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Following Gateshead Council’s Climate Emergency declaration in May 2019, we’ve been taking 

forward two broad areas of work.  Firstly: review the Council’s operations to ensure it is doing all it 

can to address the Climate Emergency, and secondly: work with our stakeholders and community to 

help them reduce their carbon footprint, and transition to a decarbonised economy. 

 

Responding positively to the Climate Emergency is a mainstay of the Council’s Thrive agenda.  It will 

play a major role in rebuilding the local economy as we recover from the impacts of the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 

Environmental audit of the Council’s activities 

In order to understand the carbon emissions and environmental impact associated with the 

Council’s activities, an independent environmental audit of the Council’s operations was carried out 

during summer 2020.  The audit followed the Investors in the Environment (IiE) accreditation 

system, and was carried out by independent consultants Capability North East.  

  

The audit has been supported and informed by Council officers from relevant services, and is the 

most comprehensive review of the Council’s environmental and carbon impact to date.  The audit 

helps us understand the environmental impact of the Council’s current activities, and what actions 

could be taken to reduce our carbon footprint. 

 

Gateshead performed well in the environmental audit.  This is a positive achievement for the 

Council, that recognises the significant progress made in this area over past years.  The final details 

of the action plan are currently being worked on and will be reported to Cabinet shortly. 

 

Officers from the Climate Emergency team are currently working with relevant services to determine 

the scope and timescales of actions to reduce our carbon footprint, including identifying any barriers 

that may need to be overcome.  Subject to Cabinet approval, an action plan, setting out changes the 

Council will make to reduce its carbon footprint, is intended to be published in 2021. 

 

Helping our communities achieve a borough-wide reduction in carbon emissions 

Although it is important the Council continues to take positive steps to reduce its carbon footprint, it 

should also be noted that the Council’s operations only account for a relatively small proportion of 

borough-wide carbon emissions. 

 

To truly meet our climate aspirations of zero carbon, and to ensure that the transition to a low-

carbon future does not disadvantage the most vulnerable, the whole borough needs to be engaged.  

Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic has prevented planned engagement taking place with our 

communities. 

 

However, in February 2020 the Council hosted a stakeholder workshop at BALTIC, with the aim of 

beginning a dialogue with our communities, and creating networks between individuals, groups and 

organisations.  A summary of the workshop’s discussions is available to download here: 

https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/media/23685/A-Climate-for-Change-Workshop-

Harvest/pdf/A_Climate_for_Change_Workshop_Harvest.pdf?m=637438097595000000. 

 

https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/media/23685/A-Climate-for-Change-Workshop-Harvest/pdf/A_Climate_for_Change_Workshop_Harvest.pdf?m=637438097595000000
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/media/23685/A-Climate-for-Change-Workshop-Harvest/pdf/A_Climate_for_Change_Workshop_Harvest.pdf?m=637438097595000000


A residents’ survey was also carried out between January and May 2020, to gain a better 

understanding of our communities’ attitudes towards the climate emergency, and what action they 

would be willing to take.  The survey received a strong response, with 942 respondents.  86% were 

concerned about the impact of climate change, while a large majority (81%) supported the Council 

taking action on climate change.  When asked who should do more to tackle climate change, the 

majority (90%) of respondents identified large businesses, followed by national government (87%), 

and Gateshead Council (82%).  With regard to actions to reduce their own carbon footprint, 

respondents indicated they would be willing to reduce the amount of energy they used, would plant 

or retain trees or shrubs, or would switch to ‘green’ energy tariffs.  However, respondents were 

more resistant to the suggestion of avoiding air travel, with 35% unwilling to do this. 

 

Other actions and projects 

During the past year, the Council has worked with partners to bring forward projects that will make 

a positive contribution to reducing carbon emissions, or will support communities through the 

transition to a low-carbon economy.  Examples include: 

 

Centre for Local Economic Strategies  

In May 2020 Gateshead Council was approached by the Centre for Local Economic Strategies (CLES) 

with an offer to take part in research that aims to develop good practice in anchor strategies for 

delivering a just energy transition.  This approach was prompted by CLES’s involvement with 

Gateshead’s progressive procurement practices, and their knowledge of our work in tackling the 

Climate Emergency, including our focus on retaining Thrive principles in all of our activities. 

 

Cycling and Walking 

Triggered by the need to allow our businesses to function safely and effectively during the 

pandemic, the Council implemented pavement widening schemes in local centres across Gateshead.  

Reduced traffic in our town centres has resulted in improved air quality and reduced carbon 

emissions associated with vehicle use during the lockdown period.  At the same time cycling 

numbers have increased significantly.  The Council has been successful in receiving some funding 

from the Government’s emergency active travel fund to improve cycling and walking infrastructure 

and support recovery from COVID 19. 

 

Gateshead’s bike donation scheme, implemented during lockdown, has been highly successful this 

year, redistributing more than 60 unwanted bikes to new homes with our most vulnerable and in-

need residents.  Gateshead has also launched the Love to Ride app, which provides a community for 

cyclists across the UK, and awards points and prizes for achievements.  In addition, a programme of 

Dr Bike sessions have taken place at locations across the Borough. 

 

InTEGReL 

The Council is exploring ways to support an equitable transition to clean energy sources that will 

achieve significant carbon reductions.  The Integrated Gas and Electricity Research Laboratory 

(InTEGReL) is a partnership project between the private sector, public sector and academia, based 

in a site at Winlaton Mill.   The site provides a rare opportunity for research into decarbonising gas, 

water, electricity, and transport, and its potential contribution to a low-carbon future was 

recognised by stakeholders at our February 2020 workshop.   The Council is working with partners to 

secure funding for this important project, that could facilitate growth across the low-carbon energy 

sector. 

 



Heat networks 

Gateshead Council is a leading UK local authority in delivering heat networks.  The Council 

recently secured a Heat Networks Investment Project grant of almost £6m to enable the Gateshead 

Energy Company to install 5.5km of new heating pipes to the east of the town centre, potentially 

supplying heat to around 1,250 new houses and other buildings.   The funding will also help to install 

a 6MW water source heat pump, which will extract heat from the water in underground mine 

workings 150 metres beneath Gateshead town centre.   This could form the largest minewater 

heating scheme in the world.  The Council is working with the Coal Authority to ensure the success 

of the project.  Detailed feasibility studies are being carried out for other potential projects (Birtley, 

Kibblesworth, Chopwell) with funding being sought to further explore other heat network areas, in 

some of Gateshead’s large Council Housing estates.  In October Cabinet approved work to 

commence on a solar energy farm, and an agreement has just been signed to progress feasibility 

studies for an agricultural project heated from minewater in the Birtley and Kibblesworth area. 

 

Tree planting 

The authority has committed to considerably increasing woodland cover within the borough.  

Effectively maintaining existing woodland and creating new woodland can offset some of the carbon 

dioxide which is contributing to climate change.  Woodlands can also improve biodiversity, and help 

support the physical and mental health of our communities. 

 

Gateshead is particularly well provisioned in terms of its existing woodland, and currently supports 

in excess of 2,206ha of woodland cover, equating to 15% of the total area of the borough.  In line 

with land-use policy recommendations from the UK Climate Change Committee, the Council is 

working to increase woodland cover to 17% by 2050 - approximately 250 hectares (600 acres) of 

land.  As recognised at our February 2020 Climate Emergency workshop, stakeholders from across 

the borough support this initiative, and there have been dedicated meetings and workshops on this 

issue with partner organisations.  There is ongoing work to identify potential planting sites, funding 

opportunities and to ensure sustainable management of the Council’s existing woodlands. 

 

Community action  

During 2020 the Council has engaged with several community groups that have supported climate 

action in Gateshead.  These groups include: 

• Gateshead’s Youth Assembly are enthusiastic about taking action on climate change, and 

despite the limitations imposed by Covid, the assembly are coordinating a community project 

that will include an art installation at Gibside in 2021. 

• Transition West Gateshead (TWiG) have worked with us in supporting out successful bike 

amnesty and cycling and walking initiatives during lockdown. 

• The Gateshead Community Climate Alliance is a recently formed group, having held their first 

meeting in October 2020.  The GCCA intend to coordinate activities, support links between 

groups, and hold the Council to account in implementing the commitments made in our Climate 

Emergency declaration. 

 

Further activity 

When conditions allow, we hope to recommence discussions with residents, businesses and other 

stakeholders in Gateshead during 2021, with the aim of developing an action plan that will help 

them achieve borough-wide reductions in carbon emissions, support our most disadvantaged 

groups, and make the most of opportunities that may arise through a transition to a low-carbon 

economy. 


