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Gateshead Council 

Examination of the Making Spaces for Growing Places Local Plan 

Document (Site Allocations and Development Management Policies) 

Submission Draft Plan October 2018 

Inspector: Joanna Gilbert 

MA (Hons) MTP 

MRTPI 

Programme Officer: Kim Russell 

Address:  c/o 6 Laurel Gardens, 

Kendal, Cumbria 

LA9 6FE 

Tel: 07442 162039 

Email: programmeofficer@gateshead.gov.uk  

 

 

Dear Mr Wilkinson, 

1. Thank you for your email of 12 May 2020 in response to my post-hearings 

letter of 30 April 2020.  The examination has not yet concluded, and 

consultation has yet to take place on modifications to the Plan.  

Consequently, the views expressed in this letter are without prejudice to my 

final conclusions on the Plan and may change dependent on any further 

evidence that emerges. 

 

2. The BAE Systems site has not been subject to public consultation as part of 

the proposed submission consultation and does not currently form part of 

the Plan.  In the absence of very convincing reasoning as to why this 

additional site should be included in the Plan, I conclude that this site would 

not be necessary for soundness as it would make little difference to the 

Council’s overall five-year housing supply position.  Additionally, its inclusion 

in the Plan would be inconsistent with the Council’s approach to other 

additional housing sites initially promoted in their Matter 4 statement.  There 

remains no reason why the additional housing sites without planning 

permission could not progress as windfall sites, in the same way as those 

additional sites with planning permission have come forward. 

 

3. With regard to policies MSGP6, MSGP11, and MSGP17, the modifications set 

out in my letter of 30 April 2020 are the modifications which are necessary 

for soundness.  Furthermore, the scope of the modifications proposed by the 

Council in relation to Appendices 3a and 3b would not fall within the 

parameters of being additional modifications. 

 

4. In terms of airport safeguarding, I note that the Council is working with 

Newcastle International Airport to progress this matter.  As the Aerodrome 

Safeguarding Area is likely to be updated prior to Plan Review, the 

Aerodrome Safeguarding Area should be identified on the Council’s 

interactive mapping and the supporting text to the policy should refer to the 

interactive mapping facility on the Council’s website.  This would then allow 

the Aerodrome Safeguarding Area to be updated on interactive mapping in a 

similar manner to other planning constraints. 
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5. I look forward to receiving the full schedule of proposed main modifications, 

together with the separate schedule of additional modifications and changes 

to the policies map proposed by the Council as advised in my previous letter. 

Joanna Gilbert 

Inspector 

 

18 May 2020 


