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Section 1 
Introduction

Conservation Areas
Conservation areas are “areas of special 

architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve 
or enhance”1. They are designated by the local 
planning authority using local criteria. 

Conservation areas are about character 
and appearance, which could be derived from 
many factors including individual buildings, 
building groups and their relationship with open 
space, architectural detailing, materials, views, 
colours, landscaping, street furniture and so 
on. Character can also draw on more abstract 
notions such as sounds, local environmental 
conditions and historical changes. These things 
combine to create a locally distinctive sense of 
place worthy of protection. 

Conservation areas do not prevent 
development from taking place. Rather, they 
are designed to manage change, controlling the 
way new development and other investment 
reflects the character of its surroundings. Being 
in a conservation area does tend to increase the 
standards required for aspects such as repairs, 

1  Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990, 
s69(1)(a)

alterations or new building, but this is often 
outweighed by the “cachet” of living or running 
a business in a conservation area, and the 
tendency of well-maintained neighbourhood 
character to sustain property values. 

The first conservation areas were created in 
1967 and now over 9, 300 have been designated 
across England and Wales, varying greatly in 
character and size. There are currently 22 in 
Gateshead, as set out below:
•	 Axwell Park
•	 Birtley
•	 Blaydon Bank
•	 Bradley Park
•	 Bridges (Gateshead)
•	 Chowdene
•	 Clara Vale
•	 Coatsworth
•	 Crowhall (Felling)
•	 Gibside
•	 Lamesley
•	 Lintzford
•	 Lowfell
•	 Marley Hill
•	 Path Head
•	 Ravensworth
•	 Rowlands Gill
•	 Ryton
•	 Saltwell
•	 Sheriff Hill
•	 Regent/Walker Terrace (Gateshead)
•	 Wickham 

Town Planning Context
Current government policy is set out in the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
(2012) and includes para. 169 which requires 
local planning authorities to ” have up-to-date 
evidence about the historic environment in their 
area”.

The local development plan for Gateshead is 
the Unitary Development Plan (UDP), adopted in 
2007 and now saved for advisory use alongside 
the emerging Local Development Framework. 
Under the government’s current planning 
system, a Local Development Framework (LDF) is 
a portfolio of planning documents used to plan 
and control development across the borough 
which includes the emerging local plan. 

The saved UDP shows that the Council is 
keen to preserve and enhance the character and 
appearance of designated Conservation Areas, 
this is also true of the LDF. Together they set 
forward a number of policies which aim to guide 
and improve development within a Conservation 
Area to compliment and improve the existing 
character. 

As such, in accordance with these 
development plan documents, the Council 
has a duty, in exercising its planning powers, 
to pay special attention to the enhancement 
of conservation areas. It also has a duty, from 
time to time, to draw up and publish proposals 
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which assist in the enhancement of such areas. 
This process includes consultation with local 
stakeholders. The local planning authority also 
has extra powers in conservation areas over 
demolition, minor developments, and tree 
protection.2

This Character Appraisal
Regent/Walker Terrace Conservation Area was 

designated in 1977.  This character appraisal was 
prepared in 2012 by North of England Civic Trust 
for Gateshead Council. 

By its very nature, this document cannot be 
exhaustive.  Omissions should not necessarily 
be regarded as having no special interest or 
making no positive contribution to the character 
and appearance of the area.  The appraisal 
should be updated every five years or so, taking 
into account changes in the area and further 
understanding of the place. 

Further Information

2  Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990, s71 
& s72

For further information on the conservation 
area or this character appraisal, please contact:

Clare Lacy
Senior Conservation Officer
Historic Environment Team
Gateshead Council
Civic Centre
Regent Street
Gateshead
NE81HH
Tel: (0191) 433 3510
Email: clarelacy@gateshead.gov.uk
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Section 2
Location and Context

Location
Regent/Walker Terrace Conservation Area 

is in Gateshead, a large town on the south 
banks of the River Tyne, part of the Tyne & Wear 
conurbation in the north east of England.  The 
Conservation Area is situated on the edge of the 
town centre, in Central ward.  The town centre’s 
main commercial streets are in close proximity to 
the north and east of the conservation area. 

Regent/Walker Terrace Conservation Area 
comprises one urban block containing two 
terraces, and a church, presbytery and modern 
church hall.  The conservation area contains 
some of the earliest suburban housing in 
Gateshead.  The surroundings of the area 
have changed considerably from a peripheral 
development of the industrial era of Gateshead 
to the bustling town centre with major 
infrastructure surrounding it. 

The conservation area covers approximately 
1.7 hectares.

Fig.1 - Wider location of Walker/Regent Terrace Conservation Area © Crown copyright and 
database rights 2013 Ordnance Survey Gateshead Council 100019132
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Context
Listing

Every building in the conservation area apart 
from the church hall is listed.  Walker Terrace is 
Grade II*, and Regent Terrace, St Jospeh’s Church 
and its presbytry are Grade II (see Figure 2 for 
map of listings).

Geology
Gateshead is in the Tyne & Wear Lowlands 

countryside character area (no.14).  It is 
characterised by undulating or rolling land 
which is incised by the valleys of the major rivers 
and their tributaries.  Almost all of the Tyne 
& Wear Lowlands area is underlain with coal 
measures of carboniferous rocks which combine 
shale and sandstone with numerous coal seams.  
This is overlain by glacial debris of boulder clay 
or till and deposits of fine silt and clay can be 
found from glacial lakes.  The soils developed 
are heavy clay loams with smaller areas of silty 
alluvial soils and free-draining sands. 

The geology has influenced the character of 
the conservation area with brick being one of 
the main building materials for the terraces.  This 
would most likely have been made locally from 
the glacial clay deposits.  Local sandstones are 
also used for features on the terraces and for St 
Joseph’s Church.  The impact of the industries in 
the area, such as ship building and coal mining, 
is important to understanding Gateshead’s 
growth as an affluent nineteenth century town. 

Fig. 2 - Conservation Area Boundary and Listings (orange: Grade II*; beige: Grade II) © Crown 
copyright and database rights 2013 Ordnance Survey Gateshead Council 100019132
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Topography and Aspect
The Regent/Walker Terrace Conservation 

Areas is situated on gradually sloping land with 
an incline from east to west.  There are limited 
views created from this as the surrounding 
townscape consists of large buildings blocking 
most long views.  The development has 
responded to the sloping land by gently 
stepping down on both Regent and Walker 
Terrace.  

As well as this, there is a small shallow incline 
north to south, a continuation of the riverbanks 
which rise up through the town centre.  This sets 
the two terraces on slightly different levels but 
this is largely imperceptible. 

Regent Terrace therefore faces south (always 
the more desirable aspect in a nineteenth 
century housing before good domestic lighting) 
whilst Walker Terrace had large south-facing 
gardens behind the terrace.  These gardens have 
now been removed which does affect the setting 
of the properties and the conservation area in 
general. 

Setting and External Relationships
With the conservation area’s buildings being 

some of the earliest surviving streets in the 
vicinity, the setting of the conservation area has 
changed radically.  It is almost entirely bounded 
by modern infrastructure with the Gateshead 
public transport interchange to the immediate 
north and dual carriageways to the west and 
south.  To the east, the roads dominate again, 
linking the interchange with the transport 
networks in the area.   Outside these immediate 
surroundings lie modern developments, 
including the Civic Centre and the commercial 
shopping streets of the town centre.  Beyond 
that are the suburbs of Gateshead. Although 
Regent/Walker Terrace were originally suburban 
housing, they are now on the periphery of the 
town centre and used mainly for offices. 

The area is very busy with traffic.  It is also a 
main thoroughfare for pedestrians accessing 
the town centre from the suburbs and the Civic 
Centre, creating a busy node of activity. 

Views out of the area are dominated by the 
immediate setting of roads and large modern 
buildings which act as a barrier.  There are 
virtually no longer views out, even from the 
highest point.



Gateshead Council

April 2013                     Walker/Regent Terrace Conservation Area
8                         Character Appraisal

Section 3
Historic Dev.
Gateshead to the end of the nineteenth 
century 

Gateshead was granted borough rights in 
1164 and grew from the Tyne bridgehead, near 
St Mary’s church.  Records show that markets 
were in existence from 1264, and by 1576 
Gateshead had 400 householders.  From the 
seventeenth century the Industrial Revolution 
transformed the area and the town’s industrial 
potential was exploited through coal, iron, glass, 
chemicals, rope, railways and heavy engineering.  
A new Gateshead Borough Council was created 
in 1835 and it became a county borough in 
1880, expanding southwards with nineteenth 
century residential suburbs and industry.  The 
huge influx of new workers created a tenfold 
increase in population between 1801 to 1891 
and, consequently, significant pressure for new 
housing throughout the century.

In the early nineteenth century, land around 
Gateshead had begun to change in earnest 
from its rural origins.  A growing population 
that resulted from industrialisation centred on 
the riverside area and its surrounding steep 
banks, which were becoming increasingly 
crowded.  Away from the main streets, through 

narrow alleyways, lay densely-populated areas 
later to be identified as slums.  The ‘Great Fire 
of Newcastle and Gateshead’ in 1854, which 
started in a factory near the Gateshead riverside, 
increased the requirement for housing away 
from the river.  The wealthier inhabitants had 
already begun migrating from the town centre 
towards Bensham and Low Fell, and a number 
of villas appeared, housing rich merchants from 
Newcastle.  

In 1814, an act was passed to permit 
enclosure and fragmentation of the town fields, 
west of the town centre in the Bensham area.  
Bensham had been a trace of ancient common, 
and Taylor and Lovie describe its development 
at this time as a “select and semi-rural suburb...
with dispersed dwellings in the form of villas”.  
Bensham Road ran through the area as a spine, 
and it was on this line that the area that is now 
the conservation area was first laid out.  Walker 
Terrace was early suburban housing, being 
built  between 1842-43.  Regent Terrace was 
started  in 1852 and complete 10 years later.  
They were built for the professional classes, and 
were intended to retain their status.  Indeed, 
when part of the Shipcote estate was sold for 
working class housing, there was a stipulation 
that those dwellings built to face Regent Terrace 
were to be of better quality, costing no less than 
£300 each, “so that Regent Terrace would not 
be devalued by the presence of poorer houses”.  
These houses formed Queens Terrace which, 

together with Regent Terrace and Walker Terrace, 
were “the most select in Gateshead”, occupied 
by coal owners, shipbrokers, accountants and 
gentlemen.

Map Development
John Bell’s plan of the Great Northern 
Coalfield, 1843

This dramatic plan was drawn to identify the 
coal mines which drove the economy of the 
area, and the wagonways and railways which 
ran to staithes, docks and harbours on the Tyne, 
the Wear and at Seaham.  Coincidentally it is 
also good evidence of the whole of what is now 
Gateshead borough at the start of the Victorian 
period.  It shows how the town was clustered 
around the bridge head and surrounded by 
swathes of open land containing scattered 
farming and mining settlements.  The plan shows 
the impact of the 1814 Act, with formal streets 
laid out off Bensham Road and, in growing 
stretches, terraces of dwellings.  One of these 
is Walker Terrace, shown as the first suburban 
terrace on Bensham Road as it heads out of the 
town centre.
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1st Edition Ordnance Survey, 1856
The 1st Edition map shows Walker Terrace at 

a much larger scale, including its gardens and 
outbuildings.  It also shows the start of Regent 
Terrace.  Immediately north of Walker Terrace lay 
a sandstone quarry, and to the east of the High 
Street a number of terraced streets including 
Jackson Street and Charles Street.  There is much 
less development to the west.

Reid’s plan of the Borough of Newcastle 
upon Tyne and part of the Borough of 
Gateshead, 1879

This smaller scale, more stylised plan shows 
the addition in 1858 of the Roman Catholic 
church of St Joseph, by A M Dunn (later 
responsible for Newcastle’s magnificent Neville 
Hall for the North of England Institute of Mining 
& Mechanical Engineers) on the Bensham Road 
/ West Street corner.  It is also interesting in 
revealing the lack of the adjoining presbytery 
which evidently followed slightly later.  Also 
shown are the schools in the adjoining plot.

Fig. 3 - 1st Edition OS Map, 1856 © Crown copyright and database rights 2013 Ordnance Survey 
Gateshead Council 100019132
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2nd Edition Ordnance Survey, 1897
This edition indicates that the Walker Terrace 

gardens had already been substantially built on 
by the latter part of the nineteenth century when 
the majority of building took place in the area.  
The “dispersed semi-rural suburb of the middle 
classes” that had characterised mid-nineteenth 
century Bensham, where development had 
been piecemeal due to the staggered release of 
land for building, was transformed.  The massive 
population expansion brought great demand for 
more housing, and with it huge opportunities 
for landlords.  The area was generally developed 
north to south, although there was still 
piecemeal development of individual streets.  By 
the start of the twentieth century, the character 
of the neighbourhood was very different to that 
of fifty years earlier, almost completely built-up 
and populated predominantly by the working 
and lower middle classes.

3rd and 4th Editions Ordnance Survey, 
1916-20 and 1932

The 3rd and 4th editions of the OS maps 
reveal how little – in terms visible on a map – 
the area changed during the first half of the 
twentieth century.  The 1916-20 edition shows 
trams laid out along Bensham Road, running 
past the church and Walker Terrace.  The 1932 
edition shows that the change from residential 
use had begun already, with one of Walker 
Terrace’s dwellings being marked as a ‘Hall’.

Fig. 4 - 2nd Edition OS Map, 1897 © Crown copyright and database rights 2013 Ordnance 
Survey Gateshead Council 100019132
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Later twentieth century
Gateshead saw perhaps more than its fair 

share of post- World War II comprehensive 
planning and site clearance.  Many nineteenth 
century terraces in Gateshead were demolished, 
notably along the Bensham Road spine, and 
also to the east and south, creating space for 
new transport routes such as Felling bypass 
in 1960 and the Gateshead Highway in 1961.  
Although Walker and Regent Terraces managed 
to avoid this, the associated highways planning 
left them in an isolated position, a fragment 
of the neighbourhood of which they were 
the vanguard.  The construction of Regent 
Street in the late 1950s removed the site of the 
former individual gardens to the south of the 
conservation area. The Metropolitan Borough 
of Gateshead was created in 1974, and by the 
1980s the council had outgrown its impressive 
West Street home – the new civic centre opened 
opposite Regent Terrace in 1987. 

Fig. 6 - 3rd Edition OS Map, 1916-20 - the conservation area completely built-up and 
populated, a dramatic change from the late nineteenth century.

Fig. 5 - 3rd 
Edition OS 
Map, 1916-
20

Fig. 6 - 4th 
Edition OS 
Map, 1932

© Crown 
copyright 
and 
database 
rights 2013 
Ordnance 
Survey 
Gateshead 
Council 
100019132
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1)  St Jospeh’s Church & Presbytery, c.1858

2)  St Joseph’s Church on High Street West, c.1904

3)  Police march along Walker Terrace, 1918

4)  Regent Terrace during the construction of the 
Civic Centre 

5)  Regent Terrace

1 2

3 4

5
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Section 4 
Spatial Analysis
Development Pattern

This conservation area is one of the last 
surviving coherent fragments of Gateshead’s 
nineteenth century town centre with two of 
the earliest surviving late Georgian/very early 
Victorian residential terraces in Gateshead.  The 
development pattern has an axis from east to 
west which fed off the north-south axis off High 
Street.   Walker Terrace was designed and built as 
one set piece and, originally, was a much longer 
street before Prince Consort Road cut through 
the terraces.  Regent Terrace was developed 
incrementally from the west end, which is one 
reason why it does not quite have the coherence 
of Walker Terrace.

The terraces were originally part of a 
suburban development away from the built-up 
area of the town which was further towards the 
riverside.  They were part of a grid of terraced 
housing in the vicinity but now stand alone with 
the uniformity of the terraces rarely mirrored in 
their surroundings of modern developments. 

Walker Terrace and Regent Terrace back on to 
one another and the small open space between 
the two rows, the former south-facing gardens of 
Walker Terrace, is now a landscaped car park for 

the use of the businesses in the premises.   The 
loss of the gardens affects the setting of both 
the conservation area and the terraces and the 
car park is a further intrusion.  Both terraces were 
also built back from the pavement to create a 
formal garden setting to the front.  These front 
gardens remain on Walker Terrace but, on Regent 
Terrace, the majority have been removed to 
make way for in-curtilage car parking.  

The uniformity of the terraced properties 
provides a formal setting for the landmark 
building of St Joseph’s Church and presbytery, 
on the corner of Bensham Road and High Street 
West.  It creates a focal point amongst the bustle 
of surrounding areas and, when built, would 
have provided a different scale of development 
to the housing around. 

To the west of the conservation area, at the 
opposite end to the church, is an area of trees, 
shrubs and other vegetation.  This is the site 
of four of the first houses on Regent Terrace 
which were demolished to make way for road 
widening and the adjoining roundabout, at 
some point in the mid to late twentieth century 
(the addresses start at No.5).  This does soften 
the area’s appearance and act as a buffer to the 
traffic beyond.  The same road widening left the 
road in front of Regent Terrace as only a service 
road, accessed off the dual-carriageway laid out 
in front of it.

1)  Uniform terraces on Walker Terrace

2)  Open space to the rear of the terraces where 
gardens have been removed.
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Layout, Grain & Density
The layout, grain and density are typical 

of terraced blocks from this period with the 
majority of the conservation area being uniform. 

Both terraces present a neat, formal face 
to the street illustrative of the original status 
of these houses which were laid out for the 
wealthier end of society in nineteenth century 
Gateshead.  

Within each terrace, plot sizes are regular, but 
the two terraces differ.  Walker has wider plots 
taking mostly 5-bay double-fronted houses, 
whilst Regent’s are narrower, mostly with 3-bay 
houses.  Walker Terrace has a 2-bay house on 
each end forming a return to neatly define 
the terrace ends.  The architecture is used to 
emphasise these to create a ‘palace front’, this is 
subtly but clearly drawn on the 2nd Ed OS plan, 
and cannot be identified on a modern OS.

The grain of the conservation area is much 
tighter and more regular than that of the areas 
around, which have a very irregular course 
grain characterised by large buildings and open 
spaces.  

Rear elevations of terraces are less formal 
and more fragmented in design with a mixture 
of irregular offshots and alterations which have 
accumulated over the years.  In terms of layout, 
the formalisation of the land between the 

terraces is slightly at odds with the irregularity of 
the rear elevations.

St Joseph’s Church and presbytery are 
of a much larger scale and provide a corner 
landmark amongst the uniformity of the terrace.  
The church and presbytery also have formal 
frontages to the streets, and more informal rears.  
The layout of the modern church hall fails to 
respect this formality by being set significantly 
back from the street behind an open car-park, 
only the historic boundary to the schools 
it replaced remain.  This boundary helps to 
reinforce the formal linearity of the development 
pattern.

1)  5-bay double-fronted houses remain uniform 
and largely intact, Walker Terrace

2)  More fragmented rear elevations with a 
mixture of offshots, yards and layouts.Above:  Larger scale St Joseph’s Church on the 

corner of West Street. 
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Views in the Area
The views in the area are predominately 

linear along the two rows of terraces with Walker 
Terrace’s front gardens providing a welcome 
depth of greenery.  Conversely, the views along 
Regent Terrace are dominated by in-curtilage 
and street parking, making it very difficult 
to appreciate a clear view of the intended 
uniformity of the properties.

The skyline is formed mostly by rooftops 
which are stepped with the topography and 
there is little else above the horizon, although 
from some parts of the conservation area such as 
the church and presbytery more can be seen.  

At the west of the Conservation Area, two 
small pathways create glimpses of of the parking 
area behind the formal faces of the terraces. 
Views through the inner area between the 
terraces are enclosed by the buildings around it.  
Car-park planting provides a welcome richness 
to views, as do trees at the west end of the 
conservation area.

The view from the west end of Regent Terrace looking down Charles Street with 
views of the Baltic Quays and Newcastle beyond that
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Section 5
Character Analysis
Character Areas

The conservation area is small and coherent 
enough as a piece of townscape not to need 
dividing into a series of character areas.  There 
are differences in the detail, such as scale, 
materials and styles, but all within the broad 
picture of the area as a fragment of a formal 
suburban nineteenth century townscape.  

Land Use
The area was built as part of a domestic 

suburb to the town centre, with houses of 
varying sizes.  The church and associated 
buildings were an important place of worship.  
As time has moved on, Gateshead town centre 
has grown to absorb the area, now making it an 
edge-of-centre location.  Residential land uses 
have moved further out so every house is now 
in some form of office, commercial or sales use, 
dominated by legal and financial services.  The 
exception to this is the presbytery which does 
remain a dwelling.

By contrast, the original use of St Joseph’s 
Church has remained and expanded, with the 
modern church hall being added to the rear.  The 
presbytery is now a day care centre.  

Architectural Qualities

Form, Height and Scale
The area is characterised primarily by two 

storey properties with pitched roofs.  The general 
layout is a pattern of terraces with rear yards and 
offshots creating a uniform feel to the area.  

Walker Terrace has mostly five-bay houses 
with two-bay houses on each end.  Regent 
Terrace has a combination of two, three and five 
bays.  At its west end is a single storey property, 
Lambton Lodge, which was an addition to the 
block in the early 19th Century.  This provides 
a distinctive corner feature to the row adding a 
different character dimension compared to the 
uniformity.

Both terraces are raised on sub-basements, 
giving them a grand, emphasised appearance 
in the street scene, more so on Walker Terrace 
where the lie of the land accentuates their 
prominence from the pavement. There is a 
combination of half-width one and two storey 
offshots to the rear with mono-pitch roofs, most 
of which open out onto the space at the rear 
with no boundary walls.  The largest red brick 
modern extension detracts from the remainder 
due to its overbearing size. 

1)  Regent Terrace
2)  Lambton Lodge provides a different 
development scale
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Designed to contrast with this uniformity, St 
Joseph’s Church and presbytery have a much 
larger scale.  Providing an ‘end’ to both terraces 
which gives it prominence in the conservation 
area, the church and presbytery also face onto 
West Street where they bring character to the 
main high street.  The presbytery is a large 
three storey property with a half-width, three 
storey offshot extending into the rear yard.  The 
presbytery is linked to the main church building 
by a single storey, dual-pitched roof range.  The 
Church itself is of a much grander scale, the bulk 
of the nave expertly relieved by the variety of tall 
transepts, single-storey side aisles and a steep 
Gothic roofscape.  The form of the church hall 
to the rear is designed to intentionally contrast 
with this, but its siting (discussed above) and flat 
roofed modernity provide too sharp a difference 
from its host for it to form a coherent part of the 
design set begun by the church and presbytery.

 Periods and Styles
The majority of the conservation area was 

developed in the 1840s, 50s and 60s – early 
Victorian – and began with architecture strongly 
influenced by late Georgian local domestic 
styles which was continued through the area 
as it grew.  St Joseph’s, added in 1858-9, is in 
the more typically Victorian style of Gothic; 
Decorated Gothic for the church and a Tudor 
Gothic feel to the presbytry.   Such architecture 
is seen in quantities across Tyne & Wear, and this 
conservation area is a fragment of some of the 
best early suburban work of its type to survive in 
Gateshead:

 • Late Georgian
The main architectural style of the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries 
was based on Classical style and proportions.  
Georgian architecture is simple, usually 
symmetrical and based on ‘polite’ ideas 
and design which often came from 
style handbooks.  The proportions and 
detailing of Georgian architecture follow 
rigorous principles, and result in unfussy, 
straightforward buildings. Georgian urban 
planning was also well develop with grand 
streets and squares laid out with individual 
houses combining to create a grand, palatial 
scene. 

 • Victorian
Dating from the mid nineteenth century 

to the turn of the twentieth, Victorian 
architecture is very varied with many sub-
categories, but much is based on showy, 
confident themes designed to demonstrate 
the wealth and grandeur of the building 
owner with splendid, high-class architecture. 
Rich, traditional materials are used – brick, 
stone, iron and timber – with good quality, 
solid construction and plenty of flare.  One 
of the strongest Victorian revival styles was 
Gothic, defined by verticality, asymmetry, 
pointed arches, gables and carving.

Features, Detailing and Materials
The character of the conservation area relies 
on a handful of recurring architectural features 
and detailing, treated in slightly different ways 
throughout.  The features are:
•	 masonry
•	 doorways, including steps and porches
•	 windows, including bay windows
•	 roofs, including ridges, eaves and verges
•	 chimneys
•	 dormer windows and rooflights
•	 rainwater goods

1)  St Jospeh’s Church & Presbytery, c.1858
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Masonry
 • Walker Terrace and Regent Terrace are 

both predominantly brick with Walker Terrace 
having red-brown tones which gives a dark 
red appearance.  Regent Terrace has a paler 
appearance with brick tones of purple-brown.  
Both terraces use local coal measure sandstone 
for architectural details such as window and door 
surrounds, plinths and string courses.  

 • On Walker Terrace, brick is used for the 
pillasters which emphasise the 2-bay wide return 
buildings at each end, thus creating a ‘palace 
front’ to the whole terrace, ie. the whole terrace 
is designed to act as one piece of architecture, its 
ends emphasised to define the ranges between 
them, just like the end pavillions on a Classical 
palace.  This device is common in Tyneside’s 
late Georgian and early Victorian terraces (eg. 
Newcastle’s Summerill and Grainger Town, also 
conservation areas).  It is common for the central 
house in such a terrace to also be emphasised, 
but as there is an even number of buildings in 
this terrace, there is no central house.  Recessed 
brick panels are used between the lower and 
upper windows on Walker Terrace, a simple 
architectural device to add quality. 

 • Brick bonding differs between Walker 
and Regent Terrace.  Walker Terrace is laid in 
English bond (alternating rows of headers 
and stretchers) whereas Regent Terrace is laid 
in English garden wall bond (three rows of 

stretchers followed by one of headers).  This 
creates subtle a difference in the appearance of 
the brickwork.

 • The rear elevations of Walker Terrace and 
Regent Terrace are disorganised compared to the 
formal front elevations.  Nonetheless, character 
is dominated by historic brickwork, the bricks 
used being generally rougher.  There is less 
architectural detailing around windows and 
doors, generally just stone sills and lintels.  

 • The majority of boundary walls to the rear 
of the properties have been lost.  Some do still 
remain in part, and where they do they add 
character and retain the integrity of the terraced 
layout.

 • St Joseph’s is in rough squared Coal Measure 
sandstone on a rock-faced plinth with ashlar 
detailing.  It brims with masonry detail including 
moulded window and door surrounds (see 
below), string courses, buttresses, quoins and 
eaves and verges.  The choice of brick colour 
for the church hall is too brown for it to tone 
well with its neighbours.  However, the detailed 
brickwork does attempt to echo the strong 
verticality of Walker Terrace’s pillasters.

 • In one or two places, the character of the 
conservation area is at risk where render has 
been applied over brickwork to the front or rear 
elevations.  This detracts from the appearance 

Above: purple-brown 
brick tones on Regent 
Terrace

Left:  red-brown brick 
tones on Walker 
Terrace.  Brick pillasters 
are situated at either 
end of the row of 
terraces creating a 
‘palace front’.
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and authenticity of the architecture, particularly 
where it intrudes into the unity designed into 
the terrace, which is so important to the overall 
significance of this conservation area.  With 
much of the conservation area intact, this type 
of addition should be avoided in the future to 
protect the integrity and appearance of the 
traditional materials. 

Doorways
 • Doorways and their surrounds provide 

architectural detailing which highlights the 
period and style of the terraces.  Most doorways 
have Classically-inspired sandstone surrounds. 

 • Each building is accessed with steps up to the 
front door, creating a grand feel typical of the 
area’s period of development and reinforcing its 
original status as a prestigious place to live.  

 • The sandstone door cases on Walker Terrace 
are uniform along the terrace, with plain pilasters 
and smart, simple detailing to the cornice.  The 
detailing on Regent Terrace is more modest 
with simple stepped recessed stone door cases, 
the majority painted white.  Lambton Lodge’s 
doorway is on the east elevation facing High 
Street. 

 • Most doors are high quality timber 
replacements.  Those on Walker Terrace are a 
uniform colour of black as opposed to Regent 
Terrace’s wider range of colours.  Most colours 

are kept to traditional dark, rich colours.  All 
doors in both terraces retain the rectangular 
overlight, a traditional feature of housing of this 
style and period. 

 • Rear access to Walker Terrace and Regent 
Terrace is generally through the backyards, 
although many of the yard walls have been 
demolished.  Where the yard walls do remain, the 
gates are ledged and braced doors, traditionally 
painted the same colour as the front door in 
most cases.  Where the rear boundary walls do 
remain, the majority are original and retain the 
timber coal openings which add to the historical 
understanding of the place. 

 • St Joseph’s Church west doorway is typical 
of the Gothic style, a two-centred pointed arch 
with deeply moulded surround.  The presbytry’s 
Tudor Gothic doorways, with their flat arches and 
ornate board work to the overlights, are equally 
decorative.

Walker 
Terrace 
uniform 
sandstone 
doorways

Regent 
Terrace 
sandstone 
doorways 
are fairly 
plain but 
retain the 
uniform feel

Rear access to the 
yards that remain 
are through ledged 
and braced doors
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Windows
 • Window openings are strong vertical features 

within the conservation area.  Combined with 
other features, the regularity provides a uniform 
feel which is essential to the character of the 
conservation area. 

 • Both Walker Terrace and Regent Terrace 
display classically proportioned elevations 
with a shorter window to first floor level than 
the ground floor openings.  At first floor, the 
windows have angled sandstone lintels which 
sit directly beneath the eaves and, at ground 
floor, the windows are encased with a sandstone 
dressing with simple detailing extending below 
the window down to the plinth.  Lambton Lodge 
has a canted bay window in sandstone with very 
minimal detailing consistent with the detailing 
below windows on the other properties.

 • All of Walker Terraces’ historic timber sliding-
sash windows with glazing bars survive, 
however there is now much less uniformity on 
Regent Terrace.  With varying styles of windows 
across the street and, in some cases, within 
one property, the regularity of features does 
not provide the same effect as the character of 
Walker Terrace.  Nonetheless, features should be 
restored to further contribute to the character of 
the area. 

 • St Joseph’s elaborate Gothic windows define 
its presence as a Victorian Gothic revival church.  

Rich and elaborate, they are tallest and most 
decorative in the transepts, apse and west 
elevation, with smaller windows in the aisles and 
paired clerestory windows.  All of the windows 
have detailed tracery with leaded and coloured 
glass.  Some glass is protected by translucent 
perspex covers which deadens the windows’ 
appearance and detracts from the church’s 
contribution to the street scene.

 • The presbytery’s windows compliment the 
church’s, decorated with timber board work with 
trefoil and quatrefoil tracery, adding delicate life 
to the building’s face.  A large two-storey canted 
bay window emphasises the strong High Street 
elevation.

 • The strong verticality of the windows in 
the church hall does echo themes in the 
conservation area but this is not enough to lift 
the building’s contribution to the area.

1&2) Uniform windows and windowcases
3&4)  Incongrous replacement windows 
5)  Gothic style windows, St Joseph’s Church
6)  Decorated timber windows, Presbytery

1
2

3 4

5 6
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Roofs
 • The roofscape forms the skyline in many 

places in the conservation area and continues 
the trend of uniformity in the terraced 
properties. 

 • Both terraces have dual-pitched roofs which 
gradually step down along the terrace from 
west to east, following the topography.  The end 
properties of Walker Terrace have hipped roofs, 
neatly reinforcing the design of the terrace as 
a single architectural entity.  The east end of 
Regent Terrace has the same; the west end did 
too, but it has been lost through demolition.

 • To the rear of the properties the offshots have 
varying roofs, some dual-pitched with hips, some 
single-pitch, others flat.  All, however, do stay 
with the traditional materials with the exception 
of the large modern extension which is out of 
character for the area, behind Walker Terrace. 

 • Both Walker Terrace and Regent Terrace have 
simple projecting sandstone cornices which sit 
directly above the window lintels.  These also 
step down the slope.

 • St Joseph’s Church rich roofscape dramatically 
enlivens the corner on West Street.  The steep 
pitched nave roof with lean-to aisle roofs are 
complemented by expertly shaped and swept 
roofs over the apse and at the west end.  Parts of 
the Church also have gables and the presbytery 

follows this design of high pitched roofs with 
gables.    Cross and clove finials mark gable peaks 
on the church and presbytry.  The church hall has 
a flat roof which is very out of character for the 
area, particularly on such a sizeable building. 

 • The predominant roof covering in the 
conservation area is Welsh slate, this is one of 
the most important characteristics to define the 
authenticity of the conservation area.  Welsh 
slate has a particular character with a rough 
texture, uneven edges and subtle variations in 
shade and tone, often with purple hints. Ridges 
are generally semi-circular interlocking clay tiles 
which match the grey of the slate 

1)  Roof steps down with the topography of the 
land, Walker Terrace

2)  Varying roofs on the offshots to the rear of the 
terraces

3)  Steep pitched roof, enlivening the corner with 
the detail
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Chimneys
 • Chimneys are a recurrent feature amongst 

the rows of terraces and add considerably to the 
roofscape, particularly where views of the skyline 
are prominent. 

 • Each of Walker Terrace’s chimneys, situated 
at the ridge, comprises a square cluster of four 
flues, each with a pot.  They are in brick with 
sandstone bases, and sandstone decorative 
detailing around the middle and top.  The 
moulded sandstone cornice has four square 
circular chimney pots in beige terracotta with 
simple detailing.  All chimneys and almost all 
pots are intact along Walker Terrace. 

 • The chimneys on Regent Terrace, however, 
are not as intact.  Here the chimneys are narrow 
and stretch deep across the roof.  They too are in 
brick but with brick rather than stone detailing.  
The chimney pots are in varying condition, with 
some intact and others broken or removed.  

Dormers & Rooflights
 • Walker Terrace has retained its original 

appearance with no dormers or rooflights on the 
front roof slopes.

 • Regent Terrace, built in stages, seems to have 
had some dormers on the front slope as part 
of the original design of some buildings, e.g. 
Nos.11 and 12 which have carefully positioned 
and proportioned dormers with shallow arched 

leaded roofs.  There are also a number of added 
dormers many of which do not necessarily 
detract from the character of the area as long as 
the uniform appearance of the terrace remains.  
The majority of the dormers are to the front with 
small vertical windows with dual pitched roofs in 
slate with timber and lead detailing.

 • Rooflights are not a traditional architectural 
feature in this conservation area, although small 
‘glass slates’ may have been typical on some 
rear and offshot elevations.  Modern rooflights 
on front elevations can be very intrusive along 
Regent Terrace.  It has a number of rooflights 
on the front elevation which does detract from 
the character.  Those arranged haphazardly 
reduce the uniform look of the terrace but 
those in line with the windows below create 
a better appearance. Those of a conservation 
design do not detract as much as those of a non 
conservation design 

 • To the rear of the terraces a range of dormers 
and rooflights exists, with the majority the same 
as those at the fronts.  Walker Terrace several cat-
slide dormers with a shallow depth which may 
be original.  At the rear of Regent Terrace, there 
are a number of rooflights, cat-slide dormers 
and other dormer designs which combines with 
the mismatch of offshots to add to the irregular 
appearance.  

Square cluster of four 
flues, Walker Terrace

Narrow and deep 
chimneys, Regent 
Terrace, not as intact

Dormers of Regent Terrace - some original 
with classical proportions, others modern 
intrusions on the character
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Rainwater Goods
 • Rainwater goods, such as drainpipes and 

gutters, can provide regular vertical features 
which add to the visual appearance of terraces. 

 • The majority of the rainwater goods in the 
area are intact.  They provide a regular vertical 
feature along the rows of terraces and the 
gutters are concealed behind the moulded 
stone eaves.  Most traditional metalwork would 
have been painted black and this has also been 
retained on the terraced properties.  Some 
downcomers have been replaced and some re-
positioned which detracts from the regularity to 
the scene they provide.

 • The rainwater goods have also been retained 
at St Joseph’s Church and presbytery. 

Unity
 • All of these individual features go to make 

up the historic architecture of the conservation 
area and, collectively, illustrate its special 
interest.  Individual details have merit but it is 
the combined impact of these features together 
which creates the area’s character. 

 • All details should be considered within the 
wider scene to ensure an understanding of the 
significance to the conservation area as a whole. 

Verticality 
added to the 
terraces with the 
traditional cast 
iron drainpipes
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Contribution of Spaces
The main spaces within the conservation area 
are:
•		front	gardens
•		pavements	and	back	lanes

Front Gardens
 • The area’s buildings were originally smart 

residences and were designed with domestic 
gardens for pleasure and growing food.  Both 
terraces had small front gardens and larger 
detached gardens to the south.  Regent Terrace’s 
larger gardens were across the street, now the 
site of the Civic Centre, whilst Walker Terrace’s 
were between it and Regent Terrace.  The first 
Edition OS Map shows these laid out with 
various arrangements of paths and planting, and 
some outbuildings.  The gardens that were in 
between the two terraces are discussed in the 
next section.

 • Walker Terrace’s quite sizeable front gardens 
still exist and have not been taken for parking (as 
on Regent Terrace) most likely due to the lie of 
the land.  The gardens provide a formal setting to 
the architecture and uniformity along the street 
which is so crucial to the character of this part of 
the area.    The grass, shrubs, hedges and other 
greenery add colour and character to the area 
and illustrate the established character of these 
early parts of suburban Gateshead.  Planting is 
often used to define the boundaries between 

neighbouring properties but the original 
boundary walls do still exist.  

 • The stone boundary walls have a moulded 
coping to the top with square gate piers and 
continue the uniformity of the terraces along 
the street.  In many places the stone plinths 
remain, but some railings have been removed or 
replaced with hedges.  More black iron railings 
remain at the west end, exaggerating the formal 
feel of the street.

 • Regent Terrace would have resembled the 
layout of Walker Terrace originally (see the 
historic photos on page 12), but the relative 
flatness of the land here has encouraged parking 
in front gardens over the years and all but a small 
number of the gardens have been removed 
along the street and replaced with concrete.  
This has significantly weakened the character 
of the area.  Boundary walls have also gone as 
a result, and railings and handrails, too.  The 
steps leadings up to the doorways do still exist 
in the most part but some have been re-built or 
altered.  Overall, the setting for the terrace has 
been severally harmed by the alterations to front 
gardens.  This is intensified by cars parked in the 
gardens and on the service road.  Along with the 
poor maintenance of the concrete surfaces, this 
has resulted in an untidy, cluttered appearance 
to the main front of Regent Terrace.

Gardens on Walker Terrace remain largely 
intact with original railings and boundary 
treatments. 

The majority of front gardens have been 
removed on Regent Terrace, damaging the 
character of the area and creating an untidy 
feel.
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Pavements and Back Lanes
 • The pavements on Walker Terrace are concrete 

flagstones with stone kerbs but at Regent Terrace 
a more complicated layout exists.  As the original 
historic road has become a service road, so it has 
developed a left-over municipal character rather 
than a proper route which provides a positive 
setting to the buildings.  Granite setts are still 
visible here and the patched concrete detracts 
from the historical value of the original setts.  
A cobbled gully and original sandstone kerb 
stones have, however, been retained as well as a 
lamp post.

 • The added pavement, on the south side of the 
service road, is concrete flagstones and kerbs.  
This continues round onto High Street West in 
front of St Joseph’s Church and presbytery.  The 
small section of pavement in front of the church 
and associated buildings is a busy pedestrian 
route to access the main shopping streets and 
the public transport interchange, and so railings 
to the corner of the street have been added for 
safety reasons.  There are also railings along the 
west end of Regent Terrace where the adjoining 
dual carriageway is at a higher level, and there 
are also some ad hoc signs and bollards.

 • Between the two rows of terraces is an area of 
open space which, originally, contained Walker 
Terrace’s long gardens and their associated 
outbuildings.  Now the area is a single large open 
car-park with municipal planting, predominantly 

used to service the buildings within the 
terraced properties.  There is parking signage 
and pastiche street lighting and, although the 
planting softens the harsh tarmac and creates 
a more welcoming environment, there is little 
traditional historic character to this space.

 • The rear boundary walls of the terraces have 
predominantly been removed, leaving the back 
yards open to the car park.  This has created 
informal parking, again, used for the businesses.  
The character of this area does detract from the 
conservation area, with little historic character 
and an untidy landscape, particularly with open 
back yards.

 • The road into the central space, from Walker 
Terrace, rises up beside the modern church hall, 
the site of which has been levelled off, requiring 
substantial site works and railings which do 
not respond to the area’s historic development 
pattern.

Left:  Evidence of 
traditional materials 
at Regent Terrace

Below:  Planting 
in the open space 
between the 
terraces.
Informal parking 
to the rear of the 
terraces.

Left:  Pathway 
from the 
parking area to 
the rear of the 
properties and 
Regent Terrace.
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Atmosphere
The conservation area’s character is gained 

not only from the built fabric and spaces around 
it, but also the atmosphere they help create.  The 
buildings and spaces in the conservation area 
and the uses to which they are put, generates 
a particular mood and rhythm to the place.  
The dominance of business uses creates a 
formal atmosphere and a steady working-week 
rhythm.  The bustle of the town centre, the busy 
transport interchange and the dual-carriageways 
surround the area and create a busy and bustling 
atmosphere which is at odds with the historic 
grandeur of the streets conservation area.  It 
feels like an historic fragment captured, and 
under some threat from, the modernity around 
it.  The terraces still portray a grand appearance 
but they do reveal their struggle to be respected.

A view across the dual-carriageway and the car park to the 
conservation area beyond
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Loss, Intrusion and Damage
Gradual changes have occurred over many 

years which slowly weakens the area’s character 
and appearance.  For example, the removal 
of the front gardens on Regent Terrace has 
significantly damaged the character of the 
area and the change in use of the properties, 
from residential to business, has also affected 
the conservation area.  In some cases, changes 
have been granted planning consent in less 
conservation-minded times.

It is important to curtail these harmful 
changes and, in future, to prevent continuing 
damage whilst existing changes could be 
reversed to reinstate original features and 
architectural designs.  Detailed guidance and 
information would help achieve this goal 
through a Conservation Area Management 
Strategy. 

Amenity Issues
The conservation area is affected by amenity 

issues which can have a negative impact on the 
environment.  The key issue is car parking for the 
businesses in the area:
 • The rear boundary walls of both rows of 

terraced properties have been removed in many 
places to make room for car parking for the staff 
working in the businesses.  Where boundary 
walls do exist, many are in original materials 
adding historic value to the area, particularly 
where timber coal openings still exist.  Where 

the boundary walls have been removed, this 
character has been lost and the cluttered 
appearance detracts from the conservation 
area’s character. 

 • The Regent Terrace service road is cluttered 
with cars creating an untidy appearance.  This 
greatly detracts from the character of the 
conservation area.  The combination of the car 
parking and poor surfaces creates an unwelcome 
setting for a grand terrace. 

 • The loss of front gardens for parking on 
Regent Terrace greatly detracts from the area, 
removes the essential domestic character of the 
buildings and weakens the historical value of the 
street as a whole by harking the setting for this 
grand terrace. 

 • Litter collecting in planting also detracts from 
character and adds to the untidy appearance. 

Incremental Change and Harm to Unity
Within the conservation area there are some 

features which detract from the character of the 
area.  The main harmful changes in the area have 
been:
 • inappropriate designs, materials and methods 

for repair, alterations and new work
 • loss or replacement of original architectural 

details

Inappropriate designs, materials and 
methods for repair, alterations and new 
works

Cases of repairs, alterations and new 
work, many of which do not require planning 
permission, have damaged the area’s character. 
They damage the local architectural and 
historical nature of the area.  The most harmful 
include:
 • The use of masonry paint for the sandstone 

lintels, sills, doorcases and window openings 
detracts from character on Regent Terrace.  The 
original and natural historic look of stone is an 
essential character to the area and can make 
individual properties stand out to the detriment 
of the terrace.  The use of paint on the building 
surface should also be avoided as this has the 
same affect.  Using such paints can also damage 
the historic fabric making it difficult to rectify the 
problem and remove the paint.  This should be 
avoided in the future. 

 • Resurfacing of lanes with tarmac which cover 
original surface materials has detracted from the 
character of the area.  Tarmac does not always 
tally with the intended historic character of the 
conservation area.  The loss of granite setts in 
some places also illustrates this as an important 
factor.  Where granite setts do remain, they 
should be protected and maintained. 

 • The addition of large extensions to the 
rear of terraced properties.  The character of 
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the space behind the terraces is an important 
consideration.  The size and scale of some 
overbearing unsympathetic extensions have 
harmedthe overall character and in places has 
harmed the form of the buildings. 

Left: Masonry 
paint on 
traditional stone 
features on 
Regent Terrace 
makes individual 
properties 
stand out to the 
detriment of the 
row of terraces. 

Tarmac and modern surface materials 
replacing more traditional materials detracts 
from the character of the conservation area.

Large, overbearing extensions to the rear of 
the properties are to the detriment of the 
character.  
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Loss and replacement of original 
architectural detailing

Some original architectural features which 
have helped define the special interest of the 
area have been lost incrementally over time.  The 
main losses have been:
 • Some loss of original front doors which 

have been replaced with low quality timber 
replacements which do not correlate with the 
traditional solid panelled features.

 • The lack of uniformity in the windows on 
Regent Terrace where varied windows exist.   The 
slight change of such details can alter the look 
and feel of a building and detracts from the 
uniformity of the character.  

 • Some loss of chimneys where they have 
been removed or capped.  With the terraces 
presenting a formal, uniform front, the skyline 
is also essential in providing that look and feel.  
With the removal or alteration of chimneys, the 
unity of the terraces is harmed along with the 
skyline view. 

 • The loss of the front gardens on Regent 
Terrace has significantly harmed the character 
of the conservation area.  Along with removing 
the gardens, the original railings, handrails and 
gates have also been removed which are small 
but key details which help to create the overall 
character.  The use of this newly created open 
space as informal car parking exacerbates the 

problem creating an untidy feel compared to the 
uniformity that should dominate the area. 

 • The loss of the rear gardens in between 
the two rows of terraced properties has 
also detracted from the conservation area, 
particularly with the tarmac car park inserted 
which has further removed historic character.  
Coupled with this is the removal of many rear 
boundary walls which further opens the space 
which is uncharacteristic of such terraced 
properties.  

These changes have all taken place over time 
to slowly weaken the area’s character.  Although 
many original features do still remain and the 
overall character is positive, these changes 
have eroded the special local architectural and 
historic interest.  Some changes can be restored 
and solutions should be addressed in the 
Conservation Area Management Strategy. 




