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INTRODUCTION  
 
As the commissioning body for the Strategy, Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council 
(GMBC) has identified a number of priorities which align to its Core Strategy and Urban 
Core Plan for Gateshead and Newcastle upon Tyne (CSUCP). 
 
Gateshead and Newcastle Councils have been working together since 2009 to prepare a 
shared planning framework for Gateshead and Newcastle. The decision to prepare a joint 
plan is in recognition of the economic advantage to both Local Authority areas. This 
includes expansion of employment areas, science and research, retail-led development, 
housing growth and improving infrastructure to support growth at the heart of the region. 
 
The ambitions of Gateshead and Newcastle are to grow and prosper and be sustainable 
places of choice for living and working today and tomorrow. In order to achieve this it is 
essential that a positive and proactive approach is taken. The CSUCP sets out the spatial 
planning framework to deliver economic prosperity and create lifetime neighbourhoods. 
 
The Gateshead Indoor and Built Sports Facilities Strategy has been developed in 
partnership with a range of agencies, national governing bodies of sport (NGBs) and local 
clubs.  The Strategy recognises the importance of the Health Agenda now and in the 
future, and the contribution that appropriate sports provision can make towards improving 
health within Gateshead’s emerging Local Plan.  
 
This is a strategy for the Borough and whilst GMBC has been the key driver in developing 
it, it is expected that plans and actions emanating from it can only be delivered in 
partnership with other key stakeholders.  The partnership approach to Strategy delivery is 
necessary as in-house resource available to drive the development sport and leisure in 
Gateshead, over and above those linked to the management of built facilities, are limited. 
 
The key strategic themes with regard to sport and leisure in Gateshead emanating from 
the main strategies and local context are considered to be: 
 
 Opportunities are made available to/for all Gateshead residents to take part in 

physical activity to contribute positively to the health and wellbeing of all residents. 
 Gateshead is able to grow and prosper and be a sustainable place of choice for living 

and working today and tomorrow. 
 There are good facilities and programmes which contribute to the education and skills 

development of the local population.  
 
Partners 
 

This Strategy has been developed via ongoing engagement with a range of key partners 
including Tyne and Wear Sport, local sports clubs, Sport England, national governing 
bodies of sport and Gateshead schools.  Its delivery is predicated on partners accepting 
and taking responsibility for different aspects of its implementation. 
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LOCAL CONTEXT 
 
The Indoor Sport Facility Needs Assessment found the following local contextual 
information for Gateshead: 
 
 GMBC has recently completed a major overhaul of its leisure facilities stock and 

invested over £40 million in refurbishing and replacing its facilities. From this 
perspective Gateshead has excellent raw materials from which to expand its customer 
base and deliver excellent physical activity opportunities for residents. 

 Gateshead’s population is estimated at 199,998 with 51% being females.  
 Official projections of population change for the period 2012 to 2037 indicate a rise of 

5.7% in Gateshead’s population (+11,397) over the 25 years. 
 Gateshead’s Local Plan population projections anticipate a higher rate of population 

growth than the 2012-based ONS projections, particularly in the working age cohort.  
These projections anticipate total population growth of around 6.8% (+13,600) 
between 2010 and 2030. 

 While projections of total population change indicate growth at a reasonably steady 
rate over the next 20 years or so, change in individual age groups can fluctuate 
across this time period. 

 However, a key component of all projections of population growth is the anticipated 
increase in the number of older residents in Gateshead.  

 Gateshead’s ethnic composition does not reflect that of England as a whole.  The 
largest proportion (96.3%) of the local population classified their ethnicity as White; 
this is much higher than the comparative England rate of 85.4%.   

 Gateshead experiences high levels of deprivation; over half of the Borough’s 
population (53.3%) falls within the country’s 30% most deprived communities.  

 Physical inactivity costs Gateshead an estimated at £3,587,280 per annum. When 
compared to regional and national costs per 100,000, Gateshead is 1.3% above the 
national average and 8.8% below the regional average. Source: Sport England Local Profile 

Tool 

 In terms of participation Gateshead currently has 31.5% of its adult population 
participating in at least 1 x 30 minutes moderate intensity sport per week.  This was 
below the national average (36.1%) and the regional average (34.0%). Source: Active 

People Survey 8 

 
Summary  
 
This strategy thus looks to a range of options to address the challenges that Gateshead 
faces: 
 
 Increased demand for facilities given the proposed increase in population. 
 Good quality and spread of facilities that require ongoing investment in maintenance 

in order that quality is maintained. 
 The need to ensure that facility programmes (especially schools) reflect the needs of 

local communities, especially clubs; in order that they can become stronger and 
accommodate increases in participation. 

 The need to develop affordable programmes across all facilities which help to address 
the levels of physical inactivity in Gateshead. 
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ASSESSMENT REPORT FINDINGS 
 
The following section summarises the key findings of the Assessment Report.  These 
enable key conclusions to be drawn: 
 

Sports halls 

 The FPM indicates that there are 18 sports halls available for community use across 14 sites 
(3 badminton courts or more in size, and ancillary halls on the same site).  

 The KKP audit identified that there are 27 sports halls, with the equivalent of 96 badminton 
courts

1
 (when considering all sports halls in Gateshead, including those that have at least 

one badminton court). Of these 21 sports halls have space for three or more badminton 
courts. 

 The KKP audit identified an additional 3 sports halls; Blaydon Youth & Community Centre, 
Chopwell Primary School and the Elgin Centre.  

 The audit identified that one site is not available for community use; Furrowfield School (two 
courts). 

 All facilities in Gateshead were assessed as good or average with only one assessed as 
poor. 

 A wide variety of sport and physical activity programmes take place on school sites; football 
use is recorded at sites but it does not appear to dominate community use. 

 The management of facilities in Gateshead is by the Council, Education, or School Letting 
Solutions. 

 84% of the population resides within a 20 minute walk-time of a sports hall. 
 Gateshead is serviced by two facilities with 8-court badminton halls; Gateshead International 

Stadium (GIS) and Gateshead Leisure Centre. 
 Gateshead College is a key stakeholder and primary daytime user of the sports hall at GIS. 
 There are also double court facilities at Heworth Grange Comprehensive School (2 x 4 court 

halls) and Thorp Academy (2 x 4 court halls). 
 There has been significant investment in the sports hall stock within the Council managed 

and school facilities.  
 Overall the quality of facilities (three or more courts) in Gateshead is generally good with 11 

of these above average, nine good and only one being poor at Dunston Activity Centre.   
 Community access to sports halls in Gateshead is good with all but two of the education sites 

available. 
 Gateshead is a net exporter of demand with 3,111 imported visits per week in the peak 

period compared with 4,519 exported visits per week in the peak period.  Gateshead is reliant 
on neighbouring local authorities to meet sports hall demand. 

 Consultation with a range of sports indicates that they are well catered for; however storage 
of equipment and lighting in some of the facilities is a challenge.  

 No NGB identified that Gateshead was a priority for capital investment but would however be 
open to any discussions. 

 According to the FPM the population is estimated to generate a demand for a minimum of 62 
badminton courts which shows a shortfall of eight courts to meet demand.   This compares to 
a current available supply of 54 courts, giving a supply/demand balance of -8 courts.   

 However, consultation and analysis of sports hall programmes identifies that availability at 
some sites (e.g. GIS) has been reduced as a result of low level of demand; especially on 
Saturday afternoons. Therefore, there is a need to make efficient and effective use of the 
existing stock prior to considering additional provision. 

 It is recognised that an increase in population is likely to increase demand for sports halls, but 
the immediate focus for providers is to maximise the use of the existing stock. 

 Considering the recent (£45 million) investment in community sports facilities by GMBC it is 
unlikely that the Council will undertake any additional investment in its community 
infrastructure; therefore, the focus will be making most efficient and effective use of the 
current stock 

 

                                                
1 The FPM does not include 1 and 2 court halls 
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Health and fitness 

 There are 24 health and fitness suites with 20 or more stations within Gateshead, 24 of which 
are considered to have pay and play community use, providing a total of 1,559 stations.  

 The location of health and fitness suites is focussed in the more densely populated areas of 
Gateshead.  All but three health and fitness suites are located in the North of the Borough. 

 The quality site assessments indicated that 63% (12) were as assessed as good quality, two 
above average and the remaining 26% (five) were deemed as below average. 

 The good quality GMBC managed facilities further reinforces the need to have high quality, 
well presented facilities in order to compete in this market.  . 

 There is a relatively wide choice of facilities and a variety of costs for all potential users in 
Gateshead.  

 Only one site, Lord Lawson of Beamish Community School with 18 health and fitness stations 
is not available for community use. 

 According to UK penetration rates there is a current need for 700 stations across Gateshead, 
which is expected to grow to 801 stations by 2024 and to 863 stations by 2037. This does not 
include a comfort buffer to accommodate high demand at peak times; which can be as much 
as 50% of the supply 

 When comparing the number of community accessible stations currently available (1,559) 
even future population growth indicates that the current number of stations will meet demand 
from the population.  

 Based on the analysis the assessment is suggesting that there is sufficient supply to meet 
demand. 

 

Squash courts 

 There are four squash courts across two sites in Gateshead, all located in Council managed 
facilities. 

 Gateshead Leisure Centre was assessed as good quality and Dunston Leisure Centre was 
assessed as above average. 

 Gateshead is not deemed as a priority area by the National Governing Body. 
 There is one club in Gateshead; Dunston Squash Club that uses Dunston Leisure Centre. 
 The Club has 50 members and this has increased recently. 
 The Club express that no extra demand for courts is required at this time. 

 

Indoor Bowls 

 There is one indoor bowling centre in Gateshead; Gateshead Indoor Bowling Club. 
 The Club is now managed by a group of trustees. 
 There are eight indoor rinks, assessed as standard quality. 
 The ancillary facilities were assessed as poor quality and in need of refurbishment. 
 The majority of Gateshead residents live within a 20 minute drive time of GIBC. 
 Crowtree LC (including the indoor bowls centre) closed in 2013 which saw members migrating 

to a number of clubs within the region; but did not include GIBC. 
 The Club has approximately 400 adult members, which has increased in recent years. It has 

the capacity to accommodate more members and is actively seeking to increase this by 
developing a youth project. 

 The Club is also aiming to be open throughout the whole of the year (not just September to 
April). 

 The Sport England Market Segmentation indicates that 384 people would like to participate in 
bowls who are currently not doing so. 
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Swimming pools 

 KKP’s audit identifies 16 pools on eight sites (a total of 50 lanes), some of which are 
‘discounted’ from subsequent modelling because of their size/accessibility. 

 The FPM indicates that there are 13 pools on five sites. 
 The five pools with community access in Gateshead are; Birtley Swimming Centre, Blaydon 

Leisure and primary Care Centre, Dunston Leisure Centre, Gateshead Leisure Centre and 
Heworth Leisure Centre. 

 Three pools were assessed, but discounted as they are deemed small; these were at Gym 
etc, Livingwell and the Marriot Hotel. 

 All swimming pools in Gateshead are rated as good quality apart from Dunston Leisure Centre 
which was assessed as above average.  

 With the exception of Livingwell Health Club, Gym etc and Marriot Leisure club all swimming 
pools are managed by GMBC. 

 All swimming pools managed by GMBC were built or refurbished from 2010. 
 All but Livingwell offer swimming lessons in Gateshead. 
 Gateshead residents, if mobile, have a wide range of swimming pools to access within 2 miles 

of the Borough. 
 The FPM indicates that all five of Gateshead’s swimming pool sites have large capacities, 

ranging from 2,626 to 3,944 vpwpp, and on average they currently operate at 76% of capacity. 
 Gateshead’s resident population is estimated to generate a demand for a minimum of 2,119 

sq.m of water space. This compares to a current available supply of 1,961 sq.m of water 
space, giving a supply/demand balance of -158 sq.m of water space. 

 The Sports Facilities Calculator predicts that the future population will result in a demand for 
119.84m2  of additional water space (2.26 lanes) 

 The FPM indicates that in Gateshead there is a current shortfall of 158 m2 (5 lanes), the 
shortfall is further exacerbated by the future demand of an additional 2.26 lanes. 

 The shortfall in provision of swimming pools in Gateshead is also attributable to the fact that 
there are no private sector health and fitness facilities with pools large enough to be included 
within the supply. This is unusual for a major urban area, but reflects the demographic profile 
of Gateshead and a Newcastle focus for main health and fitness providers with pools. 

 The relationship with the ASA and GMBC is deemed to be strong and the Council has 
developed an Aquatic Improvement Plan, which was finalised in June 2015. 

 Consultation identified that GMBC has reduced the availability of some swimming pools 
(especially on Sunday afternoons) in order to meet financial efficiency targets. 

 GMBC is delivering 2,200 swimming lessons across its five swimming pools.  It is clear that 
there is a real opportunity to increase the number of pre-school swimming lessons at all 
facilities; as well as expand the reach of the ‘school age’ lessons. 

 There is a need for GMBC to develop a more business-like approach to the programming and 
management of its swimming pools (a key example being the policy on the number of pools 
available for general swimming during peak times) 

 There are five clubs in Gateshead; Birtley ASC, Blaydon ASC, Gateshead Kestrels, 
Gateshead Synchro Swimming Club and Gateshead and Whickham ASC. 

 Gateshead and Whickham ASC was the only club that expressed the need for additional pool 
time. 

 In summary GMBC needs to consider its approach to pool programming to meet the needs of 
clubs, LTS and community access to pools. 

 In summary, although Gateshead has a shortfall in swimming provision it should firstly develop 
an improved approach to the management of its existing stock before considering whether or 
not there is a need to provide an additional pool to accommodate increased demand from the 
rise in population. 
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Tennis courts 

 There are 40 tennis courts in Gateshead across 16 sites 
 Of the 40, 24 are managed by GMBC , the remaining 16 are located and managed on 

Education sites 
 The standard of tennis courts is generally high: 18 courts are classed as good, with eleven 

standard and eight poor. 
 There is one tennis club in Gateshead; Blaydon Tennis Club, which also operates a tennis 

programme; Gateshead Tennis. The Club is located at Derwenthaugh Park. 
 Peak time play varies from midweek to weekends depending on the leagues in which teams 

play. 
 Blaydon Tennis Club did not report any latent demand and confirm that the number of courts 

available is adequate to meet the needs of members.  
 Blaydon Tennis Club has a desire to grow membership, through its tennis programmes. 
 As no indoor tennis courts were identified there is a case to further investigate the need to 

look at the potential to cover court(s) at Derwent Walk Country Park and Derwenthaugh Park 
the home to Blaydon Tennis Club. 

 

Athletics 

 Gateshead International Stadium is certified as a Class A IAAF track and was last assessed 
and certified in May 2014. 

 There is also a cinder 400 metre track located at Blaydon Leisure centre. 

 There are five athletics clubs in Gateshead. 

 All clubs with the exception of Saltwell Harriers aim to increase membership. 

 Gateshead is seen as a priority area by England Athletics, there is also a Gateshead Athletics 
Network established to support clubs. 

 GIS has an eight lane synthetic track, an 80 meter indoor track, 11,700 seats, throws areas 
and an additional throwing training area adjacent to the stadium. 

 In recent years GIS has been host to National and International events, now it is host to one 
major event; the English Schools Track and Field Association Championships. 

 Overall all areas of GIS are in good quality including the equipment. 

 The track at Blaydon Leisure Centre is of poor quality and in need of maintenance and 
investment. 

 GIS has a clear and defined role as an athletics and football stadium for the high level 
athletics and a national football league club.  The main pitch also plays host to Gateshead 
Storm Rugby League.  However, the wider complex also accommodates a wide range of 
grass roots sport and has the potential (with two – potentially three - 3G pitches) to become a 
football hub for the Borough. 

 The stadium use has also extended to hosting other sporting and non-sporting activities and 
events; which is likely to increase moving forward. 

 There will be a need for the wider role of GIS to be defined and developed in line with a multi-
sport and events focus, which athletics needs to be a key feature of. 

 

Cycling 

 British Cycling (BC) was consulted about the potential development of a closed road circuit; 
further investigation would need to be carried out as to the feasibility of such a facility. 

 There are a number of cycling clubs in the Tyne area that BC work with in relation to the Go 
Ride programme. 

 There is a reluctance to travel to Middlesbrough from clubs within the North of the North East 
region due to travel time. 

 There are no other closed road circuits within the North East region other than the one located 
at Middlesbrough Sports Village. 

 British Cycling also uses the Sport England Market Segmentation data to test the population 
need for new facilities.  Within a one mile catchment of GIS there are 1,947 that would like to 
participate in cycling (total population 7,647). 
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Golf 

 There are seven golf courses and one driving range servicing Gateshead.  
 The majority of members travel 2 to 5 five miles to access their course, and less than 25% 

come from outside of Gateshead.  
 There are no reported major issues relating to quality of the courses or ancillary facilities, 

however, the majority of clubs have plans in place in relation to the course and associated 
facilities. All clubs rate their courses as good.  

 Access to all courses is available via both membership and pay and play. 
 The cost and membership criteria is very complex for golf within Gateshead, it does however 

give new players wanting to join clubs a variety of flexible options 
 Golf participation in Gateshead has generally remained static.  
 All clubs report an intention to increase membership in the future. 
 There is an opportunity to work with the Golf club network to drive participation for juniors and 

women as Clubs have intentions to grow. 
 No waiting lists are in place at any of the clubs. 
 The current level of supply is deemed sufficient for residents. 

 

Rowing 

 There is one main rowing club in Gateshead: Tyne United Rowing Club (TURC), which serves 
not only Gateshead but other parts of the North East. 

 The club has excellent ancillary facilities including an indoor rowing tank, strength and 
conditioning facility, clubhouse and a range of rowing machines. 

 The club has pooled its resources with Northumbria University and has a joint fleet which 
enables members of both organisations to get access to the best quality boats available in 
order to deliver the best possible rowing experience. 

 The club has a wide membership base including juniors, seniors and masters squads. 
 The club has identified its next phase of development as increasing and improving its boat 

fleet; with a focus on new developments in boat design and to ensure that performance 
squads have access to the best quality boats. 

 The club does not have any pressing facility needs and should continue to be recognised as a 
specialist participation and performance rowing club in the region. 

 
NGB priorities 
 
National Governing Bodies of sport have their own key drivers and strategic priorities for 
facility development both nationally and locally.  Below is a summary of those, where they 
exist. 
 
Badminton 
 
The National Facilities Strategy (2012-2016) vision is ‘that everyone in England should 
have access to a badminton court that enables them to ‘play at the right level - for them’. 
The APS data indicates that Badminton participation (once a week participation: 1x30 
minutes for ages16+) has fallen by nearly 10% to 490,200 nationally in the last two years.   
 
Badminton England (BE) works within a framework to try and increase participation which 
includes: 
 
 Play Badminton: Working with partner leisure operators to increase casual 

badminton participation, increase court usage and increase income. Supported by 
BE staff and national marketing and encompasses several ways to play using an 
audit process to identify appropriate sites and operators to work with across the 
regions 
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 No Strings Badminton: Social pay and play weekly sessions relaxed, social game-
play ideal for casual players of all abilities (ages 16+), led by a friendly, welcoming 
session co-ordinator. 

 Essentials:  Beginners caching courses. Learn all the badminton basics at a 
relaxed pace with beginners coaching sessions over 6-8 weeks, led by BE qualified 
coaches. 

 Battle Badminton: Casual Competition Leader boards; find new players (ages 
18+) to play socially in matches where you pick the venue, set the rules and record 
your results online to earn points and rise the ranks in local and national leader-
boards. 

 SmashUp! Badminton for young people. Court time for 12-16 year olds where they 
can get involved with fun, big hitting badminton challenges with music and mates. 

 
Consultation with BE suggests that the NGB aims to ensure that the delivery of the above 
programmes is based on having good quality facilities that are accessible to the 
community.  The NGB did not recommend for a badminton specific centre however would 
be open to discussions to develop the game further and its participation programmes. 
 
Basketball 
 
England Basketball expressed that Gateshead was not a priority for any capital 
investment; however the NGB is keen to ensure that facilities are appropriate (correct 
technical specifications) for the development of the game.  The focus for the NGB within 
the North East is to deliver the Whole Sport Plan to the largest target population and 
provide a pathway into club or community activities. 
 
Netball 
 
There are good club links with education in Gateshead that has seen junior membership 
increase in recent years. There is some holiday activity predominantly taking place at GIS 
and Gateshead Leisure Centre. Gateshead is seen as a priority local authority to develop 
Netball programmes. A club satellite programme funded by the County Sports Partnership 
has seen an increase in membership. No requests from GMBC have been received for 
capital investment; however the NGB would not be averse to discussions. 
 
Gymnastics 
 
Overall in Gateshead, gymnastics is a thriving sport with a good spread of clubs for both 
male and females and disciplines.  With the move for British Gymnastics (BG) to support 
clubs to manage their own dedicated gymnastics centres, there is an opportunity for 
partners including GMBC, BG and the Clubs to feasibly look at a dedicated gymnastics 
facility with the appropriate equipment. 
 
Swimming 
 
The relationship with the Amateur Swimming Association (ASA) and GMBC is deemed to 
be strong with an Aquatic Improvement Plan that was finalised in June 2015. The Council 
is also part of the Aquatics Tyne and Wear hub which aims to provide local authorities 
with assistance to develop its workforce, deliver training for teachers, and share good 
practice 
 



GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL  
INDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN 
 

October 2016 Knight Kavanagh & Page 9 

 

Squash 
 
Although England Squash identifies no key clubs within Gateshead, facilities are 
considered key to enabling participation at recreational level.  England Squash released 
its new participation strategy in May 2015 with the aim of increasing participation through 
clubs.  
 
Athletics 
 
The focus for England Athletics is new participation programmes; such as parkrun.  
Workforce development is a priority to increase the number of new coaches and 
volunteers. Gateshead is seen as a priority local authority due to the number of clubs and 
membership. GIS is seen as a key athletics stadium for the development of the Clubs, 
participation programmes and workforce development. There is also a Gateshead 
Athletics Network that supports and develops athletics across the area. The network is 
formed from a cluster of Athletics clubs located in Gateshead. 
 
Cycling 
 
British Cycling illustrated the opportunity to further develop participation within Gateshead 
through a number of initiatives, such as enhancing the Go Ride programme which is 
already being delivered.  The opportunity to develop further closed road circuits 
potentially at Gateshead International Stadium would be welcomed. 
 
Summary  
 
With regard to specific facilities the Assessment Report has found: 
 
 Sports hall provision across Gateshead is of a good standard. The GMBC managed 

leisure centres are full to capacity during some peak times, but some have capacity at 
others. Education sites also offer a wide range of community options with only 
Furrowfield not offering community use.   

 Consultation with NGBs and clubs identified that there is no additional demand for 
sport halls.  The main issues for clubs relate to pricing, and some quality issues such 
as having poor quality netball posts at GIS or the desire to have a sprung floor for 
gymnastics at Gateshead Leisure Centre.  

 It is understood that Newcastle has an aspiration to develop a new sports arena and 
that the Foundation of Light is progressing with a new large sports hall facility in 
Sunderland. Both of these facilities will look to accommodate club fixtures, events and 
training as a key part of their programmes 

 There are a number of core health and fitness sites within Gateshead, those 
particularly managed by GMBC.  These sites offer good quality access to health and 
fitness and each contain over 20 stations. 

 Gateshead does not have any commercial (health and fitness) sector swimming pools 
of sufficient size to be included within the Borough’s supply; the area is reliant on the 
Council’s swimming pool provision. 

 Gateshead and Whickham ASC is the main swimming club in the area and the key 
club that has identified the need for additional pool time. Other clubs are restricted by 
a combination of pool time and cost. 

 It is recognised that the FPM identifies a shortfall in provision, but there is no 
immediate appetite for additional swimming pool provision; the key focus is for a 
change in pool programming policy in order to make pools busier and more financially 
viable.  
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 Gateshead International Stadium is a significant venue for athletics, Gateshead and 
the North East region.  However, the status of the venue has been reduced due to the 
lack of national and international events, over recent years.   

 Gateshead College is a key user of Gateshead International Stadium and has 
aspirations to increase the number of sport related courses delivered at the venue. 

 Gateshead has an opportunity to work in partnership with British Cycling to develop a 
closed road circuit as part of the wider Gateshead International Stadium complex; 
which would complement the track at Middlesbrough Sports Village in the south of the 
region. 



GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL  
INDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN 
 

October 2016 Knight Kavanagh & Page 11 

 

STRATEGIC DRIVERS 
 
Department of Media Culture and Sport Sporting Future: A New Strategy for an 
Active Nation (2015) 
 
The Government published its strategy for sport in December 2015. This strategy 
confirms the recognition and understanding that sport makes a positive difference through 
broader means and that it will help the sector to deliver five simple but fundamental 
outcomes: physical health, mental health, individual development, social and community 
development and economic development. In order to measure its success in producing 
outputs which accord with these aims it has also adopted a series of 23 performance 
indicators under nine key headings, as follows: 
 
 More people taking part in sport and physical activity. 
 More people volunteering in sport. 
 More people experiencing live sport. 
 Maximising international sporting success. 
 Maximising domestic sporting success. 
 Maximising the impact of major events. 
 A more productive sport sector. 
 A more financially and organisationally sustainable sport sector. 
 
Sport England: Towards an Active Nation 
 
Sport England’s response to the Government’s strategy was to develop 
Towards an Active Nation: 
 
Figure 2.2 Sport England Strategy 2016-2021 
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Sport England has identified that it will invest in:  
 
 Tackling inactivity 
 Children and young people 
 Volunteering – a dual benefit 
 Taking sport and activity into the mass market 
 Supporting sport’s core market 
 Local delivery 
 Facilities 
 
These seven investment programmes will be underpinned by a new Workforce Strategy 
and a new Coaching Plan. 
 
The Council Plan (2015 - 2020) 
 
The Council Plan for 2015-2020 sets out how the Council intends to achieve the following 
vision for Gateshead; 
 
“Local people realising their full potential, enjoying the best quality of life in a healthy, 
equal, safe, prosperous and sustainable Gateshead.” 
 
The Council aims to achieve the vision through the following “big ideas” 
 
 City of Gateshead  
 Global Gateshead  
 Creative Gateshead  
 Sustainable Gateshead  
 Active and Healthy Gateshead  
 Gateshead Volunteers  

 
Creative Gateshead - A Culture Strategy for Gateshead (2014 – 2017) 
 
The ambitions of the strategy are to create a network of creative and community hubs to 
drive economic growth and strong, cohesive communities by building the skills of 
residents within the cultural sector.  Through building a stronger visitor economy in the 
towns and countryside through high profile international cultural and sports events and 
conferences.  All of this is to be developed through strong partnerships -with businesses 
and international partnerships, community and voluntary organisations, north east culture 
organisations, universities and colleges 

 
The strategy aims to: 
 
 Accelerate economic and cultural growth in Gateshead and increase employment 

opportunities. 
 Improve health and wellbeing of Gateshead residents through a strong and accessible 

cultural offer and activities. 
 Build on the legacy of 40 years investment in culture in local communities. 
 Ensure that creative and innovative leadership in culture is sustained. 
 Attract and retain creative people and nurture talent and ensure Gateshead is a 

creative place. 
 Develop new sustainable solutions and partnerships with significantly less resources 
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 Continue to develop a cultural infrastructure and cultural network that places 
Gateshead as an international leader in culture. 

 
Planning 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework specifies that Local Plans should meet 
objectively assessed needs.  Planning policy should be based on robust, up-to-date 
assessments of need for open space, sports and recreation facilities and opportunities for 
new provision. 
 
Sport England reflects this by promoting a planned approach to the provision of facilities 
and opportunities to participate in sport, in doing so adding value to the work of others 
and helping to deliver sustainable development goals through: 
 
 Recognising and taking full advantage of the unique role of sport and active recreation 

in contributing to a wide array of policy and community aspirations, including leisure, 
health and education. 

 Using sport and recreation as a fundamental part of the planning and delivery of 
sustainable communities. 

 The development of partnership working using sport and active recreation as a 
common interest. 

 
In line with the Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF para 73), and 
as presented in the diagram below, Sport England advocates that at the core of planning 
for sport should be a robust and up-to-date assessment of the needs for sport and active 
recreational facilities and opportunities for new provision.  The results of the assessment 
should be developed into a clear strategy for meeting the identified needs and integrated 
into Forward Planning and applied within Development Management. 
 
Figure 1.5: Sport England Strategic Planning Model 

 
 

This Strategy seeks to provide all partners and stakeholders in Gateshead with a valuable 
tool that guides internal and external investment decisions, supports applications for 
external funding and informs key management decisions. 
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STRATEGY VISION AND OBJECTIVES 
 
This is the Gateshead Council vision for sport and leisure facility provision in the Borough. 
It builds on the conclusions identified in the Leisure Facilities Assessment Report (March 
2016) This Strategy sets the vision and objectives for Gateshead’s physical infrastructure 
for the period 2016 to 2026.  
 
It provides a framework within which a clear, coherent way forward for the management 
and delivery of sports facilities in Gateshead can be identified.  The primary focus is to 
give residents a sustainable range of good quality facilities capable of meeting needs of 
residents / users and ensure that sport and physical activity programmes lead to 
increases in regular participation, taking account of the projected increases in age profile 
of the population in the Borough up until 2026. 
 
The Strategy does not solely focus on the condition, replacement and refurbishment of 
leisure facilities; it also considers how these should be put to the best use in order that 
they contribute to the wider health and wellbeing outcomes identified by the Council and 
its strategic partners. 
 

“To create a network of high quality, accessible and sustainable sport and leisure 
facilities, which offer inclusive services for all; enabling more residents to fulfil 

their potential by participating in sport and physical activity, thus improving their 
long-term health and well-being” 

 
The following objectives and recommendations have been identified in order to deliver the 
above vision. These have been developed under the key headings of protect, enhance, 
and provide: 
 
To Protect the existing supply of sports facilities where it is needed to meet current or 
future demand. 
 
a. Protect facilities through local planning policies which include criteria based policies 

that protect existing facilities which meet identified needs. 
b. Protect facilities and invest in their long term maintenance, keeping them “fit for 

purpose” and where possible providing enhancements to meet changing trends, local 
demand and customer expectations. 

 
Develop a borough-wide approach to sports facility programming to Enhance sports 
development aspirations and physical activity outcomes  
 
c. Establish a Gateshead wide Sports Board which has a ‘facility specific’ working group 

to bring together as many operators of sports facilities in the Borough as possible. 
d. The focus for the ‘facility specific’ working group will be to ensure that the 

programming, pathways and sports development outcomes are cohesive and drive 
sports participation in Gateshead. 

e. Develop an agreed Gateshead definition of community use to which all partners sign 
and agree to implement. 
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Provide a coherent range of good quality, accessible facilities and take advantage of 
relevant opportunities to provide new and enhance existing specialist sports facilities in 
the Borough. 
 
f. Ensure all facilities within Gateshead are accessible to all resident. 
g. Work with British Cycling to identify the opportunities to create a closed road circuit in 

the Borough which will serve the main conurbations in the North East region. 
h. Define the future role of Gateshead International Stadium as a regionally specific 

athletics venue and multi-sports hub. 
 
Strategy objectives 
 
OBJECTIVE 1 - PROTECT 

To Protect the existing supply of sports facilities where it is needed to meet current or future 
demand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Planning 
 

It is important that GMBC’s Planning Department develops robust planning policies that 
set out an approach to securing sport and recreational facilities for the longer term, where 
appropriate via new developments in the area. Guidance should form the basis for 
negotiation with developers to secure contributions to develop new provision and/or the 
enhancement of existing indoor facilities. In recognition of the undersupply of swimming 
pools and sports halls the Council should consider identifying new provision on the 
Council’s Regulation 123 list. 
 
Section 106 contributions or CIL (the Community Infrastructure Levy) should be used to 
improve the quality and scope of existing indoor facilities to enable increased capacity 
and use to be accommodated, enhancing the operator’s ability to increase participation at 
relevant centres. Consideration should also be given to applying such funds to improve 
the quality of school sports facilities, where they enhance and extend the community use 
of schools. 
 
GMBC needs to protect the existing supply of sports facilities where they are needed to 
meet current or future needs. Local plan policies should protect facilities to safeguard 
their long term use for the community; this should encompass strategically significant 
facilities as well as access to school sports facilities.  
 

Recommendations: 

 
a. Protect facilities through local planning policies which include criteria based policies that 

protect existing facilities which meet identified needs. 
b. Protect facilities and invest in their long term maintenance, keeping them “fit for purpose” 

and where possible providing enhancements to meet changing trends, local demand and 
customer expectations. 
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Investment planning 
 
Given that GMBC has recently invested circa £45 million in the provision of new and 
refurbished leisure stock, alongside the development of a number of new schools, it will 
be important that the Council maintains these facilities to a high standard in order that 
they are attractive and relevant within the context of a competitive leisure market. In this 
context it will be important for the Council to identify relevant funds to maintain buildings 
to their current high standard and not to allow them to deteriorate to the point that they 
need significant investment. 
 
The assessment report findings have identified the need for additional facilities in future 
years (i.e. sports halls); however, it is clear from the analysis that the current supply of 
courts is not fully utilised at present. Therefore, the focus will be on ensuring that the 
efficient and effective use of the existing stock is achieved prior to considering additional 
provision. In light of the Council’s recent investment in its community facilities it is 
anticipated that any additional stock will need to be provided aligned to Education 
provision. 
 
The investment planning will need to consider two distinct elements, namely: asset 
management and customer experience and expectation. In relation to asset 
management, the facilities need to be maintained to a standard that their ‘behind the 
scenes’ elements are sufficient and efficient enough to maintain the operation of the 
facilities. These are often the most costly parts of facilities as they include elements such 
as pool plant rooms, circulation and heating systems, roofs as well as key elements of 
health and safety. In addition to this, it is important to ensure that the customer facing 
parts of the facility are invested in to ensure they are modern, attractive and able to 
achieve anticipated income levels.  
 
Therefore, there will be a need for the Council to ensure that its facilities are appropriately 
maintained for the longer term and remain ‘fit for purpose’ from a community use 
perspective. This will be instrumental in ensuring that, facilities remain attractive to the 
community and continue to contribute to delivering increased levels of physical activity 
within Gateshead. 
 
OBJECTIVE 2 - ENHANCE 

Develop a borough-wide approach to sports facility programming to Enhance sports 
development aspirations and physical activity outcomes  
 

 
In delivering the above the Council needs to consider how it will work with partners to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recommendations: 
 
c. Establish a Gateshead wide Sports Board which has a ‘facility specific’ working group to 

bring together as many operators of sports facilities in the Borough as possible. 
d. The focus for the ‘facility specific’ working group will be to ensure that the programming, 

pathways and sports development outcomes are cohesive and drive sports participation in 
Gateshead. 

e. Develop an agreed Gateshead definition of community use to which all partners sign and 
agree to implement. 
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Gateshead Sports Board 
 
Although GMBC Leisure Services is the main provider of community sports facilities in 
Gateshead it is also recognised that there is a wider mixed economy of facility providers 
across the education and voluntary sector. Therefore, it is important that providers come 
together to ensure that, where possible, appropriate policies are developed which enable 
residents to access relevant sport and physical activity opportunities within their 
communities. This can only be done if there is a partnership lead (i.e. the Sports Board) 
which recognises and advocates the wider benefits of sport and physical activity within 
the Gateshead area. 
 
Facility specific working group 
 
The programming of facilities with key partners in Gateshead facilities should be designed 
to accommodate as many participants as possible.  Amended programming has the 
potential to increase throughput levels in many facilities, resulting in more participants; 
ensuring the community sports facilities have a positive impact on the quality of life in 
Gateshead.   
 
The facility specific working group should ensure that programming of facilities across the 
Borough is geared towards increasing participation across selected sports and specific 
priority groups.  This should also include access by NGBs and local clubs to support 
development programmes and participation initiatives, to achieve an increase in 
participation and longer term participation in club settings. 
 
Community use 
 
Developing a Gateshead specific definition of community use and defining what this 
means for the Borough will be one of the core tasks for the Sports Board. This will enable 
operators across Gateshead to: 
 
 Provide variety across the programme accommodating a broad range of sport and 

activity from recreational through to performance. 
 Offer a combination of direct delivery and intervention via partners (e.g. sports clubs, 

health partners, NGB’s). 
 Collect management information and intelligence to underpin actions to extend the 

reach of the service, which will: 
 Introduce new people and communities to existing activities and club 

opportunities. 
 Introduce existing customers to new activities and club opportunities. 
 Enable operators to develop innovative programmes and processes to improve 

service impact among hard to reach groups. 
 Continually re-present the sport and physical activity offer to local communities. 
 Develop appropriate communication processes which enable local communities to 

make informed choices about being physically active. 
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The above also enables the following key drivers to be achieved and continually 
monitored: 
 
 To achieve buy-in from GMBC leisure management, schools, academies and third 

sector organisations to a common definition and rationale for community use of sports 
facilities across the Borough. 

 To create an advocacy group (of operators) whose role it is to influence the sport and 
physical activity opportunities across the Borough. 

 To work with schools, clubs and NGB’s to co-ordinate (where appropriate) the sport 
specific role and function of specific facilities on a community or Borough-wide basis. 

 Ensure that all facilities, including schools, are programmed and animated to their 
maximum capacity reflecting local needs and contexts. 

 Where feasible, ensure that the operation of all sites facilitates the collection of 
management information; to inform strategic and operational decision making. 

 Develop an effective monitoring and evaluation process for all facilities on the back of 
appropriate management information. 

 Ensure, where possible, that all school sports facilities are accessible to the local 
community (i.e. a minimum of 20 to 30 hours per week). This level of access should 
be written into community use agreements. 

 Agree a common approach to pricing to ensure that cost of access is appropriate for 
different client groups and does not become a significant barrier to participation. 

 
OBJECTIVE 3 - PROVIDE 

Provide a coherent range of good quality, accessible facilities and take advantage of relevant 
opportunities to provide new and enhance existing specialist sports facilities in the Borough. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The continued accessibility of sport and physical activity facilities is an important factor for 
GMBC and is reflected in the current pricing policies employed across the network of 
facilities. As such, longer term consideration will need to be given to the following: 
 

 Given the financial imperative of Sport and Leisure to be financially self-sufficient as a 
service, GMBC needs to ensure that price does not become a barrier to participation; 
especially for young people and economically challenged residents. 

 How GMBC can affect any new school developments in the Borough to ensure, at 
minimum, community access to a new sports hall and, potentially, to other community 
space to help address local physical inactivity, obesity and health related challenges. 

 How partners can agree bespoke, high level interventions to shape service delivery 
across all facilities to meet Gateshead’s wider health and well-being objectives. 

 

Recommendations: 
 
f. Ensure all facilities within Gateshead are accessible to all residents. 
g. Work with British Cycling to identify the opportunities to create a closed road circuit in the 

Borough which will serve the main conurbations in the North East region. 
h. Define the future role of Gateshead International Stadium as a regionally specific athletics 

venue and multi-sports hub. 
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Opportunities for new facilities 
 
The Assessment report has identified that there is an opportunity to develop a closed 
road regional circuit in Gateshead, in partnership with British Cycling. GMBC needs to 
determine if this is an opportunity which it is willing to pursue as it will require the 
allocation of Council land for the development as well as the potential requirement for 
capital funding. 
 
However, this will present Gateshead’s residents with a key physical activity facility in a 
growing sport and will enhance the Council’s reputation for providing some of the key 
regionally significant facilities across the North East. 
 
Gateshead International Stadium 
 
The focus of Gateshead International Stadium has changed and there is a need for the 
Council and its partners to embrace this and to refine the future role and function of 
facility in line with the needs of the wider community. The stadium was previously a 
nationally significant athletics venue which is reflected in the level of events that it has 
hosted. However, its status as a major athletics venue has been superseded on two 
fronts: 
 
 The development of larger and more modern athletics venues in other parts of the 

country. 
 The expansion of the facility mix and alternative uses of the stadium including 

developments such as 3G pitches, expanded health and fitness and use by 
Gateshead FC, which generate higher levels of throughput, thus diluting the focus for 
athletics. 

 
As such, there is a need for the Council and its partners to recognise the future role of the 
stadium and what it should deliver rather than its previous status. This future role should 
be within the context of a multi-sport hub and events venue for the Borough and the North 
East Region.  
 
The future role of the stadium should focus on the following: 
 
 The North East’s premier Athletics venue and one which is capable of continuing to 

host the English Schools Athletics Championships. 
 A football stadium for Gateshead FC, accommodating their current league 

requirements and potential future stadium conditions if promoted into the Football 
League. 

 A football development hub for Gateshead which accommodates both training and 
fixtures for junior football clubs. 

 Part of the wider health and fitness offer across the Borough, but which is 
differentiated as a result of the functional training and strength and conditioning offer 
available. 

 The main outdoor events venue for the Borough and one which can attract regionally 
significant outdoor events, shows, concerts and festivals; and which contributes to the 
wider economic development of Gateshead. 

 A potential gymnastics venue for the Borough if the decision is taken to convert half of 
the sports hall into a permanent gymnastics venue. 

 A potential closed road cycling venue for the Borough if the decision is taken to work 
with British Cycling to invest in a facility at GIS. 
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 An education base for Gateshead College delivering sport and uniformed public 
services opportunities for young people in Gateshead and beyond. 

 
A key challenge in delivering the above is balancing the needs of all the partners and 
stakeholders on the site. It is clear that Gateshead College has aspirations to increase 
the number of sport related courses and academies at its educational base at the 
stadium, but this will also need to be balanced with the Council’s need to increase income 
and deliver efficiencies from the operation of the facility. 
 
The potential facility development aspirations at GIS also present real opportunities to 
engage with NGBs and to develop educational based academies at the site. This 
presents opportunities for all stakeholders to develop a wider offer and to develop cross 
partner initiatives. 
 
If GIS is to achieve the above, it will require the Council and its partners to ensure that the 
Stadium is recognised for more than just athletics and football and that it is a key tool in 
the delivery of a wider sporting, cultural and economic development offer for Gateshead. 
 
It should be noted that the focus for the stadium may be refined further should 
Northumbria University have any specific aspirations for the GIS site. 
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
 
The following implementation plan relates to the key recommendations within the strategy and seeks to identify the core responsibilities 
and delivery mechanism for each. 
 

Objective Strategic recommendation Implementation actions Lead 
agency 

Partners Timescale 

(S/M/L) 

Protect Protect facilities through local planning 
policies which include criteria based policies 
that protect existing facilities which meet 
identified needs. 

 Develop planning policy to protect existing levels of 
sports facility provision across the Borough. 

GMBC NA L 

Protect Protect facilities and invest in their long term 
maintenance, keeping them “fit for purpose” 
and where possible providing enhancements 
to meet changing trends, local demand and 
customer expectations. 

 Use planning gain to invest in existing sports facilities 
in order to protect their quality. 

 Identify sports facility provision as a key component 
of the Council’s Regulation 123 list 

GMBC NA L 

Enhance Establish a Gateshead wide Sports Board 
which has a ‘facility specific’ working group to 
bring together as many operators of sports 
facilities in the Borough as possible. 

 Identify potential partners to be involved in the Sports 
Board and establish it with clear terms of reference. 

 Establish the sports facility working group with clear 
terms of reference. 

GMBC Key Members 
Education 
Health 
Key clubs 

S 

Enhance The focus for the ‘facility specific’ working 
group will be to ensure that the 
programming, pathways and sports 
development outcomes are cohesive and 
drive sports participation in Gateshead. 

 Work with partners to understand the current 
programmes across all facilities. 

 Identify opportunities to push and pull programmes 
for the benefit of sports participation. 

 Consider the development of a sports/activity specific 
focus for specific facilities 

GMBC School Lettings 
Solutions 
Education 
Health 
 

S 

Enhance Develop an agreed Gateshead definition of 
community use to which all partners sign and 
agree to implement. 

 Consult with partners on the definition of community 
use. 

 Agree the definition with partners and identify how 
this should be implemented. 

 Agree on a series of high level KPIs which can be 
reported on as part of the Gateshead Sports Board 
progress. 

GMBC School Lettings 
Solutions 
Education 
Health 
 

M 
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Objective Strategic recommendation Implementation actions Lead 
agency 

Partners Timescale 

(S/M/L) 

Provide Ensure all facilities within Gateshead are 
accessible to all residents. 

 Agree a common approach to pricing across 
Gateshead’s facilities. 

 Monitor pricing and concessionary schemes to 
ensure that price does not become a barrier to 
participation. 

 Identify if there are any issues which affect the 
physical access to specific facilities and seek to 
address these. 

 Seek to ensure that programmes developed across 
the facility network accommodate all types of users. 

GMBC Gateshead Sports 
Board  

M 

Provide Work with British Cycling to identify the 
opportunities to create a closed road circuit 
in the Borough which will serve the main 
conurbations in the North East region. 

 Identify if this is a priority for Gateshead Council. 

 Scope out the potential opportunity and investment 
requirements with British Cycling. 

 Identify the potential impact on the existing GIS 
operation. 

 Make a decision on the opportunity. 

GMBC British Cycling 
Sport England 
 

S 

Provide Define the future role of Gateshead 
International Stadium as a regionally specific 
athletics venue and multi-sports hub. 

 Create a working group of stakeholders and partners 
to refine the role of GIS. 

 Identify investment priorities for the facility. 

 Develop an events programme for the facility 
identifying wider opportunities. 

 Identify opportunities for partnership working with 
stakeholders (e.g. education input to events 
programme). 

 Ensure that educational outcomes and opportunities 
are considered as a key part of the delivery of future 
developments at the site.  

GMBC NGBs 
Gateshead 
College 
Key clubs 
Cultural 
organisations 
Events promoters 

M 
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The following actions are relative to the overall management and programming of key facilities in Gateshead. All actions identified below 
should take account of accessibility issues (hearing, visual and wheelchair access). 
 
The following actions relative to each of the Borough’s key facilities is identified below: 
 

Ref Site Name Type of facility Management Challenges Recommended action Lead 
agency 

Timescale 

(S/M/L) 

46 Gateshead 
Leisure Centre 

Sports hall 

Health and Fitness 

Swimming Pool 

Squash Court 

Council Quality of floor for 
gymnastics. 
Ensuring needs of different 
market segments are met 
given the high demand for 
facilities. 
Limited scope due to car 
parking limitations. 

Retain overall quality of the facility and 
expand the swimming lesson programme 
as part of a wider programming initiative. 
Retain focus as flagship centre for the 
Borough. 
Depending on development of GIS, 
review sports hall programme to 
accommodate key clubs. 

Council S 

10 Birtley Sports 
Centre 

Sports hall 

Health and Fitness 

 

Council Stand-alone dryside and 
fitness facility. 
Significant quality differential 
between health and fitness 
and the rest of the facility. 

Consider the future management 
arrangements and focus of the health 
and fitness offer at the facility.  
Safeguard the provision of the sports hall 
at the facility. 

Council S 

11 Birtley 
Swimming 
Centre 

Swimming Pool Council Stand-alone swimming pool. 
Close to the new 
Washington LC 

Retain the quality of the pool. 
Increase the number of swimming 
lessons. 
Consider increasing the facility’s focus for 
club and pre-programmed use. 

Council S 
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Ref Site Name Type of facility Management Challenges Recommended action Lead 
agency 

Timescale 

(S/M/L) 

45 Gateshead 
International 
Stadium 

Sports hall 

Health and 
Fitness 

Athletics Track 

Football 

 

Council Future role of the Stadium. 
Balance of income 
generation potential and 
Gateshead College 
requirements. 

GIS should be recognised as a focus for 
delivering of a wider sporting, cultural and 
economic development offer for Gateshead: 
 Retained as the premier athletics venue 

for the region. 
 Retained as a football stadium for the 

Borough’s premier football team. 
 Further developed as the premier football 

development centre for the Borough. 
 Recognised and developed as the main 

training base for a wide range of sports 
clubs in Gateshead and programmed as 
such. 

 Developed as the main functional training 
and strength and conditioning fitness 
facility in the Borough. 

 Identified and resourced as the main 
cultural events venue for the Borough. 

 Convert half of the main hall into a 
Gymnastics development venue for the 
Borough following detailed liaison and 
negotiation with Gateshead College. 

 Work with British Cycling to develop a 
closed road cycling venue for the Region. 

Council 
NGBs 
 

S 

53 Heworth 
Leisure Centre 

Health and 
Fitness 

Swimming Pool 

Flow rider 

Council Maintain quality of facilities. 
Maximise H&F membership 
and income from swimming. 

Retain overall quality of the facility and expand 
the swimming lesson programme as part of a 
wider programming initiative. 
Maintain high quality health and fitness offer 
and maximise income generation. 

 M 
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Ref Site Name Type of facility Management Challenges Recommended action Lead 
agency 

Timescale 

(S/M/L) 

30 Dunston 
Leisure Centre 

Health and 
Fitness 

Swimming Pool 

Squash Courts 

Council Quality of squash courts. Retain overall quality of the facility and expand 
the swimming lesson programme as part of a 
wider programming initiative. 
Maintain high quality health and fitness offer 
and maximise income generation 
Identify opportunities to invest in the squash 
courts to maximise usage. 

Council M 

29 Dunston 
Activity Centre 

Sports hall 

Health and 
Fitness 

Charity Quality of sports hall is poor. 
Retained focus for 
gymnastics given potential 
developments at GIS. 

Identify investment opportunities to improve 
quality of facilities and changing. 
 

Trust S 

14 Blaydon 
Leisure Centre 
& Primary 
Care Centre 

Health and 
Fitness 

Swimming Pool 

Council Maintain quality of facilities. 
Maximise H&F membership 
and income from swimming. 

Retain overall quality of the facility and expand 
the swimming lesson programme as part of a 
wider programming initiative. 
Maintain high quality health and fitness offer 
and maximise income generation. 
Maximise the relationship with health partners 
to develop specific programmes and 
interventions for identified client and patient 
groups.  

Council M 

14 Blaydon 
Leisure Centre 
& Primary 
Care Centre 

Athletics Council The future provision (size, 
scale, quality, maintenance, 
etc.) of the athletics track 
within the context of other 
outdoor sport developments 
on the site 

Consider appropriate and improved athletics 
provision onsite within the context of other 
outdoor sports facilities that may be proposed 
for the site. 

Council M 

16 Blaydon Youth 
& Community 
Centre 

Sports hall 

 

Charity Maintain quality of facilities Retain the quality of the facility. 
 
Maximise usage by the community and work 
in partnership to develop youth programme to 
club / sports development initiatives. 

Trust M 
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Ref Site Name Type of facility Management Challenges Recommended action Lead 
agency 

Timescale 

(S/M/L) 

59 Joseph Swan 
Academy 

Sports hall 

 

Education 

(In House) 

Co-ordination of use and 
programmes. 

Part of local sports board facility working 
group and contributes to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes. 

Council 
Education 

Clubs 

M 

110 Thomas 
Hepburn 
Community 
Academy 

Sports hall 

 

Education 

(In House) 

Co-ordination of use and 
programmes. 
 
 

Part of local sports board facility working 
group and contributes to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes. 

Council 
Education 

Clubs 

S 

119 Whickham 
Comprehensiv
e School 

Sports hall 

Health and 
Fitness 

 

Education 

(In House) 

Co-ordination of use and 
programmes. 
 
 

Part of local sports board facility working 
group and contributes to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes. 

Council 
Education 

Clubs 

S 

19 Cardinal Hume 
Catholic 
School 

Sports hall 

 

Education 

(In House) 

Limited hours available to 
the community. 
 
No usage at the weekends. 

Part of local sports board facility working 
group and contributes to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes 
Increase availability at peak times and at 
weekends. 

Council 
Education 

Clubs 

S 

111 Thorp 
academy 

Sports hall 
 

Education 
(In House) 

Quality of sports hall floor. 
 
High percentage of usage by 
Football. 

Part of local sports board facility working 
group and contributes to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes. 
Close liaison with the school to assess quality 
of facilities. 

Council 
Education 

Clubs 

M 

24 St Thomas 
More Catholic 
School 

Sports hall 

Health and 
Fitness 
 

Education 
(In House) 

Co-ordination of use and 
programmes. 
Quality of fitness facility 
 
 

Part of local sports board facility working 
group and contributes to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes. 
Improve the quality of the fitness offer. 

Council 
Education 

Clubs 

M 
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Ref Site Name Type of facility Management Challenges Recommended action Lead 
agency 

Timescale 

(S/M/L) 

33 Emmanuel 
Technology 
College 

Sports hall 

Health and 
Fitness 

 
 

Education 
(In House) 

Co-ordination of use and 
programmes. 
Dominance of football in the 
sports hall programme. 
 

Part of local sports board facility working 
group and contributes to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes. 
Review the dominance of football in the 
programme. 

Council 
Education 

Clubs 

M 

62 Kingsmeadow 
Community 
Comprehensiv
e School 

Sports hall 

 
 

Schools 
Letting 

Solutions 
(SLS) 

Co-ordination of use and 
programmes. 
Dominance of football in the 
sports hall programme. 
 

School lettings solutions to be part of local 
sports board facility working group to 
contribute to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes. 

Council 
Education 

School 
Lettings 
Clubs 

L 

52 Heworth 
Grange 
Comprehensiv
e School 

Sports hall 
 

Schools 
Letting 

Solutions 
(SLS) 

Co-ordination of use and 
programmes. 

School lettings solutions to be part of local 
sports board facility working group to 
contribute to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes. 

Council 
Education 

School 
Lettings 
Clubs 

S 

68 Lord Lawson 
of Beamish 
Community 
School 

Sports hall 

Health and 
Fitness 
 

Schools 
Letting 

Solutions 
(SLS) 

Quality of hall and changing 
facilities. 

School lettings solutions to be part of local 
sports board facility working group to 
contribute to the wider programme 
development for sport across Gateshead. 
Sports hall programme focused on sports 
development outcomes. 
 

Council 
Education 

School 
Lettings 
Clubs 

S 

X Cedars 
Academy 
 

Sports hall School Potential new sports hall School has received an in principle funding 
agreement from Sport England to contribute to 
a new sports hall, providing the Academy can 
raise the remainder of the funds 

School 
Sport 

England 
Council 

M 

 
 


