
Wednesday 30th June 2021
Virtual Ceremony



Running Order:
5:40pm  Guests start to join the virtual audience (please note we require 

everyone to be in attendance no later than 5:50pm)

6:00pm Ceremony begins. Official welcome to the Gateshead Awards

6:05pm  Presentation of Awards with video performances from Aukestra,  

Side by Side Arts, Gateshead Community Music Whickham and 

Swalwell, Gateshead Care Home Choir and Gateshead Musical 

Theatre Company

7:30pm Closing words, The Mayor of Gateshead, Councillor Dot Burnett

7:40pm Event concludes 



Welcome
By the Worshipful Mayor of Gateshead, Councillor Dot Burnett

Good Evening Everyone,

I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome you all to what is a first for all of us, our 
first live streamed Gateshead Awards Ceremony. Whilst it would be lovely to see 
you all in person this evening, we felt that it was safer to hold the event virtually 
this year.

Tonight recognises the dedication of individuals and groups who with their 
hard work and commitment make Gateshead a better place to live, work and 
visit. Every one of you here should be extremely proud of the work that you 
have achieved. The Gateshead Awards highlight that your commitment and 
dedication really does make a difference, in that you have all been nominated by 
colleagues, peers or friends who along with Gateshead Council want to celebrate 
your achievements.

On behalf of everyone here at Gateshead Council, I’d like to congratulate you all 
on being short-listed this year, and I’d also to thank you for making a difference 
within your local community.

Good Luck to you all!



Volunteer of 
the Year 
Sponsored by Go North 
East

TARIK ABDELGANI - a committed 
volunteer with the British Red 
Cross. He delivers the induction 
programme, training over 100 new 
volunteers throughout the year, 
and delivers refugee awareness 
and first aid courses across schools, 
community centres and other 
organisations in Tyne and Wear.

VICTORIA CRAWFORD - as her 
hairdressing salon was closed due 
to the pandemic, Victoria took on 
various roles to help support her 
local community. She has supported 
the food-banks, collecting and 
delivering food parcels and using 
her shop to store items, volunteered 
for local hospitals and signed up to 
be part of the Covid testing team. 
Victoria has organised donations and 
raffles to help keep people smiling 
whilst also caring for her partner who 
was diagnosed with a rare form of 
cancer during the first lockdown.

STEVE DONKIN - a dedicated 
core member of the Soundroom 
Community Music Project volunteer 
room and over the last year has led 
the volunteer house band, ran an 
accessible drumming group and 
cinema club, helped to give the 
building a much needed make-
over and is now volunteering on a 
community radio show to provide a 
reassuring voice in very challenging 
times.

KATH HAYWARD - runs the 
Bensham Food Co-op based, in 
Corpus Christi Church, which has 
supported many local people over 
the last 12 months as well as asylum 
seekers and refugees. She has 
ensured that a food parcel is always 
available for those who need it and 
has supported those struggling to 
cope while they wait for Universal 
Credit payments including helping 
with phone top-ups so people can 
always keep in touch with family and 
friends.

CHARLEY RUTLAND - has restored 
Felling Park with a group of 
volunteers to ensure it can continue 
to be used by the community. She 
has organised community events to 
raise funds for equipment and plants 
which have now been put into the 
park and is fundraising for new play 
equipment to be installed. 



JANE THWAITE - volunteers 
for Citizens Advice Gateshead 
providing advice and supervising 
other volunteers. She has supported 
recruitment training and retention 
of volunteers which has significantly 
increased their capacity. Her 
mediation skills are also invaluable.

SUSAN YOUNG - volunteers for 
Gateshead Carers’ Association 
on the reception desk and always 
gives a warm welcome to everyone. 
As a carer herself Susan is an 
invaluable member of the team who 
understands the needs of visitors. 
Volunteering for GCA has also 
encourage Susan to volunteer for 
Marie Curie.

Voluntary/Charitable Organisation 
of the Year Sponsored by Tarmac

AGE UK (GATESHEAD BRANCH) - have worked hand in hand with 2,400 new 
volunteers supporting 33 staff, to protect those most in need across Gateshead. 
During the pandemic they have answered 2750 telephone calls and delivered 
hundreds of hot meals each week, delivered prescriptions for over 100 older 
people, telephoned 7,500 older people each week to check they were okay and 
supported clients with dementia by providing respite care.

BRIGHTEN RYTON - this organisation has made a significant contribution to the 
local environment, maintaining the cemetery, flower beds and removing tonnes 
of rubbish from around the village. They have also transformed Ferndene Park 
and are protecting the villages heritage by producing walking tour books and 
maintaining the Stargate Pit memorial.

DUNSTON HELP FOR FAMILIES - this organisation was established in the middle 
of the pandemic to support local people who were really struggling. They have 
raised funds for food parcels, delivered hot meals to vulnerable residents, recycled 
unwanted items, arranged a secret Santa so no child went without at Christmas 
and have started to fundraise to supply security lighting to help keep elderly and 
vulnerable residents safe. 

FELLING FOOD NETWORK - Provides food parcels to those most in need and is 
a safe and welcoming place for people in the community to come to meet others. 
The network has also been providing additional support in certain areas for 
example help with universal credit applications and accessing learning skills.



GATESHEAD YOUNG WOMEN 
OUTREACH - have supported 
young women and young families 
to ensure, despite lock-down, they 
received the help they needed. 
For the first time the organisation 
also worked with whole families. 
They have delivered care packages, 
supported new young mothers, 
carried out doorstep checks to 
ensure face-to-face contact and have 
made contact with individuals when 
they were in a particularly vulnerable 
situation to support social services 
and the police.

HARVEST & HELP - this 
organisation, run by people with 
learning disabilities and autism, 
provides an award winning, quality 
gardening service to Gateshead 
residents. They work in partnership 
with the local parish council to 
keep local areas tidy and support 
Kibblesworth Millennium Centre. 
Many of their customers are elderly 
and look forward to the visits from 
Harvest & Help.

INSPIRATION DRUMLINE - After 
school drumming clubs for children 
of all ages, at Cedars Academy, who 
have a variety of disabilities and 
special educational needs. The clubs 
have become increasingly popular 
as they boost confidence, promote 
teamwork and are therapeutic.

Young Achiever of the Year 
(25 or under) 

SOPHIE ADAMS AND FREYA ENDER - co - chairs of the Gateshead Youth 
Assembly they have ensured that, despite GYA going online due to the 
pandemic, it has stayed fun, relevant and useful. 

They produced packs for each member so they could keep up with their personal 
development training, recruited 20 new members, arranged Christmas gifts 
for asylum seeking children, sorted back to school equipment kits and raised 
funds to help those most in need with school uniforms. Morgan Harwood, Tom 
Jackson and Jenny Wilson -National Citizen Service graduate and Kingsmeadow 
Community Comprehensive School student, Morgan and his classmates Tom and 
Jenny spent their summer running a school uniform donation service collecting 
outgrown or unused items and ensuring those most in need received them for the 
start of the school year.



DYLAN SIMPSON - has a key role as a volunteer with the British Red Cross. He 
is the Induction Programme Tutor, delivering a welcome programme to new 
volunteers, he volunteers with their Mobility Aids Service, supporting people 
who need to rent a wheelchair and is a shop volunteer helping to raise vital funds 
to support people in crisis.

JACK WILKINSON - was only 9 years old when he did a million steps in a month, 
finishing on day 29, to help raise money for a power assisted device which turns 
into an electric trike for a little boy called Freddie who was diagnosed with Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy.

Carer of the Year
Sponsored by Metrocentre

ADELE DAVIES AND JOY BELL - not only do Adele and Joy care for each other 
they also care for other family members who have both physical and mental 
health conditions. They both gave up their jobs to become full time carers and 
selflessly give all their time to helping their families and anyone else who asks.

KRISTY RANSON - cares for her 5 children with 3 of them having additional 
needs. The pandemic has been incredibly challenging for the family, particularly 
through not being able to access their support networks. Yet despite all of the 
difficulties she has faced she continues to learn new skills and now feels able to 
contribute more to the Gateshead Carers Association.

OWEN TURNBULL - had tirelessly cared for his wife, who suffered from 
dementia, for 5 years before she sadly passed away three years ago. At the same 
time as caring for Bell he also took part in the HenPower project to help others 
understand the challenges if caring for someone with dementia. He also visits 
care homes to teach people about reducing social isolation and engaging with 
creativity later in life.

JANICE YOUNG - cares for 3 children, giving them a safe and loving home to 
enable them to thrive. She is a key member of the local community and is very 
supportive of the school. Despite the challenges she faces she is always smiling.



Sports Club of the Year 
GATESHEAD HARRIERS - over the last 12 months the club has had many 
individual achievements including 6 athletes selected for international 
competitions and various team successes. The club has also actively looked to 
promote the health agenda by supporting other events such as the Quayside 
Run, the Throws Fest for para athletes and a training session for ex service people 
taking part in the Invictus Games trials.

GATESHEAD SCHOOLS UNDER 13S FOOTBALL TEAM - with young people 
from across Gateshead’s secondary schools the team won the U12 league 
winning every game and haven’t lost a match for over two years. They also won 
the England Schools National Cup Final at Lilleshall.

LEAM RANGERS FOOTBALL CLUB - has been great for the local community 
providing a great environment for grassroots football. Volunteers have ensured 
the ground is to standard to support their ambition to secure northern league 
football and as well as supporting young people during the pandemic it helped 
with food for children during October half term. They also offer a set up for female 
football with a pathway from infant to senior level.

RED KITE RUNNERS - an inspirational community running club that helps many 
people in the local community to achieve their goals and improve their fitness. 
Many of the people who join the club have never run before but go on to take 
part and succeed in events such as the Great North Run.

WHICKHAM CRICKET CLUB - is one of the fastest growing youth clubs in the 
country with over 100 young people training and playing cricket alongside 3 
senior side. As well as success in competitions over the last couple of years during 
the pandemic they opened their facilities as soon as they could in a safe way and 
volunteers have renovated the ground and researched the history of the club. 



Maureen Chaplin Sports Achiever 
of the Year 
MARY BUTLER - last year, aged 15, Mary was selected to play for Durham Ladies 
after 6 years as a junior with Ryton Cricket Club. She has also played for Durham 
Girls under 15s, Durham RDC and Northern Warrior Ladies as well as being 
selected to play for Ryton’s 1st eleven men’s side. This season she will play for 
Gateshead Fell Ladies.

ANTHONY FORESTER - head coach at the community basketball club, Cardinal 
Hornets, Anthony worked incredibly hard to improve the club. They now have the 
highest number of memberships. He has created many opportunities for young 
people to transition from sessions in school to a lifelong sport and hobby.

LUKE TUCKER - at 11 years old Luke plays for the Cardinal Hornets Basketball 
under 12’s and under 14’s teams. He was selected to train in the Newcastle Eagles 
Academy under 12 development squad and to attend the British Basketball 
Athletic Development Programme. Despite lock-down he has shown true 
dedication to his sport.



Musician / Music Group of the Year 
Sponsored by Northgate Vehicle Hire 

AUKESTRA - a band made up of mostly autistic musicians which uses the 
creativity of music to help the young people to thrive. It encourages the young 
people to share their talents and the group have performed nationally and 
internationally. Due to vandalism they had their premises burned down but 
despite any setbacks they have continued to produce music and support the 
group throughout the pandemic.

LYNNE BLOXHAM - founder of the charity Community Music Whickham and 
Swalwell which aims to provide musical tuition to local people. She has also 
established Community Orchestra which now has 25 members aged 8-80.  
The orchestra promotes the benefits of playing music together and they have a 
good relationship with the local churches to rehearse and perform.

GATESHEAD CARE HOME CHOIR - made up of 75 care staff and older people 
living with dementia the choir meet regularly with professional musicians to 
rehearse well-known songs and compose new ones based on their experiences. 
The choir encourages the older people to explore their creativity.

GATESHEAD MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY - this theatre company, with 
a society of 52 young people and 30 adults usually meet twice a week and 
perform two shows a year. Although the pandemic has prevented the group from 
performing they have continued to meet regularly for online quiz/bingo and 
music nights and have arranged online fundraisers.

SIDE BY SIDE ARTS - with a focus on bringing music and arts into the community 
Side by Side Arts adjusted their lessons to online to ensure they could continue 
throughout lockdown. Adopting a flexible approach has been particularly 
beneficial for those who may usually struggle with online learning and their 
support has helped many young people to continue to thrive.



Business in the Community Award
Sponsored by HY Hubs

HUNGER HANGOUT - despite 
being a new business when the 
pandemic hit this café has gone 
above and beyond to support the 
community. From working with 
Dunston Help for Families, giving 
free meals to those most in need 
and using celebratory occasions to 
organise a few surprises they have 
helped to make the community smile 
at a very challenging time.

INSPIRED SUPPORT - providing 
new support services for people in 
Gateshead with autism. The services 
they provide include Inspired Active 
which helps people learn social, 
life and work skills through health, 
fitness and knowledge of nutrition. 
The newest addition Inspired Digital 
supports those with an interest in 
media and design who want to take 
the next steps to employment. 

POST HOUSE CHIPPY - throughout 
the pandemic has supported the 
local community by delivering 
meals to customers, has provided 
free meals to families struggling 
during the school closures and 
has delivered shopping to those 
shielding.

OPEN HOUSE AND THE SPARE 
ROOM - this business embraces 
sustainability selling clothes made in 
a sustainable way from sustainable 
materials, offering a refill station 
for products such as shower gels, 
collects materials for general 
recycling and does educational 
talks in schools. There is also a room 
which can be rented out by other 
businesses or for fun events which 
bring the community together.

THE PICKLE PALACE - has saved 
a dramatic amount of waste from 
going to landfill by collecting food 
that would be binned and using 
it at their markets where the local 
community can pay to fill a shopping 
bag. Since the start of the pandemic 
they have packed and delivered 
thousands of food parcels to support 
those most in need.



Armed Forces in the Community 
Award

LYNSEY CORDINER - Lynsey’s commitment to Gateshead veterans has been 
outstanding and throughout lockdown she made welfare calls every 3 days to 
ensure each individual was supported in the right way including arranging food 
parcel drop-offs, supporting disability access requests and continuing to re-skill 
veterans and get them into employment.

MICK DOWNWORTH - in his role as Armed Forces Outreach Co-ordinator Mick 
helped address financial issues and overcame significant barriers to assist with 
rehousing and improve the mental health and well-being of veterans suffering 
from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

VAL HEMPSEY - has pioneered the data gathering of information on ex-service 
personnel living within Gateshead. Her coding of GP forms is now seen as best 
practice and it has enabled the Clinical Commissioning Group to target their 
resources for the armed forces more effectively. Val’s dedication has improved the 
welfare of many veterans in the borough.

PETER MOODY - as an ex forces army veteran Peter has worked hard to develop 
GAP Group North East, which transports waste from civic amenity sites within the 
region. He mainly hires ex forces personnel, supports veteran charities and has 
worked with REED to become a forces-friendly organisation

VINCE OWEN - a former Regular Army soldier having served in the Royal Artillery, 
Vince is now employed as resident caretaker at Napier Armoury. Last year during 
a major fire incident Vince acted quickly and effectively to help the Emergency 
Services deal with the fire. His actions helped to prevent loss-of-life and lessened 
the fire damage to properties.



Lifetime Achievement Award
Sponsored by Gateshead Regeneration Partnership 

DAVID STOKES

David is a resident of Gateshead and has been a scout volunteer across 
Gateshead, in Whickham, and then later in Blaydon and across Durham County 
for over 30 years. He has had a number of roles but in the last 12 months, before 
stepping down from his role as County Commissioner, he has organised a 
Scouting at home for all young people across Gateshead and Durham County. 
This allows them access to mental well being activities and to be able to 
develop skills for life.

As County Commissioner David has given selfless service and support to the 
adults in scouting. This has included hours training adult volunteers in first aid, 
safeguarding and other modules. He is always at the end of a phone, at any 
time of the day or night, for his adult volunteers who need advice or guidance 
and his rigour has ensured that scouting in Gateshead and beyond has become 
more accessible, safer and more stimulating than it has ever been before. 

David is a passionate advocate of young people, he has been instrumental 
in managing changes which have allowed the young people of Gateshead 
to direct scouting and have an active role in shaping their movement. He has 
headed up and planned huge events which have allowed thousands of young 
people from Tyneside to Teasdale to have fun and this has included many young 
people from Gateshead.



Lifetime Achievement Award
Sponsored by Gateshead Regeneration Partnership 

JANET WALTON

Janet has been involved with the Winlaton Centre for at least 20 years. Starting 
as a young mother, she became involved in running the toddler group, then 
moved on to volunteering on the Committee before being given the role of 
centre manager about 8 years ago. 

During that time Janet has devoted her life to making sure that the centre is a 
welcoming busy Community Centre, serving the local community. There is 
nothing she won’t turn her hand to, whether it be encouraging local people 
to join in with activities, making grant applications, negotiating with the Local 
Authority , seeing the centre through the handover to local management, or 
rolling up her sleeves and cleaning the centre when the caretaker is off sick. 
Janet is frequently to be found at the Centre on her days off - if something is 
needed, Janet will do it. 

During the COVID outbreak Janet has been a tower of strength, enabling 
the Centre to become one of Gateshead’s Community Hubs, welcoming in 
Gateshead Council staff and volunteers and ensuring that the running of the 
twice weekly Fare Share scheme is a lifeline for local people. Janet has a vision 
for the Centre, that it should serve the weakest and those struggling, as well as 
being a pleasant base for many traditional community groups and a large sports 
hall. 

Janet is very discreet when individuals are in need. She is never negative about 
new suggestions and is always willing to give anything a try if there is a chance 
that it could bring positive benefits to the community.

  



With thanks to:

Peter Durrant-Parkes

The Chaplin Family



Please share your photographs and comments 
on social media using the hashtag: 

#GatesheadAwards


