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Gateshead has a reputation for being ambitious and visionary and over the last few years we have 
also shown resilience that we will continue to build on in the future. Despite facing many challenges, 
we have continued to plan and develop innovatively, including pioneering schemes such as the 
Gateshead District Energy Scheme. 

 
In 2015, in partnership with Newcastle City Council we adopted parts 1 and 2 of the Local Plan, ‘Planning 
for the Future Core Strategy & Urban Core Plan’ which outlined our vision to ensure Gateshead is a 
prosperous, sustainable and distinctive place, where people can reach their full potential. We were 
delighted that the work undertaken by both Councils was recognised by the Royal Town Planning Institute 
as we received the North East Regional Awards for Planning Excellence 2015. 
 
We have shown our commitment to delivering excellent planning services for our communities and 
this is the next important stage in this process. This document will form a key part of Gateshead’s 
Local Plan and will be essential in delivering the vision of the Core Strategy, helping to ensure that 
the right development occurs in the right place. Planning applications will be assessed against the 
policies detailed in the plan and it will provide certainty to both developers and residents about the 
kind of development which will be acceptable and where. 

 
This plan for Gateshead continues to demonstrate our ambition and vision for the borough. It will 
help us to achieve economic prosperity, place shape to deliver healthy sustainable communities and 
tackle climate change, whilst also allowing us to protect those aspects valued by our communities, 
including our natural environment, wildlife, historic buildings and recreation areas. 

 
We have shown over the last three decades the positive impact regeneration can have on our 
neighbourhoods and our achievements have been significant. Trinity Square has given local people 
access to a European style public square alongside a mix of retail, food and leisure establishments, 
while the developments at Birtley, Blaydon, Felling and Ravensworth Road have vastly improved 
facilities available to local communities. We produced an award-winning  Supplementary Planning 
Document on hot food takeaways which will contribute to improving the health of Gateshead 
residents. 

 
We have also supported the Land of Oak and Iron Landscape Partnership which is promoting the 
outstanding natural and historical features along the Derwent Valley. This project will benefit 
Gateshead in numerous ways including new tourism attractions, improved access to woodlands and 
opportunities for education and volunteering.  
 
However, we know over the next 10 years we need to 
encourage continued regeneration of our town centre, Felling 
and Chopwell. We have also recently approved exciting plans 
for a new multi-million pound, state of the art entertainment 
arena and conference and exhibition centre which will revitalise 
a key site on Gateshead Quays. 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Making Spaces for Growing Places (MSGP), Gateshead’s site allocations and development 
management policies Local Plan document, sets out borough-wide policies for managing 
development together with site allocations and designations. It is an important document which 
will help to support and implement the Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan for Newcastle and 
Gateshead (CSUCP), which was adopted in March 2015, and which forms Parts 1 and 2 of 
Gateshead’s Local Plan. 

 
1.2 Gateshead’s Local Plan comprises a collection of documents that sets the framework for 

development in Gateshead to 2030, and MSGP will form an important part of this plan. 
 

1.3 The structure of this Plan is as follows: 
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2. Gateshead Local Plan 
 

2.1 MSGP has been adopted in the context of national planning policy and the existing Parts 1 
and 2 of Gateshead’s Local Plan. 

 
National Planning Policy and Guidance 

 
2.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning policies 

for England, with the presumption in favour of sustainable development at its heart. The 
presumption means that plans should positively seek opportunities to meet the development 
needs of their area. Local Plans should be adaptable to change and seek to meet objectively 
assessed needs unless any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly outweigh the 
benefits when assessed against the policies in the NPPF taken as a whole. 

 
2.3 The NPPF is the framework for the preparation of our local policies and it, in combination with 

the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012, provides instruction 
on how plans must be written, tested and examined.  The NPPF is accompanied by Planning 
Practice Guidance (PPG) - a web-based resource that provides planning guidance on various 
topics in one place.  PPG provides guidance on how national policies should be applied and 
advises on how the evidence that informs plan-making and decision taking should be prepared. 

 
2.4 Following public consultation, including on a 2017 Housing White Paper (Fixing our broken 

housing market), the Ministry of Housing, Local Government and Communities (MHCLG) 
published a revised NPPF in July 2018.  There is much continuity with the previous version of the 
NPPF, and the presumption in favour of sustainable development remains at the heart of the 
framework.  In addition to structural changes to the document, there are a number of new 
provisions introduced by the revised NPPF, including those relating to local plan review, the 
duty-to-cooperate, the calculation of local housing need and housing delivery. 

 
2.5 MSGP has been prepared in this changing policy context and accords with the requirements of 

the revised NPPF.  MSGP takes a positive approach in guiding development and in meeting the 
needs of the area. 

 
The Local Plan 

 
2.6 Gateshead’s Local Plan consists of a number of different documents covering the full set of 

planning policies that will manage and influence future development in Gateshead. The Local 
Plan consists of Parts 1 and 2 – The Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan, Part 3 - MSGP, and Part 
4 - the MetroGreen Area Action Plan. MSGP, in conjunction with the CSUCP, supersedes the 
saved policies in Gateshead’s Unitary Development Plan (2007). A schedule of the policies which 
are superseded can be found in Appendix 19. 

 
The Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan - Parts 1 and 2 (March, 2015) 

 
2.7 Planning for the Future – the Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan for Gateshead and 

Newcastle upon Tyne 2010-2030 (CSUCP) is the strategic planning framework that will 
guide development in Gateshead and Newcastle to 2030. It is the key document in each 
council’s Local Plan, containing a vision and strategy to deliver growth, economic prosperity 
and healthy sustainable communities, and to tackle climate change. The CSUCP covers the 
whole of the area within both authorities’ administrative boundaries, sets out the overall 
requirements for housing and employment, and includes strategic and site-specific policies for 
the Urban Core, Sub-Areas and sites. 
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2.8 Gateshead and Newcastle councils submitted the Plan to the Secretary of State for examination 
in February 2014, following which public hearing sessions were held in June, July and October 
2014. The Planning Inspector issued a Final Report in February 2015 and, subject to a small 
number of changes known as ‘Main Modifications’, found the Plan to be “sound”, and “an 
inherently sustainable strategy”. The Plan was formally adopted by Gateshead Council on 26 
March 2015. 
 

Figure 2.1 Gateshead’s Local Plan 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making Spaces for Growing Places - Part 3 
 

2.9 MSGP forms Part 3 of our Local Plan and contains only non-strategic policies and proposals. 
MSGP supplements and supports objectives and strategic and non-strategic policies set out 
in the CSUCP. MSGP provides a clear and positive framework for development in Gateshead. It 
sets out detailed, non-strategic planning policies on a range of issues, and categories of 
development, which will guide applicants and the location of development, and form the 
basis for decisions on planning applications. 

 
2.10 The Plan includes: 

 
o Development management policies providing criteria and where relevant, thresholds, on 

a range of issues which will assist applicants and inform the planning application process. 
 

o Land allocations for a range of land use/development including housing, employment, 
retail centres, transport and waste, for example, which provide a positive approach to 
meeting identified needs. These are shown on the Policies Map. 

 
o Designations of land reflecting a range of statutory and local designations relating to 

Gateshead’s historic and natural environment are shown on the Policies Map.  
 

MetroGreen Area Action Plan – Part 4 
 

2.11 Policy AOC2 in the CSUCP identifies the area around the Metrocentre as an area of change 
with the potential to create a new mixed-use urban community, including up to 850 new 
homes by 2030, in an accessible riverside setting.  The Council is in the early stages of 
preparing an Area Action Plan (AAP) which will set out the mix and distribution of land uses, 
infrastructure requirements and specific design guidance in this part of Gateshead. 

 
 
 

Local Plan Part 1 and 2 
Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan 
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Policies Map 
 

2.12 The accompanying Policies Map shows the location of land use allocations, such as sites 
allocated for housing or business use, and also show designated areas, such as Conservation 
Areas. An interactive version of the Policies Map is available on the Council’s website 
(https://gis.gateshead.gov.uk/gatesheadmaps/MSGP/app.html) to facilitate both the local plan 
consultation and development process. 

 
2.13 Whilst MSGP applies to the borough as a whole, it does not include detailed site allocations or 

policies specific to the Urban Core or MetroGreen, the approach to which are set out in 
the CSUCP and the forthcoming MetroGreen AAP respectively. However, there are a 
number of borough-wide development management policies and some statutory and other 
borough- wide designations which are relevant to these areas also, as set out on the Policies 
Map. The relationship between these documents is set out in figure 2.2: 

 
Figure 2.2 Geographical coverage of Local Plan documents 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.14 It is important that individual policies within this Plan are not considered in isolation. Policies 

should be assessed together in the context of other policies within MSGP, and other Local Plan 
Documents, in particular the CSUCP. 
 

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) 
 

2.15 SPDs provide further detail and guidance to developers and applicants on policies or particular 
sites proposed within the Council’s Local Plan. SPDs are capable of being a material 
consideration in planning decisions but do not form part of the development plan. 

 
2.16 There are references to SPDs within MSGP and further information is set out in the Council’s 

Local Development Scheme and on the Council’s website. 
  

https://gis.gateshead.gov.uk/gatesheadmaps/MSGP/app.html


 

  

 9 
 

3. Preparing the Plan 
 

3.1 MSGP has been prepared in accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012. 

 
Figure 3.1 Stages of plan preparation 

 
 

  
 

3.2 The Submission Draft Plan was published for consultation for 6 weeks from 29th October until 
9th December 2018. MSGP was submitted for inspection to the Secretary of State on 12 April 
2019. An Examination in Public, including hearing sessions, was held by Ms. Joanna Gilbert, 
Planning Inspector, at Gateshead Civic Centre between 1st and 11th October 2019. Following her 
Report, which is published on the Council’s website, MSGP was adopted on 20th January 2021.  
 

Evidence base 

 
3.3 The Plan has been informed by various national and locally prepared plans, strategies, and 

evidence produced by the Government, the Council and its partner organisations including: 
 

a. national planning policies, guidance and sources of evidence, including the NPPF, PPG and 
data from the Census; 

b. technical studies and other local strategies – MSGP draws upon the evidence base which 
informed the development of the CSUCP, with updates where required, covering a range of 
issues including housing, employment, retail, viability, open space and the natural 
environment; and 

c. recommendations from appraisals and assessments including: 
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• Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) to 
ensure that the policies accord with the principles of sustainable development and 
consider the social, economic and environmental impacts. Where appropriate the 
policies have been amended to improve their performance against sustainability 
criteria 

 
• Health Impact Assessment and Equalities Impact and Needs Assessment to 

examine the impact of policies associated with public health, equality and 
diversity. 

 
Reviewing growth assumptions 
 

3.4 A new Gateshead and Newcastle Strategic Housing Market Assessment was undertaken during 
2017 to inform specific housing policy requirements for MSGP. The 2013 Gateshead and 
Newcastle SHMA update was based on data which allowed the assessment of affordable 
housing needs to be valid until 2018. The 2013 SHMA, and the overall housing requirement set 
out in the CSUCP, were informed by separate analyses of demographic and household 
projections which were based upon data from the 2011 Census. The 2017 SHMA undertook a 
review of housing needs using the latest available evidence, while also taking into account recent 
revisions to PPG, and case law. 
 

3.5 The SHMA provides a comprehensive assessment of current housing needs for both Gateshead 
and Newcastle jointly as a single Housing Market Area (HMA) as well as of the individual 
authorities’ needs. The SHMA assesses current and projected future housing needs via 
demographic trend analysis supplemented by primary and secondary source research. Primary 
source evidence was obtained via stakeholder engagement e.g. a developer and Registered 
Provider workshop and resident engagement. A range of national, regional and local level data 
has also been used to feed into the data analysis and modelling. 

 
3.6 The SHMA’s analysis of demographic and household growth across the Gateshead and 

Newcastle HMA identifies only a marginal difference between the housing requirement set out 
in the CSUCP and the overall housing need figure identified using the latest available 
demographic data. Accordingly, the SHMA concludes that the overall housing requirement set 
out within the CSUCP established an appropriate basis to meet housing needs in Gateshead 
over the plan period and provides a valid policy and evidential basis for MSGP to build upon. 

 
The Green Belt 

 
3.7 The extent of the Green Belt in Gateshead was considered as part of the process of preparing the 

CSUCP. The general extent of the Green Belt has not been reconsidered within MSGP. 
 

3.8 The NPPF sets out the national planning policy approach to the development of land within 
the Green Belt and identifies the circumstances where revising Green Belt boundaries may be 
appropriate. The revisions to Green Belt boundaries through the CSUCP were carried out on this 
basis. 

 
3.9 The Inspector who conducted the Examination into the CSUCP recommended that after the 

adoption of the CSUCP, it would be appropriate for Gateshead Council to undertake a review of 
the development potential of previously developed sites within the Green Belt, smaller than 
those considered through the preparation of the CSUCP. Such sites should not be strategic 
in terms either of their effect on the Green Belt or the resulting scale of development in the 
relevant rural settlement. A call for sites was undertaken in 2015 as part of an updated Strategic 
Housing Land Availability Assessment, which allowed for such sites to be submitted for 
consideration. 
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3.10 The Policies Map for MSGP includes a slightly revised Green Belt boundary reflecting the process 
outlined above and the allocation of two housing sites on brownfield land (at Charlie Street and 
Sealburn Farm in Greenside, as set out in Appendix 3 and as shown on the Policies Map). 

 
Joint working and Duty to Cooperate 

 
3.11 The Localism Act 2011 amended the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 to introduce 

a ‘Duty to Co-operate’ requiring local planning authorities and other prescribed bodies to 
cooperate in relation to planning of sustainable development, and on planning issues that 
cross administrative boundaries. Gateshead has an established record of successful joint working 
with Newcastle City Council and other neighbouring authorities and with public bodies. 
Most notably, the preparation of the CSUCP: a joint Local Plan document which guides 
development across the administrative areas of Gateshead Council and Newcastle City Council, 
provides strong evidence of effective collaboration and a willingness to engage with 
neighbouring areas. 
 

3.12 Where appropriate, Gateshead Council and Newcastle City Council have pursued opportunities 
to collaborate on relevant areas of evidence base preparation when preparing our respective 
land allocations and development management policies documents. This continues the 
approach established within the CSUCP, allows the sharing and efficient use of resources, and 
supports preparation of policies which will appropriately consider issues which cross 
administrative boundaries. 

 
3.13 The Council continues to engage with neighbouring authorities through regional and sub- 

regional meetings. Regular discussions are also held with representatives from other relevant 
public bodies such as the Environment Agency and Highways England. These regular meetings 
are held in addition to formal consultation on MSGP and its evidence. 

 
3.14 Details of how the Council has fulfilled the requirements of the Duty to Cooperate are 

provided in the Compliance Statement which was prepared and submitted to the Secretary of 
State with the plan. 

 
Sustainability Appraisal 

 
3.15 A Sustainability Appraisal (SA) was undertaken during the preparation of MSGP to ensure that 

the policies accord with the principles of sustainable development, and take into account any 
potential social, economic and environmental impacts. The SA was updated at each stage in the 
preparation of MSGP, which has ensured that that any potential adverse impacts are suitably 
predicted and mitigated, and any potential positive impacts are maximised. The SA objectives 
for the Local Plan have been previously agreed and set the parameters for subsequent plans to 
ensure consistency. In keeping with good practice, the SA encompassed a number of other 
assessments including the Strategic Environmental Assessment, Habitats Regulations 
Assessment, Health Impact Assessment and Equalities Impact Assessment. 
 

Community Infrastructure Levy 
 

3.16 Gateshead’s Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule was adopted on the 10th 
November 2016 and took effect from 1 January 2017. The adopted CIL helps to secure money 
from new development towards the funding of infrastructure to support growth set out in the 
adopted CSUCP for Gateshead and Newcastle Upon Tyne 2010-2030. 
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3.17 The CIL is a non-negotiable charge based on floor area of new buildings within a development 
and a rate per square metre (m2) as set out in the Charging Schedule. In Gateshead there is a 
range of rates for different types of development in different zones. It is charged on most 
buildings/extensions over 100m2 and dwellings of any size based on a net increase in floor space. 
It is not charged on social housing, charities, self-build or householder extensions. CIL becomes 
liable on the grant of planning permission but payment is not due until development 
commences on site. 

 
Infrastructure and Delivery 
 

3.18 Proposals in MSGP are supported by evidence on viability and deliverability, whilst we will make 
the most of our existing infrastructure, upgrading and improving where possible, and investing 
in new infrastructure where it is essential to support sustainable growth. An Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) including a schedule of infrastructure projects was published in support of 
the CSUCP, and an update of this document is published in support of MSGP. 
 

3.19 The Council, along with Newcastle City Council, has undertaken more focused consultation on 
viability assumptions and infrastructure requirements. A Viability and Deliverability Report has 
been prepared and published which considers matters raised as part of stakeholder 
engagement, reviews the results of site testing and policy cost implications, and provides 
evidence of our ability to deliver the proposals and policies in MSGP.  

 
3.20 The Council recognises that the delivery of new homes within some of our neighbourhoods and 

parts of Gateshead experiencing low market demand remains challenging. Where planning 
applications are submitted that are not policy-compliant, it will be for the applicant to 
demonstrate whether particular circumstances justify the need for a viability assessment at the 
application stage, in accordance with the NPPF. 

 
Monitoring and Implementation 

 
3.21 A coordinated, phased and deliverable plan requires an effective delivery framework. The 

objective of MSGP is to deliver the vision and objectives set out in the Council’s adopted CSUCP, 
which has an extensive monitoring framework against which to assess the delivery of Local Plan 
policies. Additional indicators to monitor the effectiveness of policies in MSGP are set out in 
Appendix 19. It is important to ensure that there is a reasonable prospect that this Plan’s policies 
can be implemented over the plan period and this will rely in part on partnership working and 
cooperation with residents, community and amenity groups, developers, businesses and other 
organisations. 
 

3.22 As required by the Government, the Council produces an Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) 
containing information on the progress in preparing and implementing the Local Plan, and the 
extent to which planning policies set out in the Local Plan documents are being achieved. 
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Figure 3.2 Monitoring Report 
 
 

 
 
 

Monitoring 
Report 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 Vision and Strategic Objectives 
 

3.23 The Local Plan sets out the development activity that will take place in Gateshead to deliver 
Vision 2030 the Council’s Sustainable Community Strategy. This vision was translated into a joint 
vision and strategic objectives as set out in CSUCP, which apply to both the CSUCP and MSGP. 
The policies in MSGP will help to secure sustainable development which meets the needs of the 
population. The joint vision states: 

 
By 2030 Gateshead and Newcastle will be prosperous and sustainable cities that are unique 
and distinctive places – where people choose to live, work and visit because everyone can 
realise their full potential and enjoy a high-quality lifestyle 

 
3.24 The strategic objectives which will be delivered by the policies in MSGP are identified below: 
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Figure 3.3 Delivery of Strategic Objectives 
 

No. Objective Delivered by Policy 

S01 Encourage population growth in order to underpin sustainable economic 
growth. 

MSGP1, MSGP9 

S02 To increase our economic performance, resilience, levels of 
entrepreneurship, skills and business formation by promoting Gateshead 
and Newcastle as the strong regional economic focus and by ensuring the 
supply of suitable, flexible and diverse business accommodation. 

MSGP1, MSGP2, 
MSGP3 MSGP4, 
MSGP5, MSGP8, 
MSGP28 

S03 To increase our competitiveness by improving and expanding the role of 
the Urban Core as the regional destination for business, shopping, 
education, leisure, tourism and as a place to live. 

MSGP7 

S04 To ensure the provision of quality District and Local Centres with a diverse 
range of shops and services that are accessible to meet the needs of all 
local communities. 

MSGP6, MSGP7 

S05 Expand leisure, culture and tourism providing for all age groups and 
diversifying the evening economy. 

MSGP6, MSGP7, 
MSGP40 

S06 Ensure that our residential offer provides a choice of quality 
accommodation in sustainable locations to meet people’s current and 
future needs and aspirations; improving opportunities to live in the Urban 
Core; and providing a broader range of accommodation including in new 
neighbourhoods. 

MSGP9, MSGP10, 
MSGP11, MSGP12,  
MSGP13 

S07 Manage and develop our transport system to support growth and 
provide sustainable access for all to housing, jobs, services and shops. 

MSGP14, MSGP15, 
MSGP16 

S08 Improve sustainable access to, within and around the Urban Core by 
promoting fast and direct public transport links to the heart of the Urban 
Core, increasing walking and cycling and minimising through traffic. 

MSGP14, MSGP15, 
MSGP16 

S09 Ensure the development and use of land protects, sustains and 
enhances the quality of the natural, built and historic environment, 
and ensuring our communities are attractive, safe and sustainable. 

MSGP17-27, 
MSGP29 - 40, 
MSGP43- 50 

S010 Provide the opportunity for a high quality of life for everyone and 
enhance the wellbeing of people to reduce all inequalities. 

MSGP17, MSGP39 - 40 

S011 To reduce CO2 emission from development and future growth while 
adapting to the issues, mitigating adverse impacts and taking advantage 
of the opportunities presented by climate change. 

MSGP28, MSGP29, 
MSGP30, MSGP31 

S012 Improve the function, usability and provision of our green infrastructure 
and public spaces by providing a network of green spaces and features 
which are connected and accessible for all. 

MSGP31, MSGP32, 
MSGP35, MSGP38, 
MSGP39, MSGP40 
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4. Economic Prosperity 
 
 

 
 

4.1 Allocations of land for employment use provide a diverse range of available sites that are likely 
to come forward for development within the plan period. Sites are allocated to meet 
quantitative and qualitative needs for development, providing a range of sites capable of 
meeting future business needs across anticipated growth sectors. The availability of 
employment land will be kept under regular review to ensure that an appropriate supply is 
maintained to meet short term needs. 

 
4.2 Sites with a combined capacity of 36.45 hectares of net developable employment land have 

been allocated for employment use within the CSUCP in the Urban Core, and at Follingsby 
South. The Urban Core is the priority location for new office floorspace in Gateshead, while 
Follingsby South provides a strategic development site capable of supporting growth in the 
distribution and logistics sector. The Council is currently working with developers and other 
stakeholders to bring forward development at these locations. 

 
 

 
  

MSGP1 Employment land supply 
Sites with capacity for 31.57 hectares of net developable employment land are 
allocated for B1, B2 and B8 uses, as identified in Appendix 1, and represented on the 
Policies Map. A minimum supply of 24 hectares of deliverable employment land, 
capable of meeting quantitative and qualitative needs over a rolling five-year period 
will be maintained for B1, B2 and B8 uses. 

 

MSGP2 Key Employment Areas 
Team Valley Trading Estate and Follingsby Park, as shown on the Policies Map, are our 
Key Employment Areas which make a significant contribution to the economy of 
Gateshead, and to the wider region. Their continued success will be supported by 
ensuring the provision and availability of a suitable range of land and premises. 

 
 

MSGP2.1 Team Valley Trading Estate Key Employment Area 
Development and change of use proposals within the Team Valley Trading Estate 
will support the sustainable growth of Gateshead’s economy, particularly through 
advanced manufacturing, engineering, and the low carbon and renewable 
technology sectors. Development and change of use proposals for B1, B2 and B8 
uses, and other business activities that complement industrial areas, will be 
permitted. All development and change of use proposals for B1a office 
development must demonstrate an operational reason for locating within the 
Team Valley and be compatible with existing business activity on the estate. 

 
 

MSGP2.2 Follingsby Park Key Employment Area 
The Follingsby Park Key Employment Area will accommodate growth in the distribution 
and logistics sectors. Development and change of use proposals for B8 uses within the 
Key Employment Area will be supported. Within the northern part of the Key 
Employment Area (areas north of Follingsby Lane), proposals for B1b, B1c, and B2 uses 
will be supported where it can be demonstrated that they would be compatible with 
Follingsby Park’s role as a strategically important distribution park. 
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4.3 Gateshead’s Key Employment Areas have made a significant contribution to economic growth 
in the borough over recent years, and these locations offer the most commercially attractive 
and strategically appropriate locations for future business growth in Gateshead outside of the 
Urban Core. The continued success of Team Valley Trading Estate and Follingsby Park in 
accommodating new and expanding businesses operating in the B use classes will be critical in 
supporting growth in key sectors of Gateshead’s economy. 

 
4.4 Team Valley Trading Estate is the region’s premier industrial estate, identified in CSUCP policies 

CS3 and CS5 as a Key Employment Area that will continue to play an important role in supporting 
the expansion of the advanced manufacturing and engineering sector in Gateshead. Policy CS6 
also identified Team Valley as an appropriate location for office development which cannot be 
accommodated within the Urban Core. Follingsby Park has accommodated considerable 
expansion in the distribution and logistics sector in the past and was identified as a Key 
Employment Area in CSUCP policies CS4 and CS5. Its excellent access to the Strategic Road 
Network means it provides an attractive location for new and expanding businesses, primarily 
those operating in B8 use. 

 
4.5 The potential to accommodate anticipated medium / long term growth in the distribution and 

logistics sector resulted in the allocation of the South of Follingsby Lane site for B8 use by CSUCP 
policy KEA2. Sites within the northern part of Follingsby Park (north of Follingsby Lane) are likely 
to be most attractive to businesses operating within the distribution and logistics sector. 
However, policy MSGP2 provides flexibility for new and expanding businesses at this part of 
Follingsby Park. Where applicants are able to demonstrate that proposals would be compatible 
with the location’s primary function as a distribution park, proposals which seek to provide or 
incorporate B1b, B1c and/or B2 uses may be acceptable where such uses are required to meet 
the diverse needs of businesses. 

 
 

         
 

4.6 Changing needs for employment land have made it necessary to revise the boundaries of some 
employment areas that were allocated within the 2007 UDP. The boundaries of main and local 
employment areas now identified on the Policies Map provide well-defined industrial areas, and 
include land which is suitable for B class uses. 

MSGP3 Other Employment Areas 
The ability of Gateshead’s Main Employment Areas and Local Employment Areas, as 
shown on the Policies Map, to provide a range of land and premises capable of 
accommodating the needs of new and existing businesses operating within B1b, B1c, 
B2 and B8 uses will be supported. Main Employment Areas are identified at: 

 
MSGP3.1 Addison 
MSGP3.2 Blaydon / Derwenthaugh  
MSGP3.3 Durham Road, Birtley  
MSGP3.4 East Gateshead 
MSGP3.5 Felling 
MSGP3.6 Portobello, Birtley 
 
Local Employment Areas are identified at:  
 
MSGP3.7 Stargate 
MSGP3.8 Teams  
MSGP3.9 Whickham  
MSGP3.10 Whinfield 



 

  

 17 

 

 

4.7 Gateshead’s Main Employment Areas cover a combined area of more than 300 hectares. 
Cumulatively they constitute a significant asset for the region’s economy and have contributed 
to Gateshead’s relatively strong economic performance over past years. Situated in accessible 
locations across the borough, Main Employment Areas offer a range of land and premises for 
industrial uses, supporting the needs of local businesses, as well as attracting larger-scale 
investment. Local Employment Areas are smaller in scale. They primarily serve to meet the 
needs of local businesses, particularly in rural areas, and provide employment opportunities 
close to Gateshead’s existing residential communities.  
 

 
MSGP4 Loss of employment land 
1. Within Key Employment Areas development or change of use proposals for uses other 

than those set out in MSGP2 will not be permitted unless: 

a) The site is not currently occupied, and there is evidence of unsuccessful marketing 
for employment use at local market rental levels in accordance with the 
requirements set out in Appendix 2, over a continuous period of at least 30 
months, and; 

b) The proposed use would not negatively affect the activities of other businesses 
within the Key Employment Area, and; 

c) The proposed use would not detract from the industrial character of the Key 
Employment Area, and; 

d) The proposed development would not prejudice the future development of 
employment uses in the area, and; 

e) The proposed development would not adversely affect the availability of a 
sufficient variety and quantity of employment land / premises necessary to 
accommodate short-term growth within the Key Employment Area 

 
2. Within Main Employment Areas development or change of use proposals for uses 

other than those set out in MSGP3 will not be permitted unless: 

a) The site is not currently occupied, and there is evidence of unsuccessful marketing 
for employment use at local market rental levels in accordance with the 
requirements set out in Appendix 2, over a continuous period of at least 24 
months, and; 

b) The proposed use would not negatively affect the activities of other businesses 
operating within the Main Employment Area, and; 

c) The proposed development would not prejudice the future development of 
employment uses in the area. 

 
3. Exceptions may be made for development and change of use proposals that seek to: 

a) Provide complementary supporting retail/food and drink uses (A1, A2, A3, A4 and 
A5), creches, nurseries and gyms, with internal floor area of no more than 200sqm, 
where it can be demonstrated that there is a local need arising from workers at 
the Employment Area that cannot be satisfied by existing nearby facilities, and 
where the proposal would not negatively affect the activities of nearby businesses 
operating within B1, B2 or B8 uses 

b) Provide non-residential education or training centres, where providing such a 
facility within the Employment Area would be compatible with the activities of 
nearby businesses and there is an operational need for locating there. 
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4.8 Policy MSGP4 seeks to protect valuable land within employment areas which will be necessary 
to accommodate anticipated growth in B class uses outside of the Urban Core, while also 
providing flexibility to allow other uses where demand arises. This flexibility allows for changing 
market conditions, and the re-use of some sites where there is no reasonable prospect of them 
being occupied for industrial uses. Criteria 1a and 2a of MSGP4 require evidence of unsuccessful 
marketing before non-employment uses may be considered within Key and Main Employment 
Areas (excluding the potential exceptions set out in criteria 3a and 3b of the policy). Appendix 2 
provides more detail on the evidence required. 

 
4.9 If their activities cannot be accommodated within town centre locations, businesses operating 

outside the B class uses sometimes consider the potential use of vacant land or premises within 
existing employment areas. In such circumstances, development or change of use proposals in 
Key Employment Areas and Main Employment Areas will be required to demonstrate that the 
proposed activities would not negatively affect the activities of other businesses, nor prejudice 
the future development of employment uses in the area. Applicants are expected to take into 
consideration the activities that would be associated with the proposed use, in addition to the 
specific factors related to the site in question (including location, access arrangements etc.). Key 
Employment Areas play a particularly important role in supporting Gateshead’s economic 
growth through the clustering of key growth sectors; consequently, proposals for non-B class 
uses in these areas will also be required to demonstrate that the proposed use would not detract 
from the industrial character of the area, nor adversely affect the availability of a sufficient 
variety and quantity of employment land / premises necessary to accommodate anticipated 
short-term growth within the Key Employment Area. 

 
4.10 Employment Areas may present physical constraints to development such as flood risk, 

transport access, or noise / air quality issues associated with industrial uses, which non-
employment uses may be more vulnerable to. It is therefore relevant to note that proposals for 
non-employment uses within employment areas will, through the Development Management 
process be considered against the relevant provisions of the NPPF and other policies contained 
within the Local Plan. 

 
4.11 Accommodating business growth in a variety of commercial sectors will be important if 

Gateshead is to make the most of opportunities to increase economic activity in the borough 
over the plan period. Accordingly, where proposals for commercial development that would 
result in the loss of employment land are not acceptable when considered against the 
requirements of policy MSGP4, the Council will work with developers at the earliest opportunity 
to identify suitable alternative locations. In particular, MetroGreen provides a sustainable and 
attractive location for commercial and leisure facilities. Those locations which are no longer 
within defined employment areas following the revision of employment area boundaries 
established within the 2007 UDP may also provide suitable and accessible sites for other 
commercial uses. 

 
4.12 Workers within Gateshead’s larger employment areas generate a considerable demand for 

supporting retail, and food and drink facilities close to where they work. Within Key Employment 
Areas and Main Employment Areas, complementary supporting retail, and food and drink 
facilities may be provided where it can be demonstrated that the proposed use would meet a 
need arising from workers within the employment area that cannot be satisfied by existing 
nearby facilities. Complementary supporting facilities within employment areas should not 
undermine the vitality and viability of existing centres in Gateshead and should minimise the 
potential loss of land or premises within employment areas for B class uses.  Facilities should 
therefore be small in scale, with internal floorspace of no more than 200sqm per unit. Education 
or training facilities often complement the activities of businesses located within employment 
areas, providing easy access to facilities which will improve the skills of employees. 
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4.13 The Tyne Marshalling Yard covers an area of 35 hectares within a strategically important Green 
Belt gap at Lamesley, bridging the gap between the urban area of Gateshead and the urban area 
comprising Birtley, Washington and Chester-le-Street. It is currently used as a railway 
marshalling yard. However, there is a considerable amount of surplus land within the 
marshalling yard and it offers an opportunity for development for a rail-related use which 
requires direct access to the East Coast Main Line, such as specialist rail freight uses or an 
industrial use that relies upon rail-based deliveries. 

  

 
 

4.14 District and Local Centres in Gateshead form part of the retail hierarchy, as set out in CSUCP 
Policy CS7, and provide a focus for shopping, service and community facilities at a local level. The 
boundary of each centre has been reviewed and adjusted where required to reflect where new 
development has emerged or where centres have changed over time, as set out in supporting 
evidence (Retail Health Check and Frontage Reports). 

 
4.15 In recent times the rise of out-of-centre and internet shopping, increased levels of disposable 

income and the importance attached to leisure activities, have all contributed to the changing 
role of centres. Thus, District and Local Centres are increasingly characterised by a range of other 
service uses including banks, estate agents, cafes and restaurants, which, in addition to retail 
provision, attract custom, provide a more diverse offer and encourage linked trips. The aim of 
this policy is to protect the shopping role of a centre while providing flexibility for other uses 
where these would support the role and function of centres contributing to their vitality and 
viability. 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MSGP6 Retail and other uses in centres 
In considering proposals for changes of use from retail to other uses within District and 
Local Centres, as shown on the Policies Map, particular regard will be had to the effect 
the loss of A1 retail units would have on the vitality and viability of the centre. Any 
proposal for a non-retail use should not dominate or fragment the centre. 

MSGP5 Tyne Marshalling Yard 
Development of previously developed land at the Tyne Marshalling Yard for rail-
related purposes will be supported, provided: 

1. The rail-related uses cannot be satisfactorily accommodated on a site which serves 
the North East Local Enterprise Partnership area and is not in the Green Belt; 

2. Very special circumstances supporting rail-related development clearly outweigh 
the harm to the Green Belt; 

3. Improvements to the road access and junction on to Lamesley Road are secured; and 

4. The proposals include a strong landscape framework. 
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4.16 Gateshead has a significant proportion of out of centre retail and leisure floorspace, and a 
number of designated centres which are struggling or at risk (centres which are 
underperforming but have the potential to improve). It is therefore considered appropriate to 
set a lower impact assessment threshold to protect against the effect of applications under the 
NPPF threshold of 2,500 square metres, and this principle is set out in CSUCP policy CS7. 

 
4.17 The CSUCP gives priority to, and makes provision for, retail development in allocated centres 

and it is important that the retail policies in this Plan support this approach. The objective of the 
locally set threshold is to ensure that the vitality and viability of existing centres is reinforced 
through new developments coming forward, and not threatened. Impact assessments for 
proposals which exceed the threshold set out in the policy should be undertaken in a 
proportionate and locally appropriate way. Applicants will be encouraged to agree with the local 
planning authority (LPA) a suitable method for undertaking an impact assessment, to establish 
the extent to which the following will be addressed: 

 
o The impact of the proposal on the vitality and viability, including local consumer choice and 

the range and quality of the comparison and convenience retail offer; 
 

o The impact of the proposal on existing, committed and planned public and private 
investment in a centre or centres within the catchment area of the proposal; 
 

o The impact of the proposal on in-centre trade / turnover and on trade in the wider 
catchment area, taking into consideration current and future consumer expenditure 
capacity up to five years from the time the application is made 

 
4.18 The leisure industry is dynamic, and it is important to ensure that leisure proposals (as defined 

within Annex 2 of the NPPF) can be accommodated in appropriate locations without significant 
adverse impacts. For proposals outside of the Urban Core, District and Local Centres, and not 
in accordance with the up to date Local Plan, a proportionate assessment of impacts for 
proposed development over the locally defined threshold within Part 2 of Policy MSGP7 should 
be provided. This should assess the implications of the development on relevant defined 
centres within Gateshead’s retail hierarchy, with the scope, scale and approach of such an 
assessment to be agreed with the local planning authority prior to the submission of any 
planning application. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.19 The NPPF states that “advanced, high quality communications infrastructure is essential for 
economic growth and social well-being”.  In preparing Local Plans, local planning authorities 
should support the expansion of electronic communications networks, including 
telecommunications and high-speed broadband’ (paragraph 112). 

 
 
 

MSGP7 Retail and leisure impact assessment 
A retail or leisure impact assessment proportionate to the scale and nature of a 
proposal will be required for: 
 

1. Retail proposals (A1-A5) of 500 square metres (net) or more outside of designated 
centres in the retail hierarchy, and  

 

2. Leisure proposals of 500 square metres (net) or more outside of the Urban Core, 
district and local centres    

 

 

MSGP8  Digital infrastructure 
The necessary physical infrastructure to enable access to information and digital 
communication networks will be integrated into all appropriate new developments. 
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4.20 The Council will continue to work positively with providers to help extend the coverage of 
digital infrastructure across Gateshead. Access to high speed communications is a vital 
component of infrastructure in today’s world.  It is key to growing a sustainable local economy, 
vital for education and home working and an increasingly central part of community cohesion 
and resilience, particularly in rural areas.  New developments should be ‘future-proof’ with 
appropriate digital infrastructure that will meet existing and future communication needs and 
avoid the need for retrofitting.  It is essential that the Council works with developers to make 
sure that the appropriate digital infrastructure is incorporated, including high speed 
broadband, 4G and 5G networks. 

 
4.21 Early engagement with digital infrastructure providers can ensure new developments provide 

the physical infrastructure needed to access high speed broadband and telecommunications 
infrastructure. All proposals for new dwellings and new business premises will be required to 
demonstrate that engagement has taken place with more than one digital infrastructure 
provider to explore how digital communication networks can be integrated into the 
development. The requirements of policy MSGP8 will be satisfied by the submission of a 
statement (required either at application stage or through a planning condition) explaining the 
outcome of this engagement.  The Council will publish additional guidance to assist developers 
in ensuring that digital connectivity is enabled through new development. 
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5. Homes 
 

        
 

5.1 To facilitate the delivery of CSUCP Policy CS10 ‘Delivering New Homes’ sufficient land has been 
allocated to meet housing needs for the plan period.  The five-year bands shown in Appendix 
3 and derived from the trajectory included in the 2018 Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA) Update are indicative only but illustrate that a sufficient supply of sites is 
available at each point during the plan period.  These sites should be considered alongside 
those allocated in the CSUCP and forthcoming MetroGreen Area Action Plan when considering 
the total supply of land.  

 
 

        
 

5.2 The Council’s Strategic Housing Market Assessment demonstrates the need for M4(2) Category 
2: Accessible and Adaptable Dwellings homes. Relevant proposals will be required to meet 
Building Regulation M4(2) Category 2: Accessible and Adaptable Dwellings standard or 
equivalent successor standards, subject to viability.  The introduction of this requirement will 
contribute towards improving the overall housing stock of Gateshead and will enable more 
residents to live independently for longer in their own homes. This will help provide an 
improved range of housing that meets the needs of current and future generations.  
 

5.3 Accessible and adaptable dwellings are required for households of any age that experience 
disability or frailty, or who need homes that can accommodate intergenerational living.  Such 
dwellings are also well suited for people looking for retirement living accommodation which in 
turn will lead to the release of existing family homes onto the market.  The provision of level 
access bungalows and level access flats/apartments, that promote and maintain people’s 
independence is particularly likely to capture demand from these groups. The specific 
measures incorporated into schemes will need to demonstrate compliance with the relevant 
accessible and adaptable standard. Where step-free access is not feasible or viable for site 
specific reasons, such as on steeply sloping land or stair accessed apartments, the requirements 
of this policy will not be applied. 

 
5.4 The Council encourages proposals for bungalows and apartments/flats to go beyond the 

minimum policy requirements set out above. Provision of more than 25% M4(2) homes on site 
will be encouraged by the Council in view of local needs evidence. 

 

MSGP9 Housing sites allocation 
Provision is made for approximately 2,789 homes over the plan period, specified in 
Appendix 3. 

MSGP10 Accessible and adaptable dwellings 
On housing developments of 15 or more dwellings 25% of dwellings will be constructed 
to meet the Building Regulation M4(2) Category 2: Accessible and Adaptable Dwellings 
standard or equivalent successor standards. 
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5.5 There are a number of groups within the community who have specific accommodation needs, 
including older people, people with physical or mental ill-health, and other vulnerabilities. Their 
accommodation requirements will need to be met by increasing the provision and range of 
specialist and supported accommodation available which will promote and maintain people’s 
independence and increase choice.  Where deemed appropriate by the Council the use of 
planning conditions and obligations will be implemented as a means of safeguarding against 
the loss of new provision of specialist and supported accommodation and care schemes, or any 
change in the approved use that would undermine the wider policy objectives of the Plan. 

 
5.6 It is expected that specialist and supported accommodation will satisfy the Building Regulation 

M4(2) Category 2: Accessible and Adaptable Dwellings standard as a minimum and, as 
appropriate, the M4(3) Category 3: Wheelchair User Dwellings standard, commensurate with 
the anticipated client group. The assessment of ‘good accessibility’ for the purpose of this policy 
uses a starting point of a maximum 400 metre distance from any home within the proposed 
development to the identified services and/or facilities. The assessment will also take into 
account the gradient and any public safety considerations for the route to allow for site by site 
judgement on overall accessibility. 

 

        
 

5.7 New housing development should achieve a high standard of residential amenity, providing 
attractive homes to potential occupiers and protecting the living conditions and amenities of 
both new and existing residents. The promotion of high-quality standards will facilitate the 
provision of higher quality homes which will attract more families to live and work in the 
borough. 

 
5.8 In Gateshead some new residential developments are not meeting the Nationally Described 

Space Standards. Therefore, the introduction of these requirements will ensure that new 
homes can accommodate a basic set of furniture, fittings, activity and circulation space. These 
standards will be introduced one year after the adoption of the Plan to allow for a period of 
transition in accordance with national planning guidance. The standards will not be applied 
retrospectively to those applications for reserved matters where the outline permission was 
determined or is subject to a resolution to grant permission (including subject to planning 
obligations) before the end of the transition period. 

 
         

 

 MSGP11 Housing for specific groups 
Specialist and supported accommodation and care schemes will be expected to:  

1. provide on-site, or have good accessibility to, shops, services, community facilities 
and open space appropriate to the needs of the intended occupiers, their carers and 
visitors; and/or 

2. have good accessibility to public transport routes. 
 

In determining whether the accessibility to shops, services, community facilities, open 
space and public transport routes is good, the Council will have regard to the distance, 
gradient, simplicity of navigation and the security and safety of the route taking into 
account the extent to which it is overlooked or has other natural surveillance and the 
need to cross roads. 

MSGP12 Housing Space Standards 
New homes should be built in accordance with the Nationally Described Space 
Standards (NDSS), or equivalent successor standards, as a minimum. 
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5.9 The continued success of Newcastle and Northumbria Universities and the Jewish higher 
education institutions in Bensham has led to an increased desire to accommodate students in 
close proximity to their places of study on both sides of the River Tyne. It is important to ensure 
that new student developments are located sustainably maximising the opportunities for 
utilising public transport and pedestrian routes to provide convenient access to the higher 
education facilities. 

  

MSGP13 Student housing schemes 
Student housing schemes will be acceptable: 

1. Within Gateshead’s Urban Core (as defined in the Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan 
for Gateshead and Newcastle upon Tyne); or 

2. Within reasonable walking distance of the relevant higher education institution; or 

3. Close to good public transport routes serving the higher education institution. 
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6. Transport and Accessibility 
 
 

    
 

6.1 Transport Assessments and Statements are a central part of the development process and 
will be required for any land use proposal likely to have an impact on the wider transport 
network. Guidance on the type and size of development where these are required, and 
their respective contents, is available from the Council in its validation checklist and will be 
augmented by Design Guidelines to be brought forward as a future supplementary 
planning document. 

 
6.2 The action plan element of a Transport Assessment should include information on how 

adverse impacts on the transport network will be mitigated, how sustainable access to the 
development will be enhanced, and how these measures will be financed (either directly or 
through a financial  contribution).  Such provision may include on and off-site measures. 

 
6.3 As noted in the policy, the production, approval and development of a travel plan may be 

required. Again, guidance on the type and size of development where this is required, and the 
potential scope/contents of the travel plan, is available from the Council in its validation 
checklist and will be augmented by Design Guidelines to be brought forward as a future 
supplementary planning document. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MSGP14 Mitigating the impacts of development on the transport network 
Where a development is likely to have a significant impact on the transport network, 
its acceptability will need to be demonstrated by: 

 

1. Transport Assessment in line with the scope agreed with the Planning Authority 
including, but not limited to: 

a) an assessment of the impact of the proposals on traffic movements and 
highway safety; 

b) an assessment of the accessibility of the site by sustainable modes; and 

c) an action plan setting out how and when issues highlighted by the 
accessibility and transport assessments will be addressed. 

 
2. A travel plan for all users of the development which includes provision for the 

continuing development of the plan over time, and the setting and monitoring of 
targets for sustainable travel use. 

 
A Transport Statement will be required where a development is likely to have a lesser 
impact on the transport network. Developments subject to a Transport Statement may 
still require a Travel Plan.  
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6.4 Site layout, levels of parking provision and development density all have a key role in reducing the 
dominance of motorised traffic. It is vital that new developments are well linked with the public 
transport, cycling and pedestrian networks, and easy access is provided to local services. The 
requirements for access by these more sustainable modes within new developments, and limited 
parking provision, are set out above. Current car parking and cycling standards in Gateshead are 
set out in appendices 4 and 5 respectively. Early engagement on public transport provision is 
recommended and the Council will facilitate discussions with Nexus (the Tyne & Wear Passenger 
Transport Executive) and relevant operators.  

 
6.5 Highways England (formerly the Highways Agency) is the government body charged with 

operating, maintaining and improving England’s motorways and major A roads. They are a 
statutory consultee in the planning system and aim to support economic growth and facilitate 
new development around the network, alongside maintaining a safe and efficient road network. 
Developers should seek to engage with Highways England as early as is practicable in the 
development process. 

 

 
New development will be required to: 
 

secure safe access to the site for all people and provide adequate servicing 
facilities; 

 
not have an unacceptable impact on the safe operation of the transport network, 
or a severe residual cumulative impact on the efficient operation of the road 
network, or levels of congestion;  

give priority to access by sustainable travel including the improvement of 
existing links and the removal of barriers to sustainable means of access and; 

 
protect, and where necessary, enhance the public right of way and cycle 
networks. Where it is necessary to disturb either network, suitable replacement 
sections of route will be required; and 

 
provide the level of parking necessary to secure the safe and effective 
operation of the development by: 

providing car parking for residential development to the levels set out in 
the Council’s parking standards (Appendix 4a)  
limiting car parking for non-residential development in line with the 
Council’s parking standards (Appendix 4b)  
providing electric vehicle charging points in line with the Council’s parking 
standards (Appendices 4a & 4b)  
providing motorcycle parking facilities in line with Council’s parking 
standards (Appendix 4b)  
providing cycle parking facilities in line with the standards set out in the 
Council’s cycle parking standards (Appendix 5)  
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6.6 The Core Strategy and the development management policies above set out an approach to 
dealing with the key transport issues for Gateshead, which includes reducing the impact of traffic, 
reducing the need to travel, managing congestion, improving accessibility and promoting a 
change in transport usage. In addition, the Core Strategy also identifies a small number of key 
transport infrastructure projects which will require the safeguarding of land in order to bring 
them forward. 

 
6.7 The Core strategy also identifies the requirement for Gateshead and Newcastle councils to 

undertake an assessment of the need for further cross river capacity, highlighting the potential for 
new pedestrian/cycle and all vehicle links. This assessment work is ongoing, initially linked to the 
development of the MetroGreen Area Action Plan but is not yet at a stage where individual 
schemes can be identified or routes safeguarded. 

 
6.8 Similarly, the Council is keen to develop proposals for an East Gateshead rail station, serving 

new developments in and around Baltic Quarter. Further work is required to assess the location 
and extent of the land required, and the proposal will be brought forward in due course. 

  

MSGP16 Safeguarded land for transport improvements 
Development on land safeguarded for the following transport improvements 
(identified on the Policies Map), will be permitted where it does not threaten or hinder 
the project: 

 
MSGP16.1 Sunderland Road Link  
MSGP16.2 Eighton Lodge Park & Ride  
MSGP16.3 Follingsby Park & Ride  
MSGP16.4 Dunston Hill Park & Ride  
MSGP16.5 A1 Birtley to Coalhouse 
MSGP16.6 Leamside Line 
MSGP16.7 Mill Road/Hawks Road Car Park 
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7. People and Place 
 
 

        
 

7.1 A key objective of the CSUCP is to provide the opportunity for a high quality of life for everyone and 
to enhance the wellbeing of people to reduce inequalities. To achieve this objective CSUCP Policy 
CS14 requires development to prevent any negative impacts upon residential amenity. Policy 
MSGP17 sets out in further detail the range of issues which will be taken into consideration when 
determining whether a proposal would impact upon residential amenity for existing and/ or future 
residents. The proximity of new residential development to existing permitted facilities will also be 
considered in terms of potential impacts. In circumstances where the type or degree of change 
resulting from a proposal would have an unacceptable impact on residential amenity, permission 
will normally be refused. 

 
7.2 Residential areas may be vulnerable to development which increases building or population density 

through, for example, extensions, conversions, redevelopment, and sub-division of curtilages to 
create new building plots. The impact may arise directly from the building work, displacing garden 
space or other greenery, or resulting in a lack of reasonable outlook or light from windows. It may 
also arise indirectly from increased activity, traffic, noise, disturbance, or overlooking of private 
areas. Where residents’ privacy and outlook could be compromised by development suitable 
spacing should be retained between buildings. Gateshead’s Placemaking and Householder 
Alterations and Extensions SPDs provide further guidance to applicants on how the design and 
layout of development proposals can address or minimise impacts on residential amenity. 

 
 

         

MSGP17 Residential amenity 
Development will be required to provide a high-quality environment and a good 
standard of amenity for existing and future occupants of land and buildings. Planning 
permission will be granted for new development where it: 

 
1. does not have an unacceptable impact on amenity or character of an area, and 

does not cause unacceptable disturbance, through an increase in noise, 
disturbance, traffic and parking congestion, smells, fumes or other harmful 
effects, or conflict with other adjoining uses; 

 
2. safeguards the enjoyment of light, outlook and privacy; and 

 
3. ensures a high quality of design and amenity  

MSGP18 Noise 
1. Noise-sensitive development will be assessed for its compatibility with existing 

land uses and activities. 
 

2. Noise-generating development will not be permitted if the rating level would 
exceed the pre-existing background noise levels by 10dB(A) or more for existing 
noise–sensitive land uses and this cannot be mitigated. Where the increase in noise 
level would be between 5dB(A) and 10dB(A) the applicant will be expected to 
demonstrate that acceptable noise levels will be achieved, or can be achieved, 
through appropriate mitigation and a noise assessment may be required. Where 
the increase in noise levels would be below 5dB(A) the application will be judged 
on its merits. 
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7.3 New noise-sensitive development including houses, hospitals and schools will not be 
permitted where high levels of ambient noise are present unless satisfactory reductions in 
noise levels can be achieved through appropriate mitigation measures. In assessing new 
noise-sensitive development, reference will be made to ‘BS8233:2014 Guidance on sound 
insulation and noise reductions for buildings’ and ‘BS4142:2014 Methods for rating and 
assessing industrial and commercial sound’.  

 
7.4 For new noise-generating development, guidance has been derived from BS 4142: 2014 on 

what might be acceptable noise levels. This is based on the potential adverse impact of the 
noise levels. A rating noise level with an exceedance over existing background noise levels 
of around 10dB(A) is likely to result in a significant adverse impact depending on the 
context of this noise. The noise impact assessment should outline the potential sources of 
noise generation and how these may have a negative effect on health and quality of life. The 
assessment should also outline how noise levels approaching 10dB(A) or more will be 
managed to bring them within acceptable levels. Each application will be considered on a 
site-by-site basis and advice will be sought from the Council’s Environmental Health Team. 
The validation checklist for Tyneside sets out further information on noise assessment 
requirements. 

 
 

   
 

7.5 Policy MSGP19 will restrict new development that is expected to exceed the National Air 
Quality Objective thresholds, as set out in the National Air Quality Strategy, unless it can be 
demonstrated that acceptable air quality levels can be achieved through appropriate 
mitigation. In addition, the policy restricts new development that may introduce additional 
people to areas of poor air quality. As road transport has the greatest impact on air quality in 
Gateshead, the consideration of air quality impact will apply particularly to developments 
expected to generate additional traffic and sensitive developments located close to significant 
sources of air pollution. 

 
7.6 The policy also addresses new polluting developments that give rise to significant additional 

emissions of air pollutants and new sensitive developments n e a r  to existing polluting 
developments. In these circumstances an Air Quality Impact Assessment will be required.  
This should outline both the significance of the air quality impact and measures that can be 
taken to reduce the air quality impact to a suitable level. Guidance on the requirement for 
an Air Quality Impact assessment can be found in the validation checklist for Tyneside and 
the guidance document ‘Land Use Planning & Development Control: Planning for Air 
Quality’ (EPUK/IAQM).  

 
 

MSGP19 Air quality 
1. Development that has the potential to: 

 
a) increase air pollution levels that would exceed National Air Quality Objective 

thresholds, or 
b) lead to an increase in exposure where high levels of air pollution already exist  

 
will only be permitted where it can be demonstrated, through an air quality 
assessment, that acceptable air quality levels will or can be achieved. 

 
2. Where proposed development includes a polluting process prescribed under the 

Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016 (or equivalent), or new sensitive 
development is proposed in proximity to an existing process regulated under those 
regulations, the applicant will be required to demonstrate through an air quality 
assessment that acceptable air quality levels will be achieved. 
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7.7 Potentially polluting development will require an appropriate pollution control regime to be 
applied and enforced. Under Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, the Council is 
required to inspect its land to identify contaminated land; to determine whether a particular 
site is contaminated; and to act as an enforcing authority for contaminated land (excluding 
special sites). Where a site is affected by contamination and needs to be remediated before it 
can accommodate the proposed end use, conditions may be attached to the planning 
permission to ensure that development does not proceed without remediation. It should be 
noted that certain habitats are only found in areas of contamination and that particular care 
should be taken to conserve them where possible.   
 

7.8 Government guidance recognises land contamination and unstable land as a material planning 
consideration and that the development phase is the most cost-effective time to deal with the 
problem. Where contamination and/or land instability is identified as a planning consideration 
a Preliminary Land Contamination Assessment (often called a Preliminary Risk Assessment or 
PRA), and/or a Coal Mining Risk Assessment (or equivalent report), will need to be submitted 
with a planning application, in accordance with the Tyneside  validation requirements and in 
the context of relevant national and local planning policy. Primarily it is the 
applicant’s/developer’s responsibility to ensure that the development is safe and the site is 
suitable for its proposed use, whilst it is the local planning authority’s duty to ensure that the 
developer undertakes this assessment and implements any remedial requirements in a 
responsible and effective manner. For sites that are ‘potentially contaminated’ reference 
should be made to the guidance contained in the Environment Agency document “Land 
contamination: risk management” (or any successor guidance). As set out in the NPPF after 
remediation, as a minimum, land should not be capable of being determined as contaminated 
land under Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 (paragraph 178b). 

 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

MSGP20 Land contamination and land instability 
1. Development that would cause, or have a significant possibility of causing, 

significant contamination of the ground which cannot be mitigated will not be 
permitted. Where development would be likely to cause less severe contamination 
of the ground, appropriate conditions will be imposed to limit such contamination 
and to ensure its removal and treatment when the contaminating use ceases. 

 
2. Development on land that is or may be affected by contamination and/or land 

instability will be permitted if the developer can show that the land is suitable for 
the proposed use or can be made so through remediation. A site will be suitable for 
the proposed use if it does not result in unacceptable risk or harm to human health, 
the environment, property or significantly pollute controlled waters. 

MSGP21 Hazardous installations 
Development proposals within the consultation zone of a pipeline or installation 
storing or handling hazardous substances will only be granted planning permission 
where, following consultation with the Health and Safety Executive, it is determined 
that there would be no increase in the population potentially at risk. Consents for new 
or extended installations which would require a new or enlarged consultation zone 
will only be granted if the risk to existing and potential users of land is acceptable, 
and if the proposal does not prejudice future development in the area concerned. 
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7.9 Certain sites and pipelines are designated as major hazards by virtue of the quantities of 
hazardous substances present. The siting of such installations will be subject to planning 
controls, for example under The Planning (Hazardous Substances) Regulations 2015 which are 
aimed at keeping these installations separate from housing and other land uses which might 
be incompatible from the safety viewpoint. In accordance with Planning Practice Guidance 
(PPG), the local authority will consult the Health and Safety Executive (HSE), as appropriate, 
about the siting of any major hazard installations. Applicants can identify the consultation zones 
at the HSE website. A list of hazardous installations in the Borough is set out in Appendix 6. 
 

7.10 The area covered by this Plan already contains a number of hazard sites and pipelines. Whilst 
they are subject to stringent controls under existing health and safety legislation, it is prudent 
to control the kinds of development permitted in the vicinity of these installations. For this 
reason, the local planning authority has been advised by the Health and Safety Executive of 
consultation zones for each major hazard site and pipeline. In determining whether or not to 
grant planning permission for a proposed development within these consultation zones, the 
local planning authority will consult the HSE about risks to the proposed development from the 
major hazards in accordance with the PPG. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.11 This policy seeks to address safety issues related to the airport’s location near to an urban 
area and complements the aerodrome safeguarding process set out in the Town and 
Country Planning (Safeguarded Aerodromes) Direction 2002. Its purpose is to ensure that 
the airport’s operation and development are not inhibited by buildings, structures, or 
erections; that runway approach lights are not obscured; and that the performance of 
aerodrome navigation aids, radio aids or telecommunication systems is not impaired. 
Newcastle International Airport Limited is the statutory safeguarding consultee for 
developments within its aerodrome area (broadly a 13km area around the Airport). This 
boundary is shown on the Interactive Policies Map.  The Aerodrome Safeguarding Area is 
broken into different zones of risk which are also shown on the Interactive Policies Map. It 
should be noted that these areas are subject to potential change by Newcastle 
International Airport. The airport, Ministry of Defence (MOD) and National Air Traffic 
Services (NATS) and any other relevant bodies will be consulted on planning applications 
within the aerodrome safeguarded area. 
 

7.12 Safeguarding covers a range of issues for example, developments which could increase the 
risk of bird strikes, such as open water, landscaping and buildings that provide areas for 
roosting. The use of lighting could be distracting to pilots due to luminance or the 
arrangement which could be mistaken for airfield lighting. The use of highly reflective 
building materials could cause glint/glare for pilots or have radar absorbing or reflective 
characteristics. Tall structures could cause a collision hazard or interfere with navigation 
equipment or result in building induced turbulence. Beyond the 13km safeguarding zone, 
wind farms can also impact on radar and navigation equipment and the impact of any 
proposals would need to be assessed. Any mitigation strategy will also need to consider 
any cumulative impact as well as individual scheme impacts. It should be noted that not all 
development described above will be unsuitable in the safeguarded area. Certain 
development could have wider environmental and social benefits which should be taken 
into account, in consultation with the airport. 

 
 

 MSGP22 Aircraft Safety 
Development that would have a demonstrable unacceptable impact on the 
operational integrity or safety of aircraft in the aerodrome safeguarding area, as 
shown on the Interactive Policies Map, will not be permitted unless appropriate 
mitigation is secured. 
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7.13 Areas of Special Character are a local designation. The places defined in this policy are areas, 
which although not designated as Conservation Areas, display positive and unique 
characteristics (focused on the quality or interest of the townscape or village environment), 
which should be retained, enhanced and protected. Further design guidance on how to address 
development in the majority of these areas is supplied within the Local Distinctiveness section 
of the Placemaking SPD, which indicates the important aspects of their character to be 
protected. Where the type or degree of change resulting from a proposal would have 
significant adverse impact on these characteristics, permission will normally be refused.  The 
Area of Special Character at Windmill Hills, although within the Urban Core, is included in this 
policy and on the Policies Map for completeness. A further Area of Special Character at 
Riverside Park is partly within and partly outside the Urban Core. An updated SPD will be 
prepared and consulted on to reflect additional areas included in the policy, and some refined 
boundaries as identified on the Policies Map. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MSGP23 Areas of Special Character 
A high level of importance must be given to the design of development within, or 
affecting the setting of, the following Areas of Special Character as shown on the 
Policies Map - development will maintain or enhance the character of the area and 
inappropriate development will be resisted: 

 
MSGP23.1 Stella, Crookhill and Hedgefield     
MSGP23.2 Winlaton 
MSGP23.3 Lime and Ash Streets area. Blaydon  
MSGP23.4 Barlow 
MSGP23.5 High Spen  
MSGP23.6 Chopwell  
MSGP23.7 Kibblesworth  
MSGP23.8 Crawcrook  
MSGP23.9 Greenside 
MSGP23.10 Bensham and Saltwell  
MSGP23.11 Shields Road, Pelaw/Heworth     
MSGP23.12 Felling 
MSGP23.13 Eighton Banks  
MSGP23.14 Deckham/north Low Fell  
MSGP23.15 Cedars Green, Low Fell 
MSGP23.16 Station Lane area, Birtley  
MSGP23.17 Leyburn Place, Birtley 
MSGP23.18 Bedford Avenue, Barley Mow  
MSGP23.19 Bog House Estate, Felling 
MSGP23.20 Broom Lane/Whaggs Lane, Whickham  
MSGP23.21 Beech Avenue, Whickham 
MSGP23.22 Riverside Park, Gateshead (part outside the Urban Core)  
MSGP23.23 Harlow Green 
MSGP23.24 Allerdene  
MSGP23.25 Moss Side, Wrekenton   
MSGP23.26 Windmill Hills 
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7.14 Proposals which demonstrate consideration of design quality criteria and are of sufficient 
design quality resulting in either an improvement of the area in which they are located or 
respecting the existing character will be considered favourably. 

 
7.15 This policy is intended to encourage site specific design responses, for both building and 

landscape proposals, (including alterations and extensions), not to restrict design freedom. The 
Council does not wish to encourage a particular architectural style or approach but expects 
each proposal to be based on a sound understanding of the site and its context, and to 
demonstrate this through its design. 

 
7.16 The Council has adopted the Placemaking SPD and Householder Alterations and Extensions 

SPD. These promote high quality sustainable architecture and good urban design practice. They 
give advice on how to approach design and also highlight the material that the council will 
expect to be submitted in support of an application, together with what should be included in 
a Design and Access Statement. Details of how the Council will assess the architecture and 
urban design quality of a proposal can be found in these SPD’s, and the Placemaking SPD also 
includes more-detailed information and design guidance on the routeways listed above. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MSGP24 Design quality 
1. The design quality of proposals will be assessed with regard to the following criteria: 

a) The proposal’s compatibility with local character including relationship to 
existing townscape and frontages, scale, height, massing, proportions and 
form; 

b) Layout and access; 

c) Space between buildings and relationship to the public realm; 

d) Detailing and materials, and; 

e) The use of a high-quality landscaping scheme, structural landscaping and 
boundary treatment to enhance the setting of any development 

 
2. Particular regard will be given to design solutions proposed for sites within the Tyne 

Gorge, and adjoining, or having a significant visual impact on, the following key 
routeways, as shown on the Policies Map: 

a) A1 Corridor 

b) Durham Road 

c) Old Durham Road / Gateshead Highway 

d) Felling Bypass / Gateshead Highway / Askew Road / A184 

e) Metro line 

f) East Coast Rail Line 



 

  

 34 
 

 
 MSGP25 Conservation and enhancement of heritage assets 
1. The alteration, extension or restoration of heritage assets will be permitted where it 

sustains, conserves and, where appropriate, enhances the significance, appearance, 
character and setting of the identified heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their 
conservation, and the surrounding historic environment. Where appropriate, with 
regard to the nature and significance of the heritage asset, development will: 

 
a) conserve built fabric and architectural detailing that contributes to the heritage 

asset’s significance and character; 

b) repair damaged features or reinstate missing features and architectural detailing 
which contribute to the heritage asset’s significance; 

c) conserve and enhance the spaces between and around buildings including 
gardens, boundaries, driveways and footpaths; 

d) remove additions or modifications which are considered harmful to the 
significance of the heritage asset; 

e) ensure that additions to heritage assets are appropriate in scale, mass, footprint, 
materials and architectural detailing and do not harm the significance of the 
heritage asset; 

f) bring vacant floorspace back into use in a flexible and innovative manner which 
is sensitive to the significance of the heritage asset; 

g) only consider the use of facadism of built heritage assets as a last resort, where 
the internal features have been lost or significantly altered, and the exterior of 
the building makes a positive contribution to the street scene and character of 
the surrounding area; 

h) be accompanied by a Buildings Recording exercise to inform the design of any 
conversion or demolition scheme, where appropriate; and 

i) submit any heritage reports for inclusion in the Tyne and Wear Historic 
Environment Record (HER). 

              
2. Development within the setting of a heritage asset will not be permitted if the 

development: dominates the asset or its setting in scale, massing, materials or as a 
result of siting; or is otherwise harmful to its significance.  

 
3. Development which results in the sub-division of gardens and grounds within 

Conservation Areas will be permitted where: 
 

a) there is historic evidence to demonstrate that the garden or ground was 
previously sub-divided into physically separate plots; or 

b) the development will not harm the historic environment; or 

c) the development contributes to the restoration of a historic garden or parkland. 
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7.17 Heritage assets are defined by the NPPF and include designated assets such as Listed Buildings, 
Conservation Areas, Historic Parks and Gardens, Battlefields and Scheduled Monuments. 
Heritage assets may also be identified through the Council’s adopted Local List of Buildings and, 
Parks and Gardens, the Tyne and Wear Historic Environment Record, and archaeological 
investigations and research such as Historic Landscape Characterisation. The Council will 
consider the use of Listed Building Heritage Partnership Agreements, Local Listed Building 
Consent Orders and Article 4 Directions in Conservation Areas, to support this policy where 
evidence demonstrates either a clear need to manage changes to heritage assets, or improve 
the process of change for property owners.  Article 4 directions currently only exist in Saltwell 
Conservation Area. 

 
7.18 The Council’s positive strategy for the conservation and enhancement of the historic 

environment is provided by the whole plan in conjunction with the CSUCP. MSGP26 provides a 
specific focus for the individual heritage assets, and for informing change based on an 
understanding of their significance. Alterations should be informed by the significance of the 
heritage asset, which may include historic fabric or architectural detailing and, where possible, 
should seek to retain such fabric and detailing.  Where possible, alterations should be 
reversible.  However, the reversibility of an alteration does not provide justification for those 
works which are considered to be harmful to the significance of the heritage asset, and will not 
be permitted unless it can be demonstrated that there is significant overriding public benefit. 
Restoration or the reinstatement of lost elements of the design should be informed by 
evidence to avoid speculative restoration. In the absence of clear evidence, a contemporary 
approach which respects the significance of the heritage asset, but which is entirely of its own 
time, would be supported. 

 
7.19 The setting of heritage assets can vary greatly and more so in the case of groups of heritage 

assets. In most cases it will extend beyond the boundary or curtilage of the heritage asset(s). In 
considering the impact of development, matters such as views, experiences, approaches, the 
reversal of previous (and harmful) alterations, the cumulative impact of alterations and the 
design of the development will be given weight.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MSGP26 Heritage at Risk 
1. Development proposals which affect heritage assets included on the National or 

Local Heritage at Risk Register, and which are at risk or vulnerable to risk, will 
demonstrate how they will bring that heritage asset into repair and, where possible 
re-use. Schemes will provide phasing information to ensure that works to the 
heritage asset are commenced in a timely manner to ensure there is a halt to the 
rate of decline. 

 
2. Development proposals which leave heritage assets vulnerable to risk will not be 

supported. 
 

3. Proposals to remove trees and shrubs which are causing, or have the potential to 
cause, direct damage to heritage assets will be supported. 

 
4. The following sites are included on the National Heritage at Risk Register and 

considered the highest priority. 
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MSGP26 .1 Newburn Ford Battlefield 
The significance of the Battlefield will be protected, sustained and enhanced by: 

a) protecting it against development which results in changes to the landscape which 
adversely affect the interpretation of the course of events during the battle; 

b) requiring development to enhance the appearance of the Battlefield though the 
careful design of landscaping, use of materials, and provision of public access and 
interpretation; and 

c) protecting significant views into, and out of, the Battlefield, which contribute to 
the interpretation and understanding of the course of events during the battle. 

 

MSGP26.2 Dunston Staiths 
The conservation and enhancement of Dunston Staiths will be secured through 
development which: 

a) brings the remaining structure of the Staiths into a good state of repair, having 
regard to the Conservation Plan, Feasibility Study and Condition/Structural Surveys; 
and 

b) provides public access to the Staiths, taking account of the designation as a 
scheduled ancient monument, listed building and Local Wildlife Site, and promotes 
links between the Staiths and the Keelman’s Way and Saltmarsh Garden. 

 

MSGP26.3 Bowes Railway 
Development affecting the Black Fell Hauler House, on the Bowes Railway, will be 
supported where it: 

a) brings the building back into repair and reuse, having regard to the Conservation 
Statement; 

b) provides a means of sustaining the conservation of the external structures 
associated with the former railway uses; and 

c) protects the Bowes Railway as a public right of way. 
 

MSGP26.4 Ravensworth Castle 
Development which proposes the repair and reuse of the stable block, and 
development which proposes the repair and re-use of the Nash tower, will be 
supported as a contribution to securing the conservation, repair and re-use of the 
Castle complex comprising the medieval towers, Bartizan Gate, Nash tower and stable 
block. If it can be demonstrated that bringing the Nash tower into re-use is not viable 
in the medium term, a scheme for consolidation will be supported. 

 

MSGP26.5 Gibside 
Development will be supported where it sustains and enhances the significance of the 
Gibside Estate, including: 

a) the restoration or consolidation of existing buildings; 

b) contributing to the restoration of the eighteenth-century planned landscape; 

c) the enhancement of the visitor understanding of the Estate through improved visitor 
facilities, public access and interpretation; or 

d) strengthening links between the Estate and the adjacent Derwent Valley. 
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7.20 A positive strategy to address heritage at risk is a key element of the long-term conservation 
and enhancement of the historic environment. In addition to the national ‘Heritage at Risk’ 
register which is maintained by Historic England and covers grade I and II*Listed Buildings, 
Scheduled Monuments, Battlefields, Conservation Areas and Historic Parks and Gardens, the 
Council maintains a Heritage at Risk register for all Listed Buildings and Scheduled Monuments 
within the borough. Historic England’s Strategic Research Report (NHPP 4E1) on Newburn Ford 
provides information on the historical significance of the battlefield. 

 
7.21 The Council will adopt a flexible approach to development proposals which affect heritage 

assets which are at risk, or which are vulnerable to becoming at risk, recognising the difficulties 
faced in bringing these buildings and structures back into repair, and into viable re-use. The 
Council will seek to use statutory powers to address heritage assets at risk in cases which 
become protracted, those which are particularly complex or where the use of such powers will 
supplement and assist other proposals and help secure the successful delivery of a 
development. Planning conditions and obligations will be used to manage phasing of 
development to ensure that heritage assets are not left vulnerable. Where it is determined that 
trees and/or shrubs are to be removed to prevent damage or potential future damage to a 
heritage asset, an appropriate level of ecological survey, assessment and mitigation (including 
potentially licensed mitigation) must be provided to avoid/minimise adverse impacts on 
biodiversity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7.22 Gateshead is endowed with a number of nationally significant remains which are both 

designated and undesignated. The historic centre of the town dates back at least to the Roman 
period and has particularly rich medieval and post-medieval stratigraphy. The archaeological 
remains of coal production and transport represent evidence of one of the first integrated 
railed transport systems in the world. The borough has many important monuments dating to 
the industrial use of the riverside and its hinterland. Archaeological research at the outset of 
the development process will enable the identification and understanding of any 
archaeological remains and inform the level of protection to be assigned. Guidance is provided 
by Historic England relating to nationally significant remains of equal significance to those 
which are scheduled ancient monuments. 

  

MSGP27 Archaeology 
Development will be required to sustain, conserve and, where appropriate, enhance 
the significance of the borough’s archaeological legacy, which includes the banks of the 
River Tyne, evidence of early mining and coal transport, the prehistoric development of 
the hills overlooking the Tyne and the Roman settlement which is now the Town Centre. 
Development will be informed by archaeological investigative assessment and, where 
appropriate, fieldwork to determine the extent and significance of remains; and either 
 
1. ensure that nationally significant remains (either Scheduled Monuments or remains 

of equal significance) are preserved in situ – development must be designed in such 
a way that remains are not damaged unless wholly exceptional circumstances apply; 
or 
 

2. ensure that, where justified, archaeological remains of less than national significance 
are preserved in situ, unless it is demonstrated that there are public benefits which 
outweigh any harm or loss caused by their removal. Where preservation in situ is not 
justified, provision will be made for archaeological excavation, recording and 
publication at a level proportionate to the significance of the heritage asset. The 
findings of archaeological research which is required in connection with 
development will be deposited with the Tyne and Wear Historic Environment Record 
or the Tyne and Wear Archives. 
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7.23 Archaeological recording and publication, through the Tyne and Wear Historic Environment 
Record, Tyne and Wear Archives or other means, provides public benefit in a number of ways. 
It ensures that the historic legacy of the borough is documented for research, for educational 
purposes and as a tool which facilitates access to the wider historic environment through 
interpretation. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
 

 
7.24 Other receptors include the natural environment; the historic environment; residents; water 

infrastructure; transport infrastructure and waste infrastructure. This policy must be read in 
conjunction with the other relevant policies within the Local Plan to ensure that all the potential 
impacts, including cumulative impacts, and benefits of the development are assessed. 
Renewable and low carbon energy development in the Green Belt may be permitted in very 
special circumstances where benefits clearly outweigh any harm to the purposes of the Green 
Belt. Such benefits could include, for example, a high level of carbon savings or the 
development of an exemplary innovative scheme. 

 
7.25 Renewable and low carbon energy includes stand-alone schemes and those incorporated into 

developments and can include associated energy storage. Biomass is included as a low carbon 
energy source. Gateshead has potential for a wide range of energy projects, in particular 
decentralised energy schemes like that in central Gateshead and in areas such as the Team 
Valley or MetroGreen. Specific locations that are less constrained for the development of 
renewable and low carbon energy will not be identified in this Plan as these locations are 
subject to changing circumstances such as other new development or a change in renewable 
energy technology. 

 
7.26 Mitigation required to make development acceptable will be considered through the planning 

application process on a case by case basis. This could be through pre-application discussions, 
the planning application process or through planning conditions. Statutory consultees, 
including Newcastle International Airport, will be consulted as appropriate to advise on 
mitigation measures required and ensure there would be no unacceptable adverse impact 
resulting from development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   MSGP28 Renewable and low carbon energy 

Renewable and low carbon energy schemes will be assessed taking full account of 
their wider environmental, economic and social benefits, and also considering: 

 
Impact upon landscape and visual impact including cumulative impacts; in particular, 
they should not be visible from public areas of the North of England Open Air Museum, 
Beamish; 

1. Impact upon airport, radar and aircraft operation; 

2. Access for delivery and maintenance of the development; 

3. Proposals for the site when part or all of the site becomes non-operational; 

4. Impact of shadow flicker and reflected light; 

5. Safe separation distances to other structures and public rights of way; 

6. Vibration caused during construction or operation; and 

7. Other potential receptors.  
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7.27 Flood risk is an important consideration in spatial planning, particularly with the increased 

threat caused by climate change. The Council supports using natural flood management 
measures such as river restoration, landscape management and upstream water storage, 
particularly in the River Team catchment, which can help slow, store and filter floodwater. The 
Council has also commenced work on a Surface Water Management Plan for Team Valley 
Trading Estate which considers measures to manage surface water flooding. 

 
7.28 The forthcoming Flood Risk,  Surface Water Management and Water Quality SPD will set out 

the requirements of flood risk assessments, including: where there is an identified flood risk 
from surface water, groundwater, mine water, ordinary watercourses and artificial sources; 
and where development could adversely affect flood management assets such as culverts and 
SuDS. Ordinary Watercourse Consent from the Lead Local Flood Authority will be required 
where development has the potential to obstruct the flow within a watercourse or to erect or 
alter a culvert within a watercourse.   Managing surface water runoff from new development 
is crucial to managing flood risk. The SPD will set out the requirements of drainage assessments, 
including SuDS which may require hydrogeological assessments to consider current and future 
groundwater and mine water levels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MSGP29 Flood risk management 
1. The extent and impact of flooding will be reduced by: 

a) not culverting, building over, creating structures or crossings in, or altering 
watercourses in a manner which may harm the physical environment, 
ecology, or hydrology of the watercourse wherever practicable; and 

b) encouraging catchment management through the removal of existing 
culverts and other hard engineering structures and the introduction of 
natural flood management measures including river restoration, appropriate 
tree planting, upstream flood storage and wetland habitat creation. 
 

2. Flood risk assessments and drainage assessments should accord with the 
requirements within the flood risk and surface water management SPD. 
Consideration must be given to current and future mine water and groundwater 
levels and the interaction with SuDS.      
 

3. Development within the River Team catchment should where reasonably 
practicable accord with the Team Valley Surface Water Management Plan. 

 
4. Deep drainage boreholes will not be permitted. 
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7.29 The Council supports the aims of the Water Framework Directive to protect and enhance the 

quality of the borough’s surface freshwater areas, rivers, groundwater and wetlands reflecting 
the Northumbrian River Basin Management Plan. Surface water run-off from urban areas and 
transport infrastructure can contain a range of contaminants including sewage, metals, 
sediment and other substances. Surface water run-off from new development that discharges 
into any watercourse must incorporate pollution control measures to reduce potential for 
diffuse pollution and sedimentation to ensure that there is not detrimental impact on the water 
environment. SuDS and green infrastructure can help to prevent pollution by filtration of 
surface water run-off, improving the water quality of watercourses. Transport infrastructure 
can have a major impact on our watercourses through physical modifications and can adversely 
impact geomorphology and highway run off can impact on water quality.  Highway run-off can 
contain a range of contaminants including metals, hydrocarbons, road salt and sediments that 
can discharge to a water body. Any transport infrastructure work should incorporate pollution 
control measures to reduce the impact of these pollutants on the water environment. New 
developments should avoid the use of culverts in order to facilitate natural flow and 
morphology and free passage of riparian and aquatic fauna. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MSGP30 Water quality and river environments 
The quantity and quality of surface and groundwater bodies shall be protected and 
where possible enhanced in accordance with the Northumbria River Basin 
Management Plan. 

 
1. New development that discharges water into a watercourse or the ground will be 

required to incorporate appropriate water pollution control measures. 
 

2. New and altered transport infrastructure will be required to: 
- assess the impact on waterbodies and water quality; 
- incorporate pollution control measures. 

 
3. Water quality assessments should accord with the water quality SPD.   

 
4. Development adjacent to, over or in a watercourse should consider opportunities 

to improve the river environment and water quality, particularly within the Stanley 
Burn, Blaydon Burn, the River Don, the River Tyne, the River Team and the River 
Derwent catchments by: 

a) Naturalising watercourse channels; 

b) Improving the biodiversity and ecological connectivity of watercourses; 

c) Safeguarding and enlarging river buffers with appropriate habitat; and 

d) Mitigating diffuse agricultural and urban pollution; 

e) Ensuring that all drainage of new development is connected correctly; 

f) Seeking opportunities to incorporate creation of wetland habitat in 
designs where appropriate; 

g) Ensuring that development does not fragment the wildlife corridor; 

h) Preventing introduction of non-native species via construction or other 
works and managing present invasive non-native species where practical; 

i) Achieving sustainable river crossings. 
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7.30 Physical modifications to watercourses such as weirs, outfalls and alterations to the channel 
are not desirable options, given their negative affect on Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
classifications, that restrict natural processes and fish migration. However, should it be 
demonstrated that there are no alternative options, a water quality assessment would be 
required to assess the impact of physical alterations to watercourses. Water quality 
assessments will also be required for development which indirectly adversely affects surface 
water or groundwater e.g. contamination, mineral workings, and waste management facilities. 
Water quality assessments should consider the likely impacts on water quality and mitigation 
required to avoid harm to water bodies in accordance with the forthcoming Flood Risk, Surface 
Water Management and Water Quality SPD, which is in preparation. The hydrogeological 
regime in Gateshead is complex given the legacy of coal mining, controlled mine water levels, 
and rising groundwater levels. Infiltration SuDS in some areas of the borough could have a 
detrimental impact on the amount and quality of water entering mine workings resulting in 
increased mine water pollution, groundwater flood risk, and pressure on pumping 
infrastructure. Deep borehole drainage is therefore not permitted. Flood risk and drainage 
impact assessments must consider current and future groundwater levels and interaction with 
SuDS in accordance with the forthcoming SPD and the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. 
Development where there is a hydraulic connection to mine workings (i.e. link with a mine 
entry and pathway created by any SuDS, particularly infiltration SuDS) must follow the guidance 
to ensure development does not exacerbate mine water pollution. New development with 
SuDS must have maintenance arrangements in place to ensure an acceptable standard of 
operation for the lifetime of the development, supported by a SuDS maintenance plan. 

 
7.31 Stanley Burn, Blaydon Burn, the River Don, the River Tyne, the River Team and the River 

Derwent are ‘failing’ water bodies under the Water Framework Directive; therefore, it is 
important that new development within these catchments within 200m of a watercourse 
consider opportunities to improve river morphology, river water quality and the capacity of 
surface waters to support wildlife 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.32 A River Team Flood Alleviation Scheme may include a range of measures to reduce and 
manage flood risk in the River Team catchment. The scheme may include daylighting 
‘Eslington Park’ culvert and providing additional flood storage at Watergate Forest Park 
Lake. In the upper Team valley, there is potential for upstream river restoration, upland 
storage and natural flood management measures. This may include extending the existing 
Lamesley Pastures Local Wildlife Site, providing flood storage capacity, Water Framework 
Directive benefits and habitat creation 

 
  

MSGP31 Green infrastructure and flood management schemes 
Schemes at the following locations, which will be protected from incompatible 
development, will be designed to combine safeguarding land for flood management 
with green infrastructure enhancements benefiting biodiversity, water quality and 
landscape and, where appropriate, providing new public access: 

River Team Catchment  
MSGP31.1 Watergate Forest Park  
MSGP31.2 Eslington Park Culvert  
MSGP31.3 Lamesley Pastures 
MSGP31.4 Durham Road, South of AEI Cables 

River Derwent Catchment 
MSGP31.5 Shibdon Meadow, Derwenthaugh 

River Don Catchment 
MSGP31.6 Leam Lane/Bowes Railway Path 
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7.33 Within the upper part of the River Don catchment area, there is an opportunity to reduce 
flood risk at Leam Lane and to create a wetland habitat, by managing surface water flows 
within a sustainable drainage system. Shibdon Meadow Local Wildlife Site is a low-lying 
wet grassland and meadow at high risk of flooding, which has ecological and hydrological 
links with Shibdon Pond Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). This wet grassland habitat 
will be enhanced through a series of pools, scrapes and bunds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7.34 The NewcastleGateshead Green Infrastructure Study and the Council’s adopted Green 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan have informed the approach to green infrastructure, which is the 
network of multi-functional green and undeveloped land, urban and rural, which supports 
wildlife and the health and well-being of local people. There are various ways in which green 
infrastructure can be incorporated into proposals, for example, through the incorporation of 
open space and recreational areas; planting of new trees and landscaping such as hedgerows; 
green walls and green roofs; and sustainable drainage systems. New green infrastructure assets 
should be designed and located to maximize the range of functions and benefits including but 
not limited to: 

 

MSGP32 Maintaining, protecting and enhancing green infrastructure 
Development will be required to maintain and protect existing green infrastructure 
assets and where appropriate contribute towards the delivery of new and/or 
enhanced green infrastructure assets by: 

 
1. Ensuring development proposals which could adversely affect green infrastructure    

assets demonstrate: 

a) that alternative provision is made which maintains or creates new green 
infrastructure assets; or 

b) the benefits would outweigh any harm. 
 

2. Requiring proposals for the creation of new green infrastructure assets or 
enhancements to: 

a) Maximise multi-functionality where appropriate; 

b) Increase or enhance connectivity and accessibility; 

c) Increase or enhance biodiversity; 

d) Contribute to the area’s character and improve visual amenity; 

e) Include community involvement and education where appropriate; 

f) Secure maintenance and long-term management; and 

g) Incorporate climate change mitigation measures where appropriate. 
 

3. Contributing to off-site provision where on-site provision of green infrastructure is 
not possible. 
 

4. Prioritising improvements within Opportunity Areas in the Strategic Green 
Infrastructure Network, as identified on the Policies Map, and addressing gaps in 
the network. 
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7.35 Figure 7.1 identifies Opportunity Areas and Gaps in the Network that relate to criterion 4 of 
MSGP32. However, some Opportunity Areas will be addressed by other policies in Gateshead’s 
Local Plan and are therefore not listed. The Gateshead Town Centre Opportunity Area is 
addressed within the CSUCP policy UC15, while the forthcoming MetroGreen Area Action Plan 
will provide a policy framework to protect and enhance green infrastructure at the Opportunity 
Area. Policy MSGP35 seeks to restore, protect and enhance land at Wardley Manor Country 
Park. 

 
Figure 7.1 Green infrastructure opportunity areas and gaps 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                         
 
 
 
 
 

  

• protecting and enhancing local biodiversity 

• providing opportunities for non-motorised transport e.g. walking, cycling 

• providing accessible places for recreation and quiet enjoyment 

• improving the setting of local heritage and cultural assets 

• enhancing landscapes and townscapes 

• providing opportunities for local food production and community use 

• providing sustainable water and flood risk management solutions, and 

• helping to mitigate and adapt to climate change 
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7.36 Areas with different levels of landscape sensitivity, within Gateshead’s countryside, are 
identified by the Gateshead Landscape Character Assessment, completed for the Council in 
2006-07, and are shown on the Policies Map with the exception of the limited areas of low or 
very low sensitivity. The areas of high and very high sensitivity represent a relatively small 
proportion of the borough’s countryside, and are some of the best landscapes in the wider 
Tyne and Wear area (though by definition not of the quality found in areas subject to national 
designations such as National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty). Areas of medium 
sensitivity form most of the broad backdrop of countryside which forms the setting for the 
urban areas within the borough. Protection of the character and distinctiveness of the 
landscape does not amount to a presumption against development, though it does mean that 
developments which might be otherwise acceptable judged against Green Belt policy need to 
be resisted because of the visual harm they would do. Proposals will be assessed to establish 
their impact on the particular landscape in which they are located, or of which they form part 
of the setting. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                          
 

  

 

MSGP33 Countryside and landscape protection 
Within areas of high and very high landscape sensitivity, and where it would 
significantly affect the setting of such areas, development will be resisted if it would 
have an adverse impact on the landscape. Within areas of medium landscape 
sensitivity, development which would have a significant adverse impact on the 
landscape will be resisted unless the impact would be short-term and would be 
followed by restoration or enhancement, and/or the proposed development would 
result in major public benefit, and mitigation forms part of the proposal as far as is 
feasible.  
 
Proposals will be expected to: 

 
1. Protect, conserve and where possible enhance landscape character and local 

distinctiveness, reflecting landscape sensitivity;  

2. Demonstrate that any adverse impact on views and vistas, and on the skyline, is 
acceptable and unavoidable; and 

3. Preserve the tranquillity of the countryside and its quiet enjoyment, by resisting 
proposals that would cause significant increases in noise, night-time light, or 
traffic, or reduce the sense of openness. 

MSGP34 Development in settlements within the Green Belt 
Infilling development in the envelopes of the following settlements within the Green 
Belt, as shown on the Policies Map and identified in Appendix 11, will be permitted 
where it is in keeping with the scale and character of the settlement concerned: 

 
MSGP34.1 Barlow  
MSGP34.2 Byermoor  
MSGP34.3 Clara Vale  
MSGP34.4 Coalburns  
MSGP34.5 Eighton Banks  
MSGP34.6 Lockhaugh  
MSGP34.7 Marley Hill  
MSGP34.8 Winlaton Mill 
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7.37 The settlements identified in this policy are small settlements within the Green Belt where it is 
reasonable, and consistent with national policy to preserve the openness of the Green Belt, 
that infill development should be permitted within a tightly drawn envelope. Settlement 
envelope boundaries are shown on the Policies Map and in Appendix 11. These boundaries 
have been drawn to follow a continuous line forming the outer edge of the minimum area that 
contains the current development of each settlement. 

 
7.38 These are small settlements where any extension of the settlement would damage the 

openness of the Green Belt, and where (with the exception of Eighton Banks) additional 
development should be kept to a minimum because of the relatively remote and therefore 
unsustainable rural location. The choice of these settlements has taken account of location with 
regard to the strategic purposes of the Green Belt, number of dwellings, grouping and 
compactness, and separate identity or name. In other cases, it has been concluded that a 
settlement envelope would be inappropriate; for example, at Ryton Woodside, the hamlets 
consists of several separate groups of buildings and any infilling between them would set a 
precedent which would lead to urbanisation of a substantial part of the Green Belt; at Low 
Greenside, any infilling would intensify development in the narrow Green Belt gap between 
Crawcrook and Greenside. However, all applications for development in the Green Belt will 
continue to be treated on the merits of the particular proposal and site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7.39 This site is unique amongst Opportunity Areas in the Strategic Green Infrastructure Network, 
in providing a substantial area of accessible natural green space, surrounded by local 
communities, in the east of the borough. It also has excellent public transport links, and a direct 
connection to the wider countryside via the Bowes Railway Path 

 
7.40 This significance has long been recognised, with Wardley/Red Barns being identified as a 

‘gateway to the countryside’ by the Great North Forest project in 1995. However, the fact that 
the site is complex and in multi-ownership, with conflicting land uses, has impeded progress. 
The boundary of the proposed Country Park has been amended to reflect that planning 
permission has been granted for residential development on part of it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    MSGP35 Proposed Wardley Manor Country Park 
Land at Wardley/Red Barns, as identified on the Policies Map, will be further restored, 
enhanced and protected from inappropriate development, to form the Wardley 
Manor Country Park. 
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7.41 Woodland, trees and hedgerows make a vital contribution to the landscape and environmental 

quality of the borough. They also deliver important social and economic benefits and help 
combat the effects of climate change. In particular targeted large-scale woodland creation can 
help reduce flood risk and deliver water quality improvements. Tree and woodland planting 
should be sympathetic to the local ecology, topography and landscape character, incorporating 
predominantly locally native tree species where appropriate and taking account of future 
resilience. 

 
7.42 Statutory protection can be given to trees through Tree Preservation Orders which the Council 

has powers to serve and enforce. Tree Preservation Orders are generally used to secure the 
retention of trees in urban areas which may be under threat from development. 

 
  

MSGP36 Woodland, trees and hedgerows 
1. Development that would damage or result in the loss of woodland, trees or 

hedgerows will only be permitted where it can clearly be demonstrated that: 

a) development cannot reasonably be located elsewhere; and 

b) the need for development clearly outweighs any harm to the ecological value, 
landscape quality or historical importance of the area, and in the case of ancient 
woodland and veteran trees outside ancient woodland, provides exceptional 
public benefits; and 

c) harm can be reduced to acceptable levels through the implementation of 
positive mitigation and enhancement measures either on site or elsewhere. 

 
2. Where the Council considers that trees or woodland may be affected by a 

development proposal, it will require an appropriate tree survey and ecological 
survey to be submitted with the planning application. 

 
3. The Council will also support the planting of new trees and woodland and 

enhancement of existing trees and woodland, where this is sympathetic to local 
topography, enhances ecology and contributes positively to landscape character. 
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7.43 Biodiversity can be defined as the variety of life on earth or within a particular area. For the 

purpose of this policy it includes all statutory and non-statutory designated sites, protected 
species, priority habitats and species, wildlife corridors, and habitats and species outside 
designated sites and not identified as a conservation priority but which are considered locally 
important. Geodiversity relates to the variety of rocks, minerals, fossils, landforms, sediments 
and soils together with the natural processes that form and alter them. At the current time 
there are no designated geological sites in Gateshead, however, it is likely that the borough 
possesses geological assets which are of regional and potentially national importance. 

 
7.44 The policy reflects the mitigation hierarchy as set out in the NPPF (paragraph 175) which states 

that when determining planning applications, local planning authorities should apply the 
following principle: ”if significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a development cannot be 
avoided (through locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately 
mitigated, or, as a last resort, compensated for, then planning permission should be refused”. 
The wording of criteria 3, 4 & 5 distinguishes between the hierarchy of international, national 
and locally designated sites in accordance with paragraph 171 of the NPPF 

 
 
  

 MSGP37 Biodiversity and geodiversity 
1. Where appropriate, development proposals must demonstrate how they will: 

a) avoid/minimise adverse impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity in accordance 
with the mitigation hierarchy; and 

b) provide net gains in biodiversity. 
 

2. Where development which is likely to adversely affect biodiversity and/or geodiversity 
is to be approved, the Council will require planning conditions and/or obligations to 
secure the provision, maintenance and monitoring of appropriate mitigation, 
compensation and/or enhancement measures. 
 

3. Proposals for development or land use that would adversely affect a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest, as shown on the Policies Map, either directly or indirectly, will only 
be permitted where the reasons for the development, including the lack of an 
alternative solution, clearly outweigh the nature conservation value of the site 
and the national policy to safeguard the national network of such sites. 
 

4. Proposals for development or land use that would adversely affect a Local Wildlife Site 
or Local Geological Site, as shown on the Policies Map, either directly or indirectly, will 
only be permitted where: 
a) the developer can demonstrate that there are no reasonable alternatives; and 
b) the case for development clearly outweighs the need to safeguard the intrinsic 

value of the site. 
 

5. Proposals for development or land use that would adversely affect the ecological, 
recreational and/or educational value of a Local Nature Reserve, as shown on the 
Policies Map, will only be permitted where: 
a) the developer can demonstrate that there are no reasonable alternatives; and 
b) the case for development clearly outweighs the need to safeguard the 

ecological, recreational and/or educational value of the site. 
       

6. Development proposals that would have a significant adverse impact on the 
value and integrity of a Wildlife Corridor, as shown on the Policies Map, will only be 
permitted where suitable replacement land, or other mitigation, is provided to retain, 
and where possible enhance, the value and integrity of the corridor. 
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7.45 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are of national significance and receive statutory 
protection. The SSSIs in Gateshead are listed in Appendix 12. Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs) are of 
regional or sub-regional importance and are designated by a Local Wildlife Sites Partnership. 
They are non-statutory and rely on the planning system for their protection. The LWSs in 
Gateshead are listed in Appendix 13. Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are designated by the 
Council and receive statutory protection. The LNRs in Gateshead are listed in Appendix 14. The 
boundaries of the sites referred to above, as shown on the Policies Map, are correct at the time 
of publication, but subject to change since all designations, and Local Wildlife Sites in particular, 
are regularly reviewed. Wildlife Corridors allow the movement of species through the 
landscape, including the urban area. They connect areas of habitat including designated sites 
and are critical for the continuation of viable populations. 

 
7.46 The presence of protected species and the extent to which they may be affected by a 

development must be established before a planning application is determined.  A list of 
protected species is included in Appendix 15. For European Protected Species (EPS), identified 
separately in Appendix 15, the LPA must apply the three derogation tests from the EU Habitat 
Regulations when deciding whether to grant planning permission for a development which 
could harm an EPS. The Durham Biodiversity Action Plan (DBAP) provides a list of species and 
habitats that are considered to be under threat locally, national or internationally.  A list of 
DBAP priority habitats and species is provided in Appendix 16. Section 41 (S41) of the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 requires the Secretary of State to publish 
a list of habitats and species which are of principal importance for the conservation of 
biodiversity. 

 
7.47 New development should be laid out and landscaped so as to be beneficial to wildlife. Proposals 

should avoid the use of non-native or inappropriate species in sensitive locations and where 
there is evidence of non-native species that are invasive to existing habitats, these should be 
removed. Land management practices beneficial to wildlife will be encouraged in line with local 
and national biodiversity targets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7.48 The Tyne Estuary extends from the tidal limit at Wylam to the sea at Tynemouth, including the 
tidal reaches of the River Team and River Derwent. In Gateshead the estuary incorporates a 
linear complex of intertidal habitats including saltmarsh, rocky foreshore and extensive 
mudflats. These habitats and the river support regionally important populations of wintering 
waterfowl and wading bird species, otter and various fish species including eel, salmon and 
brown trout. The estuary forms an integral component of the River Tyne Wildlife Corridor and 
is designated as a Local Wildlife Site. Tidal flats can also help reduce the impacts of storm surge 
events, flooding and sea level rise. Aligned with DEFRA’s ’25-year Environment Plan’, the 
Council is a member of the Tyne Estuary Partnership. A vision document for the Tyne Estuary 
is currently being prepared to support its future protection and enhancement. The estuary and 
the habitats and species it supports are at risk from a range of factors including built 
development, changes in land-use and pollution. In accordance with policies MSGP 37 and 
MSGP 38, development proposals must demonstrate how they will avoid/minimise negative 
impacts on the Tyne Estuary, and where impacts on biodiversity are unavoidable; appropriate 
mitigation, compensation and enhancement measures must be provided. 

  

 

MSGP38 The River Tyne 
1. The River Tyne, its banks and tributaries will be protected from damaging 

development and, where appropriate, enhanced. 
 

2. A continuous multi-user recreational riverside route will be provided, where 
practicable, along the south bank of the River Tyne. This will be within a landscaped 
setting and screened, where appropriate, from the river and associated habitats to 
prevent disturbance. Where new development takes place, an area of land of 
between 10 and 30 metres wide will be safeguarded for this purpose. 
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7.49 The wintering wading bird population on the Tyne is regionally significant, but susceptible to 
disturbance. Public access to the riverside needs to be carefully designed, and where required, 
screened and buffered to ensure protection of its ecological value whilst affording views of the 
river. Any works within 8 metres of the river are also likely to require a flood risk permit from 
the Environment Agency. In addition, the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) will 
deliver UK marine policy objectives for English waters through statutory Marine Plans and other 
measures. The River Tyne is within the North East Marine Plan area and a marine plan for this 
area is under development. Until a Marine Plan has been published, the UK Marine Policy 
Statement should be used for guidance and licensing on any planning activity that includes a 
section of coastline or tidal river. 

 
7.50 Substantial parts of the Keelman’s Way riverside route have already been created, but 

significant gaps in access remain, particularly along sections of the river bank in private 
ownership where development has not yet taken place. The precise width of land to be 
safeguarded will be determined on the basis of what is appropriate in the context of 
development proposals for the site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

MSGP39 Protecting valuable open space, sports and recreation facilities 
Open space, sports and recreation facilities will be protected to ensure they continue 
to meet quantitative and qualitative needs, and to optimise the multifunctional 
benefits they can provide. 
 
Development or change of use proposals that would result in the loss of open space, 
sports and recreation facilities will only be considered acceptable if the site can be 
demonstrated to be surplus to requirements, or if the loss would be replaced by 
equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location. 
The Council will consider open space, sports and recreation facilities to be surplus if 
the following requirements can be met: 
 
1. Areas of open space will be considered surplus if their loss through development 

would not infringe the relevant standards set out in Appendix 18, in accordance 
with the following approach: 
 

a) Sites which, following appraisal, are considered to be of ‘high quality’ 
when compared against the benchmark quality standard will not be 
considered surplus.  Sites which attain a quality score between the 
relevant ‘high quality’ and ‘low quality’ benchmarks may only be 
considered surplus if both quantity and accessibility standards are 
satisfied. Sites which attain a quality score below the relevant ‘low quality’ 
benchmark may be considered surplus if accessibility and/or quantity 
standards are also satisfied. 
 

b) Sites which are not situated within 250m of a similar area of open space 
may only be considered surplus if both quality and quantity standards are 
satisfied. Sites which are situated within 250m of a similar area of open 
space may be considered surplus if quality and/or quantity standards are 
also satisfied.  

 
c) Open space within wards with less than 2.06ha of open space per 1,000 

residents may only be considered surplus if both quality and accessibility 
standards are satisfied. Open space within wards with more than 2.06ha 
of open space per 1,000 residents may be considered surplus if quality 
and/or accessibility standards are also satisfied. 
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2. Sports facilities may be considered surplus if development of the site would be 
compatible with the Council’s up-to-date Playing Pitch Strategy or Built Sports 
Facilities Strategy. However, sports facilities will be safeguarded against built 
development if their conversion to freely accessible open space could realistically 
contribute to remedying deficiencies in the quantity and accessibility of open 
space, when considered against the standards set out in Appendix 18. 

  
3. Allotments may be considered surplus if there is evidence the site in question 

cannot be tenanted in the long term, despite being available at reasonable rents. 
In this event, the site will be safeguarded against built development if its 
conversion to open space could realistically contribute to remedying deficiencies 
in the quantity and accessibility of open space, when considered against the 
standards set out in Appendix 18. 

   
4. Accessible Natural Greenspace will be considered surplus if: 

   
a) The site in question provides no public value, and there is no prospect that its value 

could be improved to  a  reasonable standard; and, 
  
b) The site is not a designated wildlife site, and it does not provide important 

biodiversity value, either on its own or in combination with other sites; and, 
  
c) The site would be incapable of contributing to meeting a shortfall in the 

provision of another type of open space. 

5. Recreational buildings or land may be considered surplus if an assessment of the 
site’s use clearly demonstrates that it is not needed to meet current or anticipated 
needs. In this event, the site will be safeguarded against built development if its 
conversion to open space could realistically contribute to remedying deficiencies 
in the quantity and accessibility of open space, when considered against the 
standards set out in Appendix 18. 

 

7.51 Policy MSGP39 seeks to establish a transparent and objective approach that provides 
protection for those sites which are required to meet quantitative and qualitative needs, while 
allowing potential for the development of open land that can reasonably be regarded as surplus 
to needs. The approach to assessing proposals that would result in the loss of open spaces 
seeks to balance quantitative and qualitative measures of a site’s value, avoiding excessive 
emphasis on one element of the standards defined in Appendix 18. Informed by the findings of 
the Open Space Assessment (OSA), the policy and accompanying standards seek to protect 
those sites which can be demonstrated to be of high quality, while allowing potential for poor 
quality sites to be considered surplus. Sites that are not situated within 250m of an open space 
site which provides similar recreational value are likely to provide important facilities that 
contribute to meeting residents’ needs for open space. Accordingly, sites which are not 
situated within 250m of another area of open space are less likely to be regarded as surplus. A 
quantity standard of 2.06ha of open space per 1,000 residents is considered to represent an 
appropriate minimum level of provision required to meet residents’ needs for open space, as 
informed by findings from the OSA 

 
7.52 Evidence from the OSA indicates that residents are, on the whole, satisfied with the quantity 

and quality of open space available in the borough. However, the provision of open space varies 
markedly between different parts of Gateshead, and some areas of deficiency exist. Where 
opportunities arise, the Council will seek to bring sites into public use for open space purposes, 
with a focus on those parts of the borough where access to, and/or quantity of open space 
provision is relatively poor. Accordingly, sites which are not currently freely available for public 
use will be safeguarded against built development if they provide an opportunity to remedy or 
reduce identified local deficiencies in provision. For practical purposes, open space sites smaller 
than one hectare in size are not shown on the Policies Map.  
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MSGP40 Providing and enhancing open space, sports and recreation facilities 
New development will ensure that the provision of open space, sports and recreation 
facilities is able to meet identified needs. This will be achieved by: 

 
1. New housing developments of 10 dwellings or more will be expected to provide: 

 
a) At least the equivalent of 1.99ha of public open space per 1,000 

anticipated residents on sites of at least 0.05ha in size, unless the 
proposed development site is located within an area where the relevant 
quantitative and accessibility standards of Appendix 18 are, and would 
continue to be exceeded. 

 
b) Play facilities for children and young people, to the equivalent of 0.07ha 

per 1,000 anticipated residents, unless the proposed development site 
is located within an area where the relevant quantitative and 
accessibility standards of Appendix 18 are, and would continue to be 
exceeded.  

 
c) Sports facilities in accordance with the requirements of the Council’s up-

to-date Playing Pitch Strategy and Built Sports Facilities Strategy 
 

2. Open space will be expected to be provided on-site, unless it can be 
demonstrated that it would not be feasible to do so. Where it would not be 
feasible for the requirements of criterion 1 to be met in full through on-site 
provision, consideration may be given to the potential for off-site contributions 
towards new open space in locations which can be accessed by the proposed 
development site. If it can also be demonstrated that it would not be feasible to 
provide, new open space in a location that is accessible from the proposed 
development site, consideration may be given for off-site contributions towards 
the enhancement of existing areas of open space which would increase their 
recreational and/or amenity value. 
 

3. Where open space is created or enhanced, it will be expected to: 

a) Be appropriately designed and located to be safe and accessible, and 
optimise its recreational and amenity value for residents; 

b) Optimise the multifunctional benefits that open space can provide, 
including contributing towards flood risk management where SuDs 
features can reasonably be integrated; 

c) Take opportunities to improve the connectivity, integrity and 
accessibility of the Strategic Green Infrastructure Network; and 

d) Include a suitable programme of maintenance for at least 20 years after 
the completion of the development. 

4. Provision of new or enhanced recreation facilities will be supported where 
doing so would contribute towards meeting local needs. 
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7.53 The increase in population usually associated with new residential development can increase 
demand for existing open space, sport and recreation facilities. However, new development 
also provides an opportunity to increase the number, size, and/or quality of sites, so that 
facilities are better able to meet the needs of residents and visitors. Policy MSGP40 provides a 
framework that will be used to identify where new development will be expected to contribute 
to the provision of open space, sports and recreational facilities, and how much will be 
required. 

 
7.54 Policy MSGP40 makes clear that on-site provision of open space is the Council’s preferred 

approach to meeting open space requirements. On-site provision allows greater potential for 
the multifunctional benefits of open space to make a positive contribution to new 
developments, and is also more likely to minimise the distances residents need to travel Where 
it is appropriate to secure contributions towards the off-site provision, or enhancement of open 
spaces, sport and/or recreation facilities, the value of contributions will be equivalent to the 
cost of providing and maintaining a quantity of new open space capable of meeting the needs 
of the anticipated increase in population associated with the proposed residential 
development. 

 
7.55 Due to the densely developed character of some parts of Gateshead, there are some locations 

where off-site contributions may not allow the delivery of an appropriate quantity of new open 
space on sites that can be accessed from the proposed development site. In such 
circumstances, policy MSGP40 allows for contributions to be secured that would allow 
improvements to existing areas of open space. The Council will consider the accessibility 
standard of Appendix 18 when determining whether an open space site can be considered to 
be accessible from the proposed development site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7.56 The building of these schools several years ago (on the only available suitable site) involved the 
loss of a significant area of public open space, which was a valuable community resource. Whilst 
this was mitigated as far as possible by the creation of new outdoor facilities at and adjoining 
the schools, it is important to ensure that the site remains available to meet community needs 
should it become surplus to the current educational uses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

MSGP41 Highfield schools site 
In the event of any part of the complex of buildings at Highfield incorporating 
Highfield Primary School and Saint Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School 
becoming surplus to educational needs, they will be safeguarded for community use 
or other non-commercial facilities serving the local community. Where there is no 
such requirement, their site and any surplus open land within the site as shown on 
the Policies Map will be used for public open space or outdoor sports facilities. 

MSGP42 Jewish and other minority group community facilities 
Proposals for the use of appropriate sites or premises in suitable and accessible 
locations for Jewish community needs, including the use of premises for teaching 
and student halls of residence, will be supported, subject to consideration of their 
impact on residential amenity and other local community needs. Proposals for 
facilities for any other minority group concentrated in a particular part of the 
borough will be considered taking account of any relevant specific factors. 



 

  

 53 
 

7.57 There is a concentration of Jewish educational establishments and other facilities in and around 
the Bensham area which have a unique and necessarily close relationship with the surrounding 
Jewish community. Growth of, and improvements to, this educational provision have been 
restricted by the difficulties in finding suitable sites and premises in a mainly residential area. 
Should a similar situation arise involving another minority group in a particular part of the 
borough, the council’s approach would be the same. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7.58 A new health care facility for GPs is required in Birtley. Land to the north of Birtley Swimming 
Centre, and to the east of Durham Road, has been identified as suitable 

 
 

 

MSGP43 Health care facilities 
Land east of Durham Road in Birtley is allocated for a new primary health care facility. 
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8. Minerals and Waste 
 

8.1 Minerals can only be worked where they are found, subject to the potential environmental 
impacts of extraction. National planning guidance advises that it is important to safeguard 
resources and plan for a steady and adequate supply of aggregates and industrial minerals, 
including landbanks of permitted reserves of at least 7 years for sand and gravel and 10 
years for crushed rock. In doing this Gateshead cooperates with other mineral planning 
authorities in the north east of England through the North East Region Aggregates Working 
Party, and in the preparation of an annual Joint Local Aggregates Assessment (LAA) to 
assess options and forecast future demand for aggregates in this area. 

 
8.2 Based on the latest LAA (2018) the sub-regional requirement for Tyne and Wear is to 

contribute approximately 3.7 million tonnes of sand and gravel and 5.8 million tonnes of 
crushed rock for the period 2017-2032. The LAA confirms a surplus of permitted reserves 
at existing mineral sites in Tyne and Wear for both sand and gravel and crushed rock for 
this period, exceeding minimum landbank requirements. There will be a need for 
additional sites to come forward in the future to maintain supply, subject to relevant Local 
Plan policies. In terms of industrial minerals, a 25-year stock of permitted reserves of brick 
clay is available from Birtley Quarry located in County Durham which supplies the adjacent 
Union Brickworks located in Gateshead. 

 
 
MSGP44 Environmental impacts – minerals and waste 
1. The environmental impact of any proposal for mineral extraction or a waste 

management facility will be assessed individually and cumulatively, taking into account 
the availability of appropriate protective or mitigation measures, with regard to its 
effect on: 

 
a) Local amenity and health based on the scale and likely duration of the operation, 

visual and landscape impact, dust emissions, air quality, odours, vermin and 
pests, noise levels, blasting, traffic and road safety, days and hours of working 
and other potential disturbances; 
  

b) Flood risk, drainage and the quality and quantity of water, including surface 
and groundwater; 
 

c) The natural, geological and historic environment, including features of 
archaeological importance; 
 

d) Nationally or locally designated wildlife sites, protected species and their habitats; 
 

e) The best and most versatile agricultural land; 
 

f) Contamination, mining subsidence and land stability;  
 

g) Climate change; and 
 

h) Other potential receptors 
  

2. Unless there are over-riding material considerations no zone of influence of a mineral 
extraction or waste management facility should suffer a continuous or nearly 
continuous series of schemes on separate sites (i.e. within a minimum period of five 
years). 

 
3. Proposals for the extraction of minerals will be required to demonstrate the extent, 

quality and significance of the reserves to be extracted, and must also include a detailed 
restoration, aftercare and after-use strategy, including a programme of works. 
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8.3 Mineral extraction and landfill operations, and waste disposal and treatment operations, may 

affect the amenity of an area through factors such as noise, dust and visual intrusion. These 
effects may be mitigated using recognised mitigation measures.  These factors will be taken 
into account, individually and cumulatively, at both a site-specific and wider zone of influence 
level, when assessing a proposal. The zone of influence of a site is that area which would 
experience impacts from any mineral or waste activity on that site. The effects may be physical 
or visual and may affect those permanently living in the zone of influence, people who spend 
only some of their time there or people who are simply passing through. The zone of influence 
concept is of major importance in Gateshead where mineral extraction and waste disposal 
operations have been long established and have affected large areas in the past, particularly in 
the west of the borough. 

 
8.4 A zone of influence cannot be defined in advance on the Policies Map as it is a dynamic concept. 

Each proposed site will have its own individual characteristics and inter-relationships within an area. 
However, where appropriate, the zone of influence of a scheme will be identified on a plan during 
pre-planning-application discussions between the developer and the Council. The purpose of the 
zone of influence concept is not only to reduce the cumulative effect of such operations in the same 
zone at the same time, but also to combat the effects of a continuous or nearly continuous series of 
such schemes. Five years is the minimum “breathing space” the Council wishes to achieve between 
schemes in a single “zone of influence”. The Council would consider a continuous scheme to be one 
where soil stripping on a new scheme began before the complete restoration of soils on an existing 
scheme or schemes. A nearly continuous scheme would be one where soil stripping begins within 
five years of all soil being restored on an existing site or sites. A breathing space needs to be 
established between schemes, which, if it is to have any meaningful effect, should be of at least five 
years’ duration.  
 

8.5 Over-riding material considerations may apply where it is proven that there is an over-riding need 
for extraction to take place to contribute to wider supply needs and to ensure a sufficient landbank 
of permitted reserves during and beyond the plan period; and/or it is advantageous to work 
schemes continuously or nearly continuously, for example in order to reduce the overall impact on 
surrounding communities, avoid the sterilisation of deposits, expedite the reclamation of derelict 
land, or achieve other community benefits. 

 
 

   
 

8.6 Where tonal, peak or impulsive noise contributes to total site noise, the Council may impose 
specific limits for this element. Operators will be expected to use reversing bleeper warning 
systems that do not cause noise nuisance off-site. For particularly noisy short-term activities, the 
Council may permit a temporary increase in day-time noise limits up to 70dB(A)LAeq1h (free 
field at specific noise sensitive properties. In exceptional circumstances, a higher limit for a very 
limited period may be agreed, in order to obtain specific environmental benefits. However, 
operators will be expected to make every effort to deliver temporary works at a lower level 
of noise impact. Planning conditions will be used to apply absolute controls on noise emissions 
with limits normally being set at particular noise-sensitive properties. 
 

 MSGP45 Minerals and waste development: noise 
Proposals for mineral and waste developments will be permitted in appropriate 
circumstances where the operator can demonstrate that noise levels at specifically 
identified noise-sensitive properties will not exceed: 
 

Existing background levels by more than 10dB(A) subject to a maximum of 55dB 
LAeq,1h (free field) during normal daytime hours (07.00-19.00 hours) 
Existing background levels by more than 10dB(A) subject to a maximum of 55dB(A) 
LAeq,1h (free field) during the evening (19.00-22.00 hours) 
A maximum of 42dB(A) LAeq,1h (free field) at night-time (22.00-07.00) 
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8.7 Mineral and waste developments are examples of activities that are highly likely to generate 
complaints in relation to noise. The Council expects operators to demonstrate how they 
propose to minimise, mitigate or remove noise emissions at source using the best available 
techniques. Applicants will be expected to specify: 

 
• noise reduction practices to be used; 
• effects of those practices; 
• noise-sensitive properties that may be affected; 
• effects of the proposal on the noise sensitive properties; and 
• proposals for noise monitoring. 
 

8.8 Acceptable noise levels will vary in accordance with the existing noise climate around the proposed 
site and the time of day. In addition, there may be instances when particularly noisy short-term 
activities, for example soil stripping or the construction of baffle mounds, exceed noise limits for 
normal operations. This can be acceptable for temporary periods to attain specific long-term 
environmental benefits.  

 

MSGP46 Quarry reclamation and restoration  
The following quarry sites, as shown on the Policies Map, will be reclaimed and 
restored for nature conservation and amenity after-use, including public access 
where appropriate. The proposed landform and after-uses will be reviewed 
progressively by the Council during the life of each individual site.  
 
MSGP46.1 Blaydon Quarry:  
Blaydon Quarry is allocated for landfill and will be reclaimed by filling with 
imported, off-site waste material and/or quarry spoil to produce a visually 
acceptable landform. 

 
MSGP46.2 Path Head Quarry:  
Following cessation of landfilling operations in 2017, the Path Head Quarry site will 
be restored to a visually acceptable landform.  

 
MSGP46.3 Crawcrook Quarry South and Central:  
Crawcrook Quarry (South and Central) is allocated for ongoing reclamation and 
restoration utilising construction, demolition and excavation waste materials, 
addressing stability issues and ensuring that a visually acceptable landform is 
provided. 

 
MSGP46.4 Crawcrook Quarry North: 
Following cessation of mineral extraction operations, Crawcrook Quarry North will 
continue to be restored to a visually acceptable landform.  

 
Permission will not be granted for further landfill sites during the plan period, other 
than the provision made by this policy, unless there are exceptional circumstances. 
Landraising of greenfield sites for waste disposal purposes will not be permitted. 

 
Applicants for new landfill sites are required to submit a risk assessment on the 
potential impact of the proposal on vulnerable groundwater. Proposals for landfill 
or landraising will not be permitted below the water table in any strata where 
groundwater provides an important contribution to river flow or other sensitive 
surface waters, unless the risk assessment demonstrates that active long- term site 
management is not essential to prevent groundwater pollution. 
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8.9 The sites listed in this policy are former mineral extraction sites in various stages of reclamation, 
including Blaydon Quarry which has permission and capacity for landfill until 2026, and Path Head 
Quarry where landfilling was complete in 2017. Additional waste disposal capacity can come 
forward at Crawcrook Quarry (South and Central) where there is significant remaining capacity and 
a need for the site to be reclaimed and restored. 

 

8.10 Beyond this there is no need to allocate any additional sites, taking into account the capacity of 
various waste management facilities located across Gateshead and in adjacent areas, as identified 
in joint authority evidence reports published, and given the Council’s objective of prioritising the 
sustainable management of waste.  

  

                                                    
 

8.11 Retention of sufficient waste management capacity throughout the Plan period, including at our key 
municipal and commercial facilities, will be achieved through the application of Local Plan Policies 
and on-going monitoring. A number of waste management activities fall within the B1, B2 and B8 
Use Class Order categories, and are therefore appropriately located within employment areas. Key 
facilities include the Council’s household and waste recycling centres at Cowen Road in Blaydon, and 
at Camp Ground in Springwell (located adjacent to the borough boundary in Sunderland). There is 
an established network of commercial treatment, transfer and recycling facilities, with a particular 
focus in the Main Employment Areas of Blaydon and Felling. The main composting facility is located 
north of Chopwell. 
 

 

 
 

8.12 Ensuring that new development incorporates suitable waste recycling and collection facilities 
will ensure that waste disposal is minimised and waste recycling is maximised, in accordance 
with the waste hierarchy. For developments comprising flats or apartments, where there is likely 
to be a communal bin arrangement, the policy requires capacity equivalent to 140L per flat per 
week, and suitable access arrangements in terms of surface and gradient, given that the communal 
bins are significantly larger than those provided for a standard house.    
  

MSGP48 Waste management facilities in new development 
Provision for collection and recycling facilities will be required for new development 
where appropriate. In particular, development proposals will be required to: 

 
1. Ensure that the layout allows for adequate access and manoeuvrability for 

refuse collection vehicles, as far as practicable designing out the need to 
reverse.   

 
2. Ensure sufficient bin storage capacity, and storage space within the curtilage of 

each new house and bungalow, for a minimum of 1 x 240L residual waste bin 
and 1 x 240L recycling bin, and for dwellings with gardens, 1 x 240L garden waste 
bin.  

 
3. For other new dwellings ensure sufficient communal enclosed bin storage 

capacity of 140L of waste and recycling per dwelling per week, with adequate 
access in terms of gradient, surface treatment and distance, from the storage 
area to the refuse collection vehicle. 
 

4. For all new developments other than residential, ensure sufficient enclosed bin 
storage with adequate access, in terms of gradient, surface treatment and 
distance from the storage area to the refuse collection vehicle.  
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8.13 The Council’s Waste and Recycling Guide provides guidance to applicants on waste and recycling, 
storage and collection.  

 

        
 

8.14 In North East England recycled aggregates are produced from construction and demolition projects 
and secondary aggregates are produced from industrial by-products. The NPPF requires Local 
Plans to safeguard existing, planned and potential sites for important minerals related 
infrastructure, and to consider the impact of other nearby development under the “agent of 
change” approach. Existing sites in Gateshead are set out in the following table and are shown on 
the Policies Map. 

 
Table 8.1: Safeguarding minerals infrastructure 

 
Site Type of minerals infrastructure 
MSGP49.1 Gateshead Wharf, South Shore Road (Tarmac) Marine Wharves 

Concrete batching and coating plants 
MSGP49.2 Longshank Lane, Birtley (North East Concrete) Recycled and secondary aggregates 

Concrete batching and coating plants 
MSGP49.3 Hawks Road, Gateshead Concrete batching and coating plants 
MSGP49.4 Nest Road, Felling, Gateshead Concrete batching and coating plants 
MSGP49.5 Mortar Plant, Derwenthaugh Industrial Estate, 
Derwenthaugh Road, Blaydon (Marshalls)  

Concrete batching and coating plants 

 
8.15 Marine-dredged sand and gravel is expected to have contributed twenty million tons to regional 

aggregates supply in the period 2005-20 as set out in the national and regional guidelines for 
aggregates provision in England. Sand and gravel have been landed over a number of years at the 
Gateshead Wharf site making an important contribution to the supply of sand and gravel in Tyne 
and Wear. Gateshead Wharf, along with some other wharf sites, has suffered a period of inactivity 
since 2010 as a result of the economic downturn. 

 
8.16 Located in the East Gateshead Main Employment Area, the wharf is well located in relation to the 

highway network to serve housing, economic and other major redevelopments occurring in 
Gateshead and Tyne and Wear. However, there is considerable development pressure from other 
uses to the west of the employment area in the Urban Core. The wharf is a strategically important 
facility for both the borough and Tyne and Wear and should be safeguarded and protected from 
incompatible land uses encroaching upon the site which may compromise its operation. 

 

MSGP49 Safeguarding minerals-related infrastructure 
1. Minerals infrastructure including wharves for the landing of marine aggregates, 

recycled and secondary aggregate facilities and concrete batching and coating 
facilities, as shown on the Policies Map, will be safeguarded from unnecessary loss 
to non-mineral related development on or within the vicinity of the site. 
 

2. Proposals for non-mineral development within an existing mineral infrastructure 
site will not be supported, unless it can be demonstrated that: 

a) The proposal will not prejudice the current or future use of the site; 
b) The site is no longer needed for minerals handling, processing, storage and 

transport; or 
c) Alternative minerals related infrastructure and/or capacity can be 

provided at an alternative site. 
 

3. Proposals in the vicinity of minerals-related infrastructure will be required to 
demonstrate that they will not prejudice the operation of the minerals-related 
infrastructure or that any adverse impacts can be suitably mitigated. 
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8.17 There remains only one deposit of brick clay (laminated clay) in the borough and this is located at 
Lamesley. There is currently no demand for its extraction, but this is a valuable resource that should 
be protected for future extraction. Currently the Union Brickworks in Birtley is supplied with 
material from the adjacent Birtley Quarry site, located in County Durham, which has an approved 
end date for extraction of 2044. 
 

8.18 Resources are safeguarded broadly through Core Strategy policy CS20, whilst the extent of the 
resource at Lamesley is defined in greater detail in this document. 

 
 
 
 

MSGP50 Brick clay 
The brick clay deposit at Lamesley, as shown on the Policies Map, will be safeguarded 
against unnecessary sterilisation by development. 



 

60 
 

9. Appendices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

61 
 

 

APPENDICES 
 
 

Number Name Page 
1 Employment Site Allocations 62 
2 Marketing of Employment Premises and Sites Within Key and Main 

Employment Areas. 
 

 

64 

3 Housing Site Allocations 65 
4a Levels of Car Parking in New (Residential) Development 72 
4b Levels of Car Parking in New (Non-Residential) Development 75 
5 Cycle Parking Guidelines 83 
6 List of Hazardous Installations 95 
7 Listed buildings 96 
8 Local List 104 

9a Registered Historic Parks and Gardens 112 
9b Local List of Parks and Gardens       112 

10a Scheduled Monuments 113 
10b Historic Battlefields 113 
11 Settlement envelopes 114 
12 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 122 
13 Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs) 123 
14 Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) 125 
15 Protected Species 125 
16 Priority Habitats & Species for Durham (i.e. Vice County 66) 126 
17 List of Supplementary Planning Documents and Interim Planning 

Advice 
127 

18 Open Space Standards 128 
19 Policy Review (Superseded Policies) 129 
20 Monitoring Framework 135 
21 Glossary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

150 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

62 
 

 

Appendix 1: Employment Site Allocations

MSGP 
REFERENCE 

EMPLOYMENT SITE Net 
developable 
land (ha) 

Allocated 
Employment 
Area 

Uses Anticipated 
delivery 
timescales 
Short Medium Long 

MSGP1.1 Land to the west of 
Flogas Depot 

0.45 Addison B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

 0.45  

MSGP1.2 Land west of Galaxy 
Business Park 

0.43 Addison B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

 0.43  

MSGP1.3 Derwenthaugh 
Industrial Estate 

0.91 Blaydon / 
Derwenthaugh 

B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

0.91   

MSGP1.4 Saltmeadows Road 0.44 East Gateshead B1, B2, B8   0.44 
MSGP1.5 Baltic Business 

Centre / Clark 
Chapmans Works 

2.8 East Gateshead B1, B2, B8 2.8   

MSGP1.6 Land north of James 
Latham  

0.37 Felling B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

 0.37  

MSGP1.7 Bath Road 1.09 Felling B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

1.09   

MSGP1.8 Land at Brewery 
Lane, Felling 

4.70 Felling B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

 2.35 2.35 

MSGP1.9 Land at Stoneygate 
Lane 

0.55 Felling B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

 0.55  

MSGP1.10 West of Follingsby 
Way 

1.79 Follingsby B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

 1.79  

MSGP1.11 Follingsby Avenue 
North 

0.93 Follingsby B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

 0.93  

MSGP1.12 White Rose Way 3.30 Follingsby B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

3.30   

MSGP1.13 Shadon Way 0.42 Portobello B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

 0.42  

MSGP1.14 Land south of 
Portobello Trade 
Park 

1.2 Portobello B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

 1.2  

MSGP1.15 Former Huwoods, 
Kingsway North 

2.87 Team Valley 
Trading Estate 

B1, B2, B8 2.87   

MSGP1.16 Queensway North 0.46 Team Valley 
Trading Estate 

B1, B2, B8   0.46 

MSGP1.17 Fifth Avenue 
Business Park 

1.89 Team Valley 
Trading Estate 

B1, B2, B8   1.89 

MSGP1.18 Princesway North   2.88 Team Valley 
Trading Estate 

B1, B2, B8   2.88   

MSGP1.19 Princesway Central / 
Centralway 

1.28 Team Valley 
Trading Estate 

B1, B2, B8  1.28  

MSGP1.20 Former Npower site 0 Team Valley 
Trading Estate 

B1, B2, B8  0  

MSGP1.21 Land West of 
Sainsbury’s, Eleventh 
Avenue 

0.79 Team Valley 
Trading Estate 

B1, B2, B8   0.79 

MSGP1.22 Former Council Depot, 
Swalwell Bank 

0.85 Whickham B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

0.85   
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MSGP1.23 Land at Whinfield 0.51 Whinfield B1b/c, 
B2, B8 

  0.51 

MSGP1.24 Saltwell Business 
Park 

0.66 N/A B1, B2, B8  0.66  
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Appendix 2: Marketing of Employment Premises and Sites Within Key and Main Employment 
Areas. 

 
Policy MSGP4 identifies the factors that will be considered by the Council when determining whether development 
or change of use proposals for alternative / non-employment uses (i.e. uses that fall outside B1, B2 and B8 use 
classes) in Key and Main Employment Areas can be considered to justify the loss of employment land.  Criteria 1a 
and 2a of the policy set out the expectation that proposals for non-employment uses will provide evidence of 
unsuccessful marketing.  This note provides more detail on the evidence required. 
 

Marketing Statement 
Development or change of use proposals for non-employment uses within Key and Main Employment Areas (as 
defined by MSGP2 and MSGP3 and on the Policies Map) should be accompanied by a marketing statement showing 
evidence that: 
• The site/property has been registered with at least one agent who normally deals in commercial property, 

and is familiar with local market conditions; 
• An advertising board has been posted in a prominent place on the site for the duration of the marketing 

period; 
• The marketing activity undertaken has been proactive and appropriate to the scale of the site/property (see 

below); 
• Property details (particulars) have been produced to support the marketing activity, which outline relevant 

information, including: type of property/site, size, address/location, acceptable/current use(s), rent and/or 
sale price, and viewing arrangements. 

The marketing statement should identify how many enquiries were received, the number of viewings held, the 
number of offers received and the reason(s) for refusing those offers. 

 
Marketing activity 
In addition to having regard to the duration of marketing activity (in accordance with the provisions of criteria 1a 
and 2a of MSGP4), the Council expects that the marketing activity undertaken will be commensurate with the size 
of the site/property in question. Proposals involving property with 1,000sqm or more internal floorspace, or sites 
of 0.25ha or larger should have been actively marketed at a national level in recognised commercial property 
publications or websites capable of attracting interest from across the UK.  Smaller sites or premises should be 
advertised through regional and local publications/websites as a minimum. 
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Appendix 3: Housing Site Allocations 
 

 
MSGP 

REFERENCE 
 

SITE NAME Ward Gross  Site 
Area (ha) 

Capacity 20191-20 
(indicative) 

2020-25 
(indicative) 

2025-30 
(indicative) 

After 2030 
(indicative) 

MSGP 9.1 Site of The Vigo Birtley 0.22  10 10 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.2 Adj Arndale Ho Birtley 0.06  5 0  5  0 0 

MSGP 9.3 Land at 
Portobello 

Birtley 1.65  60 15  45  0 0 

MSGP 9.4 Bleach Green Blaydon 4.97  183    15  150 
 

 18 0 

MSGP  9.5 Blaydon Bank / 
Litchfield Lane 

Blaydon/ 
Winlaton 

0.11 6 0  6  0 0 

MSGP  9.6 Ramsay Street, 
Winlaton 

Blaydon 0.07 9  5  4   0 0 

MSGP 9.7 Hallgarth Rd Blaydon 0.41  8  0  8  0 0 

MSGP 9.8 Axwell Hall Blaydon 0.63 17  17  0 0 0 

MSGP 9.9 Garden Street Blaydon 0.67  25  0 25  0 0 

MSGP 9.10 Tennyson and 
Newbolt Towers 

Bridges 0.37  45 0 45  0  0   

MSGP 9.11 Windmill Hills 
School 

Bridges 1.51 40  0 40  0 0 

MSGP 9.12 Site of 
Northwood APH 

Bridges 0.2 10 0 10 0 0 

MSGP 9.13 92 Coatsworth 
Rd 

Bridges 0.04 4 4 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.14 Sanderson Villas Bridges 0.27  10 10 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.15 Rowlands Gill 
Infants' School 

Chopwell 
and 
Rowlands 
Gill 

0.7   23  0 23  0 0 

MSGP 9.16 Windsor Court, 
Rowlands Gill 

Chopwell 
and 
Rowlands 
Gill 

0.31  5    0 5  0 0 

 
1 Remaining completions (omits homes completed on the site within this period) 
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MSGP 
REFERENCE 

 

SITE NAME Ward Gross  Site 
Area (ha) 

Capacity 20191-20 
(indicative) 

2020-25 
(indicative) 

2025-30 
(indicative) 

After 2030 
(indicative) 

MSGP 9.17 Chopwell 
Heartlands 

Chopwell 
and 
Rowlands 
Gill 

10.68  220 0 90   130   0 

MSGP 9.18 Former garage 
site, South Rd 

Chopwell 
and 
Rowlands 
Gill 

0.13  4  0   4  0 0 

 MSGP 9.19 19-21 Derwent 
Street, Chopwell 

Chopwell 
and 
Rowlands 
Gill 

0.02  3 0  3  0 0 

MSGP 9.20 Site of Children's 
Home, Harlow 
Green 

Chowdene 0.5 13  0 13  0 0 

MSGP 9.21 Charlie Street Crawcrook 
and 
Greenside 

0.13 3 0  3  0 0 

MSGP 9.22 Sealburns Farm Crawcrook 
and 
Greenside 

0.45  5  0 5  0 0 

MSGP 9.23 Ellison Terrace Crawcrook 
and 
Greenside 

0.04 3 0  3  0 0 

MSGP 9.24 E of Broadway 
Centre 

Deckham 1.54  56 0 30  26  0 

MSGP 9.25 Swanway Deckham 0.22 12 6  6   0 0 

MSGP 9.26 NE of Elgin 
Centre 

Deckham 0.8  27 0 0   27   0 

MSGP 9.27 Site of Deckham 
Hotel 

Deckham 0.19  8  0 8  0 0 

MSGP 9.28 Medway 
Crescent 

Deckham 0.42  16 0  16  0 0 

MSGP 9.29 Chelsea Gardens 
west end 

Deckham 0.14  4 0 4 0 0 

MSGP 9.30 Kingston Road 
north side 

Deckham 0.09  4 0 4 0 0 

MSGP 9.31 Chiswick 
Gardens 

Deckham  0.15 4 0 4 0 0 

MSGP 9.32 Dixon Street Dunston and 
Teams 

2.88  106 0 30   76   0 

MSGP 9.33 Clasper Village Dunston 
and Teams 

6.8 191   0 180   11  0 
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MSGP 
REFERENCE 

 

SITE NAME Ward Gross  Site 
Area (ha) 

Capacity 20191-20 
(indicative) 

2020-25 
(indicative) 

2025-30 
(indicative) 

After 2030 
(indicative) 

MSGP 9.34 Seymour Street Dunston 
and Teams 

0.13  7 0   7  0 0 

MSGP 9.35 Play area, 
Wolseley Close 

Dunston 
and Teams 

0.9 41 0 41  0  0  

MSGP 9.36 Ravensworth Rd, 
Dunston 

Dunston 
and Teams 

2.67 14  14  0 0 0 

MSGP 9.37 1-6a 
Ravensworth 
View 

Dunston 
and Teams 

0.03 3 3 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.38 Dunston Hill 
School 

Dunston 
Hill and 
Whickham 
East 

0.73  26  0 26 0 0 

MSGP 9.39 Chase Park 
depot 

Dunston 
Hill and 
Whickham 
East 

0.39 5 0  5  0 0 

MSGP 9.40 Washingwell 
Cottage 

Dunston 
Hill and 
Whickham 
East 

0.45  3  0  3  0 0 

MSGP 9.41 The Hall, Church 
Chare, 
Whickham 

Dunston 
Hill and 
Whickham 
East 

0.15  4 4 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.42 Part of Dunston 
Hill Hosp 

Dunston 
Hill and 
Whickham 
East 

1.39 38 0  0  38  0 

MSGP 9.43 Brandling Village Felling 6.3 146 0 75   71   0 

MSGP 9.44 Rear of Pensher 
St East 

Felling 0.84  36  0  36   0 0 

MSGP 9.45 Acacia Rd Felling 1.72 41 11  30  0 0 

MSGP 9.46 Felling Park 
Depot 

Felling 0.24 10  0  10  0 0 

MSGP 9.47 Oban Tce, 
Sunderland Rd 

Felling 0.16 12 0 12  0  0 

MSGP 9.48 Whitley Court High Fell 1.12  42  0  42  0 0 

MSGP 9.49 Beacon Lough 
East 

High Fell 4.23  174 0 30   144   0  
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MSGP 
REFERENCE 

 

SITE NAME Ward Gross  Site 
Area (ha) 

Capacity 20191-20 
(indicative) 

2020-25 
(indicative) 

2025-30 
(indicative) 

After 2030 
(indicative) 

MSGP 9.50 Ravenswood 
care home site 

High Fell 0.4 12  0  12  0 0 

MSGP 9.51 Lyndhurst 
Centre 

High Fell 1.28  36 15  21  0 0 

MSGP 9.52 Wrekenton 
Multi-Purpose 
Centre 

High Fell 0.34  45 0 0   45 0 

MSGP 9.53 Aycliffe Avenue 
shops etc 

High Fell 0.15 6  0  6  0 0 

MSGP 9.54 Elisabethville Lamesley 2.90  109 0 30   79  0 

MSGP 9.55 Seaham Gdns Lamesley 0.16 5 0 5 0 0 

MSGP 9.56 High Eighton   
Farm 

Lamesley 0.37 11 0 11 0 0 

MSGP 9.57 Northside (part 
of) - Cell C 

Lamesley 5.32 132 0         30   102   0 

MSGP 9.58 Northside (part 
of) - Phase II 
Birtley JV 

Lamesley/ 
Birtley 

7.53 88  30  58  0 0 

MSGP 9.59 Hedley Hall 
Cotts 

Lamesley 0.13 3  3  0 0 0 

MSGP 9.60 Eslington Villa Low Fell 0.75  10 0 10 0 0 

MSGP 9.61 Gateshead 
Outdoor Activity 
Centre 

Low Fell 0.17 12  0  12  0 0 

MSGP 9.62 Whinney Park Low Fell 0.43   9  9  0 0 0 

MSGP 9.63 Jordan 
Engineering 

Pelaw and 
Heworth 

0.89  36 0 30  6  0 

MSGP 9.64 
 
 

North of Gullane 
Close 

Pelaw and 
Heworth  

1.73  30 0  30  0 0 

MSGP 9.65 South of Pelaw 
Metro Station 

Pelaw and 
Heworth 

0.99  45 0 45 0 0 

MSGP 9.66 Albion Inn, Reay 
Street, Bill Quay 

Pelaw and 
Heworth 

0.06 3  3  0 0 0 

MSGP 9.67 The White 
House, Stella 
Rd 

Ryton 
Crookhill 
and Stella 

0.31 4 4 0 0 0 



 

69  

MSGP 
REFERENCE 

 

SITE NAME Ward Gross  Site 
Area (ha) 

Capacity 20191-20 
(indicative) 

2020-25 
(indicative) 

2025-30 
(indicative) 

After 2030 
(indicative) 

MSGP 9.68 East Grange Ryton 
Crookhill 
and Stella 

0.22 15 0 15 0 0 

MSGP 9.69 Old Co-op, 
Crookhill 

Ryton 
Crookhill 
and Stella 

0.12 11 11 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.70 Ryton Park 
Hotel 

Ryton 
Crookhill 
and Stella 

0.20 3  3  0 0 0 

MSGP 9.71 Alexandra  
Gardens 
Crookhill 

Ryton, 
Crookhill 
and Stella 

0.09 5 5 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.72 Kelvin Grove Saltwell 1.35 52 15  37  0 0 

MSGP 9.73 Springs Health 
Club 

Saltwell 0.41 22 22 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.74 Hyde Park Saltwell 1.55 49   0 49   0 0 

MSGP 9.75 65-69 Bewick 
Road, 
Bensham 

Saltwell 0.05 3 3 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.76 Thorne Ave 
garage block 

Wardley 
and Leam 
Lane 

0.14 4 0  4  0 0 

MSGP 9.77 Clavering Rd, 
Swalwell 

Whickham 
North 

0.12 8 8 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.78 Brewery Bank Whickham 
North 

0.04 9 0  9  0 0 

MSGP 9.79 Whickham 
Front St Sch 
old buildings 

Whickham 
North 

0.32 16 0 16 0 0 

MSGP 9.80 Whickham Front 
St Sch new bldgs 

Whickham 
North 

0.41 19  0 0  19  0 

MSGP 9.81 Derwentside 
Nursing Home 

Whickham 
North 

0.47 22 15   7   0 0 

MSGP 9.82 Holme 
Rise 
garages 

Whickham 
North 

0.1 3 0 3 0 0 

MSGP 9.83 
 

Kipling 
Avenue 
garages 

Whickham 
North 

0.28 13 0 13 0 0 
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MSGP 
REFERENCE 

 

SITE NAME Ward Gross  Site 
Area (ha) 

Capacity 20191-20 
(indicative) 

2020-25 
(indicative) 

2025-30 
(indicative) 

After 2030 
(indicative) 

MSGP 9.84 Crowley Rd / 
Richmond 
Ave 

Whickham 
North 

0.14 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.85 Bar 3T, Swalwell Whickham 
North 

0.04 6 0  6  0 0 

MSGP 9.86 Marley Hill 
School 

Whickham 
South and 
Sunniside 

0.81  15  15  
 
 

0 0 0 

MSGP 9.87 Starling Walk Whickham 
South and 
Sunniside 

0.21 10 0  10  0 0 

MSGP 9.88 Garages, 
Gladeley 
Way, 

 

Whickham 
South and 
Sunniside 

0.15 5 0 5 0 0 

MSGP 9.89 The Grange, 
Marley Hill 

Whickham 
South and 
Sunniside 

0.43 6 0  6  0 0 

MSGP 9.90 Opposite 
Coltsfoot Gdns 

Windy 
Nook and 
Whitehills 

1.63  39 0  39  0 0 

MSGP 9.91 29-35 Kellsway Windy 
Nook and 
Whitehills 

0.03  3 3 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.92 Former 
Winlaton Care 
Village 

Winlaton 
and High 
Spen 

4.03  3  3  0 0 0 

MSGP 9.93 57-59 Front St 
Winlaton 

Winlaton 
and High 
Spen 

0.03  6 6 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.94 Hookergate 
School 

Winlaton 
and High 
Spen 

2.36  50  0  50  0 0 

MSGP 9.95 Hallgarth Winlaton 
and High 
Spen 

0.83  15  0 15 0 0 

MSGP 9.96 Ethel Tce 
garages 

Winlaton 
and High 
Spen 

0.14 5  5  0 0 0 

MSGP 9.97 W of Beda Hill Winlaton 
and High 
Spen 

0.47  13 13 0 0 0 

MSGP 9.98 Strothers Rd 
 

Winlaton 
and High 
Spen 

0.07  3 0  3  0 0 

MSGP 9.99 Winlaton Social 
Club 

Winlaton 
and High 
Spen 

0.26 3  3  0 0 0 
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MSGP 
REFERENCE 

 

SITE NAME Ward Gross  Site 
Area (ha) 

Capacity 20191-20 
(indicative) 

2020-25 
(indicative) 

2025-30 
(indicative) 

After 2030 
(indicative) 

MSGP 9.100 Spen Excelsior 
Club, High Spen 

Winlaton 
and High 
Spen 

0.05 3 3  0  0 0 

MSGP 9.101 Derwent View 
Garages, 
Winlaton 

Winlaton 
and High 
Spen  

0.1  4 0  4  0 0 

 
  Indicative Capacities 

 
100.38 

 
2,789 

 
320 

 
1,677 

 
792 

 

 
0 
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Appendix 4a: Levels of Car Parking in New (Residential) Development 

Gateshead Council Transport Technical Appendices 

1. Introduction 
1.1    The guidelines apply to car parking to be provided for new flats and houses, as described by 

Use Class C3 of the Use Classes Order 1987 (as amended). In this document the term 
‘residential’ applies only to these uses, and not to other types of residential provision 
encompassed within other Use Classes. 

 
2. Background 
2.1 The provision of car parking within new residential development raises a number of issues: 

- Demand for spaces is related to car ownership rather than use. Restrictions on provision 
as part of an approach towards managing demand for car travel are not always effective; 

- In many locations off-street parking provision is poorly used, with parking spilling onto 
nearby roads and pavements; 

- Off-street parking within the curtilage of dwellings is inflexible, and unable to cater 
effectively for the often very different levels of car ownership found between 
households; 

- Garages are often very little used for car parking, in part because they are often too small 
for larger modern cars; 

- Excessive provision of car parking undermines the aim of making best use of available 
land, and can have adverse impacts on overall design and unnecessarily increase the cost 
of new housing; 

- Households have a desire to park close to their home; 
- Parking for vehicles provided through car clubs, or other shared approaches towards car 

ownership, needs to be accommodated. 
 

2.2     The guidelines have been developed with a view to balancing the various needs arising 
from the above and, wherever possible, resolving the sometimes-conflicting pressures that 
arise from them. 
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3. Guidelines 
3.1     In new residential development parking should be provided at the following levels: 

 
 

 Minimum Maximum Location 
 Residents  1 per dwelling  2 per dwelling  On or off-street  
 Visitors  1 per 4 dwellings 1 per 3 dwellings  On street  

 

Levels of parking provision will be averaged across the site as a whole. 
 

3.2   Within major developments, provision should be made for car club vehicles and/or electric 
vehicle charging points. The most appropriate location for any such provision within the site 
will be discussed a part of the design process. A Traffic Regulation Order may be needed to 
establish any dedicated spaces. Although it is expected that most visitor parking will be 
located within the adopted highway in some developments (for example flats) the visitor 
provision may be better provided in a car park rather than on street. 

 
4. Provision below minimum guidelines 
4.1  Where the level of car parking provision proposed is below the minimum guidelines outlined 

above this should be discussed at an early stage with the Council. The main concern will be 
the likelihood of overspill parking causing problems on nearby roads and requirements for 
supporting information are likely to include: 

- Availability of unrestricted on-street car parking; 
- Road safety; 
- Residential amenity; 
- Surveys of parking on surrounding roads; 
- Analysis of likely household car ownership levels given the location, type and tenure of the 

proposals; 
- Accessibility to public transport services; 
- Accessibility to local shops, schools and other facilities; 
- Availability of car clubs, or similar, in the vicinity. 
- Proposals for promoting non-car modes. 

 
5. Provision above maximum guidelines 
5.1     Where the level of car parking provision proposed is above the maximum guidelines 

outlined above this should be discussed at an early stage with the Council. The main 
concerns raised by the additional parking will be the impacts on design and reduced housing 
density. Higher provision of car parking on site emphasises rather than reduces the need for 
effective travel plans and provision of facilities such as car clubs as, where car ownership is 
likely to be high, additional effort is needed to provide and promote alternative forms of 
transport. Additional evidence may be required to justify higher levels of parking, for 
example an assessment of car ownership in relation to the proposed house type/location. 
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6. Sheltered accommodation 
6.1        Parking provision for flats/houses where there is a permanent on-site staff presence may 

also need to make provision for staff car parking. Lower levels of resident and higher levels 
of visitor parking may also be appropriate depending on circumstances. 

 
7. Design of parking 
7.1        General guidance on the accommodation of car parking within residential development is 

provided in the Gateshead Council guidance. ‘Manual for Streets’ and the English 
Partnerships publication ‘Car parking - what works where’ provide further useful advice on 
the successful incorporation of car parking within new residential development. 

 
8. Garages 
8.1       The limited use of garages for parking by residents is noted above. In assessing levels of 

parking provision against the above guidelines a garage will be considered to represent 0.5 
spaces as long as it provides internal space of at least 6m x 3m in size (or 7m x 3m if also 
considered a cycle parking space). 

 
9. Transport Assessments 
9.1 The levels of trip generation used to carry out transport assessments should be justified 

against the levels of car parking proposed. Where development includes high levels of car 
parking trip generation rates may need to be adjusted to reflect the higher levels of car use 
likely to result. 
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Appendix 4b: Levels of Car Parking in New (Non-Residential) Development 

Gateshead Council Transport Technical Appendices 

1. Introduction 
1.1 This document provides guidance on the appropriate levels of car parking to be provided in 

non-residential development within Gateshead. As such its purpose is to help interpret the 
policy approach set out in the Gateshead and Newcastle Core Strategy, and in particular 
Policy CS13. 

 
2.Policy background 

 

2.1 Research has illustrated the importance of managing the availability of car parking as a tool 
to encourage greater use of sustainable travel modes1. As such it is an essential element in 
promoting development consistent with the principles of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF). 

 
2.2 Policy CS13 of the Newcastle/Gateshead Core Strategy reflects this approach, setting out the 

principle of managing car parking location, supply and pricing in support of sustainable 
travel choices. 

3.Use of the guidelines 
 

3.1 These guidelines provide advice on the maximum levels of car parking likely to be permitted 
in association with different types of non-residential development. They provide neither a 
target level nor an absolute limit. 

3.2 More restrictive maxima may be appropriate in response to circumstances in parts of the 
borough. Applicants should check with the local planning authority as to whether or not 
this is likely to affect specific development proposals. 

3.3 There may be circumstances where additional car parking in excess of guideline figures can 
be justified. Where this is the case car parking over and above the stated maxima may be 
permitted provided any such increase: 

• is justified by appropriate evidence and kept to an absolute minimum overall; 
• is linked to challenging travel plan targets; 
• has proposals in place for effective car park management (e.g. charging) which will ensure 

that additional provision does not lead to unnecessary car dependence. 
 

3.4 Where a Transport Assessment and/or Travel Plan is required as part of any proposal the 
levels of car parking proposed should always be reconciled with the trip generation and 
travel plan targets in these. 
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1 Research into the use and effectiveness of maximum parking standards, Atkins, 2008. 
 

4. Changes allowed without planning permission 

4.1    Certain changes of use are allowed without the need for planning permission. These are 
usually subject to a ‘prior approval process’ involving consideration of highways and 
transport impacts. In such cases these guidelines will be used as part of any assessment of 
potential impact. 

 
 
Non- residential Parking Guidelines 
ALL USES – Secure motor cycle parking to be provide at a ratio of 1 space per 40 car parking spaces.  For 
developments providing between 10 and 40 car parking spaces at least 1 secure motor cycle parking space 
should be provided. 

 
PARKING FOR DISABLED PERSONS – at least one space or 5% of total for employees, whichever is the greater, 
to be reserved for disabled persons. For shops, recreation and leisure facilities at least 6% of visitor spaces to 
be reserved for disabled persons. 

 
CAR CLUBS – spaces dedicated for car club vehicles may be provided in addition to the maximum levels 
outlined below. Restrictions may be placed on any planning approval preventing subsequent use of car club 
spaces for general use. 

 
ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING – any spaces for electric car charging should be provided within the overall provision. 

 
STAFF CAR PARKING – all figures to be calculated on the basis of the maximum numbers required on site at 
any one time. 

 
FLOORSPACE – all figures are External Gross Floor Area, unless otherwise stated. 

 
TOWN/LOCAL CENTRES – within town and local centres visitor/customer car parking should, wherever 
possible, be provided within car parks serving the centre as a whole. 
 
ANCILLARY RESIDENTIAL – where residential uses are ancillary to another main use, then maximum 1 car space 
per unit of accommodation will be permitted. 
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DESIGN AND LAYOUT - Advice on the layout of car parks and car parking spaces is provided separately 
 

Use class Maximum Parking Provision Other requirements 

A1. Shops   

Small shops (<500m2 net sales area) 1 space per 25m2 net sales area Servicing requirements for general retailing may be 
reduced or eliminated for small convenience shops 
serving purely local needs. 

Food retail (500-2500m2 net sales area) 1 space per 17m2 net sales area  

Food superstores (>2500 m2 net sales area) 1 space per 20m2 net sales area  

Non- food retail (>500 m2 net sales area), 
including DIY centres, garden centres and 
builders’ merchants where sales to the public 
take place 

1 space per 20m2 net sales area  

Retail warehouses (<2500 m2    net sales area) 1 space per 50m2 net sales area  

Retail warehouses (>2500 m2 net sales area) 1 space per 25m2 net sales area  

A2. Financial and professional services   

Banks, building society offices etc. 1 space per 25m2 floor area  

A3. Food and drink   

Restaurants and cafés 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 space per 10 m2 floor area 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Additional parking may be appropriate to provide for 
resident members of staff 
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A4 Drinking establishments 

  

 
Pubs and bars 

1 space per 10 m2 floor area Additional parking may be appropriate to provide for 
resident members of staff 

 
A5 Hot food takeaways 

  

Hot food take aways 1 space per 25m2 floor area  

B1. Business   

Offices, light industrial premises etc. 1 space per 50m2 floor area Higher levels of parking provision may be appropriate 
for proposals specifically for offices uses (B1(a)). In 
such cases a typical maximum level of 1 per 32m2 floor 
area will be applied. 

B2. Industrial   

General industrial premises 1 space per 50m2 floor area  

Vehicle repair garages 1 space per 25m2 floor area 1 parking space for each breakdown vehicle. 

4 parking spaces for each service/repair bay. 

B8. Storage or distribution   

Storage and/or distribution warehouses 1 space per 200m2 floor area  

Wholesale cash and carry warehouses <2500 m2
 

floor area 
1 space per 50m2 floor area  
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Wholesale cash and carry warehouses >2500 m2
 

floor area 
1 space per 33m2 floor area  

C1. Hotels   

Hotels, boarding houses, guest houses 1 space per bedroom  

C2. Residential institutions   

Residential care homes, nursing homes 1 space per 3 residents for visitors Space for 1 ambulance 

Hospitals and in-pat ient  clinics 1 space per bed  

Residential schools, colleges and training centres 1 space per 5 students aged 17 years or over  

C3. Dwelling houses See separate document See guidelines on car parking in residential 
development 

D1. Non-residential institutions   

Health centres, doctors’ and dentists’ surgeries, 
local clinics, veterinary surgeries etc. 

1 space per consulting room for 
doctors/dentists plus 3 spaces per consulting 
room for other staff, patients, visitors 

 

Creches, day nurseries, day centres 1 space per 2 members of staff plus 1 space per 
10 children/clients 

Dropping off facility may be required. 

Primary schools 1 space per 2 members of staff, plus 1 space 
per 200 pupils for visitors (minimum 2 spaces). 

Provision for some parking spaces for picking 
up/setting down may be appropriate and should be 
assessed as part of a Travel Plan for the site. 
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Secondary schools 1 space per 2 members of staff, plus 1 space 
per 200 pupils for visitors (minimum 2 spaces) 
), plus 1 space per 15 full time sixth form 
students. 

Provision for some parking spaces for picking 
up/setting down may be appropriate, and should be 
assessed as part of a Travel Plan for the site. 

Sixth form colleges, further education colleges, 
higher education establishments (non-residential) 
etc. 

1 space per 2 members of staff, plus 1 space 
per 15 full time students 

Minimum of 2 visitor spaces to be provided. 

Art galleries, museums, public halls, exhibition 
halls 

1 space per 3 members of staff plus 1 per 25m2
 

public floorspace. 
 

Public libraries and reading rooms 1 space per 3 members of staff plus 1 per 10m2
 

public floorspace. 
If the library serves as a base for a mobile library, a 
further space will be provided for this vehicle. 

Places of worship or religious instruction 1 space per 10 seats  

D2. Assembly and leisure   

Cinemas, concert halls, bingo halls, casinos 1 space per 5 seats Where facilities for substantial numbers of spectators 
are to be provided adequate parking for coaches will 
also be necessary. 

Sports stadia 1 space per 15 seats Where facilities for substantial numbers of spectators 
are to be provided adequate parking for coaches will 
also be necessary. 

Dance halls, discotheques, night clubs 1 space per 26 m2 floor area  
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Sports clubs and centres, sports grounds, 
swimming baths, skating rinks, bowling alleys, 
riding schools etc. 

Car parking of more than 20 spaces to be 
justified by the developer and agreed with the 
local planning authority. 

Where facilities for substantial numbers of spectators 
are to be provided adequate parking for coaches will 
also be necessary. 

 
 
 

Arrangements to provide overspill parking may be 
needed to cater for major events. 

Sui generis   

Theatres 1 space per 5 seats Where facilities for substantial numbers of spectators 
are to be provided adequate parking for coaches will 
also be necessary. 

Amusement arcades and centres, funfairs 1 space per 26 m2 floor area  

Launderettes 1 space per 25m2 floor area  

Salerooms 1 space per 10m2 floor area for customers, 1 
space per 100m2 for staff 

 

Petrol filling stations 1 space per 25m2 building floor area (excluding 
forecourts, car washes etc.) 

 

Car showrooms Each case to be assessed individually Manoeuvring space to allow car transporters to be 
unloaded to be provided within the site. 

Social clubs 1 space per 10m2 floor area plus 1 space per 
resident staff member 
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Taxi and private hire offices 2 spaces for operational taxi use Applicants will need to demonstrate adequate 
measures are in place to avoid the creation of on street 
parking/traffic management problems as a result of 
drivers’ cars. 

Vehicle hire garages 1 space per 25m2 floor area  

Scrapyards, mineral storage/distribution yards, 
vehicle dismantlers 

Each case to be assessed individually  

Hostels, houses in multiple occupation 1 space per 5 residents for residents plus 1 
space per 5 residents for visitors 

 

Student accommodation, nurses’ homes 1 space per 5 residents  

Railway and Metro stations Each case to be assessed individually  

Bus and coach stations Each case to be assessed individually  

Park and ride facilities and car parks Each case to be assessed individually 
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Appendix 5: Cycle Parking Guidelines 
 
The Council seeks to encourage the growth of cycling. One important step towards that is to 
ensure the provision of the correct level of secure, conveniently located, cycle parking 
facilities in new developments. 

 
The following points of guidance and clarification are made for developers: 

 
• guidelines are expressed as thresholds; provision under the threshold will be negotiated 

on a case by case basis through the development management process; 
 
• if developers wish to make a greater provision than the guidelines indicate, this will be 

encouraged by the Council; 
 
• where a proposed development comprises a number of separate premises (e.g. a parade of 

shops) they may, with the agreement of the Council, be aggregated for the purposes of 
guideline calculation; 

 
• the type and levels of provision for long- and short-stay cycle parking are set out below; 

 
• the guidelines are calculated to incorporate both operational needs for staff and non- 

operational needs for visitors (and, as appropriate, for residents); 
 
• developers should be mindful of the accessibility and functionality of cycle parking for 

adapted cycles and their users, and 
 
• in centres a possible alternative to individual provision may be a commuted sum 

contribution - the Council will be willing to consider this procedure on the basis that 
such contributions will be allocated solely for cycle parking or other measures to assist 
cycling. 
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Provision of cycle parking 
 
Short stay cycle parking 
Catering for visitors expected to stay for under two hours, it is recommended that short stay 
facilities should be sited as close as possible to the entrance to the building they serve. They 
should be in a secure location where they can be overlooked from the building or by passers-
by. They should not block the footpath and should be grouped together and signed. 

 
Facilities should be easy to use and must minimise the potential of damage to the bike: 
stands which support the bike by the wheel only are not acceptable. 'Sheffield' type stands 
are the most appropriate design. A Sheffield stand should be 750mm high and longer than 
700mm, and if at least 1000mm exists between stands then each can accommodate two 
bikes. 

 

 
 
Developers must have regard to the detailed guidance on the dimensions, siting and spacing 
of stands available in ‘Cycle Parking’, the 2004 advice note produced jointly by Sustrans and 
the Cyclists Touring Club 22. 
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Long stay cycle parking 
Catering for commuters or visitors expected to stay about 2 hours or more, a secure position 
is more important than accessibility, although both would be ideal. A roof or other protection 
from the weather is essential. Storage facilities for equipment and accessories are useful. 
Suitable designs include cycle lockers, or areas set aside within buildings, or in supervised 
car parks. They will often incorporate their own locking device that may be money, token 
or key operated. Their location should be well signed. 

 
The following ratios for long- to short-stay provision are suggested: 

 
Use Ratio long: short-stay spaces 

Retail and commercial 
premises, residential and non-
residential institutions (except 
schools, but including hospitals 

  

1:2 

Office, business and leisure use 7:1 
Assembly/leisure use (including 
libraries, theatres, lecture 
theatres, cinemas, places of 

 

1:10 

Public transport (bus/rail) stations Long stay only 
Car parks Long stay only 
Hotels Long stay only 
Secondary schools/colleges 20:1 
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Minimum cycle parking provision by development type 
 

USE 
CLASS 

TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT CYCLE PARKING 
MINIMUM GUIDELINES 

NOTES 
General note: Floorspace figures are gross unless stated 
otherwise 

A1 
SHOPS 

Small shops etc 
(less than 500m2 

retail floor area) 

2 spaces per 250m2 for staff plus 2 
per 300m2

 

 

Supermarkets (500- 2500m2 retail floor 
area) 

2 spaces per 375m2 for staff plus 2 
per 300m2

 

 

Superstores (more than 2500m2 retail floor 
area) 
Hypermarkets 
DIY Centres 
Garden Centres 
Builders’ Merchants where sales to the 
public take place 

2 spaces per 600m2 for staff plus 2 
per 300m2

 

Floor area used in calculations should include any outdoor 
sales/display area. 

Retail Warehouses 2 spaces per 750m2
 

for staff 
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USE CLASS TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT CYCLE PARKING 
MINIMUM GUIDELINES 

NOTES 
General note: Floorspace figures are gross unless 
stated otherwise 

A2 FINANCIAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

Banks, Building Society Offices etc 
 
 

Restaurant, snack bars and cafes 

2 spaces per 250m2
 

 

2 spaces per 50m2
 

 
 
 

1. Reduced provisions appropriate for developments 
within built-up areas serving predominantly local 
clientele. 
2. “Public floor space” is defined as those areas to 
which the public have access but excluding entrance 
halls, corridors, staircases, toilets etc. 

A3 RESTAURANTS AND 
CAFES 

A4 DRINKING 
ESTABLISHMENTS 

Public houses, wine bars etc 
(excluding night clubs) 

2 spaces per 50m2
 1. Reduced provisions appropriate for developments 

within built-up areas serving predominantly local 
clientele. 
2. “Public floor space” is defined as those areas to 
which the public have access but excluding entrance 
halls, corridors, staircases, toilets etc. 

A5 HOT FOOD 
TAKEAWAYS 

Hot food takeaways As A1 (Shops) 
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USE CLASS TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT CYCLE PARKING 
MINIMUM GUIDELINES 

NOTES 
General note: Floorspace figures are gross unless 
stated otherwise 

B1 BUSINESS Offices, Light Industrial Premises 
etc. 

2 spaces per 375m2 for staff  

B2 INDUSTRIAL General industrial premises 2 spaces per 500m2 for staff  

Vehicle Repair Garages 2 spaces per 500m2 for staff  
B8 STORAGE OR 
DISTRIBUTION 

Storage and/or Distribution 
Warehouses 

2 spaces per 750m2 for staff  

Wholesale cash and carry 
warehouses less than 2500m2 

floor area 

2 spaces per 750m2 for staff  

Wholesale cash and carry 
warehouses more than 2500m2 

floor area 

2 spaces per 750m2 floor 
area 
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USE CLASS TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT CYCLE PARKING 
MINIMUM GUIDELINES 

NOTES 
General note: Floorspace figures are gross unless 
stated otherwise 

C1 HOTELS Hotels, Boarding Houses, Guest 
Houses 

2 spaces per 10 bedrooms 
for the first 50 bedrooms, 
with a further 2 spaces for 
every additional 50 
bedrooms 

Where hotels include restaurants and bars open to 
non-residents the appropriate cycle provision for 
these areas should be added in accordance with the 
provision for class A3. 

C2 RESIDENTIAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

Residential Care Homes, Nursing 
Homes 

2 spaces per 3 flats or rooms 
for resident staff and 2 per 
15 non-resident staff 

Staff parking requirement should be calculated on 
the basis of the maximum number of staff present at 
any time. 

Hospitals and in-patient clinics 2 spaces per 10 members of 
staff for staff and 2 spaces 
per 10 members of staff for 
visitors 

A minimum of 2 staff spaces must be provided 

Residential schools, colleges and 
training centres 

2 spaces per 4 bedspaces Staff parking requirement should be calculated on 
the basis of the maximum number of staff present at 
any time. 

C2A SECURE RESIDENTIAL 
INSTITUTION 

Prison, young offenders 
institution, detention centre, 
secure training centre, custody 
centre, short term holding centre, 
secure hospital, secure local 
authority accommodation or 
military barracks 

2 spaces per 10 members of 
staff for staff 
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USE CLASS TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT CYCLE PARKING 
MINIMUM GUIDELINES 

NOTES 
General note: Floorspace figures are gross unless 
stated otherwise 

C3 DWELLINGHOUSES Dwellinghouses Long stay: 1 space per unit 
Short stay: 
2 spaces or 1 space per 16 
units, whichever is the 
higher figure. 

A garage will satisfy the long stay requirement as 
long as its internal dimensions are 7m x 3m or larger; 
otherwise alternative provision will be required. 
This may be in the form of a shed, locker or internal 
storage space.  Developers will need to demonstrate 
that proposals for external storage are suitably 
secure. 

Flats (new build and conversions) Long stay: 
1 space per unit. 

 
Short stay: 
2 spaces or 1 space per 16 
units, whichever is the 
higher figure. 

A garage will satisfy the long stay requirement as 
long as its internal dimensions are 7m x 3m or larger; 
otherwise alternative provision will be required. 
This may be in the form of a shed, locker or internal 
storage space.  Developers will need to demonstrate 
that proposals for external storage are suitably 
secure.  Where lifts are to be provided, they should 
be capable of accommodating cycles. 

Old People’s Housing (Individual 
Dwellings) 

Target provision is as per 
dwellinghouses or flats; 
negotiable on case by case 
basis depending on nature of 
development. 

 

Sheltered or Wardened 
Accommodation for the Elderly 
etc. 

2 spaces per 10 units for 
staff.  2 spaces or 1 space 
per 16 units, whichever is 
the higher figure for visitors. 

A minimum of 2 staff spaces must be provided 

C4 HOUSES IN MULTIPLE 
OCCUPATION 
 

Small shared houses occupied by 
between three and six unrelated 
individuals 
 
 

2 spaces per 3 bedrooms  
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USE CLASS TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT CYCLE PARKING 
MINIMUM GUIDELINES 

NOTES 
General note: Floorspace figures are gross unless 
stated otherwise 

D1 NON- 
RESIDENTIAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

Health Centres, Doctors and 
Dentist Surgeries, Local Clinics, 
Veterinary Surgeries etc. 

2 spaces per 15 staff plus 2 
per 4 consulting/treatment 
rooms. 

 

 Crèches, Day Nurseries, Day 
Centres 

2 spaces per 15 staff 

2 visitor spaces 

Staff cycle parking requirement calculated on basis 
of maximum number employed at any time. 

 
Visitor spaces should be located close to the main 
building entrance. 

 Primary Schools 2 spaces per 225 pupils 
for staff plus 2 per 40 
pupils. 

 
A minimum of 10 pupil and 2 
staff spaces must be 
p r o v i d e d  

Staff parking facilities should be separated from 
pupil parking facilities. 

 
Scooter parking should be provided for pupils. 

 Secondary Schools 2 spaces per 225 pupils for 
staff plus 2 per 20 pupils. 

 
A minimum of 20 pupil and 4 
staff spaces must be 
provided 

Staff parking facilities should be separated from 
pupil parking facilities. 
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USE CLASS TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT CYCLE PARKING 
MINIMUM GUIDELINES 

NOTES 
General note: Floorspace figures are gross unless 
stated otherwise 

D1 NON- 
RESIDENTIAL 
INSTITUTIONS 
(continued) 

Sixth Form 
Colleges, further Education 
Colleges, Higher Education 
Establishments (Non-Residential) 
etc 

2 spaces per 10 staff plus 2 
per 20 students. 

 
A minimum of 10 pupil and 2 
staff spaces must be 
provided 

Staff cycle parking requirements calculated on basis 
of maximum number employed at any time 
(including part time and auxiliary staff). 

Art Galleries, Museums, Public 
Halls, Exhibition Halls 

2 spaces per 15 staff plus 2 
per 100 m2

 

 

 Public Libraries and Reading 
Rooms 

2 spaces per 15 staff plus 2 
per 50 m2

 

 

Places of Worship or Religious 
Instruction 

2 spaces per 50m2
  

D2 ASSEMBLY AND 
LEISURE 

Cinemas, Concert Halls, Bingo 
Halls, Casinos, Sports Stadia 

2 spaces per 15 staff plus 2 
per 100 seats 

 

Dance Halls, Discotheques, Night 
Clubs 

2.spaces per 15 staff plus 2 
per 100 visitors based on 
maximum legal capacity 

 

Sports Clubs and Centres, Sports 
Grounds, Swimming Baths, 
Skating Rinks, Bowling Alleys, 
Riding Schools, Gymnasia, Soft 
Play facilities etc 

2 spaces per 10 staff plus 2 
per 10 players based on 
maximum number capable 
of playing 

Additional provision for bars, restaurants etc should 
be made in accordance with requirement for class 
A3 as appropriate. 
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USE CLASS TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT CYCLE PARKING 
MINIMUM GUIDELINES 

NOTES 
General note: Floorspace figures are gross unless 
stated otherwise 

SUI GENERIS Theatres As for Concert Halls (D2)  

Amusement Arcade and Centres, 
Funfairs 

As for Sports Centres (D2) Additional provision for bars, restaurants etc should 
be made in accordance with the requirement for 
class A3 as appropriate. 

 Launderettes As for Shops (A1)  

Salerooms 2 spaces per 600 m2 for staff 
plus 2 per 300 m2

 

 

 Petrol Filling Stations As for Shops (A1) Floor area to be calculated on basis of “operational” 
buildings only. 

Car Showrooms As for Shops (A1) Floor area used in calculations should include any 
outdoor sales/display area. 

Social Clubs 2 spaces per 50 m2
 Reduced provision is appropriate for development 

within built up area serving predominantly local 
clientele. 

 
“Public floor space” is defined as those areas to 
which the public have access but excluding entrance 
halls, corridors, staircases, toilets etc. 

Taxi and Private Hire Offices No requirement  
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USE CLASS TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT CYCLE PARKING 
MINIMUM GUIDELINES 

NOTES 
General note: Floorspace figures are gross unless 
stated otherwise 

SUI GENERIS 
(continued) 

Vehicle Hire Garages/MOT 
Garages 

As for Shops (A1)  

Scrapyards, Mineral Storage / 
Distribution Yards, Vehicle 
Dismantlers 

As for Industrial (B2) Floor areas used in calculations should include any 
outdoor storage areas. 

Hostels, Houses in Multiple 
Occupation (7 or more bedrooms 
– for 3-6 bedrooms see C4) 

2 spaces per 8 bedrooms, 
with a minimum provision of 
4 spaces 

 

Students Accommodation, Nurses 
Homes 

2 spaces per 4 bedrooms  

Railway and Metro Stations 10 spaces, above which 
number should be 
determined on the basis of 
an individual assessment of 
demand 

 

Bus and Coach Stations 2 spaces per 6 bus stands  

Park and Ride facilities and Car 
Parks 

2 spaces per 20 car parking 
spaces 
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Appendix 6: List of hazardous installations 
 
 

Site Operator Site Address Grid Reference Consultation zone 
(metres) 

Brenntag UK 
Ltd (formerly 
Albion 
Chemicals) 

Longshanks Lane, Birtley,  Tyne and 
Wear  

NZ 264564 289m 

Calor Gas Ltd Newcastle Calor Centre, Halifax Place, 
Dunston Ind Estate, Tyne & Wear 

NZ 220623 120m 

Elementis 
Specialities 

Mary Avenue, Birtley, Tyne 
& Wear 

NZ 266562 80m 

Flogas Direct 
Ltd 

Ryton Industrial Estate, Newburn 
Bridge Road, Blaydon-on-Tyne, Tyne & 
Wear 

NZ 166646 280m 

Flogas UK Ltd Newtown Industrial Estate, Durham 
Road, Birtley, Tyne & Wear,  

NZ 271549 275m 

Northern Gas 
Networks 
Limited 

Lamesley Storage Installation, Chowdene 
Bank, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear 

NZ 252583 600m 

Northern Gas 
Networks 
Limited 

Redheugh Holder Station, Team 
Street, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear 

NZ 237623 60m 

Tor Coatings 
Ltd 

Portobello Industrial Estate, Shadon 
Way, Birtley, Tyne & Wear 

NZ 281554 180m 

Tor Coatings 
Ltd 

Follingsby Lane, Follingsby, Gateshead NZ 312603 228m 

Energas Ltd Earlsway, Team Valley Trading Estate, 
Gateshead  

NZ 244612 1000m 
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Appendix 7: Listed buildings 
 
Street  Grade Item 

A692 II Cox Close House (formerly listed as Cox Close House and Cottage) 

A692 II House behind Cox Close House (formerly listed as Cox Close Cottgae)  

A695 II* Bradley Hall 

A695 II Ha-ha to south of Bradley Hall 

A695 II Ice-house to west of Bradley Hall 

A695 II Orangery to west of Bradley Hall 

A695 II Wall to west of Bradley Hall 

Armstrong Street II Fountain at entrance to former Gateshead Union Workhouse 

Axwell Park Road II* Axwell Park, steps and balustrades 

Axwell Park Road II Bridge 280 metres south of Axwell Park 

Axwell Park Road II Dovecote at Axwell Park House Farm 

Axwell Park Road II Retaining wall, balustrade, piers and steps to terrace S.of Axwell Park 

B6314 I The Chapel, Gibside 

B6314 II Sundial, piers and wall to Chapel, Gibside 

B6314 II Ice House, Gibside 

B6314 I Monument to British Liberty, Gibside 

B6314 II* Orangery, Gibside 

B6314 II* Stables to south-east of Gibside 

B6314 II Garden wall to north of Chapel House and Garden House, Gibside 

B6314 II* Gibside (also ancient monument) 

B6314 I Banqueting House, Gibside 

B6314 II Chapel House, Gibside 

Banesley Lane II Ravensworth Park Farmhouse 

Barmoor Lane II Fountain in wall of Barmoor Lane (I) 

Barmoor Lane II Fountain in wall of Barmoor Lane (II) 

Barmoor Lane II Barn, stables, shelters, implement shed and pig sties to south of 

Barmoor Lane II White House 

Barmoor Lane II Town Farmhouse and farm building attached 

Barmoor Lane II 4 Barmoor Lane Village West, 

Barmoor Lane II 6 Barmoor Lane Village West, 

Barmoor Lane II Village West, No. 7 (The Nook) 

Barmoor Lane II Village West, Thorpe House, The Glen, Dean Head Hall House 

Barmoor Lane II Pinfold 
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Barmoor Lane II Stack yard to south of Town Farmhouse buildings 

Barrington Place II 2, 3, 4 and 5 

Belle Vue Bank II* Church of St. Helen 

Belle Vue Bank II Belle Vue House 

Belle Vue Bank II Belle Vue Lodge, walls and gate piers 

Bensham Road II Monument to George Hawks 

Bensham Road II Church of St. Cuthbert 

Bensham Road II Council Offices and No. 70 and Former Windmill Hills Nursing Home 

Bensham Road II* 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13 and 15 (Walker Terrace) 

Bensham Road II 109 and The Crown Public House 

Bensham Road II 235, 235a and 237, forecourt wall, railings and gate 

Bensham Road II 72 with forecourt wall 

Bensham Road II Bensham Grove (Community Centre) 

Birtley Lane II Church of St. John the Evangelist 

Birtley Lane II Church of St Joseph inc presbytery and stone wall 

Birtley Lane II School House 

Birtley Lane II Statue of E.M. Perkins at north end of Monument Terrace 

Blaydon Bank II Blaydon West Infant School 

Blaydon Bank II Blaydon West Junior School and walls, piers and railings to east 

Blaydon Bank II Walls, piers and railings to west of Blaydon West Junior School 

Blaydon Old Bridge II Road bridge over Blaydon Burn 

Brackendene Drive II Brackendene (North, South and West Houses) 

Brackendene Drive II Stable Coach House to north of Brackendene 

Brighton Road II Presbyterian Church Hall 

Carlisle Street II Christ Church 

Chopwell Wood II Carr House 

Church Chare II 11 

Church Chare I Church of St. Mary 

Church Chare II Restaurant and house opposite No. 11 

Church Chare II Tomb of Henry Clasper, Church of St. Mary 

Church Chare II Tomb of Jane Clasper, Church of St. Mary 

Church Green, Front II Whickham War Memorial 

Church Road II 32 (Thornlea) (part of the former Sheriff Hill Hall) 

Church Road II Church of St. John, Gateshead Fell 

Church Street I Church of St. Mary 
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Church Street II Former public convenience at south end of (New) Tyne Bridge 

Church Street II Mausoleum to east of Church of St. Mary 

Church Street II Walls, gates and railings around St. Mary's churchyard 

Claremont Place II 23 

Claremont Place II 1 to 17 (consec) 

Clockburn Lane I Old Hollinside Manor House (also ancient monument) 

Coach Road II Arch and walls adjoining South Lodge 

Coach Road II South Lodge 

Constable’s  Garth II Birtley Cenotaph, memorial shelters, and garden 

Cross Lane II Arch, walls and towers to west of Ravensworth Castle 

Cross Lane II Butter Cross (Ravensworth Castle) 

Cross Lane II* Ravensworth Castle (also ancient monument) 

Cross Lane II* Ravensworth Castle (remains of) 

Cross Lane II Stable block and gatehouses to east of Ravensworth Castle 

Cross Lane II Well in stable yard of Ravensworth Castle 

Crowhall Lane II 2 gate piers south of Crow Hall 

Crowhall Lane II* Crow Hall 

Crowhall Lane II Crow Hall Cottage and garden wall 

Cushycow Lane II* Stephens Hall 

Davison Street II 35 

Dunston Road II White Gate (formerly listed as Dunston Farm and outbuildings) 

Dunston Road II Former parish School 

Durham Road II Whinney House Hospital 

Durham Road II Walls, gate piers and arches to main entrance to Heathfield House 

Durham Road II War Memorial 

Durham Road II Wesley Memorial Methodist Church 

Durham Road II South Africa War Memorial 

Durham Road II Heathfield House 

Durham Road II Lloyds Bank 

Durham Road II Church of St. George 

Durham Road II Co-operative Buildings 

Durham Road II Fountain to south-west of Whinney House Hospital 

Durham Road II Carter's Well 

Durham Road II 335 (Musgrave School) 

East Park Road II Aviaries, Saltwell Towers 
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East Park Road II Belvedere walls, turrets and staircases, Saltwell Towers 

East Park Road II Boer War Memorial 

East Park Road II Charlton Memorial drinking fountain, Saltwell Towers 

East Park Road II North Shelter 

East Park Road II Saltwell Towers (also known as Saltwell Park Mansion) 

East Park Road II South Shelter 

East Park Road II Stable block to north east of Saltwell Towers 

East Park Road II Statue of Alderman John Lucas 

Elvaston Road II The Grove 

Ely Street south side II Christadelphian Hall 

Felling By-Pass II* Heworth Constitutional Club (formerly Nether Heworth Hall) 

Fellside Road II Lodges and gate piers (Whickham Golf Club) 

Fife Street II 33 & 35 

Front Street II Windmill in King George's Field (Chase Park) 

Front Street II Whickham Cottage Hospital 

Front Street II Whickham Lodge and wing at right 

Front Street II Whickham Park 

Front Street II 20 

Front Street II 24 

Front Street II 67 

Front Street II 69 

Front Street II 7 (Oak Villa) 

Front Street II 11 and 13 

Front Street II 12 and 14 

Front Street II 71 (Salisbury House) 

Front Street II Bust of John English 

Front Street II K6 telephone kiosk 

Gladstone Tce West II Baptist Church and Sunday School 

Gladstone Tce West II Christ Church 

Half Moon Lane II  The Central public house 

Half Moon Lane II 36 and 38, Half Moon Lane, 1-7 Wellington Street 

Hall Road II War memorial south of Chopwell Social Club 

Hexham Road II War Memorial 

High Street II Presbytery of Church of St. Patrick 

High Street I St. Edmund’s Chapel and Trinity Centre 
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High Street II Church of St. Patrick 

High West Street II Lambton Lodge 

Hills Street II Railway bridge of former York, Newcastle and Berwick Railway 

Holly Hill II Gate, gate piers and wall around Ardallan 

Holly Hill II Ardallan 

Hood Square II Winlaton Forge 

Joicey Road School II Former Joicey Road Open Air School 

Junction of Ellison II Dunston War memorial 

Junction of Hexham 
Road and Park View 

II Derwent Walk Express and supporting bridge abutment/spans 

Junction of Lead II Greenside War Memorial 

Kells Lane II Forecourt wall and gate piers to nos. 123 and 125 

Kells Lane II Garden wall to south west of no. 231 

Kells Lane II 231 (Home House) 

Kells Lane II* 99 (Underhill) 

Kells Lane II 123 and 125 

Kells Lane II 263 (The Victoria public house) 

Kibblesworth II East Farmhouse 

Kingsway, Sunniside II Old Sunniside Farmhouse 

Lamesley II Church of St. Andrew 

Lamesley II Temple Meads 

Lamesley II The Old Vicarage and Kenmore 

Lamesley II Tomb of Robert Moscrop, Church of St. Andrew 

Lamesley II Urpeth Forge Bridge 

Lead Road II Dent's Hall Farmhouse 

Lintzford II Bridge east of A694 

Lintzford Lane II High Spen War Memorial 

Maiden’s Walk II Coal drops 

Market Lane II Whickham Thorns Farmhouse 

Mirk Lane II Premises of Messrs Robinson and Spicey Limited (Part) 

Mulberry Street II Former Urban Studies Centre 

Nelson Street II (Former ) Borough Housing Department (formerly listed as the 
Dispensary) 

Pawston Road II Pawston Birks Farmhouse 

Pennyfine Road II Forge 

Prince Consort Road II Shipley Art Gallery 
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Rabbit Banks Road II The former boiler shop of Greenesfield Railway Works 

Rawling Road II* Church of St. Chad 

Regent Terrace II 5 to 23 (consec) 

River Tyne I High Level Bridge 

River Tyne II King Edward Railway Bridge 

River Tyne II* New Tyne Bridge 

River Tyne II Dunston Coal Staiths (also ancient monument) 

Riverside Park II Engine House of former Tyne Main Colliery 

Saltwell Road II Salte Welle to south of entrance to Saltwell Park 

Saltwell Road II Entrance gates and piers to Saltwell Park 

Sands Lane II* Bridge over River Derwent 

Sands Lane II Old Bridge End Cottage 

School Lane II Park Cottage 

Scotland Head II Church of St. Paul 

Scotland Head II Cowen family tomb and wall attached to church 

Shibdon Road II* Axwell Park Dower House 

Shibdon Road II Church of St. Cuthbert 

Shibdon Road II Church of St. Joseph and Presbytery 

Shibdon Road II Memorial to Thomas Ramsay, Blaydon Cemetery 

Shibdon Road II War memorial 

Shield Road II Church of St. Mary  

Shields Road II 3 section boundary markers, St. Mary's Church, Heworth 

Shields Road II 4 section boundary markers, St. Mary's Church, Heworth 

Shields Road II Dawes Tomb, St. Mary's Church, Heworth 

Shields Road II Group of 3 grave covers and 3 markers, St. Mary's Church, Heworth 

Shields Road II* Haddon Tomb, St. Mary's Church, Heworth 

Shields Road II Hepburn Tomb, St. Mary's Church, Heworth 

Shields Road II Kell Tomb, St. Mary's Church, Heworth 

Shields Road II Monument, St. Mary's Church, Heworth 

Shields Road II Garden walls and summerhouse of former Nether Heworth Hall 

Shields Road II Tomb, St. Mary's Church, Heworth 

St Paul’s II Winlaton War Memorial 

Stannerford Road II Clara Vale War Memorial 

Stargate Lane II Stargate war memorial 

Station Bank II Ryton war memorial 
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Station Road II Rowlands Gill War Memorial 

Stella Road II 4 and wall adjoining 

Stella Road II Church of St. Hilda 

Stella Road II Church of St. Mary and St. Thomas Aquinas and presbytery 

Stella Road II Stella Hall Cottage 

Stella Road II High Hedgefield House 

Summerhill II Summerhouse 

Sunderland Road II Piers and lamp-holders, Housing Office 

Sunderland Road II Former Gateshead District Housing Offices 

Swinburne Street II Former Borough Engineering Services Dept (I) 

Swinburne Street II Former Borough Engineering Services Dept (II) 

Swinburne Street II Former Borough Engineering Services Dept (III) 

Swinburne Street II Former Municipal Buildings 

The Green II 4 lamp posts, Church of Holy Cross 

The Green II Chancer Tomb, Church of Holy Cross 

The Green I Church of Holy Cross 

The Green II Cross House 

The Green II Fenwick Tomb, Church of Holy Cross 

The Green II* The Rectory 

The Green II Village Cross [also ancient monument] 

The Green II Gate piers to east of Ryton Rectory 

Victoria Square II New Imperial Bingo Club 

Victoria Terrace II Felling Post Office 

Vigo Lane II Vigo and garden wall to west 

West Street II Post Office 

West Street II Former Town Hall, ancillary buildings and former Police Station to rear 

West Street II Church of St. Joseph and presbytery 

West Street II Clock Tower in forecourt to west of Town Hall 

Whickham Highway II Whickham Riding School (formerly listed as Dunston West Farm) 

Whickham Highway II Stables north of Dunston Hill Hospital (now vacant) 

Whickham Highway II* Dunston Hill Hospital (former mansion – now vacant) 

Whickham Highway II Dunston Hill Hospital Outpatients Department 

Whickham Highway II Farm building 

Whitewell Lane II 2 (No. 2, Manor House, including former no. 2A) 
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Windy Nook Road II Field House 

Windy Nook Road II Gate piers, gates and overthrow, church of St. Alban 

Windy Nook Road II Church of St. Alban 

Woodbine Place II 3 to 8 (consec) 

Woodbine Terrace II 4 to 18 (consec) 
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Appendix 8: Local List 
 

NAME ADDRESS TOWN/Locality  

Nine Arches Viaduct River Derwent  
Congregational Church Main Road Barmoor 

Former Co-op Barmoor Terrace Barmoor 

The ( f o r m e r )  Honeysuckle Public House, 92 Coatsworth Road Bensham 

The Sound Room, Redheugh Studios Former Redheugh 
Library) 

Cuthbert Street Bensham 

Bill Quay Methodist Church Station Road Bill Quay 

Bill Quay Primary School Davidson Road Bill Quay 

Parkside House (Former Co-op) Shields Road Bill Quay 

Stonehills Shields Road Bill Quay 

Wardley Hotel Brack Terrace Bill Quay 

12 West Row Birtley 

Barley Mow Inn Vigo Lane Birtley 

Birtley East Primary School Highfield Birtley 

Blythe's Pillar - St Joseph's R.C. Church yard Birtley Lane Birtley 

Con Laoghair, 70 Harras Bank Birtley 

Field House Birtley Lane Birtley 

High Lodge, 29 The Avenue Birtley 

Lamesley Road Garage and Coachworks Devon Crescent Birtley 

Lloyds TSB Bank, 54 Durham Road Birtley 

Masonic Hall Birtley Lane Birtley 

Premises of Nationwide Retail Systems, Lamesley Durham Road Birtley 

Primitive Methodist Church & Hall Station Lane Birtley 

Rockville, 27 The Avenue Birtley 

St Joseph’s RC Church and presbytery  Birtley Lane Birtley 

Talbot Cottages, 1-6 Birtley Lane Birtley 

The Railway Hotel Durham Road Birtley 

Black Bull Public House Bridge Street Blaydon 

Blaydon Burn House and Beech House Burn Road Blaydon 

Blaydon House Garden Street Blaydon 

Chapel, Blaydon Cemetery Shibdon Road Blaydon 

Cowen Fountain Summerhill Blaydon 

Cowen Water Fountain Shibdon Dene Blaydon 

Former Stella Hall Estate Stella Blaydon 

Gateway to former Blaydon East School, Shibdon Shibdon Road Blaydon 

Path Head Water Mill Path Head Farm Blaydon 

Premises of Elddis Transport, Former North Block of the 
Churchill Gears Factory 

Chainbridge Road Blaydon 
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Remains of statue of Giuseppe Garibaldi (Head), The Precinct Blaydon 

Remains of statue of Giuseppe Garibaldi (Legs), St 
Joseph’s Roman Catholic Primary School 

Croftdale Road Blaydon 

Signal Box Chainbridge Road Blaydon 

Stella Hall Lodge Stella Hall Drive Blaydon 

The Bisley Hotel Shibdon Road Blaydon 

Vacant Dance Studio (Former Library) Shibdon Road Blaydon 

179 - 185 (odd) Carr Hill Road Carr Hill 

27 and 29  Derwent Street Chopwell 

High Rigg Hall Road Chopwell 

St John the Evangelist Church Clayton Terrace Road Chopwell 

Clara Vale Methodist Church Hall Edington Cottages (East Clara Vale 

Bradley Garden Nursery Sled Lane Crawcrook 

   

Castle Hill House Crawcrook Lane (off) Crawcrook 

Centenary Methodist Church Main Street Crawcrook 

Co-op Store, 21- 27 Main Street Crawcrook 

Emmaville Memorial Hall Main Road Crawcrook 

Premises of Pine and Polished Furniture (Former Clara 
l  ’ ll) 

Crawcrook Lane Crawcrook 

Robert Young Memorial Chapel Main Road Crawcrook 

St Agnes R.C. Church Main Street Crawcrook 

Turnpike Bridge, Stanley Burn Wood, 40m north of B6395 Crawcrook 

Carr Hill Clinic Carr Hill Road Deckham 

Cross House Hotel, 12 Cross Street Deckham 

1-4 The Crescent Dunston 

1 & 2 Forester's Cottages Market Lane Dunston 

Dunston Excelsior Staiths Road Dunston 

Dunston Hill Primary School Dunston Bank Dunston 

Premises of Geoff Thompson Cars, 115 Wellington Road Dunston 

Riverside Lodge Public House Ravensworth Road Dunston 

The Dun Cow Public House Ellison Road Dunston 

Eighton Cottage, 1 Galloping Green Road Eighton Banks 

Hermits Well, 15m South West of Rockcliffe Way Eighton Banks 

5 & 7 Coldwell Street Felling 

93 – 99 High Street Felling 

ABC Nursery (Former Labour Exchange), Holly House Holly Hill Felling 

Bay Horse Inn Coldwell Street Felling 

Bethel, (Former Beeswing Hotel), 1 Gosforth Street Felling 

Ford House (St Wilfrid's Presbytery) Sunderland Road Felling 

Former St Alban's Vicarage Coldwell Lane Felling 

J.E.M. Snooker Club (Former Mechanic's Institute), 8 Coldwell Street Felling 
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Pear Tree Inn Sunderland Road Felling 

Premises of Gateshead Youth Offending Team Sunderland Road Felling 

The Blue Bell Hotel Victoria Square Felling 

The Green Mandolin Public House St John's Place Felling 

The Portland Arms Public House, 7 Split Crow Road Felling 

The Wheatsheaf Public House, 26 Carlisle Street Felling 

93 Sheriff's Highway Gateshead 

241 High street Gateshead 

275 High Street Gateshead 

2-56 (even) Exeter Street Gateshead 

1 to 8 King James Street Gateshead 

101 - 107 (odd) (part of Romulus Terrace) Bensham Road Gateshead 

101 & 103 Sheriff's Highway (incorporating 3 Windy 
k d) 

Sheriff's Highway Gateshead 

168 & 170 Sheriff's Highway Gateshead 

18, 19 & 20 Claremont Place Gateshead 

2 - 16, High Level Parade Wellington Street Gateshead 

224 to 230 High Street Gateshead 

24 - 60 (even) Bewick Road Gateshead 

297-299 High Street Gateshead 

337 - 351 (odd) Old Durham Road Gateshead 

9 & 11 Wellington Street Gateshead 

97 & 99 Sheriff's Highway Gateshead 

Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art South Shore Road Gateshead 

Blue Bell Public House, 347 & 349 High Street Gateshead 

Cemetery Lodge, Gateshead East Cemetery Sunderland Road Gateshead 

Centre for Advanced Rabbinics (Former Herdman Hall) Prince Consort Road Gateshead 

Co-op Store, 22-28 Jackson Street Gateshead 

Co-op Store, 30-34 Jackson Street Gateshead 

Curley's Bar and 270 - 274 (even) High Street Gateshead 

Drinking Fountain, Gateshead East Cemetery Sunderland Road Gateshead 

Enfield Villa, 272 & 274 Durham Road Gateshead 

Fairhaven Lodge - Gateshead East Cemetery Cemetery Road Gateshead 

Ferndene Lodge Saltwell Road Gateshead 

Former C of E Chapel, Gateshead East Cemetery Cemetery Road Gateshead 

Former Drill Hall Liddell Terrace Gateshead 

Former Kelvin Works South Shore Road Gateshead 

Former Nonc onformist Chapel, Gateshead East 
  

Cemetery Road Gateshead 

Gateshead Central Library Prince Consort Road Gateshead 

Kent House Church Street Gateshead 

La Riviera Ristorante Pipewellgate Gateshead 

Little Theatre, 1, 2 & 3 Saltwell View Gateshead 
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Lloyds TSB Bank, 15 West Street Gateshead 

Old Cannon Inn, 42 & 44 Old Durham Road Gateshead 

Railway Club Hudson Street Gateshead 

Renforth Memorial Prince Consort Road Gateshead 

Retaining walls of former Brandling Junction Railway 
 (  d) 

Oakwellgate Gateshead 

Saltwell Dene East Saltwell Road South Gateshead 

Saltwell Dene West Saltwell Road South Gateshead 

Sandmill House Windy Nook Road Gateshead 

Shipcote Baths and 14, 16 & 18 Alexandra Road Gateshead 

St George's Church Hall Durham Road Gateshead 

St James and St Bede Church Centre Wordsworth Street Gateshead 

St Mark's Methodist Church Durham Road Gateshead 

Sunderland Talmudical College (Former Education 
ff ) 

Prince Consort Road Gateshead 

The Borough Arms Public House, 82 Bensham Road Gateshead 

The Grey Nag's Head, 219 High Street Gateshead 

The Metropole Public House High Street Gateshead 

The Station Hotel (now Station East)  Hills Street Gateshead 

The William IV Inn High Street Gateshead 

Three Tuns Public House Sheriff's Highway Gateshead 

Training Centre (Former Treasurer's Department) Prince Consort Road Gateshead 

War Memorial, Gateshead East Cemetery Cemetery Road Gateshead 

Woodbine Villa Villa Place Gateshead 

Woodside Saltwell Road South Gateshead 

Ye Olde Fleece, 289 & 291 High Street Gateshead 

Greenside Community Centre Lead Road Greenside 

Greenside House Woodside Lane Greenside 

Kyo Hall Farm Kyo Lane Greenside 

St John the Evangelist and Vicarage Woodside Lane Greenside 

West Kyo Farm Bradley Fell Road Greenside 

Heworth War Memorial The Drive Heworth 

Lych Gate - St Mary's Church Shields Road Heworth 

Meldon High Heworth Lane Heworth 

Highburn House, Hylton House & Greystones Highburn Terrace High Heworth 

Beda Lodge Hookergate Lane High Spen 

Collingdon Buildings and Holyoak House Collingdon Road High Spen 

Gate Piers to St Patrick’s Church Lintzford Lane High Spen 

High Spen Primary School Hugar Road High Spen 

Premises of R & O Adamson, 39 Ramsay Street High Spen 

Kibblesworth Village Millennium Centre Grange Terrace Kibblesworth 

Gate Piers adj. Lady Park Lodge Coach Road Lady Park 

Lady Park Lodge Coach Road Lady Park 
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Ravensworth Arms Hotel Greenford Lane Lamesley 

St Andrew's Church Hall Lamesley Cottages Lamesley 

Felling Swimming Baths Cotemede Leam Lane 

St Augustine’s R.C. Church Colegate Leam Lane 

Trench Hall Ravensworth Park Lobley Hill 

  7 Valley Drive Low Fell 

13 Lyndhurst Drive Low Fell 

17 Valley Drive Low Fell 

128 Dryden Road Low Fell 

341 Durham Road Low Fell 

1-4 Primrose Place Low Fell 

  1-10 Belle Vue Terrace Low Fell 

1-10 Carlton Terrace Low Fell 

1, 2 & 3 St Helen's Terrace St Helen's Terrace Low Fell 

10 &12 Belle Vue Bank Low Fell 

1-3 Rosehill Kellfield Avenue Low Fell 

137 - 147 (odd) Kells Lane Low Fell 

165 & 167 Kells Lane Low Fell 

1-6a Albert Drive Low Fell 

180 & 182 Kells Lane Low Fell 

2 & 4 Denewell Avenue Low Fell 

2, 4 & 6 Chowdene Bank Low Fell 

207 - 229 (odd) Kells Lane Low Fell 

21 - 31 (odd) Belle Vue Bank Low Fell 

360-368 (even) Durham Road Low Fell 

545-555 (odd) Durham Road Low Fell 

617-669 (odd) (Victoria Place) Durham Road Low Fell 

8 - 14 (even) Boundary Cottages Chowdene Bank Low Fell 

9 & 11 Station Road Low Fell 

Ashfield House East Park Road Low Fell 

Avenue Green Bowls Pavilion Saltwell Park Low Fell 

Bandstand Saltwell Park Low Fell 

Bar Mondo, 508-514 Durham Road Low Fell 

Bleak House, 35 Belle Vue Bank Low Fell 

Carlton Club Belle Vue Bank Low Fell 

Chowdene Chapel, 660 Durham Road Low Fell 

Chowdene Lodge The Lodges Road Low Fell 

Clarendon House (Fairholme), 361 Durham Road Low Fell 

Dene Lodge Saltwell Park Low Fell 

East Park Lodge East Park Road Low Fell 

Former Co-op, 590-596 Durham Road Low Fell 



 

109  

Gates, Saltwell Park East Park Road / Saltwell Low Fell 

Glenbrooke Chowdene Bank Low Fell 

Grove House East Park Road Low Fell 

Harewood House Saltwell Road South Low Fell 

Kells Lane Primary School Kells Lane Low Fell 

Lyncroft, 1 Alumwell Road Low Fell 

Montana - 21 Lime trees Gardens Low Fell 

Musgrave Lodge, 333 Durham Road Low Fell 

North Dene House Durham Road Low Fell 

St Helen's Church Hall Belle Vue Bank Low Fell 

St Peter's Presbytery, 172 Kells Lane Low Fell 

Stable behind The Aletaster Public House Durham Road Low Fell 

(Former) The Aletaster Public House Durham Road Low Fell 

The Black Horse Public House, 166 Kells Lane Low fell 

The Lodge, Whinney House Durham Road Low Fell 

Tigh-na-glen, Ferndene, Kilcreggan, Woodlands, Hillcrest 
d d l  

 

West Park Road Low Fell 

Underfell Derwent Crook Drive Low Fell 

United Reformed Church Dryden Road Low Fell 

Westmorland House Otterburn Gardens Low Fell 

Ythan Villa The Drive Low Fell 

Former Explosives Store, former Marley Hill Colliery St Cuthberts Road Marley Hill 

Marley Hill Miner's Welfare Hall, Community Centre Church Street Marley Hill 

Former Co-op Building, 255 Shields Road Pelaw 

The Ranch - Pelaw Youth Centre Shields Road Pelaw 

Lockhaugh Farm Lockhaugh Road Rowlands Gill 

Lockhaugh Lodge, 43 Glamis Crescent Rowlands Gill 

Old Lilley Brickworks Lockhaugh Road Rowlands Gill 

Station House Station Lane Rowlands Gill 

1 Whitewell Lane Ryton 

3 Whitewell Lane Ryton 

1-7 South Avenue Ryton 

1 - 5 The Lawns Village East Ryton 

5-6a Elvaston Road Ryton 

Cemetery Walls & Railings, Ryton Cemetery Hexham Old Road Ryton 

Chapel, Ryton Cemetery Hexham Old Road Ryton 

Club House Tyneside Golf Club Westfield Lane Ryton 

Crookhill War Memorial  Stargate Lane Ryton 

Gate Piers to Parkfield Estate Main Road Ryton 

Lodge to Ryton Grove Village East Ryton 

Pinfold Cottage, 5 Village West Ryton 

Rose Lodge Hexham Old Road Ryton 
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Ryton Hotel Main Road Ryton 

Ryton Methodist Church Grange Road Ryton 

South Grange Lane Head Ryton 

13 & 14 Egremont Drive Sheriff Hill 

32-34 Larne Crescent Sheriff Hill 

Hancock Building (former Isolation Wing) ) ,  Q u e e n  
l b h  l  

Queen Elizabeth Avenue Sheriff Hill 

Lilac House Larne Crescent Sheriff Hill 

Premises of Universal Gym & Fitness (former chapel) Sheriff's Highway Sheriff Hill 

1 & 2 White House Stella Road Stella 

Bath House, 25m South of Hall Park Stella 

Boundary Walls, Within Stella Woods, south west of Staith Lane Stella 

The Board Inn Widdrington Terrace Stella 

Hill Head Farmhouse and adjoining farm buildings Pennyfine Road Sunniside 

Crowley Chimney, Premises of Bespoke Concrete Hexham Road Swalwell 

Highlander Public House Front Street Swalwell 

Premises of Comma Print (Former Presbyterian Chapel)  Napier Road Swalwell 

Sands Suspension Bridge Sands Lane Swalwell 

Spencer House (Former Co-op Store) Market Lane Swalwell 

The Sun Inn Market Lane Swalwell 

Former Infirmary of Gateshead Union Workhouse, 
Bensham Hospital 

Fontwell Drive Teams 

Redheugh Boys Club (former Rose St school) Rose Street Teams 

Victoria Methodist Church & Sunday School 
 

 

Victoria Road Teams 

Premises of Loblite 1.60a to d & K82 Third Avenue TVTE 

Premises of Tyneside Safety Glass Co Ltd, I139 Kingsway North TVTE 

St George's Hse, HCS Hse/South Bank Building and 
CentraL Admin Block / Antec House 

Kingsway North TVTE 

The Waggon Team Public House Lobley Hill Road TVTE 

Bridge FEP/69, 50m east of Wardley Drive Wardley 

3, 4 & 5 Jasmine Villas, Front Whickham 

Blackthorn, 5 Front Street Whickham 

Boiler House, Former Dunston Hill Hospital Whickham Highway Whickham 

Council Offices Front Street Whickham 

Gate Piers to Whickham Lodge, 19 & 20 Front Street Whickham 

Pink House, 9 Front Street Whickham 

Spoor Methodist Chapel, adj 84 Front Street Whickham 

The Hermitage Front Street Whickham 

Wesley Community Church, adj 4a Fellside Road Whickham 

1-9 (odd) Commercial Street Winlaton 

6 & 8 Front Street Winlaton 
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Orford House Church Street Winlaton 

School House West Lane Winlaton 

Scotland Head House Scotland Head Winlaton 

St Anne's R.C. Church Half Fields Road Winlaton 

St Paul's Church Hall Scotland Head Winlaton 

The Commercial Public House Commercial Street Winlaton 

The Crown and Cannon Public House Front Street Winlaton 

The Shielling Scotland Head Winlaton 

Tyne View House Tyne Street Winlaton 

West Lane Primary School West Lane Winlaton 

Winlaton War Memorial, St Paul’s Churchyard Scotland Head Winlaton 

Winlaton Mill Post Office, 5a Noel Avenue Winlaton Mill 

81 - 87 (odd) High Street Wrekenton 

Church of St Oswald High Street Wrekenton 

Coach and Horses Public House High Street Wrekenton 

Wrekenton Community Centre High Street Wrekenton 

Kyo Close Crawcrook Wylam 
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Appendix 9a: Registered Historic Park and Gardens 
 

• Bradley Hall (Grade II) 
• Saltwell Park (Grade II) 
• Gibside (Grade I) 

 
 
 
  Appendix 9b: Local List of Parks and Gardens 
 

1. Albert Memorial Park, Albert Drive, Low Fell  
2. Axwell Park Estate, Axwell Park, Blaydon  
3. Bill Quay Park, Station Road, Bill Quay  
4. Birtley Cenotaph and Garden, Durham Road, Birtley  
5. Blaydon Cemetery, Shibdon Road,  Blaydon  
6. Chase Park, Front Street, Whickham  
7. Clara Vale War Memorial Garden, Stannerford Road, Clara Vale  
8. Dunston Hill Estate, Whickham Highway, Dunston  
9. Felling Park, Holly Hill, Felling 
10. Ferndene Park, Main Road, Ryton  
11. Former Bensham Grove Garden, Sidney Grove, Bensham  
12. Former Stella Hall Estate, - Stella  
13. Gateshead East Cemetery, Old Durham Road Gateshead  
14. Gateshead Sculpture Park, Pipewellgate, Gateshead  
15. Grounds of former South, Close Prince Consort Road, Gateshead  
16. Heworth Burn High, Heworth Lane, Heworth  
17. Hodkin Park, Quarry Road and Southway, Gateshead  
18. Ravensworth Estate, - Gateshead  
19. Ryton Cemetery, Hexham Old Road, Ryton  
20. Ryton Grove Garden,s Elvaston Road, Ryton  
21. Ryton Village Green, Village Green, Ryton  
22. Shibdon Dene, Off Shibdon Road, Blaydon  
23. Team Valley Trading Estate 
24. The Hermitage Garden, Front Street, Whickham  
25. Whinney House Gardens, Durham Road, Low Fell  
26. Windmill Hills Town Park, Bensham Road, Gateshead 
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Appendix 10a: Scheduled Monuments 
 

• Newcastle Swing Bridge 
• Enclosures near Damhead Wood, Whickham 
• Ditched enclosures south of North View, Coalburns 
• Dunston Staiths 
• Site of Ravensworth Coalmill, 600m north east of Ravensworth Castle 
• Whinfield coking ovens 
• Coal mining remains at Dunston Hill 
• Motte, 50m north of Holy Cross Church, Ryton  
• Ryton Village Cross 
• Old Hollinside – fortified hall house, Whickham 
• Wardley moated site 
• Washingwells Roman Fort 
• Ravensworth Castle (medieval quadrangular castle) 
• Gibside Hall 
• Winlaton Mill ironworks 
• Bowes Railway 

 
 
Appendix 10b: Historic Battlefields 
 

• Newburn Ford Battlefield
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Appendix 11: Settlement Envelopes 
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Appendix 12: Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
 

• Shibdon Pond SSSI 
• Ryton Willows SSSI 
• Lower Derwent Meadows SSSI 
• Thornley Wood SSSI 
• Strother Hills SSSI 
• Gibside SSSI 
• Ridley Gill SSSI 
• Pockerley Farm Pond SSSI
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Appendix 13: Local Wildlife Sites 

 
Site Name 

 
GAT 

 
Site Name 

 
GAT 

Axwell Park 14 Lands Wood 65 
Barlow Burn East 16 Lillycrook Hill 135 
Barlow Burn West 17 Lintzford Wood 67 
Barlow Gill Wood 122 Lockhaugh Sewage Works 45 
Beda Hills 18 Long Acre Dene 144 
Bill Quay 22 Long Acre Wood 69 
Birtley Northside 26 Lotties Wood 153 
Birtley Union Brickworks 25 Low Guards Wood 0 
Black Burn Meadow 27 Low Thornley Dene 70 
Blaydon Burn 28 Manor Gardens 136 
Blaydon Quarry 112 Milkwellburn Wood 74 
Bog Wood (Clara Vale) 124 Milkwellburn Wood 73 
Bowes Railway Line 24 Mill Bank Wood 71 
Bowes Valley Nature Reserve 149 Mill Wood 72 
Bradley Dene 29 MIllers Wood 146 
Bradley Park 125 Mount Escob 76 
Broomfield Meadow 126 Norwood Nature Park 137 
Buck's Hill Plantation 1 Ousbrough Wood 77 
Burdon Dene 30 Path Head Meadow 78 
Burdon Moor (Blackburn Fell) 127 Path Head Quarry 138 

Burdon Moor 31 Wardley Manor incl. Pelaw Quarry Pond 79 
Cappy Scar 113 Ravensworth Ponds and Wood 82 
Chopwell Bomb Ponds 33 Reeley Mires West Wood 83 
Chopwell East Fields 0 River Derwent 0 
Chopwell Wood 34 River Don 0 
Chopwell Wood Riverside 35 River Team 0 
Cinty Wood East 128 River Team Saltmarsh 85 
Clara Vale Pit Yard 37 River Tyne 0 
Clara Vale Pond 36 River Tyne Tidal Mud 86 
Clinty Wood 114 River Tyne Tidal Mud 87 
Clockburn Dene Wood 38 Ryton Runhead 92 
Clover Hill 39 Ryton Willows 3 
Coal Burn 147 Ryton Woodside 93 
Coalburn Plantation 129 Saltwell Park Lake 152 
Coalburns Wagonway 40 Sheddons Hill 94 
Fell Farm, Coalway, Hazel and Jacky's Plantations  

 

Shibdon Meadow  
 Coopers Wood 115 Shibdon Pond 120 
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Crawcrook Quarry 41 Sled Lane Pond & Crookoe Wood 96 
Crookhill Pasture 42 Snipes Dene Head 148 
Cross Lane Meadows 130 Spen Banks 97 
Damhead Wood 43 Spen Dene 98 
Derwent Bridge Wood 44 Stanleyburn Wood North 99 
Derwent Walk Country Park 2 Stanleyburn Wood South 100 
Dunkirk Farm West 47 Stargate Ponds 101 
Dunkirk Pond 116 Stella and Pathhead Woods 102 
Dunston Hill Pond 48 Stella Lane Pasture 139 
Dunston Pond (Acer Pond) 49 Strother Hills 5 
Eels Wood 117 Strothers Riverside 103 
Felling Shore 51 Sunniside Park 6 
Fellside Pond East 118 Sunniside Wood 104 
Fellside Pond West 52 Swalwell Meadow 105 
Fortune Hill 53 Tanfield Railway Sidings 140 
Friars Goose 0 Team Colliery 0 
Gaurds Wood 55 The Folly 0 
Guards Farm Meadows 143 Tidal River Derwent 84 
Hagg Hill 10 Tongue Burn Wood 106 
Hagg Hill Wood 56 Twenty Pound Close 0 
Hagg Wood and Mitcheson's Gill 57 Urpeth Bottoms 107 
Halliwell Dene 58 Victoria Garesfield 7 
Hedgefield Quarry 59 Washingwell Wood 8 
Hedley Hall Wood 131 Watergate Forest Park Lake 141 
Holburn Dene 91 West Kyo Farm 0 
Hollinhill Wood 60 West Wood, Gibside 109 
Horsegate Paddock 132 Westfield Pasture 121 
Huntley Gill 61 Whitehills 123 
Image Hill 63 Whickham Thorns 142 
Kittiwake Tower 134 Windy Nook Nature Park 110 
Lamesley Meadows 75 Wylam Riverside 111 
Lamesley  Reedbed 145  
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Appendix 14: Local Nature Reserves 
 

• Windy Nook Nature Park 
• Dunston Pond 
• Clara Vale 
• Cross Lane Meadows 
• Shibdon Pond 
• Pelaw Quarry Pond 
• Ryton Willows 
• Stargate Ponds & Bewes Hill 
• Blaydon Burn incl. Blaydon Bank Quarry 
• Watergate Forest Park incl. Washingwell Wood and Buck’s Hill Plantation 
• Strother Hills & Victoria Garesfield 
• Norwood Nature Park 
• The Kittiwake Tower 

 
 
Appendix 15: Protected Species (for full details refer to primary legislation) 

 
• bats, all species (European Protected Species) 
• great crested newt (European Protected Species) 
• otter (European Protected Species) 
• dormouse (European Protected Species) 
• birds - all wild birds, their nest and eggs (subject to exemptions) 
• birds – listed under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 
• red squirrel 
• water vole 
• reptiles 
• amphibians (other than great crested newt) 
• badger 
• pine marten 
• polecat 
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Appendix 16: Priority Habitats and Species for Durham (i.e. Vice County 66) 
Wetland habitats 

• Ponds, lakes and reservoirs 
• Lowland fern (reedbed, lowland fen 

habitats) 
• Rivers and streams 

Lowland habitats 
• Brownfield sites 
• Built structures 
• Coastal habitats (maritime grassland, 

coastal soft cliffs and slopes, strandline) 
• Lowland heath (acid grassland) 
• Lowland meadows and pasture 
• Magnesian limestone grassland (CG8 

grassland) 
• Transport corridors 
• Waxcap grassland 

Birds 
• Barn owl 
• Coastal birds (roseate tern, little tern, 

sanderling, purple sandpiper, dunlin, 
redshank, lapwing, curlew, avocet, 
cormorant, fulmar, golden plover, 
kittiwake, razorbill, ringed plover, 
shelduck, turnstone) 

• Farmland birds (corn bunting, linnet, tree 
sparrow, skylark, reed bunting, yellow 
wagtail, lapwing, curlew, snipe, redshank, 
peregrine, cuckoo, grasshopper warbler, 
grey partridge, kestrel, mistle thrush, 
swallow, ye l lowhammer) 

• Nightjar 
• Spotter flycatcher 
• Upland birds (black grouse, hen harrier, 

merlin, yellow wagtail, curlew, snipe, 
redshank, lapwing, golden plover) 

• Urban and garden birds (house sparrow, 
starling, song thrush, house martin, swift) 

• Pond, lakes and Reservoirs (black-necked 
grebe, little ringed plover, pochard) 

• Lowland fen (reed bunting, bittern) 
• Rivers and streams (grey wagtail) 
• Woodland and scrub (spotted flycatcher, 

marsh tit, lesser redpoll, pied flycatcher, red 
kite, tree pipit, willow warbler, willow tit, 
woodcock) 

Fish 
• Freshwater fish (eel, salmon, wild brown 

trout) 
• River and sea lamprey  

Herptiles 
• Grass snake 
• Great crested newt 
• Reptiles (adder, common lizard, slow 

worm) 
Invertebrates 

• Chalk carpet moth 
• Cistus forester 
• Dark green fritillary 
• Dingy skipper 
• Glow worm 
• Grayling 
• Green hairstreak 
• Least minor moth 
• Mud snail 
• Northern brown argus 
• Small pearl-bordered fritillary 
• White-clawed crayfish 
• White-letter hairstreak 

Mammals 
• Badger 
• Bats 
• Brown hare 
• Dormouse 
• Harvest mouse 
• Hedgehog 
• Otter 
• Pine marten 
• Polecat 
• Red squirrel 
• Water vole 
• Water shrew 

Plants 
• Black poplar 
• Juniper 
• Pale bristle-moss 
• Yellow marsh saxifrage 

Woodland habitats 
• Native hedgerows 
• Veteran trees, parkland and wood pasture 
• Woodland and scrub (ancient semi-natural 

woodland including Planted Ancient 
Woodland Sites and Restored Native 
Woodland on Ancient Sites, other 
broadleaved woodland, wet woodland, 
scrub) 



 

127  

Appendix 17: List of Supplementary Planning Documents and Interim Planning Advice 
 

• Hot Food Takeaway SPD 
 

• Gateshead Residential Design Code SPD 
 

• Coatsworth Road Conservation Area SPD 
 

• Exemplar Neighbourhood SPD 
 

• Gateshead Placemaking SPD 
 

• Householder Alterations & Extensions SPD 
 

• Planning Obligations SPD 
 
 

IPA 4 - Tyne Gorge Study (1.2Mb) 
 

IPA 17 - Conservation Area Character Statements (8.1Mb) 
 

SPG 4: Children’s Play Area Standards excerpts (64Kb) 
 

SPG 5: Provision of Open Space and Landscaping in New Developments excerpts (63Kb) 
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Appendix 18: Open Space Standards 
 
 

 Quality Accessibility Quantity 

Pu
bl

ic
 o

pe
n 

sp
ac

e 

Large open spaces (sites 
of more than 1ha in 
size) 

High quality: attain a 
score of 53% or more 

 
Low quality: attain a 
score lower than 38% 

At least one area of 
public open space can be 
accessed within 500m 
(straight-line distance) of 
all homes 

Minimum of 
1.99ha per 
1,000 residents 

Small open spaces (sites 
of between 0.05ha and 
1ha in size) 

High quality: attain a 
score of 48% or more 

 
Low quality: attain a 
score lower than 40% 

 Facilities for children 
and young people 

High quality: attain a score of 
54% or more 

 
Low quality: attain a score 
lower than 49% 

At least one play facility 
can be accessed within 
500m (straight-line 
distance) of all homes 

Minimum of 0.07ha 
per 1,000 residents 

Open space (combined) Apply the relevant standards 
set out above 

Apply the relevant 
standards set out above 

Minimum of 2.06ha 
per 1,000 residents 

 

 

Gateshead’s Open Space Assessment (OSA) provides an up-to-date assessment of the needs for, and supply 
of open space in Gateshead, and uses this information to determine the recommended minimum open space 
standards that are presented in this Appendix.  The minimum open space standards will be applied to 
development proposals that relate to the provision and/or protection of open spaces through policies 
MSGP39 and MSGP40.  The application of these standards is intended to establish a balanced approach to 
understanding the value of, and need for, open space sites which considers the quantity, accessibility and 
quality of open space, avoiding excessive emphasis on one measure of provision. 

 
The OSA provides a quality scoring matrix, with the appraisal criteria informed by the assessment of residents’ 
needs, which should be used by applicants when assessing the quality of specific open space sites.  When 
considering the quantity of existing open space provision, regard will be given to the quantitative assessment 
provided in the OSA, which measures the quantity (area) of open space identified in each ward, set against 
the estimated size of the ward’s residential population to determine the amount of open space against the 
standard of 2.06ha per 1,000 residents. 
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Appendix 19: Policy review (Schedule of UDP policies superseded) 
 

Policy 
number 

Policy Subject Superseded by 

Introduction and General Development Policies 

DC1 c Landform, landscape and after use MSGP 32, 33, 36 

DC1 d Protected species MSGP 36, 37 

DC1 e Planting and screening MSGP 17, 24, 32 

DC1 g Energy conservation and efficiency and sustainable building   CSUCP CS16 

DC1 h Pollution MSGP 17, 18, 19, 20, 30 

DC1 j Substrata drainage and water quality MSGP 30, 44  

DC1 l Waste management National Planning Policy for 
Waste, CSUCP CS21 
 
 

DC1 m Recycling MSGP 48 

DC1 p Contamination, derelict land, hazards and ground stability MSGP 20 

DC2 Residential amenity MSGP 17 

PO2 Targeted Employment and Training Obligations and 
Agreements (part only relating to sustainable 
construction of delivery materials) 
 

MSGP 14, 15, CSUCP CS13 

MU3 Fife Engineering, Long Rigg Site to be deallocated on 
the basis of flood risk and 
contamination 
c o n s t r a i n t s  

MU4 Derwentwater Road, Teams Site is being developed 

MU10 Grange Road, Ryton Unimplemented and 
allocation no longer 
needed 

MU14 Gateshead College, Durham Road Site is being developed 

MU15 Former Auction Mart Site, Crawcrook Site has been developed 

MU16 South of Pelaw Way Allocation no longer needed 
- land unsuitable for housing 
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MU17 South of Pelaw Metro Station Part already developed – 
remainder covered by 
proposed housing allocation 
MSGP 10.130 
 MU21 Gateshead Stadium 

 
  

Allocation not needed – the 
whole approach to 
Gateshead Stadium is under 
review.  

MU22 Bill Quay Riverside Site to be deallocated on 
the basis of flood risk 
constraints 

Jobs Employment and Economy 

JE1 Primary Employment Areas) MSGP 2, 3, 4 

JE2 Provision of Employment Land MSGP 1 

JE3 Secondary Employment Areas MSGP 3, 4 

JE4 Sustainable Economic Development MSGP 2, 3 CSUCP CS6, CS7 
and NPPF 
 JE5 Tourism Development Policy not covered by 
NPPF/PPG and CSUCP CS8 

JE6 Freight and Rail Freight Developments MSGP 5 

Housing 

H1 Rate of Housing Provision MSGP 9, CSUCP CS10 

H2 Five-Year Supply Figures MSGP 9, CSUCP CS10 

H3 Sites for New Housing MSGP 9 

H4 Windfall and Small Housing Sites (parts only) Covered by NPPF 

H5 Housing Choice MSGP 11, CSUCP CS11 

H9 Lifetime Homes MSGP 10 

H10 Wheelchair Housing MSGP 10 

H12 Density NPPF (paras 122 and 123) 
 

H13 Local Open Space in Housing Developments MSGP 40 

H14 Neighbourhood Open Spaces in New Housing Development MSGP 40 

H15 Play Areas in Housing Developments MSGP 40 
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Transport 
 
T1 Requirements for New Developments MSGP 14, 15, CSUCP CS13 

T6 River Tyne Corridor MSGP 38 

T7 Public Transport MSGP 15, 16 

T12 Park and Ride MSGP16 

T16 Blaydon Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge Only referred to in CSUCP para 
11.15; scheme yet to 
materialise and no 
corresponding MSGP policy 
required. 

Retail and Commercial Leisure 

RCL5 District and Local Centres MSGP 6, 7, CSUCP CS7 

RCL6 Food and Drink Uses MSGP 4, 6, CSUCP CS7 

RCL10 Retailing in Neighbourhoods and Rural Areas Covered in part by CSUCP Policy 
CS7 (2) and MSGP 6 

The Environment 

ENV3 Character and Design MSGP 24, CSUCP CS15 

ENV7 Development within Conservation Areas MSGP 25 

ENV8 Demolition within Conservation Areas MSGP 25 

ENV9 Setting of Conservation Areas MSGP 25 

ENV10 Development in Gardens and Grounds in 
Conservation Areas 

MSGP25 

ENV11 Listed Buildings MSGP 25 

ENV12 Demolition of Listed Buildings MSGP 25 

ENV14 Historic Parks and Gardens MSGP25 

ENV15 Gibside MSGP 26 

ENV16 Ravensworth Castle MSGP 26 

ENV18 Locally Listed Buildings MSGP 25 

ENV19 Locally Listed Parks and Gardens MSGP 25 
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ENV21 Sites and Areas of Archaeological Importance MSGP 27 

ENV22 Sites and Areas of Archaeological Importance MSGP 27 

ENV23 Building Recording 
 
  

MSGP 25, 27 

ENV24 Newburn Ford Battlefield MSGP 26 

ENV25 Areas of Special Character MSGP 23 

ENV27 Greening the Urban Area MSGP 32 

ENV29 Open Space in Retail and Employment Use Developments Policy is now superfluous 

ENV38 Washed-Over Settlements within The Green Belt MSGP 34 

ENV42 Re-Use of Rural Buildings Covered partially by NPPF 

ENV44 Woodland, Tree and Hedgerow Protection Enhancement MSGP36 

ENV45 The Great North Forest  Policy is now superfluous  

ENV46 Nature Conservation - The Durham Biodiversity Action Plan MSGP 37, CSUCP CS18 

ENV47 Wildlife Habitats MSGP 37, CSUCP CS18 

ENV48 Sites of Special Scientific Interest MSGP 37, CSUCP CS18 

ENV49 Sites of Nature Conservation Importance MSGP 37, CSUCP CS18 

ENV50 Local Nature Reserves MSGP 37, CSUCP CS18 

ENV51 Wildlife Corridors MSPG 32, 37, CSUCP CS18 

ENV54 Land Affected by Contamination - applications MSGP 20 

ENV55 Development Causing Contamination MSGP 20 

ENV56 Derelict Land Partially covered by CSUCP 
policy CS14 - and in part is now 
superfluous as site at Marley 
Hill no longer considered a 
major derelict site. 

ENV58 Hazardous Installations Consultation Zones MSGP 21 

ENV61 New Noise-Generating Developments - 
General Development 

MSGP 18 

ENV62 Minerals and Waste Development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MSGP 44, 45 
 
 
 

Community Facilities and Recreation 
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CFR1 Sites for Replacement Schools (part only) Site specific policy no longer 
needed 

CFR2 New Primary School Complex at Highfield MSGP 41 

CFR3 General Locations For New Schools Site specific policy no longer 
needed  
 CFR5 Loss of School Playing Fields to Development MSGP 39 

CFR6 Jewish and Other Minority Group Education MSGP 42 

CFR8 Social Services Site specific policy no 
longer needed 

CFR9 Health Care Facilities Site specific policy no 
longer needed 

CFR11 Community Centres Site specific policy no longer 
needed 
 

CFR13 Indoor Recreation - District Sports Halls Site specific policy  
no longer needed 

CFR14 Outdoor Sports Facilities - Football MSGP 39, 40 

CFR15 Cricket, Rugby and Hockey MSGP 39, 40 

CFR17 Retention of Facilities MSGP 39 

CFR18 Former Saltwell School Site Site specific policy no longer 
needed 

CFR20 Local Open Space MSGP 39, 40 

CFR21 Neighbourhood Open Spaces MSGP 39, 40 

CFR22 Area Parks MSGP 39, 40 

CFR23 Protecting and Improving Existing Open Space MSGP 39, MSGP 40 

CFR25 Countryside Recreation MSGP 35 

CFR26 Accessible Natural Greenspace MSGP 39 

CFR27 Allotments MSGP 39 

CFR28 Toddlers' Play Areas MSGP 39, 40 

CFR29 Juniors' Play Areas MSGP 39, 40 
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CFR30 Teenagers' Recreation Areas MSGP 39, 40 

Minerals, Waste Management and Renewable Energy 

MWR2 Environmental Impact MSGP 44 

MWR3 Five Year Rule MSGP 44 

MWR8 Unacceptable Areas of Working MSGP 44, NPPF (paras 204-205) 

MWR10 Marine-Won Sand and Gravel MSGP 49 

MWR11 Use of Alternative Materials - Site Specific Levels Policy is little used and now 
repeats what is set out in the 
NPPG Paragraph: 049 Reference 
ID:  28-049-20141016 

MWR13 Brick Clay MSGP 50, CSUCP CS20 

MWR18 Existing Facilities - Landfill MSGP 46 

MWR19 Further Landfill Sites MSGP 46 

MWR20 Landfill Location Policy MSGP 46 

MWR21 Agricultural Tipping In part by MSGP 46 

MWR22 Waste Management Facilities MSGP 47 

MWR23 Integrated Network MSGP 47 

MWR24 Waste Facilities in the Green Belt National Planning Policy for 
Waste 

MWR25 Incineration, Baling and Transfer Stations MSGP 44, 47 

MWR26 Recycling MSGP 44, 47, 48 

MWR28 Provision of Facilities in New Developments MSGP 48 

MWR31 Renewable Energy Generation MSGP 28 

MWR32 Onshore Wind Resources MSGP 28 

MWR33 Renewable Energy Generation from Biomass and Waste MSGP 28 

MWR34 Hydro-Power MSGP 28 

MWR35 Micro-Renewables, Energy Efficiency and 
Sustainable Design 

CSUCP CS16 
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Appendix 20: Monitoring Framework 
 
Monitoring is a fundamental element of an effective plan-led system that delivers the objectives set out 
in Gateshead’s Local Plan. Appendix 3 of the CSUCP provides a monitoring framework jointly applied by 
Gateshead Council and Newcastle City Council to monitor the policies of the CSUCP, in addition to the 
plan’s Strategic Objectives, and Sustainability Objectives (established within the Sustainability Appraisal).  
The CSUCP monitoring framework provides a comprehensive framework of 52 indicators which monitor 
the implementation and efficacy of Local Plan policies contained within the CSUCP. 
 
As set out in chapter 2 of MSGP, while the CSUCP established the strategic planning framework that will 
guide development in Gateshead and Newcastle (providing parts one and two of Gateshead’s Local Plan), 
MSGP (part three of the Local Plan) provides detailed policies on a range of issues in Gateshead, along 
with site-specific allocations.  MSGP therefore introduces new policy elements that add detail to the 
principles established in the CSUCP, and it is necessary to monitor the implementation and efficacy of 
these additional policies. 
 
It is important to note that the CSUCP monitoring framework established indicators that provide an 
effective basis for assessing a broad range of socio-economic and land-use issues, and in this respect, 
many of the issues raised within MSGP policies can be appropriately monitored using indicators already 
established within the CSUCP.  In addition, many MSGP policies provide additional detail to principles 
established within CSUCP policies, and those policy areas are often appropriately monitored through 
indicators already established within the CSUCP.  Table 2 therefore sets out indicators which monitor 
those elements of MSGP policies which are not capable of being monitored through the application of 
indicators set out in the CSUCP monitoring framework.  For this reason, it is important that the indicators 
in Table 2 are read in conjunction with the indicators set out in the CSUCP monitoring framework. 
 
The suite of indicators set out in Table 2 of this Appendix, in combination with the indicators of the CSUCP 
Monitoring Framework, will be used to monitor the implementation and efficacy of Local Plan policies in 
Gateshead’s Annual Monitoring Report (AMR).   The AMR provides a thorough and regularly updated set 
of information on development activity and socio-economic trends in Gateshead. 
 
Table 1 sets out the trigger points and potential remedial actions that will be taken into account when 
reviewing policies in the Local Plan.  Table 1 also identifies which indicators will be used to monitor policies 
in MSGP.  It should be noted that several MSGP policies relate to detailed requirements, and/or to specific 
site allocations.  These policies include those which relate to a small number of developments in 
Gateshead, or have regard to the development of specific sites which may only come forward towards 
the end of the Plan period.  Such policies would therefore not be readily compatible with a monitoring 
approach which uses quantitative measures of performance or trends set against indicators reported on 
a frequent (annual) basis in the AMR.  Accordingly, table 1 identifies the mechanisms, in addition (or as 
an alternative) to the indicators in the monitoring framework, that will be used to monitor the 
implementation and effectiveness of more detailed or site-specific policies.  These mechanisms can 
include evidence gathered through updates to evidence base documents/delivery plans.  Where policies 
allocate or safeguard specific sites, the review of Local Plan policies2 provides an appropriate opportunity 
to present an update on any relevant development proposals, commencements or completions.  

 
2 Paragraph 33 of the NPPF requires Local Plans to be reviewed at least every five years. 
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Table 1: Trigger Points and Potential Remedial Actions 
MSGP Policy MSGP1 – Employment Land Supply 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 8, 9 
MSGP 1, 2 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Supply of immediately available employment land falls below target set out in 
MSGP1 

• Evidence of increased demand for employment land (e.g. significant and 
sustained increase in employment land take-up) indicates that current targets 
do not appropriately reflect need 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Review of availability of employment land (through update to HELAA / ELR) 
• Potential update of the Plan 

  
MSGP Policy MSGP2 – Key Employment Areas 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 8, 9 
MSGP 1, 2 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant and sustained loss of employment land in Key Employment Areas to 
non-employment uses 

• Shortage of available employment land within Key Employment Areas 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Review of availability of employment land (through update to HELAA / ELR) 
• Assessment of additional support that could be given to assist economic 

development in Gateshead 
• Review of Key Employment Area boundaries 
• Potential update of the Plan 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP3 – Other Employment Areas 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 8, 9 
MSGP 1, 2 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant and sustained loss of employment land in Main Employment Areas 
and Local Employment Areas to non-employment uses 

• Shortage of available employment land within Key Employment Areas 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Review of availability of employment land (through update to HELAA / ELR) 
• Assessment of additional support that could be given to assist economic 

development in Gateshead 
• Review of Employment Area boundaries 
• Potential update of the Plan 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP4 – Loss of Employment Land 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 8, 9 

MSGP 2 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant and sustained loss of employment land to non-employment uses 

Potential • Assessment of additional support that could be given to assist economic 
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Remedial Action development in Gateshead 
• Review of Employment Area boundaries 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP5 – Tyne Marshalling Yard 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 47 
MSGP  

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence of demand for rail-related development at Tyne Marshalling Yard  

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Review of Employment land allocations  
 

 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP6 – Retail and Other Uses in Centres 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 10, 11 

MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Retail developments are not in keeping with the retail hierarchy 
• Significant decline in the vitality and viability of centres 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identification of reasons for development being approved that is not in 
keeping with the retail hierarchy 

• Update of evidence base and potential review of retail hierarchy 
• Review / support initiatives to encourage vitality of centres 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP7 – Retail and Leisure Impact Assessment 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 10, 11, 12 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• A significant number of retail and leisure developments are not in keeping with 
the retail hierarchy 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for development being approved that is not in keeping with 
the retail hierarchy 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP8– Digital Infrastructure 

Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP N/A 

MSGP 3 

Trigger for 
Remedial 
Action 

• New developments failing to integrate necessary physical infrastructure to enable 
access to information and digital communication networks 

Potential 
Remedial 
Action 

• Explore / support initiatives to improve digital communication networks 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP 9 – Housing Sites Allocation 
Monitored by CSUCP 18, 19 
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framework 
number 

MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Unable to demonstrate a five-year supply of deliverable housing sites 
• Delivery of new homes is significantly and persistently below the target set in 

policy CS10 
• Ongoing failure to meet the minimum performance threshold of the Housing 

Delivery Test 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify opportunities to increase delivery of new housing (through housing 
delivery action plan) 

• Potential update of the Plan, exploring potential alternative housing site 
allocations 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP10 – Accessible and Adaptable Dwellings 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 17 
MSGP 4 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Provision of adaptable and accessible dwellings is significantly below target set 
in MSGP10 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify and address reasons for under-provision of adaptable and accessible 
housing 
 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP11 – Housing for Specific Groups 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP -  
MSGP 5 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence (through a SHMA) that the range of housing options being provided 
in Gateshead is below identified needs 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify (funding) opportunities to support provision of new specialist and 
supported housing, sheltered housing and extra care accommodation 
 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP12 – Housing Space Standards 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP - 
MSGP 6 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant proportion of new housing across a range of development sites fails 
to meet NDSS 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify and address reasons for failure of new housing provision to meet NDSS 
• Consider appropriateness of combined obligations placed upon new 

development 
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MSGP Policy MSGP13 – Student Housing Schemes 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 18 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• New student housing schemes are provided in locations that do not meet the 
criteria set out in MSGP13 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for failure to meet requirements of MSGP13 
• Review approach to provision of student housing (consider allocating specific 

sites) 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP14 – Mitigating Impacts of Development on the Transport Network 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 21, 23, 24 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant increase in traffic flows 
• Travel Plans are not provided on a significant number of new developments 

where they would be appropriate. 
• Significant amount of new development is not within 30 minutes public 

transport travel time of facilities and services 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify and address reasons for increase in traffic flows 
• Consider revising site allocations in an update to the Plan to encourage more 

sustainable patterns of development 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP15 – Transport Aspects of the Design of New Development 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 21, 23, 24, 26 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant increase in traffic flows 
• Significant amount of new development is not within 30 minutes public 

transport travel time of facilities and services 
• Evidence that a significant number of permitted developments have not 

provided parking in accordance with the requirements of MSGP15 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify and address reasons for increase in traffic flows 
• Identify why parking requirements have not been adhered to 
• Explore opportunities to improve provision of sustainable transport options 
• Consider revising site allocations in an update to the Plan to encourage more 

sustainable patterns of development 
• Consider review of parking standards  

 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP16 – Safeguarded Land for Transport Improvements 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – this policy relates to the safeguarding of specific sites.  The policy can be 
effectively monitored through a narrative-based appraisal of the implementation 
of transport improvement schemes 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Approval for development that would risk the successful provision of one or 
more transport improvement scheme 
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Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Explore (funding) opportunities to implement transport improvement schemes 
• Engage with neighbouring areas and relevant transport bodies to bring forward 

identified schemes, or explore opportunities for alternatives 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP17 – Residential Amenity 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 32 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant number of new schemes perform poorly against housing scheme 
audit criteria 

• Significant worsening of a range of health and other socio-economic indicators 
associated with the quality of housing and the environment 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for poor quality development 
• Review combination of policy requirements placed upon new development to 

assess whether revisions could improve the quality of new development 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP18 – Noise 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – There is potential to monitor noise complaints, but they may relate to 
existing developments, rather than those where planning permission has recently 
been granted. 
 
Council Environmental Health Officers will determine whether the policy remains 
appropriate (enables the Council to meet its statutory obligations) on an ongoing 
basis, based on evidence from recent proposals. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant number of new developments generate an unacceptable level of 
noise 

• Significant amount of noise-sensitive development is in inappropriate locations 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for unacceptable noise levels (likely to be on a case-specific 
basis, led by Environmental Health Officers), and consider whether and how 
the planning process can address this 

• Potential review of policy approach 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP19 – Air Quality 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 31 
Council Environmental Health Officers will determine whether the policy remains 
appropriate (enables the Council to meet its statutory obligations) on an ongoing 
basis, based on evidence from development proposals. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant decline in air quality 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for reduction in air quality and consider whether and how the 
planning process can address this 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP20 – Land Contamination and Land Instability 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 44 
This policy does not relate to specific target(s). 
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The Council’s Contaminated Land officer will determine whether the policy remains 
appropriate (enables the Council to meet its statutory obligations) on an ongoing 
basis, based on evidence from development proposals. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence of development causing significant contamination (case-specific 
basis) 

• Development infringing the requirements of MSGP20.2 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Consider whether any amendments to policy are required to enable the Council 
to meet its statutory obligations 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP21 – Hazardous Installations 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

This policy does not relate to specific target(s). 
 
The Council, in consultation with the Health and Safety Executive, will determine 
whether the policy remains appropriate (enables the Council to meet its statutory 
obligations) on an ongoing basis, based on evidence from development proposals. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Development permitted contrary to Health and Safety Executive advice 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify and address reasons for permission being granted contrary to Health 
and Safety Executive advice 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP22- Aircraft Safety 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP - 
MSGP 7 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Inappropriate development affecting the operational integrity of the airport 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Review the objectives of the policy in partnership with key external 
stakeholders 

 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP23– Areas of Special Character 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 32 
 MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Development having a significant adverse impact on Area(s) of Special 
Character 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Review area designations 
• Review the plan’s allocations to minimise potential for negative impact on 

Areas of Special Character 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP24 – Design Quality 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 32 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant decline in quality of completed development 
• Significant adverse visual impact in locations identified in MSGP24.2 
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Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify and address reasons for poor quality of completed development 
• Potential review of the policy’s requirements in the context of other 

requirements placed upon new development 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP25 – Conservation and Enhancement of Heritage Assets 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 33 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant increase in the loss of, or damage to, heritage assets 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify and address reasons for increase in damage to, or loss of, heritage 
assets 

• Potential review of the policy’s requirements in the context of other 
requirements placed upon new development 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP26 – Heritage at Risk 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 33 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant increase in the loss of, or damage to, heritage assets 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify and address reasons for increase in damage to, or loss of heritage 
assets 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP27 – Archaeology 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 33 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant increase in the loss of, or damage to, heritage assets 
• Development activity has an adverse impact on archaeological remains 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify and address reasons for increase in damage to, or loss of heritage 
assets 

• Identify and address reasons for impact on archaeological remains 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP28 – Renewable and Low Carbon Energy 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 36 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Approved development has a significant adverse impact on criteria set out in 
policy MSGP28 
 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Potential review of the policy’s requirements 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP29 – Flood Risk Management 
Monitored by CSUCP 39, 40, 41 
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framework 
number 

MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence of one or more planning permissions granted contrary to 
Environment Agency advice 

• Significant number of new developments at risk from flooding as indicated by 
the SFRA 

• Significant number of qualifying developments do not incorporate SuDS 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for underperformance / under-delivery 
• Potential review of the policy’s requirements in the context of other 

requirements placed upon new development 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP30 – Water Quality and River Environments 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 39, 40, 41, 44 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant decline in water quality 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for decline in water quality 
• Potential review of the policy’s requirements 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP31 – Green Infrastructure and Flood Management Schemes 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – this policy relates to the safeguarding of specific sites.  The policy can be 
effectively monitored through a narrative-based appraisal of the implementation 
of schemes specified in the policy 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Approval for development that would risk the successful provision of one or 
more GI / flood management scheme improvement scheme 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Explore (funding) opportunities to support implementation of schemes 
• Explore the potential opportunities for alternative Green Infrastructure and 

floor risk management schemes at the River Team Catchment, River Derwent 
Catchment and River Don Catchment, as appropriate. 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP32 – Maintaining, Protecting, and Enhancing Green Infrastructure 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 42, 45 
The Council will determine whether the policy remains appropriate on an ongoing 
basis, using evidence gathered through updates to the GI Delivery Plan and Open 
Space Assessment. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant adverse impacts on areas of ecological importance or recreational 
value  

• Evidence of significant adverse impacts on other GI assets  
• Failure to deliver projects set out in the GI Delivery Plan to anticipated 

timescales 
• Approval of development that would prevent improvement of opportunity 

areas. 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for development causing adverse impacts on areas of 
ecological importance and other GI assets 

• Identify (funding) opportunities to deliver improvements to the GI network and 



 

144  

/ or assets 
• Potential review of the policy’s requirements in the context of other 

requirements placed upon new development 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP33 – Countryside and Landscape Protection 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

This policy seeks to prevent inappropriate development and does not relate to 
specific target(s) that would allow a quantifiable measure. 
 
The Council will determine whether the policy remains appropriate on an ongoing 
basis, based on evidence from specific development proposals, and through any 
future assessment of landscape character. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence that approved development would have / has had a significant 
adverse impact on the characteristics set out in policy MSGP33. 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Potential review of implementation of development on allocated sites, 
particularly with regard to the scale/massing/density of development, to 
inform the review of this policy, and the Council’s approach to assessing the 
suitability of potential development sites 

• Examine reasons why approvals have not taken sufficient account of the 
provisions of the policy and consider altering the policy if necessary 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP34 – Development in Settlements within the Green Belt 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 46, 47 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence that development in accordance with the policy has harmed the 
Green Belt 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Potential review of the policy 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP35 – Proposed Wardley Manor Country Park 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – this policy relates to the safeguarding of specific land.  The policy can be 
effectively monitored through a narrative-based appraisal of the implementation 
of the Wardley Manor Country Park  

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Approval for development that would prevent the creation of the proposed 
country park 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Potential review of the relevance or geographical extent of the policy 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP36 – Woodland, Trees and Hedgerows 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 42, 45 
The Council will determine whether the policy remains appropriate on an ongoing 
basis, using evidence gathered through updates to the GI Delivery Plan 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant adverse impacts on woodland, trees or hedgerows   

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for development causing adverse impacts 
• Identify (funding) opportunities to safeguard, or deliver improvements to the 
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woodland, trees or hedgerows 
• Potential review of the policy’s requirements in the context of other 

requirements placed upon new development 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP37 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 42 

The Council will determine whether the policy approach remains appropriate on an 
ongoing basis, using evidence gathered through updates to the Green 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan, and any future update to the Green Infrastructure 
Strategy 
 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Loss or reduction in area of designated sites 
• Change in condition of designated sites 
• Significant adverse impacts on areas of ecological importance 
• Evidence of significant adverse impacts on other Green Infrastructure assets  

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for development causing adverse impacts on designated sites 
and/or other Green Infrastructure assets 

• Identify (funding) opportunities to safeguard, or deliver improvements to areas 
of geological or ecological importance and other Green Infrastructure assets 

• Potential review of the policy’s requirements in the context of other 
requirements placed upon new development 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP38 – The River Tyne 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – this policy relates to the safeguarding and enhancement of the River Tyne, 
its banks and tributaries.  The policy can be effectively monitored through ongoing 
review of the Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence of development that has had, or would cause damage to the River 
Tyne, and/or its banks and tributaries 

• Failure to provide a recreational route along the south bank of the River Tyne, 
despite it being appropriate to do so as part of new development. 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for development causing damage to the River Tyne 
• Potential review of the policy’s requirements in the context of other 

requirements placed upon new development 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP39 – Protecting Valuable Open Space, Sports and Recreation Facilities 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 45 
This policy relates to the protection of areas of open space, while providing a 
mechanism to assess proposals for development of surplus open space land.  It can 
appropriately be monitored through updates to the Open Space Assessment. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant reduction in residents’ satisfaction with open space 
• Significant reduction in the quantity and/or accessibility of open space in 

Gateshead 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for development adversely affecting open space 
• Review the operations, thresholds and standards of the criteria-based 

approach set out in policy MSGP39 
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MSGP Policy MSGP40 – Providing and Enhancing Open Space, Sports and Recreation Facilities 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 45 
This policy can effectively be monitored through updates to the Open Space 
Assessment. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant reduction in residents’ satisfaction with open space 
• Significant reduction in the quantity and/or accessibility of open space in 

Gateshead 
• Failure to provide open space on a significant number of developments where 

it would be appropriate to do so. 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Review the operation, thresholds and standards of the criteria-based approach 
set out in policy MSGP40 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP41 – Highfield Schools Site 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – this policy relates to the safeguarding of specific land.  The policy can be 
effectively monitored through a narrative-based appraisal of the site’s use. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• The site is developed for non-educational use(s) that do not serve a community 
use or open space / sports facility function 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify why the requirements of this policy have not been adhered to 
• Potential review of the relevance of the policy 

 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP42 – Jewish and Other Minority Group Community Facilities 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – the policy does not relate to specific targets that would allow a quantifiable 
measure.  The policy can be effectively monitored through a narrative-based 
review of relevant developments and proposals 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence that the needs of Jewish and other minority group communities are 
not being met 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Potential to review whether the content of the policy reflects evidence of 
Jewish and other minority community needs 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP43 – Health Care Facilities 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – this policy relates to the allocation of specific land.  The policy can be 
effectively monitored through a narrative-based appraisal of the site’s use. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• The site is developed for non-healthcare use(s) 
• There is no evidence of demand for a new health care facility in this location 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify why the requirements of this policy have not been adhered to 
• Potential review of the relevance of the policy 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP44 – Environmental Impacts – Minerals and Waste 
Monitored by CSUCP 33, 42, 44, 48 
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framework 
number 

Council Environmental Health Officers will determine whether the policy remains 
appropriate (enables the Council to meet its statutory obligations) on an ongoing 
basis. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence that approved development associated with minerals extraction or 
waste management will have or has had an adverse impact on the receptors 
set out in MSGP44.1 

• Approved development would infringe the other requirements of MSGP44 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify why the requirements of MSGP44 have not been adhered to 
• Potential review of the policy’s requirements 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP45 – Minerals and Waste Development: Noise 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – There is potential to monitor noise complaints, but they may relate to 
existing developments, rather than those where planning permission has recently 
been granted. 
 
Council Environmental Health Officers will advise whether the policy remains 
appropriate (enables the Council to meet its statutory obligations) on an ongoing 
basis, based on evidence from recent proposals. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• New minerals and waste developments generate an unacceptable level of 
noise 

• Noise-sensitive development is approved in inappropriate locations 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify reasons for unacceptable noise levels (likely to be on a case-specific 
basis, led by Environmental Health Officers), and consider whether and how 
the planning process can address this 

• Potential review of policy approach 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP46 – Quarry Reclamation and Restoration 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 44, 48, 49, 50 
This policy relates to the allocation of specific sites.  The policy can be effectively 
monitored through a narrative-based appraisal of the use of each site. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Quarry restoration does not occur in accordance with policy requirements 
• Waste management facilities have inadequate capacity and additional facilities 

are required 
Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify why the policy’s requirements have not been adhered to 
• Review the need for, and potential location of additional waste management 

facilities 
• Potential review of the policy approach 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP47 – Waste Management Facilities 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 49, 50 
MSGP - 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Waste management facilities have inadequate capacity and additional facilities 
are required 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Review the need for, and potential location of additional waste management 
facilities 
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MSGP Policy MSGP48 – Waste Management Facilities in New Development 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A the policy does not relate to specific targets that would allow a quantifiable 
measure.  The policy can be effectively monitored through a narrative based review 
of the suitability of provision of waste management facilities in new development. 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Significant number of approved developments do not comply with the 
requirements of MSGP48 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify why the policy’s requirements have not been adhered to 
• Review the policy’s requirements, and the approach to securing appropriate 

waste management facilities 
 

MSGP Policy MSGP49 –Safeguarding Minerals-Related Infrastructure 

Monitored by 
framework 
number 

N/A – this policy relates to the safeguarding of specific land.  It can effectively be 
monitored through a narrative-based review 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• Evidence that approved or implemented development has compromised, or 
will compromise the efficient operation of Mineral Infrastructure sites as listed 
in table 8.1 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify why the policy’s requirements have not been adhered to 
• Consider corrective measures that would allow Mineral Infrastructure sites to 

operate appropriately 

 
MSGP Policy MSGP50 – Brick Clay 
Monitored by 
framework 
number 

CSUCP 48 
This policy relates to the safeguarding of specific land.  It can effectively be 
monitored through a narrative-based review of the site’s use 

Trigger for 
Remedial Action 

• New or approved development prevents the use of allocated land for its 
intended use 

Potential 
Remedial Action 

• Identify why the policy’s requirements have not been adhered to 
• Consider corrective measures that would allow the site to function for its 

intended use 
• Consider identification of additional brick clay deposits 
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Table 2: Monitoring Indicators and Targets 
 
 

 
3 Gateshead’s 2012 Employment Land Review Update, and 2018 Employment Land Review use a definition of take-up applied in Gateshead’s Local Plan, and in this monitoring 
framework 
 

Ref Topic area To monitor Monitoring Framework (data 
collection) 

Source Target Target date Monitors 
(policies) 

Objectives 
Plan SA 

1 Employment 
land and 
premises 

Take-up of 
land for 
employment 
uses 

Take-up of land3 (ha) for 
employment uses, by location 

Local 
Authority 
Planning  

At least 70ha of land 
taken-up for 
employment uses 
2010-2030 

Throughout 
the plan 
period 

CS1, CS6, 
UC1, 
MSGP1 

2, 3 6, 
10, 
11 

2  Employment 
land supply 

Supply of employment land 
that could be developed 
within the next five years, by 
location 

Local 
Authority 
Planning 

Minimum supply of 
24ha of employment 
land able to be 
developed within the 
next five years 

Throughout 
the plan 
period 

CS1, CS5, 
CS6, UC1, 
MSGP1 

2, 3 6, 
10, 
11 

3  Provision of 
digital 
infrastructure 

% of premises unable to 
receive superfast broadband 

Ofcom  Throughout 
the plan 
period 

 2,3  

4 Housing Adaptable and 
accessible 
housing 

Approvals for dwellings (units) 
that are required to be 
constructed to the general 
adaptable and accessible 
standard M4(2) 

Local 
Authority 
Planning 

25% of all dwellings, 
on housing 
developments of 15 
or more dwellings 

Throughout 
the plan 
period 

CS11, 
MSGP10 

6, 10 1, 
2 

5  Specialist and 
supported 
housing 

Number of units provided in 
specialist and supported 
accommodation 

Local 
Authority 
Housing 
Strategy 

Increase provision of 
specialist and 
supported 
accommodation 

Throughout 
the plan 
period 

CS11, 
MSGP11 

6, 10 1, 
2 

6 
 
 
 
 

 Housing space 
standards 

Approvals for dwellings (units) 
that meet or exceed NDSS (or 
equivalent successor 
standards), as a proportion of 
total approved dwellings 

Local 
Authority 
Planning 

All new dwellings to 
be built in 
accordance with 
NDSS or equivalent 
successor standards 

Throughout 
the plan 
period 

CS11, 
MSGP12 

6, 10 1, 
2, 
4 

7 Aircraft Safety Impact on 
aerodrome 
safeguarding 
area 

Number of approvals contrary 
to advice from aerodrome 
safeguarding authority 

Local 
Planning 
Authority 

Minimise 
development 
contrary to statutory 
advice 

Throughout 
plan period 

 9  
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Appendix 21: Glossary of Terms 

 
Accessible and adaptable housing – Housing in use class C3 (dwelling houses), built to meet the needs of 
the ageing population and those with limited mobility, and designed so as to be easily adapted to meet 
future needs of occupiers. 
 
Accessible location - A location which is easy for people to get to by a choice of transport modes 
(particularly public transport, cycling and walking) and (therefore) having good links to shops and 
services. 
 
Accessible Natural Greenspace – Areas of land and water which have been colonised by plants and animals 
and which are accessible on foot to the public. They are spaces where human control and activities are not 
intensive so that visitors can feel they are in a natural environment. 
 
Adoption - Point at which a Local Plan document formally becomes a statutory element of the Local Planning 
Authority’s Development Plan.  Requires approval (adoption) from full Council. 
 
Air Quality Assessment - A method of assessing the likely changes in air quality or exposure to air 
pollution, as a result of a proposed development. 
 
Allocation/Allocated site – Land identified for a specific use within the Local Plan e.g. housing or 
employment use(s). 

Ancient Woodland – any wooded area that has been wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD.  It 
includes: 
 

• ‘ancient semi-natural woodland’ mainly made up of trees and shrubs native to the 
site, usually arising from natural regeneration 

• ‘plantations on ancient woodland sites’ areas of ancient woodland where the 
former native tree cover has been felled and replaced by planted trees, usually of 
species not native to the site 

 
Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) - A report published each year by the local planning authority, that 
assesses progress in Local Plan preparation (against targets in the Local Development Scheme), 
performance against housing targets, CIL receipts, and implementation of Local Plan policies. 
 
Area Action Plan (AAP) - A Local Development Document focused upon a specific location or an area 
subject to conservation or significant change (for example major regeneration). Gateshead Council is 
currently preparing an Area Action Plan for the MetroGreen Area of Change which once adopted will 
form part of the Gateshead Local Plan. 
 
At Risk Register – Register of important heritage assets at risk of damage or loss. 
 
Aquifers - A subsurface layer or layers of rock or other geological strata of sufficient porosity and permeability 
to allow either a significant flow of groundwater or the abstraction/use of significant quantities of 
groundwater. 
 
Biodiversity Action Plan - An overarching framework for habitat and species conservation produced at 
both a national and local level. 
 
Brownfield land/previously developed land - Land which is or was occupied by a permanent structure, 
including the curtilage of the developed land (although it should not be assumed that the whole of the 
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curtilage should be developed) and any associated fixed surface infrastructure. This excludes: land that is or 
has been occupied by agricultural or forestry buildings; land that has been developed for minerals extraction 
or waste disposal by landfill purposes where provision for restoration has been made through development 
control procedures; land in built-up areas such as private residential gardens, parks, recreation grounds and 
allotments; and land that was previously-developed but where the remains of the permanent structure or 
fixed surface structure have blended into the landscape in the process of time 
 
Climate Change - Changes in climatic conditions over long periods of time. 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) - A levy allowing local authorities to raise funds from owners or 
developers of land undertaking new building projects in their area. This is in place in Gateshead.  

 
Conservation Areas - Areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of 
which it is desirable to preserve or enhance, and which have been designated as such by a legal process. 
 
Controlled waters - This includes territorial waters, coastal waters, inland freshwaters (such as ponds, 
lakes, rivers, watercourses, and surface water sewers) and groundwaters defined by section 104 of 
Water Resources Act 1991. 
 
Convenience retail - Retailing of everyday essential items, such as food and newspapers. 
 
Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan for Gateshead and Newcastle upon Tyne (CSUCP) (2015) - The Core 
Strategy and Urban Core Plan is a strategic planning framework that guides development in and 
Gateshead (and Newcastle) to 2030. It provides the first part of each Council’s Local Plan, containing an 
overall vision and spatial strategy to deliver economic prosperity and create lifetime neighbourhoods. . 
The CSUCP also provides a framework for the development of the Gateshead and Newcastle Urban Core, 
including the identification / allocation of specific sites for development. 
 
Critical Drainage Areas - Critical Drainage Areas are areas within Flood Zone 1 which have critical drainage 
problems and are, defined by the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. 
 
Cumulative Impact - the effect of a sum of environmental factors and/or proposals 
 
Deep borehole drainage – or deep infiltration systems include deep pit-based systems such as boreholes, shafts, 
concrete rings or other structures that bypass the soil layers. They may provide a direct route / pathway between 
the surface and the groundwater (including mine water). They concentrate the flow of effluent / contamination 
at one location. This limits the ability of the ground, soils, to attenuate pollutants and flows, and presents a greater 
risk of groundwater pollution. 
 
Derogation Tests – Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 – the following tests as set   
out in Regulation 53 provide the basis for consideration of licence applications by Natural England, and 
for the consideration of related planning applications by the relevant local planning authority. The three 
tests are as set out in sub-paragraphs (2)(e), (9)(a) and (9)(b): 

(1) Regulation 53(2)(e) states: a licence can be granted for the purposes of “preserving public 
health or public safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public interest including those of a 
social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment”. 
 
(2) Regulation 53(9)(a) states: the appropriate authority shall not grant a license unless they are 
satisfied “that there is no satisfactory alternative”. 
 
(3) Regulation 53(9)(b) states: the appropriate authority shall not grant a license unless they are 
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satisfied “that the action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of 
the species concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural range.” 
 
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/8499055 
 
Designation – Areas of land identified on the Policies Map to which specific planning policies apply, for 
example, Green Belt. 
 
Designated heritage asset - A World Heritage Site, Scheduled Ancient Monument, Listed Building, 
Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield or Conservation Area. 
 
Developer Contributions - See planning obligations. 
 
Development Management - The process whereby a Local Planning Authority manages, shapes and 
considers the merits of a planning application and whether it should be given permission having regard 
to the development plan. 
 
Diffuse pollution - Pollution activities from widespread activities with no one discrete source e.g. 
pesticides, urban run-off. 

 
Digital Infrastructure – Development supporting digital  networks,  for  example,  fibre  optic cables. 
 
District Heating - District heating is a system for distributing heat generated from a central source to 
residential and commercial properties. It can also provide cooling by powering heat driven chillers. 
 
Drainage Exceedance – This occurs during heavy rainfall when the rate of surface water run off exceeds 
the capacity of the sewers or other drainage systems. 

Duty to Cooperate - Section 110 of the Localism Act places a duty on Local Planning Authorities to 
cooperate with other neighbouring authorities and other prescribed bodies in preparing their Local Plan 
Documents’ and on other strategic matters relating to the sustainable development and use of land that 
has or would have a significant impact on at least two local planning authority areas. 

 
Employment Area - Land predominantly occupied by businesses operating in employment uses.  Employment 
areas vary in size but provide important areas that support employment opportunities across the borough. 
 
Employment Land Review (ELR) - Report to assess the demand for and supply of land for employment 
uses.   Provides evidence to inform policies related to employment land within MSGP. 
 
Employment Uses - Use of land for business (B1), general industrial (B2), or storage and distribution (B8) 
 
Facadism - The preservation of the façade of the building, whilst demolishing, or gutting and reconstructing, 
the interior behind it.  This preserves the appearance of the building whilst enabling a modern internal space 
to be developed. 

 
Flood Zones - Flood zones are shown on the Environment Agency Flood Map. These Flood Zones refer to 
the probability of sea and river flooding only, ignoring the presence of existing defences. 

• Flood Zone 1 is the land outside the flood plain i.e. areas not shown as within 
flood zone 2 or 3 on the flood zone maps. There is little or no flood risk in this 
zone. 

• In Flood Zone 2 there is a low to medium risk of flooding. 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/8499055
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• In Flood Zone 3a there is a high probability of flooding. 
 
Gateways - Gateways are the points where changes in the environment create a sense of moving from 
one distinct area to another. There are various indications that the traveller is moving through a gateway 
including a change of use and function, or the character or scale of the built form. Gateways are an essential 
component for the creation of memorable and easily navigated urban environments. 
 
Geodiversity - the range of rocks, minerals, fossils, soils, sediments and landforms, together with the 
natural processes that form and alter them. 
 
Green infrastructure - Green infrastructure includes, but is not limited to, wildlife sites, parks and gardens, 
areas of countryside, woodland and street trees, allotments and agricultural land, outdoor sports provision, 
local green spaces, footpaths, cycle and bridleways, floodplains, ponds, lakes and watercourses. 
 
Green Infrastructure Network - Is a network of high-quality green and blue spaces and other 
environmental features, including those located within the Urban Core, with potential for improvement 
through opportunity areas and gaps in the network. 
 
Groundwater - Water stored below the ground in rocks or other geological strata. It may rise to the surface 
through naturally occurring springs or be abstracted using boreholes and wells. Groundwater may also 
naturally flow into rivers (called base flow) and support wetlands, forming part of local ecosystems. 

 
Hazardous Installation – Any establishment which stores or uses hazardous substances which constitute 
a risk to people or property outside its boundary 
 
Health Impact Assessment - A method of assessing the health impacts of policies, plans and projects. 
 
Heritage Assets - A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a degree of 
significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest. Heritage assets 
includes designated heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning authority (including by local 
listing). 
 
Historic Environment Record (HER) – Source of and signpost to, information relating to landscapes, 
buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas and archaeological finds. These were previously known as 
Sites and Monuments Records (SMRs). 

 
Independent examination - A public inquiry conducted by an independent planning inspector to test the 
soundness of the Development Plan Documents produced as part of the Local Plan and to determine if 
they are legally compliant and ‘sound’. 
  
Infrastructure - A collective term for services such as roads and railways, utilities such as electricity, 
sewerage and water, children’s services, health facilities and recycling and, refuse facilities. See also ‘Green 
Infrastructure’.  
 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) - This identifies the infrastructure projects required to deliver the Plan 
and its policies including, physical, social and green infrastructure outlining how it is anticipated that 
essential infrastructure will be funded. 
 
Interim Planning Advice (IPA) - Planning guidance prepared to give advice on development areas or sites 
pending approval of a statutory policy. These have been prepared by Gateshead in the past and some 
continue to have validity as a statement of policy, but new guidance of equivalent status would be issued 
in the form of Supplementary Planning Documents. 
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Key Employment Area - Major locations for employment uses that provides an essential alternative 
business location outside the Urban Core, capable of accommodating large floorplate employment uses, 
and occupiers which would not be suited to a town centre location.  Key Employment Areas provide 
strategically significant locations for employment uses, important to future economic growth in 
Gateshead and the wider region 
 
Landscape Character Assessment – An assessment undertaken to help identify various landscape types 
with a distinct character that is based on a recognisable pattern of elements, including combinations of 
geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use and human settlement. 
 
Listed Buildings - A building that has been included in the Statutory List of Buildings of Special Architectural 
or Historic Interest. A listed building may not be demolished, extended or altered without consent from 
the local planning authority. 
 
Living Roofs - A roof of a building that is partially or completely covered with vegetation and a growing 
medium, planted over a waterproofing membrane. They include blue, green and brown roofs. 

• Blue Roof - A roof design that is explicitly intended to store water, typically rainfall for re-use. 

• Green roof - A roof of a building that is partially or completely covered with vegetation and a 
growing medium, planted over a waterproofing membrane 

• Brown roof - Brown roofs share many of the same benefits and construction methods of a green 
roof but when designed the overriding aim is to encourage biodiversity. 

Living Walls - A wall that is partially or completely covered in vegetation. 
 
Local Development Documents – They form part of the Local Plan and set out local authority’s policies 
relating to the development and use of land in their area. 
 
Local Development Scheme (LDS) - Sets out the Council’s three year project plan, including timetables, 
for the preparation of Development Plan Documents 
 
Local Employment Area - Employment areas that provides employment opportunities supporting business 
growth and job opportunities across Gateshead. Local Employment Areas are smaller in scale than Key 
Employment Areas and Main Employment Areas, and support local businesses. 
 
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) - A body, designated by the  Secretary  of  State  for Communities and 
Local Government, established for the purpose of creating or improving the conditions for economic 
growth in an area. 
 
Local List - A list of buildings, structures, parks and gardens (including cemeteries and open spaces) that 
have special architectural or historic interest which is an important part of the Borough’s heritage. Locally 
listed heritage assets may be referred to as ‘non-designated heritage assets’. 

 
Local Nature Reserve – Site with wildlife or geological features that are of special interest locally, and which 
are designated by the Council in consultation with Natural England under the National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act 1949 
 
Local Plan - The plan for the future development of the local area, drawn up by the Local Planning Authority 
in consultation with the community. In law this is prescribed as a Development Plan Document adopted 
under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 
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Local Wildlife Site (LWS) - Local Wildlife Sites are the most important sites of nature conservation value not 
designated as SSSIs. They are not statutorily protected but do receive protection through the planning 
system. Local Wildlife Sites are designated by a Local Wildlife Sites Partnership in accordance with DEFRA 
guidelines.  

Long term - More than 10 years 
 
Major Development - Major development is any one or more of the following 
(a) The provision of dwelling houses where 
(i) The number of dwelling houses to be provided is 10 or more; or 
(ii) The development is to be carried out on a site having an area of 0.5 hectares or more; 
(b) The provision of a building or buildings where the floor space to be created by the development is 1,000 
square metres or more; or 

(c) Development carried out on a site having an area of 1 hectare or more; 
 
Main Employment Area - Significant locations for employment uses that contribute to accommodating 
businesses that are not suited to town centre locations (including the Urban Core).  Main Employment 
Areas accommodate a large number of businesses and make a significant contribution to employment 
growth and jobs opportunities in Gateshead. 
 
Medium term 
6-10 years 
 
Mine water – is groundwater within underground mine workings.  Often, the mine water is enriched with 
soluble pollutants resulting from mining activities. In some instances, mine water is referred to as ‘acid mine 
drainage’ which is due to the presence of metals (such as iron), sulphate-rich minerals and low pH.  
 
Mitigation Hierarchy (Biodiversity/Geodiversity) – A sequential process adopted in National Planning 
Policy Guidance to avoid, mitigate or compensate for ecological impacts resulting from development 
proposals. 
 
National climate change allowances - Environment Agency guidance which sets out climate change 
allowances for flood risk assessments based upon the anticipated changes to peak river flows, peak 
rainfall intensity, sea level rise and offshore wind speed and extreme wave height. 

Nationally Described Space Standards (NDSS) – This standard deals with internal space within new 
dwellings and is suitable for application across all tenures. It sets out requirements for the Gross Internal 
(floor) Area of new dwellings, room sizes, heights, etc at a defined level of occupancy.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-housing-standards-nationally-described-space- 
standard 
 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) - Sets out the Government’s planning policies for England and 
how these are expected to be applied. It sets out the Government’s requirements for the planning system 
and provides a framework within which local people and their accountable councils can produce their own 
distinctive local and neighbourhood plans, which reflect the needs and priorities of communities. 
 
Natural flood management measures - A range of techniques that aim to reduce flooding by working 
with natural features and characteristics to store and slow down flood waters e.g. woodland creation, 
land management and drainage, river bank and floodplain restoration, creation of flood storage and 
wetlands. 
 
Noise Assessment - A method of assessing the effect of existing noise levels on a proposed development, 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-housing-standards-nationally-described-space-
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or the effect of the proposed development on noise levels. 
 
Open space - All open space of public value, including not just land, but also areas of water (such as rivers, 
canals, lakes and reservoirs) which offer important opportunities for sport and recreation and can act as 
a visual amenity. 

 
Opportunity Area - see green infrastructure network 
 
Ordinary watercourse - A watercourse that is not part of a main river and includes rivers, streams, 
ditches, drains, cuts, culverts, dykes, sluices, sewers (other than public sewers within the meaning of 
the Water Industry Act 1991) and passages, through which water flows. 
 
Out of centre - A location which is not in or on the edge of a centre but not necessarily outside the urban 
area. 
 
Planning Obligation - a legally enforceable obligation entered into under section 106 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 to mitigate the impact of a development proposal. 
 
Previously Developed Land – See Brownfield Land 
 
Public Realm - Those parts of an area (whether publicly or privately owned) available, for everyone to use. 
This includes streets, squares and parks. 
 
Renewable and low carbon energy- Includes energy for heating and cooling as well as generating 
electricity. Renewable energy covers those energy flows that occur naturally and repeatedly in the 
environment – from the wind, the fall of water, the movement of the oceans, from the sun and also from 
biomass and deep geothermal heat. Low carbon technologies are those that can help reduce emissions 
(compared to conventional use of fossil fuels). 
 
Retail Hierarchy - Defines the role and relationship of centres in the retail network i.e. City Centre, District 
Centre, Neighbourhood Centre. 
 
River catchment area - An area of land where rainfall collects and is drained by a river.                   

 River restoration - A set of activities that help improve the environmental health of a river or stream. 

Routeways - tracks, paths, roads or waterways etc. used as a means to reach a destination. 

Scrapes - shallow depressions with gently sloping edges, which seasonally hold water. 
 
Shadow Flicker - the flickering effect caused when rotating wind turbine blades periodically cast shadows 
through constrained openings such as the windows of neighbouring properties. 
 
Short term - 0-5years 
 
Significance (historic environment) - The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because 
of its heritage interest. That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance 
derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting. 
 
Site of Special Scientific Interest - Site designated by Natural England under the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981. 
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Specialist Housing - Housing in use classes C3 (dwelling houses) and C2 (residential institutions) which 
provides for specific needs. This includes retirement apartments, dementia care, and assisted living 
facilities. 
 
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) – A document which sets out how Gateshead Council will 
consult the public as part of its planning process, including the preparation of plans and determination 
of planning applications. 
 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) - European Directive 2001/42/EC 
(the SEA Directive) requires a formal environmental assessment of certain plans and programmes which 
are likely to have significant effects on the environment, known as Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
To meet the requirements of the directive, a body must prepare an environmental report in which the 
likely significant effects on the environment of implementing the plan or programme, and reasonable 
alternatives taking into account the objectives and geographical scope of the plan, are identified, described 
and evaluated. 
 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) - A document which is normally produced by a Local Planning 
Authority in consultation with the Environment Agency. It assesses the risk of all sources of flooding 
across the borough. It forms the basis for: the Sustainability Appraisal, applying the Sequential Test to 
determine land use allocations and preparing appropriate policies for flood risk management at the local 
level. 
 
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) - Assessment of land suitable and available for 
housing development, the potential of these sites and the likely timeframe for their development. This 
assists with demonstrating a sufficient supply of land for housing to meet the identified need. 
 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) - Assesses the housing needs and demands by type 
(including affordable housing) for the plan area and informs the housing mix required over the plan period. 
 
Stratigraphy – the sequence of layers or deposits beneath the surface of the ground, derived from rocks, 
soils, sediment, and/or human occupation over long periods of time, allowing the evaluation and dating of 
archaeological features.  

 
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) - Documents which add further detail to the policies in the 
Local Plan. They can be used to provide further guidance for development on specific sites, or on particular 
issues, such as design. Supplementary Planning Documents are capable of being a material consideration 
in planning decisions but are not part of the development plan. 
 
Surface Water Flooding - Flooding which occurs when heavy rainfall exceeds the drainage capacity of the 
local area. 
 
Sustainable Development - For the purposes of the Plan, sustainable development is living within the 
planet’s environmental limits; ensuring a strong, healthy and just society, achieving a sustainable economy; 
promoting good governance, and using sound science responsibly. 
 
Sustainable Location - A location which is accessible and which provides facilities and services to meet 
peoples’ day-to-day needs 
 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) - The sustainability appraisal considers the social, environmental and 
economic effects of a plan from the outset, to help ensure that decisions are made that contribute to 
achieving sustainable development. 
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Sustainable transport modes - Any efficient, safe and accessible means of transport with overall low 
impact on the environment, including walking and cycling, low and ultra-low emission vehicles, car sharing 
and public transport. 
 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) - A range of techniques used to control, store and treat surface 
water run-off as close to its origin as possible before it enters a watercourse or sewer. Usually used to 
avoid any increase in flood risk due to new development. 
 
Transport Assessment - A comprehensive and systematic process that sets out transport issues relating to 
a proposed development. It identifies what measures will be required to improve accessibility and safety 
for all modes of travel, particularly for alternatives to the car such as walking, cycling and public transport 
and what measures will need to be taken to deal with the anticipated transport impacts of the 
development. 
 

 
Transport statement - A simplified version of a transport assessment where it is agreed the transport 
issues arising out of development proposals are limited and a full transport assessment is not required. 
 
Travel plan - A long-term management strategy for an organisation or site that seeks to deliver sustainable 
transport objectives through action and is articulated in a document that is regularly reviewed. 
 
Unitary Development Plan (UDP) - the Gateshead UDP (2007) has selected policies saved under provisions 
in the 2004 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act. The saved policies form part of the current 
development plan and will remain until superseded by policies adopted in MSGP 
 
Urban Core - The Urban Core is the compact heart of the Tyneside conurbation. It stretches about 3.6 km 
from north to south, extending from Newcastle’s Town Moor to Gateshead’s Durham Road; and from 4 
km west to east, extending from the edge of Elswick in Newcastle, and the Redheugh Bridge on the 
Gateshead side, to Ouseburn and Gateshead Quays. 
 
Use Classes Order - The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 and subsequent 
amendments, group a number of land uses into categories or ‘Use Classes’. Changes of use within the same 
Use Class or between certain different Use Classes as set out in the General Permitted Development Order 
(GPDO) are normally deemed to have consent and do not in most cases require specific planning 
permission 
 
Veteran Tree - a tree that is of interest biologically, aesthetically or culturally because of its age, size or condition. 
 
Waste Hierarchy - A framework that has become a cornerstone of sustainable waste management, setting 
out the order in which options for waste management should be considered based on environmental 
impact. 
 
Water Framework Directive - An EU Directive that applies to surface waters and groundwater. It requires 
member states to prevent deterioration of aquatic ecosystems and protect, enhance and restore water 
bodies to ‘good’ status. 
 
Wildlife corridor - Linear feature generally comprising semi-natural vegetation connecting two or more 
larger areas of similar habitat; critical for the maintenance of ecological processes including allowing for the 
movement of plants and animals through the landscape and the continuation of viable populations. 
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Zone of Influence (Mineral/Waste) - The zone of influence of a minerals or waste site is that area which 
would experience impacts from activity on that site. The effects may be physical or visual and may affect 
those permanently living in the zone of influence, people who spend only some of their time there or 
people who are simply passing through. The cumulative impacts from a single or series of schemes within 
an area is also relevant to the zone of influence concept. 
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