
Discover new walking, cycling routes 
and places of interest as part of the 
Brighten the day leaflet series...

Walking/cycling leaflets

• Bill Quay Farm

• Derwent Walk

• Gateshead Quays

• Wardley Nature Park

• Watergate Forest Park

Place of interest leaflets

• Angel of the North/Longacre Wood

• Oliver Henderson Park

• Ryton Willows

• Saltwell Park

• Windy Nook Nature Reserve

Watergate
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About this walk

Watergate Forest Park is located on the site of the former Watergate Colliery 

on the outskirts of Gateshead. Following reclamation work in the 1990s the 

site has been transformed and now provides a haven for wildlife and a great 

recreational site for visitors. 

The park has many features to look out for including wildlife, flowers, 

sculptures, streams and waterfalls. A series of trails and paths takes you 

through woodland, around the lake and wildflower meadows. 

The park is suitable for walkers, cyclists and horse riders. The route around 

the lake is flat but there are steep paths to the top and also steps into and in 

the forest that may be unsuitable for wheelchair and pushchair users.

There is a café located past the playing fields next to Emmanuel School, this 

is on the Lobley Hill entrance of the park.

How to get there

BY CYCLE

You can reach Watergate Park by 

bike. To plan your route visit 

www.cyclestreets.net  

BY BUS

You can reach Watergate Forest Park by 

bus from Gateshead Interchange. For bus 

timetables check: www.gonortheast.co.uk

BY CAR

There is a car park off Whickham Highway which has 

ample parking for cars. 

Walking/cycling route
From the car park you will see a green 
metal entrance onto the path that takes 
you into the park. The park has two routes 
which both head to the lake. 

Follow the path that will take you downhill 
for approximately five minutes, while on 
this path you will notice reference to the 
mining heritage of the park, this is in the 
form of a sculpted seat with mining hat 
and boots. You will also see a triangular 
seat that can provide a rest point, 
especially on your way back.

When you reach the bottom of the path, 
you will notice the path splits in two, take 
the path that climbs up to the right, this 
is a short climb and then will descend 
down towards the lake.

When you reach the bottom, 
you will notice on your left 
hand side there is a small pond 
that has access to it, this is ideal 
for spotting tadpoles, frogs and 
any other pondlife.

Spend some time looking for 
pond life then, continue on 
the path to your right, this 
will take you along the edge 
of the lake and should be on 
your left hand side, and you 
will notice to your right there 
are paths up taking you the 
highest point of the park.



Fun activity - ABC Nature Walk

Try to find something in nature for each letter of the alphabet. You may 

want to include small sketches of what you find.

The Lake
At the lake there are viewing platforms 
where you can look for ducks and swans. 
There is plenty of green space to enjoy a 
picnic so bring a rug or blanket as picnic 
bench space is limited. From here continue 
along the path, you will notice a bridge to 
your left that is not accessible, continue past 
this all the way to the end, you will notice the 
lake has now gone into a stream and there is 
a small metal bridge to cross over.

The Forest

Go over the metal bridge and follow the path for a short while and it bears 

right up into the start of the woods. Here you will notice a waterfall on your 

right hand side, follow the path to the right and this will take you up some 

steps to the highest point of the forest, take the path to the right and this will 

bring you back out of the forest and back into Watergate Country Park.

Follow the path back down for a short while and then it will bring you back 

down towards the lake, go back to the small metal bridge you went over 

earlier and this time follow the path towards your left and this will bring you 

onto the opposite side of the lake. 

Follow the path until you come to a green metal bridge, you will have the 

lake on your left and you will notice a path to your right that takes you to 

the waterfall. Follow this path round and it will take you back to the lake via 

the waterfall, please note there are steps back up from the bottom of the 

waterfall.

Head back to the start
Once back at the lake take the path to your right, you will still have the lake on your left hand side, follow this straight path until you see the hill you came down at the start, head back up the hill until you reach the car park entrance.

A

E

I

M

Q

U

Y

B

F

J

N

R

V

Z

C

G

K

O

S

W

D

H

L

P

T

X

How many did 
you get?



Fun activity - Draw your favourite sculpture
Fun activity - On my Nature Walk...

There’s lots of sculptures in Watergate Forest Park draw your favourite 
in the box below...

What is the sculpture made from?

What does it feel like?

How does it make you feel?

I see...

I hear...

I feel... I smell...


