
Discover new walking and cycling 
routes as part of the Brighten the day 
leaflet series. 

Also available in this walking/cycling series:

• Derwent Walk

• Gateshead Quays

• Wardley Nature Park

• Watergate Forest Park

Places of interest leaflets

• Angel of the North/Longacre Wood

• Oliver Henderson Park

• Ryton Willows

• Saltwell Park

• Windy Nook Nature Reserve

1-2 hrs 30-45 mins
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About this walk/cycle

This circular route is approximately 5.5k or 3.4 miles however, the 

Derwent Walk has lots of different routes that can also be added to this 

walk.

This route passes through woodland, meadows, ponds and riverside 

areas and fox, deer and badgers may be seen. The woodlands are 

excellent for spotting a variety of birds and along the riverside kingfisher 

and herons can be regularly seen. If you glance up you will see the 

famous red kites soaring above with their distinctive forked tail.

The route is suitable for walkers, cyclists and wheelchair users and dogs 

are allowed under control. Dog bins are provided at various points on the 

walk, some being in car parks.

How to get there

BY BIKE 

You can reach the Derwent Walk by bike. To plan your route visit  

www.cyclestreets.net

BY BUS 

You can reach the Derwent Walk by bus from Gateshead Interchange. 

Check www.gonortheast.co.uk for bus timetables.

BY CAR 

Swalwell Visitor Centre is off B6317 besides Blaydon Rugby Club and 

is signposted. Car parking is available for approximately 15 cars and 

includes disabled parking.

Starting from Swalwell Visitor Centre there is a small butterfly garden in 
the car park, once you have spent some time admiring the butterflies 
take the path to the right onto the start of the walk.

Enter through the wooden stile and take the path with trees on your 
right. You will notice a road that runs next to Swalwell Cricket Club, this 
path will lead you to a bridge over the River Derwent.

At the end of the bridge turn left and go through the green access point 
onto the path alongside the river, the river should be on your left.
As you head along the river you will come to the Derwent Haugh 
Fishpass. Here is an ideal opportunity to look for ducks and swans that 
swim up and down the river. You can go to the water’s edge and look for 
fish or any other wildlife but please do not enter the water.
There is a picnic bench overlooking the fish pass where you can enjoy 
the wildlife while having a bite to eat.

You will pass Blaydon Tennis Club on your right.



Butterfly bridge

Continue on the path for a few minutes and then you will notice a bridge 

on your right. Head across butterfly bridge and see if you can spot any 

wildlife in the river.

At the end of the bridge take the left path through a green stile and 

follow the path uphill onto the Derwent. This is an uphill climb back onto 

a flat path and may not be suitable for wheelchair or pushchair users.  

If this is the case follow the path back the way you came and it will take 

you back to the visitors’ centre.

When you get to the top of the path turn left onto the Derwent Walk 

which is the old railway line that links Consett to the River Tyne.

Follow the path all the way back to the start point.

Land of Oak and Iron
Continue on the path for approximately 10 to 15 mins. You will pass the car park entrance to Swalwell Junior Football Club on your right and still have the river to your left. You will eventually come to the Land of Oak and Iron Heritage Centre, if open this is a perfect place to stop for a while and learn about the heritage of the area. There is also a café if you wish to purchase drinks and snacks.

If you continue to walk along from here you will come  across a large grassy area that is ideal for a picnic, playing  ball or running on. 

Toilets are available when the centre is open including baby changing facilities and an accessible toilet.

Heading towards the lake

Continue on the path past the grassy area and the path starts to bend, 

continue straight on the path. You can either continue on the path or  

if you wish to head through the meadow. The meadow route is not 

suitable for wheelchairs or pushchairs due to the long grass and hill. If 

you follow the meadow route you will be brought back out to the path 

next to the stone bridge which has a stream running under.

Continue on the path and you will eventually see the Clockburn Lake 

on your right hand side. There are plenty of benches if you wish to stop 

and rest and watch for any wildlife or have a picnic. Usually you will see 

swans on the lake and you may see frogs hiding in the grass.

Continue on this path with the river to your right, you will notice a stone 

bridge, there are more routes off from the bridge but not included in this 

route but you may wish to explore the routes another day.

Keep on the path and keep the lake to your right,  

this short path takes you in a circular route back  

round.



Fun activity - Mini Beast Hunt
Fun activity - Word search

LADYBIRD

BUTTERFLY

DRAGONFLY

GRASSHOPPERWORM

WASP

SPIDER

BEETLE

ANT

BEE
SLUG

SNAIL

NEWT

SNAKE

FROG

CENTIPEDE

WOODLOUSE

FLY

Keep your eyes open!
Which mini-beast have you seen? Tick the circles.

DEER

LAKE

DRAGONFLY

REDKITE

MEADOW

RABBIT

TREES

ANT

BUTTERFLY

BRIDGE

BIRDS

PICNIC

BUSHES

PONDS

MARSHLAND

SQUIRREL


