
LEASEHOLD FOR SALE

Former Depot Chase Park Whickham NE16 4EE

Site with Permission in Principle for 
housing development

• Offers invited for the 999 year leasehold of    
the land and buildings

• 0.34 hectares (0.85acres)

Further Information
Jason Speed • 0191 433 3495 
jasonspeed@gateshead.gov.uk

Closing date for offers: 
Noon Wednesday 19 May 2021

©Map data @ 2017 Google



Location

The site is located in Whickham within the grounds of 
Chase Park which is just off Front Street (B6317) and is 
situated between Rectory Lane and Broom Lane. Vehicular 
and pedestrian access to the site is just off Rectory Lane at 
the junction with Front Street.

Chase Park is a significant part of the local community. In 
2009 the voluntary group Friends of Chase Park, was set 
up to develop the park and to ensure it benefits the whole 
community. In 2015 the group successfully applied for 
grant funding to enable conservation work to be carried 
out within the park and also improvements to the park’s 
leisure facilities.
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Description

The site consists of land and buildings including a yard 
area and was last used by Gateshead Council in 2015 as an 
operational parks maintenance depot and day care centre. 

The site comprises of the following buildings:

Former Day Care Centre 

Single storey timber framed building with low pitched 
mineral felt roof with timber framed windows that are 
currently boarded. Internally the building is made up of 
office, kitchen and w.c facilities.

Former Stable Block and Residential dwelling 
flat

Two storey building of traditional stone construction 
with pitched hipped end slate roof. The building was 
constructed circa 1900 and internally the building is in poor 
condition. 



Grounds Maintenance Store 1

Single storey building with solid wall brick and monopitch 
tile roof. 

Grounds Maintenance Store 2

Single storey building with solid wall brick and flat mineral 
felt covered roof. 

Former Aviary block

Single storey building with solid brick and with monopitch 
mineral felt covered roof. 

Floor Area

The buildings have the following approximate floor areas:

•  Former Day Care Centre  189 sq.m 
(2,034sq.ft)

•  Former Stable Block and Flat  259 sq.m 
(2,787sq.ft)

•  Grounds Maintenance Store 1  51.06 sq.m 
(549sq.ft)

•  Grounds Maintenenace Store 2  47.06sq.m 
(506sq.ft)

•  Former Aviary    42.87sq.m 
(461sq.ft)

Floor measurements have been taken from internal records 
and are shown on a Gross Internal Area basis. The site 
measures approximately 0.34 hectares (0.85 acres) and has 
been measured from the Council’s own records.



Services

We understand that water and electric supply the former 
day care centre. However, the Council would advise 
prospective purchasers should make their own enquiries 
in respect of the availability, suitability and capacity of any 
services they require for their purposes.

Planning 
The site is located within Chase Park which is registered on 
the Local List of Buildings, Parks and Gardens and regarded 
as having Special Local Architectural or Historic Interest. 
The area of Whickham is also designated as a Conservation 
Area and is also considered an area of special architectural 
or historic interest.

Permission in Principle (PIP) has been granted for the site 
allowing for a housing-led development in principle for up 
to 6 dwellings on the site. As part of the PIP the Council 
has produced a Development Framework to assist in 
establishing parameters for the development of the site. In 
addition to the PIP a further application for Technical Details 
Consent (TDC) will need to be made to the Council for 
consideration of the details of the development such as the 
final layout and elevations. Once TDC is granted, the site 
will have an implementable planning permission.

The site is also located within a charging zone for the 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) within Zone B at a 
charge rate of £30 per sq. metre of residential floor area.

The Council offers a dedicated pre-application advice 
service providing advice aimed at helping submit a 
complete and accurate planning application which 
complies with the relevant plans, policies and guidance.

If you require further information on the pre-application 
procedure please e-mail 
enquiriesdevcon@gateshead.gov.uk

Rateable Value

According to the Valuation Office Agency website the 
former office and canteen was deleted from the rating list 
with effect from 1 April 2017. 

Legal Title/Covenants

The land is registered to the Borough Council of Gateshead 
with absolute freehold title under title number TY410871. 

There is a wayleave agreement between the Council 
and NEDL relating to underground cables to the rear of 
properties known as 25 to 41 Front Street.

The original conveyance to the Council contains a covenant 
to maintain the retaining wall and fences which surround 
the properties known as 25 to 41 Front Street and are 
located adjacent to the existing access road, off Rectory 
Lane.

The Council will reserve a right of way shown coloured 
brown on the attached plan for pedestrian access to the 
park and vehicular access to allow for maintenance of the 
park.
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Asbestos Management Plan

An asbestos management plan for the buildings has been 
prepared by the Council.

Tenure

The property is to be sold by way of a 999 year long 
leasehold.
 

Disposal Terms

The Council is seeking a premium payment for the 999 
leasehold interest in the property shown edged red on the 
plan. In addition to the premium the Council is seeking 
a one-off financial contribution towards the park to be 
administered by the Friends of Chase Park.

The site is approximately 0.34 ha (0.85acres) in extent.

The site will be sold with vacant possession by way of a 
999 year lease on terms to be agreed.

The purchase is subject to all existing covenants and rights 
of way.

The purchaser will be required to obtain all necessary 
Planning and Conservation Area and Building Regulation 
Consents where applicable.

Each party is to bear its own costs in connection with this 
transaction.

The Council will expect the preferred bidder to adhere to a 
strict timescale for the sale of the site. If the preferred bid 
is conditional on planning then a specific timescale will 
need to be adhered to including a deadline for submission 
of a planning application from the date of preferred bidder 
status.

Submission Of Offers

The following information is required:-

1. Financial Offer

The submission should clearly state the premium 
(exclusive of VAT) being offered to Gateshead Council for 
the leasehold interest and the financial contribution to be 
made towards the park. This must be your best offer for 
the site. The Council is not bound to accept the highest 
offer made, or any offer, and will accept no responsibility 
for any costs incurred by any party in connection with 
their submission of an offer whether successful or not. The 
premium offered should reflect any conditions attached 
and these should be clearly stated. Offers will be reported 
to the Council at the earliest available date. Interested 
parties will be notified of the Council’s decision as soon as 
possible after that time.

2. Supporting Information

A. Details of the person(s) or company that is offering 
to purchase the leasehold interest. For a company, 
you should include details of the full company name, 
registration number, registered address and contact 
details for the individual submitting the offer. For 
individuals, you should include details of your name, 
address and contact details;

B. The applicant must provide detailed information 
to confirm their funding arrangements not only 
for the acquisition, but also any refurbishment or 
redevelopment proposed;

C. Description of the proposals and where relevant any 
indicative drawing(s);

D. Details of the overall timescale required to complete 
the transaction.

Please note: - The Council accepts no responsibility for any 
expenditure incurred by an interested party in relation to 
the submission of an offer



Delivery of Offer

Offers should be submitted in a sealed envelope using 
the address label which can be obtained upon request. All 
offers should be delivered to Civic Centre at the following 
address no later than noon, Wednesday 19 May 2021:

Office of the Chief Executive, Gateshead Council, Civic 
Centre, Regent Street, Gateshead, NE8 1HH

Viewings are strictly by appointment 
only and limited to one person only. 

Face coverings must be worn in 
Council buildings in accordance with 
government guidelines.

The stable block is in poor condition 
interested parties should wear 
suitable footwear and clothing.

All enquiries to purchase should be directed 
through Corporate Services and Governance:
Contact: 
Jason Speed (Property Services) 
(0191) 433 3495
jasonspeed@gateshead.gov.uk

Remarks

The Strategic Director, Corporate Services & Governance for himself and 
the vendors or lessors of this property whose agent he is gives notice that

(i) the particulars are set out as a general outline only for the guidance 
of intending purchasers or lessors, and do not constitute part of, an 
offer or contract:

(ii) all descriptions, dimensions, references to condition and necessary 
permissions for use and occupation, and other details are given in 
good faith and are believed to be correct but any intended purchaser 
or tenants should not rely on them as statements or representations 
of fact but satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise as to the 
correctness of each of them:

(iii) no person in the employment of the Council for the Metropolitan 
Borough of Gateshead has any authority to make or give any 
representation or warranty in relation to this property.

Misrepresentation Act 1967: the particulars of sale are intended only as 
a guide to prospective purchasers to enable them to decide whether to 
make further enquiries with a view to taking up further discussions but 
they are otherwise not intended to be relied on and their accuracy is not 
guaranteed.

The purchaser should make further searches as are usually made and 
these particulars are supplied on the understanding that all negotiations 
are conducted through Corporate Services and Governance.

The Council accepts no liability in negligence or otherwise for any loss 
caused by an inaccuracy in these particulars and the Group Director, 
Corporate Services & Governance reserves the right to alter these 
particulars at any time.

The Freedom of Information Act 2000

The contracting Council is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. As part of the Council’s duties under the Act, it may 
be required to disclose information forming part of your offer/bid/ tender 
or proposal to a third party upon reasonable request.

If you consider that any of the information provided in your offer/ bid/ 
tender or proposal is commercially sensitive (meaning it could reasonably 
cause prejudice to your organisation if disclosed to a third party) then it 
should be clearly marked on each sheet or the cover sheet or labeled as 
“Not for disclosure to third parties” in your offer/ bid/ tender or proposal 
together with valid reasons in support of the information being exempt 
from disclosure under the Act.

The Council will endeavour to consult with you and have regard to your 
comments and any objections before it releases any information to a 
third party under the Act. However, the Council cannot be held liable for 
any loss or prejudice caused by the disclosure of information that has not 
been clearly marked as “Not for disclosure to third parties” or where no 
reasons are provided to support a request to withhold its disclosure.

Money Laundering Legislation

The Council will need to comply with the anti money laundering 
legislation and will take all necessary steps to comply with the legislation.
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