
 
 
 
 

CONSULTATION STATEMENT 
 

STATEMENT MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH REGULATION 12 TOWN & 
COUNTRY PLANNING (LOCAL PLANNING) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 

2012 

Gateshead Council as Local Planning Authority (“The Council”) has prepared 
the Hot Food Takeaway Supplementary Planning Document in consultation 
with the following: 

Statutory planning consultees are; 

• Environment Agency 
• Heritage England 
• Natural England 
• Highways Agency 
• Civil Aviation Authority 
• Homes and Communities Agency 
• Gateshead Primary Care Trust 
• Office of Rail Regulation 
• Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport Authority 
• North East Local Enterprise Partnership 
• Neighbouring Local Authorities, inclusive of;  

- Newcastle City Council 
- Durham City Council,  
- South Tyneside Council, and 
- Sunderland Council 
- Northumberland 

• Northern Electric Distribution Ltd 
• Northern Gas Networks Ltd 
• Northumbria Police 
• Northumbrian Water 
• Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd. 
• The Coal Authority 
• Marine Management Organisation 
• Local Nature Partnership 
• General Consultation Bodies: 

- Voluntary bodies some or all of whose activities benefit any 
part of the local planning authority’s area, 

- Bodies which represent the interests of different racial, 
ethnic or national groups in the local planning authority’s 
area, 



- Bodies which represent the interests of different religious 
groups in the local planning authority’s area, 

- Bodies which represent the interests of disabled persons in 
the local planning authority’s area, 

- Bodies which represent the interests of persons carrying on 
business in the local planning authority’s area, 

In addition to the statutory planning consultees the Council  hold a database 
containing contact details of groups and individuals interested in the 
development of our plans, this is used to keep those registered, informed of 
progress and future consultations.  People on this data base have been 
consulted. 

Consultees that are specific to this SPD have been selected through 
consideration of which organisations and individuals may have an interest in 
its content, these consultees are; 

• NHS England  
• Public Health England  
• Gateshead NHS Clinical Commissioning Group  
• Queen Elizabeth Hospital Foundation NHS Trust 
• Northumberland Tyne and Wear Foundation Trust  
• South Tyneside Foundation NHS Trust  
• Healthwatch 
• North East Ambulance Service 

Consultation was carried out by letter or email. Notice of the consultation was 
also published on the consultation portal of the Council website, and 
documents were made available to view on the website and in the Civic 
Centre. 

Consultation took place for 6 weeks from the 2nd February 2015.  

The main issues raised by the consultees were in general support to the 
approach taken in the SPD. Many of the comments made, suggested that the 
Council should be more restrictive in restricting hot food takeaways. Other 
comments suggest that the restriction of hot food takeaways will have minimal 
impact, and that other measures to tackle obesity would be more appropriate, 
such as education. It was also suggested that hot food takeaways contribute 
to the economic vitality of an area.  

The comments made did not result in any changes to the SPD, as most 
comments received were either in support, or outside the scope of the SPD. It 
was decided that the Council being more restrictive on locations where hot 
food takeaway was not appropriate at this time, due to lack of evidence. It was 
decided that the Council should continue with the approach taken, even if the 
impacts are minimal on reducing obesity, as this approach considered 
cumulatively with other initiatives, should have a positive impact on health in 
Gateshead and also have a positive impact on other factors. It was decided 
that the detrimental impacts of hot food takeaways on the vitality of areas 



outweighed the positive impacts on the economy and vitality, and therefore 
the approach should not be amended on these grounds.  

Copies of the draft SPD were made available for further inspection at 
Gateshead Civic Centre Communities and the Environment reception, 2nd 
floor during normal office hours and can also be viewed on the Council’s 
website for a period of 4 weeks commencing 1st April 2015. 

During this final consultation one objection was received. This objection was 
in relation to consideration 1 relating to appropriate distances around 
locations where young people congregate, and suggested that a distance 
around primary schools was not appropriate as children of this age are not 
allowed to leave school premises and are often taken to and from school by a 
guardian. In addition there was objection to consideration 2 in relation to 
restriction in wards where there are high levels of obesity, on the grounds that 
this is contrary to NPPF as this does not reference access to healthy food. 
They also objected to consideration 12 requiring a health impact assessment.  

It was decided to amend the SPD in light of these comments to remove the 
400m radius around primary schools, on the grounds that primary school age 
are unlikely to use hot food takeaways. As such the SPD has been amended 
to state ‘secondary schools’  

The SPD was not amended to reflect the comment that the NPPF does not 
reference access to healthy food, as although this is true, the NPPG does  
‘opportunities for healthy lifestyles have been considered (e.g. planning for an 
environment that supports people of all ages in making healthy choices, helps 
to promote active travel and physical activity, and promotes access to 
healthier food, high quality open spaces and opportunities for play, sport and 
recreation)’ and also ‘the local plan promotes health, social and cultural 
wellbeing and supports the reduction of health inequalities’ 

It is felt that requiring Heath Impact Assessments as part of an application or 
a hot food takeaway is appropriate.  
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