.

More than sixty brave Key Stage Two pupils held a sponsored sleepover at 
Bill Quay Primary School to raise funds for their close neighbour - Bill Quay 
Community Farm.  The idea was suggested by the school’s Rights Respects 
Group.

Clad in PJs, onesies and dressing gowns, those taking part were dropped 
off at the school in the early evening and enjoyed watching films together, 
eating sweets and playing games before settling down to have supper and 
hot chocolate.  School kitchen staff provided a delicious breakfast before 
everyone went home. 

 There were no mobile phones or gadgets in sight, and a great time was had 
by all. So far a total of £150 has been raised to help their farmyard friends.

School sleepover

School sleepover - Ross and Elizabeth, 10, from  
Bill Quay Primary School -  pic courtesy ncjmedia
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IN YOUR AREA

Grand designs

Green Doctors
If you’re suffering from cold 
house syndrome – call in the 
Green Doctors!  The scheme, run 
by Groundwork North East and 
Cumbria, sees energy efficiency 
experts give your home a free 
energy ‘check-up’.  You’ll have to 
meet the criteria to get a visit.  

For eligibility and to book a 
visit, call 0191 567 2550 or 
email greendoctor4plustne@
groundwork.org.uk or visit 
www.groundwork.org.uk/
green-doctor-ne

Stunning new welcome signs to 
Crawcrook and Greenside are now in 
place following a two-year project led 
by local community group ‘Our Villages’, 
and showcasing the creative talent of 
young people from Thorp Academy in 
Ryton.

Our Villages secured £10,000 of Big 
Lottery funding for the six eye-catching 
signposts.  At five feet high, these are 
a striking and unique way to mark the 
entrances to the villages. 

Forged by Tyneside engineers Reece 
Group from the same metal used for 
the Angel of the North, five pupils 
were involved in their creation - Steven 
Farnham, Jed Anderson, Cameron 
Straughan, Emily Young and Andie 
Vickers.

Councillor Helen Hughes, Chair of 
Our Villages, said: “The pupils at Thorp 
Academy did a great job in creating 
designs that reflect important aspects 

of life in the areas where they live. 
We’re really proud that this project has 
resulted in such great new features for 
both villages.

Communities

“Our Villages is a new organisation 
set up to maintain the beautiful parks 
and environment in Crawcrook and 
Greenside. This project has helped put 
us on the map and shows what our 
communities can achieve working 
together.”

Mr Morris, head teacher at Charles 
Thorp Academy added: “I’m immensely 
proud of the beautiful work Thorp 
students have produced. It’s exciting 
to think that their handiwork will be 
on display to the community and its 
visitors for many years to come. I must 
thank everyone involved for giving us 
this opportunity.”

To find out more about Our Villages, 
visit: www.ourvillages.org.uk

Cllr Jack Graham, Cllr Kath McCartney, Jed Anderson, Caroline James, Stephen Farnham, 
Cameron Straughan, Cllr Helen Hughes, Nick Warboys and Sam Stott

Summer festivals 
and fayres
Sat 11 June, 11am:  Teams 
Community Festival, Redheugh FC

Sat 25 June, 12noon:  Low Fell 
Summer Fayre, Play Park, Kells Lane

Sat 2 July, 12noon:  Food Festival, 
Blaydon Burn Farm, Burn Road  
(info tel: 07742 439023)

Sat 2 July:  Dunston Community 
Festival

Sat 2 July:  High Spen Summer Fair

Sat 9 July, 10am: Whickham 
Community Festival, St Mary’s 
Green

Sat 9 July, 10am: Heworth 
Grange School Summer Fayre 
(info tel: 0191 421 2244)

Sat 6 August: Crawcrook Fair, 
Crawcrook Park

Sat 13 August: Ryton Rugby Club 
Family Fun Day

Blaydon Beacon
As people across the country lit a thousand beacons to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th birthday the people of Blaydon also joined in.  Blaydon 
Youth and Community Centre and St. Cuthbert’s Church worked together 
to organise the event that saw a service taking place celebrating the 
Queen’s life, together with the lighting of a beacon by local councillor 
Steve Ronchetti.   Over 150 local people attended the event including 
representatives from the local air cadets and the scouts with a buffet 
provided by St Cuthbert Church’s lunchclub, Litebite.
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Tickets go on sale on Monday 20 June and can be booked online at www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson 
or at the Box Office at Gateshead International Stadium.  For more information contact 0191 433 8100 
or events@gateshead.gov.uk

OUT AND ABOUT

Future stars
Gateshead once again welcomes the 
Olympic hopefuls of the future, as the 
New Balance English Schools’ 86th Track 
and Field Championships takes place at 
Gateshead International Stadium.

The athletics championships that 
launched the careers of top athletes 
such as Paula Radcliffe and Mo Farah, 
takes place on Friday 8 and Saturday 9 
July.  Athletes represent their counties 
over the two days, with more than 1,600 
young people between the ages of 14 
and 18 taking part in the full range of 
track and field events.

Take advantage of this year’s special 
ticket offer and get a discount off any 
adult ticket and any programme when 
you buy them online.

Tall Ships return to the region
Over the years, we’ve enjoyed the 
wonderful sight of graceful tall ships on 
our quayside as part of the Tall Ships’ 
Race. This year, for the first time, the Port 
of Blyth in Northumberland is preparing 
to be an official host port for the North 
Sea Tall Ships Regatta which takes place 
from Friday 26 - Monday 29 August.

Some of the largest and most 
spectacular Tall Ships in the world will 
sail into Blyth for a fantastic maritime 

celebration.  Over 30 Tall Ships are 
expected to gather at the port and 
the event will feature five zones of free 
family entertainment including music 
and theatre.

The North Sea Tall Ships Regatta is 
being held for only the second time in 
six years and the event in Blyth will be 
the only Regatta in the UK in 2016. 

The four-day event is expected to 
attract hundreds of thousands of 

visitors who will be able to access the 
ships, enjoy live music and experience a 
spectacular Crew Parade, and evening 
celebrations including fireworks and a 
Parade of Sail.

Prestigious

Northumberland County Council, in 
partnership with the Port of Blyth and 
Sail Training International, is hosting the 
prestigious Regatta which will be one 
of the largest events ever held in the 
county. Fergusons Transport of Blyth is 
the principal sponsor for the event.

Most ships are expected to arrive in 
Blyth on Thursday 25 August.  Following 
their stay they will then set off on a 500 
nautical mile race leg to Gothenburg in 
Sweden which is hosting the Tall Ships 
from 3-6 September.

For more information visit:  
www.tallshipsblyth2016.com,  
check out the Facebook page or 
Twitter: @TallShipsBlyth
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Keep the kids entertained this summer 
with one of the many holiday activity 
sessions and sports camps available 
across Gateshead’s leisure centres from 
Thursday 21 July to Friday 2 September.

Whether you’re interested in netball,  
football or swimming, there’s something 
for everyone and you can choose from 
a daily session to five day camps.

If the sun’s shining and you need to cool 
down, head to one of the fun sessions 
available daily in all our swimming 
pools including rafts and rings, water 
slide, tots and toys and our inflatable 
obstacle course, aquarun!  If your 
little one (or big one) can’t swim, sign 

them up for swimming lessons!  Or try 
something a little different with  
one of our new snorkelling  
taster sessions.

STOP PRESS!  
Get a Summer Fun Swimming  
Pass for only £20 for unlimited 
swimming for the kids during  
21 July – 4 September.    
Available from any Gateshead 
swimming pool from 1 July.

For full details on all the holiday 
activity sessions and camps, contact 
your local Gateshead leisure centre 
or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
holidayactivities

OUT AND ABOUT

Summer activities

We now offer a NEW swim only and 
gym only membership in two of 
our leisure centres.  

If you swim at Birtley Swimming 
Centre, you can now sign up for a 
swim only membership which gives 
you unlimited swimming at the 
centre.  The new membership costs 
£20 per month for an adult and £15 
concession.  

Meanwhile over at Gateshead 
International Stadium, you can 
now get a gym only membership 

which offers unlimited use of just 
the stadium’s gym.  To arrange an 
induction or a tour of the stadium 
email gatesheadstadium@gateshead.
gov.uk    The cost for this new gym 
only monthly membership is £19 per 
adult and £15 concession.

For further information or to take 
out a membership, contact Birtley 
Swimming Centre on 0191 433 
5775 or Gateshead International 
Stadium on 0191 433 5700 or sign 
up online at www.gateshead.gov.
uk/go

unlimited
SWIM | GYM*| CLASSES

Get fit for summer 
and enjoy unlimited 
access to our gyms, 
swimming pools, 
fitness classes, sauna 
and steam rooms 
and track with a GO 
membership.

From only £19 
per month!

Join at any leisure 
centre reception or 
online with code 
SUFS2016 at  
www.gateshead.
gov.uk/GO

Take the plunge
Have you always wanted to swim? 
Well it’s never too late to learn.    

Whether you’re just a beginner or you 
want to improve your skills, we offer 
lessons for all abilities. 

Learning to swim is a fun way to 
keep fit and healthy.  It can help with 
weight management and is gentle on 
the joints so it’s great for people of all 
ages and fitness levels.  It could save 
your life or the life of someone else.

So what are you waiting for? Take the 
plunge and sign up for a course of 
adult swimming lessons.    

Visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
swimming or contact your nearest 
Gateshead swimming pool.

Swim or gym offers

3 months FREE
When you join between  

Fri 10 - Wed 15 June 2016

 Excludes Birtley Leisure Centre.

If you love swimming then you’ll love our adult swimming pass.  The six week pass offers you unlimited 
swimming across our five pools from the date of purchase.   Passes are available to buy throughout June 
and July at your nearest pool and cost £30 for adults and £20 concession.  You’ll be amazed at what 30 
minutes of swimming can do for you, take a look at www.swimming.org/swimfit/30-minutes-swimming

Swim 
more this 
summer
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FEATURE

Whickham Fake Festival returns for a 
third year to Fellside Park in Whickham 
on Saturday 16 July, bringing with it 
world class tributes to three of the 
giants of rock and pop.

In a year that sees the real Coldplay 
headlining at Glastonbury, the Fake 
Festival has the next best thing - the 
amazing Coldplace - a tribute every bit 
as good as the real deal 
in looks, sound and 
performance.  They 
are joined by tribute 
bands New2 and 
Bon Jovi Experience.

You can also enjoy five of the very 
best local bands to support the three 
headliners. Already confirmed are the 
brilliant Hip Hop Hooray, The Heavy 
Jets and VITO who will be performing 
a fabulous mix of original music and 
covers for your enjoyment.

The new look festival food options 
should go down well too.  On the menu 

this year are the Fat Hippo Burger 
Bar, delicious wood fired pizzas, 
speciality barbecued pulled pork 
and amazing local fish and chips! 
We guarantee they will whet your 
appetite and have your taste 
buds dancing too.

Families are welcome too and 
there’s plenty for kids to do - with 

a professional face painting team and 
a secure outside entertainment zone. 
Doors for the all-day event open at 
12.30pm and anyone coming to the 
festival before 2pm to support the 
local bands, will be rewarded with a 
free drink of their choice from the fully 
licensed bar.

$

COMPETITION: Win Fake Festival tickets
There’s nothing fake about the five pairs of Adult tickets we’ve got to give away in our Council News competition!   
Simply answer the question below and we’ll enter you into our prize draw.

Who is the lead singer of the ‘real’ Coldplay? Is it:          Chris Martin              Martin Christopher              Chris Martindale

Name

Address

Email

Phone number
 
Email your answer plus contact details to: councilnews@gateshead.gov.uk OR
Post this coupon to: Freepost COUNCIL NEWS (nothing else is required on your envelope)

DEADLINE: Friday 1 July 2016.  Good luck! 

Early Bird discount
So if you’re up for a great day out 
to kick-start your summer, get 
in quick and take advantage of 
the Early Bird discounts which 
are available until midnight on 
Thursday 16 June.  

Tickets bought up to and 
including 16 June: Adults (18+) 
£16; Young Person (10-17) £8, 
Family (2x Adult + 2x Young 
Person) £40. 

Tickets bought from 17 June: 
Adult £19 - Young Person £10 - 
Family £48. Under 10s are always 
free with a paying adult.

Tickets are available now from 
www.fakefestivals.co.uk or 
through its outlet: Nisa Local, 
Front Street, Whickham,  
NE16 5BY.
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WHAT’S ON

Highlights

Nitro Circus Live 

Friday 24 June

Gateshead International Stadium, 7pm. 
Direct from sell out shows across the 
globe, the world’s greatest action 
sports show Nitro Circus LIVE returns 
to the UK this summer. Fans will be 
able to witness the most explosive 
event in extreme sports. Combining 
the greatest athletes in the world of 
freestyle motocross, BMX and skate 
plus all manner of crazy contraptions, 
it’s death-defying, terrifying, jaw-
dropping… but also outrageously 
funny - this two and a half hour show 
is suitable for all the family. 

To book tickets visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/nitro

SummerTyne Americana Festival

Friday 22- Sunday 24 July

SummerTyne Americana Festival is 
back at Sage Gateshead. Come  
along and enjoy a jam-packed 
weekend of the finest American 
roots music, southern soul, blues  
and gospel alongside a sensational 
cast of country, rock and Americana 
from both sides of the Atlantic.   
A taste of this year’s acts include 
Imelda May, Nashville’s Striking 
Matches, Ward Thomas and  
Gretchen Peters. 

For tickets and details of the full  
line-up go to www.summertyne.com 
or call 0191 443 4661

Heritage Open Days

8-11 September 
Various locations across the region

Heritage Open Days returns once 
again to the region. For four days each 
September thousands of buildings of 
every age, style and function fling open 
their doors to the public free of charge. 
Stories are told, traditions explored 
and histories brought to life through 
activities like guided walks, talks, tours, 
demonstrations and hands-on history 
experiences for people of all ages. 

For full listings visit  
www.hodstw.org.uk

JUNE

Wednesday 8 June 
Gateshead Carers Party in the Park

Pets Corner, Saltwell Park, 11am-2pm.  
Celebrate National Carers Week with 
Gateshead Carers - live music, arts and 
crafts, stalls, sample treatment and 
therapies and ‘Scrufts’ dog show!  
Visit www.gatesheadcarers.com 

Saturday 11 June 
Ryton Choral Society - Happy 
Birthday Shakespeare!

Caedmon Hall, 7.30pm. Celebrate the 
Bard’s birthday at this concert, with 
Birthday Madrigals by John Rutter and 
jazz genius George Shearing’s Songs 
and Sonnets from Shakespeare. For 
details visit www.rytonchoralsociety.
org.uk or call 07786 823 637.

Sunday 19 June 
Alice Grace with the Peter Gilligan 
Quartet at Blaydon Jazz Club

Black Bull, Blaydon, 8pm. Great vocalist 
singing the American Songbook. £5 pay 
on the door, for more details call 0191 
414 2846.

Until 26 June 
Omer Fast: Present Continuous 

At BALTIC. Present Continuous is the 
first comprehensive monographic 
exhibition in the UK by renowned 
filmmaker Omer Fast. Fast is best 
known for video works that question 
the conventions of storytelling, media 
reportage and historical representation.

Tuesday 28 June 
Shipley Behind-the-Scenes Art Tours

Shipley Art Gallery, 1.30-3pm. Join 
members of the Gateshead University 
of the Third Age and see some of the 
Shipley’s artwork collection which is 
not currently on public display. £2.50 
including refreshments. For info and to 
book www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk 

JULY

Friday 1 July  
Bouncing Tots Dance Class

Shipley Art Gallery, 10.45-11.15am. 
Fun movement and music class, for 
children from walking to 4 years.  £3.50 
per class. Every Friday throughout July. 
Call Lyndsey on 07850 869 243 or email 
Lyndsey@embraceartsacademy.co.uk 

Saturday 2 July 
High Spen Summer Fair 

Organised by High Spen Residents 
Association. Check their facebook page 
for full details.

Sunday 3 July 
Great North 10k

The North East’s biggest 10k running 
event starts on the quayside and 
finishes inside Gateshead International 
Stadium. Plus two new family events, 
the Great North 10k Family Mile and the 
Great North 10k Toddler Dash. To enter 
go to www.greatrun.org/north10k   
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WHAT’S ON
Tuesday 5 July 
American Beer Night

Gateshead Central Library, 7-9pm. 
Explore the distinctive beers of America 
with American snacks. We will also be 
journeying through the history and 
discovering the natural wonders of 
America. Over 18 years. £5. To book call 
0191 433 8420 or visit www.gateshead.
gov.uk/whatson

Sunday 7 July, 3-5pm 
Friends of Winlaton Vintage Tea Party

At Winlaton Community Centre. 
Contact the Centre for more details

Monday 4 July - Saturday 3 
September 
The Big Friendly Read

This year’s summer reading challenge 
marks 100 years since the Birth of Roald 
Dahl.   Aimed at children 4-11yrs, the 
challenge runs from July-Sept in all 
Gateshead libraries. Read his books, 
collect stickers and prizes.  For more 
details 0191 433 8420 www.gateshead.
gov.uk/whatson

Saturday 9 July 
St Oswald’s Hospice Lantern Walk

Join 1,000 supporters on this 5km 
walk with paper lanterns at Newcastle 
Racecourse to remember someone 
special. The walk begins at dusk and 
the event will open with music and 
entertainment. For details visit: www.
stoswaldsuk.org/lantern-walk  

Monday 11 - Saturday 16 July 
Spider’s Web by Agatha Christie

Little Theatre, Saltwell View, 
7pm. Tickets £8 (concs available). 
Contact 0191 478 1499 or email 
littletheatregateshead@gmail.com 

Friday 15 July 
Summer Ceilidh with  
The Hedgehog’s Skin

St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 7.30-10.30pm. 
The St Mary’s ceilidh, led by this great 
regional band will welcome in the 
season of summer sun and balmy 

evenings, in grand style. £5. To book call 
0191 433 4699 or visit www.gateshead.
gov.uk/whatson

Friday 15 July - Saturday 3 September 
Turbanism 

At The Gallery, Gateshead Central 
Library.  Rehmat Rayatt’s exhibition 
documents the intricate creation of the 
Turban sculpture; its place within the 
textile and retail industries and within 
contemporary Rajasthani culture.  
Presented as part of GemArts Masala 
Festival. 0191 433 8420 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

 
 
Saturday 16 July 
Whickham Fake Festival

Returning to Fellside Park for a third 
year the Whickham Fake Festival brings 
you world-class tributes to three of 
the giants of Rock & Pop - Bon Jovi, 
Coldplay and U2 - all in a giant marquee 
with a bar and outside entertainment 
zone. For more information/tickets visit 
www.fakefestivals.co.uk

Sunday 17 July 
Heritage walk - Lovely Low Fell

Discover how a pitman, an enterprising 
publican and the development of a 
new road changed Low Fell from an 
area of desolate waste to a prosperous 
Victorian suburb. Meet and finish at the 
Boer War Memorial, Durham Road, Low 
Fell. Walk starts at 2.30pm. Tickets cost 
£4 adults, £3 over 60s, accompanied 
children are free, pay on the day. 

Saturday 23 July 
Community Day

Salvation Army, Sunderland Road, 
10.30am-12.30pm. Come along and join 
in the fun at this community day with 
various stands and children’s activities 
and the 5p Clothes Bus.

Sunday 24 July 
Heritage walk - Railways and 
Riverside

Discover how early railways, industries 
and bridges have now been joined by 
modern art on this popular walk. Meet 
at the west door of Sage Gateshead at 

2.30pm, tickets £4 adults, £3 over 60s, 
accompanied children free. Just pay on 
the day.  

AUGUST

Wednesday 3 August - Saturday  
3 September 
Annual Summer Exhibition

Gateshead Art Society members 
showcase their art work at St Mary’s 
Heritage Centre.  All artwork is available 
to buy. Open Tues-Fri 10am-4pm & Sat 
10am-1pm. 0191 433 4699 heritage@
gateshead.gov.uk

Thursday 4 August 
Get Crafty! Summer 2016

Shipley Art Gallery, 10am-2pm.  
Drop in every Thursday during August 
for a summer of fun craft activities 
for families inspired by the Shipley’s 
exhibitions and collections. Themes 
include: clay, glass, paper and metal. 
£2.50 per child. Suitable for all ages.  
For more details visit  
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk 

Friday 5 August 
Welcome to the Circus:  
Workshop for all the family

St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 1-3pm. 
Become a trainee circus performer and 
have a go at plate spinning, gymnastic 
ribbon, juggling, hula hoop, tight 
rope walking and beginners stilts.  
Suitable for aged 7 and over.  £10 per 
participant. To book call 0191 433 4699 
or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Saturday 6 August 
Crawcrook Summer Fair

Crawcrook Park, 11am-4pm. Live 
music, children’s rides, entertainment, 
craft stalls, hot and cold food, games 
and competitions, displays and more.  
Contact Barbara Williams on 0191 413 
9508.

Monday 8 August 
Dream Jars

Felling Library, 11am. Create your very 
own dream jar straight from the BFG, 
suitable for aged 12 and under.  Free. 
Also at Birtley Library 15 August and 
Pelaw Library 22 August. 

Sunday 10 July 
Blaydon Jazz Club

Black Bull Pub, Blaydon, 8pm.  1930’s 
swing style acoustic jazz with Colin 
Aitchison, Franco Valussi, Steve Andrews.  
Admission £5,  pay at the door. For more 
details call 0191 414 2846.



 
Sunday 14 August 
Heritage walk - Saltwell Park Stroll

Walk around this beautiful Victorian 
park discovering stories of past and 
present from the oddities of Saltwell 
Towers to the story of the disappearing 
bandstands! Meet and finish at the park 
entrance opposite the Little Theatre. 
Walk starts at 2.30pm. Tickets cost 
£4 adults, £3 over 60s, accompanied 
children are free. Pay on the day. 

Saturday 20 August 
Never Mind the Ramones 3

Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central 
Library, 12-5pm. Join us for an eclectic 
mix of local blues, rock, electronica 
and acoustic music with spoken-word 
poetry, stalls, children’s activities and 
refreshments. Free; just drop in. For 
more information visit www.gateshead.
gov.uk/whatson

Thursday 25 August 
Manga Workshop with Paul Belcher

St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 1-3pm.  A 
great opportunity to learn some manga 
art techniques in this workshop suitable 
for children and adults.  All materials 
will be provided.  Suitable for ages 6 
plus. £5. To book call 0191 433 4699 or 
visitwww.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson 

Thursday 25 August 
North East Wildlife Photographer 
Exhibition 2016

Bewicks Gallery, Civic Centre. Over 1,600 
photographs of North East wildlife were 
entered into this competition organised 
by the Natural history Society of 
Northumbria in partnership with North 
East Wildlife Trusts. See the work of the 
winners and runners up.  Runs until 30 
September. 

Tuesday 30 August 
Summer Holiday Culture Camp –  
Make a Movie in a Day

Gateshead Central Library, 9.30am-
4.30pm. Culture Camp gives budding 
young filmmakers aged 8-14 an 
opportunity to create a movie in a  
day using iPads and iMovie. £20.  
To book call 0191 433 8420 or visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

SEPTEMBER

Saturday 10 September - Saturday  
19 November 
21 Years of Northern Print

An exhibition telling the story of 
Northern Print, 21 years on after 
opening on Fish Quay in North 
Shields.  It features highlights from 
commissions, residencies and print 
publications as well as archive cuttings 
and photographs from the early days 
Part of the International Print Biennale 
www.northernprint.org.uk Gallery open 
during normal library opening hours. 

 
Thursday 22 September, 7-8.30pm 
Murder Mystery Evening  
with Kate Ellis

An evening of murder, mystery 
and intrigue with bestselling crime 
fiction author Kate Ellis.  Play amateur 
detective for the evening and try and 
solve Kate’s mystery – The Murder in 
the Lemon Grove. Adults only. £3. Book 
online www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson 
or call 0191 433 8420.

Interested in  
drama?
Gateshead Youth Theatre is 
recruiting new members!  
If you fancy yourself as the next 
Jennifer Lawrence or Leo Dicaprio, 
are aged 8-14yrs and live in 
Gateshead, then this could be right 
up your street.

Runs Saturdays 10am-12pm in 
term time at The Caedmon Hall, 
in Gateshead Central Library. 
Workshops are led by a professional 
tutor, teaching all aspects of 
theatre and performance. Youth 
Theatre goers engage in a variety 
of confidence boosting activities 
and our lively, friendly group, have 
fun and also perform in front of live 
audiences.

For further details email: 
rachelhorton@gateshead.gov.uk
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If you want to advertise an event for free please add your listing to the community website www.OurGateshead.org

For full listings or to book tickets  at 
Sage Gateshead call 0191 443 4661 or 

visit www.sagegateshead.com

For latest exhibitions and events at  
Baltic visit www.balticmill.com

This is just a taste of events across 
Gateshead.  For more see  

www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

If you want to advertise an event for free please add your listing to the community website www.OurGateshead.org



Supporting Independence Service

Helping you in your home
For those jobs you can’t manage any more, our experienced 
team can help with:

·  Housework and laundry  ·  Household correspondence

·  Shopping and errands ·  Supporting your well-being

All for an affordable hourly rate!

Call us for more information on: 0191 433 5514

www.gateshead.gov.uk/independence

Saltwell Park Museum at the Shipley  

     Opens Saturday 11 June 2016  

A permanent new display, breathing  
new life into the objects from Saltwell Park 
Museum. Featuring glassware and ceramics, 
taxidermy, bird eggs, insects, minerals, 
fossils and geology, as well as objects 
donated by Gateshead residents.

Shipley Art Gallery
Prince Consort Road, Gateshead, NE8 4JB
Free entry 
Tel: (0191) 477 1495
Textphone: 18001 0191 477 1495

www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk

0191 433 2653 (8.30am-5pm) 
0191 477 0844 (out of office)



nexus.org.uk/metro @My_Metro /mymetrotw

With Metro, those 
golden moments are 
still only £12 a year. 
Good to know.

Exclusively for 
Concessionary 

Travel Pass 
holders

Make your summer golden. Throughout July and August, Concessionary Travel Pass holders can 
enjoy unlimited travel all day, every day on Metro with a Metro Gold Card. Buy a Metro Gold Card 
for just £12 a year from any Metro station ticket machine, Payzone store or Nexus TravelShop.

If you live outside Tyne and Wear, a Metro Gold Card is £25 a year.

Adoption

Start your journey with Gateshead 
Council. 

www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption 
or call 0191 433 6388  

could you... would you... 
will you?

Information evenings: Thursday 4 August & Thursday  
6 October, 5.30-7pm at Gateshead Civic Centre



Wednesday 27 July, 28 September & 30 November
Bewicks, Gateshead Civic Centre, 5.30-7pm

We need foster 
carers!
Come to our friendly information 
evening and find out more

All welcome
Tel: 0191 433 8333
Email: adoptionandfostering@gateshead.gov.uk
www.gateshead.gov.uk/fostering


