
Discover new walking, cycling routes 
and places of interest as part of the 
Brighten the day leaflet series...

Walking/cycling leaflets

• Bill Quay Farm

• Derwent Walk

• Gateshead Quays

• Wardley Nature Park

• Watergate Forest Park

Place of interest leaflets

• Angel of the North/Longacre Wood

• Oliver Henderson Park

• Ryton Willows

• Saltwell Park

• Windy Nook Nature Reserve
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About this walk

This 2.5 mile route starts at BALTIC and follows the River Tyne to Dunston 

Staiths, one of the last surviving coal staiths.

This lovely riverside route is mainly flat but is a multi-user route so be aware 

of others such as  cyclists as they may be cycling at speed and there are some 

hidden corners. Dog walkers also use this route and there are plenty of bins 

on the route.

You can enjoy a picnic at Dunston Staiths on the grass, or near the café 

where there are some benches.

How to get there

BY FOOT
 
You can reach BALTIC easily from Gateshead Interchange in 

around 15 minutes. Head down Gateshead High Street and 

either head past the Hilton Hotel or cross over before the Tyne 

Bridge and head down to Gateshead Quayside.

BY CYCLE

You can reach Gateshead Quays by bike. To plan your 

route visit www.cyclestreets.net  

BY BUS

Take the Q2 Quaylink bus from Gateshead Interchange 

or Prince Consort Road (Shipcote Lane approximately 

5 minute walk from Gateshead Leisure Centre. The 

journey takes approximately 15-20 minutes and 

arrives at Baltic Square.

BY CAR

There are several car parks on Gateshead 

Quayside, including Mill Road car park, 

BALTIC car park and Pipwellgate car 

park. Charges apply. For details visit: 

www.gateshead.gov.uk/parking 

Walking/cycling route
From BALTIC, walk/cycle in the direction 
of the Tyne Bridge, you will have the 
Gateshead Millennium Bridge and the 
river on your right hand side. Sage 
Gateshead, the music venue, is on the hill 
on your left hand side, the building may 
be open for you to wander around and 
does have toilets.

Cross the road by HMS Calliope the 
North East’s Royal Naval training centre, 
you may be lucky enough to spot some 
training in action on the river.

TYNE BRIDGE 
Follow the path and walk/cycle under the 
Iconic Tyne Bridge which is nearly 100 
years old.

Cross the junction using the pedestrian 
crossing provided. Then use the second 
pedestrian crossing and continue down 
onto Pipewellgate, passing the Swing 
Bridge, which was opened in 1876, on 
your right.

Keep heading along and pass under the 
High Level Bridge. A dual railway and 
vehicle bridge, which was designed by 
Robert Stephenson in 1849. 

You will notice a piece of art on you 
left and this is the start of the Riverside 
Park.



Fun activity - Name the Bridges

Write the number of the correct bridge in the circle  next the picture it 

belongs to. Can you get them all?

1.  Queen Elizabeth Bridge

2.  High Level Bridge 

3.  King Edward Bridge

4.  Swing Bridge

5.  Tyne Bridge

6.  Redheugh Bridge

7.  Gateshead Millennium Bridge

Riverside Park
Continue along the path with the river on your right hand side and passing the car park on your left. You will see a blue painted bridge when looking across the river, this is the Queen Elizabeth II Metro bridge. Take some time to admire the magnificent views along the river.

Keelman’s Way

The next part of the walk takes in Keelman’s Way and continues to the 

next bridge which is the Grade II King Edward VII bridge, a railway bridge 

which spans the Tyne. At this bridge you might be able to see three metal 

sculptures under the bridge beside the road. If you want to take a moment 

to view these please carefully cross the road to them. From here keep on the 

path along the riverside.

Keep a lookout for any wildlife on the river, there are usually ducks and swans 

but from time to time you can see a seal, locally known as Sammy. 

Dunston Staiths
Continue along the path until you come to Dunston Staiths which were first opened in 1893 to load coal brought from coalfields onto ships. The wooden structure of the staiths is one of the few remaining in the UK and is very much a part of the mining heritage of the area.

You can find the Staiths café here which should be open for refreshments.
Continue along the river path and go over the metal bridge, you will notice a saltmarsh garden, where you may notice different types of birds in the saltmarshes.

From here you can head back to BALTIC or check out the Go North East app to see when the next bus is due from close by. Follow the same route back to your start point, seeing our fabulous bridges from a different direction!



Fun activity - Design a Bridge
Fun activity - On my Nature Walk...

You have been commissioned to design a new bridge over the River Tyne 
linking Gateshead and Newcastle. You will need to consider effective 
design, materials needed and how the bridge will be constructed.

Materials list: What design components have you included?

Why have you designed the bridge this way?

How will the bridge be constructed?

I see...

I hear...

I feel...

I smell...


