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Dear Mr Wilkinson, 

Inspector’s Letter regarding changes to the Use Classes Order 

1. On 21 July 2020, the Government published The Town and Country Planning 

(Use Classes) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2020. These come into 

force on 1 September 2020. 

 

2. Use Classes A and D will no longer exist, while Use Class B would be 

modified. A new Use Class E (commercial, business, and service) will be 

created. This subsumes A1 (shops), A2 (financial and professional services), 

A3 (restaurants and cafes) and B1 (business), along with uses for indoor 

sport, recreation or fitness, or for the provision of medical or health service 

or for a crèche, day nursery or day centre, where principally to visiting 

members of the public. 

 

3. New Use Classes F.1 (learning and non-residential institutions) and F.2 (local 

community) subsume some uses formerly in D1 and D2. F.2 also includes 

shops mostly selling essential goods, including food, to visiting members of 

the public (in certain circumstances). 

 

4. The list of uses not included in any class is expanded to include uses 

formerly in A4 (drinking establishments) and A5 (hot food takeaways), and 

some uses formerly in D1 and D2 including cinemas and venues for live 

music performance. 

 

5. Given that some policies, supporting text, and appendices to the Plan rely 

upon Use Classes which shortly will no longer exist, the Council should 

consider the implications of the revisions to the Use Classes Order for the 

Plan, including wider implications for the supporting evidence base 

underpinning policies and allocations. 

 

6. I appreciate that it may be unclear at this point what the effects of the 

changes to the Use Classes Order would be, and that the Council would not 

wish to experience any further delay to the adoption of the Plan at this late 
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stage in plan-making. Notwithstanding this, the Council should advise me 

how it wishes to proceed by 4 September 2020 at the latest. If this timescale 

causes any difficulty, the Council should contact the Programme Officer. 

 

7. At this stage, I am not inviting contributions from any parties other than the 

Council on this matter. However, once I have received the Council’s 

response, I will carefully consider how and when other parties will have the 

opportunity to comment. Please could the Council publish this letter on the 

examination website. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Joanna Gilbert 

Inspector 

 

11 August 2020 

 


