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To the Autumn 
issue of Council 
News. As usual 
at this time, our 
thoughts turn to 
the budget and 
how we allocate 
the funding we 
have in a fair and 
balanced way.  As 
in previous years, 
this won’t be easy.  We set out the 
challenges we’re facing and how you 
can help us on page 9.

There’s still a lot happening to be proud 
of, and to look forward to.  From the 
potential of our area hosting the Great 
Exhibition of the North to a round-up 
of key investment projects over the last 
year that will improve your quality of 
life and boost the local economy in the 
future. We also give you details of our 
fantastic free outdoor WiFi project now 
underway in Gateshead and Newcastle.

We also highlight some key sporting 
and cultural events coming up such 
as the Juice Festival, Enchanted Parks, 
the World Transplant Games and the 
ever popular Family Sculpture Day 
in Saltwell Park.  And Snowdogs are 
coming to town – we’ve details of 
where to find them on page 32.

There’s news about how we’ve 
improved our online payment system 
to make it easier and faster for you to 
make payments via your phone, tablet 
or laptop - which helps us to save 
money at the same time.

All this plus a round-up of health news, 
what’s on in the borough, a focus on 
Path Head Water Mill and its volunteers, 
what’s been going on in your local area, 
and we reveal our new school meals 
that taste as good as they look.

Martin Gannon

Welcome 
from Leader of the Council, 
Councillor Martin Gannon

Budget update
Page 9
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News in brief
College success

The North East’s top performing 
college has received national 
recognition for the way it develops, 
supports, and manages its people. 
Gateshead College secured Investors 
in People Gold for the second time, 
maintaining an accreditation that 
only 13% of Investors in People have 
achieved so far.  

Simply the best

Newcastle Airport has been named 
as the best in the country by Mirror 
Travel and cheapflights.co.uk.

A poll of holidaymakers ranked 
airports on a range of issues – from 
cleanliness and speed of check-in to 
shopping and friendliness of staff.  

Metro expansion

A plan to expand the Metro system 
has been approved by the North 
East Combined Authority.  It will 
also see old trains being replaced 
and provision for more than £1bn 
of new investment over the next 
20 years. New Metro or rail links 
include Newcastle’s West End, 
the Metrocentre and south east 
Northumberland. 

Good Morning Britain

Last month, ITV’s Good Morning 
Britain broadcast live from Baltic 
Square. Laura Tobin presented the 
weather forecast and Andi Peters 
gave viewers the chance to win a  
VW Camper Van against a backdrop 
of Gateshead Millennium Bridge and 
Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art. 

Award winning service

The Connexions service has achieved 
the prestigious MATRIX Award for 
Information Advice and Guidance 
at its first attempt. The service 
was praised for the commitment, 
professionalism and expertise of 
its staff, its work in tracking what 
happens to young people, and the 
quality of the information it provides. 
See story about the Connexions offer 
on page 12.

Public Space Protection Orders can 
be put in place to prevent people 
behaving in a way that can have a 
negative impact on local people and 
communities.  And the Council is 
currently considering the introduction 
of three such orders - these are:

• Across Gateshead: measures to 
ensure anyone walking a dog has the 
means to clear up after it; and giving 
police powers to seize alcohol from 
anyone drinking alcohol and causing 
anti-social behaviour in a public place.

• Town centre: a range of measures 
including prohibiting begging and 
banning street drinking.

• Metrocentre retail park: measures 
to stop people driving in an anti-
social manner and misusing the 
parking area.

Take part in our online consultation 
about these orders at  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
consultations   

For a paper copy of the 
questionnaire call the community 
safety team on 0191 433 2168.  
Deadline is 13 October 2016.

The outcome of the consultation will 
be available at www.gateshead.gov.
uk/consultationspast

Curbing bad behaviour

One of the great things about 
Gateshead is the amount of 
community and voluntary activity. By 
this we mean local people coming 
together to help each other, support 
others, improve their environment 
and just ‘do good stuff’. Some groups 
have been around for a long time 
and are well known, but others are 
small, local groups such as the local 
bowls club, or the association who 
run the local community hall.

However, cuts in government 
funding have had an effect on the 
amount and level of support the 
Council can now offer these groups.  
So in order for them to receive the 
help they need to thrive in the future, 
we’ve asked Newcastle CVS (Council 
for Voluntary Service) to help us 
support these groups.

Although based in central Gateshead, 
a team of three workers from 
Newcastle CVS has been out in the 
community attending local events 
and fairs, as well as hosting ‘meet and 
greet’ events for local groups, raising 
awareness of how they can help. 

The Gateshead Support Team – 
Caroline Beckett, Mark Shilcock and 
Jack Summerside (pictured with 
Manager Giovanni Spatuzzi) can 

help  advise groups about a range 
of things from accessing different 
sources of funding, how to fill in 
application forms , how to run an 
organisation effectively, how to 
manage finances  and what to do 
when things aren’t working. 

So if you are a voluntary or 
community group and need 
advice and support give the 
team a call. They are based at 
Age UK Gateshead, 341-343 
High Street, Gateshead, NE8 1EQ. 
Phone 0191 691 1111, email 
information@gatesheadsupport.
org.uk or go online www.
gatesheadcvsnewcastle.org.uk

Helping us to help you

Can I recycle FRUIT JUICE CARTONS? YES – in your blue bin!
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It’s been announced that the World 
Transplant Games will take place 
in NewcastleGateshead from 17-
24 August 2019, beating off stiff 
competition from Houston, Texas. 

We’ve already 
hosted the most 
successful British 
Transplant Games 
ever in 2015, and 
the World Transport 
Games are expected 
to attract around 
3,000 participants 
(competitors and 
supporters) from over 
60 countries.  It’s hoped 
to hold an international 
Symposium on Transplantation at the 
same time bringing an estimated £4 
million into the local economy.

The games help to raise awareness of 
the need to increase organ donation 
on a national and international stage.  
The competitors are unique in that 
each one of them is alive and well as a 
result of a successful organ transplant. 
Anyone from 4-80 years old who 
qualifies is welcome to participate, 
and there are over 50 events to suit all 
capabilities including athletics, ten pin 
bowling, swimming, racquet sports, 
golf, volleyball, lawn bowls and cycling. 

Council Leader, Martin Gannon said: 
“This is fantastic news for the North 
East, once again confirming our ability 
to attract and host world class events. 
I know NewcastleGateshead will put 

on a superb event, not only raising the 
profile of transplantation but ensuring 
the competitors and supporters from 
around the world have a brilliant and 
memorable stay with us.”

Around 6,500 people in the UK are currently on the transplant waiting list and 
every day around three people who could have benefitted from a transplant die 
because there aren’t enough organ donors.  

To find out more about the NHS Organ Donor Register visit  
www.organdonation.nhs.uk 

World Transplant Games

British Transplant Games 2015

Making sure your details are correct on 
our electoral register is vital if you are to 
vote in any local or national elections. 

That’s why every year, we send you a 
form with members of your household 
listed, for you to check and let us know 
if these are correct or not.

You’ll have already received your form 
and if you’ve informed us of your details 
– thank you.  

If you haven’t, please do so as soon as 
possible as sending out reminders or 
having to call at your home, costs us 
(and council tax payers), money that 
could be better spent.  

Remember to let us know even if your 
details are correct.  

You have a number of options - choose 
the easiest for you:

• Go online: www.householdresponse.
com/gateshead

• Call the helpline on 0191 433 7001

• Complete and return the form in the 
prepaid envelope to electoral services 

If you do not need to make any changes 
you can also confirm your details are 
correct by using our automated services

• Freephone: 0800 197 9871

• Text: 80212

If you have not already responded, 
house calls will take place between  
23 September and 9 October.  

Respond, register, vote Tackling takeaways
The Council was shortlisted for a 
national award for its trailblazing 
approach to curbing the 
obesity trend through planning 
restrictions.

Planning permission for new hot 
food takeaways will be refused 
in wards where children’s obesity 
levels exceed 10%, or where there 
are a higher proportion of hot food 
takeaways per head of population 
than the national average

The Hot Food Takeaway 
Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) was shortlisted 
in the Planning and Placemaking 
awards, in the category for best 
health scheme.
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Visitors and residents of Gateshead and 
Newcastle can now connect to free 
outdoor WiFi, thanks to GoDigital WiFi.

In a partnership between Newcastle 
City Council and Gateshead Council, 
as part of the Go Digital Newcastle 
programme, BT is providing an outdoor 
WiFi service in key pedestrian routes in 
Newcastle city centre, Gateshead town 
centre and both sides of the Quayside.

Providing free access to WiFi has 
benefits for visitors, workers and 
residents by allowing people to look up 
information, book tickets, check their 
emails, search for jobs and many more, 
all whilst on the move.

As councils and the wider public sector 
are moving an increasing number of 
services online, the free public WiFi 
allows residents, businesses and visitors 
to take advantage of the changes.

Cabinet Member for Economy, 
Councillor Gary Haley said: “This is 
great news for residents and visitors 
to Gateshead, who can now get free 
access to the Internet whilst they are on 
the move.

“This exciting new scheme will not only 
allow residents to access their favourite 
websites, apps and public services 

while they are out and about, but it 
will also make the area an even more 
attractive place to visit, which in turn, 
should bring increased trade for local 
businesses.”

The concession contract with BT is for 
10 years at no cost to the councils, who 
will receive an initial upfront rental fee 
and annual rent from BT for the use of 
its street furniture.  BT will install and 
operate the service and provide a 24/7 

support desk for users via a free 0800 
telephone number.

The Go Digital project is funded by 
the Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport as part of the Government’s 
UK-wide Super Connected Cities 
programme.

Find out more about free WiFi in 
Gateshead at  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/freewifi

Free outdoor WiFi

Phil Custy, BT business development manager, Cllr Gary Haley, Cllr Joyce McCarty,  
Newcastle Council, Simon Roberson, BT regional partnership director, Steve Smith,  
Newcastle Council, ICT solutions architect.

NEWS

Field of Remembrance 
For the fifth year running, there 
will be a Field of Remembrance 
in Saltwell Park. Remembrance 
Crosses will be available for a small 
donation in various venues around 
Gateshead including the Civic 
Centre and the café in Saltwell 
Towers from Monday 24 October. 

It’s hoped that thousands of 
Remembrance Crosses will be 
placed on Saturday 29 October 
following a dedication ceremony 
at 10.30am attended by the Mayor 
of Gateshead, together with other 
Civic Heads from the North East 
and representatives of the Armed 
Forces.

Remembrance Day Services 2016
• Friday 11 November: Low Fell Boer War Memorial.  Service will start at 10.45am 

followed by a wreath laying ceremony and a march past.

• Friday 11 November: Saltwell Park.  Service will start at 10.45am followed by a 
wreath laying ceremony.

• Sunday 13 November: Cenotaph, Prince Consort Road. Service will start at 
10.45am followed by a wreath laying ceremony and a march past. 

•  Sunday 13 November: Leave Birtley Community Centre at 10.35am for Birtley 
Cenotaph for 10.45am service and a wreath laying ceremony. 

•  Sunday 13 November:  Meet at Fellside Road, Whickham at 10.30am and 
proceed to the War Memorial for a wreath laying ceremony at 11am, followed by a 
service in St Mary’s Church. 

• Sunday 13 November:  Garden of Remembrance, Felling at 10.45am for a short 
service and wreath laying ceremony at 11am (if wet, please make way to St Mary’s 
Church at Heworth).

Information was correct at time of going to print, however may be subject to 
slight changes – please check www.gateshead.gov.uk for the latest information, 
including a full list of services taking place, or contact the Mayor’s secretary on 
0191 433 2011 or email mayorsoffice@gateshead.gov.uk
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Fraud watch 
This Autumn the Council begins 
its involvement in the 2016/17 
National Fraud Initiative.  Since 
1996, approximately £1.17 billion 
of fraud and overpayments have 
been identified nationally by 
matching data within, and between, 
participating organisations.

We are required to submit data on: 
housing benefits, council tax, payroll, 
pensions, students eligible for a loan, 
housing tenants, housing right to buy, 
housing waiting lists, trade creditors’ 
payment history and trade creditors’ 
standing data, private supported care 

home residents, personal budgets, 
blue badges, residents parking 
passes, concessionary travel passes, 
electoral register, insurance claims, 
taxi driver licenses, market trader 
licenses and licenses for the supply of 
alcohol.

 Matches found within our own 
data, and between us and other 
organisations, are sent back to us to 
investigate.

For further information contact 
Tanya Rossington on 0191 433 
2192 or email tanyarossington@
gateshead.gov.uk

NewcastleGateshead is in the running 
to host the Great Exhibition of the 
North in 2018 after being named as 
one of four shortlisted destinations, 
together with Bradford, Blackpool and 
Sheffield.

The Government launched the 
competition for town and cities in the 
North earlier this year.  The winning 
bid will receive funding of £5 million 
towards the exhibition, with a further 
£15 million in the form of a legacy fund 
to attract wider cultural investment.

Carol Bell, culture and major 
events director at destination 
management and marketing agency 
NewcastleGateshead Initiative, which 
led the development of the bid said: 
“It’s fantastic news that we’ve made the 
Government’s shortlist to host the Great 
Exhibition of the North in 2018.

Inspiring

“We believe we are the perfect 
destination to host this event. Not only 
do we have a proven track record in 
hosting major festivals and events, we 
also have an inspiring story to tell about 
our region; one that celebrates the 
great art, culture, design and innovation 
that defines the North of England 
today.”

NewcastleGateshead is no stranger 
to hosting major cultural events - the 
Turner Prize 2011 saw over 150,000 
people visit BALTIC, many from across 
the UK and abroad.

Cabinet Member for Culture, Sport and 
Leisure, Councillor John McElroy added: 
“This once-in-a-generation event gives 
a unique opportunity to showcase 
the wealth of art, culture, design and 
innovation that already exists and the 
region is renowned for. We look forward 
to the next phase of the process and 
feel sure that we have an engaging bid 
for the judging panel.”

Shortlisted destinations are being 
encouraged to use social media to raise 
awareness and enable people to voice 
their support. The NewcastleGateshead 
bid team is asking people to include 
NewcastleGateshead to host 
#GreatNorthExpo2018 in tweets of 
support.

The bid was led by a consortium of 
partners including NewcastleGateshead 
Initiative, Tyne & Wear Archives 
& Museums, North East Cultural 
Partnership, BALTIC and Sage 
Gateshead.

Great Exhibition of the North 

Turner Prize exhibit queue at Baltic

Can I recycle HOLIDAY BROCHURES? 
YES – in your blue bin!

You and your  
local area survey 
Complete our online lifestyle and 
satisfaction survey about where 
you live, your views on the Council, 
getting involved and waste and 
recycling services. 

You could win an i-Pad mini or 
shopping vouchers. 

To take part just go to  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
viewpoint

The deadline is 30 September 
2016.
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Can you help?
Vandals have caused thousands of pounds worth of damage across Gateshead.

Graffiti has appeared over the summer in a number of locations including the 
town centre, Bensham and the Shipcote area.

The damage will cost the Council thousands of pounds to repair and police are 
appealing for help to identify and take action against those responsible.

Anyone who recognises any of the tags or who has any information is 
asked to contact police on 101 for the attention of Inspector Mick Robson.

There’s still time to nominate 
someone for a Gateshead Award. 
These council-led awards are held 
annually to celebrate volunteers, 
organisations, carers and others 
who make an outstanding 
contribution to their community. 
If you haven’t already nominated 
you have until Wednesday 30 
November to do so.

Nominate online at 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
gatesheadawards 

For more information phone 
the Mayor’s secretary on 
0191 433 2011 or email 
kathrynbreadin@gateshead.
gov.uk

Gateshead 
Awards 2016

Danger! Giant Hogweed
If you have Giant Hogweed in your 
garden – you’ll know about it!  This 
ornamental giant is hard to miss - but 
you need to be careful and take steps 
to get rid of it.  That’s the advice of the 
Council which treats or removes any of 
these plants found on council land.  

The reason for this is that this invasive 
plant not only prevents native plants 
from growing, but it poses a public 
health problem too.  It produces a toxic 
sap which reacts to light (particularly 
sunlight) on the skin which can result 
in a mild rash, watery blisters or even 
chronic dermatitis – all of which may 
require a visit to the hospital.

This is definitely not a plant to have 
around - especially if you find it in your 
garden or in a public space. So what 
should you do?

If you discover Giant Hogweed on 
council property please report it 
to us on 0191 433 7000 or email 
customerservices@gateshead.gov.uk

If it’s on your property – you need to 
control it. 

You can do this yourself or pay someone 
to do it for you. Details are given 
opposite on how you can do this.

Take control
There are three things 
you can do to tackle this 
plant pest – all of which 
are best started in April 
or May.

Use a herbicide – A 
garden herbicide with 
Glyphosate kills plants 
when they are small. 
Follow the instructions 
on the packet and check 
after two weeks to make 
sure that all the plants 
are dying. Re-apply if necessary.

Cutting – Cutting the plant back repeatedly throughout the season will stop it 
from flowering and it will die eventually. Wear long sleeves and gloves to keep 
the sap off your skin and wash everything afterwards.

Digging – If you have only a few plants, dig them up, making sure you cut the 
tap root at least 10cm below ground level and shake all the soil from the root. 
To prevent any possible spread, do not take the plant away (and don’t put it 
in your garden waste bin). Let it rot, with the roots exposed to dry out. Wear 
long sleeves and gloves to keep the sap off your skin and wash everything 
afterwards.

Whichever treatment you use, check regularly to make sure you have got them 
all.  And do the same thing next year. Be thorough and there will be less and less! 
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Budget challenge continues
COUNCIL BUDGET

Every Autumn we start to plan our 
budgets for the year ahead. Our current 
budget is around £199 million. But 
as we continue to face huge financial 
pressures, it’s getting harder and harder 
to set a budget that is balanced and fair 
to everyone.

At a time when more people than ever 
before need our services, people living 
longer and more children in care, our 
costs are going up when our main 
source of funding from the government 
is going down.  

We now receive nearly 50% less money 
from the government than we did in 
2010. Imagine if you lost half of your 
income, how would you manage your 
household budget? How would you 
prioritise what you spent your money 
on and what you didn’t? This is the 
dilemma we face and it’s not an easy 
task. 

In the last six years we’ve had to make 
savings of £130 million from our annual 
budget. This means we now have £380 
per person, per year less to spend on 
services than we once did. This has 
led to big changes in the way services 
are delivered and with a further £71.9 
million to save in the next three years, 
it will be impossible to continue to give 
you the same services we once did. 

We’ve already changed the way we do 
things to cut costs:

• we now have over 2,000 fewer people 
working for us, including half the 
number of senior managers

• we’re raising more money for 
Gateshead by building more homes 
and investing in the economy 

• and we’re working closer with other 
organisations like the NHS to provide 
public services. 

But this is not enough. 

We have a legal duty to set a balanced 
budget so we have no choice but to 
make further cuts and changes to 
services that we deliver.  In the future 
the government intend to phase out 
our central grant and we will have to 
rely on council tax, business rates and 
fees and charges for our funding. 

This year we took the difficult decision 
to increase council tax by 3.9%, 
although an important contribution to 
our finances it only raises £3 million a 
year so we can not rely on this alone to 
close the financial gap we face over the 
next few years.  If there were no caps on 
how much council tax could go up, we’d 
have to raise it by 24.5% each year for 
three years to help us meet our £71.8 
million gap. Clearly this is not a solution 
so we have to look at all our options. 

Give your views on our budget proposals
In November, we’ll ask for your views on our budget proposals for 2017/18.  There’s bound to be tough choices to make 
about services that are important to you so we’re urging as many of you as possible to get involved and have your say.

We want to make sure we make the right decisions for Gateshead and we can only do that by listening to the people who 
use our services – you. 

The proposals will go live in November, and you can find out more details by visiting www.gateshead.gov.uk/budget 

£130 million already saved since 2010  
- what could £130 million have bought?

We need to save another £71.9 million by 2020, that’s 

1,300 
three bedroomed 

houses in Gateshead

Pay the wages of 

5,000 care 
workers

new bridges to 
cross the Tyne 866 5

refuse vehicles and crews 
(we currently have 10)

Almost the same  
as we spend each year 
looking after older 
people and vulnerable 
adults

what we 
spend on 
our libraries

what we spend 
on all looked 
after children

7x25x
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LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Apply online for your child’s school place
If your child is due to start at a 
Gateshead secondary, primary, infant 
or junior school for the first time in 
September 2017, you can apply online 
NOW for the schools of your choice. 

The closing dates for submitting 
application forms are:

31 October 2016 - for secondary 
school admissions 

15 January 2017 - for primary, infant 
and junior school admissions

You can apply online at:  www.
gateshead.gov.uk/schooladmissions 
The online application form will enable 
you to complete your application and 
send it direct to the school admissions 

team.  You can also access a copy of 
the admission to schools booklet on 
the council’s website which contains 
lots of useful information about the 
admissions process.

The online system is easy to use, there’s 
no risk of your application getting lost 
in the post, you receive confirmation 
when we receive your form, and email 
confirmation of which school your child 
has been offered on allocation day. 

Alternatively, you can request a paper 
application form from the school 
admissions team, Dryden Centre, 
Evistones Road, Low Fell, Gateshead, 
NE9 5UR.

Award winning club 
The club that keeps on winning!  We’ve reported the success of Special 
Olympics Gateshead many times in Council News – and they’ve done it again.  
The club has scooped the ‘Putting People First Personalisation’ award at the 
Great Britain Care Awards held in May in Birmingham.  Congratulations to all 
involved.

For more information visit www.specialolympicsgb.org.uk

For more information call 
0191 433 2756/2757/2109.

Gateshead school 
uniforms appeal
If your child has outgrown their 
school uniform and you are having 
a clear out after the summer 
holidays – why not recycle them 
for a good cause?

Gateshead Council and charity 
Changing Lives have come 
together in a unique partnership 
to provide free Gateshead school 
uniforms to families who need 
them and who are referred by the 
Council’s housing services.

At the moment stock is limited 
and demand is high, so there is an 
appeal being made for any good 
quality items of uniforms from any 
Gateshead school to be donated 
to the charity’s Jackson Street shop 
in the town centre.

If anyone has uniform items to 
donate, please drop them into 
the Changing Lives shop, Jackson 
Street, or the ‘donation station’ 
at CWL Reception, 1st floor, Civic 
Centre.  Changing Lives would 
also be grateful for donations of 
clothing, bric-a-brac, carrier bags 
and other items they can sell in 
their Gateshead shop.

To find out more about the 
charity and its work visit 
www.changing-lives.org.uk

National Adoption Week takes place 
between 17-23 October and the 
need to find families for some of our 
most vulnerable children remains at 
the heart of this year’s campaign. But 
it also aims to paint a true picture of 
what adoption is actually like today.

If you’ve adopted or are going 
through the process, or just have a 
story to tell, the easiest way to get 
involved and show your support is 
via social media and we hope you 
you’ll use #SupportAdoption to 
show that you do!

In Gateshead, we have 12 children 
who need your help, so if you’ve ever 
thought about adoption contact us 
today and find out more.  

We’ve a proven track record and 
great feedback from our adopters 
including comments such as:  “We 
really appreciate all the amazing 

support you have 
given us during our 
adoption journey.  
You have been so professional and 
honest whilst also being caring and 
we have felt prepared for all stages 
of the process.”

Adopters are needed from all walks 
of life to meet the needs of a wide 
range of children.  All enquiries 
from people aged over 21 will be 
considered. 

Call 0191 433 6388, email 
adoptionandfostering@
gateshead.gov.uk or visit the 
website www.gateshead.gov.uk/
adoption

Adopt with us
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Golden girl Jill

A Gateshead based project in Dunston 
that transforms people’s lives and helps 
the environment at the same time is 
celebrating its first year of operation.

The gwk woodshed is run by social 
enterprise Groundwork NE & Cumbria.  
It takes waste and surplus timber and 
turns it into unique, affordable, high 
quality, indoor and outdoor furniture 
and other products. These are sold at 
the on-site shop and online in order to 
help the charity generate an income.  
Since it opened, it has diverted more 
than 100 tonnes of wood from landfill 
and achieved sales in excess of £40,000.

Training

Its main purpose is to provide training 
for volunteers and those on work 
placements to help boost their 
employment prospects by increasing 
their skills, knowledge, confidence and 
self-esteem. People like Micky Stobbart, 

a 38-year-old gwk woodshed volunteer, 
who lives in Blaydon.  He said:  “I am 
learning so many new skills including 
the use of power tools and how to 
design and built a range of garden 
furniture.”

The woodshed’s recent commissions 
have included providing 40 timber 
planters to Catchgate Horticultural and 
Planter Society (CHAPS) in Stanley, as 
well as a number of seats and pieces 
of furniture for Gateshead restaurant, 
Vivere.

Nursery

The gwk nursery, is also on the same 
site and open to the public who can 
buy a range of plants and trees as well 
as products from the gwk woodshed. 
Both are located on the Gateshead 
Nursery site at Whickham Highway, 
Dunston, NE11 9RQ.  Open Mon-Fri 
8.30am-4.30pm and Sat 12 noon-4pm.

For more information please 
visit: www.groundwork.org.uk/
sites/northeast or phone 07895 
633 738/0191 460 9508 or email 
gwkwoodshed@groundwork.org.uk

The gwk workshop

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Wood is good!

The Bookshop at St Mary’s Heritage 
Centre boasts one of the biggest 
selections of local history books in 
the region.  To give you a flavour of 
what’s on offer we asked local history 
librarian Simon Green to review one 
of the books on offer. 

Simon chose 
to review 
‘Gateshead’s 
Grand Houses 
Revisited’ – this 
is what he said:

“A companion 
to ‘Gateshead’s 
Grand Houses’, 
‘Gateshead’s 
Grand Houses 
Revisited’ delves deeper into the 
stately piles that emerged in parts of 
the town mostly during the Victorian 
era.

“Industrialists, philanthropists, 
and future Mayors chose, until 
then, mainly rural parts of the 
borough to live, taking advantage 
of the convenience of the newly laid 
turnpike roads.

“Many of those buildings still exist, 
some hidden behind high walls and 
hedges, and the story of their former 
owners makes fascinating reading.

“Both South Dene Tower and The 
Datcha have links to current major 
players in the film industry, and 
Bensham Grove hosted many 
illustrious visitors when it was owned 
by the Spence-Watsons.

Memories

“Filled with photographs showing 
the magnificent variety of 
architecture and innovation that was 
brought to bear in creating these 
des-res’s, what this book does best 
is to make you look at buildings you 
might pass every day in a new light 
and evokes those special memories 
of the past for present and former 
residents of Gateshead.”

Gateshead’s Grand Houses 
Revisited is available now from 
St. Mary’s Bookshop, St Mary’s 
Heritage Centre, Oakwellgate, 
Gateshead, priced £4.99.  Open 
Tues-Sat, 10am-4pm.

History corner ST MARY’S
H E R I T A G E  C E N T R E

Former Gateshead College student 
and England and Manchester City 
footballer Jill Scott (pictured), has 
been awarded an Association of 
Colleges Gold Award - which was 
presented to her at the House of 
Commons. 

The award celebrates the success 
of further education students 
and acknowledges the vital role 
that colleges play in building the 
foundation of successful careers.

On accepting the award, Jill said: 
“My time at Gateshead College 
provided the platform for me to 
progress, and achieve my football 
dreams. For that I will always be 
grateful.”

For more information about the 
awards visit www.aoc.co.uk   
For Gateshead College visit 
www.gateshead.ac.uk
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We are looking for volunteers to provide 
a befriending and supporting role for 
the victims of anti-social behaviour.  

As a volunteer you will receive the 
training you need to undertake this 
role, be supported throughout by a 
project coordinator, be matched to a 
particular individual in a particular area, 
supporting them when needed. 

The training will start in October with a date to be confirmed with volunteers.

To register your interest go to www gateshead.gov.uk/asbvolunteer 
or for more information contact Kate Marshall, the Council’s volunteer 
coordinator on 0191 433 3255 email katemarshall@gateshead.gov.uk

A big thank you to everyone who took part in our Gateshead 
Volunteers’ Month held in June.

Over 60 events took place to celebrate our volunteers and raise  
awareness of volunteering opportunities available across Gateshead.

The month proved a great success with:

·  60 new volunteers being recruited
·  £11,691 allocated to groups from the Gateshead Volunteers Month Grant
·  A total of 101,170 hours were recorded during the four-week period - equating to 

an economic value of £1.3 million

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Cheers for volunteers

To find out more about volunteering visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/volunteering 
call 0191 433 3255 or email volunteering@gateshead.gov.uk

Help a victim of anti-social behaviour

New start 

Left school in the summer?  
You now need to stay in learning, 
education or training up to the 
age of 18. But you don’t have to 
stay in school.

There are a range of options 
available and Gateshead 
Connexions can help you. If you 
are aged 16 or 17 years old, you 
are entitled to an offer of a suitable 
place of education or training by 
the end of September. We call this 
our Gateshead guarantee.

Whether it’s an apprenticeship, 
training, further qualifications at 
school or college, volunteering 
or general careers advice, there’s 
something for everyone whatever 
your circumstances. You can 
continue learning alongside a job 
or volunteering and can combine 
learning with responsibilities, like 
caring for someone or looking 
after your child.

If you still don’t have an offer 
sorted, it is not too late. You 
can contact Connexions for 
September starts right up to the 
beginning of the autumn term. 
There’s space for everyone in post-
16 education this September – we 
can guarantee it!

To book an appointment 
with Connexions, call us now 
on 0191 433 2785. For more 
information about Gateshead 
Connexions visit www.
connexions-tw.co.uk/gateshead

Staff and pupils at Gibside School in 
Whickham received a VIP visit recently 
when TV star Denise Welch came to 
the school to present it with a specially 
adapted coach.

The school which meets the needs 
of pupils with profound and multiple 
learning difficulties, was delighted 
to receive both Denise and the bus 
– which was a gift from Variety, the 
Children’s Charity, thanks to a donation 
from the Bingo Association.

The coach is fitted with a ramp which 
allows easy access for wheelchair users.  
Denise said: “This coach will make a 
huge difference to these kids’ lives. And 
not just their lives, but to a lot of parents 
who benefit hugely from this coach as 
well.”

All aboard

Gibside School has an ‘Outstanding’ rating from Ofsted.  For more information 
contact the school on 0191 441 0123, gibsideschool@gateshead.gov.uk or visit: 
www.gibsideschool.org

Quit for life 
With help and support from 
Live Well Gateshead, you can 
quit smoking for life.  

Call 0800 014 9092
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Social media has become very 
popular and people of all ages 
enjoy using it for many and varied 
purposes.  However, there are some 
social media pages that are not quite 
what they seem.  Most especially, 
there are those which claim you 
have a chance of winning a major 
prize merely by liking, sharing, and 
commenting.  This prize could be 
anything from an Apple I phone to a 
luxury car. However, these claims can 
be fraudulent.  They are not giving 
away the luxury items. The promised 
prizes do not exist and no amount of 
liking, sharing, and commenting will 
give you even the slightest chance of 
winning one.

Social media pages can be part of a 
scam known as ‘like-farming’. Their 
purpose is to swiftly garner a large 
numbers of ‘likes’. By specifying that 
users must like, share, and comment, 
the scammers responsible for the 
scam ensures that their fraudulent 
material is seen by an ever growing 
audience.  They effectively turn the 
gullible public, who are taken in by 
these giveaway scams, into their own 
personal band of spammers.

After the ‘like’ count on the scam 
pages becomes very large, the 
scammers can then use them 
to launch follow on scams, such 
as survey scams, this time to a 
considerably larger pool of potential 
victims. Alternatively, they may 
sell the now heavily ‘liked’ pages to 
other scammers who will, in turn, 
repurpose them for their own spam 
or scam campaigns.

Scam social media pages likes these 
are very common. Despite a good 
deal of publicity about such scams, 
they continue to find new victims. 
Don’t be tempted to participate in 
these bogus giveaways just in case 
they are legitimate. By doing so, you 
are not only aiding and abetting 
scammers, but also exposing your 
friends to their fraudulent material.

For more advice contact our fair 
trading team on 0191 433 3987

AT YOUR SERVICE

Re-cycling old bikes
If you have an old bike that’s seen better 
days and the only place it’s headed for 
is the scrap heap - give it to us and we’ll 
‘re-cycle’ your cycle!

Working with our waste contractor 
SUEZ Recycling and Recovery, and local 
charity Recyke y’Bike, the Council aims 
to give your bike a second chance.  

Simply bring your unwanted bicycle 
to Campground Household Waste and 
Recycling Centre in Wrekenton and the 
transformation process will begin.

Re-sale

Firstly, it will be inspected and if it really 
is past its sell by date it will go in the 
metals skip for recycling.  But if it’s still 
fairly serviceable, it will be put to one 
side for Byker based Recyke y’Bike to 
check over to see if they can refurbish it 
for re-sale.

Some of the sturdier bikes could even 
be sent to a charity in Colchester which 
supplies projects in Africa with bicycles.Giving old bikes a new lease of life

When you are alone, vulnerable and 
need help – who’re you going to call? 
Care Call that’s who – the Council’s 
24/7 service that supports people 
in their own home using the latest 
technology and equipment.

Irene (pictured) is a Care Call assistant 
– although based at the Civic 
Centre, she is on hand to offer help 
and reassurance to people across 
the borough.  She’ll alert a family 
member, doctor, emergency services, 
or can send a Care Call assistant to 
help you if you have a fall. 

“It’s a great service,” said Irene “people 
can remain independent, confident 
in the knowledge that if they have a 
fall, or feel unwell, they only have to 
press the button on their pendant 
or bracelet and I or one of my 
colleagues will respond and help 
them.

“I’ve been doing this for 16 years and 
in that time, the technology on offer 
has improved in leaps and bounds 
– from the simple pendants to GPS 

tracking so we know where people 
are – especially useful if you leave the 
house and then get lost or confused 
about where you are – we can find 
you.”

The basic Care Call is free for six 
months for people over 75 and gives 
them and their families, peace of 
mind and reassurance that help is 
available at any time of the day or 
night.  It’s available for any vulnerable 
person – young or old.

If you’d like more information 
about Care Call and how it can 
help you or a member of your 
family, details of how much it 
costs, or you would like a free 
demonstration call us on: 
 0191 478 7666 email 
telecarehealth@gateshead.gov.uk

Care Call

Campground  Household Waste and Recycling Centre is on Springwell Road, 
Wrekenton, Gateshead, NE9 7XW. Open Mon-Sun 8am-8pm (until 30 Sept)  
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, Sat & Sun 8am-6pm (from 1 Oct-31 Mar).   
For more information call 0191 433 7000 or visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/wrc



Show Racism the Red Card
Anti-Racism organisation ‘Show 
Racism the Red Card’ is marking its 
20th anniversary this year with a 
variety of events to celebrate and 
remember the achievements of the 
organisation.  

To find out more about the 
organisation and what’s planned 
visit www.theredcard.org

Online www.gateshead.gov.uk/benefits

Visit our assisted service, Gateshead Civic Centre

Email benefitenquiries@gateshead.gov.uk, or call 0191 433 4646

14 Gateshead Council News Autumn 2016

AT YOUR SERVICE

Library service consultation
A consultation about our library service 
is currently underway, and if you’ve not 
taken part, we’d love to hear what you 
think about the options put forward.

It’s really important that 
we know what you think 
of our proposals and the 
impact they may have on 
you or your family.   We’ve 
five options for you to 
consider as well as a few 
questions about how 
you use your local library so the service 
reflects and changes in line with what 
people want in the future.

Over 1,000 people have already 
responded but there’s still time to have 
your say as the consultation doesn’t end 
until 8 October.  You can do this online 
or, you can pick a paper copy up at your 
local library. 

Cabinet Member for Culture, Sport 
and Leisure, Councillor John McElroy 
urged as many people as possible to 
take part.  He said:  “Residents are aware 
of the financial pressures the Council 
continues to face.  Since 2010 we’ve had 
to make £130 million in savings due 
to Government funding cuts, and this 
is one reason we need to undertake a 
further review of the library service.  

“We know that many communities 
greatly value their libraries, but the 
Council unfortunately needs to 
consider options for reductions in 
service.”

A series of drop in sessions about these 
options have been arranged - see 
advert on page 35 for details.

The questionnaire will be available in 
all council run libraries until Saturday 
8 October and an online version 
is now available on the Council’s 
website at www.gateshead.gov.uk/
consultations

Help stamp out 
hate crime
Gateshead is a place where people 
from many different backgrounds 
live, and we want to continue 
to make the borough a safe and 
welcoming place, where everyone 
feels included.

 The Council’s community safety 
team works with a range of partner 
agencies and Council services 
to promote awareness of hate 
incidents, including how to report 
them, support for victims and 
holding perpetrators to account.

Hate incidents are crimes in which 
people are targeted because of 
hostility or prejudice towards 
that person’s religion, skin colour, 
national origin and also disability, 
gender or sexual identity.

If you believe you have experienced 
a hate incident, or seen one taking 
place, you can report it in several 
ways: In an emergency always 
dial 999, or you can contact the 
police on 101. You can also ring 
a confidential 24 hour helpline 
anonymously on 0191 433 2648 
or call in person to designated 
reporting centres including 
Gateshead Civic Centre or The 
Gateshead Housing Company 
offices.

Victims and witnesses can report 
incidents of hate crime to the 
Council, Northumbria Police, The 
Gateshead Housing Company 
and Victim Support, which allows 
information to be shared and the 
right action taken.

Further information visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
safergateshead or contact the 
Council’s community safety 
team on 0191 433 2701.

Housing Benefit and Council Tax 
Support: tell us online
If you want to apply, or if you 
currently receive these benefits and 
there has been a change in your 
(or someone in your household’s) 
circumstances - we need to know. 

The easiest way you can do this is 
online from the comfort of your 
home at any time of the day. Or you 
can come into the Civic Centre and 
go online here.  We’re offering this 
assisted service during September 
and October and staff will be on hand 
to help you complete the forms if you 
need it.

A change in circumstances could 
include such things as:

• a change in income (eg. earnings, 
pensions, a state benefit)

•  a change in jobs;
•   a change in savings; or
•   you move, or someone moves into 

or out of your household.

You have a legal duty to tell us of any 
changes and could be prosecuted if 
you don’t. It may also mean you are 
not getting the right benefit or you 
have to repay back benefit, which we 
will actively recover.
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We run regular consultations  
about our services and other 
issues throughout the year. Below 
is a summary of the current 
consultations.

·  Library review 
Options survey about the future 
of the library service in Gateshead. 
Deadline 8 October 2016 (see page 
14 for more information).

·  Public Space Protection Orders 
Comment on proposals to 
introduce three Public Space 
Protection Orders to curb bad 
behaviour in areas of Gateshead 
Deadline 13 October 2016 (see 
page 4 for more information).

·  Parks and Open Spaces 
Survey about the quality and 
accessibility of open spaces like 
parks, play areas and nature 
reserves in Gateshead. 
Deadline 30 September 2016.

To take part and give your views 
simply visit: www.gateshead.gov.
uk/consulationsnew

 

 
 
Why not join over 1,300 Gateshead 
residents and join our online 
Viewpoint consultation panel?

For every survey you 
complete you’ll be 
entered into a prize 
draw with the chance 
to win anything 
from an iPad mini to 
shopping vouchers.

The latest survey is about 
You and Your Local Area 
Deadline 30 September 2016 
(see page 7 for more information)

To sign up and take part visit: 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
viewpoint

 

Gateshead Dementia Centre 
rated ‘Outstanding’

A relative of someone in Shadon House 
recently said that: “The world of the 
elderly would be a different place if all 
care facilities were like Shadon House.” 
And it would seem the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC) agrees with them.

With only six facilities out of every 1,000 
inspected by the CQC receiving an 
‘outstanding’ rating, it’s great to report 
that Shadon House in Birtley is one of 
them.

The centre, which provides short stay 
assessment and respite support to 
people with a dementia condition, or 
who have significant memory loss, is 
no stranger to awards and accolades. 
It was voted the ‘highest performing 
care home in Gateshead’ by a leading, 
national care home website and was a 
finalist in the ‘Dignity and Respect Care 
Home of the Year Award’.

The CQC made special mention of the 
levels of caring, responsiveness and 
leadership, and praised the ‘person 
centred culture’ which was ‘firmly 
embedded in the service’.  Feedback 
about the service from people with 
dementia and their families was 
found to be highly positive and that 
there was ‘a culture of mutual respect 
between people, their families, staff and 
professionals.’

Professionals also praised Shadon 
House telling inspectors that the service 
had ‘great insight and understanding 
about people’s needs.’ One added: “The 
staff are very professional and very 
person centred - day in, day out. I would 
choose this home for my relative.”

For more information about Shadon 
House call 0191 410 2816 or visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk

Enjoying life at Shadon House

New name, same great service
Gateshead Advice Centre now has a new name  -  
Citizens Advice Gateshead.  

Whether you need advice on employment, housing, relationships or benefits, 
or additional support to access advice services just drop in to its premises on 
Swan Street (behind Jobcentreplus) Monday to Friday 9am-5pm.  You don’t 
need an appointment.   Or you can call the service on 0344 245 1288.

For more information visit 
www.citizensadvicegateshead.org.uk
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Our Local Council Tax Support 
Scheme gives people on a low 
income help towards their council tax.

We are reviewing the scheme from 
1 April 2017 to take into account 
the continuing reduction in funding 
the Council receives from central 
government and national changes 
to the welfare system. We want to 
make sure our scheme remains 
sustainable, continues to reflect its 
underlying principles and provides 
support to the people who need help.

You can give your views on 
possible changes to the scheme 
from Thursday 15 September 
at www.gateshead.gov.uk/
benefits or email benefitsviews@
gateshead.gov.uk.  

You can also attend a focus group 
on Wednesday 12 October from 
6-8pm or Thursday 20 October 
from 2-4pm at Gateshead Civic 
Centre, to book a place call 0191 
433 3168. A paper copy of the 
survey can also be obtained from 
this number on request.

Local council tax 
support If your child stays for school dinners in 

Gateshead’s primary schools they’ll be 
tucking into a whole  new menu when 
they return to school.

Among the freshly prepared new dishes 
on offer are creamy chicken and chick 
pea curry with rice, nan and fresh raita; 
loaded potato shells with mixed salad 
leaves and cucumber and tomato salsa; 
individual minced beef wellingtons 
with mashed potatoes and seasonal 
vegetables, and warm falafel flatbreads 
with jewelled rice.

There have been subtle improvements 
elsewhere in the menu too, with careful 
reductions in hidden sugar content, 
more fresh fruits and salads, and 

more emphasis on fresher, healthier 
ingredients. Items such as brown rice 
and wholemeal flour have now become 
part of the menu, though it’s been done 
in such a way that it’s unlikely that the 
children will even notice!

The 2016 menu has been devised 
by Gateshead School Catering’s 
development chef Marek Blonski who 
has gone through the whole school 
menu and identified ways to make 
everything look and taste better – and 
provide a lot more nutrition.

Cabinet Member for Children and 
Young People, Councillor Angela 
Douglas said: “We are passionate 
about providing children with the best 
possible diet to get them through a 
busy school day, but we also think it’s 
important to teach children that healthy 
nutritious food can taste fantastic, too. 
The eating habits that children acquire 
at primary age will be with them for the 
rest of their lives so it’s essential that we 
help establish good habits early.”

Details of the new menu are now 
available on our website  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/school 
meals

New look school dinners

Pay online – secure, fast and easy
Gateshead Council has improved and 
extended its online payment system 
making it easier for you to pay for a 
whole range of council services.

You can pay via your mobile phone, 
laptop or tablet at any time of the day 
or night, making it easier for you and 
more efficient and cost effective for us. 

And customers using the new system 
say the changes have really made a 
difference.  They’ve told us:

“The new mobile site for payments is 
incredible. It’s much easier to use when 
paying on my phone”

“Very easy to navigate and perfect for 
those of us who are often unable to get 
out to make payments.”

“Clear instructions on how to pay, I like 
the scanning of debit card- very quick 
and simple, well done.”

Last year only around 26% of payments 
were made online – the rest were either 
cash, cheque or through phone calls.

Council Leader Martin Gannon said: 
“We identified that we needed to 
improve our online payment system 
in order to encourage more people to 
use this option rather than continue to 
use the more expensive options such as 
cheques or cash transactions.

“And with the imminent closure of 
payment counters at Gateshead 
Housing Offices at Birtley, Blaydon and 

Leam Lane, and the need to reduce 
demand at the Civic Centre, it was 
essential to have an accessible and easy 
to use online payments system.

For more information on the range 
of online payment services visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/pay

You will NOT be able to 
pay rent, council tax or 
other payments at the 
following housing offices 
from the dates stated. 

Details of the options available 
to you for payment are available 
from the relevant office or visit 
www.gatesheadhousing.co.uk/
pay-rent

Birtley - from 30 September

Leam Lane - from 21 October

Blaydon - from 28 October



Despite facing financial pressures 
Gateshead Council continues to 
invest in a range of major projects to 
improve the lives of people living in the 
borough.

 During the last financial year 2015-16, 
our £54 million investment programme 
included:

·  almost £18 million of investment 
in housing, including ongoing 
improvements to more than 1,100 
existing council properties.

·  £9 million of investment in carbon 
management and sustainability 
including solar panels on key council 
buildings including the Civic Centre.

·  £6 million of investment in transport 
infrastructure, including highway  
maintenance schemes and 
sustainable transport improvements.

·  more than £5 million of 
improvements to schools.

Innovative

Key projects include the innovative 
District Energy Scheme, which will 
generate low-carbon heat and power 
locally for supply to public buildings, 
homes and businesses in Gateshead 
town centre.

Our Accelerated Development Zone 
which is helping to generate economic 
growth at Gateshead Quays and Baltic 
Business Quarter has benefited from 
£2.6 million of investment.

Council Leader Martin Gannon said: 

We are an ambitious 
council, despite the serious 

financial challenges we 
face.  We continue to invest 
in long-term projects that 

will improve the lives of our 
residents and businesses, 

including affordable 
housing and transport 

infrastructure.

“We are continuing to encourage 
housing growth and development in 
Gateshead. During 2015/6 we provided 
£2 million in loan finance to Keelman 
Homes to develop new affordable 
family homes. Through the Gateshead 
Regeneration Partnership – involving 

the Council and partners Home Group 
and Galliford Try – we are constructing 
67 new homes at Bensham and Saltwell 
and Birtley.”
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JOBS AND ECONOMY

Taste of success
Farmer Danny Turner’s farm shop and café near Crawcrook has been named as 
the best start up business in the North East Rural Awards.

The business, which opened last autumn, has proved popular with both visitors 
and local people and has enjoyed a very busy summer.   Danny is offering 
a range of food and produce using some of the 5,000 free range eggs he 
produces on the farm every day.

Daniel Farm can be contacted at danielfarmwylam@aol.com  
or on 07764 685 352.

Investing and improving

Investing in your homes

Investing in our environment

Investing in businesses
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The internet can be a great place 
to find out new information, shop, 
bank or keep in touch with friends, 
but it can also leave people open 
to crime. And as statistics show 
that over half of the UK has been 
targeted by online criminals, it’s 
important to know how to stay 
safe online.

Get Safe Online are running two 
events in the Metrocentre to help 
people to better understand 
the threat of online crime, raise 
awareness of internet security and 
encourage confident, safe use of 
the internet.

The events, which are supported 
by Northumbria Police, will 
take place in Exhibition Square 
at the Metrocentre on Friday 
30 September and Saturday 1 
October between 10am and 9pm.

Experts will be there to discuss all 
your needs around online safety 
including shopping, finance, 
social media, keeping children 
safe, running a business and 
protecting your devices. You can 
even take in your computers and 
mobile devices to discuss online 
safety and security and take part 
in a competition to see who can 
achieve the best lap time in a 
Formula 1 simulator.

Get safe online

Thinking about starting your own business?
Do you have an idea you want to turn 
into a business but are unsure how to 
go about it?

Before you do anything, pay a visit to 
the new business support pages of our 
website at www.gateshead.gov.uk

You’ll find lots of information on all 
aspects of starting and running a 
business including:

· Writing a business plan
· Finding premises
· Researching the market
·  Dealing with HMRC
·   Keeping  records

Whether you are just thinking of 
working for yourself or you have already 
taken the plunge, the Council’s business 
advisors can help with free advice and 
information to help you on your way.

When you contact us we will assess 
your needs, explain how we can 
help and, if necessary, direct you to 
other organisations that can provide 
additional support.

Advisors

Even if you don’t yet have a business 
idea, we can work with you to explore 
your strengths and your interests. 

Our advisers will help you to put your 
ideas on paper and plan what you want 
to do and how you can achieve it.

To talk to someone about starting 
your own business contact a 
business advisor on 0191 433 2037, 
or email economicdevelopment@
gateshead.gov.uk

Energy Centre

Anyone driving along Quarryfield 
Road in Gateshead recently, not far 
from Gateshead College, might have 
wondered about this futuristic looking 
building taking shape.

This is the Gateshead District Energy 
Centre, the first of its kind and scale in 
the North East and the latest in a long 
line of iconic buildings in the borough.

The centre is an important energy 
project that will cut bills and carbon 
emissions for homes and businesses 
in the centre of Gateshead. It will allow 
heat and electricity to be generated 
locally and fed directly to public 
buildings, businesses and local homes.
Those purple cylinders are actually 

thermal stores which will provide hot 
water

Self-financing

The scheme is expected to help attract 
new businesses to the area, thanks 
to low energy prices and its green 
credentials, using the latest low carbon 
technology. As well as ensuring homes 
and businesses see reduced energy 
bills, the project is expected to be fully 
self-financing. 

The Energy Centre will be providing 
heat and power to its first customers 
– one of which is nearby Gateshead 
College – by the end of this year.

www.gateshead.gov.uk/energy

The Great North Gateshead 10k run took the newentre into its route back in July.

Can I recycle 
MARGARINE TUBS?

YES – in your blue bin!
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These symptoms could be a sign of 
lung or heart disease, or even cancer, 
but you’re not wasting anyone’s time by 
having them checked out. Don’t ignore 
them - book an appointment with your 
GP.  If it’s cancer, finding it early makes a 
huge difference to your life.

Earlier diagnosis of these diseases has 
the potential to save lives. For instance, 

more than four out of every five people 
diagnosed with lung cancer at the 
earliest stage will live for at least a year 
after diagnosis.  At the latest stage this 
drops to less than one in five.  

Earlier diagnosis can also improve 
the quality of life of those living with 
conditions such as COPD.

HEALTH MATTERS

Be clear on cancer
In Gateshead:

·  240 people were diagnosed 
with lung cancer in 2013

·  Over 180 people died from lung 
cancer in 2014

·  Almost 6,000 people have 
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease – a common form 
of lung disease that includes 
emphysema and chronic 
bronchitis

·  8,000 people have coronary 
heart disease – the biggest 
single cause of death in England

For more information visit 
www.nhs.uk/be-clear-on-
cancer

·  been coughing for 3 weeks?

·   been getting out of breath doing 
things you used to be able to do?

·  noticed blood in your pee or your 
poo?

·   noticed changes to your breasts, 
and you’re over 70?

·  felt bloated for 3 weeks or more?

·  noticed a change to your skin?

·  had heartburn for 3 weeks or more?

Have you…

Voice for health 
Would you like to be the voice of 
the community with regard to 
health services?

If your answer is yes, elections 
to the Council of Governors of 
Gateshead Health NHS Foundation 
Trust begin this October with 12 
seats up for grabs.

The role of the Council of 
Governors is to provide local 
assurance to local people that the 
Trust is being properly managed 
by its Board of Directors and that 
it is listening to the views of its 
members who access services, in 
its forward planning.

If you are interested in becoming 
a Governor you are invited to 
attend an information session on 
Wednesday 5 October at 5.30pm.  

To book a place please contact 
the Membership Office on 0191 
445 3713 or email foundation.
enquiries@ghnt.nhs.uk  This 
is also the number to call to 
request a nomination form.

Emergency Care Centre 
opened by local hero
An innovative emergency care unit at 
QE Gateshead was officially opened last 
month by sporting hero Brendan Foster. 

The new £32 million Emergency 
Care Centre combines the traditional 
accident and emergency, walk in centre, 
medical and surgical assessment and 
urgent children’s services all under one 
roof.

Brendan said: “It was a privilege to 
be invited to open this fantastic new 
centre at the QE. Having lived locally 
in Gateshead, I have used the hospital 
here many times and can testify for the 
commitment of staff who all care for the 
patients here so well..”

For more information and a virtual 
tour visit www.qegateshead.nhs.uk/
emergencycarecentre
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Stoptober is back. All over the country people will take the 28 day challenge to stop 
smoking during October. Last year over 160,000 people successfully quit smoking for 
Stoptober, thanks to the wide range of quitting support on offer.

Ask here for more information. 
Alternatively, search ‘Stoptober’ online or visit www.smokefree.nhs.uk/stoptober

Be part of the challenge

219641_Stoptober_A4_Pharmacy_Poster_v2_AW.indd   1 09/08/2013   14:59

HEALTH MATTERS

The end of the ‘packet racket’
Children in Gateshead will be given 
one less reason to start smoking as new 
laws come into force to introduce plain, 
standardised tobacco packaging.

Over the next year, eye-catching, 
colourful cigarette boxes will go, 
replaced by drab green packages with 
larger health warnings and a new set of 
graphic images which show the harm 
of smoking.

The aim of the standardised pack is to:

• make tobacco packaging less 
attractive, particularly to children

• make health warnings stand out 
more

• ensure colours like white or silver  
are no longer used to suggest  
“less harmful”

Cabinet Member for Health and 
Wellbeing, Councillor Mary Foy said: 
“This legislation is a significant step 
towards achieving our vision of a 
smoke-free future for children in 
Gateshead.” 

Momentous

Ailsa Rutter, Director of Fresh, the 
regional tobacco programme, added: 
“This is a momentous step which will 
make smoking history for more children 
in our region and across the country.  
Hundreds of children start smoking 

every day and for far too long, tobacco 
companies have gift-wrapped their 
poisonous, killer products with bright 
colours that disguise the death and 
disease smoking causes.”

It’s that time of year again, when 
many people need to think about 
getting ready for winter, and 
protecting themselves from the 
flu.

Flu is much worse than the 
common cold, leading to serious 
complications such as pneumonia. 
It can also make it difficult for 
people who look after others in 
their care. The flu can be deadly for 
older people,  pregnant women 
and people of any age with long-
term health conditions

 The flu vaccine protects against 
different strains of flu each 
year, so don’t put off making an 
appointment with your GP to get 
your flu jab this year. 

 All primary school children in 
Gateshead will be offered the 
flu vaccine through the School 
Nursing Team.

Flu jabs

Stoptober - the 28 day challenge 
which supports the nation’s eight 
million smokers to stop smoking is 
back.

Every year thousands of people quit 
smoking for 28 days starting from 1 
October.  And you could be one of 
them!  Research shows that stopping 
smoking for a month means you’re 
five times more likely to stop for good.

By signing up to Stoptober, you will 
receive a variety of free and proven 
support including the Stoptober app, 
daily emails and facebook and twitter 
support to help you quit for 28 days 
and beyond. 

You can also get face-to-face 
advice and support from Live Well 
Gateshead, which provides the local 
stop smoking service.   

You might also find stop smoking 
medicines useful, and your local 
pharmacy team will be able to help 
find the right one for you.

For more information and to join the biggest stop smoking challenge of its 
kind, search Stoptober and sign up online.  
For advice and help from Live Well Gateshead call 0800 014 9092 or email 
cdda-tr.gatesheadhub@nhs.net



21@GMBCouncil gatesheadcouncilwww.gateshead.gov.uk

HEALTH MATTERS

Restart a heart
Schools across Gateshead are being 
urged to take part in the Europewide 
‘Restart a Heart’ campaign mass day of 
training on Tuesday 18 October.

The campaign - led by the European 
Resuscitation Council - aims to raise 
awareness about cardiac arrest and to 
teach as many people as possible - how 
to help restart the heart of someone 
who has suffered a cardiac arrest.  

In our area, North East Ambulance 
Service will be supporting the 
campaign by visiting schools who have 
registered to take part, demonstrating 
to pupils what they should do.  The 
service already trains and recruits 
volunteers in this potentially lifesaving 
skill – and are keen for as many schools 
as possible to get on board with them 
for this one day of training.

Interested schools need to sign up 
at www.research.net/r/RSAH16  For 
more information on this initiative 
visit www.bhf.org.uk/heart-health/
how-to-save-a-life/cpr-kits/cpr-
training-for-schools 

Did you know?
• Around 350,000 people a year 

in Europe and UK suffer an (out 
of hospital) cardiac arrest – at 
home, work, anywhere.

• Survival increases by 2-3 times if 
a lay person knows what to do

• Fewer than 1 in 5 of us knows 
what to do – if this increased, up 
to 100,000 lives could be saved

World Mental Health Day
World Mental Health Day is on 
Monday 10 October and to 
celebrate the positive steps 
we can all take to improve 
our mental wellbeing, a 
special event is taking place 
at Gateshead Leisure Centre 
from 10.30am-2.30pm.

This annual awareness raising day 
sees events and activities happening 
across the world to raise awareness 
of mental health issues, mobilising 
efforts in support of mental health. It 
also provides an opportunity for those 
working on mental health issues to talk 
about their work, and what more needs 
to be done to make mental health care 
a reality for people.

Here in Gateshead, the leisure 
centre will be host to over 20 

organisations from across the 
borough and Newcastle who’ll 
be on hand to give advice and 
support on ways to improve 

your wellbeing.

So come along and get the 
information and advice you need.  You 
can also give activities such as walking 
football or basketball a try! Yoga, 
massage, creative arts stalls and other 
entertainment will also be on offer.

For more information contact  
Craig Lynch, development worker at 
Gateshead Mental Health User Voice 
on 0191 477 7381, or 
email clynch@mhm.org.uk

Are you a victim in an abusive relationship?
If you’ve had two or more abusive relationships, you can now get help from a 
specialist team of council and police professionals.

Called the Multi-Agency Safeguarding hub, it will help you move towards a 
positive future, free from control, abuse or fear, helping you put in place safety 
and support plans. You can talk to them over the phone, by email or in person 
in a place that is safe and comfortable for you.

If you need the team’s help contact: 0191 433 2420 or email mash@
gateshead.gcsx.gov.uk

A free and exclusive service to 
patients in Gateshead with lung 
disease is helping them take 
control and improve their quality 
of life.

The service called ‘123 Manage 
COPD’ (Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease) was 
devised by South Tyneside NHS 
Foundation Trust’s community 
pulmonary rehabilitation team. 
It operates from leisure centres 
across the borough and so far over 
150 people have taken part with 
impressive results.  Many have said 
they have more energy, are less 
troubled by breathlessness, feel 
more confident and find walking 
easier.  

The six-week course is supported 
by occupational therapy 
specialists, exercise instructors and 
respiratory nurses.  

Patients can be referred by their 
GP, GP practice nurse or hospital 
consultant, or they can refer 
themselves by contacting South 
Tyneside NHS Foundation Trust’s 
Gateshead Occupational Therapy 
Department on 0191 445 5226.

Simple as 1,2,3
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There is a programme that will help 
those with a recent diagnosis of 
dementia, as well as their carers and 
family members. It aims to:

• Increase knowledge of local dementia 
services and how to use them

• Learn more about dementia and how 
it affects people

• Provide a support network to share 
experiences with others in a similar 
situation

• Have a say in what services are 
provided in future

• Help participants use their experiences 
to improve services for others

For more information, please email 
NGCCG.Vanguardcarehome@nhs.net 
or call 0191 217 2751.

NHS NEWS ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Improve your  
lifestyle
A message from 
Clinical Chair, 
Dr Mark Dornan 
(pictured): 
“Gateshead is 
very fortunate 
to have many 
fantastic 
services. 
However, we 
have an ever-aging population, 
and medicine changes very fast. 
This means our services have to 
keep modernising to keep up 
with patient needs, and it has to 
be done in the context of huge 
financial challenge. 

“We are constantly reviewing 
services so that we can better 
focus on prevention and 
improving people’s health.” 

If you want advice to improve 
your lifestyle, you can contact 
the Live Well Gateshead service 
on 0191 283 1145 or visit  
www.nhs.uk

Self-Care Advocates

Newcastle Gateshead Clinical 
Commissioning Group  would 
particularly like to hear from older 
people in Gateshead. We want to know 
what you think is working well, and 
where we can make improvements in 
health and social care.  

To help us do this, we offer a volunteer 
training programme which covers key 
topics such as:

• Shared decision making

• Health, wellbeing and resilience

• Mindfulness

• Self-Care

• Local health and care services

• Communication, listening skills and 
managing conflict

The volunteers, known as Self Care 
Advocates, will raise awareness of 
self-care and enable us to understand 
what matters to older people and 
what aspects of health and care can be 
improved in future. This will help us to 
ensure that we can meet the needs of 
older people in our community.

The Care Home Programme will be 
running further training in October. 

If you’re interested in taking 
part, please email NGCCG.
Vanguardcarehome@nhs.net or 
phone 0191 217 2751. The Local  

Engagement 
Board
The Local Engagement Board 
has been set up to help shape, 
improve and develop local NHS 
services.

It is a great way for you to get 
your views across on all areas of 
healthcare and its development. 
Please come along and tell us 
what you think.

The next session will be held on 
27 October 2016, at Gateshead 
Civic Centre. 

To confirm your attendance and to 
request any special requirements, 
call Laura on 0191 217 2606 or 
email laura.brown53@nhs.net

To find out more, visit  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.
nhs.uk/get-involved 

A group of Gateshead Self Care Advocates

Living well with Dementia

Join MY NHS 

NHS

Members of MY NHS receive regular updates on the 
work of the CCG as well as invitations to take part in 
events, surveys and consultations. 

To register, visit www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk  
or call 0191 217 2670.



Mental health services in Newcastle and 
Gateshead are set to be transformed 
– reducing the amount of time people 
will spend in hospital and creating 
better, more integrated care outside 
of hospital in the community, and 
helping people to recover sooner – and 
bringing them onto an equal footing 
with physical health care.

NHS Newcastle Gateshead Clinical 
Commissioning Group’s governing 
body made its decision to change 
the way current services provided 
by Northumberland, Tyne and Wear 
NHS Foundation Trust (NTW) are 
arranged, after a wide ranging public 
engagement and consultation process 
that has taken place over the last two 
years.

The changes will mean the creation of 
new in-patient facilities at Newcastle’s St 
Nicholas’ Hospital, and the opportunity 
to innovate a wider range of improved 
and new community services, some 
that will be specifically provided by 
community and voluntary sector 
organisations under future new 
contracts, that will link with statutory 
NHS services.

While the decision will mean the closure 
of Gateshead’s stand alone Tranwell 
Unit, as well as the Hadrian Clinic in 
Newcastle, it provides the opportunity 
to make significant changes that will 
create new interlinking community 
and hospital mental health services 
that will reduce the reliance on hospital 
stays, shorten the time people spend 
in hospital and overall improve their 
experience of services, helping them 
to recover sooner, stay well and have 
fulfilling lives.

Dr Guy Pilkington, assistant chair and 
clinical director for mental health said: 
“As a group of doctors, nurses and 
senior NHS staff we have a duty of care 
to our patients and we have thought 
long and hard and weighed up all the 
evidence to make our decision. 

“The reality is we cannot continue as we 
are, we have poor in-patient facilities 
which are not the sort of environment 
that help recovery. We need better 
facilities and private areas, better places 
for therapeutic activities such as the 

arts, games and the opportunity to be 
outdoors in fresh air.

“Despite the best efforts of our mental 
health staff, the way services are 
currently arranged do not make use 
of their skills or time. We also know we 
have problems around the transition 
into different services, in particular from 
children to adult services.

“We now have the chance to 
significantly transform our local services 
in innovative and creative ways that 
will ensure mental health services in 
Newcastle and Gateshead are ready 
to support the increasing demand for 
mental health care in the future and 
give them equal status to physical 
health care.

These changes will not  
happen overnight.  

The transition to new services 
and ways of working will take a 
number of months and will be 
done in a safe and sustainable 
way. No current service will be 

stopped until we know that 
new services are in place and 

working well.

“We heard from over 1100 people, 
held focus groups, events, surveys and 
in-depth interviews. We developed 
new ways of engaging the public, such 

as participatory budgeting which help 
empower communities – and these are 
some of the legacies we take forward 
as part of our plans to ensure the 
transformation and sustainability of the 
NHS in the future.

“I would like to whole heartedly thank 
everyone who has taken the time to get 
involved in this process, which has been 
lively and passionate on occasion.

“There is no health without mental 
health, by making these changes 
we have the best possible chance to 
ensure that people get the high quality 
services they deserve, and have happy 
and fulfilling lives.”

For more information, visit  
www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.
uk/get-involved/mental-health/ 
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The shape of future mental 
health services

 

 

 

Dr Guy Pilkington, 
Assistant Chair and 
Cinical Director for  
Mental Health
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IN YOUR AREA

News in brief
By-election

A by-election will take place on 
22 September, for Chopwell and 
Rowland’s Gill ward following the 
resignation of Councillor Hamilton. 
For more information contact our 
electoral services team on 0191 433 
2166, email electoralregistration@
gateshead.gov.uk

Short story competition

Low Fell Library recently held an 
awards ceremony for its successful 
short story competition with 
Councillor Susan Craig presenting 
prizes to nine talented writers from 
local primary schools. Best-selling 
author Cathy Cassidy judged the 
competition. The library is run by Low 
Fell Library Association with support 
from Gateshead Council. Call 0191 
433 6408, lowfelllibrary@gateshead.
gov.uk

70th anniversary

The Rotary Club of Blaydon, Ryton 
and Whickham is celebrating its 70th 
birthday.  Set up in 1946, it has been 
serving the community ever since, 
raising money and supporting local 
groups, charities and organisations.  
The club meets every Thursday in the 
Bay Horse, Whickham at 7pm.   
For further information email 
rotary1946@gmail.com or follow 
them on facebook.com/BRWRotary 

Winlaton Scouts

New heating and building 
improvements are on the way for 
Winlaton Scouts group following its 
successful bid for lottery funding. 
£10,000 will be spent improving its 
community building which will help 
them to attract new members and 
improve the environment for existing 
users. 

Fragrant garden

The Friends of Winlaton have been 
busy planting up a fragrant garden 
on a piece of land in the centre of 
the village that was untended and 
covered in weeds. Their efforts were 
reported in the RHS Grass Routes 
newsletter. The garden includes lilac, 
lemon verbena and night scented stock.

Swim to win!
Young swimmers from Gateshead 
and Whickham Amateur Swimming 
Club have won the Northumberland 
and Durham junior league title for the 
second year running.

Over 30 members of the club, aged 
nine to 12, took part in the competition, 
affectionately known as the “Diddy 
League”, which involves 21 other clubs 
across three leagues.  

Club Chairman, Andy Strickland said 
“To win back to back titles is fantastic. 
I’m very proud of what our young 
swimmers have achieved, but I’m even 
more proud of how they went about it. 

The comradery and desire to do their 
best for their team mates was brilliant 
to see.”

The Diddy League is part of the 
national Arena Junior Inter-League 
competition. The children will now go 
on to represent the North East in the 
Northern Region final where they will 
compete against the best teams from 
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, East Midlands 
and the North West.

More information about the club and 
how to join can be found at  
www.gawswim.org.uk

Winning team members from Gateshead and Whickham ASC

Northumbria Police Twitter feeds
Want to know what’s going on in your area regarding police issues and up to 
date information?  You can follow what’s happening on their twitter feeds – see 
below for details:

@NPCGhCentral (Town Centre, Bensham)

@NPCBirtley

@NPCLowFell

@NPCGatesheadE (Felling, Heworth, Wardley, Leam Lane)

@NPCGatesheadIW (Dunston, Whickham areas)

@NPCGatesheadOW (Blaydon, Ryton, Rowlands Gill)

Can I recycle COUNCIL NEWS? 
YES – in your blue bin!
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IN YOUR AREA

First ‘Angel of the North’
A century has passed since the ‘First 
Angel of the North’ Sister Winifred Laver 
(pictured) opened the doors of the Vine 
Street Mission in the Teams. 

Since then literally thousands have 
passed through for health care, scouts, 
guides and Sunday school and for 
support.

To celebrate the work of this remarkable 
woman, a free exhibition is being held 
at Gateshead Evangelical Church, 
Derwentwater Road, Bensham where 
you can add your name to a wall of 
nearly 3,000 people who have been 
touched by Sister Winifred’s work. 

Stroll through 100 years of Vine Street 
Mission and Gateshead history and 

find yourself in the archive photos of 
40th Company Gateshead Scouts, 7th 
Company Cubs and 3rd Company Girl 
Guides & Brownies. 

The exhibition is open Mondays 6-8pm 
(Sept 19 & 26, Oct 3 & 10); Wednesdays 
10am-3pm (Sept 21 & 28, Oct 5 & 12) 
and Saturdays 10am-3pm (Sept 17 & 24, 
Oct 1 & 8), soup and a roll is available 
during the day.

The exhibition culminates with the 
Anniversary Weekend celebrations on 
Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 October. On 
Saturday at 7pm there will be historical 
reminiscences with Eric Scott and two 
Thanksgiving Services on Sunday at 
10.30am and 1pm.

The Irish connection 
A DVD about the history of the 
Irish coming to the North East - 
and to Felling in particular - has 
been made by the Felling Irish 
Association.

Produced by local filmmaker Shaun 
Chapman, this social documentary 
begins in the mid-19th century 
when the Irish first began to move 
and settle in our region.  The story is 
then taken up by the descendants 
of those Irish immigrants today 
including the local MP Ian Mearns. 

As well as showing the DVD to sell 
out audiences at the Holly Hill Club 
in Felling, it is available to buy for £5 
from Felling Irish Association.

Outstanding result

Children, teachers and parents from 
Bill Quay Pre-School are celebrating an 
‘outstanding’ rating following a recent 
Ofsted inspection.

Based within Bill Quay primary school, 
the pre-school offers early years 
education to children aged 3-5 years.  
Since it started in 1993 as a playgroup, it 
has flourished.  Helped by funding from 
the Council, it now offers full day care 
and has a well-used outdoor play area.

Comments made by the Ofsted 
inspectors included:

“The management is inspirational, 
providing diverse and effective learning 
experiences for the children”.

“The quality of teaching is excellent 
and as a result the children are highly 
motivated, eager to explore and 
develop a thirst for learning.”

For more information contact the 
school on 07923 295 512 or email 
billquaypre-school@hotmail.co.uk

Pupils and staff from Bill Quay Pre-School

If you are interested in buying 
a copy or would like more 
information about Felling Irish 
Association, please contact its 
chairman Des Costello on 0191 
469 4476 or promotions officer 
John Gibson on 07877 072 899.  
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Residents living in Wood Green 
bungalows sheltered housing scheme 
have been setting themselves some 
creative tasks recently.  

With help from charity Equal Arts, 
they’ve been learning all about keeping 
hens; making colourful pebble mosaics 

to brighten up the area outside their 
communal lounge and tackling a 5,000 
piece jigsaw puzzle which they’ve just 
completed! 

All these activities help to get residents 
together to enjoy each other’s company 
and learn new skills along the way.

Locals take the lead
More and more local people are 
doing their bit to improve where 
they live, stepping in to support 
the work of the council in the light 
of massive funding reduction. 

 From Friends groups and other 
volunteering organisations, they’ve 
taken the initiative to make sure 
where they live is clean, green and 
tidy for everyone to enjoy.  From 
Blaydon to Ryton, Crawcrook to 
Chopwell, Winlaton to High Spen 
and many more places in between, 
flower beds, hanging baskets, 
poop patrols and other green 
initiatives have been developed 
and undertaken by local people. 

If you want to get involved  
in one of the many groups 
across Gateshead visit 
www.ourgateshead.org 
or contact 0191 433 2812.

IN YOUR AREA

Gateshead volunteer group, Peace 
of Mind, based at Whitehall Road 
Methodist Church in Bensham 
supports women refugees, asylum 
seekers and their families.  

The volunteers – many of whom 
have first-hand experience of 
what it’s like to be an asylum 
seeker or refugee - help them to 
learn English, make new friends 
and offer guidance during a 
very traumatic time in their lives.

In recognition of the volunteers’ 
work, an event was held 
during Volunteers’ Month in 

June, with the group’s Chair Sarah 
Khan presenting certificates to the 
volunteers in appreciation of their 
work.

Can I recycle YOGHURT POTS?  YES – in your blue bin!

When it comes to the environment, 
Dunston Hill Primary School ticks 
lots of green boxes.  From its pond, 
small orchard and raised beds to its 
gardening club and Forest school 
where pupils can build dens or cook 
in the fire pit, they’ve done a lot to 
raise awareness of green issues.

Now they are progressing with an 
outdoor classroom to ensure that 
pupils have access to green space 

all year round – and are looking for 
support from local businesses to 
help them buy furniture, a storage 
shed, outdoor clothing and other 
gardening resources to support this 
initiative. 

Any business interested should 
contact the school’s business 
manager Louise Briggs on 0191 
433 4021 or email louisebriggs@
dunstonhillschool.co.uk

Dunston goes green

Making and creating Ferndene Park
Friends of 
Ferndene Park 
have been 
flexing their 
green fingers 
to improve 
wild habitats 
and areas 
around the 
park.  Working 
with the 
WildGround Project from Durham 
Wildlife Trust, they’ve already 
transformed the path to the dene, 
and repaired a collapsed wall ready 
for fern planting.  

For information on the 
WildGround Project call  
0191 584 3122 or visit   
www.durhamwt.com

Peace of Mind

Stunning planting done by 
Lockhough residents and paid for 
through their fundraising efforts

We all enjoy our 
weekly activities 
at the communal 

lounge and we have 
visits to various 
places planned 

that bring all the 
residents together. 
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IN YOUR AREA

Legacy for fallen soldier
A school trip to the Belgium and France 
WW1 battlefields led to students of 
Heworth Grange Comprehensive 
School creating a legacy for a local 
fallen soldier.

Pupils taking part in the 
school project were told of 
26 year old Sergeant David 
Harkness Blakey (pictured) 
from Felling, who died on 
the first day of the Battle 
of the Somme in 1916. His 
remains were found during 
a road widening scheme 
near Connaught Cemetery in 
Thiepval, northern France in 
November 2013. 

He was only identified due to a metal 
identity tag made by his wife (the 
usual tags were made from paper or 
rags or compressed fibre which easily 
decomposed).  Sgt Blakey is only the 

fifth soldier in 10 years to be identified 
using personal items.

So, to mark 100 years of the Battle, the 
school held a dedication service and 

a plaque was created to 
commemorate Sgt Blakey 
and all other local soldiers. 
The students even went 
as far as to rename their 
Humanities block as the  
‘The Blakey Building’.

The service was held in 
the school’s Memorial 
Garden and was attended 
by members of Sgt 
Blakey’s family, school 

pupils, veterans and Armed Forces 
representatives, Father David Raine, 
Deputy Lieutenant, the Mayor 
of Gateshead, Councillor Allison 
Thompson and Armed Forces 
Champion, Councillor Stuart Green.

Bensham Grove Community Centre
Making the best use of space in any building is important, and when it’s 
a Grade II listed building, it’s vital that we get it right.  So Bensham Grove 
Community Association is keen to hear people’s views for a feasibility study 
they are doing around the best use of the centre’s space to make it more 
sustainable and relevant to local people.  The study is going ahead thanks to a 
grant from the Virgin Foundation. 

To find out more or to give your views contact Chris O’Toole on  
0191 433 8798 or email chrisotoole@gateshead.gov.uk

Knit, craft and natter 
The Knit, Craft and Natter Group at Lobley Hill Community Centre have been 
creating a range of items for charities working to support vulnerable people 
in Gateshead and abroad. From knitting clothes and hats for Tiny Lives which 
supports premature babies, to items of clothing for new born babies in Africa for 
the charity Knit for Peace, their knitting skills are being put to good use. 

The group meets every Tuesday morning in the centre – so pop in or contact 
Claire Howard or Leanne Defty for more details on 0191 460 4280.

Chase Park Time Team
Around 140 young people from local primary schools near Chase Park worked with archaeologists from Durham University 
and the local Whickham Historic Society to discover what it was like to live and work in Whickham during the 18th Century.   
They undertook a geophysics survey and got a taste of the past with the Urban Bakery demonstrating milling techniques. 
These events form part of the Park’s Community Engagement Plan developed following the award of Heritage Lottery 
funding to improve the park. 

Contact Friends of Chase Park www.friendsofchasepark.co.uk or follow them on Facebook.

Community 
Speed Watch
A Community Speed Watch 
scheme has been set up in the 
west of Gateshead following 
concerns raised with local 
councillors from residents in 
Barlow (between Blaydon and 
High Spen).

With training from the police, 
local people have learned how to 
monitor driving speeds , operate 
relevant equipment and make 
sure relevant security checks are 
in place.

One such volunteer is local man 
Trevor Smallwood.  He said: “I 
decided to volunteer because the 
police can’t be everywhere at once, 
and new, more readily available 
technology allows volunteers like 
myself to capture evidence of 
offending and pass it to the police.

“We work in pairs – I work 
alongside another volunteer, 
Geoff Palmer - and we target roads 
where there have been reports 
of speeding and we know are 
hotspots. Whilst we can’t take any 
enforcement action, the evidence 
we capture is given directly to the 
police so they can follow-up the 
offence.

“People have stopped me to 
ask what I’m doing and the 
feedback has been really positive.  
I’d encourage anyone with 
concerns about speeding in their 
community to speak out, to raise it 
with their local councillor or Police 
Neighbourhood Manager.”

Anyone caught speeding will be 
contacted by the police – initially 
by letter, but if the offence is more 
serious further action will be taken.
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OUT AND ABOUT

Saltmarsh garden now open
A restored, wildlife friendly public 
garden leading to Dunston Staiths, is 
now open.

Saltmarsh Garden provides a 
peaceful haven for people, while also 
encouraging wildlife, in this rare habitat 
on the banks of the River Team, close to 
where it meets the Tyne. 

It provides a direct link on to Dunston 
Staiths which reopened last year 
following work by Tyne and Wear 
Building Preservation Trust, with 
support from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The area covered by Saltmarsh Garden 
and Dunston Staiths was part of the site 
used for the National Garden Festival 
in 1990. A key aim of the festival was 
always to encourage new development 
on the land after the event closed. The 
vast majority of the land was sold for 
development in advance. But some 
areas were retained as parks or wildlife 
havens, including the land which now 
forms the Saltmarsh Garden. 

The garden got its name from a tiny 
area of saltmarsh that grows here 
and was used as the centre piece of a 
wildlife garden created especially for 
the festival.  This habitat is normally 
found at the coast, and only exists in 
land-locked Gateshead, 12 miles from 

the sea, because of the power of the 
tides on the Tyne.

The garden has now been restored by 
housebuilder Taylor Wimpey, which is 
responsible for the well-known Staiths 
South Bank development nearby.  

Council Leader Martin Gannon, said: “It’s 
hard now to imagine just how this place 
once looked. Where once waggons 
of coal thundered by, birds now feed, 
and land that was once thick with 

contamination is now green and full of 
wildlife. 

“The Staiths is a hugely important 
monument to our industrial heritage 
but this garden is a vital link with our 
natural history. It might be 26 years 
since the garden festival, but the same 
principle stands, this land has been 
reclaimed for the benefit of local people 
and in this case, wildlife too.”

Council Leader Martin Gannon (left) and John Foster from Taylor Wimpey join children  
from Riverside Academy to officially open the Saltmarsh Gardens

Saltwell Park Museum
A permanent home for objects from 
the old Saltwell Park Museum has been 
created at Gateshead’s Shipley Art 
Gallery. 

The new display features glassware, 
ceramics, taxidermy, bird eggs, insects, 
minerals, fossils and geology, as well as 
unusual objects donated over the years 
by residents of Gateshead.

The items were originally on show in 
the old museum at Saltwell Towers in 
Saltwell Park. However the museum 
had to close in the late 1960s as the 
building began falling into disrepair. 

In 1974, Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums 
took over the running of the Shipley 
Art Gallery and the Saltwell Towers 
collections were rescued and stored, in 
the hope that one day they could be 
brought together again for display.  

Now, those items have been given their 
own gallery at the Shipley Art Gallery, 
barely five minutes walk from their 
original home.

Only a small proportion of the objects 
can be shown at any one time, so the 
objects on display will change from 
time to time and the exhibition will 
evolve.

The refurbishment of the gallery and 
the new display were made possible 
through funding from the DCMS 
Wolfson Museums and Galleries 
Improvement Fund. 

The Shipley is open from 10am-4pm 
from Tuesday to Friday and 10am-
5pm on Saturday. Find out more 
www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk

Press glass dog 1930 used as a door stopNew display at Shilpey Art Gallery

www.gateshead.gov.uk/
saltmarshgarden
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Saltwell Park will soon echo to the 
sound of timber being sawn and nails 
being hammered at the 31st annual 
Family Sculpture Day on Sunday 25 
September.

This hugely popular event offers 
mums, dads, kids and grandparents 
the chance to work together to build 
their very own monumental artworks 
out of rough timber and a handful of 
nails.

This year’s theme is Games - fitting 
given the park’s reputation as a major 
Pokemon hotspot - with organisers 
expecting people to construct 
everything from Pokemon characters, 
giant chess pieces to characters from 

their favourite arcade and video 
games.

As usual, we’ll provide the wood, tools 
and nails you need as well as expert 
advice from professional artists. 
Local musicians will also add to the 

atmosphere by knocking out a range 
of hammer-tapping rhythms and you 
can also try your hand at Raku pottery.

It’s free to take part, though there 
will be a small charge for nails, Raku 
pottery and tool hire. Families are 
asked to bring along their own 
hammers - and lots of ideas!

The event will be held in The Grove 
at Saltwell Park on Sunday 25th  
September from 11am-4pm.

For further information please 
contact the culture team on 
0191 433 8445/8420 or email 
karolynnehart@gateshead.gov.uk

It was in 1996, 20 years ago, that work 
began to restore Path Head Water Mill 
in Blaydon.  Now this popular site is 
an established visitor attraction set in 
glorious surroundings.

And, thanks to the input of hundreds 
of volunteers and support and 
funding from many local groups, and 
organisations, the transformation over 
two decades has been amazing.  

Instead of a derelict mill and water 
wheel, you’ll now find a celebration of 
our industrial heritage (complete with 
working water wheel) as well as picnic 
areas, walks, a sensory garden, café and 
lots more.

So, how did this transformation come 
about?  Back in the 18th century, the 
mill was an active corn mill, powered 
by ground water from Greenside pits.  
It closed in 1828, and by 1974, the mill 

and its surroundings fell into a state of 
dereliction. 

Fast forward to 1992, and the creation 
of the Vale Mill Trust.  It took on the 
challenge to restore the mill and its 
grounds. The trust’s co-ordinator Trevor 
Underwood explained the task they 
faced: “Our key tasks were to dredge 
the mill pond that holds the water to 
drive the water wheel and completely 
refurbish and restore the mill building 
and all its working parts.”  

Now visitors can see the workings of the 
wheel from the viewing gallery as they 
take a self-guided tour around the site. 

Commitment

As well as providing a great place to 
visit, the involvement of local people 
has been at the heart of the mill’s 
renaissance.  Trevor said: “Over the 
years we’ve had great input from our 
local volunteers - without them and 
their commitment to this project we 
wouldn’t be celebrating this 20th 
anniversary.”

As well as volunteers, the mill now 
hosts placements from people with 
mental health disabilities, autism, and 
disengaged children, giving them the 
opportunity to participate in restoration 
and upkeep of the area with great 
success.

Path Head Water Mill is open 10am-
5pm (summer) and 11am-3pm (winter), 
closed Mondays (except for Bank 
Holidays). Admission £3.50 adults/concs 
£2. Annual family membership £12.

Full details can be found at  
www.gatesheadmill.co.uk or you can 
email pathheadmill@aol.com  
or call 0191 414 6288. 

OUT AND ABOUT

Path Head Water Mill
The Water Wheel

Recovered from Guyzance Mill in 
1994, the water wheel was stored 
and refurbished in the stables at 
City Farm before it was installed 
in our restored wheel pit at Path 
Head in 1997 ready for the mill 
opening in March 1998.  The Duke 
of Northumberland, who donated 
the wheel, officially opened the 
mill in May 1998. 

Game on - Gateshead’s family sculpture day
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One of the most shocking films of 
the 20th century is to be shown in 
Gateshead this autumn to mark the 
centenary of one of the bloodiest 
battles of World War One.

‘The Battle of the Somme’ which 
was shot and screened in 1916, 
was the first ever feature-length 
documentary about war seen by the 
public – and the first time that most 
people had the chance to see the 
appalling reality of trench warfare.

Now, Imperial War Museums and 
members of the First World War 
Centenary Partnership are working 
together to show the UNESCO-listed 
film to audiences across the world.

The film, which is rated PG, will 
be shown in the Caedmon Hall 

at Gateshead Central Library on 
Thursday 10 November.

In the year of its release, around 
20 million people - almost half the 
population of Britain at the time - 
watched The Battle of the Somme 
with many hoping to see the image 
of a loved-one or friend captured on 
film. It changed the way both cinema 
and film was perceived by the public.

Tickets are free, but must be 
booked in advance.  
For more information, go to  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson  
or phone  0191 433 8420.

OUT AND ABOUT

Heritage Centre winning design unveiled
The winning design for a new £1.3 
million Heritage Centre, to be built at 
Winlaton Mill as part of the Land of Oak 
& Iron Landscape Partnership project, 
has been unveiled.

Over 35 designs were submitted 
from architecture students from 
Northumbria University and the 
winning design, overwhelmingly 
supported by the public, was by 
Matthew Glover.

Matthew’s ‘water wheel’ design is 
inspired by the heritage of the area 
and reflects Crowley’s Iron Works 
which was established at ‘Old’ Winlaton 
Mill in the early 1700s.  For 150 years 
Winlaton, Winlaton Mill and Swalwell 
represented the greatest area of iron 
ware production in the world.   

The Heritage Centre will bring to life 
this little known industrial history 
which dates back more than 300 
years and ended with the closure of 

the Derwenthaugh Coke Works in the 
1980s. 

The remains of Crowley’s Iron Works 
will be conserved and restored so that 
visitors can learn about them at the 
Heritage Centre and then take a short 
walk through the country park and 
view the remains of the great dam that 
diverted the Derwent. 

The Heritage Centre will create more 
than 30 direct and indirect jobs, and 
will contribute more than £1 million of 
revenue to the local economy on an 
annual basis. 

The project is subject to planning 
approval with an application submitted 
by Groundwork NE & Cumbria.  

Work is ongoing to bid for more 
external funding and if planning and 
funding goes ahead, construction work 
could start in mid-2017.

Contact Kath Marshall-Ivens at 
Groundwork NE & Cumbria  
01207 524883 
www.landofoakandiron.org.uk

The Creative Baby programme at 
the Shipley Art Gallery is one of 
the success stories highlighted in 
a recent report by Tyne and Wear 
Archive & Museums. Its 2015-16 
Impact Report demonstrates the 
range and attraction of our region’s 
museums and galleries.  More than 
1.4 million visits were made to Tyne 
& Wear museums and galleries last 
year with many more people visiting 
museum and archive collections 
online.

The report highlights the success of 
the last year that included:

·  tens of thousands of people 
flocking to see works by Leonardo 
da Vinci and Picasso at the Laing 
Art Gallery;

·  work with Newcastle University to 
raise £3.8m for the Hatton Gallery 
redevelopment;

·  £500,000 Northern Powerhouse 
project at Segedunum; and

·  the successful Creative Baby 
programme at Shipley Art Gallery.

To read the full report visit  
www.twmuseums.org.uk

Museum success

How the new Heritage Centre might look

Rarely-seen 
war film 
to be shown

Can I recycle SAUCE BOTTLES?  
YES – in your blue bin!

The Partnership is funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and includes the Council, Groundwork NE 
& Cumbria and the Pont Valley Network.
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Children, young people and 
their families will be flocking to 
NewcastleGateshead this autumn half 
term for the return of Juice Festival.

Packed

The annual festival for families and 
under 25s takes place from Friday 
21-Saturday 29 October 2016; 
beginning with a packed weekend of 
events including Just Jam International, 
a weekend of breakdance and hip hop 
dance theatre at Dance City and venues 
across NewcastleGateshead.

The Big Juice Family Day on Saturday 22 
October will see lots of fun, free, family 
events and performances popping up 
at Discovery Museum, Newcastle and 
Trinity Square, Gateshead, as part of the 
opening weekend celebrations.

Juice is a multi-arts festival that takes 
place in cultural venues, libraries 
and public spaces in Newcastle and 
Gateshead also features exhibitions, 
performances, workshops, poetry and 
inclusive performances and events for 
children, young people and families  
with additional needs. 

Other highlights of the festival include 
Body Talks, a brand new piece of dance 
theatre developed by Southpaw 
Dance Company in partnership with 
an exciting team of young performers. 
The Great North Explorers event at 
Great North Museum: Hancock sees the 

museum brought to life through pop-
up performances, created by young 
people and professional artists from the 
November Club.

Juice Festival presents work created by 
children and young people working 
alongside regional, national and 
international artists.

For more information and to book 
tickets, visit www.juicefestival.co.uk

OUT AND ABOUT

Due to huge public demand, this year’s 
Enchanted Parks has been extended to 
include an extra night.

This after dark arts adventure, which 
sees specially commissioned artists 
transform Gateshead’s Saltwell Park into 
a magical and mythical wonderland, 
will run for six nights this Winter from 
Tuesday 6 – Sunday 11 December 
offering more people the chance to 
enjoy this popular event.

Tickets are priced at £8 for adults and 
£2 for children under 18. Children aged 

three and under go free. Tickets are 
expected to go on sale in October 2016.

Enchanted Parks is funded by Arts 
Council England and Gateshead Council.  
It is developed and commissioned 
by NewcastleGateshead Initiative in 
partnership with Gateshead Council as 
part of NewcastleGateshead Initiative’s 
festivals and events programme.

For more information and to sign 
up for updates, including this year’s 
tickets on sale date, visit  
www.enchantedparks.com

Enchanted Parks

Juice Festival

Chopwell Wood 
Christmas trees
Friends of Chopwell Wood will be 
selling fir, pine and spruce trees 
at Chopwell Wood from Saturday 
26th November. Sales continue 
every day from 8am-8pm, and 
you can also buy tree stands, 
wreaths and other decorations 
(please note: payment by cash is 
preferred).

Refreshments will be available at 
weekends from 10am-4.30pm, and 
Santa will visit from 11am-3.30pm 
on selected weekends.

The sales site is next to the main 
car park - access via the B6315 near 
High Spen. Please note there is 
no recycling of trees at Chopwell 
Wood, you can recycle your tree 
at one of our Household Waste 
Recycling Centres. Sales site will 
close 21st December, or earlier if all 
trees are sold.

Further information from 
Friends of Chopwell Wood 
01207 542 495 or www.
friendsofchopwellwood.org.uk
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As well as one of the safest and 
most popular forms of exercise, 
swimming is something the whole 
family can enjoy.

From our five swimming pools we 
offer lessons delivered by qualified 
teachers whatever your age.

0-4 years - Our children’s swimming 
lessons follow the Amateur 
Swimming Association Learn to 
Swim Pathway. They’ll be taught 
water confidence and basic 
movement skills in a safe and fun 
environment. 

4 years plus - They’ll then progress 
to develop their competence 
and confidence, safe swimming 
techniques, and overall enjoyment 
in the water.

Adults - Can’t swim? No problem, 
we have adult swimming lessons for 
beginners, improvers, and for those 
who want to improve their stroke 
technique.

For more information or to book 
your lesson visit www.gateshead.
gov.uk/swimming or pop into 
your local leisure centre.

OUT AND ABOUT

Paws for art – Snowdogs come to town!
Get ready to welcome a number of new 
four legged visitors to the region as the 
Great North Snowdogs come to the 
North East. 

St Oswald’s Hospice has teamed up 
with Wild In Art to deliver Tyne and 
Wear’s biggest public art event that will 
see over 50 giant dog sculptures form a 
trail around the region.

Based on Raymond Briggs’   
The Snowman and the Snowdog 
the sculptures have been decorated by 
artists and celebrities and will be joined 
by 95 Snowdog puppies designed by 
local school children. 

From 19 September to 29 November 
you will be able to follow the trail and 
visit as many Snowdogs as possible, 

some next to iconic landmarks and 
others alongside lesser known gems. 
You can:

• join Discodog for a family disco at 
Sage Gateshead;

• see Ziggy at Gateshead Quays;

• do some shopping while visiting 
Snowdog Squares at Trinity Square;

• or borrow a book while taking a selfie 
with Graffiti dog at Gateshead Central 
Library. 

Within Gateshead Big Snowdogs can 
also be seen at the Angel of the North, 
Gateshead Quays, Saltwell Park and 
Gateshead Metro Station.  Little dogs 
will be living in Gateshead Central 
Library and Gateshead Leisure Centre.

You can download a dedicated app 
which will give information about all 
of the Snowdogs and help you collect 
points to unlock special offers. 

At the end of the 10 weeks the 
Snowdogs will be auctioned off to raise 
money for St Oswald’s Hospice.

Disco dog!

For more information on the Gateshead Trail and related go to www.gateshead.gov.uk/snowdogs  
or to download the full trail and app go to www.greatnorthsnowdogs.co.uk

I am Team GB

Gateshead International Stadium 
played host to some very special sports 
VIPs last month, as it took part in the 
nation’s biggest ever sports day: I Am 
Team GB. 

For one day only on Saturday 27 August, 
the Olympic spirit lived on, as the 
country welcomed back its Olympic 
medal winners and celebrated their 
fantastic achievements. 

And the celebration at the stadium saw 
over 1,000 local people taking party 
in a whole range of exciting Olympic 
sports including track, throwing and 
jumping events, rowing, tennis, rugby 
and football.

Inspire

They also got the chance to cheer 
Olympic silver medal winners Briony 
Page (trampoline), Katie Greves, Zoe 
Lee and Jessica Eddie (rowing), bronze 
medal winner Amy Tinkler (gymnastics) 
and swimmer Aimee Willmott who 
took time out of their busy schedules to 
promote the fun, excitement and health 
benefits of regular participation in 
sport, and to hopefully inspire the next 
generation of budding Olympians.  

The event was attended by Gateshead 
Mayor Allison Thompson, who said  “It 
was wonderful seeing so many families 
enjoying themselves and getting 
excited about sport.”

If you’re interested in trying something 
new, the Council offers a broad range 
of sports and activities across our five 
leisure centres, as well as community 
based activities.

For more information visit www.
gateshead.gov.uk/sportsandfitness

SWIM

Gymnast Amy Tinkler joins in a Zumba 
session



33@GMBCouncil gatesheadcouncilwww.gateshead.gov.uk

WHAT’S ON

SEPTEMBER

Saturday 17 September 
Vine Street Mission exhibition

Gateshead Evangelical Church, 10.30am. 
Exhibition to celebrate the work of 
Sister Winifred who opened Vine Street 
Mission. See photos and archives of 100 
years of history of the mission. 

Sunday 18 September   
Jeremy McMurray/Mark Toomey 
Quartet

Blaydon Jazz Club, Black Bull, Bridge 
St. Blaydon, 8pm.  Music in the bebop/
hard bop idioms from this top alto sax 
player along with club favourite Jeremy 
on piano plus bass/drums. Admission 
£5 - pay at the door. For more details call 
0191 414 2846.

Wednesday 21 September 
Guerrilla Knitting Group

Shipley Art Gallery, 1.30-3.30pm, every 
Wednesday until 7 December. Whether 
you’re a knitting novice or a proficient 
purler, come and get creative with 
this friendly knit and natter group. 
Enjoy tea, biscuits and plenty of chat.  
Free. Donations are welcome for 
refreshments.

Saturday 24 September 
Gibside Farmers Market

Gibside, 10am-4pm. Buy appetising 
seasonal foods and high quality crafts 
direct from local producers, plus tasting 
and live music. Market runs every 1st 
and 3rd Saturday of the month.  
www.nationaltrustorg/gibside. 

Friday 30 September 
Cakes taste better together! 

Gateshead Central Library, 10am, The 
Friends of Gateshead Central Library 
will be sharing cake and raising funds 
for MacMillan Cancer Support at the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning.  

OCTOBER

Saturday 1 October 
Humphrey’s Elephantastic 
Rhymetime

Blaydon Library, 10.30am. Dress up in 
your best pjs and bring your elephants 
to bounce on the lycra. Fun songs 
and activities for under 5s. Free but 
please call 0191 433 6201 or email 
lynnecorder@gateshead.gov.uk to book 
your places.  

Saturday 1 October 
Eday5

Caedmon Hall, Central Library, 
10am-3pm. eDay5 is packed full of 
activities to explore, create and engage 
with makers, take part in workshops 
and hands on activities. Programme 
includes: Makerspace, Raspberry Pi 
hacks Minecraft, VR, drones, robotics, 
amateur radio and that’s just for starters.  
The event is free but please register,  
call 0191 433 8420 or visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Monday 3 October 
Silver Rock Singers

Sage Gateshead, 1.30-3pm, the Silver 
Programme provides a wide variety of 
daytime musical activities for people 
over 50, within a relaxed, informal 
and supportive environment. There is 
something for everyone, from absolute 
beginners to experienced players. Every 
Monday during term time.

Thursday 6 October 
National Poetry Day 2016

Gateshead Central Library, 2pm. Join us 
for a celebration of some of the nation’s 
best-loved poems. 
 

Highlights

Bonfire night celebrations

Stay safe on bonfire night and attend 
an organised display.   For a list of 
organised events in Gateshead please 
visit gateshead.gov.uk/fireworks nearer 
the time.  

Saltwell Park will once again play host 
to the Metro Radio fireworks for the 
second year running on Saturday 5 
November.   The event will be a pre-
booked ticket only event and include 
entertainment, food stalls, games and 
activities.  As per the 2015 event a small 
charge of £2 per person will apply.   
Further details will be available nearer 
the time from www.metroradio.co.uk

Enchanted Parks 

Wed 6 - Sunday 11 December

The annual event, which sees 
specially commissioned artists 
transform Gateshead’s Saltwell 
Park into a magical and mythical 
wonderland, will run for six nights 
this winter meaning more people 
can enjoy the popular event. Tickets 
are priced at £8 for adults and £2 for 
children under 18. Children aged 
three and under go free.  

Tickets will go on sale in October – 
please check website for details  
www.enchantedparks.com 

Gateshead Family Sculpture Day

Sunday 25 September

The Grove, Saltwell Park, 11am-4pm. 
Join us for this fantastic, annual, 
family event of creating. This year’s 
theme is Games so you could build 
a giant chess piece, recreate your 
favourite board game or arcade 
game character. There’s wood, tools 
and all the nails you need with 
expert artists on hand to give you 
inspiration and get you started, plus 
glaze your own Raku pottery tile. 

Free (small charges for tool hire nails 
and Raku pottery).

If you want to advertise an event for free please add your listing to the community website www.OurGateshead.org

Photo credit: Graeme Peacock
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For full listings or to book tickets  at 
Sage Gateshead call 0191 443 4661 or 

visit www.sagegateshead.com

For latest exhibitions and events at  
Baltic visit www.balticmill.com

This is just a taste of events across 
Gateshead.  For more see  

www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

Monday 10 – 15 October 
Rope

Little Theatre, Gateshead, 7.15pm. 
Classic thriller from the 1920s. A dark 
story of two privileged, bored young 
men, convinced of their own intellectual 
superiority, who hatch a plot to 
commit the perfect murder.  Tickets £9 
(concessions available) from  
0191 478 1499, for details visit  
www.littletheatregateshead.com 

Sunday 23 October   
Vasilis Xenopoulos/Paul Edis Quartet 

Blaydon Jazz Club, Black Bull, Bridge 
St. Blaydon, 8pm.  Vas on tenor sax - 
influenced by legends such as Stan Getz, 
Hank Mobley, Sonny Rollins and Paul 
our own local superb pianist. Admission 
£7 - pay at the door. For more details call 
0191 414 2846

Monday 24 October 
Monsters in Minecraft

Gateshead Central Library, 2pm  
Design your own Minecraft monster.  
A prize for the best creation!

Thursday 27 - Saturday 29 October 
Wizard of Oz

At Dryden Centre, Evistones Road, at 
7.15pm, matinee on Saturday, 2.30pm. 
For tickets phone 0191 421 9449 

Until 29 October 
Retail Therapy: A trip through 
Gateshead’s shopping past

St Mary’s Heritage Centre, 10am-4pm 
(open Tuesday to Saturday). Explore 
how shops and advertising has changed 
over the years. 

Until 30 October 
The Playground Project

BALTIC, visit the Playground Project 
exhibition on Level 4 to experience 
a world of play. Every Wed-Sun, 
2-4pm a different artist, performer or 
playmaker will be helping you to play in 
inspirational ways. Free fun for the entire 
family. 

NOVEMBER

Monday 7 – 12 November 
Ladies in Lavender

Little Theatre, Gateshead, 7.15pm. 
Two ageing, unmarried, educated but 
unsophisticated sisters, living together 
by the sea, rescue a young man who 
appears to have been shipwrecked. 
Tickets £9 (concessions available) from 
0191 478 1499, for details visit www.
littletheatregateshead.com 

Tuesday 8 November 
The Body Beautiful talk

Caedmon Hall, 6.30pm. Let Meridith 
Towne take you on the journey of 
female beauty and how the women 
of history have attained it - with a little 
help from their wardrobes and make-up 
cases! Book online www.gateshead.gov.
uk/whatson or call 0191 433 6965.

Friday 18 November 
Jumpin Hot Club Presents:  
An evening with Anais Mitchell

Caedmon Hall, Gateshead, 8pm. 
Vermont and Brooklyn-based singer-
songwriter who comes from the world 
of narrative folksong, poetry and 
balladry. Mitchell has six albums to 
her name and has headlined shows 
worldwide. Tickets £14. Book online  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson  
or call 0191 433 6965.

Until Saturday 19 November 
21 Years of Northern Print

An exhibition telling the story of 
Northern Print, 21 years on after 
opening on Fish Quay in North Shields.  
Part of the International Print Biennale 
www.northernprint.org.uk Gallery open 
during normal library opening hours.

Saturday 19 November 
Lego Building Competition

Gateshead Central Library, 10am. Create 
your favourite book character in Lego 

and you could win a prize!  
Suitable for ages 4 and over. 

Saturday 19 November,  
10am-12noon 
Christmas market

Salvation Army, Sunderland Road. 

DECEMBER

Friday 9 December 
Christmas Cake and Carols

Gateshead Central Library, 10am. Join us 
for a morning of cake and carols. Free. 

Friday 9 December 
Jumpin Hot Club Presents:  
Mary Coughlan and Band (Ireland)

Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central 
Library, 8pm. Mary Coughlan is one 
of our greatest female singers. At 
over ten albums she’s made mature, 
uncompromising, wholly personal and 
utterly universal music.  Tickets £14. 
Book online www.gateshead.gov.uk/
whatson or call 0191 433 6965.

Saturday 10 December, 7pm 
Community carol service

Salvation Army at Whitehall Road 
Church. £5 on door. Phone 07967 888 
525 for details.

Monday 12 – 17 December 
Wyrd Sisters

Little Theatre, Gateshead, 7.15pm.  
The late Sir Terry Pratchett’s ‘Discworld’ 
take on Shakespeare’s Scottish Play, 
with added references to Hamlet, King 
Lear, an actor/playwright, and ‘Sleeping 
Beauty’. Tickets £9 (concessions 
available) from 0191 478 1499, for 
details visit www.littletheatregateshead.
com 

Wednesday 14 December 
Santa’s Storytime

Gateshead Central Library, 2.15pm,  
Get in the mood for Christmas with our 
Christmas storytime for under 5s. 

WHAT’S ON



Contact Crimestoppers 
anonymously with 

information 
on crime

Call 0800 555 111
or go online at 

crimestoppers-uk.org

Crimestoppers Trust is 
a registered charity

“I know who’s
responsible but I

can’t go to 
 the police”

Monday 19 September 
Wrekenton Library, 10am-12noon

Tuesday 20 September 
Felling Library, 10am-12noon  
Rowlands Gill Library, 2-4pm

Wednesday 21 September 
Birtley Library, 10am-12noon

Thursday 22 September 
Mobile Library, Sunhill, Sunniside 11am-1pm and  
Rothbury Gardens, Lobley Hill 5.15-6.15pm

Monday 26 September 
Leam Lane Library, 2-4pm

Tuesday 27 September  
Central Library, 12-3pm 
Crawcrook Library, 2-4pm

Wednesday 28 September 
Mobile Library, Greenside 10-11.30am, 
Chopwell 11.45am-12.15pm and High Spen 1.30-4pm

There is no need to book in advance.  For more information speak to a member of staff.

Have your say on libraries – community drop-in sessions
We would like your views on the proposed options for the library service.  
Complete the survey at www.gateshead.gov.uk/consultationsnew or  
come along to one of the following drop-in sessions to tell us what you think:

Thursday 29 September 
Pelaw Library, 4-6pm

Friday 30 September 
Whickham Library, 2-4pm

Saturday 1 October 
Pelaw Library, 10am – 12noon

Monday 3 October 
Mobile Library, Winlaton Mill 9.45-11.30am  
Felling Library, 3-5pm

Tuesday 4 October 
Rowlands Gill Library, 10am-12noon

Tuesday 4 October 
Mobile Library, Kibblesworth and Ladypark, 3-6pm

Thursday 6 October 
Chopwell Library, 2-4pm

Wednesday 28 September & 30 November
Bewicks, Gateshead Civic Centre, 5.30-7pm

We need foster 
carers!
Come to our friendly information 
evening and find out more

All welcome
Tel: 0191 433 8333
Email: adoptionandfostering@gateshead.gov.uk
www.gateshead.gov.uk/fostering



For information on what you can recycle in Gateshead please visit 

www.gateshead.gov.uk/recycling

105 is a new number that you can call to report or get 
information about a power cut. It will put you straight 
through to your local electricity network operator 
– the company that manages the cables, wires and 
substations that bring electricity into homes and 
businesses in your area. 

105 is a free service for people in England, Scotland and 
Wales, and you can call the number from most landlines 
and mobile phones. It doesn’t matter who you choose 
to buy electricity from - anyone can call 105.

To find out more, visit powercut105.com

Adoption
Start your journey with Gateshead Council. 

www.gateshead.gov.uk/adoption or call 0191 433 6388  

could you... would you... will you?

Information evenings:   
Thursday 6 October & Thursday 1 December, 5.30-7pm 
at Gateshead Civic Centre


