
Gateshead Annual Monitoring Report 2009-2010 – Position Statement 
 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) brought about significant 
changes to the planning system, and also included a requirement on local 
authorities to produce an Annual Monitoring Report (AMR). Since 2004 the 
Council have submitted a report covering trends over the preceding financial 
year, with a particular focus on: 
 

• progress in terms of local development document preparation against the 
timescale and milestones in the Local Development Scheme; and 

 

• assessing the performance and relevance of policies, including whether 
targets and objectives are being met, in particular the achievement of 
sustainable development, and whether policies need to be amended or 
replaced as a result of changes in national policy and/or development trends.  

 
Gateshead is currently working in partnership with Newcastle City Council in 
preparing a joint Core Strategy and a joint Urban Core Area Action Plan (AAP). A 
draft Core Strategy and preferred options version of the AAP will be published for 
consultation in January 2011. Until these and other development plan documents 
are adopted a number of policies within our Unitary Development Plan continue 
to be saved.  
 
Underpinning and informing these emerging documents is an extensive evidence 
base, including specifically commissioned studies. A significant amount of 
information has been assembled through these, including data on recent 
development trends, housing delivery and retail health checks, for example. 
There is therefore significant overlap between assessments normally undertaken 
as part of the AMR, and information collected in support of the LDF.      
 
The Council has therefore decided not to prepare an AMR for the period 2009-
2010, but to direct interested parties to the part of our website which holds our 
LDF evidence base. In deciding on this course of action the Council has taken 
into account the need to give priority to, and to focus resources on, progressing 
its emerging Local Development Framework (LDF) documents. The evidence 
base underpinning the emerging LDF is substantially complete, and, in terms of 
studies comprises: 
 
Employment Land Review 
Office Needs Assessment 
Retail Capacity Study 
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
Leisure, Culture and Tourism Study 
Green Infrastructure Study 
Social Infrastructure Study 



Flood Risk Assessment 
 
Information on these and other related documents, including our suite of topic 
papers, can be accessed via our on-line consultation portal 
http://onecorestrategyng-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal. 
 
For further information relating to this monitoring position statement then please 
contact Neil Wilkinson, Spatial Development Manager at Gateshead Council, on 
0191 4333411 or at neilwilkinson@gateshead.gov.uk. 
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