
 
 
 

Police, Factories etc (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1916 
Notes for Guidance 

 
 

1. The name and address  of organisation to which the proceeds of the collection or sale 
are to be given must be clearly stated. If the organisation is not a registered charity 
please state clearly the purpose for which the organisation was formed. (Provide 
supporting literature). 

 
2. This should be the name of the person who is submitting the application on behalf of the 

organisation and should include that person’s status within the organisation. 
 

3. The current home address should be given together with any previous address if the 
applicant has not resided at this address for more than three years. 

 
4. Your date of birth. 

 
5&6. If you are applying on behalf of a registered charity you must state the Charity 

Registration Number. 
 
7. If you are raising funds on behalf of a charity or other organisation a letter of authority 

from the organisation deriving benefit from the collection/sale must accompany your 
application.  

 
8. Strict guidelines exist concerning this application and the acceptable level is determined 

at the discretion of the Head of Regulatory Services. 
 

9. Any affiliation must be notified as Gateshead Council only authorise one collection per 
organisation in a given 12 month period. The Head of Regulatory Services reserves the 
right to consider further applications where extenuating circumstances may be in 
evidence and may grant such further applications at his sole discretion. 

 
10. Full details of a refusal to grant a Street Collection permit or House to House Collection 

Licence must be notified to the Authority including the address of the local authority or 
police station refusing the application. Failure to supply this information will result in 
automatic refusal of the application. 

 
11. If your last collection was within twelve months of the date for which you are now 

applying, you must supply a letter to accompany your application stating any extenuating 
circumstances upon which your application is made. Such applications may be 
considered by the Head of Regulatory Services who will then decide whether to refuse or 
grant the issue of such a permit. 

 
12. You should nominate a preferred date, plus two alternative dates on which the proposed 

collection/ sale may be held. Under no circumstances should an assumption be made 
that any of the proposed dates will be granted. You are advised that no street collection 
may take place anywhere within the borough of Gateshead without possession of a 



permit granted by the Authority and any person found to be so acting shall be liable to 
prosecution. 

13. The following locations are areas within the controlled district of Gateshead for the 
purposes of Police, Factories etc (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1916.   

  
Blaydon, Birtley, Byermoor, Cental Gateshead, Chopwell, Crawcrook, Dunston, Felling, 
Greenside, Heworth, High Spen, Low Fell, MetroCentre, Pelaw, Ryton, Rowlands Gill, 
Sunniside, Swalwell, Teams, Team Valley, Whickham, Winlaton, Wrekenton, Whole of 
the Borough. 
 
If you wish to collect in any area which is also under the separate control of 
another organization e.g. shopping precincts, the MetroCentre, Blaydon Shopping 
Precincts, then you must also approach the management of that organisation to 
obtain the necessary permissions and supply to this Authority a copy of such 
confirmation.  
 

14. Normal collection periods are between 8.00 am and 10.00pm. 
 
15. Two references must be supplied. These references should normally consist of a letter in 

support of the application from persons not directly connected with the organisation 
deriving benefit, but from persons who have established prominence in the field of 
charitable works or a prominent member of the local community. 

 
16. It must be stated if these proceeds are to be applied locally or nationally. 

 
17. Full details of the accountant must be supplied upon application. A qualified accountant 

is defined in Section 16(4) of the regulations which accompany the application form. 
 

18. The object of the particular collection to which the application relates must be clearly 
stated and may differ from the overall objective of the benefiting organisation. 

 
19. Detail the proposed collection method e.g. collecting tins or sale of goods from charity 

stall etc. 
 

20. If any deductions are intended to be made please state clearly the amount of monetary 
terms and the reason why it is proposed to make deductions. Deductions shall only be 
made with the expressed permission of the Head of Regulatory Services and attention is 
drawn to Section 15 of the regulations. 

 
21. The approximate number of collectors may be given the application but full details 

including name, age, date of birth and current address of each of the collectors must be 
supplied at least five working days before the date of the collection. In the event that any 
or all of the collectors prove to be unacceptable to the Authority then you will be notified 
to make alternative arrangements.  

 
After the issue of a permit, the Head of Regulatory Services reserves the right to 
withdraw the permit if, at any time he is not completely satisfied with any aspect of 
the application. 

 
22. This person should be the person who is to be responsible for the collection on the day in 

question and who will be liable for ensuring that the collection/sale is conducted in 
accordance with the Regulations. 

 


