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PART I - CONTEXT 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Context 

This is the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) for the Submission Draft Gateshead and 
Newcastle Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan (the Plan). It sets out the what, when and 
how for key physical and social infrastructure required to achieve sustainable economic 
growth and sustainable communities in Gateshead and Newcastle, and deliver the policies 
and objectives of the Plan to 2030. It is a living document and will be kept under review and 
updated on a regular basis.

The importance and benefits of infrastructure delivery, and good infrastructure planning, 
can be best described by considering the development of a new neighbourhood. To be 
successful and sustainable, this new community needs homes to be supported by a range 
of services. Shopping, healthcare, open space and schools should be in close proximity, 
and workplaces should be easily accessible. This approach brings a wide range of benefits 
to both the local and wider community – for example, the number of car journeys can be 
reduced, pollution of the environment is minimised, those with limited mobility are not 
disadvantaged, and increased walking and cycling improves health.  

The IDP has a number of functions: 
 To provide evidence base of the current supply of infrastructure. 
 To provide a quantitative/qualitative analysis of supply and demand issues relating 

to infrastructure both now and in the future. 
 To identify the costs and delivery mechanisms for new infrastructure, and link this in 

with likely funding sources, and the Council’s asset management and capital 
investment programme. 

 To engage service planners and partner organisations with the spatial planning 
process, to ensure growth objectives of the Core Strategy can be supported by 
infrastructure. 

 To link the infrastructure planning process with the range of strategies, Business 
Plans and other planning documents being produced, so the wider infrastructure 
needs of the Borough can be considered alongside the infrastructure needs of 
specific areas of development. 

 To support a governance structure and monitoring framework that will help to ensure 
delivery of infrastructure  

1.2 Policy Context 

The purpose of this IDP is to support the Plan, satisfying the requirements of the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) by identifying key items of infrastructure required to 
implement the objectives and policies in the Plan. The NPPF states that: 
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“Local planning authorities should set out the strategic priorities for the area in the Local 
Plan. This should include strategic policies to deliver: 

The homes and jobs needed in the area 
The provision of retail, leisure and other commercial development 
The provision of infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, waste 
management, water supply, wastewater, flood risk and coastal change management, 
and the provision of minerals and energy (including heat) 
The provision of health, security, community and cultural infrastructure and other 
local facilities; and 
Climate change mitigation and adaptation, conservation and enhancement of the 
natural and historic environment, including landscape.” 

Therefore, good infrastructure planning considers the infrastructure required to support 
development, costs, sources of funding, timescales for delivery and gaps in funding. 
Paragraph 177 of NPPF indicates that there should be a reasonable prospect that planned 
infrastructure is deliverable in a timely fashion and that local planning authorities should 
have an understanding of the district- wide development costs at the time Local Plans are 
drawn up.

The Plan acts as a guide to where long term investments should be made, so this also 
allows for the identified infrastructure to be prioritised in discussions with key local partners. 
Therefore the aim of this IDP is to identify, as far as possible: 

 Infrastructure schemes required 
 Scale and costs 
 Phasing 
 Funding sources  
 Responsibilities for delivery. 
 Monitor delivery and investment in infrastructure 

The IDP is a strategic document, and thus does not include every infrastructure project 
being planned in Newcastle or Gateshead, but its primary role is to set out the main 
infrastructure projects necessary to help deliver the policies in the Plan. It will therefore not 
necessarily include specific on-site requirements such as roundabouts – these will be 
agreed through development management and masterplanning and delivered through 
development schemes. 

The information on scale and costs for infrastructure schemes, and when they would be 
required (the trigger point), within this IDP is based on evidence gathered, technical studies, 
viability models, detailed infrastructure plans, Business Plans and strategies from a wide 
range of Council services and external infrastructure providers and consultation with 
stakeholders between spring 2009 and summer 2013.

This IDP will also seek to identify funding sources and mechanisms available for 
infrastructure delivery to inform capital planning and help infrastructure providers apply for 
funds from elsewhere. This process will make it clear who would be responsible or most 
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appropriate to deliver the schemes. Where delivery is uncertain, the Council will be able to 
work with its partners to implement contingency measures to secure infrastructure to meet 
the needs of new development. 

The second main role of the IDP is to identify and inform other corporate strategies and 
decisions relating to investment. Through identifying where infrastructure is required, 
Newcastle and Gateshead Councils and their neighbouring authorities can work alongside 
other service providers, developers and communities to plan, fund and work together with 
increased certainty that growth can be delivered. This will ensure that paragraph 162 of 
NPPF is followed: 

“Local planning authorities should work with other authorities and providers to: 
assess the quality and capacity of infrastructure for transport, water supply, 
wastewater and its treatment, energy (including heat), telecommunications, utilities, 
waste, health, social care, education, flood risk and coastal change management, 
and its ability to meet forecast demands; and 
take account of the need for strategic infrastructure including nationally significant 
infrastructure within their areas.”

1.3 How Do We Define Infrastructure? 

The term infrastructure covers physical provisions of transport and utilities like water, 
drainage and gas and also a range of facilities that support the social and economic life of a 
neighbourhood. Our definition therefore includes, but is not restricted to: 

 Transport – vehicle, cycle and pedestrian routes; rail, bus, travel management, car 
parking, travel plans. 

 Energy – Electricity and gas generation and provision; 
 Water and Drainage – Water supply, waste water, drainage, flood defences. 
 Waste Collection and Disposal. 
 ICT Broadband connections. 
 Open Space – Parks, children’s play areas, sports pitches and courts, country parks 

and accessible natural green space. 
 Education – Nursery and pre-school; primary, secondary; further education, higher 

education. 
 Health – Hospitals; health centres/GP surgeries. 
 Community Services – Libraries, community centres, youth, social provision. 
 Emergency Services – police, fire & rescue, ambulance, resilience planning. 
 Culture and Leisure – sports centres, swimming pools. 

Affordable Housing is defined in the Planning Act (2008) as an example of ‘infrastructure’, 
but it is presently excluded from the definition by the CIL Regulations (2014). For the 
purposes of this IDP, affordable housing is therefore not considered to be ‘infrastructure’. 
However, its importance in terms of helping to provide for housing needs will be fully 
considered within other evidence supporting the Plan – please see the Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment for example. 
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1.4 The Plan and infrastructure requirements 

The Plan sets out the spatial planning framework to deliver economic prosperity and create 
sustainable neighbourhoods. It will guide decisions and sets out the overall direction for 
land use planning up to 2030, showing how Gateshead and Newcastle’s future needs for 
new homes is matched by the provision of new employment, accessible local service and a 
high quality environment. It identifies the objectives and strategic planning policies required 
to deliver the shared vision.

Population and economic projections show that by 2030, Gateshead and Newcastle must 
plan for: 

 30,000 new homes. 
 22,000 new jobs. 
 512,000 sqm new office floorspace. 

This level of development and investment has the potential to overwhelm existing services 
and facilities if unregulated. To this end, the Plan makes clear spatial choices about where 
development should go and contain policies for managing development.  

The Plan will make sure that this significant new development is integrated with existing 
places, to facilitate successful neighbourhoods and sustainable communities, by ensuring 
the facilities and service needs of these populations are properly planned for. Through our 
development management processes we will determine when, where and how this physical, 
social and green infrastructure will be delivered. The IDP is a key part of this process. The 
provision of infrastructure is also a key part of securing development and mitigating its 
impacts. It is essential that new and upgraded infrastructure keeps pace with new 
development.

The Plan is subject to examination in public, to determine if it has been prepared in 
accordance with the duty to cooperate, legal and procedural requirements, and: 

 Positively prepared – the plan should be prepared based on a strategy which seeks 
to meet objectively assessed development and infrastructure requirement, including 
unmet requirements from neighbouring authorities where it is practical to do so 
consistently with the presumption in favour of sustainable development 

 Justified – the plan should be deliverable over its plan period and based on effective 
working on cross boundary strategic priorities; and 

 Consistent with National Policy – the plan should enable the delivery of sustainable 
development in accordance with the policies in the National Planning Framework. 

The combination of the Plan, this Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the supporting delivery 
schedules (Part 3) will provide the evidence required for Examination in Public.   

The Delivery and Monitoring section of the Plan, and Policy DEL1 in particular, sets out the 
issues and mechanisms that will ensure that new development is supported by necessary 
infrastructure, and the impact of development is mitigated. The policy states:
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Developer contributions and planning obligations will relate to all aspects of land use, 
community infrastructure and services that may be affected by development and which 
accord with the Council’s identified local priorities and objectives for delivering sustainable 
communities.

Detailed guidance on developer contributions will be published, to establish a sound basis 
and methodology for agreeing the level and type of infrastructure requirements necessary 
from developer contributions. And in time, some of these will be superseded by the 
introduction of community infrastructure levies. 

The IDP is a living document, to reflect infrastructure plans being made, funding being 
secured, and surveys and technical information defined and concluded. Therefore the IDP 
must be updated regularly to ensure that it is current and able to respond to changes in 
economy, environment or policy. The IDP therefore, must be a relatively concise and 
flexible document that can be updated simply and understood by stakeholders and those 
providing the data to be included. It will provide the most up to date delivery information to 
provide confidence in the delivery of the Plan. Therefore, it will be updated annually, along 
with the IDP Schedule of projects. 

The evidence and delivery information comes from a number of sources: 
 Internal evidence gathered from Gateshead and Newcastle Councils 
 External evidence gathered from other sources such as public sector organisations 

such as the Highways Agency 
 Technical studies completed by specialist consultants. 

As indicated above, planning authorities are expected to have an understanding of district 
wide development costs at the time of preparing a Local Plan. You will note that the 
infrastructure listed in the Schedule at Part III includes estimated costs. In some cases the 
costs relate to committed or existing pooled funds. However, in total they amount to 
maximum essential costs of £342m and transformational costs of £112m. £82.9m has 
already been secured, through a combination of external funds and council capital budgets, 
leaving unfunded totals of £124m in Gateshead and £250m in Newcastle. This will be 
funded through a variety of sources as indicated in the Schedule, including developers, 
grants and City Deal (accelerated development zone). The costs indicate a sufficient 
funding gap to justify the setting of local Community Infrastructure Levies in both authorities 
to assist in funding and delivery of significant infrastructure. A summary of funding sources 
is provided as Appendix 1. 

Policy DEL1: Infrastructure and Developer Contributions  

1. New development will:
a) be made acceptable through the provision of necessary infrastructure,  
b) take into account viability and other material considerations to: 

i) address off site and cumulative impacts,  
ii) delivered in a timely manner, 
iii) provide identified affordable housing need , and 
iv) provide for new or improved facilities and services. 

2. Contributions will be required to mitigate the strategic cross-boundary impacts of 
development  
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2. Structure and Methodology

2.1 Structure of the Document 

Part 1 of the IDP provides an introduction to the statutory planning and infrastructure 
planning process in Gateshead and Newcastle, and the reasons for producing this 
document.

Part 2, containing sections 4.1 – 4.9, cover each infrastructure topic in detail, providing 
information on: 

Where are we now? – the baseline position on what infrastructure currently exists, 
its quality and quantity, and includes any relevant supply and demand analysis used 
to identify current deficits or future need for infrastructure.
Where do we want to be? – any strategic aims or standards that infrastructure 
provision should meet according to agreed models of provision or principles, targets 
for levels of service, or accepted standards of provision.
How do we get there? – planned provision of infrastructure, or what additional 
provision of infrastructure is needed in order to meet the supply and demand 
analysis identified in the ‘where are we now’ section, or achieve the service aims, 
principles or standards identified in the ‘where do we want to be’ section. 

The information in the report has been based on consultation with service providers, 
stakeholders, Local Authorities and information contained within the Plan evidence base. 
This information is clearly subject to change and the IDP should be regarded as a snapshot 
at a particular point in time and will be subject to continual review. 

Reference is made to a number of evidence based documents - this IDP does not duplicate 
the contents of these documents but identifies the key conclusions from these sources 
which are relevant for future infrastructure planning. Inevitably there will be gaps in the 
information available. In such cases this is highlighted in the document alongside the need 
for further research and/or any reasonable assumptions that have been made in arriving at 
conclusions. The report considers infrastructure requirements at a strategic level and the 
IDP should not be regarded as a substitute for detailed site assessments which would 
normally be undertaken by developers/landowners. Updating and refinement will be 
required as further Development Plan Documents emerge. 

Part 3 contains the full IDP Schedule that describes the “what, where, who and when” of 
infrastructure requirements. Given the scale of the ambition and development requirements, 
acknowledgement of viability modelling and influence of current economic conditions, it was 
clear that a sensible, prioritised, deliverable shortlist was required to fulfil the guidance in 
the NPPF. A strategic assessment was carried out to determine the critical, essential and 
transformational infrastructure requirements to deliver the objectives and policies of the 
Plan. The following infrastructure categorisation definitions were used: 

1. Critical infrastructure - their delivery is fundamental to the delivery of the Plan objectives. 

2. Essential Infrastructure - to be provided in a timely manner but can be implemented as 
development happens or as resources are available.
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2a. Projects requiring further technical design or feasibility work - considered essential, 
dependant on passing development triggers but are still being designed or scoped out.  

3. Transformational - schemes that meet qualitative objectives or that are considered long 
term and as such the project is some way of development. 

2.2 Engagement and Consultation 

The Councils have been in contact with appropriate delivery agencies and authorities 
regarding infrastructure required to deliver growth in the Plan. In particular, liaison has 
taken place with the Highways Agency, Homes and Communities Agency, utility companies, 
Nexus and Newcastle Airport. With regard to social infrastructure consultation has been 
going on with the local education authorities, community services, NHS England and the 
local Clinical Commissioning Groups and the emergency services. The current and future 
infrastructure requirements of the relevant agencies or services will be included in future 
iterations of the IDP. 

A list of those service providers and stakeholders consulted is provided in Appendix 3. 

In general, stakeholders and service providers were requested to respond to the following 
questions:

 Do the housing and economic growth proposals complement or conflict with current 
service or network provision, or forward plans/asset management plans? 

 Are there any perceived constraints/capacity limitations to servicing future 
developments?

 If so, can these be overcome, and how? 
 Are there expectations of additional costs, and if so would they be met by the 

service/utility provider or the developers over and above normal site development 
costs?

 If there are costs, can they be estimated, and how have they been calculated? 

Engagement on the Core Strategies has largely been welcomed by both public and private 
sector stakeholders and has enabled comprehensive and strategic responses taking 
account of cross boundary challenges and opportunities. An ongoing dialogue will be 
maintained and information updated and refined as development proposals take shape. 
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3. Joint Working and Governance

Successful delivery and future reviews of the Infrastructure Plan will depend on the 
participation of various public and private sector agencies with clear governance and 
‘ownership’ of each element of the plan. The structure between Newcastle and Gateshead, 
and across the region, is described below. 

3.1 Duty to Co-operate 
A Memorandum of Understanding has been agreed by the Chief Executives of the 7 Local 
Authorities of the North East Local Enterprise Partnership (NELEP). It has also been 
endorsed by the Leaders and Elected Mayor. This provides a mechanism for progressing 
the Duty to Cooperate, a new statutory requirement that Local Planning Authorities and 
other public bodies have when preparing their Plans.

Figure 1: Governance Structure
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3.2 North East Local Enterprise Partnership 
The North East Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP), established in January 2011, covers 
seven local authority areas across Gateshead, Newcastle, Durham, North Tyneside, South 
Tyneside, Northumberland and Sunderland. It is a voluntary partnership between local 
authorities and businesses formed in 2011 by the Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills to help determine local economic priorities and lead economic growth and job 
creation within its local area. It is responsible for some of the functions previously carried 
out by the regional development agency which was abolished in March 2012. It is currently 
consulting on a Strategic Economic Plan that could unlock £2billion of investment from the 
Government.

3.3 LA7 
Durham, Gateshead, Newcastle, North Tyneside, Northumberland, South Tyneside and 
Sunderland councils are in the process of formalising arrangements for a new statutory 
body – a combined authority known as the LA7. They will work together through a 
governance model tailored to the issues, challenges and opportunities that are particular to 
the North East, but enshrined within the national legal framework.

Initially, the authorities will combine around economic growth, with transport and skills as 
areas of immediate priority. Working with the North East Local Enterprise Partnership, this 
statutory body will lead a shared vision for economic growth. In a direct response to the 
Heseltine Review, it will lead the prioritisation and management of resources, including 
infrastructure investment, devolved from central government to the North East. It is 
considering a new strategic transport organisation with a remit covering transport across 
the whole LA7 area.

3.4 Duty to Co-operate Infrastructure Group
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires local authorities to work with 
neighbouring authorities and transport providers to develop strategies for the provision of 
viable infrastructure necessary to support sustainable development. The Councils have 
liaised with neighbouring authorities on cross boundary matters. 

Under the duty to co-operate neighbouring authorities have been discussing the 
development of Infrastructure Delivery Plans and some of the key cross boundary issues. 
A joint sub group between Gateshead, Newcastle, Sunderland, North Tyneside, South 
Tyneside, Northumberland and Durham will ensure a joined-up approach to Infrastructure 
across the region. 

Through the evidence gathered for the plan making process, and summarised in the IDP, 
Gateshead and Newcastle have determined that they can accommodate the growth, 
ancillary needs and supporting infrastructure within the Plan area, apart from the 
anticipated increase in waste water feeding into Howdon Sewage Treatment Works. The 
capacity at Howdon STW will need to be monitored to ensure that growth going forward 
can be accommodated and to ensure that if there is a need for further invention, such as 
capital works then this is identified and is applied for in the correct NWL Asset Management 
Period (AMP). 

Gateshead, Newcastle and their neighbouring authorities will continue to work together to 
determine the impact of housing growth and commuting patterns on education, surface 
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water management and transport, as individual growth plans are developed. Gateshead 
and Newcastle City Councils will support any future plans to reinstate the Leamside Line, 
which would run through Gateshead and Newcastle City Council and will support the re-
opening of the Ashington, Blyth and Tyne line. 
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Part II - Infrastructure Topic Areas

Part Two of the IDP considers each of the infrastructure categories. For each category, 
sources of information are identified along with an overview of the situation or status, 
known future plans, capacity constraints and, where relevant, trigger thresholds for 
new/upgraded infrastructure.

Where available, cost and phasing information has been provided. Strategic policies from 
the Plan which directly link to the topic area or mitigation measures are identified. 
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4.1 Utilities

4.1.1 Gas 

Northern Gas Network (NGN) Ltd owns and operates the local gas distribution network in 
the North of England. It is proposed that NGN Ltd will invest more than £1.2 billion into the 
network over an 8 year period. They are seven years into a 30 year rolling programme to 
replace all metal gas mains pipes within 30m of properties with plastic pipes, a programme 
which has been agreed with OFGEM and the HSE. In addition general maintenance of the 
gas infrastructure is undertaken continuously with over 500km of piping replaced every 
year.

Where Do We Want To Be?

We want to be confident that we have an efficient, co-ordinated and economical supply 
system with adequate competition between suppliers. 

Where Are We Now?

NGN has an obligation to develop and maintain the gas infrastructure network in an 
economical and efficient way. Network infrastructure reinforcements are only required 
where capacity of the network is reached or where new development would cause capacity 
to be exceeded. Spare capacity within the network is given to sites on a first come, first 
serve basis, so site development succeeding another site development in an area of limited 
network capacity is likely to have to pay higher infrastructure costs. Additional infrastructure 
is put in place through the consideration of possible options, weighing up the potential cost 
and how well each of the options will work. Regardless of which option is used, developers 
will only be required to pay the cost of the lowest priced option.

It is normal practice that modelling of the gas distribution networks is undertaken on a three 
year cycle to ensure that networks can support the anticipated general local growth. 
Specific sites, such as housing or commercial sites are looked at on an individual basis so 
that any specific costs associated to the site can be identified and passed to the 
appropriate organisation. Other potential sites are taken into account when formulating 
supply and reinforcement plans so that the best schemes are taken forward. 

Within Gateshead it is noted that there is a well developed network with space capacity 
around the Intu MetroCentre and good connections to neighbourhoods and villages. It was 
also noted that while at present the network infrastructure around Felling is nearing 
capacity levels, if re-development is to go ahead in the area for housing, this should be 
reduced.

There are no planned reinforcements for the network within Newcastle either, however 
reinforcement of the network may be required if gas pressures are increased. This is 
anticipated to be an issue more so within the Urban Core. 
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It is expected that the Urban Core will be the main area across Gateshead and Newcastle 
which, if developed as set out in the Plan, will see the most pressure placed upon the 
existing network, and it is anticipated that reinforcement work is likely to be required. 

How Will We Get There?

Due to the level of site specific detail related to development sites, including those within 
Gateshead and Newcastle’s Urban Core, there will be requirements to determine strategies 
for network improvement (such as site entrances, layout, and specific load detail) and NGN 
are not yet in a position to quantify requirements. 

The IDP schedule will be updated accordingly in the event that any major planned gas 
infrastructure upgrades are required. 

4.1.2 Electricity 

National Grid operates, owns and maintains the national electricity transmission network in 
England providing electricity supplies from generating stations to local distribution 
companies.  

National Grid do not distribute electricity to individual premises but their role is to ensure a 
reliable and quality supply to all via a high voltage electricity system, which operates at 
400,000 and 275,000 volts and is transmitted by a network of pylons, overhead lines, 
underground cables and substations. 

Separate regional companies own and operate the electricity distribution networks that 
comprise overhead lines and cables at 132,000 volts and below. It is the role of these local 
distribution companies to distribute electricity to homes and businesses. In this region, the 
main supplier is Northern Powergrid (NPG), whose network extends from north 
Northumberland, south to the Humber and northern Lincolnshire, and from the east coast to 
the Pennines, covering an area of 25,000 square kilometres. The network consists of more 
than 31,000 substations and around 91,000 kilometres of overhead line and underground 
cables.

NPG‘s business model is to maximise the assets and infrastructure in existence, maintain 
this to a high standard and to balance spare capacity around the network to meet 
requirements.

Where Do We Want To Be?

We want to be confident that we have an efficient, coordinated and economical 
transmission system of electricity and to facilitate competition in the supply and generation 
of electricity.

Where Are We Now?
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NPG indicated that there is capacity in the electricity network that can be shared around the 
system (see Figure 2) and the costs of necessary infrastructure provision are relatively 
small proportion of development costs. 

In general the size of residential development sites being proposed across Gateshead and 
Newcastle are not of sufficient scale to cause a problem for NPG. There is capacity in the 
electricity network that can be shared around the system and the costs of necessary 
infrastructure provision are relatively small.

Figure 2: Primary Sub Stations in Gateshead and Newcastle 

Commercial development may require some upgrades depending on specific uses and 
load requirements. There is a relatively new primary distribution substation in Felling in east 
Gateshead with capacity, which means that all development in eastern Gateshead will have 
adequate supply. In addition, assessments are being carried out to determine whether 
development of Trinity Square in Gateshead Centre, will impact upon the capacity of the 
network in the Urban Core, and whether expansion of employment land at Follingsby 
requires investment in the existing network.

NPG has no current plans for upgrading their network in the Newcastle area as the 
Breamish Street primary substation has now been established and will have approximately 
18MVA of spare capacity with potential to be upgraded in the future if it is deemed 
necessary.



17

How Will We Get There?

Due to there being satisfactory excess capacity, NPG have no plans to upgrade the 
existing electricity network across Gateshead and Newcastle. 

It is expected that at present the electricity network across Gateshead is robust enough to 
support any future development as set out in the Plan. 

There may be more localised and sites of area specific issues, beyond those currently 
identified, to be resolved, the main requirement is for low voltage reinforcement, which 
would connect the development site with a substation. This cost is usually met by the 
developer.

At present, the substation at the Intu Metrocentre has spare capacity of 5MVA, however it 
is anticipated that development around at Metrogreen may require an additional substation 
to be built to support development, or for reinforcement of the nearby Newburn substation 
in Newcastle. 

Within Newcastle, it has been identified that there is a potential requirement for 
reinforcement or a capacity increase of areas around Central Station, mainly Stephenson 
Quarter if it is to be developed out fully, and the developer would be likely to bear an 
additional cost for improvements to the Breamish Street substation. 

Gateshead East primary substation has spare capacity, but to serve the growth within 
Gateshead Town Centre and Gateshead Quays upgrades may be required dependent on 
final use.

In Newcastle, NPG has future plans to allocate some of the surplus Breamish Street 
substation capacity to within the City Centre, to accommodate for extra demand as a result 
of growth and an increasing population. 

At East Pilgrim Street, although currently well served by Pilgrim primary substation, 
depending upon developer uses if a high demand for electricity is made, there may be a 
need to provide a new substation. 
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4.1.3  Decentralised, Renewable and Low Carbon Energy

In 2007, it was estimated that across Gateshead and Newcastle, 2.18M tonnes of CO2 are 
generated per year from energy demand, broken down to 950,000 tonnes across 
Gateshead, and 1.23M tonnes across Newcastle. It is anticipated that by 2030, if 
Gateshead and Newcastle is developed in line with Plan targets, the volume of CO2 per 
year as a result of energy demand could increase to 2.27M tonnes per year. 

The Climate Change Act 2008 sets legally binding targets for the UK to reduce carbon 
pollution by 26% by 2020 and by 80% by 2050. The Councils have Climate Change 
Strategies that set challenging carbon reduction and renewable energy targets as a 
response to climate change, the Act and the low carbon energy agenda. Their objectives 
focus on: 

 Reducing energy use 
 Improving energy efficiency 
 Producing energy locally 
 Helping businesses, communities and individuals make greener choices 

As well as delivering other social and economic benefits, district heating has been identified 
as one of the most significant measures that can be taken to reduce carbon emissions as 
part of the Climate Change Strategy.  

Where do we want to be?

Targets in Newcastle include meeting 20% of electricity demands by low carbon energy 
sources; and in Gateshead, reducing the Borough’s carbon pollution by more than 20% by 
2020.

It is expected that a combination of renewable energy schemes of varying scale across 
Gateshead and Newcastle could potentially save 450,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions every 
year, which means that by 2030 annual emissions could be reduced by 20%. 

Where Are We Now?

Reducing carbon emissions will require a range of measures ranging from behaviour 
change in how we all use energy, to improving our energy efficiency and increasing the 
amount of low and zero carbon energy we can generate locally. Existing buildings as well 
as new developments will have an important role to play as approximately two thirds of our 
carbon emissions derive from energy use by buildings. 

Both Gateshead and Newcastle Councils are working towards the development of district 
heating networks within the Plan area. The evidence so far indicated that the Urban Core 
will offer the best opportunity for district heating. 

The Newcastle City Council Energy masterplan (May 2012) identifies a 'Zone of Planned 
District Energy' with potential for a heating and cooling network. The development of this 
network is now a real possibility with the existing, planned and potential schemes coming 
together as one large network at some point in the future. Such a heat network will provide 
a viable alternative to existing grid based energy in the city and produce revenue for an 
Energy Services Company (ESCo) which is expected to be commercially developed. 
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Gateshead Council are currently in the process of developing a town centre district energy 
scheme to provide a low carbon energy infrastructure and lower cost energy for areas such 
as the Exemplar Neighbourhood, the town centre, Baltic Business Quarter and Gateshead 
Quays.

How Will We Get There?

The Climate Change policy in the Plan (CS16) sets out that new development should 
connect to an existing decentralised energy source or make provision for future connection, 
or encourage the development of a decentralised energy scheme for the whole or 
significant proportion of a development, as well as encouraging other renewable or low 
carbon energy solutions to be incorporated into development.

Gateshead’s district energy scheme will involve the development of an energy centre within 
Baltic Business Quarter based on gas combined heat and power (CHP) technology to 
deliver low carbon electricity for export sale to the national grid, and heat exported for sale 
to local Gateshead customers via the district heating pipe network.

The Council are now working with a consultant on the establishment of a Gateshead ESCo, 
and following budget approval in late 2013, it is envisaged the scheme could be operational 
by early 2015. 

Gateshead and Newcastle Strategic Utilities Study (August 2010) identifies several areas 
as having good potential for community wide biomass heating systems or combined heat 
and power systems alongside a district heating network. These areas are as follows, and 
would offer the following savings in terms of CO2 production if used for heat: 

Newcastle:
 Scotswood, Riverside Dene and Elswick – 19,700 tonnes per year 
 City Centre, Science Central – 27,700 tonnes per year 
 Byker, Walker and Walker Riverside – 27,100 tonnes per year 

Gateshead:
 Metro Green, Dunston, Metro Centre and Blaydon – 13,400 tonnes per year 
 Queen Elisabeth Hospital, Bensham – 10,900 tonnes per year 
 Gateshead Town Centre, Baltic Business Quarter, Bensham and Felling – 10,200 

tonnes per year 

Gateshead are investigating the potential for renewable / decentralised energy in 
residential tower blocks, replacing electric heating with biomass systems. There are plans 
to utilise Biomass for energy within some schools in Newcastle. 

The potential of securing a sustainable source of energy from our geology is a related area 
of opportunity and Newcastle Council are working with Science City partners to investigate 
this potential. Work is also underway to evaluate the feasibility of other decentralised 
energy schemes across the city. 
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4.2 Water

Water management involves the provision of water and waste water services and extends 
from storage, treatment, supply and distribution of water to the removal, treatment and 
disposal of waste water.

With our water management and natural water systems comes the risk of flooding, of which 
flood risk management practices are implemented to reduce the potential impact of any 
floods across Gateshead and Newcastle. This includes the physical infrastructure on the 
ground for managing water and preventing the flooding of areas at risk. Flood risk and 
drainage management also involves directing types of development away from areas 
sensitive to flooding, and effectively designing new development to mitigate drainage 
impacts. Under the Flood & Water Management Act (2010), the Council must act as the 
Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) and work with partners to reduce the risks of all sources 
of flooding. The Environment Agency (EA) as a key partner implements Government policy 
on flood risk and has a strategic overview of flooding from all sources and has a duty to 
reduce the risk of flooding from main rivers and the sea. Northumbrian Water Limited 
(NWL) is responsible for water supply and for maintaining the public sewage systems, 
preventing overloading, and flooding from the sewerage system. NWL is also responsible 
for the provision of sewage treatment facilities. 

4.2.1 Fresh Water

Where Do We Want To Be?

We want to ensure the provision of adequate fresh water to all residents across Gateshead 
and Newcastle, with capacity to accommodate for future development and growth of 
Gateshead and Newcastle. 

Where Are We Now?

Northumbrian Water Limited (NWL) has responsibility for the operation and maintenance of 
the potable water supply system and ensuring there are sufficient water resources available 
in Gateshead and Newcastle. The Gateshead and Newcastle Water Cycle Study (WCS) 
2010, examined the capacity in the local water supply, wastewater infrastructure and the 
water environment to ensure that new development can be supplied with the required 
services and infrastructure. 

Gateshead and Newcastle is currently provided with water upstream from Ovingham which 
is in the Lower Tyne and treated at the Whittle Dene and Horsley Treatment Works, within 
the Kielder Water Resource Zone. There are no water supply issues identified, and NWL 
has not forecasted a deficit in water resource supply in the long term and this was 
confirmed as part of their assessment of future development.
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How Will We Get There?

In terms of fresh water supply, NWL does not envisage the supply of fresh water as a 
constraint to the proposals in the Plan. NWL have a statutory duty to provide a water supply 
for domestic purposes. There may be instances where reinforcement in the wider network 
will be required (built into costs of providing a water main and funded by developers).The 
majority of the Brownfield sites are unlikely to require network reinforcement but some of 
the larger Greenfield sites will require network reinforcement.

4.2.2 Waste Water 

Where Do We Want To Be?

We want to ensure that appropriate provision for the removal of wastewater is in place to 
serve the entire area, with capacity to accommodate for future development and growth of 
Gateshead and Newcastle. 

Where Are We Now?

Northumbrian Water Limited (NWL) is responsible for the wastewater services within the 
Gateshead and Newcastle boundary. Newcastle and Gateshead are currently served by 
Howdon Sewage Treatment Works (STW).

The Water Cycle Study (2010) identified that current capacity at Howdon STW could 
present a potential restraint to growth, in terms of meeting demand from additional 
properties. The catchment area of Howdon Sewage Treatment Works is shown below. 

Figure 3: Howdon Sewage Treatment Works 



22

Howdon Sewage Treatment Works (STW) treats a combination of domestic, trade and 
surface water discharges from five local authorities: Gateshead, Newcastle, North Tyneside, 
South Tyneside and parts of south Northumberland. Howdon STW was designed in the 
early 1970’s with the intention that it would predominately deal with foul sewage flows. 
However, the bulk of Howdon’s catchment area is served by combined sewers which 
transport both foul flows and surface water to the STW. The presence of surface water 
limits the ability of the STW to accept additional foul flows from new developments. In 
January 2012 Northumbrian Water Limited (NWL) and the Environment Agency agreed that 
the best estimate of the available headroom in volumetric flows is equivalent to 13,000 
additional houses, significantly lower than the level of housing growth anticipated for the 
catchment area. A review in December 2012 indicated that little had changed with regard to 
this headroom figure which remained the same. The limited headroom will need to be 
managed to deliver the scale of housing development proposed by the five local planning 
authorities in the catchment. Northumbrian Water is confident that a strategy of removing 
surface water from the combined sewer network serving Howdon STW can support the 
level of housing delivery proposed within the catchment. There are a significant number of 
feasible opportunities to allow headroom to be freed up either through formal separation 
schemes or as consequence of redevelopment. The overall success of these measures will 
need to be monitored to reduce the baseline flows observed at Howdon STW.  

In addition to the capacity, issues with the STW, NWL have also identified that there are 
capacity issues with the localised sewerage network. NWL through their Drainage Area 
Study models and the outputs from the Tyneside Sustainable Sewerage Study (which 
provides an overview of the performance of the public sewerage system) have assessed 
the impact of the proposed developments. The Drainage Area Studies models considered 
development up to 2020 and for the Tyneside Study development proposals up to 2050. 
This has highlighted the potential capacity issues with the public sewerage system. 
Gateshead and Newcastle’s foul and combined drainage system has capacity issues and 
therefore some developments will require improvements to the existing infrastructure, or 
reduction in current surface water entering the system.

How Will We Get There?

To ensure that there is the main capacity to support growth, NWL and the flood risk 
management partners will be investing in solutions (mainly identified in the Tyneside 
Sustainable Sewerage Study) to remove existing surface water from the public sewerage 
system to reduce the amount being received and processed at Howdon STW. The capacity 
at Howdon STW will need to be monitored to ensure that growth going forward can be 
accommodated and to ensure that if there is a need for further intervention, such as capital 
works then this is identified and is applied for in the correct NWL Asset Management Period 
(AMP). NWL are funded in 5 year planning periods, the money they have available to 
spend on infrastructure is determined by the water industry regulator OFWAT. Once
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funding has been obtained for new or upgraded infrastructure, there can be a significant 
lead in time for planning and construction before the infrastructure can be used. 

NWL’s strategy for removing and reducing the volume entering the combined sewer system 
includes:

Howdon STW and Tyneside Inceptor Asset Management Plan.  
This is Northumbrian Water’s 25 year plan for the management of the network and 
treatment capacity in the Tyneside catchment. This includes identifying and 
prioritising the removal of excess surface water from the system, accommodating 
future growth for Howdon catchment and identifying investment needs.  

Tyneside Sustainable Sewerage Project  
This has identified the tools and techniques for surface water removal from the 
combined sewer system.  The opportunities identified to date consider the 
interaction between natural watercourse and sewerage systems and identify 
potential sustainable drainage options and future investment.

The success of the water reduction measures to free up capacity would be reviewed in 
2017, AMP6 (2015-2020) of NWL’s business plan would include a feasibility study, this 
study could include measures to provide additional capacity at Howdon STW or to transfer 
flows to another sewage treatment works catchment area. Capital investment could then 
take place in AMP7 and beyond (2020 onwards). If significant capital works are identified in 
an AMP, then these will be incorporated into future iterations of the Infrastructure Delivery 
Plan.

The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 (FWMA) removes the automatic right to 
connect surface water to a sewer and consequently promotes the use of Sustainable 
Drainage Systems (SuDS); these are drainage systems that mimic nature as close as 
possible. In future, the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 (FWMA) allows for new 
developments that include SUDS to have these systems adopted by the local authority. 
The FWMA establishes Newcastle and Gateshead Councils as SuDS Approving Bodies 
(the “SAB”). The SAB will have the responsibility for the approval of proposed drainage 
systems in new developments and redevelopments. Approval must be given before the 
developer can commence construction. The authority is anticipated to become a SAB in 
October 2014.  The promotion for new and existing development to implement Sustainable 
Drainage Systems (SUDS) is imperative to increase capacity and meet future growth 
aspirations. NWL emphasises the importance of surface water discharge from new 
development being directed to watercourses rather than to public combined system. To this 
end, Core Strategy Policy CS17 requires new developments to demonstrate the 
sustainable management of surface water run-off in order of preference to the ground, to a 
watercourse, to a surface water sewer and then a combined sewer. New development 
should separate out the surface water from foul water. The priority is to discharge surface 
water to the ground at source through infiltration/source control SUDS. Where this is not 



24

possible a sustainable drainage system should be used to attenuate surface water e.g. 
ponds and wetlands, or surface water should be held in attenuation tanks to manage 
surface water runoff rates. Where possible surface water should then be discharged (at 
agreed and limited discharge rates) straight into a watercourse. Where this is not possible, 
surface water should be released to a surface water sewer, subject to discharge rates 
being agreed, and only when there is no alternative to a combined sewer at limited 
discharge rates. This will provide more efficient use of foul sewers and release capacity for 
new development.

NWL have confirmed that further detailed feasibility will be required to quantify the impact 
of proposed development and the extent of any required capacity improvements. The 
timeframe for design and eventual construction of capacity improvement work will be 
dependent on the certainty of planning permission being granted, development size, 
phasing and the extent of the anticipated capacity improvements. Subject to the above, 
detailed feasibility and construction works will be programmed by NWL to ensure capacity 
is made available as soon as reasonably possible. Capacity improvement construction 
works would not normally commence until there is more certainty that a development will 
take place, the approach minimises abortive expenditure associated with speculative 
development. NWL welcomes the opportunity to work with developers from an early stage 
to identify suitable connection points or suggest alternative connection points, which could 
negate or minimise the need for capacity improvement work. 

4.2.3 Flood Risk 

Extreme weather events and intensive rainfall may become more frequent in the future and 
effective flood risk management is therefore an essential factor in adapting to climate 
change, and ensuring the longevity of development across the Gateshead and Newcastle. 

Where Do We Want To Be?

We want ti minimise the risk of flooding for our communities and businesses.

Where Are We Now?

Gateshead contains 52km of designated main rivers including the River Tyne, Derwent, 
Team and Don. Gateshead is also served by two large reservoirs, Derwent and Kielder, 
each of which hold greater than 25,000 cubic metres of water (Kielder is circa 200 billion 
litres).

Gateshead’s Strategic Flood Risk Assessment identifies that the majority of Gateshead is 
located within flood zone 1. Tidal flood risk exists along the River Tyne and fluvial flood risk 
occurs along the Rivers Derwent and Team. Low lying areas including Blaydon, the 
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MetroCentre and the Team Valley Trading Estate are also vulnerable to surface water 
flooding. Critical Drainage Areas have also been identified where surface water and 
drainage flooding interact.

In addition, Gateshead has also undertaken the following studies to further inform their 
approach to flood risk and water management and follow on from work carried out in the 
Level 2 SFRA: 

Metrogreen Flood Management Plan – This plan appraises and costs a range of 
measures to mitigate the tidal and fluvial flood risk at Metrogreen. It focuses on the removal 
of flood flow path into the area downstream of Costco. It sets out a long term strategy, 
based on a hybrid of a comprehensive defence scheme in the form of a landscaped bund 
set back from the river frontage or land raising, taking account of climate change levels and 
incorporating green infrastructure. This has been reflected within the Metrogreen policy in 
the Plan 

Metrogreen Detailed Surface Water Management Plan – Following on from Gateshead 
and Newcastle Surface Water Management Plan, a more detailed surface water 
management plan is being prepared for the Metrogreen area. This plan will provide a 
strategic approach for surface water management. The plan recommends a strategic land 
drainage network, linked with green infrastructure. This has been reflected within the 
Metrogreen policy. 

Gateshead Quays Wall Condition Survey and Climate Change Adaptation Study – 
This report reviews the structural stability of the Quays Wall and expected remaining life, as 
well as identifies an adaptation strategy to account for the impact of increased flood risk 
due to climate change. This has been reflected within the Urban Core Quays and Baltic 
Sub Area Policy.

Newcastle is fortunate not to have significant flood risk across the city. The tidal River Tyne 
and the Ouseburn are the two primary sources of flood risk in the City. These are the 
largest rivers in Newcastle, are both classed as main rivers, and are therefore the 
responsibility of the Environment Agency. There are a number of small streams which are 
classed as ordinary watercourses, but fluvial flooding in Newcastle is relatively rare. The 
Ouseburn is an urban tributary of the River Tyne that drains the northern suburbs of 
Newcastle and discharges to the Tyne just east of Newcastle City Centre. In addition there 
are several smaller tributaries of the Ouseburn that provide a local surface water drainage 
function including Crag Hall Dene, Forest Hall Letch from North Tyneside, Gosforth letch, 
Harley Dene and surface water outfall from Kingston Park.

Newcastle’s Strategic Flood Risk Assessment report, undertaken by JBA Consultants, 
indicates a narrow but extensive Flood Risk Zone 2 and 3, which runs along the Ouseburn 
in accordance with the topography of the land and the combined sewerage system. There 
have been continuing efforts made by the Council and the organisations involved to relieve 
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pinch points in this area. The Lead Local Flood Authority will be carrying out an Integrated 
Drainage Strategy for the Ouseburn Catchment and the Environment Agency policy 
emphasis is to take further action to reduce flood risk to the Ouseburn. They believe that 
flood risk is currently too high within the Ouseburn area and that work needs to be carried 
out to reduce the risk of flooding there. The requirement for SuDS and greenfield level run 
offs from Green Belt development sites supports this although the EA may ask a developer 
to demonstrate a reduction in flood risk overall that is over and above what is actually 
required for their development. This might mean that the EA would look for a tighter surface 
water restriction, especially in to high-risk watercourses.

Susceptibility to surface water flooding has been assessed across the city, the Surface 
Water Management Plan takes forward the findings of the SFRA and PFRA and focuses on 
areas of greatest susceptibility to surface water flooding and identified strategic 
development sites across Gateshead and Newcastle and programme of retrofitting SuDS. 

How Will We Get There?

Policy CS17 of the Plan includes the use of SuDS within development, and this follows the 
drainage hierarchy required by current Building Regulations, requirements of the Flood and 
Water Management Act, and reflects the National Planning Policy Framework. SuDS are 
likely to be required on Strategic Land Review sites to achieve the greenfield runoff rates 
required by NWL and our SFRAs. In, addition, they will be essential to address the 
constrained capacity of the public sewerage network (particularly Howdon Treatment 
Works) and ensure developers adequately deal with flood management and climate 
change adaptations.

Upper Team Valley flood storage and green infrastructure enhancement 
An area of predominantly agricultural buildings south of the A1, Lamesley Pastures, 
currently operates as functional floodplain for the River Team. There is potential for river 
and floodplain enhancements, between the A1 and High Urpeth, in the form of increased 
vegetation density, tree planting and meander restoration to attenuate floodwater thereby 
combating potential increase in peak flows downstream of the River Team caused by 
climate change.

South of Follingsby Lane - River Don Green Infrastructure Buffer 
The Follingsby Park lies on the north bank of the River Don within an inter-district wildlife 
corridor. The south boundary lies along the River Don which includes an area of functional 
floodplain and has some strong surface water flow paths. A buffer of green infrastructure is 
required along the River Don and buffer strips running north to south along the western and 
eastern boundaries to support the ecological network. This will create a wetland habitat 
suitable for protected species and also provide a Sustainable Drainage System to ensure 
greenfield surface water runoff rates are maintained and prevent water pollution into a 
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sensitive water body. This has been reflected within the Policy KEA2: South of Follingsby 
Lane.

The suitability and viability of a sustainable drainage system (SuDS) has been assessed. A 
SuDS is feasible on the site and the cost of SuDS is estimated to be lower than a traditional 
underground tank approach. An indicative drainage strategy has identified that each 
development plot could attenuate surface water and accommodate on site water treatment, 
and then connect to a series of swales/pipes, where surface water could be attenuated in 
detention basins, filter trenches and ponds within the buffer, prior to discharge into the 
River Don. 

Team Valley Flood Alleviation – To mitigate high tidal flood risk in the lower River Team 
at St Omers Haugh, a range of options are available including a common flood wall and 
road raising on Clockmill Road.   

Team Valley Integrated Modelling and Action Plan – The Team Valley Trading Estate is 
vulnerable to fluvial and surface water flood risk and has experienced historic flood events. 
The Team Valley Integrate Flood Risk Study was jointly commissioned by the Council and 
the Environment Agency to develop a fully integrated catchment model to assess combined 
interactions between the River Team, ordinary watercourses, sewers and surface drainage 
systems. The study shows that parts of the Trading Estate are at risk during exceedance 
events, particularly shallow surface water flooding during summer storm events. 
Consideration is now being given to taking forward this work to consider mitigation 
measures within an action plan. Working with landowners and the River Trust, it is hoped 
that this can provide a strategic approach to opening up culverts, managing flood risk, 
improving water quality, habitats and the overall environment, and developing 
principles/masterplan for development. These mitigation measures have potential to link 
with the Upper Team Valley flood storage and green infrastructure enhancement, The 
Environment Agency, supported by the Council and UK Land, submitted a bid in June 2013 
for flood defence grant from DEFRA to progress a feasibility study to consider mitigation 
options.

Strategic Land Review SuDS Suitability and Viability Assessments – The Strategic 
Land Review sites are at low risk of fluvial and tidal flooding; however the management of 
surface water flood risk will be important for the greenfield sites. Assessments have been 
undertaken to understand the potential surface water infrastructure requirements for each 
Gateshead site, considering the suitability and viability for SuDS. The assessments: review 
local flood risk issues, including existing overland flow routes which should be incorporated 
within green infrastructure; review the suitability for infiltration and attenuation SuDS 
considering ground conditions; provide an indicative land take for SuDS to attenuate 
surface water to achieve greenfield runoff rates for 100 year rainfall event plus climate 
change; consider the potential surface water discharge destination i.e. to the ground, to a 
watercourse or to public sewers. These assessments have been used to inform the 
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development frameworks and site specific policies, which will need to be considered by 
developers.

The proposed Green Belt development sites (SLR sites) in Newcastle have been assessed 
for flood risk, as a number of sites include the river Ouseburn and therefore include areas 
of functional floodplain and high flood risk. The SLR sites identified as having areas at high 
and medium flood risk are all significant in size with land available to avoid developing on 
functional floodplain and areas of high risk. ‘More’ or ‘less’ vulnerable development will be 
directed to the areas of lowest risk. Overall, the majority of the SLR sites are at low risk of 
fluvial and tidal flooding, however management of surface water flood risk will be more 
important for the Greenfield sites through the use of SuDS. Further work will be required in 
the form of site-specific flood risk assessments for proposals in Flood Zones 2/3 and 
developments over 1ha in Flood Zone 1 and site drainage strategies to ensure 
management of surface water on the sites.
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4.3  Transport and Accessibility

4.3.1 Where Do We Want To Be?

The Government’s vision is for "a transport system that is an engine for economic growth, 
but one that is also greener and safer and improves quality of life in our communities”. The 
NPPF takes this forward by setting out that plans must “ensure developments that generate 
significant movement are located where the need to travel can be minimised and the use of 
sustainable transport modes can be maximised”. 

This approach is in line with that of the Tyne and Wear Local Transport Plan 3 2011 - 2021 
which indicates that the main priorities for Gateshead and Newcastle are to: 

 Supporting economic development and regeneration,
 Addressing climate change, and  
 Supporting safe and sustainable communities. 

4.3.2 Where Are We Now?

Gateshead and Newcastle has good transport links to the rest of the North East, as well as 
further afield, with an international airport and rail links to the rest of the UK. The East 
Coast Main Line provides access to London in approximately 3 hours, and to Leeds and 
Edinburgh in 90 minutes. There are also frequent (though long) cross country services to 
Birmingham and Manchester. Gateshead and Newcastle currently has a high level of 
accessibility by public transport. 

Strategically, the A1 links to the M1 and M62 to the south and also provides a link to the 
A69, which connects to the M6 in the west. Traffic congestion is limited to a small number 
of key locations, although the A1 and some of the main approaches to the Urban Core 
suffer significantly in the peak period, particularly as the Urban Core attracts around 
100,000 commuters daily. 

It is recognised within the Plan that all future development and growth of Gateshead and 
Newcastle will have an impact upon the existing transport infrastructure. In addition, the 
Plan sets out Gateshead and Newcastle’s ambitions to ensure that local and wider strategic 
transport connections remain fit for purpose and remain adequate enough to support our 
growth ambitions. Key development areas requiring significant strategic transport 
infrastructure investment have been identified as the Urban Core, Team Valley and 
Follingsby within Gateshead, and Newcastle Airport, Newcastle Great Park, Kingston 
Park/Kenton Bank Foot and Callerton within Newcastle.  
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Strategic Highway

The A1 is a national primary route connecting London to Edinburgh that travels through 
Gateshead and Newcastle, and at present experiences congestion during peak periods. In 
March 2013, the Highways Agency produced its ‘A1(M) Junction 62 Carrville to A1/A19 
Seaton Burn Route-based strategy.’ The Strategy notes that ‘the close proximity of 
interchanges means that the route is used by commuters, leisure and business trips, often 
for very short distances’.

The A1 Western Bypass is fundamental to the sustainable growth of Gateshead, Newcastle, 
and the wider north east area. In addition to the commuter routes referenced above it is 
used by freight operators to carry products into and out of the region. Given this mix, the 
route is put under strain at the conventional peak times by commuter traffic and also 
outside those times by off-peak and weekend retail and leisure traffic. 

Traffic flows on some sections of the route exceed 100,000 vehicles per day which is above 
the theoretical capacity. As a result, journey time reliability and congestion are major issues. 
The route based strategy notes that background traffic growth coupled with planned 
development will lead to further problems. 

To respond to the growing impacts of unreliability on the A1 and its effect on the economy 
and the environment the local councils have been working closely with the Highways 
Agency and the Department for Transport to develop business cases for investment. This 
has resulted in committed infrastructure upgrades while work continues to justify further 
investment in this important route for the local and national economy. 

Local Highway

The Councils have modelled the impact of the Plan on the road network and the predicted 
change in traffic congestion on roads as a result of development across Gateshead and 
Newcastle is shown in Figure 4. 

Figure 4: Change in traffic congestion (Data from LDF Modelling Assessment, 2012) 
2030Key Performance Indicator 

(difference from 2005) AM Inter-peak PM

Travel Time per Mile 3.11
(+0.55)

2.57
(+0.27)

3.03
(+0.58)

A1 Flows- Average (vehicles) 3,598
(+743)

3,174
(+732)

3,604
(+716)

Tyne and Wear River Crossings 
(vehicles)

19,544
(+5,080)

15,942
(+4,281)

20,006
(+5,133)

Public Transport Mode Share (%) 19%
(-3%)

15%
(-3%)

14%
(-2%)
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Gateshead and Newcastle has traditionally been an area of low car ownership and has 
seen high public transport use. However, this pattern is changing. From the modelling work, 
the A184, the Tyne River crossings and Askew Road have been identified as being areas 
of the local road network in Gateshead at a greater risk of congestion as a result of 
development. The areas identified within Newcastle at risk if development were to occur as 
envisaged within the Plan are Great North Road, A167(M), A69, A186, Stamfordham Road, 
Coast Road and Scotswood Road.

Park and Ride

Current Park and Ride provision in Gateshead and Newcastle is broadly Metro-based, 
centred on car parks at Metro stations, but not linking parking charges with ticketing. In 
addition there is a bus-based Park and Ride linking Great Park with Newcastle City Centre, 
the match day ‘Soccerbus’ service from Metrocentre to Newcastle City Centre and other 
informal park and ride from various locations along the Metro line and bus corridors. 

Gateshead’s 2006 Parking Strategy set out that additional Park and Ride facilities would 
potentially assist in meeting short term shortfall in car parking provision across Gateshead, 
and potential locations have been defined through further studies.

Bus and Metro

93% of Newcastle’s population and 85% of Gateshead’s have access to a 15 minute public 
transport service on a weekday. However, some locations across the area are served less 
well by public transport, and work is underway to seek to rectify this. By doing so we give 
ourselves the best opportunity to address inequalities in access to public transport in areas 
such as Walker, Crawcrook, Chopwell, and Throckley. 

The Metro is undergoing its most significant infrastructure investment since its creation. 
The £385m Metro Asset Renewal Programme will be taking place until 2021. This 
programme will renew the track and overhead lines while also refurbishing stations and 
Metro carriages. 

National and Regional Rail

Newcastle Central Station is the busiest rail station in the North East and is ranked as a 
‘Category A’ rail station in England. £8.6million of funding was recently secured from 
Network Rail to improve the internal facilities available for passengers, and works started in 
June 2013. Meanwhile, a package of works in the region of £11m has begun that will 
improve the external elements of the station (including road and public realm infrastructure) 
– this has been secured through the Regional Growth Fund and local contributions from 
Newcastle City Council and the business improvement district, NE1 (see CG entries in Part 
III of this report). 
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Cycling and Walking

Attractive and economically thriving cities are those that encourage public life and 
recreation. Walking is the most sustainable form of travel and we will seek to make 
conditions for pedestrians more attractive, safer, with clearly defined routes. This helps 
reduce car use and congestion but it also promotes good health and community cohesion, 
helping to deliver a better quality of life for everyone.  

Cycling Strategies seek to increase the proportion of journeys that are made by bicycle and 
cycling infrastructure will be developed through a network of strategic routes and 
neighbourhood links. Gateshead and Newcastle contains six strands of the National and 
Regional Cycle Network: 

 NCN10 – Reivers Route between Seaton Burn and Ponteland 
 NCN14 – C2C through the Derwent Valley and along the Tyne to Hebburn 
 NCN72 – Hadrian’s Way along the Tyne through Newcastle 
 NCN141 – Keelman’s Way from Wylam to the mouth of the Derwent 
 NCN725– Great North Cycleway from Birtley to Gosforth 
 RR11 – Bowes Railway Route from the Tanfield Railway to Wardley 

The Councils’ respective Cycling Strategies and Newcastle’s successful Cycle City funding 
bid set out our commitment to encourage cycling as a mode of transport. 

4.3.3 How Will We Get There?

To deliver the Spatial Strategy, and provide sustainable development, improvements will be 
required across all modes of transport and supporting infrastructure, ranging from cycle 
network extensions, to nationally funded infrastructure schemes such as those on the A1.

The NewcastleGateshead LDF Modelling Assessment1 (WSP, 2013) assesses the impact 
of population, residential and economic growth on the existing road network. 

Strategic Highway

A number of schemes on the fringes of Gateshead and Newcastle have secured funding. 
Junction improvements at Testos roundabout and Silverlink roundabout have been agreed 
in principle subject to proving business cases and will help remove barriers on the A19 
corridor, this in turn could improve conditions on the A1. The successful Pinch Point bid for 
the Seaton Burn junction to the north of Newcastle and the funding agreed by government 
for the Lobley Hill junctions on the A1 in the south of Gateshead will also help to ease 
congestion in the area (see T1 in Part III of this report). 

In December 2012, the Government announced that the Highways Agency’s scheme at 
Lobley Hill A1 would be fully financed through Department of Transport funding. The 
junction improvement scheme involves construction of new link roads parallel to the A1 
between Lobley Hill and the A184 in both directions. The main benefit of this would be the 
removal of significant volumes of traffic that currently join and leave the A1 at successive 

1  NewcastleGateshead Local Development Framework Modelling Assessment  (2012)
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closely spaced junctions. This traffic would reassign to the new parallel link roads, and no 
longer conflict with A1 through traffic, thereby reducing congestion and the potential for 
accidents and offering an improvement to journey time reliability. 

The Highways Agency produced a route-based strategy for the A1 through Tyneside in 
March 2013. The strategy assesses the growth proposals contained in the Plan and builds 
on the Lobley Hill improvement to set out a strategy that aims to accommodate that growth 
while maintaining network operation. Following on from the strategy, the Department for 
Transport has recently announced that they will be undertaking an A1 Newcastle-
Gateshead Western bypass study. This study and the route-based strategy will be key 
inputs into the Department’s future investment decision-making process. 

The local councils are already working with the HA to further develop and deliver the 
strategy over the coming years. One example of this has been the recent announcement 
that subject to proving a business case the works at Lobley Hill will be extended further 
along the A1 Western Bypass (A1WB). The delivery of this will be overseen by the A1WB 
Programme Board established by Newcastle City Council as part of the City Deal. It 
includes representatives from the DfT, Highways Agency, Gateshead Council and 
Sunderland City Council. 

Local Highway

A local Pinch Point Fund scheme in the vicinity of the A1 will alleviate constraints on growth 
arising from traffic congestion affecting the northern access to Team Valley Trading Estate 
in Gateshead. These problems already have a significant impact on development and 
growth in the area, and are predicted to get worse in future. The proposals comprise the 
following elements: reconfiguration and signalisation of the Kingsway/Lobley Hill Road 
roundabout; a northbound bus lane on Kingsway, one of the main access routes to Team 
Valley; east and west bound bus lanes on the main Lobley Hill Road, between Kingsway 
and the roundabout with the A1.  

The Highways Agency are also supportive of the development of new Tyne bridges at 
Scotswood Rd/Metrogreen and Pelaw/Walker to support future development, as this would 
be seen as an effective method of relieving traffic on the A1. Studies commissioned by the 
Councils suggest there are significant benefits from the provision of new cross river 
capacity. However, there are still a number of uncertainties that require further investigation 
and lead to the current policy position. 

Improvements to radial routes into the urban core through the urban areas from the 
strategic network encompassing A1 / A69 / A1058 Coast Road (A19) / A167 will be 
supported by bus corridors and by added control over the local road network achieved 
through intelligent transport systems. Figure 5 below indicates the proposed managed 
routes through the City using Intelligent Transport Systems (Urban Traffic Management 
Control System – UTMC) and the anticipated junction improvements. Of those junction 
improvements some benefit from committed funding for delivery to intelligent system 
standards and others are included in current bids for transport funding. 
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Figure 5. Map of Proposed UTMC Routes and Junctions in Newcastle. 

Park and Ride

Future development of park and ride to serve the urban core is likely to focus on the main 
bus/rail corridors. Bus-based Park and Ride facilities will be supported at Follingsby, Lobley 
Hill and Eighton Lodge.

Bus and Metro

Significant bus corridor improvements are planned to occur across Newcastle and 
Gateshead, with key links from the north, south, east and west being prioritised, providing 
better access to the Urban Core. Improvements to bus corridors will be made at the 
following locations: 

 Gosforth 
 West Road Bus Corridor 
 Durham Road Corridor 
 A692 Corridor 
 Felling Bypass 

In addition, there are planned improvements to the interchange and roundabout at Heworth.  

The reinvigoration of the Metro will have a positive impact once completed. 
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National and Regional Rail

Network Rail is in discussions with the North East LEP regarding the reinstatement of 
Leamside Line, from Tursdale in County Durham to Pelaw. The reinstated line could 
provide a freight diversion from the East Coast Main Line, freeing capacity, and offer the 
potential for a new passenger route between Teeside, Darlington & Tyneside with a new 
station in East Gateshead. Both Councils are supportive of this scheme. 

The Ashington Blyth and Tyne railway ceased to provide passenger services in 1964 but 
currently operates as a freight link connecting south east Northumberland. There have 
been long standing ambitions to reopen the freight line to passenger services and to 
improve freight infrastructure. Work is underway to help bring the proposals forward in 
partnership with the Department for Transport and other partners. The line has significant 
potential to improve public transport services along the inter-urban corridor between South 
East Northumberland and the Tyne and Wear City Region. Both Councils are supportive of 
this scheme. 

Cycling and Walking

Planned improvements to the cycle network across Gateshead and Newcastle are set out 
in the Councils’ Cycling Strategies and are being delivered through existing capital 
programmes and – currently – the first stage of Newcastle’s Cycle City programme 
(elements of which are joint with Gateshead).2

Local Highway- Impact of Plan Growth

Initial assessments of the impact of traffic from Neighbourhood Growth Areas and Key 
Employment Areas in Gateshead showed potential problems at key junctions – Dunston 
Hill / Whickham Highway, Swalwell junction and Blaydon Roundabout. Consultants have 
carried out assessments of sites in Newcastle and Gateshead and the results of this work 
will inform detailed discussions about future development of sites. The list of identified 
mitigation measures is included in the schedule at Part III of this document. This includes 
the need for new access roads to facilitate the development of the new housing allocation 
at Upper, Middle and Lower Callerton and economic development at the Airport. Further 
detailed transport assessment work will be undertaken based on detailed masterplans and 
planning applications to ensure growth does not negatively impact upon the transport 
network.

The highway network mitigation measures, as combined with the other schemes set out 
above and in Part III schedule, are important for the Delivery of the Plan and will have a 
positive impact on the area where implemented. Already, there are a number of local 
schemes for which funding has been secured and delivery is currently underway. These 
include the reinvigoration of the Metro, the Urban Traffic Management and Control system 
(UTMC), Infrastructure for Low Carbon Vehicles (‘Plugged in Places’), the first phase of 
Gosforth Transport Improvements and junction improvements at Cowgate (bus corridor and 
proposed UTMC radial routes). 

2 Newcastle City Council Delivering Cycling Improvements in Newcastle A10 Year Strategy 2011-22  
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4.3.4 Urban Core 

Within the Urban Core, the ambition is to make several significant improvements to 
transport infrastructure.  

Local Highway – Urban Core Distributor Route

In order to reduce speeds and volumes within the Urban Core it is proposed to link existing 
roads through better technology to create an Urban Core Distributor Route (UCDR). The 
road network that makes up the UCDR is already in place and is supported by recent 
improvements at Redheugh Bridge and Strawberry Place. Figure 6, below, shows the 
UCDR route. 

Figure 6. Urban Core Distributer Route

Traffic will be directed to the UDCR using variable message signage and signal controls. 
The phasing for these improvements is underway and various funding sources will be used 
to ensure any planned works in the vicinity provide the opportunity for cost effective 
interventions at the junctions. 
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The application of smart signal technology will enhance the capacity of these roads. The 
UCDR currently comprises the Redheugh Bridge, St James’ Boulevard, Barrack Road, 
Central Motorway, Tyne Bridge, Gateshead Highway, Charles Street, Prince Consort Road 
and Askew Road.  This road will be controlled using intelligent signals to improve flow and 
create an alternate route to crossing the Urban Core.

A linked element of the UCDR will be the east-west route along Newcastle Quayside. 
Measures are required to facilitate movement along the Quayside which include 
improvements to the Skinnerburn Road / Forth Banks junction in the short term. In the long 
term, signal improvements from The Side to City Road and the City Road / Quayside 
junction will also be required. It is expected this will be delivered by the Council through 
funding from developers (S278 works) and from ADZ funding. This will be in place by 2020. 

The improvements to Redheugh Bridge will reduce congestion by increasing junction 
movements and the new signals at Strawberry Place are capable of being controlled by 
UTMC. However, there are some sections of the UCDR that will need to be improved with 
the upgrade of technology and some infrastructure improvements to create a more 
intelligent, and managed, transport system. 

The two Councils will create a joint parking strategy, to be implemented to manage parking 
demand across Gateshead and Newcastle. 

Walking and Cycling

Gateshead and Newcastle has a compact and walkable core that contains some high 
quality open spaces that people can enjoy. Evidence shows that there are very high 
pedestrian flows through parts of Newcastle’s core area on particular routes which connect 
the major transport hubs with the retail areas, universities and Civic Centre. Footfalls in 
Gateshead Centre are lower, but the routes identified for improvement represent the 
aspiration to provide better connectivity and an improved quality of environment for 
sustainable travel. A list of routes has been identified in the Urban Core that will form part 
of the Primary and Secondary Pedestrian Network. Improvements will be targeted to these 
routes funded by new development in their vicinity. 

Our aim for cycling is to develop a cycling culture with more people of all ages cycling more 
often in an environment that is easy and safe to get around by bike. The Urban Core 
contains the nationally designated Great North Cycleway and is a key destination for the 
Strategic Cycle Network. These routes will be supported by improving conditions for 
cyclists. Cycling improvements will be delivered through a combination of Council-led 
schemes and new development. The type of cycle improvements proposed and 
subsequently implemented will depend on what is needed at each location to make it safe, 
comfortable and direct for cyclists. These will follow the Department for Transport’s 
recommended guidelines. 

Bus and Metro

The proposed improvements in the city centre created by added control over the road 
network achieved through intelligent transport systems will enable changes to the way 
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public transport operates. Over time this could include a bus loop where buses operate in 
one direction only for the majority of its length. This enables the width of the carriageway to 
be minimised to increase space allocated to pedestrians, reduce the severance caused by 
public transport, improve road safety and simplify junction configurations. 

Key Sources of Information
Testing of Urban Core Area Action Plan WSO, 2012 
NewcastleGateshead Local Development Framework Modelling Assessment, WSP 2012 
NewcastleGateshead Local Development Framework Modelling Assessment, Additional Evidence, WSP 2013 
Nexus Strategic Intelligence Report 2012-13 Nexus 2013, paragraph 10.1 
The Third Local Transport Plan for Tyne and Wear Strategy 2011-2021, (paragraph 14.45 p157) 
Newcastle City Council 10 Year Cycling Strategy, 2011 
Cycling Strategy for Gateshead, 2003 
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4.4 IT and Communications

Where do we want to be?

We want good quality phone and broadband services provided across Gateshead and 
Newcastle to support population and economic growth. 

The Councils aim to ensure 100% coverage of 'basic broadband' across Gateshead and 
Newcastle. We also aim to maximise the provision of 'superfast broadband' of at least 
24Mb/s to approximately 95-98% coverage of the area, with the remaining 2-5% getting at 
least basic broadband access. The Councils are working with BT Openreach and 
Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) to ensure that this is delivered by 2015. 

Where are we now?

Both BT Openreach and Virgin Media have infrastructure in place that provides broadband 
coverage to the vast majority of Gateshead and Newcastle. BT Openreach infrastructure is 
operated on an open access basis, allowing residents and businesses to choose from 
multiple retail broadband providers such as TalkTalk, Sky, etc. 

As part of the 'Super Connected Cities' initiative Newcastle City Council will help SME 
businesses across the city to get an improved broadband connection via the introduction of 
a voucher scheme that reduces or removes any installation and/or excess construction 
costs. The voucher scheme should be delivered by 2015 using Government funding.

How will we get there?

The Councils will offer access to their street furniture via a concession agreement to 
support the roll out of Wi-Fi coverage, particularly in areas of peak demand. Initially this will 
allow the concession operator use both Councils street infrastructure to mount Wi-Fi and 
3G/4G mobile telecommunications equipment. This will provide Wi-Fi access in specific 
areas of peak demand (e.g. Northumberland Street) as well as providing small-cell 
connectivity to reduce the load on mobile masts in key areas. Newcastle City Council is 
also examining the potential to locate Wi-Fi hot-spots in council owned buildings across the 
city. It is intended to deploy this programme by the end of 2015. 

Broadband service providers have highlighted that the provision of ducting during the 
construction phase within new developments would greatly simplify the installation of 
broadband services. We will work with the developers of strategic sites to incorporate this 
as part of any proposal. 

BT has specified that they have an obligation to provide telephone connectivity to new 
developments. The main constraint in relation to broadband is the location of existing 
telephone exchanges and cabinets. 

BT Openreach has now created a regional based team to liaise with developers as 
schemes come in. 



40

4.5  Health

The Health and Social Care Act 2012 brought about major changes in the NHS. Most of the 
changes took effect on April 1 2013. Some organisations such as strategic health 
authorities (SHAs) and primary care trusts (PCTs) were abolished, with other new 
organisations such as area teams of NHS England and clinical commissioning groups 
(CCGs) taking their place in the commissioning of local healthcare services. The Act also 
established Health and Wellbeing Boards where key leaders from the health and care 
system, including the voluntary sector work together to improve the health and wellbeing of 
their local population and reduce health inequalities. 

The Cumbria, Northumberland, Tyne and Wear Area Team of NHS England (the Area 
Team) is responsible for commissioning a range of services including primary care services 
i.e. GPs, dentists, pharmacists and optometrist. These primary care contractors are 
represented locally through local committees e.g. Local Medical Committee (LMC), Local 
Dental Committee (LDC), etc. 

NHS Gateshead CCG, NHS Newcastle North and East CCG and NHS Newcastle West 
CCG primarily commission hospital and community services for their populations and have 
formed an alliance under joint management arrangements but have retained separate 
governing bodies. 

The Councils are continuing their engagement with the CCGs and the Area Team of NHS 
England and the two Health and Wellbeing Boards for Newcastle and Gateshead provide 
an excellent forum to take forward the strategic planning for health and social care services 
in response to these housing growth proposals. 

Where do we want to be?

We want to provide high rates of emotional and physical wellbeing, delivered through 
encouraging and promoting healthy lifestyles and reducing inequalities. We want to ensure 
that health facilities and services are available for our existing and new communities.

Where Are We Now?

The CCGs have set out their plans for the commissioning of the services for which they are 
responsible based upon 5 key themes set out in the NHS Constitution and the Operating 
Framework for the NHS in England. These are: 
1. Preventing people from dying early;
2. Enhancing quality of life for people with long term conditions;
3. Helping people to recover from episodes of ill health following injury;
4. Ensuring that people have a positive experience of care, and;
5. Treating and caring for people in a safe environment and protecting them from 

avoidable harm.

A cornerstone of the CCG plans is a greater reliance on community based services to help 
patients, particularly those with long term conditions, remain independent and better 
manage their health problems ‘closer to home’. The integration of care services is 
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necessary to achieve this, as are the use of advanced technologies and the right design of 
future housing. 

Newcastle Clinical Commissioning Groups

Newcastle North and East CCG serves a registered population in excess of 156,000 with 
17 GP member practices and has an annual budget of £170m. 

Newcastle West CCG serves a registered population in excess of 132,000 with 18 GP 
member practices and has an annual budget of £179m. 

Similarly life expectancy is in Newcastle is lower than the all England average, for men it 
being 74.9 years and for women 81.2 years. Again cardiovascular disease, cancer and 
respiratory disease are major contributory factors to these early deaths.

Newcastle City Centre, Benwell and Scotswood have been identified as areas where 
primary and community services will need to be further developed. The Newcastle City 
Centre has rising populations of students and young workers whereas the increases in the 
west of the city are attributable to migrant and transient populations with particular high 
health needs. 

Figure 7. Map of GP Practices in Newcastle
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Gateshead Clinical Commissioning Group

Gateshead CCG serves a registered population of 206,000 and has an annual budget of 
£280m to commission the healthcare services for which it is responsible. 

The health of Gateshead residents, demonstrated through average life expectancy, 
although improving is still below the England average. The average life expectancy in 
Gateshead for a male is 76.7 years and for a female is 80.9 years compared to England 
averages of 78.5 years and 82.5 years respectively. Over 60% of the gap in life expectancy 
is caused by cardiovascular disease, cancer and respiratory disease. 

There are currently 33 GP member practices across Gateshead and as a result of existing 
or planned services developments significant new facilities and services have been put in 
place to the west of the borough and in the Town Centre. Further developments are 
planned for the east on the Queen Elizabeth Hospital site. 

Figure 8. Map of GP Practices in Gateshead 

How Will We Get There?

The CCGs in the Alliance and the Area Team are interested in understanding the location 
of future housing sites in the short/medium term up to 10 years as clearly they will need to 
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plan for primary and community services to meet the needs of this shifting population and 
its also provides further opportunities for better integrated services to support care closer to 
home.

The former PCTs prepared Estate Strategies which should provide a sound foundation for 
planning future service infrastructure alongside the existing NHS estate which transferred 
to NHS Property Services or the local Foundation Trust under the recent NHS reforms. 

It remains to be seen the extent to which the emerging CCGs will adopt these strategies 
but the strategy for Newcastle outlined a plan for capital investment up to 2017, including 
proposals for new/merged practices in Newburn and Dinnington. The pending loss of the 
premises at Armstrong Road in Scotswood is the subject of ongoing dialogue with partners 
with a view to providing a suitable replacement. It is anticipated that facilities at Newbiggin 
Hall will be relocated and expanded which would accommodate a future increase in 
population at Callerton and Newbiggin Hall.

The scale of the proposed developments to the west of the city will be the focus of the 
ongoing discussion and joint service planning between the Council, CCGs and Area Team.

The proposed developments in Gateshead will inevitably require both the CCG and Area 
Team, together with their partners to review whether the pattern and capacity of current 
services will meet future needs. Whilst there may be potential locations where services may 
need to be developed e.g. Birtley and High Spen, overall the spread of proposed 
developments means primary and community service pressures are more likely to emanate 
from an aging population rather than any migration.  

February 2014 Update 

At the time of writing, the Councils were still awaiting advice on capacity and cumulative 
impact of development on General Practice and community health from NHS England and 
the Clinical Commissioning Groups for Gateshead and Newcastle, see letter dated 4 
January 2014 at Appendix 3. 
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4.6  Emergency Services

4.6.1 The Police

Northumbria Police continues to be one of the best performing police forces in the country, 
with the highest levels of public confidence and satisfaction. Last year there were 6,959 
fewer crimes (an 8.4% reduction) and 19,074 fewer incidents of anti-social behaviour (a 
16.3% reduction) than in 2010-11. There was also a rise in detected crime, which increased 
from 41.0% to 43.2% - the second highest detection rate in England and Wales. Other 
achievements include reducing criminal damage by 17%.  

Service Standards 

The introduction of Police and Crime Commissioners in 2013 has led to changes in how 
service standards and priorities are set. Crime and disorder priorities identified in the Police 
and Crime Plan 2013-18 are: 

 Putting Victims First 
 Dealing with Anti-Social Behaviour 
 Domestic and Sexual Abuse 
 Reducing Crime 
 Community Confidence 

Although the Police and Crime Plan is a five year strategy it will be monitored to determine 
how the police and others deliver it. 

Funding

The Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) sets out the key financial issues facing the 
Police and Crime Commissioner over the period 2013/14 to 2015/16, and provides options 
for delivering a sustainable budget and capital programme over the medium term. 

It also sets out how the Commissioner can provide the Chief Constable with the resources 
to deliver the priorities in the Police and Crime Plan within a challenging financial climate. 
The MTFS sets the financial context for the Commissioner’s revenue budget and capital 
programme.

The Police Authority had a capital programme for 2012-13 of £29.2m, with a further £32.8m 
budgeted across 2013-14 and 2014-15.

Capital resources such as capital grants and capital receipts continue to be scarce so the 
main source of funding of the capital programme is prudential borrowing, for which the 
Authority's reserves are used to fund the revenue costs of borrowing. 

The capital programme will enable the Authority to:
 Ensure its buildings remain fit for purpose. 
 Complete the new Newcastle City Centre Police Station and the Firearms 

Operations and Training Facility in Gateshead. 
 Maintain and develop the existing computer and communications infrastructure. 
 Invest in the vehicle fleet in line with policing strategies. 
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4.6.2 Fire and Rescue

Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service serves a resident population of 1.09 million 
divided amongst the five constituent councils of Gateshead, Newcastle, North Tyneside,
South Tyneside and Sunderland.

Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Authority have a Vision that will be achieved by providing 
the people of Tyne and Wear with the services they need, to the highest possible standard: 

Vision statement: “Creating the safest community” 
Our Mission will help us to secure this Vision: “To save life, reduce risk, provide 
humanitarian services and protect the environment” 

Service Standards 

Through the continuous development of its Strategic Community Safety Plan (SCSP) which 
incorporates its Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP), priorities that respond to the 
needs of its communities, staff and the environment are identified. The Gateshead and 
Newcastle Districts set their priorities based on a number of factors to ensure that they 
reflect the needs of the local community, Service requirements and political direction. Their 
priorities are: 

 Reduce the number of deaths from accidental fires in dwellings 
 Reduce the number of injuries from accidental fires in dwellings 
 Reduce the number of accidental fires in dwellings 
 Reduce the number of deliberate secondary fires 
 Reduce the number of false alarms due to fires detection from domestic premises 
 Reduce the number of false alarms due to fires detection from non-domestic 

premises
 Reduce the proportion of days/shifts lost to sickness absence by all staff. 

Gateshead has an additional priority: 
 Reduce the number of fire calls attended 

In addition to these local priorities, all fire and rescue authorities measure themselves 
against service led indicators. Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Authority ensures that it 
achieves its corporate goals through implementing these priorities and measuring them to 
reflect the overall performance of the Authority, as highlighted below: 

Goal 1: To prevent loss of life and injury from fires and other emergencies and promote 
community wellbeing 

 Reduce the number of primary fires and related fatalities and injuries 
 Reduce the number of all deliberate fires 

Goal 2: To respond appropriately to the risk 
 Plan and deliver resources as determined by the risk whilst recognising 

environmental influence. 
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Goal 3: To plan and prepare for exceptional events 
 Work with relevant partner agencies to develop and resource effective emergency 

work.

Goal 4: To deliver a modern, effective service, ensuring value for money with staff who 
reflect the communities we serve 

 Provide a trained and competent workforce that reflects the communities we serve. 
 Provide efficient and effective services to meet the needs of our diverse 

communities whilst minimising the impact on the environment. 

Figure 9. Fire and Rescue facilities 

Area Station Location

Gateshead  Gateshead Community Fire Station Dryden Road, Low Fell 
Swalwell Community Fire Station Market Lane, Swalwell 

 Chopwell Community Fire Station Derwent St, Chopwell 
Birtley Community Fire Station Durham Road 
Technical Services Centre Baltic Road, Felling 

Newcastle Byker Community Fire Station Union Road, Byker 
Gosforth Community Fire Station Jubilee Road, Gosforth 
Newcastle Central Community Fire Station Colby Court, Elswick 
West Denton Community Fire Station 
(including Tyne and Wear Rescue Service 
Control Room) 

West Denton Way, Denton

 SafetyWorks! West Fifteen, Scotswood 

Funding

The Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR) 2010 covering the years 2011 to 2015 
reported that grant support to fire and rescue services would be reduced by at least 25%. 
This grant accounts for roughly 60% of funding, with the remainder raised through local 
Council Tax, and equates to a reduction of around £9m over the four year period. 

Changes to the formula for distributing the grant have had a detrimental impact on the Fire 
Service’s share of the overall grant. This equated to an overall cut in grant of 12.9% for 
2011-13 and further significant cuts in 2013/14 and 2014/15. 

As the Tyne and Wear Fire Service implement the changes these reductions will bring, they 
will continue to be guided by the following principles: 

 Commitment to maintaining standards of service to the public, including stability of 
response times. 

 An appropriate balance of prevention, protection, response and resilience activity. 
 Commitment to improving performance, efficiency and effectiveness through 

innovative practice. 
 Strong management of resources. 
 Minimising the impact of spending reductions on the quality of service experienced 

by the public. 
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 Valuing staff and maintaining a commitment to health, safety and welfare. 
 Working in partnership to deliver shared objectives. 

4.6.3 Ambulance Service

The North East Ambulance Service (NEAS) provides a number of NHS services, and 
covers Tyne and Wear, Counties Durham and Northumberland, along with the boroughs of 
Darlington, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland and Stockton-on-Tees. 

The A&E service and Patient Transport Service are both supported by the NEAS contact 
centres based at Newburn Riverside and Hebburn, which manage in excess of 450,000 
calls per annum. 

North East Ambulance Service is split into 4 divisions. North Tyne covers Newcastle, 
Northumberland and North Tyneside. South Tyne covers Gateshead, South Shields, 
Sunderland, Washington and nearby surrounding areas. Durham and Tess are the other 
two divisions. 

Service Standards 

There are 60 NEAS stations spread across an area of 3,200 square miles. Ambulance 
performance is monitored by the Primary Care Trust Boards and is overseen by NHS North 
East - the strategic health authority for the region. This body is the representation of the 
Department of Health in the area.

It is crucial that the most serious, life threatening calls made to the ambulance service are 
dealt with first. Because of this, each call is prioritised into nationally-agreed categories. 
The most serious cases, involving respiratory and cardiac cases, must be responded to 
within eight minutes – which is a national requirement. Two resources should be 
dispatched to these incidents where possible. Non-life threatening cases have longer 
response times, but least threatening cases still have a response time of one hour. 

Funding

A&E ambulance services are paid for by NHS Primary Care Trusts. NEAS also works 
closely with a number of voluntary organisations, such as St Johns Ambulance Service and 
the British Red Cross. 

NEAS won a £45 million contract in 2012 in partnership with Northern Doctors Urgent 
Care to roll out the NHS 111 non-emergency number across the North East.
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4.7 Community Facilities

This section covers a number of topics relating to the provision of community facilities in 
Gateshead and Newcastle. The facilities include: 

 Libraries 
 Leisure Facilities 
 Community Centres 

4.7.1. Libraries

Where do we want to be? 

Public libraries are a statutory service required by the 1964 Public Libraries and Museums 
Act. This legislation requires, in summary, a comprehensive and efficient service to meet 
the needs of the local population. The requirements are very broad - the legislation does 
not specify how the service should be delivered, and does not exclude the use of 
volunteers.

Furthermore, the DCMS Public Library Service Standards (PLSS) have now been 
abolished.

Newcastle City Library Services aim to ensure that 95% of the City's population are within 
1.5miles of a core library. In Gateshead, 93% of the population live within 1 mile of a library, 
and 100% of the population live within 2 miles. 

Where are we now? 

Newcastle

At the start of 2013, Library Services were delivered through 18 libraries and other delivery 
methods including free learning materials, study spaces, community rooms and digital 
services. As part of the budget review for the period leading up to 2016 it was proposed to 
close five of these libraries in June 2013 with a further three to close in 2015.

The network of libraries consists of: 

Core Libraries
 City Library 
 East End 
 Gosforth 
 Kenton 
 Newburn 
 Outer West 
 Walker Library (in the Walker Activity Dome) 
 West End 

Partnership Funded Libraries
 Cruddas Park 
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 Fenham 
 Denton Burn - currently being negotiated. 
 High Heaton - currently being negotiated.

Libraries proposed for closure in 2015
 Blakelaw 
 Fawdon 
 Newbiggin Hall 

'Partnership funded libraries' are operated with some financial support from a partner 
organisation. Some local libraries were closed in June 2013 (Dinnington, and Moorside) 
with negotiations being undertaken in relation to support for two others (Denton Burn and 
High Heaton). Responsibility for managing Jesmond Library has been passed from the 
Council to the 'Friends of Jesmond Library'. 

There is suitable overall service provision within the City, although the distribution of 
libraries means that some users will need to travel further to access the facilities. Library 
buildings are also of varying quality and there is a need to replace/improve premises that 
do not meet the standards of the Disability Discrimination Act. 

Gateshead

There are 16 libraries in Gateshead, plus a ‘Readers at Home Service’ and a Mobile Library. 
The Mobile Library service visits neighbourhoods across Gateshead on a fortnightly 
rotation, providing access to a full range of books and information. The network of libraries 
is made up of: 

 Birtley Library  
 Blaydon Library 
 Central Library 
 Chopwell Library 
 Crawcrook Library 
 Dunston Library 
 Felling Library 
 Leam Lane Library 
 Lobley Hill Library 
 Low Fell Library 

 Pelaw Library 
 Rowlands Gill Library  
 Ryton Library  
 Sunderland Road Library 
 Whickham Library 
 Winlaton Library 
 Wrekenton Library 
 The Mobile Library 
 Readers at Home service 

As part of the Councils spending proposals for 2013-14 the library service is required to 
make substantial budget savings. These savings will require a reshaping of the library 
network as well as providing the Readers at Home Service as a volunteer commissioned 
service. During autumn 2012 a public consultation was held to inform the public of the 
proposed changes and to engage with relevant communities regarding the establishment of 
community/ volunteer run libraries and services.  

In February 2013, the Council decided to withdraw staff support to Lobley Hill, Low Fell, 
Ryton, Sunderland Road and Winlaton libraries at the end of June 2013, with the intention 
that the operation of these libraries will pass to community volunteers in July 2013. The 
Council will continue to provide funding for maintenance, heating, cleaning etc. 
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How will we get there? 

Newcastle

There are a number of libraries and library services that are located in areas of proposed 
housing growth towards the west of the City. Five of these will no longer be run by the 
Council or may close up to 2015 i.e. Blakelaw, Denton Burn, Dinnington, Fawdon, and 
Newbiggin Hall. The remaining libraries which will serve the areas of housing growth are: 

 Gosforth – The existing facilities are considered to be suitable. 
 Kenton – The existing facilities are considered to be suitable. 
 Newburn – The library is to be relocated within the area. 
 Newcastle Great Park – There is currently no provision in the area although many 

residents use Gosforth library. As the population increases a permanent service will 
be provided as part of a new leisure centre to be opened in 2014-15. This will be 
self-service facility operated at no cost to the City Council apart from providing the 
stock.

 Outer West (Denton) – the Customer Service Centre (which includes a library) has 
some spare capacity, but access and transport arrangements will need to be 
considered to serve additional population to the west. 

It is considered that the library service as outlined above will meet the requirements of the 
City Council's population. This includes the projected population increase of the proposed 
housing growth areas to the west of the City. 

Gateshead

The Council is not planning to close any libraries, and will provide a local service for the 
new homes in the growth areas: 

 Birtley Library – In a shared building and existing facilities are considered to be 
suitable.

 Blaydon Library – Existing facilities are considered to be suitable, but earmarked for 
investment.

 Chopwell Library – The existing facilities are considered to be suitable, but there will 
be a review of council facilities in the village to rationalise use of buildings. 

 Crawcrook Library – The existing facilities are considered to be suitable. 
 Lobley Hill Library – Service to be run by volunteer organisation. 
 Rowlands Gill Library – The existing facilities are considered to be suitable. 
 Ryton Library – Service to be run by volunteer organisation. 

New housing sites in Kibblesworth and Sunniside will benefit from the mobile library service, 
in addition to local services at Birtley and Lobley Hill respectively. 
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4.7.2 Leisure, Sport and Recreation

Where are we now?

Newcastle

In Newcastle, leisure facilities are available at the following council-run centres: 

 Centre for Sport (West End) - facilities include badminton, trampolining, gym, fitness 
classes

 East End Pool (Byker) - Includes three pools i.e. toddler pool, studio pool and a main 
leisure pool. Other facilities include a gym and activity studio. 

 Eldon Leisure (City Centre) - Includes a gym, climbing wall, badminton, squash 
courts, 5-a-side courts and bowling facilities. 

 Elswick Pool 
 Gosforth pool - swimming pool and gym 
 Newburn Activity Centre - Includes a climbing wall, gym, activity classes, and 

badminton, football and trampolining facilities. Also includes athletic facilities and 
support for water sports on the adjacent River Tyne. 

 Outer West Pool - includes a main pool, beginners pool and a training tank. Also 
provides gym facilities. 

 Scotswood Sports Centre - includes provision for exercise classes, trampolining, soft 
play, badminton, table tennis and football. 

 Walker Activity Dome - Includes ten 5-a-side pitches, three 7-a-side pitches and one 
11-a-side pitch. Also includes an activity studio, indoor cycling studio, gym and 
squash courts. The main Dome area provides an extensive indoor facility for sports 
such as trampolining, gymnastics, netball and badminton. 

There are also a number of private gyms and leisure facilities across Newcastle. In 
particular the NU Sport Central is a facility operated by Northumbria University which 
provides facilities including a swimming pool, climbing wall, sports arena, squash courts etc. 
This facility is of increased importance due to the closure of the City Pool in early 2013. 
However, caution should be taken when relying on privately owned facilities for leisure 
infrastructure provision as membership fees can be prohibitive to some members of the 
community.

As well as built facilities, in 2007-08 Newcastle had 210 grass playing pitches for football, 
rugby and cricket. These were supplemented by a number of synthetic turf pitches, 
although many of these were located in schools with limited public access. 

The City Council is currently working with Sport England on up to date methodology to 
review the existing strategies previously prepared. The Playing Pitch Strategy is currently 
being reviewed along with the preparation of a new Built Facilities Strategy. These should 
be complete in 2014 and will be used to inform future revisions of the IDP. 

Gateshead

The Gateshead Playing Pitch Strategy (2012-2015) is an in-depth study into the supply of 
pitch space for pitch based sports. It will provide a framework for the provision of playing 
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pitches with community access across Gateshead. It will help the Council identify where 
existing facilities require upgrading and show where new facilities are required. 
Government planning policy also requires Playing Pitch Strategies to be carried out as part 
of the evidence required in preparing the joint Plan.

The Playing Pitch Strategy looked at football, cricket, rugby union, rugby league and 
hockey. The strategy assesses the supply of and demand for pitches and makes 
recommendations on how best to maintain and improve this supply taking account of 
forecast population change and participation rates.

the strategy has identified 121 pitches in total including artificial pitches, which breaks down 
to 89 football pitches, 12 cricket pitches, 13 rugby union pitches, 4 rugby league pitches, 2 
hockey pitches and 1 American football pitch (now exclusively used for rugby). These 
pitches have been mapped and assessed for their quality and facilities. This has shown 
that we need to drastically improve the quality of 5 pitches and improve a further 24 that 
would have increased capacity if improvements were made.

An audit of clubs and teams operating within Gateshead has also been undertaken. there 
are 45 football clubs totalling 504 football teams, 12 cricket clubs totalling 69 teams, 4 
rugby union clubs totalling 44 teams, 5 rugby league clubs totalling 14 teams, 1 hockey 
club totalling 6 teams and 1 American football club with 1 team which has subsequently 
moved to South Tyneside. 

In addition to the outdoor pitches, there are nine sport and leisure facilities managed by the 
Council providing a range of services: 

 Birtley Leisure Centre - Activities, Fitness Classes, Gym, Holiday Activities, Meeting 
Room Hire, Parties, Sports Courses 

 Birtley Swimming Centre - Water Activities, Holiday Activities, Courses 
Blaydon Leisure & Primary Care Centre - Fitness Classes, Gym, Holiday 
Activities, Water Activities 

 Dunston Activity Centre - Activities, Fitness Classes, Gym, Holiday Activities, Library, 
Parties, Sports Courses 

 Dunston Leisure Centre - Fitness classes, Gym, Squash Courts, Swimming Pools 
 Gateshead Indoor Bowling Centre - Activities, Cafe, Holiday Activities, Meeting 

Room Hire 
 Gateshead International Stadium - Activities, Gym, Holiday Activities, Meeting Room 

Hire, Pitch Hire, Sports Courses, Track 
 Gateshead Leisure Centre - Activities, Fitness Classes, Gym, Holiday Activities, 

Meeting Room Hire, Parties, Sports Courses, Water Activities 
 Heworth Leisure Centre - Fitness Classes, Gym, FlowRider, Swimming Pools 
 Whickham Thorns Outdoor Activity Centre - Outdoor Adventure Activities, Parties, 

Meeting Room Hire, Teambuilding Courses 

Gateshead Council has produced a Playing Pitch Strategy and will update this document 
as appropriate. The Council is currently working with Sport England to determine a 
methodology for the preparation of a Built Sports Facilities Strategy. 
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Where do we want to be?

Newcastle

Access standards to sport and recreation facilities, including playing pitches and built 
facilities, in the Newcastle City Council are being updated. In the PPG17 compliant 
assessment undertaken in October 2009 and updated in 2013 via an addendum. Every 
resident in Newcastle should have access to a swimming pool and a sports hall within a 20 
minute journey time and ideally be within a 20 minute walk.

Gateshead

Standards are proposed for the supply of pitch land in each of eight sub-areas of the 
Borough, expressed as area in hectares per 1,000 population. These closely reflect the 
existing supply of pitches plus known and programmed extra pitches and improvements, 
since supply will be adequate to meet demand by the end of the Strategy period in 2015. 
Where pitches are not currently used to their full capacity, this additional capacity would be 
needed to meet expected growth in sport participation after 2015. 

These standards set the minimum level of pitch supply resulting from actual and anticipated 
demand and are also required to fulfil Sport England requirements. They will be applied to 
any additional housing growth to ensure that such growth is accompanied by additional 
pitch provision where necessary.

The findings from the Playing Pitch Strategy and the audit of Clubs/Teams have been fed 
into the Playing Pitch Model which calculates the demand for pitches at peak time of play 
and works out the current and future demand based on population of the catchment area 
and team generation rates.

Findings from the Built Sports Facilities Strategy will, where appropriate, be used to 
determine requirements for the provision of built sports facilities in Gateshead. Detailed 
standards on the provision of sports and recreational facilities will be set out in the council’s 
Land Allocations and Development Management Policies Document. 

How will we get there? 

In Newcastle, the emerging Playing Pitch Strategy and Built Facilities Strategy will be used 
to inform the funding arrangements for further provision. It is anticipated that this will 
include developer contributions, direct provision as part of development proposals and 
funding bids to Sport England. 

In Gateshead, the funding to achieve this new provision can be secured gradually, through 
the planning and redevelopment process, by targeting developer contributions; through the 
proceeds from the sale of surplus green space; through partnerships; and by making 
funding bids to Sport England. The Playing Pitch Strategy will be used to support bids for 
external funding by both the council and local clubs.  
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4.7.3 Community Facilities

Where do we want to be?

Community Centres are a fundamental cornerstone in the development of strong and 
engaged communities.  

Where are we now?

For many years the City Council has fully recognised the significant role and contribution of 
community buildings within communities. There are many community buildings within 
Newcastle and, at the time of writing (June 2013), Newcastle City Council owns 29 of these. 
Most, but not all, are managed by a Voluntary & Community Sector (VCS) organisation and 
serve the needs of a local community. The type of building ranges from old prefabricated 
buildings to purpose built new builds. The role of volunteers within all of these buildings is 
significant and greatly valued. 

In Gateshead, the vision for Community Centres is that they are: 
a) A network of community activities and services that are tailored to the needs of local 

communities
b) The appropriate buildings/infrastructure required to provide flexible and accessible 

space for community activities – a sustainable network of council and community 
owned buildings and activities.

c) Maximised community use of council assets by providing clear leasing and letting 
arrangements and resources, supporting and enabling communities to take 
responsibility and ownership of facilities to the level they require and/or have the 
capacity to sustain. 

d) A support mechanism to build capacity in the Community and Voluntary Sector will 
empower the sector to achieve the above. This will be provided through a clear and 
consolidated package of support, already provided across Council groups and 
services, but brought together to make access simpler and clearer. 

e) Supporting and encouraging volunteering in Gateshead, to achieve Vision 2030 and 
Gateshead Council Volunteer Plan aims of strong, sustainable communities.

Reducing the number of properties we use and maintain is one element of a 
comprehensive savings programme which Newcastle City Council must implement in the 
years ahead. In many cases the closure of a building is also associated with other budget 
savings such as the withdrawal of a service. The City Council is very concerned about the 
loss of services and public amenities in local communities and is keen to identify other 
organisations to continue to supply services from those buildings, or to use surplus 
buildings to supply other services not already available in the community. It is recognised 
that this will be a challenge for many existing management committees and therefore our 
intention is to work with them flexibly and cooperatively to support them through this 
process. This includes procuring support for buildings to make a robust assessment of their 
prospects for independent operation and if appropriate, prepare their business plan. 

Similarly to Gateshead Council, Newcastle Council is committed to devolving power and 
resources to the most local level wherever possible.
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Currently, Community Facilities consist of a range of services delivered from a variety of 
premises including purpose built community centres, schools, libraries and other 
community buildings. The services include those provided directly by the Council and 
Voluntary & Community Sector (VCS) organisations. 

Gateshead Council is currently undertaking assessments of all Community Facilities to 
identify duplications and gaps in service provision and the suitability of organisations and 
buildings to provide these services. This is focussed on the provision of 'Community Hubs' 
which are centrally located facilities where a variety of services come together to meet the 
needs of the local population. A community hub can be a single multipurpose facility but 
can also be a group of separate buildings that create an activity centre and access point for 
meeting a range of community needs, and supported by viable business plans to ensure 
there is a sustainable network of centres. 

Gateshead Council owns and/or resources 42 Community Centres across Gateshead. In 
2011 the Council agreed that Community Centres across Gateshead would be supported 
by the Council to become broadly self-financing and self-supporting. Phase 2 of the 
Community Centre Review is currently being implemented where 12 centres are being 
transferred through a long term lease (asset transfer) to community groups and three 
centres have been declared surplus to Council requirements following relocation of 
activities to other centres. 

In Newcastle there are over 100 community facility assets that are affected by the budget 
proposals. These assets include 29 community buildings, and by March 2015 they will have 
the following status: 

 Community Asset Transfer (CAT) or closure and relocation of activities. 
 Independent – not reliant on Council for funding
 Involvement of local people – no single model
 Safe governance arrangements – protecting individual liability
 Inclusive and welcoming to new committee and other volunteers 
 Well maintained buildings
 Programme of activities which reflects community need
 Self – sustaining – income generated from activities / hire / fundraising covers 

running, repairs and maintenance and all other costs

How will we get there?

Newcastle has strong, vibrant communities with active citizens who are ready and able to 
get involved and make a difference to their local area. We wish to encourage anyone with 
an interest in taking forward community ownership of relevant buildings, land and or 
services through Community Asset Transfer.  

Community Asset Transfer can help to unlock the potential of communities by: 

Empowering local communities by putting local organisations in control. 
Stimulating the involvement of local people in shaping and regenerating their 
communities and can be a catalyst for local volunteering and increasing community 
cohesion.
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Building confidence and capacity amongst the individuals involved and can support 
the creation of community leaders and inspire others to improve their community. 
Creating stronger, more sustainable voluntary and community sector (VCS) 
organisations which can create a wide range of benefits for the communities they 
serve. An asset can provide VCS organisations with financial security, recognition 
and management capacity. 
Offering opportunities to extend the use of the asset, increasing its value to the 
community.

Newcastle have a flexible approach to agreeing terms to support community asset transfer 
and will not seek a rent or capital receipt where this is appropriate, although we will seek to 
pass on all costs associated with the asset. The Council will be honest and transparent 
about assets that may be suitable for community asset transfer. But we must be realistic 
about what community organisations can take on, the timescales and the suitability of an 
asset for transfer.  

The future of the portfolio of buildings will be finalised by March 2015. We need to be very 
realistic about the reality of asset transfer – many buildings need a huge investment in 
them to be suitable for asset transfer and we do not have this money to invest in all the 
buildings. We will have a small capital asset transfer fund but this will not cover all 
requirements. Specific Impact Assessments will be undertaken in relation to plans for each 
building as these begin to develop more clearly.

In areas of proposed housing growth the extra demand placed on community facilities will 
be addressed in the following ways: 

Given the budget context outlined above it is essential that any future new community 
building provision is premised upon self-sufficiency from the outset. This may, as in the 
case of the Great Park community facility, be facilitated by the implementation of a 
community levy. Whatever the model, it is essential that any new community centre 
development must be at nil cost in short and long term to the City Council. The City Council 
is not able to contribute to the build cost and ongoing maintenance and support costs. 

It is also possible that increased demand for community facilities may be met by existing 
community facilities within an area. The 29 buildings currently supported by the Council is 
only a small proportion of the overall number of community facilities within the City. 
Irrespective of ownership (Newcastle City Council or other) the capacity of existing 
community buildings in areas of demand could be enhanced by developments providing 
either capital improvements or on-going revenue streams. Indeed, developing already 
functioning and well managed facilities would be a preferred option.  

In areas of proposed housing growth the extra demand placed on community facilities will 
be addressed in the following ways: 

Throckley: No additional community facilities are required. However Throckley 
Community Hall and The Grange Centre would benefit from capital investment to 
improve facilities. Extension, however, would be difficult. The potential for 
improvements to the Recreation Ground could also be examined. 
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Lower Callerton: Currently, no additional community facilities are required. This 
position will be reviewed in the context of future developments. If community need 
for facilities can be evidenced this will be explored with developers. The 
development of any community facility will need to be at nil short and long term cost 
to the City Council.  

Middle Callerton: In the medium term, no additional facilities are required. There is 
potential to increase usage of existing Community Centres. The Management 
Bodies of these are currently exploring community asset transfer and longer term 
sustainability.

Upper Callerton: In the medium term, no additional facilities are required and there 
is potential to increase the use of existing community centres. In the longer term 
various options will require consideration: 

o Potential for additional facilities at Westerhope Golf Course. 
o Potential expansion of Bullocksteads Sports Ground in association with 

Newcastle University or potentially with owners of Druid Park. 
o Subject to the identification of demand a new facility as part of a joint facility 

or stand alone. A community levy may be the way of ensuring sustainability.

In the following areas, no additional community facilities are required for the projected 
increase in dwellings numbers: 

 Newbiggin Hall 
 Kenton Bank Foot 
 North Gosforth 
 Dinnington 
 Hazlerigg / Wideopen 
 Walbottle 
 Lemington 

In Gateshead, due to the geographical spread of Core Centres (providing the prime 
community hubs within their localities), Transitional Centres (supported by the Council 
towards independence, through an asset transfer process and/or business plan 
development) or independently run centres, particularly in the western villages, there are no 
new community facilities required to support the growth set out in the Plan.
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4.8 Education

Where Do We Want To Be?

With approximately 42,585 children aged between 5 – 18 years living within Newcastle, and 
30,908 in Gateshead, we want to ensure adequate education provision across Gateshead 
and Newcastle. 

Under the 2006 Education and Inspections Act, Local Authorities must promote choice and 
diversity in relation to provision of school places. The location of schools and their 
admission arrangements need to enable a balanced intake for across the different 
community/multi-cultural/religious/ethnic minority groups to support social and community 
cohesion. The Childcare Act 2006 also places a duty on Local Authorities to secure 
sufficient childcare, so far as reasonably practical, for working/studying parents for children 
aged 0-14. 

Within Gateshead, the aspiration is to provide a viable portfolio of primary schools of a 
minimum of 1 FE (210 places) up to 2 FE optimum (420 places), with the aim to reduce 
surplus so that no school has a surplus exceeding 25% retaining adequate capacity for 
movement of pupils throughout schools in borough. 

Within Newcastle there is an average of 14% unfilled primary school places, varying 
between schools from around 10% over capacity to 50% under capacity. This compares to 
10.5% unfilled places nationally. At secondary School age there is an average of 14% 
unfilled places, varying from 2% over capacity to 40% under capacity. This compares to 
11% unfilled paces nationally. Newcastle aims to reduce surpluses towards national 
averages.

Within Gateshead there is an average of 12% unfilled primary school places currently, 
varying between schools from around 18% over capacity to 40% under capacity. This 
compares to 10.5% unfilled places nationally. At secondary School age there is an average 
of 5% unfilled places, varying from 9% over capacity to 39% under capacity. This compares 
to 11% unfilled paces nationally. Gateshead aims to reduce surpluses towards 10%. 

Where Are We Now?

Primary and Secondary Education and Academies

Newcastle has 6 nursery schools, 72 primary and first schools and 14 secondary, 
middle/high schools. In addition, Newcastle also accommodates 6 special schools. Funding 
for schools is received through the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) and the Pupil Premium. 
In 2012-13, the value of the DSG will be £178.5 million in Newcastle. Pupil Premium 
funding for the 2012-2013 period is expected to reach £7.5million. 

Newcastle has sufficient registered childcare to meet its needs as of December 2012. The 
funded early education entitlement places are offered in a number of settings including 
nursery schools, classes, preschool playgroups, private full day care settings and 
childminders. 
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Gateshead has 1 nursery school, 67 primary schools, 9 secondary schools 6 special 
schools and one Pupil Referral Unit and 1 City Technology College. In 2012-13 the value of 
the Dedicated Schools Grant was £129M and pupil premium was £3.9m .For 13/14 
Gateshead will have the same number of schools and the value of the Dedicated Schools 
Grant is £133M and pupil premium is estimated at £7.1M 

As of the 1st March 2012, 5 of the schools within Newcastle are Academies, with 2 schools 
currently converting. At the same date Gateshead there are 7 Academies (5 Secondary 
and 2 Primary) and one City Technology College (CTC) Emmanuel College. Funding for 
academies is through the Young People’s Learning Agency (YPLA), which is distributed 
direct from the Government, rather than through the Local Authority. 

Under the Priority School Building programme, introduced as a replacement scheme to the 
building for schools programme, 4 primary schools and 1 secondary school within 
Gateshead have gained funding to improve building conditions. 

Further Education

With nearly 30,000 full time, part time and distance learning students, Newcastle College is 
one of the largest colleges within the country. For the 2011-2012 school year, 7,512 of 
students are enrolled as full time 16-18 year olds. 

Gateshead College had 8,060 enrolments within the school year 2010-11, 2,515 of these 
being full time students aged between 16-18 years. During this period the College also 
supported 2,200 apprentices. The contribution of the College to Gateshead is seen to be 
significant, with an increase to 23% in Gateshead residents qualified to degree level. 

Higher Education

Newcastle University and Northumbria University are located within Newcastle, but serve a 
wide catchment area across the UK and internationally.  

Figure 10: Student Numbers
Newcastle University Northumbria University 

Total 15,107 23,984 
Full Time 15,044 18,954Undergraduate
Part Time 63 5030 
Total 21,045 4,823 
Full Time 4,455 2,329Postgraduate 
Part Time 1,483 2,494 

Other -- 5,954
Total Students 36,152 34,761

With Newcastle University offering 200 different courses, and Northumbria offering 500, 
there is a wide choice of options for higher education opportunities. 
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Gateshead is also home to the Open University of the North which supports 5,500 students 
in the North of England and 5,500 students across Western Europe. 

How will we get there?

The Newcastle Childcare Sufficiency team will continue to be proactive in assessing where 
additional preschool childcare places will be required and work with existing and emerging 
providers to ensure that the childcare market continues to meet the needs of a working city. 

The Councils are currently exploring the options for accommodating pupils generated from 
additional residential development in the strategic areas of growth and 
neighbourhood/regeneration/village growth areas. Where possible existing capacity in 
appropriate local schools will be used, and where the scale of the development indicates 
the potential need for new education provision at the appropriate phase, options will be 
developed identifying the scope, location of search and likely costs. 

Pupil generation from residential housing sites has been tested using population projection 
figures and pupil yield formulae, to assess the impact on local schools and where new or 
expanded provision might be required. 

In Newcastle, the formula has been developed from assessments of actual numbers of 
school age children from the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (2010) and compared 
to the Census of population 2011. The formulae are: 

Primary school = (Primary pupil yield per dwelling type X no. of new dwellings of that type)

Secondary school = (Secondary pupil yield per dwelling type X no. of new dwellings of that 
type) + (raising participation pupil no's)

Figure 11: Newcastle Pupil yield by dwelling size for primary and secondary¹ 

Property Size Pupil yield for primary (7 
years)/ dwelling type 

Pupil yield for secondary 
(5 years)/ dwelling type 

2 bed flat 0.03 0.02 
2 bed house 0.17 0.12 
3 bed house 0.26 0.19 

4 +bed house 0.3 0.22 
Assumed weightings for education sectors: primary 58%, secondary 42% 

In the short term (up to 2019), it is possible to specify which planning areas are likely to 
need to provide additional places. Beyond 2020 however, there are a number of factors 
that prevent specificity of education provision across the Local Authority areas, resulting in 
identification of broad locations that will need additional school places, but the exact 
location will be determined closer to the time, when parental choice and school 
performance is factored in.
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Within Gateshead, it is anticipated that to accommodate demographic change and 
development growth across the borough, there may be a requirement for several primary 
schools to be expanded to increase the number of school places available. The Council’s 
Children’s Commissioning Service has identified a need for: 

 one and a half additional forms in the Charles Thorp planning area.  
 an additional half form of entry in the Whickham School Planning Area. 
 an additional one and a half form of entry in the Lord Lawson School Planning Area. 
 an additional two and a half forms of entry in the Kingsmeadow School Planning 

Area.
 an additional half form of entry in the Thomas Hepburn School Planning Area.

This will require monitoring and review, and will be in all cases have regard to existing 
surplus across all year groups at all other local schools in the same planning area. 

The development of housing within the west of the borough will require the careful 
monitoring of the impact on the Secondary school sector. However due to the new 
provision and development of the school buildings at Charles Thorp Comprehensive school 
and the significant surplus projected at other schools in the area to 2019 it is not envisaged 
that additional housing will place undue demand for secondary places prior to 2019 
although the position will be reviewed at relevant intervals. 

In Newcastle a multi-million pound investment programme has been extended to a further 
five primary schools by Newcastle City Council. The council identified additional capital 
funds of £4m to refurbish a number of primary and first schools across the city and remove 
barriers to learning. Chillingham Road Primary, Beech Hill Primary, Hotspur, St John 
Vianney and Grange First School have all been awarded a share of the pot, bringing the 
total number of schools approved to nine. A significant number of schools are still in line to 
benefit, with funds yet to be allocated to schemes costing less than £100,000. 

In Newcastle the growth proposed in the Plan will generate the need for additional primary 
and secondary age provision in the Gosforth and North Central areas, with new schools to 
be provided in Newcastle Great Park. Further new primary age school provision will also be 
required in the Outer West area. A more detailed assessment of the impact of the growth 
on local schools is contained in Newcastle Local Plan Education Plan document: Impact on 
Local schools (September 2013). 

Sources of Information
Better Health, Fairer Health, Public Health North East - A Strategy for 21st Century Health 
and Well-being in the North East of England 
The Future of Education and Schools in Newcastle, Policy Cabinet Briefing Paper March 2012 
Gateshead College OFSTED Inspection Report, May 2012 
Northumbria University, Finance and Planning Department 
Newcastle Local Plan Education Plan document: Impact on Local schools (September 2013) 
Gateshead Local Plan Education Plan document: Impact on Local schools (February 2014) 
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4.9 Green Infrastructure Network

Green Infrastructure (GI) is a term used to describe the full range of green spaces and 
other environmental features and the ways in which they are linked together to create a 
network with many uses and benefits. This includes, for example, nature reserves, parks 
and gardens, countryside, woodlands and street trees, allotments, agricultural land, outdoor 
sport and recreation provision, and public rights of way. It also includes ‘blue infrastructure’ 
in the form of rivers, ponds and wetlands.

GI is a multifunctional resource that is integral to environmental functions (such as 
biodiversity, climate change adaptation and flood mitigation); provides quality of life benefits 
for the local community (including opportunities for recreation, sustainable transport, and 
improving quality of place); and contributes to providing an attractive environment capable 
of delivering sustainable economic growth. Appropriate provision of GI is therefore integral 
to the successful delivery of the objectives 

Where do we want to be?

As GI is so inclusive of many different elements, there are no specific GI national or local 
standards. The quality of our GI network can however be assessed through looking at the 
standards in place around the individual elements of GI, and we can look to protect and 
improve these elements, as well as increasing connectivity at a wider scale to further 
improve and enhance our GI network. 

Where are we now?

Currently there is an extensive GI network across Gateshead and Newcastle, as 
demonstrated in figure 10 below, consisting of a wide variety of different green and open 
spaces.

Figure 12: Strategic Green Infrastructure Network 
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Entec were commissioned jointly by Gateshead and Newcastle Councils to undertake a 
Green Infrastructure Study, which has been used to inform the development of the Core 
Strategy and additional development planning documents.  

Designated Ecological Sites

Nationally, some areas of land are designated as statutory Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), which are protected from development because of their ecological value. 
Newcastle has 5, whilst Gateshead has 8. 

Under statutory protection at the local level, there are also 13 Local Nature Reserves 
(LNRs) in Gateshead and 6 in Newcastle. Local authorities designate LNRs as an 
educational resource, as well as for their ecological value.  

In addition there are a large number of non-statutory designated Local Wildlife Sites 
(LWSs) across Gateshead and Newcastle, with Gateshead boasting 126, and Newcastle 
28. Newcastle also contains 36 SLCIs which hold a lower status than that of LWSs, but still 
play a key role in contributing to the GI network. 

Most LNRs are also covered by one of the pure ecological designations, as either SSSIs or 
LWSs.

Wildlife Corridors

With 10 Wildlife Corridors in Gateshead and 22 Wildlife Enhancement Corridors in 
Newcastle, wildlife corridors play a key role in allowing the movement of species between 
areas of habitat, linking wildlife sites, and reducing the risk of small, isolated populations of 
species becoming unsustainable and ultimately dying out. 

The Wildlife Corridor Network overlaps with, but is distinct from, the Strategic Green 
Infrastructure Network, as it is designated purely to benefit wildlife by providing ecological 
connectivity. Unlike the Strategic GI Network, it is therefore not necessarily multi-functional. 

Parks and Gardens

Parks and gardens across Gateshead and Newcastle provide visual amenity and 
opportunities for recreation, making a fundamental contribution to improving quality of place 
and health and wellbeing within our communities. However, the provision of this valuable 
resource varies widely between different areas. Our emerging Open Space Assessments 
identify areas which are deficient in parks and gardens in terms of quality and quantity, 
when compared to the needs and demands of residents.
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Natural and Semi Natural Green Space

Natural and semi-natural green spaces are areas of land and water which have been 
colonised by plants and animals. Their accessibility to the public means that they are a 
valuable asset for recreation, and provide an educational resource. These areas include 
designated ecological sites, and are often included within the wildlife corridor network. In 
Newcastle the Town Moor provides a significant area of natural green space, located within 
a central position in the City. In Gateshead, although there is a relatively large quantity of 
natural green space within the Borough, these areas are more commonly located in the 
South West of the Borough, where population density is lower. Where opportunities arise, 
the Council will therefore seek to improve access to natural green spaces within the urban 
area.

Allotments

Gateshead has 78 allotment sites, with evidence showing only a small number of plots are 
vacant at any one time. There is a high demand for plots across Gateshead, particularly 
those within sites in the Central areas of the Borough. In an effort to meet some of this 
demand, the Council have split some plots, introduced plot sharing schemes, and provided 
larger ‘community gardens’.

Newcastle has 2700 allotment plots across 74 different sites, and has seen a significant 
increase in demand for allotments over recent years with over 800 people on the waiting list. 
The 2010-2015 Allotment Strategy seeks to address this through the safeguarding of 
existing allotments and increasing allotment provision. One of the approaches to doing this 
is in line with the preferences of local residents, some allotment plots are being halved, 
ultimately increasing the number of manageable allotments, whilst still recognising that 
some may prefer a full size allotment. 

European Network of Designated Sites

There are no European Designated Sites within our boundaries, or potential area of 
influence, and these sites are therefore not referred to in the Green Infrastructure Delivery 
Plan (GIDP).

The main potential impact our activities could have on European sites is indirect, as a result 
of the wintering and passage waders (wading birds) which utilise the Tyne Estuary. Some 
of these birds may be the same as those which winter in the Northumbria Coast SPA, or 
breed within the North Pennine Moors SPA, and their populations form part of the 
justification for the designation of those sites. As a result of this, the Plan has been 
screened twice, first at Draft Plan stage and then again at Submission Draft Plan stage, to 
assess the need for a Habitat Regulations Assessment (Appropriate Assessment).

Both screening papers concluded that the potential effects on European sites are in all 
cases indirect and not considered to be significant or pose a threat to the site integrity, or to 
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the achievement of conservation objectives of any of the European sites concerned. It 
concluded that any possible ‘in combination’ effects will be adequately mitigated against by 
policies within the Plan designed to protect green infrastructure and the natural 
environment, and that this policy framework provides an appropriate level of protection for 
the relevant European sites. Natural England therefore considered that further work, in the 
form of a full Appropriate Assessment, was not required. 

The most relevant aspect of the existing policy framework concerns the significant areas of 
intertidal mud flats on the River Tyne, which are protected through the planning system as 
Local Wildlife Sites. This protection extends to indirect impacts, e.g. disturbance of waders 
feeding on the mud flats or roosting on structures within the Local Wildlife Sites at high tide, 
resulting from development proposals on the riverside. 

However, this does underline the need to protect the mud flats, any roost sites within them, 
and the wader populations concerned, from inappropriate development and indirect 
impacts, such as increased disturbance. There are three projects in the Gateshead GIDP 
which are relevant here – Dunston Staiths and the Saltmarsh Garden (S6), Metrogreen 
(S10), and the River Tyne as a whole (S15). All three of these projects incorporate the 
protection of the wintering and passage wader populations. 

How will we get there?

ENTEC were commissioned in 2010 to undertake the GI study, including an overview of 
evidence and a GI strategy. This built on work done by Newcastle Council in producing a 
PPG17 assessment in October 2009, and work done by Gateshead Council in 2008/9 in 
producing an updated ecological evidence base.  

Work undertaken by Entec on Gateshead and Newcastle’s GI network has been used to 
inform the production of separate Green Infrastructure Delivery Plans for Gateshead and 
Newcastle- Gateshead’s is complete and Newcastle’s is under development.  

Opportunity Areas have been identified, which will be taken forward through the Plan and 
highlighted as areas of particular potential for GI improvement. 

The Gateshead Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan applies this evidence base in identifying 
15 spatial projects and a further nine borough-wide thematic projects. It also prioritises 
these projects by testing them against a range of criteria. 

In Newcastle GI issues are being examined as part of the preparation of the Green 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan and the review of the Open Space Needs assessment.

High priority projects include those combining GI and water infrastructure, focussing on key 
sites, namely at Team Valley Trading Estate, linked with the upper Team Valley, as well as 
at Metrogreen, Derwenthaugh (the lower Derwent Valley) and Follingsby. Other high 



66

scoring GI projects include Wardley Manor Forest Park, Gateshead Centre, and key sites 
on the River Tyne corridor. 

In terms of protecting, maintaining and enhancing GI, both councils seek to ensure that 
open space provision meets the needs of residents in terms of quality, quantity and 
accessibility. Open space standards will be informed by our emerging Open Space 
Assessments, and set out in each council’s Land Allocations and Development 
Management Policies Documents. 

Green Infrastructure on Strategic Land Review Sites

Areas identified as potential housing sites will require appropriate green infrastructure 
provision, and in some cases present opportunities for significant GI projects and 
enhancements. This is additional to those projects identified in the GI Delivery Plans.

All sites should, as a starting point, retain and enhance existing features of ecological value 
and create new areas of habitat to replace any which are lost as a result of development. 

They should also provide integrated green infrastructure, including connections to the 
public rights of way network.

In the Newcastle City area, site capacity studies are being undertaken for strategic sites 
which examine issues affecting the development of the sites. Developers will then be 
required to undertake detailed assessment work which will include (amongst other issues) 
detailed proposals for the provision of GI. The studies are being undertaken for the 
following strategic development areas: 

 Hazlerigg 
 Lower, Middle and Upper Callerton 
 Newbiggin Hall, Kenton Bank Foot and Kingston Park 
 Newcastle Great Park 
 Throckley North 

In Gateshead, GI provision on the individual sites should protect existing features, be 
sensitive to habitats, designated sites, and include the following areas: 

 Dunston Hill 
 Highfield 
 Kibblesworth 
 Ryton 
 High Spen East 
 High Spen West 
 Chopwell North 
 Chopwell Central 
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 Chopwell South 
 Crawcrook (288) 
 Crawcrook (Crawcrook Lane) 
 Sunniside South 
 Sunniside North 

Sources of Information
Newcastle Allotment Strategy 2011 
NewcastleGateshead Green Infrastructure Evidence Base  
City of Newcastle Public Green Space, Sport and Recreation Needs and Opportunities, 
October 2009 
Gateshead Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan (December 2012) 
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4.10 Mineral and Waste Resources

4.10.1 Minerals 

Where Do We Want To Be?
Tyne and Wear is recommended by the North East Regional Aggregate Working Party to 
contribute specific quantities of minerals, as demonstrated in the table below, with a greater 
proportion of the required sand and gravel originating in Northumberland, and a greater 
proportion of crushed rock originating in Durham.  

The recommended apportionment was validated in a statement issued by Department for 
Communities and Local Government in September 2011, and forms the basis for planning 
documents in this area. Under the NPPF, Local Authorities are also required to prepare a 
Local Aggregates Assessment, examining capacity, outputs and future supply options. The 
LAA has been prepared collaboratively by the authorities of County Durham, 
Northumberland and Tyne and Wear (as published in April 2013) in order to address cross 
boundary mineral planning issues.

Recommended
Apportionment
(2010 – 2020) 

Draft Local Aggregates 
Assessment (2013-2030) 

Sand & Gravel 3,100,000 tonnes 4,600,000 tonnes 

Crushed Rock 3,000,000 tonnes 5,300,000 tonnes 

Where Are We Now?
Newcastle and Gateshead Councils are part of the North East Region Aggregate Working 
Party (RAWP), which coordinated the apportionment of the North East’s regional guidelines 
for aggregate provision (24 million tonnes of land won sand and gravel and 99 million 
tonnes of land won crushed rock) to the sub-regions. The NERAWP ensures that there is a 
co-ordinated approach to mineral provision across the North East, and is inclusive of 
Durham, Northumberland, Tees Valley and Tyne and Wear.

The Plan sets out Gateshead and Newcastle’s approach to minerals planning. It ensures 
that important mineral resources and infrastructure are safeguarded for current and 
potential future use. It also ensures where necessary that a contribution is made towards 
the secured supply of minerals for the sustainable growth of Gateshead and Newcastle, as 
required by national policy. The Plan implements the principles of the NPPF, including the 
identification of a local Mineral Safeguarding Area, and the approach to the prior extraction 
of minerals, which has been devised in consultation with The Coal Authority. 
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In addition to Brenkley Lane, Newcastle has two known significant reserves of coal, one at 
Brenkley North Farm north of Dinnington and secondly at Crescent Farm near Throckley, 
which are now under the control of UK Coal.  

Gateshead Wharf provides a landing point for high quality sand and gravel for the North 
East region, which, although currently non-operational, is seen as a strategically important 
part of the infrastructure to be safeguarded. Reserves of sand and gravel at Blaydon 
Quarry are believed to have been exhausted, whilst any remaining reserves at Crawcrook 
Quarry can only be extracted further to a new planning permission being granted. 

Saved Gateshead UDP policies refer to several sites which are safeguarded for potential 
extraction to meet future needs for sand and gravel and brick clay. A site at Lamesley is 
safeguarded for brick clay extraction, whilst sites for sand and gravel are safeguarded at: 

 Stephen’s Hall Storage Void 
 Bradley Hall Farm 
 Crawcrook East 
 Ricklees Farm 
 Beamish 
 Crawcrook West 

Two other sites have been defined as dormant sites as a result of the review of mineral 
sites under MPG14 and the Environment Act 1995: land at Bog Wood and land west of 
Barlow Lane, where extraction cannot commence until modern planning conditions have 
been agreed.

How Will We Get There?
It is anticipated that existing mineral extraction sites and infrastructure within the sub-region 
can largely accommodate the requirements for provision up to 2030, in accordance with the 
apportionment and the recommendations of the joint LAA. However, additional provision 
towards the end of the plan period may be required to ensure the maintenance of a rolling 
land bank of permissions, and to avoid over-reliance on only one site, as set out in the 
NPPF. Whilst this may be the case there are no known infrastructure requirements to be 
put forward in this IDP Schedule.

Mineral Extraction 
Site

Permissions Status

Brenkley Lane, 
Newcastle (shared 

with
Northumberland)

2.4million tonnes 
of Coal; and 

200,000 tonnes of 
fireclay

Permissions to be implemented over 11.5 
years over 5 phases. As of 27 November 2011 
286,730 tonnes of clay and 10,002 tonnes of 
clay sand have been extracted. 

Gateshead Wharf High quality sand 
and gravel Currently non-operational 
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4.10.2 Waste 

Where Do We Want To Be?
We want to manage waste sustainably, by reducing the amount of waste that is generated, 
increase the amount of waste that is recycled, and increase energy production from waste 
created. Gateshead has a target to recycle 45% of waste by 2015, increasing this to 50% 
by 2020. There is a need to ensure that there is sufficient waste management capacity 
throughout the plan period to handle forecasted waste arisings. 

Where Are We Now?
In 2012/2013 Gateshead produced 90,319 tonnes of municipal waste, a four per cent 
reduction on the previous year, as well as seeing an increase to 36.9% of waste being 
recycled. In Newcastle 144, 519 tonnes of municipal waste was collected, this is a 
continued decrease from 2011-12 by 2,851 tonnes. Residual waste that needed to be 
disposed to landfill also reduced in real terms for that period from 68,732 to 58,362, a 
reduction of over 10,000 tonnes. The Council continues its commitment to take action to 
reduce, recover, recycle and compost waste as far as possible and make adequate 
arrangements for the residual waste that requires disposal.

In preparation for the Plan a collaborative assessment of current and future waste arising, 
and the capacity to manage this, has been undertaken with regard to a number of waste 
streams, including municipal, hazardous and commercial and industrial waste. This 
confirms that there is likely to be sufficient capacity within the area and in adjacent areas to 
manage the waste arising to 2030, assuming recycling targets are met. 

There is a range of existing facilities for waste management in Gateshead and Newcastle, 
including household recycling centres, transfer stations, treatment facilities and recycling 
plants, most of these are located within industrial locations. The area also benefits from 
significant landfill capacity at the Path Head and Blaydon Quarry sites located in 
Gateshead.

Landfill Site Annual
Capacity 

Constraints

Blaydon Quarry 194,951 tonnes Permission requires site to be completed by 2026. 
Path Head 
Quarry 700,000 tonnes Permission requires site to be completed by 2017. 

Gateshead and Newcastle have put in place Municipal waste strategies to reduce waste 
and to minimise the amount of residual waste for disposal. Gateshead is taking a joint 
approach with South Tyneside and Sunderland Councils as part of the South Tyne and 
Wear Waste Management Partnership, through which a contract has been agreed to send 
residual municipal waste to a new Energy from Waste Facility in Teesside. This will be 
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accompanied by ongoing investment in support facilities at Campground in Springwell and 
at Blaydon.  

Newcastle has also secured a similar contract in that approximately 26,000 tonnes of 
Newcastle’s waste will also be sent to Teesside, between the years of 2012 and 2024. 

In parallel, Newcastle City Council is currently seeking to conclude negotiations with the 
recycling and resource management company SITA UK, its waste management contractor. 
This will result in new contractual arrangements for MSW management and will provide the 
mechanism for achieving the aspirations of the Newcastle Waste Strategy.  

How Will We Get There?
No additional facilities are required to manage and treat waste during the plan period, 
subject to, the successful renegotiation of a contract post 2024 for the management of 
municipal waste in Newcastle, 

Additional refuse collections will be needed to accommodate new households completed 
within the plan period. Approximately 7,000 households equates to one collection round 
under current methodology, therefore the planned growth will mean at least two more 
collection rounds for domestic waste with additional resources also being needed for 
recycling collections by 2030. 

This report will be updated regularly to include any further anticipated requirements for 
waste infrastructure provision. 

Sources of Information
 South Tyne & Wear Waste Management Partnership Joint Municipal Waste Strategy 

2007
 Newcastle City Council Municipal Waste Management and the One Core Strategy 

Position Statement 
 North East Model of Waste Arisings and Waste Management Capacity (2012) 
 North East Region Aggregates Working Party Annual Aggregates Monitoring Report 

2011
 Joint Local Aggregate Assessment for County Durham, Northumberland and Tyne and 

Wear (2013) 
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Part III – Infrastructure Delivery Plan Schedule 

Set out below is the joint Infrastructure and Delivery Plan Schedule (February 2014) to 
support the Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan for Gateshead and Newcastle. The IDP 
and Schedule is a working document that will be updated periodically and will reflect 
changes in circumstance. 
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Core Strategy Schedule

KEY
TBC =
To Be 

Confirmed

SHORT
TERM

2011-20 

MEDIUM
TERM

2020-25 

LONG
TERM

2025-30 

      

Ref Scheme Location Estimated 
Cost (2013) 

Delivery 
Responsibility 

Potential
Funding
Sources

Phasing

       
1. Critical Schemes - required to facilitate delivery of the Plan

T1

A1: Lobley Hill - 
Create parallel 
roads between 
junctions 
[COMMITTED] 

Lobley Hill and 
Team Valley £64m Highways 

Agency
National Roads 
Programme 2014-15 

          

2. Essential Schemes - required to facilitate development

T2 A1: Route Based 
Strategy

A1 Corridor 
through 
Newcastle & 
Gateshead, 
including new 
lane at Seaton 
Burn to 
Scotswood Rd 

TBC Highways 
Agency

Department for 
Transport 
National Roads 
Programme,
Pinch Point, 
Local
contribution 

2013-30 

T3 

West Rd Bus 
Corridor - West 
Rd, improved 
junctions to 
prioritise bus 
movements 

West Road and 
Westgate 
Road, 
Newcastle 

£6.3m LTP, Council 

Developer 
contributions. 
Devolved
funding through 
Local Transport 
Body / Local 
Growth Fund, 
DfT Major 
schemes 
funding

2014-20 

T4 

Bensham Rd 
(A692) Bus 
Corridor 
[COMMITTED]

Bensham 
Road/Lobley 
Hill Road, incl. 
junction with 
Kingsway at 
north end of 
Team Valley 

£3.4m Council

DfT Local 
Pinch Point 
Fund,
developer 
contributions 
and Council 
funding

2013-
2015

T5 
Durham Rd Bus 
Corridor Phases 
4-6

Saltwell, Low 
Fell £1.6m Council

LTB , 
developer 
contribution 

2013-
2019
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Gosforth Bus 
Corridor Phase 1 
- improved 
junctions to 
prioritise bus 
movements. 
Including 
Hollywood
Avenue/ Great 
North Road 
junction 
improvements      
[COMMITTED]

Gosforth £3m Council,
Sustrans 

DfT Cycle 
Safety Fund, 
Developer 
contributions 

2013-20 

T6 

Gosforth 
Transport 
Improvements 
Phase 2 - 
Cowgate to 
Haddricks Mill 
improved 
junctions 
(incorporating 
Cow Hill and Blue 
House)  

Gosforth £10-15m Council

Developer 
contributions. 
Devolved
funding through 
Local Transport 
Body / Local 
Growth Fund, 
DfT Major 
schemes 
funding

2013-20 

T7 
Park and ride 
scheme: Eighton 
Lodge 

Eighton Lodge £7.5m Council

Devolved Local 
Transport Body 
Funding (LTB),  
Developer 
Contributions,  

2015-
2021

T8 
Park and ride 
scheme:
Follingsby

Follingsby £3.5m Council Developer 
Contributions, 
LTB

2020-
2025

T9 
Park and ride 
scheme: Dunston 
Hill

 Dunston Hill £2.6m Council Developer 
Contributions, 
LTB

2015-
2021

T10 Great North 
Cycleway 

Durham
Road/Tyne 
Bridge/Great 
North Road 
(outside of 
Urban Core) 

£0.4m Councils 

LTB, Cycle City 
Ambition Fund,  
Developer 
Contributions 

2011-15 

T11 Strategic Cycle 
Routes Newcastle £11.7m Council DfT, Council, 

Partners 2011-20 

T12 Scotswood Road 
Phase 5 Scotswood £5m Council Council,

Developer, LTB 
2025-
2030

T13 

Cowgate 
Roundabout 
improvements 
[COMMITTED]

A167,
Stamfordham 
Rd. /Ponteland 
Rd./ Two Ball 
Lonnen 

£4.5m Council
Local Pinch 
Points funding, 
Council

2011-
2020
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T14 

Metro
Reinvigoration, 
includes:  Track, 
Station
improvements, 
Structures, 
Power , Metro 
Cars, smart 
ticketing and 
gating, Depot 
works, Signalling  
[COMMITTED] 

Gateshead and 
Newcastle £385m Nexus 

Central
Government 
Funding 

2011-25 

a) Raised 
defence or 
landraising 
along riverbank 
to mitigate tidal 
flood risk

 £3.6m 
Local
Authority
Developer 

Developer 
Contributions 
Local Flood 
Levy
Regional Flood 
Defence Levy 
Lead Local 
Flood Authority 
Funds 
Flood Defence 
Grant in Aid 
(Up to 50%) 

2020-30 

b) Shibdon 
Meadow flood 
alleviation

£25,000 
Council (L) 
Durham
Wildlife Trust 

Potential for 
use of Landfill 
Tax

2015
GI & W1 

Metrogreen Flood 
Alleviation & 
Mitigation; and 
Green 
Infrastructure  

c) Surface 
Water 
Management at 
Metrogreen - 
strategic land 
drainage 
network 
integrated with 
multi-functional
green space. 

£0.2m Developer 

Local Flood 
LevyRegional 
Flood Defence 
LevyLead Local 
Flood Authority 
FundsFlood 
Defence Grant 
in Aid(Up to 
50%)

2020-30 

UE1

Gateshead 
GTI/broadband 
high speed open 
access  
[COMMITTED]  

Gateshead 
Rural Areas £1.72m Private Sector BDUK and 

Council 2013-15 

UE2

Go Digital 
Newcastle 
(incorporating the 
Local Broadband 
and Super-
Connected Cities 
plans) 
[COMMITTED]

Citywide £8-12m Council
Government 
DCMS and 
Council

2013-15 
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Essential schemes for Growth Areas  

GA1 Dinnington, Hazlerigg, Wideopen Village Growth Areas, Great Park and Kingston 
Park/Kenton Bank Foot Neighbourhood Growth Areas

GA1.1

Junction 
improvements & 
Indicative Access 
Road A696  

Airport A696 to 
Great Park A1 £20.7m

Development 
consortium, 
Airport,
Council

Local Growth 
Fund, ERDF, 
Developer 
contributions, 
HCA

2020-30 

GA1.2

Brunton Road 
widening and 
highway 
improvements 

A696- Brunton 
Lane, Kingston 
Park 

£4.5m Developers, 
Council Developers 2020-30 

GA1.3

New primary and 
secondary   age 
schools ( 7 FE 
secondary and 2 
x 2 FE primary)      

Great Park , 
Newcastle £20.1m Developer, 

provider, NCC 

Targeted Basic 
Needs 
Developer 
contributions    
Council

2020-30+ 

GA1.4

New health 
centre provision 
(extending 
existing provision 
and/or new 
provision) 

Great Park and 
vicinity TBC

NHS Local 
Area Team,  
Clinical 
Commission-
ing Group(s), 
GP partner 

NHS England/ 
GP partner 2020-30  

GA1.5

New health 
centre provision 
(redevelopment 
and extension) 

Dinnington TBC

 NHS Local 
Area Team,  
Clinical 
Commission-
ing Group(s), 
GP partner 

NHS England/ 
GP partner 2020-30  

GA1.6 District Centre 
facilities

Great Park and 
vicinity TBC Facility

providers 
Consortia, 
providers 2025-30 

GA2 Throckley Village Growth Area, Newbiggin Hall, Upper Callerton, Middle Callerton and Lower 
Callerton Neighbourhood Growth Areas

GA2.1

Junction 
improvements & 
Indicative Access 
Road  A696 to 
A69

Between A696 
to A69 largely 
through 
development 
areas. 

£32.6m
Development 
consortium, 
Council

Developer 
contributions, 
Single Local 
Growth Fund, 
ERDF, HCA  

2020-30+ 

GA2.2

New health 
centre provision 
(redeveloping 
existing provision 
and/or new 
provision) 

Callerton  / 
Newbiggin Hall TBC

NHS Local 
Area Team,  
Clinical 
Commission-
ing Group(s), 
GP partner 

NHS England/ 
GP partner 2020-30 

GA2.3
Primary  age 
education 
provision            

Outer West         £11.8m Developer, 
provider, NCC 

Targeted Basic 
Needs 
Developer 
contributions    
Council

2020-30 + 

GA2.4
Improved
community centre 
provision 

Upper and 
Middle
Callerton
vicinity 

£1.5m Developer, 
provider, NCC 

Developer 
Consortium, 
providers 

2020-30 
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GA2.5 Local Centre 
facilities Callerton TBC Facility

Providers

Developer 
Consortium, 
providers 

2020-30 

GA2.6 Access Road to 
Throckley North Throckley  £0.6m Developer, 

Council Developer 2020-30 

GA2.7 Access Road to 
Newbiggin Hall

Etal Way, 
Newbiggin Hall £0.6m Developer, 

Council Developer 2020-30 

GA3 West Villages - Ryton, Crawcrook, Chopwell, Sunniside, High Spen, Highfield

GA3.4

Blaydon Town 
Centre
Roundabout - 
congestion 
mitigation

Crawcrook, 
Ryton,
Winlaton 

£0.5m Council Developer 
Contributions 2020-30 

GA3.1

Extension to Bus 
Lane on A694 to 
Winlaton Mill to 
support existing 
bus service 

Chopwell, High 
Spen, High 
Field

£0.8m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.2
A695/Greenside 
Road Junction 
Improvement 

Crawcrook £0.2m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA3.3
A695/Woodside 
Lane Junction 
Improvement 

Ryton £0.6m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.4

Cushy Cow 
Lane/Stargate 
Lane Junction 
Improvement 

Ryton £0.25m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA3.5

Stargate Lane, 
between Cushy 
Cow Lane and 
A695

Ryton £0.15m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA3.6

Stargate
Lane/A695 
Junction 
Improvement 

Ryton £0.25m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.7
A695/A1114 
Junction 
Improvement 

Ryton £0.25m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.8 A1/A694 Junction 
Improvement Ryton £0.5m Council Developer 

Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.9
A694/Mill Road 
Junction 
Improvement  

Chopwell £0.15m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA3.10
A694/B6310 
Junction 
Improvement 

Chopwell £0.3m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA3.11
A694/B6315 
Junction 
Improvement 

Chopwell £0.25m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.12
A694/B6314 
Junction 
Improvement 

Chopwell £0.3m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 
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GA3.13
A694/Thornley 
Lane Junction 
Improvement 

Chopwell £0.01m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.14
A694/Noel Ave 
Junction 
Improvement 

Chopwell £0.01m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.15

New pedestrian 
crossing facilities 
around 
B6315/Glossop 
Street Junction 

High Spen £0.1m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA3.16

New crossing 
facility across 
B6315 Collingdon 
Road 

High Spen £0.06m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA3.17

Secondary 
School
investment/impro
vement

Ryton Secured Council

Priority School 
Building
Programme
(PSBP)

2017-20 

GA3.18

Extension or new 
build of two 
Primary Schools 
due to 
development in 
the Charles 
Thorp Planning 
Area

Charles Thorp 
Secondary 
School
Planning Area 

£7.7m Council
Developer 
Contributions, 
Council

2020-30 

GA3.19
Strategic Water 
Scheme  
Chopwell

Upgrades to 
public 
sewerage 
system and 
surface water 
management in 
Chopwell

TBC
NWL, 
developer, 
Council

NWL, 
developer 
contributions, 
Council

2017-30 

GA4 Dunston Hill and Sunniside

GA4.1
Tanfield Railway 
Cycle Route 
improvements 

Dunston Hill, 
Sunniside £1.4m Council Developer 

Contributions 2020-30 

GA4.2

Continued 
improvements to 
internal cycle 
routes in Team 
Valley and 
removal of on-
street car parking 

Team Valley 
employment 
sites 

£0.25m Council LTP/Developer 
Contribution 2017-30 

GA4.3
A692/B6317 
Junction 
Improvement 

Dunston Hill, 
Sunniside £0.1m Council Developer 

Contributions 2017-30 

GA4.4
B6317/Dunston 
Bank Junction 
Improvement 

Dunston Hill £0.25m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA4.5

B6317
Pedestrian 
Improvements - 4 
new crossings 

Dunston Hill £0.3m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 
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GA4.6
Southfield Road 
Improvement - 
access to school 

Dunston Hill TBC Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA4.7

Improved access 
to Tanfield 
Railway Path - 
Shepton Villas, 
Sunniside 

Sunniside £0.002m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 

GA4.8

Extension or new 
build of one 
Primary School 
due to 
development in 
the Whickham 
Secondary 
School Planning 
Area

Whickham 
Secondary 
School
Planning Area 

£3.3m Council Targeted Basic 
Needs Funding 2013-15 

GA5 Kibblesworth and Birtley 

GA5.1
Lamesley 
Roundabout 
improvements 

Kibblesworth £0.25m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA5.2

Extension or new 
build of two 
Primary Schools 
due to 
development in 
the Lord Lawson 
Planning Area 

Lord Lawson 
Secondary 
School
Planning Area 

£1.1m Council

Targeted Basic 
Needs, 
Developer 
Contributions 

2014-20 

GA6 Leam Lane & Follingsby 

GA6.1

Follingsby South 
Roundabout 
(A195) 
improvements 

Follingsby
(ELR) £0.75m Council

LTP
Developer 
Contribution 

2015-20 

GA6.2 A195 (New Rd) 
Bus Lane 

Follingsby
(ELR) £0.1m Council

Devolved Local 
Transport Body 
Funding 
/Council/Develo
per
Contribution – 
tied to 
Follingsby P&R 

2020-30 

GA6.3

Green 
infrastructure 
buffers and 
enhancement of 
River Don 
Wildlife Corridor. 
Implementation 
of SUDS and 
surface water 
management. 

Creation of 
SuDS, flood 
meadows, and 
protection of 
habitats, for 
example Great 
crested newt, 
water vole. 

£1.7m Developer 
Developer 
Contributions , 
funding

2015-20 
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GA7 Newburn Riverside Area of Change

GA7.1
Primary age 
education 
provision           

Outer West £2.7m Developer, 
provider, NCC 

Targeted Basic 
Needs 
Developer 
contributions    
Council

2025-30+ 

3. Projects requiring further feasibility work 

T15 
Potential New 
Tyne Crossing – 
Feasibility Study 

East / West of 
Urban Core £0.1m Council

Developer 
contributions 
Devolved Local 
Transport Body 
Funding  
(incl. local 
contribution of 
10-25%).  

2025-30 

GA6.4 Electricity 
Network Upgrade 

East 
Gateshead TBC Northern 

Powergrid 

Northern 
Powergrid / 
Council / 
Developer 
Contribution 

2015-20 

    

4. Transformational Schemes - to meet long term aspirations 

UE5

District heating 
networks Re-
Generate 
Newcastle 

Link the 
existing
schemes to the 
east and west 
of the city 
through the city 
centre and pick 
up the key 
development 
sites in the 
urban core 
(Science 
Central, Civic 
Centre / UNN 
within urban 
core and 
Scotswood and 
Riverside
Dene) 

TBC

Public private 
initiative
(NCC), Joint 
venture
partner to be 
determined 

ERDF, Council, 
private sector, 
ADZ

2020-30 

UE6

Low carbon 
projects/ 
renewable 
energy projects 
at MetroCentre 
and Team Valley  

MetroCentre 

Team Valley 
TBC Council TBC

Feasibility 
Study
2014

GI&T1 

River Tyne, 
banks and other 
waterways 
access and 
public realm 
improvements 
including in 
Urban Core and 
Keelman's Way  

Keelman’s Way 
improvements - 
path and GI 
corridor, Felling 
Shore and 
Dunston 
Staiths 

TBC
Council
Developer 
contributions 

Developer 
Contributions 2020-30 



81

Stella Riverside 
(outside of 
private
housing) 

Council
Developer 
contributions 

Developer 
Contributions 2020-30 

Metrogreen
Riverside
access 

Council
Developer 
contributions 

Developer 
Contributions 2020-30 

Derwent 
Crossing 
Bridge

Council
LTP - contains 
percentage for 
cycling. 

2020-30 

GI & W 2 

Team Valley 
Flood Alleviation 
and Mitigation: 
and Green 
Infrastructure  

Holistically 
resolving
integrated 
surface water, 
fluvial and 
drainage 
flooding
problems with 
biodiversity - 
including
deculverting
Team Valley. 

TBC

Council/EA
lead on 
delivery with 
UK Land and 
Rivers Trust 

Landowner 
Flood Defence 
Grant in Aid. 

2020-30 

Green 
Infrastructure - 
GI route, 
cycling, 
biodiversity and 
landscape 
enhancement. 

TBC Council

Developer 
Contributions, 
Lottery, Landfill 
Tax

2020-30 

Upper River 
Team, incl. 
Lamesley 
Flood Pastures 
- enhancing 
flood storage 
capacity and 
biodiversity
from Lamesley 
to Team Valley.
Including 
creation of 
birdland and 
wetland. 

£1.65m

Council, with 
EA and 
Natural 
England,
RSPB

Local Flood 
Levy
Regional Flood 
Defence Levy 
Lead Local 
Flood Authority 
Funds 
Flood Defence 
Grant in Aid 
(Up to 50%) 
Heritage 
Lottery, Landfill 
Tax. DEFRA 
funding for 
Higher Level 
Stewardship

2020-30 

GI & W3 
Lower Derwent 
Valley and River 
Tyne Corridor 

Derwenthaugh 
multi-functional
Green 
Infrastructure 
access / flood 
storage  

TBC

GI Delivery 
Plans will 
determine 
sites, costs, 
deliverability
issues - Dec 
2011

Council funding 
committed to 
clearance of 
allotment land. 
Developer 
Contributions, 
Lottery, Landfill 
Tax

2020-30 
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T16

Pedestrian/Cycle 
Bridge Feasibility 
Study:
Blaydon/Newburn 
or Old Scots Rail 
(Paradise Cycle 
Bridge) 

Blaydon Station 
to Newburn 
Riverside
Restoration of 
former
Scotswood 
Railway bridge 

£8.3-10.3m  GC/NCC 

Devolved Local 
Transport Body 
Funding.  Local 
contribution 
required 

2020-30 

T17

Heworth 
Roundabout 
Improvements 
(A184 / A185) – 
mega signalised 
junction 

East 
Gateshead / 
Durham / 
Sunderland / 
South Tyneside 
/ Felling 

£6.7m

Council
Devolved Local 
Transport Body 
Funding 
/Developer 
Contribution 

2020-30 

T18

East Gateshead 
Station and 
reinstatement of 
Leamside Line 

New station at 
Baltic Business 
Quarter linked 
to Leamside 
Line, either 
bus/rail link. 

£91.5m
Network Rail 
(L),Nexus, 
Council

Network Rail - 
national rail 
programme 
(National level 
funding) 

2020-30 

T19

Refurbish 
Heworth Metro 
and public 
transport access 

Heworth £7.2m Council/Nexus 

Devolved Local 
Transport Body 
Funding 
/Developer 
Contribution 

2020-30 

GI 1 
Development of 
Wardley Manor 
Forest Park 

Enhancement 
of Forest Park, 
including
management of 
substantial
woodland 
planting areas. 
Substantial,
multi- functional 
GI project, 
providing 
improved 
access to the 
countryside. 

 TBC Council

Lottery Fund, 
Landfill Tax, 
Forestry 
Commission 
Woodland 
Grants 
scheme.

Match from 
developers at 
Leam Lane 

2020-30 

W 1 

Upgrade of or 
alternative to 
Howdon Sewage 
Treatment Works 
- implementation 
of Surface Water 
Removal 
Strategy (June 
2012) 

Combined 
surface water 
and sewage 
treatment
works scheme 

TBC

NWL lead on 
strategic 
requirements. 

Developer 
leads on local 
requirements 

NWL 2020-30 

GI & W4 

Upper Team 
Valley Flood 
Storage and 
Green 
Infrastructure 
enhancement  

Upper River 
Team, incl. 
Lamesley 
Flood Pastures 
- enhancing 
flood storage 
capacity and 
biodiversity
from Lamesley 
to Team Valley.

£0.7m

Council, with 
EA and 
Natural 
England,
RSPB

Local Flood 
Levy
Regional Flood 
Defence Levy 
Lead Local 
Flood Authority 
Funds 
Flood Defence 
Grant in Aid 
(Up to 50%) 

2020-30 
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Including 
creation of 
birdland and 
wetland. 

Heritage 
Lottery, Landfill 
Tax. DEFRA 
funding for 
Higher Level 
Stewardship

GI & W5

St Omers Haugh 
Flood Defence 
(Team Valley 
Flood Alleviation) 

Dunston - 
protecting 
existing
community and 
redevelopment 
in Ravensworth 
Road 

 £5.7m Council (lead) 

Local Flood 
Levy
Regional Flood 
Defence Levy 
Lead Local 
Flood Authority 
Funds 
Flood Defence 
Grant in Aid 
(Up to 50%) 

2020-30 

GA3 West Villages - Ryton, Crawcrook, Chopwell, Sunniside, High Spen, Highfield

GA3.13

Derwent Cycle 
Route
Improvements – 
Chopwell to C2C 
route

Chopwell, High 
Spen, High 
Field

£0.25m Council Developer 
Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.14

Cycle route 
improvements – 
upgrade of rights 
of way to provide 
links to cycle 
network 

Crawcrook, 
Ryton £0.25m Council Developer 

Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.15
Riverside Cycle 
Route
improvements 

Crawcrook, 
Ryton £0.5m Council Developer 

Contributions 2017-30 

GA3.16

Pedestrian and 
Cycle access 
improvements at 
Wellington Rd 
under railway 

Metrogreen £0.1m Council LTP/Developer 
Contribution 2017-30 

GA5 Kibblesworth and Birtley 

GA5.6

Bowes Cycle 
Route
improvements 
(Regional Route 
11)

Kibblesworth £1.0m Council
Developer 
Contributions/s
106

2017-30 

GA5.7
Angel Cycle 
Route (west) 
improvements 

Birtley, link with 
southern part of 
Team Valley 
(ELR) 

£0.5m Council LTP/Developer 
Contribution 2017-30 

GA6 Leam Lane & Follingsby

GA6.5

Wildlife Corridor 
Gap at Follingsby 
(former rail 
route): A194 (M), 
A194 & A184 
junction. 

Follingsby TBC

Network Rail - 
obligations to 
development 
of Leamside 
Line.

Developer 
Contributions 2020-30 
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Urban Core Schedule

KEY TBC = To Be 
Confirmed

SHORT TERM 
2011-20 

MEDIUM
TERM

2020-25 

LONG
TERM

2025-30 

      

Ref Scheme Location
Estimated

Cost
(2013)

Delivery 
Responsibility

Potential
Funding
Sources

Phasing

      
1. Essential Schemes - required to facilitate development 

GQ Gateshead Quays 

GQ1

New public car 
parking at Mill 
Road/Hawks Road & 
Church St 

Quays & Baltic 
Sub Area £5.6m Council Council 2020-30 

GQ2
Clearance and 
remediation of 
Kaufmann Site 

Quays & Baltic 
Sub Area £1m Council Council 2015-20 

GQ3

Structural 
improvements to 
Quay Walls as part 
of site development 

Millennium
Bridge to Brett 
Oils, Gateshead 
Quays

TBC Developer Developer 2015-30 

       

SC

Newcastle Science 
Central site                
Planning Permission 
2012/0520/01/DET, 
2012/0520/01/DET, 
2011/0110/02/RES

Civic Sub Area   
St James 
Boulevard,
Newcastle City 
Centre

2011-29 

SC1

Site enabling, 
remediation and 
interim site 
infrastructure 

Civic Sub Area £3.6m 2011-15 

SC2

Westgate 
Road/Corporation 
Street upgrading 
junction and 
new/resurfaced 
carriageways and 
footways
[COMPLETE] 

Civic Sub Area £0.45 2011-15 

SC3

Bath 
Lane/Corporation 
Street/St James 
Boulevard junction
Supercrossing and 
upgrading signals 

Civic Sub Area £1m

Newcastle 
Science City 
Initiative

RGF £6m; 
ERDF £4- 
5.7m;
Newcastle 
University 
£8m,
Newcastle 
City Council 
£8m. ADZ 
(TBC) 

2015-20 
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SC4

Stanhope 
Street/Diana Street 
Upgraded/new 
signal and upgrading 
of carriageways and 
footways

Civic Sub Area TBC 2011-15 

SC5

Barrack Road/Pitt 
Street amendment 
to junction to enable 
access to site

Civic Sub Area £0.7m 2015-20 

SC6

Wellington Street
New/re-surface 
carriageway and 
footpaths

Civic Sub Area £2m 2011-15 

SC7

Knowledge Link.   
Key pedestrian cycle 
route from Westgate 
Road/Corporation St 
junction to Heber St 
and Barrack Road 
beyond.

Civic Sub Area TBC 2015-20 

SC8

Hard and soft 
landscaping 
including laying 
out of development 
plots and new 
spaces at Gateway 
Square, Science 
Square, Knowledge 
Square

Civic Sub Area £20m 2011-25 

          

EPS East Pilgrim Street 
Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

Developers , 
Council

Developer, 
ERDF,
Accelerated 
Development 
Zone (TBC), 
Nexus 

EPS1

Demolition-
Odeon/Dex, 
Commercial Union 
House, Watson 
House, Norham 
House, Worswick St 
Bus Station

Newcastle 
Central £4-5m Council,

Developers 
ADZ (TBC), 
Developers 2013-20 

EPS2 Site remediation/ 
temporary uses 

Newcastle 
Central £2-3m Council,

Developers 
ADZ (TBC), 
Developers 2013-20 

EPS3

Multi storey car 
park
East of John Dobson 
Street on Durrant 
Road, access from 
Central Motorway

Newcastle 
Central £9.4m Developers , 

Council

Developer, 
ERDF,
Accelerated 
Development 
Zone (TBC), 
Nexus 

2020-30 
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EPS4

New Bridge Street.
Extension of the 
main shopping street  
1. New Bridge St. 
between Pilgrim St 
and John Dobson St. 
- New surfacing to 
serve pedestrians 
/cyclists.  
2. Further surfacing 
improvements on 
John Dobson St.

Newcastle 
Central

£1.0m - 
£1.5m

Developers , 
Council

Developer, 
ERDF,
Accelerated 
Development 
Zone (TBC), 
Nexus 

2013 - 
20

EPS5

Manors pedestrian 
and cycle bridge.
Replacement of 
existing

Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

£5.8m Developers, 
Council

Developer, 
ERDF,
Accelerated 
Development 
Zone (TBC), 
Nexus 

2025-30 

EPS6

Relocating bus 
movements in 
preparation of new 
bus station 

East Pilgrim St, 
Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

£3.9m Council, Nexus 

Developer, 
ERDF,
Accelerated 
Development 
Zone (TBC), 
Nexus 

2013-20 

EPS7

New Bus facility 
(short term). 
Rerouting of buses 
stopping on Pilgrim 
Street and diverting 
to new stopping 
facility on John 
Dobson Street

Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

£1.0m - 
£1.5m

Developers, 
Council

Developer, 
ERDF,
Accelerated 
Development 
Zone (TBC), 
Nexus 

2013-20 

EPS8

New Bus station 
facility (long term)
to maximise public 
transport 
accessibility.  
Includes temporary 
bus facility on John 
Dobson Street  

Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

£7m Developers, 
Council

Developer, 
ERDF,
Accelerated 
Development 
Zone (TBC), 
Nexus 

2025-30 

EPS9

Open Spaces:
1. New gateway 
space at top of 
Pilgrim St
2. Improvements to 
area around cultural 
hub of library / Laing 
Gallery
3. Space next to 
Plummer Tower and 
Central Courtyard 
space in southern 
block

East Pilgrim St, 
Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

£3-4m Developers , 
Council

Developer, 
ERDF,
Accelerated 
Development 
Zone, Nexus, 
Cycle City 
Ambitions
Fund

2013-30 
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SQ

Stephenson 
Quarter  
Planning
permissions 
2008/500/01   
2011/1777/01

Discovery Sub 
Area

Developers , 
Council

Developers , 
Council,

2011-
15,

2015-20 

SQ1

Enabling Works
incl. new and 
improvement to 
existing retaining 
walls.

£3.3m Developer 2011-20 

1. Forth Street Developer 

SQ2
Access 
Improvements to  
Stephenson Quarter 

2. Junction of 
Forth Street and 
Forth banks. 

£3-4m Developers , 
Council Northumbria 

Police
2011-20 

SQ3

New 
pedestrian/cyclist 
improvements 1. 
East- west route 
from Pottery lane to 
Clavering Place and 
new north- south 
route through site.  

Discovery Sub 
Area TBC Developer Developer 2011-20 

SQ4

New Open Spaces
1. Hawthorn Square.  
2. Stephenson 
Square
3. Southern area

Discovery Sub 
Area

1. £0.36m 
2. TBC
3.TBC

Developer Developer 2011-20 

          
Other Essential 
Schemes

Road signs, 
Variable 
Message Signs, 
Parking 
guidance and 
traffic control 
(incl. Low 
Emission Zone 
signing and 
enforcement) 

£4.0 m Council
Local
Transport 
Body, ERDF 

2011-20 

UC1 Urban Core 
Distributor Road.   

Skinnerburn Rd 
Improvements 
(east / west link) £3.7m Council

Accelerated 
Development 
Zone

2011-20 

UC2

Bus loop: Market 
Street, Durant Rd, 
John Dobson St, St 
Marys Place, Percy 
St, Newgate St and 
Grainger Street  

Newcastle 
Central & Civic 
Sub Areas 

TBC TBC TBC 2025-30 
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DQ1

Access 
improvements 
across Discovery 
Sub Area Improving 
pedestrian, cycling 
and vehicular 
connections 

Discovery Sub 
Area -

Westmorland 
Rd,

Skinnerburn Rd, 
Forth St, 

Railway St, 
Forth Banks, 
George St, St 

James 
Boulevard,

Churchill St, 
Blandford
Square

TBC Developer / 
Council

Developer / 
Council / LTB 2025-30 

DQ2

Improving 
pedestrian, cycling 
& vehicular 
connections within 
Forth Yard 
Development 
Opportunity Site  

Discovery Sub 
Area - Dunn St, 
Plummer Street, 

Tyneside Rd, 
Skinnerburn Rd, 
Former Carlisle 
Railway Line, 
Pottery Lane, 

through Former 
Calders Site, 
Shot Factory 

Lane

£1.69m Developer / 
Council

Developer / 
Council / LTB 2025-30 

GC1

Great North Cycle 
Route - improved 
cycle lanes on West 
St between Charles 
& Jackson Streets 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

£0.09m Council

DfT Cycle 
Ambition
Fund, LTP,
Developer 
Contributions 

2013-20 

GC2

Great North Cycle 
Route - improved 
link between 
Swinburne St and 
Askew Rd 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

£0.06m Council

DfT Cycle 
Ambition
Fund, LTP,
Developer 
Contributions 

2013-20 

SG1

Great North Cycle 
Route - new hybrid 
lanes on West Street 
between Durham Rd 
& Charles St 

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

£0.07m Council

DfT Cycle 
Ambition
Fund, LTP,
Developer 
Contributions 

2013-20 

QB1

Great North Cycle 
Route - improving 
cycle and pedestrian 
facilities between 
Askew Road and 
Tyne Bridge, and 
through the Bridges 
Conservation Area 

Quays & Baltic 
Sub Area £0.075m Council

DfT Cycle 
Ambition
Fund, LTP, 
Developer 
Contributions 

2013-20 

GC3 Rollout of Superfast 
Broadband (GTI) 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

£1m Council Council 2013

GC4

West St 
Improvements - 
extension of 
treatment and 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

TBC TBC
Council,
Developer 
Contributions 

2015-20 



89

upgrade to existing 

SG2 Great North Cycle 
Route (part of) 

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

£0.125m Council LTP 2015-20 

SG3
Gateshead District 
Energy Centre
[COMMITTED]

Gateshead 
Urban Core. 
Aspiration to 
expand to all 
major housing 
schemes & 
Quays.

£13m

Council owned 
arm’s length 
energy services 
company 
(ESCO)

Council,
National 
funding for 
energy sector 

2014- 
15

SG4

Gas Infrastructure 
Upgrade for Energy 
Centre - to act as a 
development 
stimulus by offering 
low carbon, lower 
cost energy 
[COMMITTED]

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

£1m NGN Council 2014-15 

SG5

Extensions to 
Primary Schools - 
Gateshead Urban 
Core 

Gateshead 
Urban Core TBC Council

Council,
Developer 
Contributions 

2020-30 

CG1

Central Gateway 
Project - Improved 
space and increased 
pedestrian priority at 
Central Station, 
improved facilities 
for buses and 
coaches 
[COMMITTED]

Phase 1 
external works: 
Neville Street / 
Bewick Street / 
Grainger Street / 
Orchard Street    
Phase 1 internal 
works: 
improvements 
for passengers 
inside the 
station

£19.8m

Network Rail, 
DB Region 
Tyne and 
Wear, NCC.        
Station
Improvement 
project will be 
delivered by 
Network Rail, 
NCC, East 
Coast,  

£8.6m Station 
Improvement 
Fund.
Regional 
Growth Fund 
Bid:
£4,950,338  
Newcastle 
City Council 
Capital
Investment
Fund

2014-20 

CG2

Central Gateway 
Project - Improved 
links to Key Sites 
[COMMITTED]

Phase 2 
external works: 
Grainger 
Street/Market 
Street - Pink 
Lane/Bath Lane 
- Collingwood 
Street/Mosley 
Street - 
Westmorland 
Road/ 
Marlborough 
Crescent/ 
Westgate Road 

£18.5m ADZ Council 2014-20 

    

2. Projects requiring further feasibility work 

SG5
Improvements to 
public realm along 
Coulthards Lane 

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

TBC Council
Council,
Developer 
Contributions 

2025-30 
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QB2

Baltic Business 
Quarter - Super Bus 
Shelters (incl. real 
time info) 

Quays & Baltic 
Sub Area £1m TBC

Council,
Developer 
Contributions 

2025-
30+

GC5

Reducing the impact 
of traffic and 
improving public 
realm along Jackson 
Street

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

£1m Council Council 2025-
30+

GC6 Reconfiguration of 
Oakwellgate junction 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

TBC Council Council 2025-
30+

      

3. Transformational Schemes - to meet long term aspirations 

PPR
Primary and 
Secondary 
Pedestrian Routes:   

Urban Core Sub 
areas TBC Council,

Developers 

Developers, 
Council, ADZ, 
Cycle City 
Ambition
Fund (CCAF) 

2013-30 

PPR1

New pedestrian/ 
cycle crossing Park 
Lane between 
Freight Depot and 
Baltic Business 
Quarter 

Southern
Gateway 0.5m Council,

Developers 
Council,
Developers 2025-30 

PPR2

New pedestrian/ 
cycle bridge from 
Freight Depot to 
Chandless Estate 

Southern
Gateway £1m Council,

Developers 
Council,
Developers 2025-30 

PPR3

Improving conditions 
for pedestrians and 
cyclists crossing 
Askew Road 

Southern
Gateway £0.9m Council,

Developers 
Council,
Developers 2025-30 

PPR4

Improved pedestrian 
crossings on Askew 
Road (between West 
Street & Wellington 
Street)

Gateshead 
Central/Gateshe
ad Quays 

£0.1m Council,
Developers 

Council,
Developers 2011-20 

PPR5
Improved pedestrian 
crossings on Arthur 
Street

Southern
Gateway £0.5m Council,

Developers 
Council,
Developers 2025-30 

PPR6

Primary Pedestrian 
Routes                         
Barras Bridge, St 
Marys Place 

Civic Sub Area £4.0m Council Developers, 
Council 2011-20 

PPR7

Primary Pedestrian 
Routes                  
Northumberland 
Street

Central Sub 
Area £5.5m Council Council, ADZ 2011-20 

PPR8
Primary Pedestrian 
Routes                  
Percy Street 

Civic Sub Area £3.0m Council Council, ADZ 2011-20 



91

PPR9

Gallowgate 
Pedestrian and 
public realm 
improvements 

Civic Sub Area £1.7m Council Developer 
contributions 2011-20 

PPR10

Primary Pedestrian 
Routes 
Northumberland 
Road and City Hall 
public realm uplift. 
Improve pedestrian 
links across College 
St & John Dobson St 

Civic Sub Area £1.5m Council
Council,
Developer 
contributions 

2011-20 

SPR1
Secondary 
Pedestrian Routes      
John Dobson Street 

Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

TBC TBC
Cycle City 
Ambition
Fund

2025-30 

SPR2

Secondary 
Pedestrian Routes 
Swan House 
roundabout 
Improvements, incl. 
at grade crossings 

Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

£4m Council
Council,
Developer 
contributions 

2025-30 

SG6
Gateshead 
Boulevard - Removal 
of highway flyover

Gateshead 
Highway, 
Southern
Gateway

£35m Council

Council
Capital.
Developer 
Contributions 

2020-25 

SG7

Gateshead 
Boulevard - creation 
of tree lined 
boulevard from 
Durham Rd to 
Redheugh Bridge 

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

TBC Council

LTP, Council 
Capital.
Developer 
Contributions 

2020-25 

SG8

Provision of a new 
bus, cycle and 
pedestrian link under 
the existing 
Gateshead Highway 
viaduct (until 
demolition),

Southern
Gateway -
reconnecting 
Sunderland 
Road with High 
Street South at 
ground level 

£2.1m Council
Council,
Developer 
Contributions 

2020-30 

SG9

Creating and 
improving existing 
green space at 
Charles Street / High 
Street West 

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

TBC Council
Council,
Developer 
Contributions 

2025-30 

SG10

Improving conditions 
for pedestrian and 
cyclists at Five 
Bridges Roundabout 
(following removal of 
elevated Highway) 

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

£0.08m Council Council 2025-30 

SG11

Improve junction of 
Bensham 
Road/Prince Consort 
Road/Charles Street 
- including 
pedestrian/cycle 
facilities

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

£0.2m Council Council 2025-30 
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SG12

Design work on 
improved Askew 
Road/Prince Consort 
Road junction 

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

£0.2m Council Council 2025-30 

SG13
Improve junction of 
Askew Road/Prince 
Consort Road 

Southern
Gateway Sub 
Area

TBC - 
outcome 

from SG13 

Council / 
Developer 

Developer 
Contributions 2025-30 

GC7 New public space at 
Swinburne Place 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

TBC Council / 
Developer 

Council,
Developer 
Contributions 

2025-30 

GC8 New Public Space at 
Old Town Hall 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

TBC Council / 
Developer 

Council,
Developer 
Contributions 

2025-30 

GC9
Co-ordinated design 
of items GC10 & 
GC11 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

£0.2m Council Council 2025-30 

GC10

Removal of traffic 
from West Street 
between Lambton 
Street and Askew 
Road, and relocation 
of bus priority 
measures

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

£2.5m Developer Developer 2025-30 

GC11

Improving pedestrian 
facilities around the 
junctions of Nelson 
Street with Prince 
Consort Road and 
West Street 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

£1m Council Council 2025-30 

GC12

Creating and 
improving green 
space at the junction 
of High West Street 
and Regent Tce - in 
front of Civic Centre, 
Regent Court & 
Regent Tce 

Gateshead 
Central Sub 
Area

TBC Council
Council,
Developer 
Contributions 

2025-30 

QB3

New public space for 
performances, 
events and external 
exhibitions 

Quays & Baltic 
Sub Area TBC Council Developer 

contributions 2025-30 

QB4
Improving Riverside 
Park - accessibility, 
safety, security 

Quays & Baltic 
Sub Area £0.25m Council Council 2025-30 

QB5
Relocation of 
Keelman’s Way to 
follow river 

Quays & Baltic 
Sun Area £1m Council,

Developer 
Developer 
contributions 2013-30 

QB6

Improved
streetscape and 
pedestrian /cycling 
facilities around the 
Mill Road Gateway 

Quays & Baltic 
Sun Area £0.3m Council,

developer 

Council,
Developer 
contributions 

2025-30 
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QB7

Creating new green 
spaces in Baltic 
Business Quarter 
and along the 
Gateshead Quays. 

Quays & Baltic 
Sub Area TBC Council,

Developer 
Developer 
contributions TBC

Cv1

Exhibition Park - 
comprehensive 
refurbishment 
[COMMITTED]

Civic Sub Area £2-3m Council

Funding has 
been secured 
from HLF, 
Play
pathfinder, 
Heritage 
lottery grant 

2011-20 

Cv2

Camden Street 
Bridge
refurbishment/ 
replacement, 
Strategic cycle route 

Civic Sub Area £4m Council

Cycle City 
Ambition
Fund, ADZ 
(TBC) 

2020-25 

NC13

Bigg Market public 
realm improvements, 
improved bus 
facilities

Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

£0.6- £0.9m Council ADZ (TBC) 2025-30 

 NC14 

Old Newcastle 
(Westgate Road to 
Quayside) Heritage 
led works including 
improvements to 
Castle Keep/Garth, 
The Side and the St 
Nicholas Cathedral 
steps 

Newcastle 
Central Sub 
Area

£1.5m Council ADZ (TBC) 2020-25 

QO1

Highways 
Improvements at 
Byker Bank and Cut 
Bank

Quayside and 
Ouseburn  £0.2m Council Developer 

contributions 2011-20 

QO2

A new north/south 
cycle route along 
Ford Street and 
Foundry Lane 

Quayside and 
Ouseburn  £.0.003m Council Developer 

contributions 2011-20 

QO3

New public spaces 
with developments 
at Malmo Quay, 
Spillers Quay West, 
land west of Free 
Trade, Lower 
Steenbergs, Ince 
Building and 
Heany's Workshop 

Quayside and 
Ouseburn  TBC Council,

Developer 
Developer 
contributions 2011-30 
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Appendix 1: Potential Funding Streams 

Financial
 Developer Contributions - S106, Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
 Tax Increment Financing (Accelerated Development Zone - ADZ) 
 Business Premises Renovation Allowance 
 JESSICA 
 JEREME 
 Packaged Ground Rents 

Equity
 Rental Guarantee 
 Community Land Trust 
 Get Britain Building 
 Build to Start 
 First Buy 
 Help to Buy 

Loans
 Public Works 
 European Investment Bank 
 Green Investment Bank 
 Regional growth Fund 
 Growing Places Fund 
 Local Infrastructure Fund 
 Kickstart 
 Get Britain Building 
 Build to Rent  
 Unblocking Strategic Sites 

Grants
 City Deal 
 ERDF (2007-2103, 2014-2020) 
 Regional Growth Fund 
 Growing Places Fund 
 Devolved Transport Funding 
 Heritage Enterprise Grant 
 HEFCE 
 Technology Strategy Board  
 Single Local Growth Fund 
 Targeted Basic Needs (DfE) 
 Homes and Communities Agency Local Investment Plan 
 National Roads Programme (DfT) 
 Pinch Point 
 Cycle Safety Fund 
 Cycle City Ambition Fund 
 Major Schemes Funding 
 Local Flood Levy 
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 Regional Flood Defences Levy 
 Lead Local Flood Authority Funds 
 Flood defence Grant in Aid 
 Broadband Development UK (BDUK) 
 Dept for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) 
 Devolved Local Transport Body Funding (LTBF) 
 Green Deal 
 Lottery Fund 
 Landfill tax 
 Forestry Commission Woodlands Grant Scheme 
 DEFRA Higher Level Stewardship 
 Station Improvement Fund 
 Heritage Lottery Fund grant 
 Playfinder 
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Appendix 2: List of Organisations involved in consultation 

 Highways Agency
 Homes and Community Agency
 Nexus
 Newcastle Airport
 Newcastle Education Directorate
 Gateshead Education Directorate
 Northumbrian Water Ltd
 NEDL / Northern Powergrid
 Northern Gas Networks 
 Natural England 
 Environment Agency 
 The Coal Authority 
 National Grid 
 English Heritage 
 Sport England 
 Northumbria Police 
 Tyne & Wear Fire and Rescue  
 NE Ambulance Services NHS Trust 
 Northern Utilities Services Ltd 
 Northumbria Probation Service 
 N Power Renewables Ltd 
 Virgin Media 
 BT 
 Newcastle PCT / NHS North of Tyne
 Gateshead PCT
 Newcastle and Gateshead Clinical Commissioning Groups 
 NHS England 
 NHS Property 
 Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
 Newcastle Nuffield 
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Appendix 3: Letter from the Councils Seeking Health Impact Data 

This matter is being dealt with by Kathy Verlander and Andrew Sloan
If you need this information in another format or language please contact the sender. 

Our Ref: IDP/Health 

4 January 2013 

Dear Wendy and Joe 

Re. Planned Housing Growth in Newcastle and Gateshead 

Under section 33A of the Localism Act 2011, Local Authorities are required to co-operate 
with health care providers and other statutory bodies to engage constructively, actively and 
on an ongoing basis to maximise the effectiveness of Local Plan preparation and to 
strategic cross boundary matters. 

Further to correspondence and a meeting with you in June 2013 about the housing and 
population growth plans set out in our joint Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan for 
Gateshead and Newcastle upon Tyne (2010-30) (the ‘Plan’), we would like to update you 
on its progress and to facilitate further sharing of service planning information.  

This is so that your organisations can help to clarify an up to date healthcare service 
baseline and start to identify options for improving or extending GP and community health 
provision to serve the housing growth areas where required. We are hoping that you can 
undertake this work within the next few months so that it can be presented as evidence to 
feed into the public examination of the Plan.

The location and size of the sites being proposed can be viewed in section 5 of the 
Submission Document, referenced as file SD1 on the following website:
http://onecorestrategyng-
consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning_for_the_future_evidence_library

We intend to formally submit the evidence supporting the Plan to the Secretary of State in 
February 2014 and the Examination in Public will follow in early summer 2014. Thus an up 
to date baseline on existing healthcare services and spare capacities to absorb the planned 
growth of patients in the identified localities would be a priority and identification of 
options/solutions for delivering new or improved healthcare where required would be 
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gratefully received. I attach a copy of the template we have used previously to capture the 
infrastructure service standards, needs and capacities. 

We are happy to discuss the contents of this letter further, and in fact it may be best to start 
this process with another meeting. We are generally available on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. We await contact from you. 

Yours sincerely 

Andrew Sloan           
Gateshead Council                
andrewsloan@gateshead.gov.uk
Tel. 0191 433 3425

Kathy Verlander 
Newcastle City Council 
katherine.verlander@newcastle.gov.uk
Tel. 0191 211 5632 
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Appendix 2 
Response Form 

Within the response template set out below, please clearly state the specific location where 
impacts will be felt or where additional infrastructure or service requirements will be needed. 
Some of the information you provide will be made public. Therefore, please highlight any 
information that you would like kept confidential. 

1. Name, Organisation and Contact Details 

2. Where are you now?  
Baseline position for NewcastleGateshead – brief summary of area of 
coverage, current service provision, quantity, quality, supply/demand 
issues.
(Please attach supporting documents or maps, or provide web links) 

3. Where do you want to be?  
Do you have a Business Plan or Corporate Objectives? How often is it 
revised?
Are there any National or Local Standards you have to meet – based on 
agreed models, assessments, Policy Objectives, Service Standards, etc. 
(Please attach the Business Plan, and supporting documents or maps, or 
provide web links) 

4. How will you get there?  
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Are you currently, or do you have any plans to, provide new or improved 
infrastructure or service delivery to meet Objectives/Standards set out 
above?
What, When and Where? If known, how much will it cost to deliver? 
Please provide phasing information or milestones if known (e.g. Feasibility 
Study completed, start on site, opening of new service). Our phasing 
periods are 2014-19 (short), 2020-25 (medium) and 2025-30 (long term). 

5. What will be the impact of our plans for housing growth  in 
 NewcastleGateshead to 2030? 
a) Will the quantum and location of development included in the Plan 
 require you to upgrade, expand or improve any existing 
 infrastructure or service delivery up to 2030?  
 What, When and Where? If known, how much will it cost to deliver? 

b) If it is not possible to provide new or improved infrastructure or 
service delivery to meet the Development and Growth plans, are there 
any contingency plans or processes that will be required up to 2030? 

 What, When and Where? If known, how much will it cost to deliver? 




