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0191 433 4499
regentfuneralservices.co.uk 

Saltwell Road South, Saltwell Park, Gateshead, NE9 6DT

Helping make a difficult 
time easier

Pre-paid funeral plans available 

All types of funerals and areas covered 

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Private Chapel of Rest

Set in a tranquil location within Saltwell Park

Wholly owned and controlled by Gateshead Council.
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Welcome to the 
Spring issue of 
Council News.

In this edition we 
hear from a climate 
change consultant 
and a young activist 
who have urged 
the Council, partners and residents to 
take ownership of climate change and 
be part of the solution. You can read 
more about this, what steps the Council 
is taking to increase the amount of 
woodland across Gateshead and how 
you can have your say on climate 
change on pages six and seven. 

The Council has agreed its budget for 
the next financial year which is focused 
on investment rather than budget 
savings and provides a new longer-term 
approach to financial management 
investment in key areas to support 
our priorities - Economy, Health and 
Housing, Poverty and Inequality, 
Climate Change and Transport. You can 
read more about these on page five. 

We feature our learningSkills service 
which has been praised by Ofsted for 
the work it is doing to support adult 
learners and apprentices. You can find 
the broad range of courses on offer in 
our pullout adult learning supplement 
in this issue. 

We also highlight the work of our 
fantastic foster carers who have been 
honoured for the dedication they 
show in caring for some of the most 
vulnerable young people in Gateshead.

We also include our regular features 
- health matters, what’s on and much 
more, including key activities taking 
place over the Easter period.

Welcome 
from Leader of the Council 
Martin Gannon

Celebrating our  
looked after  
children and  
foster carers
Page 11
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Gateshead Awards - vote now  

Full details of the nominees are on our website or can be requested from 
the Mayor’s Secretary on 0191 433 2011.

To vote go to www.gateshead.gov.uk/gatesheadawards

Gateshead Council has re-signed its 
pledge to support serving and former 
members of the armed services.

The Leader of Gateshead Council 
Councillor Martin Gannon was joined 
by Lt Col Peter Winton, commanding 
officer of the 101st (Northumbrian) 
Regiment RA, to sign a new armed 
forces covenant setting out Gateshead’s 
commitments to past and serving 
members of the armed forces and their 
families.

The original Armed Forces Covenant, 
of which Gateshead Council was one 
of the UK’s first signatories, is a promise 
between the nation, government 
and the Armed Forces to treat serving 
personnel, veterans and their families 
with fairness and respect and ensure 
they are not disadvantaged as a result 
of their service.

The new covenant reaffirms and renews 
that obligation and firmly establishes 
Gateshead Council as an organisation 
which recognises and proactively 
supports its armed forces community.

Councillor Stuart Green, Armed Forces 
champion for Gateshead Council, said:

“Gateshead has always been proud of 
our close links with the armed forces, so 
when we first signed the Armed Forces 
Covenant in 2012 we were determined 
to do all we could to provide the kind 
of support that serving and ex-service 
personnel clearly need.

“The wide range of support we offer 
helps to overcome difficulties and 

helps former members of the armed 
forces and their families to find their 
own safe and fulfilling place within the 
community.”

To find out more about the support 
offered by Gateshead Council, visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/armedforces

NEWS

Council renews its pledge to support 
the armed forces in Gateshead

Council leader Martin Gannon renews the Council’s commitment watched by  
Lt Col Peter Winton

Important information 
for landlords in Bensham
Phase 3 of The Avenues landlord 
licensing scheme starts on 30 April 
2020. Landlords operating in the 
area are legally required to make 
an application in advance of the 
scheme starting. 

Visit www.gateshead.gov.uk/
landlordlicensing for more 
information or contact Private 
Sector Housing on 0191 433 
3365.

2020

The shortlist for the Gateshead Awards 2020 has been 
announced and you’re invited to vote for your winners. 

There are eight categories to vote for including two new 
awards for 2020, the Armed Forces Community Achiever 
and Business in the Community Award.

Presented by the Mayor of Gateshead, the awards  
celebrate all those who have gone the extra mile to help 
their community to thrive.

Voting will close on Friday 15 May with the awards ceremony taking place on 
Wednesday 10 June. 
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Don’t lose your vote!
Local and Police and Crime Commissioner elections will take place on Thursday 
7 May this year but if you want to cast your vote, you must be registered by 
Tuesday 21 April. Either visit www.gov.uk/register-to-vote or call our elections 
team on 0191 433 7001. If you are already registered, you don’t need to reapply.

Postal vote

• If you are already registered for a 
postal vote you’ll receive your postal 
vote pack from Wednesday 22 April. 
You can return your postal vote by 
post or hand it in to any Gateshead 
polling station on the day of the 
election. 

• If you do not already have a postal 
vote and would like one you need 
to register with us by Wednesday 22 
April. Find the form at  

www.gateshead.gov.uk or call 0191 
433 7001. You will be sent your postal 
vote pack from Tuesday 28 April. 

• Local election ballot papers will be 
counted on Thursday 7 May. Police 
and Crime Commissioner ballot 
papers will be counted on Monday 11 
May. Follow us on social media or visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/elections for 
the results. 

For information about issues relating 
to voting, the electoral register 
etc, please contact the electoral 
registration team on 0191 433 7001 
or go to www.gateshead.gov.uk/
voting

Investing for a  
thriving Gateshead
Last month Gateshead Council agreed 
its budget for the next financial year.

For the first time in 10 years, the budget 
focused on investment rather than 
budget savings and provides a new 
longer-term approach to financial 
management and investment in key 
areas to support council priorities. 

Leader of Gateshead Council, Martin 
Gannon said: “We still have financial 
challenges ahead, £50 million is still 
needed to be saved over the next five 
years, due to reductions in government 

funding and increasing demand for 
children and adult social care. However, 
by rethinking and redirecting our 
resources and taking a longer-term 
approach to financial planning, I’m 
confident we can continue to grow our 
economy, bring new and better jobs for 
local people, improve our environment 
and housing while still supporting and 
protecting the most vulnerable in our 
communities.”

Earlier this year the Council launched 
a consultation to seek views from 

residents on new priorities which will 
see resources allocated to achieve the 
best outcomes for local people over 
the next five years. Over 1,000 people 
responded to the consultation with the 
majority supporting the five priority 
areas: Economy, Health and Housing, 
Poverty and Inequality, Climate Change 
and Transport.

In addition, over half the people who 
responded to the consultation agreed 
that to help set a balanced budget, 
council tax should rise by 1.99% 
and the Council should approve the 
Government’s 2% adult social care 
precept to help meet the growing costs 
of adult social care, totalling a 3.99% 
rise. This will mean an extra 90 pence 
per week on a band A property or £47 
per year. 

Councillor Gannon added: “It’s not been 
easy to reduce our budget by £170 
million over the last decade and we 
know there’s more savings to come, but 
that challenge has not let us lose sight 
of what’s important – doing our best for 
local people. We’ll continue to fight for 
fair and adequate government funding 
and are committed to doing everything 
we can to make Gateshead a place 
where everyone thrives.”

Budget 2020/21 – investing for the future
• £1 million to be invested in adult and children’s services to 

support those who need help the most.

• A three-year investment of £400,000 per year for targeted 
environmental improvements.

• £530,000 to accelerate the Council’s response to climate 
change and achieve zero carbon emissions by 2030.

• £372,000 investment to build capacity in the voluntary and community sector.

• Support to boost the local economy by investing £620,000 in major sporting 
events and raising the profile of the borough nationally and internationally.

• Investing over £100 million over the next five years in housing stock 
improvements.
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NEWS

Plans for 600+ acres of  
new woodland in Gateshead

Climate change survey
We all need to act to tackle the threat 
posed by climate change.

Gateshead Council is determined to reduce 
carbon emissions to zero – it won’t be easy 
but we know we can do this if we work 
together.

But do you agree? What can you offer?  
What can you change? 

We have organised a survey so you can tell us 
what we should do to tackle climate change – 
and what you can do to help. 

Please take part in our survey by visiting  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
climatechange

Gateshead Council has met with the Forestry Commission, the Woodland 
Trust and Durham Wildlife Trust to discuss how Gateshead’s woodland 
cover could be increased and existing woodlands enhanced.

The efforts form part of the Council’s 
ongoing work to tackle the climate 
emergency.

The Council has begun to identify 
local authority-owned land which 
might be suitable for new woodland. 
Work is also underway on developing 
a plan to improve and increase the 
carbon capture potential and the value 
to people and wildlife of its existing 
woodlands.  

The Independent Committee on 
Climate Change has recommended 
that tree cover nationally should be 
increased from the current 13% to 17% 
by 2050.  

In Gateshead, around 15% of the 
total area of the Borough – more 
than 2,200ha (5,400 acres) - is already 
covered by woodland, of which around 
a quarter is owned and managed by the 
Council.  

In order to achieve the 17% figure 
in Gateshead, it’s thought that an 
additional 250ha (618 acres) of new 
woodland will need to be planted. 
That’s the equivalent of 300 football 
pitches.

Councillor John McElroy, Cabinet 
Member for Environment and 
Transport, says: “We all know that trees 
and woodlands play an important role 
in absorbing and storing CO2 from the 
atmosphere.

“Gateshead is already very well placed 
in this respect, with 15% of borough 
already covered in woodland when 
the average for England as whole is 
only 10%. But increasing our acreage 
of woodland to 17% will require a 
substantial programme of planting and 
that isn’t something the Council can do 
on its own.

“These are still early days, but our 
meeting with the Forestry Commission, 
Durham Wildlife Trust and the 
Woodland Trust was very constructive. 
It won’t be easy, but I’m optimistic that 
we can reach the 17% target by 2050.”

He added: “As well as our partners, 
involving local communities, and 
in particular young people, will be 
crucial in our efforts to create new 
woodland and enhance Gateshead’s 

existing woodland. Climate change is 
something which is being faced by all of 
us and it will take all of us to tackle and 
remedy its effects.”

Work is already underway. This winter 
has seen the establishment of a new 
community woodland on Council-
owned land at Summerhill in Blaydon. 
The 2ha (5 acre) woodland has been 
planted by the Woodland Trust and will 
be managed by them for the benefit of 
people and wildlife.  

The Woodland Trust has also been busy 
planting over 40,000 trees as part of a 
major extension of its flagship Hedley 
Hall Wood and Ridley Gill Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) sites near 
Sunniside. The tree planting has taken 
place on former arable land which was 
acquired by the Trust with support from 
the Council.  
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‘We have to take ownership’, says expert
Local councils, charities, politicians and local businesses have  
been told that they can’t ignore climate change and continue  
as if it is ‘business as usual’.

Climate change 
consultant 
Anna-Lisa Mills 
(pictured right ) 
told a meeting of 
representatives 
of the public, 
private and 
voluntary sector 
in Gateshead last 
month that ‘incremental changes’ are 
not going to take us off the path that 
our planet is currently on.

“If you look at our concentration of 
greenhouse gases in June 2019 , we are 
at 414 parts per million,” she explained. 
“That is off-the-scale. Never in 800,000 
years have we had more than 300 ppm 
of CO2 in our atmosphere.”

“We can’t continue with business as 
usual, incremental changes are not 
going to take us off the path that we 
are currently on,” says Ms Mills. “We have 
to take ownership, we all need to take 
ownership and be part of the solution.

Her speech was made at a 
workshop called ‘A Vision for 
a Better Future’ organised by 
Gateshead Council to look 
at the activities needed to 
tackle climate change. Also 
addressing the workshop was 
11 year old Lily, an Extinction 
Rebellion activist who urged 
the adults in the room to help 
children her age by taking the issue of 
climate change more seriously.

She said :“Young people are the future 
of the world and we need to get all 
young people to care about climate 
change.”

She said it was important for young 
people to understand about climate 
change but that adults had to listen 
to children’s fears because only adults 
could take the actions to deal with it.

Councillor John McElroy, Cabinet 
Member for Environment and 
Transport, says “What was absolutely 
clear from this event is that we can’t 

just continue with business as usual. We 
can’t make small incremental changes 
and hope these will take us off the 
path that our planet is currently on. 
That’s why we are putting the climate 
emergency at the heart of our policy.

“As Anna-Lisa Mills put it so simply, 
thinking that somebody else is going to 
fix it isn’t going to get us anywhere.”

Gateshead Council declared a climate 
emergency last spring and is currently 
drafting a strategy to ensure that 
Gateshead Council’s activities are 
carbon-neutral by 2030.

Plans to give broken goods a new lease of life
People in the west of Gateshead 
have been fighting back against a 
‘throwaway culture’ by helping to 
give broken household items a new 
lease of life.

Community group Transition West 
Gateshead organised a Fix It Café at 
Chopwell Community Centre last 
month where local people brought 
broken electrical equipment and 
other household items to see if 
volunteers could show them how to 
fix them.

The event was held as planning 
was getting underway for a range 
of similar Fix-It events throughout 
Gateshead as part of a DEFRA-funded 
project to divert electrical goods from 
domestic waste.

Organisers hope that the 12 month 
scheme will see 50 tonnes of old 
electrical items can be repaired and 
re-used and a further 50 tonnes 

sensitively recycled as part of the 
project.

In Chopwell, the repaired items 
could be taken home or swapped 
with something else, or donated. 
The Gateshead Council-run scheme 
will operate slightly differently, with 
unwanted electrical goods being 
tested and repaired before being 
distributed to those in greatest need, 
such as low-income households and 
families.

The activities will be locally-based to 
reduce the need for travel.

Councillor John McElroy, Cabinet 
Member for Environment and 
Transport, says: “Tackling climate 
change is not just about swapping 
diesel and petrol cars for electric ones.

“Household electrical items like irons 
and vacuum cleaners are expensive 
to make and require huge amounts 

of energy both to manufacture and to 
distribute. Yet as soon as one of them 
goes wrong, lots of us just throw them 
away and buy a new one.

“That approach is just not sustainable 
and I applaud Transition West 
Gateshead for the example they are 
setting by organising this event in 
Chopwell. I hope our own events will 
prove just as beneficial.”

For more information, contact 
Dawn James,  WEEE Repair and 
Reuse Project Officer, at Dawn.
James@groundwork.org.uk.
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Gateshead Council secured £499,200 of funding from the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund to create the Gateshead Archive.

NEWS

A new way to view Gateshead’s past
Gateshead Archive has now opened at 
Gateshead Central Library which offers 
visitors an exciting new way to view the 
unique local history collection held by 
the Council.

Gateshead Archive will showcase 
thousands of local history books, 
historic maps, photos and newspapers 
alongside displays, touchscreen 
terminals and study space that can be 
used by individuals or groups.

Councillor Angela Douglas, Cabinet 
Member for Culture, Sport and Leisure, 
said “This is an amazing new space for 

Gateshead Central Library. Gateshead 
Archive offers people a fantastic 
opportunity to see our local history and 
family history collections. With study 
space, free wi-fi and staff on hand to 
help with queries it’s a great place to 
trace your family tree or learn more 
about the town.

“Thanks to funding from the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund we can now 
truly celebrate Gateshead’s history and 
heritage with all of our visitors.”

Drivers reminded to stop
Gateshead Council has 
launched a campaign to 
remind motorists that they 
must stop when they see a 
School Traffic Patrol Officer 
raise their sign in the middle 
of the road.

The campaign has been 
launched following a number 
of near misses where School 
Crossing Patrol Officers or 
their ‘lollipop sticks’ were hit 
or almost hit when they stood 
in the middle of the road to allow 
people to cross.

Signs have placed on lampposts at 
locations that have been identified as 
having a particular issue reminding 
motorists of the law and the seriousness 
of their actions if they fail to stop.

Every driver should remember that 
a raised stick at the side of the road 
means ‘prepare to stop’, and a school 
crossing patrol holding their stick 
with outstretched arms in the middle 
of the road means ‘stop’; this has the 
same force as a red light.

John McElroy, Gateshead Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Environment 
and Transport said: “Our School 
Crossing Patrol Officers do a fantastic 
job in all weathers, they’re there to 
keep children and adults safe and we 
owe it to them to make sure they’re 
kept safe doing their job too.”

Anyone who is reported for not 
stopping will likely be prosecuted 
and could face a fine of up to 
£1,000 and three penalty points 
on their driving licence.

Crossing Patrol Officer Michelle Philipson

Apply for EU  
settlement status
If you or a member of your family 
is an EU, EEA or Swiss citizen, you 
can apply to the EU Settlement 
Scheme to continue living in the 
UK after 30 June 2021.

Already, almost 3,000 people who 
have made Gateshead their home 
have applied to the scheme.

You can find out more information 
and apply online at www.gov.uk

It’s free to apply and if your 
application is successful, you’ll get 
either settled or pre-settled status.

Some vulnerable groups of 
people including those who are 
elderly, disabled, have significant 
language or literacy problems 
or mental health issues can get 
support from:

• North East Law Centre –  
0191 230 4777

• The Children’s Society –  
0191 221 0836

• Riverside Community Health 
Project – 01902 260754

Makerplace open
Gateshead Central Library has another 
new exciting space designed to give 
children and adults the opportunity to 
use computer-controlled equipment 
to turn ideas into reality.

You can print and cut t-shirt designs; 
laser cut wood and acrylic designs; 
create and produce 3D objects; quilt 
and embroider with our computerised 
sewing machines; code and much more.

We‘ll be running an exciting range 
of digital making workshops, taster 

sessions, equipment specific drop in 
sessions for members of the public, 
groups and school to participate in 
some hands-on learning.

To find out more visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/libraries
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Pension credit – help for those on a low income 
We know that many people in 
Gateshead are missing out on benefits 
that they are entitled to. 

According to the Government, more 
than three million households are 
eligible for pension credit, but many 
don’t claim the benefit because they 
don’t know about it.   

Pension credit is a tax-free benefit 
aimed at people on low incomes 
who have reached the state pension 
age. Whether you qualify will depend 
on your income and savings, but if 
you do, it can be worth thousands 
of pounds a year and is available to 
single pensioners, including widows 
and widowers, as well as couples. 

If you are a couple, both of you must 
have reached state pension age to 
apply.

Claimants can receive on average £60 
per week – more than £3,000 a year 
and by claiming pension credit you 
could be eligible for other benefits 
including help towards paying your 
council tax, housing benefit, cold 
weather payments and free dental 
care.

AT YOUR SERVICE

Sign up for garden waste 
collections
There’s still time to sign up for this 
year’s garden waste collections which 
begin in April. Prices have been frozen 
once again and will be £33 to cover 
fortnightly collections until October. 
Please note – late sign-ups will still 
receive fortnightly collections though 
may receive fewer than 15 due to the 
time it can take to process applications, 
issue collection packs and amend 
vehicle collection routes.

You can recycle the following in your garden waste bin:

• grass cuttings

• hedge trimmings

• leaves

• flowers and plants

• shrubs

• small branches (less than 5cm 
diameter) and twigs

• turf/soil - small quantities only

 

There are a range of benefits available if you are 
on a low income or need help with your daily care 
or mobility, whatever your age and circumstances. 
We can help you find out if you are entitled to 
benefits, can explain the process and help you 
make a claim. Call us on 0191 433 3677 or email 
benefitenquiries@gateshead.gov.uk

To check if you’re entitled to pension credit call 
0800 731 0469 or visit www.gov.uk/pensioncredit

Bank holiday 
bin collections
This Easter, if your bin 
collection falls on Good 
Friday (Friday 10 April) it will 
be collected a day later on 
Saturday 11 April. 

The early May Day bank holiday 
which usually takes place on a 
Monday has been moved to a 
Friday to celebrate VE day, so if 
your bin is due to be collected on 
Friday 8 May it will be collected on 
the following day, Saturday 9 May.

Check your bin collection dates 
online at www.gateshead.gov.
uk/binchecker 

For other waste and recycling 
enquiries go to  
www.gateshead.gov.uk 
or phone 0191 433 7000

Please do not wrap or bag your garden 
waste before putting it in the bin.

Make sure any loose garden waste is 
contained within the bin with the lid 
closed. We won’t be able to remove any 
extra waste left beside the bin.

To sign up visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/gardenwaste 
or call 0191 433 7000
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Despite what you might think, there 
will be very little immediate change 
to your consumer rights as a result 
of us leaving the European Union 
(EU). While much consumer law is 
based on EU directives, nearly all 
have been incorporated into UK 
law. Even those EU rules not passed 
into UK law will apply during the 
‘transition period’, likely to continue 
until December 2020. This also 
means that, if you’re due to go on 
holiday to an EU country, there 
will no immediate change to your 
passport arrangements and you’re 
still fine with joining the EU travellers’ 
queue at immigration. Recent major 
changes to the law such as the Data 
Protection Act 2018 are now part 
of UK law and therefore will remain 
unaltered. The same is true for the 
many rules on product safety and 
other consumer rights.  

Once the transition period is over, 
there will be some changes for 
consumers. For example, if you buy 
things from companies in the EU via 
the internet it may be harder for you 
to address any disputes you may 
have. Access to resolution platforms 
such as the European Online Dispute 
Resolution platform, which help 
make online shopping safer and 
fairer, will come to an end. However, 
the impact on most people will be 
very limited.

After the transition period, the 
Government will not be restricted 
by EU membership and may seek to 
change laws relating to consumer 
rights. These changes could radically 
alter this area of law. However, until 
proposals are brought forward, we 
have no way to know what, if any, 
changes will take place. At least 
for the present, you may well be 
surprised by how much things stay 
the same.   Of course, travelling to 
and from the EU is very likely subject 
to major change from 1 January 2021 
and we will address this issue in the 
next Consumer Corner article. 

AT YOUR SERVICE

Couples wanting commitment 
now have more choice 
Opposite sex couples looking to 
make a commitment can now choose 
to be married or to enter into a civil 
partnership. This gives couples the legal 
status of “Civil Partner” and gives them 
the same rights as married couples for a 
range of legal matters. 

Previously only same-sex individuals 
could have a civil partnership, but the 
law was changed at the end of last year. 
This new legislation does not affect 
the arrangements currently in place for 
same sex civil partnerships and only 
couples who are currently in a same-
sex civil partnership are able to convert 
their partnership into a marriage.  

Couples may choose to register their 
civil partnership simply, without a 
ceremony, at any Register Office in  
the presence of a Civil Partnership 
Registrar and two witnesses. 
Alternatively, they may have a 
ceremony, with guests, in Gateshead 
Civic Centre, or have a ceremony in  
one of the approved premises in 
Gateshead.

If you wish to form a civil partnership 
please contact the Register Office 
on 0191 433 3000 or visit www.
gateshead.gov.uk/civilpartnership 
for further advice. Please note, the 
Register Office is unable to give any 
advice on whether a marriage or civil 
partnership is best for you in your 
circumstances. 

For further information visit  
www.gov.uk or seek legal advice if 
you are unsure.

School meals are top of the class
Gateshead Council’s school catering 
service has been named, for the 
fourth time in four years, as the 
UK’s top performing school meals 
provider by the Association of Public 
Service Excellence (APSE).

Gateshead was compared with 50 
other school meals providers and was 
once again judged to be providing 
the best quality, cost and productivity 
in the UK. 

Councillor Gary Haley, Cabinet 
member for Children and Young 
People, said: 

“To win one of these prestigious 
awards, is achievement enough, 
but to be declared the winner four 
times in a row is really something to 
be proud of and shows we must be 
doing something right.”

Gateshead School catering 
currently provides more than 11,000 
nutritionally-balanced meals every 
day to more than 70 primary and 
secondary schools across Gateshead 
and beyond. Its team of 350 staff are 
fully trained in nutrition, food safety, 
catering and cookery skills.

Find out more about school meals 
and what you child is tucking into 
this month at www.gateshead.
gov.uk/schoolmeals



Follow their stories

The couple also feature in our new 
campaign to encourage more people 
to find out about fostering, by following 
their story. The stories explain the 
difference you can make to children 
and young people as well as the 
different types of fostering available.  
They are a great way to find out 
whether fostering could be for you.

Speaking about fostering for 
Gateshead, Laura and Scott said: “It’s 
definitely a positive experience to 
provide stability and a loving home – 
that is all these kids want.” 

Hear their story, and others, 
on our new website  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/fostering
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AT YOUR SERVICE

Celebrating our looked after 
children and foster carers
Foster carers in Gateshead have 
been recognised for the dedication 
they show in caring for some of the 
most vulnerable young people in 
Gateshead.

The event organised by Gateshead 
Council in partnership with 
Gateshead Regeneration Partnership, 
intu Metrocentre, Wates and 
NewcastleGateshead Marriott celebrates 
the outstanding commitment of 
Gateshead’s foster carers. 

Inspiring

Councillor Gary Haley, Cabinet Member 
for Children and Young People, said 
“Our foster carers are the backbone 
of the support we give to our young 
people in care. They’re able to offer 
them a safe and loving home and 
provide fantastic support, often at a 
time of crisis.

“The dedication and commitment they 
show is truly inspiring and we feel it’s 
only right that on one day of the year 
we celebrate the special role they play 
in helping the young people in their 
care to thrive.”

Awards were presented in four 
categories; outstanding newcomer, 
extra mile award, unsung hero award 
and amazing carer. In total, 15 awards 
were presented to both single foster 
carers and couples and 18 carers 
were recognised for their nationally 
accredited training achievements.

Our foster carers, Laura and Scott, 
received the outstanding newcomer 
award, for their dedication to the 
children in their care. Laura and Scott 
said: “We were so surprised and 
overwhelmed to win the award, it’s 
been an amazing and rewarding year.”

Celebrating our children and young people’s achievements
In November last year we celebrated 
the achievements of our Looked After 
Children at their own awards ceremony.  

This event was organised by Gateshead 
Council in partnership with Komatsu 

UK, Home Group, Cad21 and Unison 
Gateshead. Looked after children and 
care leavers were recognised for their 
individual achievements, ranging 
from karate successes to gaining 
employment.  

We are very proud of our young people 
and how hard they strive to  
be healthy, active and successful.   
Our aim is for all children and young 
people to be motivated to do their best 
and these awards inspire them further.

Fostering information evening
You can also find out whether fostering is right for you by coming to our 
information evenings on Wednesday 25 March or Thursday 21 May, 5.30pm 
at Bewicks (Gateshead Civic Centre) or call us on 0191 433 8333.

Scott and Laura received the outstanding newcomer award for Fostering Gateshead

GRP
Gateshead Regeneration Partnership
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LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Never too old to rock 
A unique project for ‘younger’ older 
people has started rocking out in 
Gateshead.

Never Too Old to Rock is a weekly get-
together of people aged over 50 from 
Gateshead who want to play, listen to, 
or talk about rock music.

Gateshead Older People’s Assembly 
Chief Executive, Craig Bankhead said, 
“A project like Never Too Old to Rock is 
something people have been asking 
about for a long time. We organise 
and run a wide range of activities for 
people aged over 50, including a tea 
dance, a community café, social groups, 
and many other activities traditionally 
associated with older people, but 
recently, people have been asking for 
something more suitable for younger 
older people.

“If you are 60 years old, you were a 
teenager in the 1970s when rock 
bands like Black Sabbath, Thin Lizzy, 
Deep Purple, and Led Zeppelin were 
what many people were listening to 
at the time. To expect these people to 
suddenly start enjoying Connie Francis 
and Glen Miller seems preposterous.”

Never Too Old to Rock brings 
together rock fans over the age of 
50. Experienced musicians are on 
hand to teach guitar, bass and drums 
so participants can learn something 
new and maybe even form a band 
themselves.

The meetings are free to attend and no 
experience or instruments are required, 
as the charity is hoping to secure 
donations of second-hand instruments 
for those who don’t have access to 
equipment.

Craig added: “The weekly get-togethers 
are informal, fun and inclusive. We aim 
to provide opportunities to socialise 
and to make new friends.”

Anyone aged over 50 from Gateshead 
(or nearby) can come along on 
Monday evenings from 5.30-7.30pm at 
Gateshead Older People’s Assembly’s 
base in Deckham Village Hall on Split 
Crow Road, NE8 3UB.

For more information call Craig on 
0191 438 1721 or look for Gateshead 
Older People’s Assembly on social 
media.

Some of the first members of the Never Too Old To Rock group

More Gateshead parents benefiting 
from free childcare 
More Gateshead parents are 
benefiting from free childcare after 
the number of two-year-olds taking 
up their free place increased.

Gateshead now has the 17th highest 
take up of early learning places for 
two years olds in England which 
means more parents are able to work 
or study with help towards childcare 
costs.  

Councillor Gary Haley, Cabinet 
Member for Children and Young 
People, said: “It’s great news that 
so many parents in Gateshead 
are taking advantage of the 
free childcare available to them, 
particularly as it will allow many to 
return to work, take up employment, 
retrain or study.

“I would urge parents to check to see 
if they are eligible as it could make a 

real positive difference to them and 
their families.” 

Parents are eligible to apply if they 
are claiming a benefit, for example 
income support, Child Tax Credit 
and have a household income 
of less than £16,190.  Children 
are automatically eligible if they 
get Disability Living Allowance 
or have a current Statement of 
Special Educational Needs; have an 
Education, Health and Care Plan or if 
they are currently or have ever been, 
looked after by the local authority.

Don’t miss out, you’ll find all the 
information you need including 
eligibility criteria and application 
forms at www.gateshead.gov.
uk/freechildcare or call 0191 
433 5118.  For a list of childcare 
providers go to www.gateshead.
gov.uk/childcare

Offers of school 
places
Parents of children starting 
primary, infant or junior schools in 
September will receive an offer of 
a place in April.

Offer letters and emails will be 
sent on or around 16 April and 
parents have until 30 April to 
accept their place.

The School Admissions Team is 
unable to advise parents of their 
offer over the phone, you must 
wait for your letter/email. 

Parents of children starting 
secondary school in September 
will have already received their 
offer letter or email and have until 
13 March to accept their place.

For more information visit 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/
schooladmissions or call  
0191 433 2757.
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If you’re retired and feel like 
you need a new challenge why 
not join our Art Diamonds? We 
have lots of creative workshops 
and activities in libraries around 
Gateshead which are free, 
friendly and great for meeting 
new people.

You don’t have to be arty or good 
at drawing, it’s just about having 
a go. So far our Art Diamonds 
have made woodland art, 
bird sculptures, tried Chinese 
calligraphy, made animations, 
paper tea cups and doodled with 
their eyes closed.

This Spring we’ve got a busy 
programme of activities including 
papercutting, drawing, linoprint and 
woodworking workshops.

On Wednesday 18 March join artist 
John Quinn for a visit to the John 
Coatsworth exhibition ‘Blue out of Black’ 
in Gateshead Central Library’s Gallery. 
Then, work with John to create your 
own artwork inspired by your visit.

On Friday 24 April you can spend the 
morning with sculptor Neil Canavan 
at Gateshead Central Library making 
wall hangings and windchimes using 
interesting objects including driftwood 
and shells.

To celebrate Earth Day on Wednesday 
22 April, Helen Donley from Northern 
Print will be at Blaydon Library to guide 

people through simple printmaking 
techniques and you can go home with 
your own unique artwork.

LEARNING AND LIFESTYLE

Let Art Diamonds help you shine 

Adult learners and apprentices in 
Gateshead are benefiting from a very 
good service from learning and skills 
tutors who are committed to improving 
the lives of the people of Gateshead, 
according to an Ofsted report.

An inspection across Gateshead 
Council’s learningSkills service took 
place in January which looked at adult 
education including provision for 
people with learning difficulties and/
or disabilities; study programmes and 
traineeships as well as apprenticeships 
for young people.

The report highlighted that:

1. Staff focus well on preparing 
learners and apprentices for life and 
work in modern Britain.

2. Learners flourish in the safe and 
welcoming learning environments 
that staff create.

3. Learners gain a range of new and 
enhanced knowledge and skills 
such as communication and digital 

skills, which are useful to them in 
their everyday life, in their search for 
employment and at work.

4. Younger learners develop very 
good practicial construction skills 
which are well matched to local job 
opportunities.

5. Learners and apprentices benefit 
from the support and care that 
they receive from their tutors and 
support workers. 

6. Staff work well with employers if 
apprentices experience difficulties 
that impact on their work.

Councillor Malcolm Brain, Cabinet 
Member for Economy, said: “Gateshead 
Council has pledged to put people and 
families at the heart of everything that 
we do. I am delighted that Ofsted has 
recognised that the managers and staff 
of our learningSkills service share the 
vision of the Council to ensure that local 
communities thrive and that they are 
committed to improving the lives of the 
people of Gateshead.”

Staff across the service are described 
throughout the report as “committed”, 
“focused”, “welcoming”, “supportive” 
and “caring”. Inspectors also noted that 
”leaders and managers at all levels have 
an accurate understanding of what they 
need to improve and how they need 
to develop the curriculum to meet the 
diverse needs of the communities they 
serve”.

Caroline O’Neill, Strategic Director for 
Children, Adults and Families, said: “We 
are delighted this report confirms what 
we already know - that our staff are 
committed to supporting the people of 
Gateshead gain not only the skills, but 
the confidence, to succeed in improving 
their knowledge, their employment 
prospects and their working lives.

“The report has highlighted only four 
areas where improvement is needed. 
We know what needs to improve and 
already have plans in place to ensure 
we continue to build on our successes 
to support learners at whatever stage of 
life they are at.”

Gateshead Council’s learningSkills praised

For more information and to join in with our Art Diamonds activities contact 
Karolynne Hart or Jen Douglas at Gateshead Library on 0191 433 8492 or email 
jenniferdouglas@gateshead.gov.uk
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JOBS AND ECONOMY

Could a grant help your business 
improve its energy efficiency?
Popular Dunston business, The 
Staiths Café, received a grant 
to help reduce their carbon 
footprint and save money on 
their energy bills.  

Set against the historic backdrop of 
the Staiths structure on the banks of 
the River Tyne, the café received £2,710 
from The Business Energy Saving Team 
(BEST), to purchase and install new 
energy efficient equipment.   

The business used the grant to assist 
their purchase and installation of solar 
panels, reducing their carbon usage, 
boosting their energy independence 
and protecting themselves from 
unpredictable increases in utility prices. 

The new solar panel system is 
estimated to generate over 7,500 kWh 
of renewable electricity a year and will 
save 2.7 tonnes CO2 annually. 

Suzanne Hutton, co-owner of The 
Staiths Café, said: “It’s always been part 
of the plan to get solar panels, but 
one of the problems was that they’re 
just so expensive. I eventually came 
across BEST after speaking to my local 
councillors.”

The BEST project is a simple regional 
council partnership aimed at small and 
medium sized businesses, involving a 
free energy efficiency audit and report 
consisting of areas you can improve on 
within the business. 

Following the audit, there is the 
opportunity to apply for a grant to 
implement the recommendations. 

Suzanne continued: “The process was 
great. The energy audit contractors 
(Narec DE) did a substantial report on 
our equipment and how efficient it was. 
They were knowledgeable and very 
supportive throughout. 

“It was quite a quick process, they then 
sent me the application of how to apply 
for the funding.”

The solar panels will not only help The 
Staiths Café reduce its energy bills, 
but with customers becoming more 
environmentally aware, participating 

in BEST also provides a great way to 
demonstrate your commitment to 
sustainability. 

Suzanne concluded by saying: “We’ve 
always been conscious about our 
energy usage and the effects it has on 
the environment, it’s a growing thing 
for everyone.” 

One regular customer added: “We’re 
pleased to see their commitment to the 
environment, it only adds to the vibrant 
café. The BEST project began in Autumn 
of 2018 and has completed 
78 audits on local businesses, 
with energy specialists, 
Narec DE, currently assisting 

15 audited businesses with grant 
applications. Common solutions arising 
within these audits focus heavily on 
LEDs, PV, more efficient boilers and 
heating controls, as well as upgrading 
equipment and machinery. 

BEST has been made possible with 
£670,000 from England’s European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
as part of the European Structural and 
Investment Funds Growth Programme 
for 2014-2020.

Suzanne Hutton and Mark Hodgson (left) owners of The Staiths Café are presented with 
their BEST cheque. 

Find out today:  
best-ne.co.uk 
or for more information contact  
best@newcastle.gov.uk

How would your business score in 
an energy efficiency audit? 



The Course 
Directory

Summer 2020

Over 300 courses and 
activities throughout 
the year - daytime and 
evenings and weekends

You can enrol online now at:

www.starttolearn.uk  

learningskills@gateshead.gov.uk      
0191 433 8646    facebook.com/learningSkillsNE   
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ENTRY 
LEVEL

LEVEL 1

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 3

Get Started Get On Move On Advanced 
Skills

Whatever level you want to study,  
we offer something for everyone.

Making Gateshead a place where 
everyone thrives

We are a high quality learning and skills 
service that:

• offers a truly lifelong learning experience 
throughout people’s lives, enrolling 13,000  
people a year on to courses

• delivers learning at a local level in over  
100 venues and to 300 businesses a year

• delivers entry level tasters through to  
accredited access to university programmes

So why don’t you join us and learn?  
You could:

• discover skills you never knew you had

• kick-start new career opportunities

• gain qualifications

• learn to stay safe online

• make new friends

• improve your health and wellbeing

• meet like-minded people

• learn in a friendly and welcoming environment  
with excellent tuition, great value for money  
and all the support and advice you need

What’s on offer?

• more than 300 courses and activities throughout 
the year - daytime and evenings

• community courses across Gateshead

• information, advice and guidance to help you 
choose the right course from a nationally accredited 
Matrix Centre

• free Skills for Life courses to improve your reading, 
writing, maths and communication skills

• Functional Skills courses that give practical skills in 
English and maths which are valued by employers

• free courses for you and your family to learn and 
enjoy together

• hundreds of courses at reduced costs to help you 
return to learning

• Apprenticeship programmes. We are one of the 
largest local authority apprenticeship providers in 
the country

• learning programmes which will help you find your 
new career

We look forward to you joining one of our 
programmes.

We want you, your family and friends to have the best life possible and countless studies show how learning 
increases your life choices. That’s why learning is a key part of Gateshead Council’s commitment to making 
Gateshead a place where everyone thrives. People who learn are less likely to be in debt, are more likely to find 
employment and stay employed, have better physical, social and mental health, are more likely to have children 
who are successful in education and, of course, have a greater income. 

If you want to be successful in learning, you need to choose a high quality learning provider. Ofsted, Matrix 
Standards, National Centre for Diversity all rate us as ‘Good’.

LEVEL 4
and above

Specialist 
Skills
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 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre       
GBG09K8 Nerikomi Pottery 08/04/2020 £20.00 £20.00 Wed 10am-3:30pm 1 Level 1 

GBG09J0 One-Day Pottery Throwing: 
 Coaching  14/04/2020 £40.00 £40.00 Tue 10am-3:30pm 1 All

GBG09K0 One-Day Pottery Throwing 15/04/2020 £20.00 £20.00 Wed 10am-3:30pm 1 All 

GBG09G8 Introduction to Crochet 18/04/2020 £22.50 £22.50 Sat 10am-12noon 3 Entry 3 

GBG09F4 u Handmade Books with Marbling 18/04/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09F5 Brush Up on Acrylics 19/04/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09F6 u Needle Felt Landscapes 25/04/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09J6 Introduction to Silver Clay 25/04/2020 £15.00 £15.00 Sat 10am-2:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09F7 Brushing Up on Water Mixable Oils 26/04/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09F8 u Watercolour Landscapes 02/05/2020 £22.50 £22.50 Sat 10am-1pm 2 Entry 3 

GBG09F9 u Felt Mouse in a Suitcase 02/05/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09G0 Recycle/Remake: Cushions  
 from Sweaters  03/05/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09G1 Decorated Planters and Stepping  
 Stones in Clay  10/05/2020 £20.00 £20.00 Sun 1:30-4pm 2 Entry 3 

GBG09G2 u Needlefelt Animals 10/05/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09F0 Fabric Bag Making 16/05/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09G3 A Quilling Fantasy 16/05/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09A4 The Art of Calligraphy 23/05/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09G4 u Fabric Collage Brooches and  
 Keyrings  24/05/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09K1 Introduction to Pottery -  
 Coaching  26/05/2020 £40.00 £40.00 Tues 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09K2 Introduction to Pottery -  
 Coaching  27/05/2020 £40.00 £40.00 Wed 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09K9 Nerikomi Pottery 29/05/2020 £20.00 £20.00 Fri 10am-3:30pm 1 Level 1 

GBG09G5 u Watercolour Flowers 30/05/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG0983 Mosaics for Outdoors 31/05/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 1:30-4pm 2 Entry 3 

GBG09G6 Patchwork Star Cushion 06/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09E6 Silver Clay and Fused Glass  
 Pendant  06/06/2020 £15.00 £15.00 Sat 10am-2:30pm 1 Entry 3  

GBG0981 Introduction to Silver Clay 13/06/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09G7 Drawing from Life (Clothed model) 13/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3.30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09B4 Fused Glass  13/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09C8 Lino Printing  14/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09B2 Watercolour Portraits 20/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09G9 Embellish with Embroidery:  
 Botanical Designs 20/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09K3 Father’s Day Leather Workshop 21/06/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sun 12.30-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm   

PLEASE NOTE: Courses may be subject to material costs

u Tutor can use Sign language for Deaf learners     

Creative Craft Courses

Courses may be free for Jobseekers Allowance (JSA)  
or Employment and Support Allowance  

(ESA) recipients
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 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre continued       
GBG09B3 Wet Felting Paintings & Nuno  
 Felting  27/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09H0 Beginners Leatherwork 28/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09H1 Sculpture in Clay 04/07/2020 £30.00 £30.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09H2 u Pear Pincushion 04/07/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09B1 Fused Glass  04/07/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG0982 Crafting with Sea Glass and  
 Driftwood  05/07/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 1:30-4pm 2 Entry 3 

GBG09H3 u Card Making Stamping  
 Techniques  05/07/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09K4 Introduction to Pottery: Coaching 08/07/2020 £40.00 £40.00 Wed 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG0957 Throwing and Handbuilding 10/07/2020 £20.00 £20.00 Fri 10am-3:30pm 1 Level 1 

GBG09H4 Sculpt with Clay for Your Garden 11/07/2020 £30.00 £30.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09H5 u Quilt the Weekend Cushions and  
 Small Throws  11/07/2020 £37.50 £37.50 Sat/Sun 10am-3:30pm 2 Entry 3 

GBG0959 Throwing and Handbuilding in  
 Pottery  16/07/2020 £20.00 £20.00 Thurs 10am-3:30pm 1 Level 1 

GBG09J7 u Watercolour Landscapes 21/04/2020 £22.50 £22.50 Tues 12:30-3:30pm 2 Entry 3 

PBG0993 Ceramics at Teatime 21/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Tues 4:30-6:30pm 10 Level 1 

PBG0995 Modern Calligraphy (eve) 21/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Tues 6-8pm 10 Entry 3 

PGB09A4 Upcycle your Wardrobe: Sewing 21/04/2020 £75.00 £58.75 Tues 6-8:30pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG09B7 Dressmaking  22/04/2020 £75.00 £58.75 Wed 9:30am-12noon 10 Entry 3 

GBG09H6 Beginners and Intermediate  
 Pottery  23/04/2020 £97.25 £97.25 Thurs 12:30-3pm 10 Mixed

PBG0962 Beginners Silversmithing 23/04/2020 £75.00 £58.75 Thurs 3:30-6pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG09B6 Watercolour Landscapes for  
 Beginners  23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 6:30-08:30pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG0949 Introduction to Calligraphy 23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 6:30-08:30pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG0946 Portraiture: Beyond a Likeness 23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 6:30-08:30pm 10 Level 1 

PBG0950 Beginners Guitar 23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 6-8pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG0937 Drawing for All  24/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Fri 10am-12noon 10 Level 1 

PBG09B5 Beginners Working with Clay 24/04/2020 £75.00 £58.75 Fri 5:30-8pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG09B8 Beginners Fused Glass 24/04/2020 £37.50 £29.38 Fri 6-8:30pm 5 Entry 3 

PBG0990 Family Pottery: Crazy Clay  
 Creations - Handbuilding Pottery 02/05/2020 £25.60 £25.60 Sat 2-4pm 3 Entry 3  
 for Children

PBG0903 Beginners Stained Glass 02/05/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 4 Level 1 

GBG09J9 u Watercolour Flowers 05/05/2020 £22.50 £22.50 Tues 12:30-3:30pm 2 Entry 3 

GBG09J8 u Watercolour Animals 02/06/2020 £22.50 £22.50 Tues 12:30-3:30pm 2 Entry 3 

PBG0961 Pottery: Texture and Handbuilding 07/07/2020 £32.50 £26.00 Tues 10am-3:30pm 2 Level 1 

GBG09K5 Introduction to Pottery 15/07/2020 £40.00 £40.00 Wed 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09K6 Adult and Youth Pottery 20/07/2020 £120.00 £120.00 Mon-Wed 10am-3:30pm 3 Entry 3 

GBG09K7 Adult and Youth Pottery 27/07/2020 £120.00 £120.00 Mon-Wed 10am-3:30pm 3 Entry 3 

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 
weekdays from 9.30am-4pm   

PLEASE NOTE: Courses may be subject to material costs

Courses may be free for Jobseekers Allowance (JSA) 
or Employment and Support Allowance  

(ESA) recipients
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 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre continued       
GBG09B3 Wet Felting Paintings & Nuno  
 Felting  27/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09H0 Beginners Leatherwork 28/06/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09H1 Sculpture in Clay 04/07/2020 £30.00 £30.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09H2 u Pear Pincushion 04/07/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09B1 Fused Glass  04/07/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG0982 Crafting with Sea Glass and  
 Driftwood  05/07/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 1:30-4pm 2 Entry 3 

GBG09H3 u Card Making Stamping  
 Techniques  05/07/2020 £18.75 £18.75 Sun 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09K4 Introduction to Pottery: Coaching 08/07/2020 £40.00 £40.00 Wed 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG0957 Throwing and Handbuilding 10/07/2020 £20.00 £20.00 Fri 10am-3:30pm 1 Level 1 

GBG09H4 Sculpt with Clay for Your Garden 11/07/2020 £30.00 £30.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09H5 u Quilt the Weekend Cushions and  
 Small Throws  11/07/2020 £37.50 £37.50 Sat/Sun 10am-3:30pm 2 Entry 3 

GBG0959 Throwing and Handbuilding in  
 Pottery  16/07/2020 £20.00 £20.00 Thurs 10am-3:30pm 1 Level 1 

GBG09J7 u Watercolour Landscapes 21/04/2020 £22.50 £22.50 Tues 12:30-3:30pm 2 Entry 3 

PBG0993 Ceramics at Teatime 21/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Tues 4:30-6:30pm 10 Level 1 

PBG0995 Modern Calligraphy (eve) 21/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Tues 6-8pm 10 Entry 3 

PGB09A4 Upcycle your Wardrobe: Sewing 21/04/2020 £75.00 £58.75 Tues 6-8:30pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG09B7 Dressmaking  22/04/2020 £75.00 £58.75 Wed 9:30am-12noon 10 Entry 3 

GBG09H6 Beginners and Intermediate  
 Pottery  23/04/2020 £97.25 £97.25 Thurs 12:30-3pm 10 Mixed

PBG0962 Beginners Silversmithing 23/04/2020 £75.00 £58.75 Thurs 3:30-6pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG09B6 Watercolour Landscapes for  
 Beginners  23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 6:30-08:30pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG0949 Introduction to Calligraphy 23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 6:30-08:30pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG0946 Portraiture: Beyond a Likeness 23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 6:30-08:30pm 10 Level 1 

PBG0950 Beginners Guitar 23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 6-8pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG0937 Drawing for All  24/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Fri 10am-12noon 10 Level 1 

PBG09B5 Beginners Working with Clay 24/04/2020 £75.00 £58.75 Fri 5:30-8pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG09B8 Beginners Fused Glass 24/04/2020 £37.50 £29.38 Fri 6-8:30pm 5 Entry 3 

PBG0990 Family Pottery: Crazy Clay  
 Creations - Handbuilding Pottery 02/05/2020 £25.60 £25.60 Sat 2-4pm 3 Entry 3  
 for Children

PBG0903 Beginners Stained Glass 02/05/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Sat 10am-3:30pm 4 Level 1 

GBG09J9 u Watercolour Flowers 05/05/2020 £22.50 £22.50 Tues 12:30-3:30pm 2 Entry 3 

GBG09J8 u Watercolour Animals 02/06/2020 £22.50 £22.50 Tues 12:30-3:30pm 2 Entry 3 

PBG0961 Pottery: Texture and Handbuilding 07/07/2020 £32.50 £26.00 Tues 10am-3:30pm 2 Level 1 

GBG09K5 Introduction to Pottery 15/07/2020 £40.00 £40.00 Wed 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GBG09K6 Adult and Youth Pottery 20/07/2020 £120.00 £120.00 Mon-Wed 10am-3:30pm 3 Entry 3 

GBG09K7 Adult and Youth Pottery 27/07/2020 £120.00 £120.00 Mon-Wed 10am-3:30pm 3 Entry 3 

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 
weekdays from 9.30am-4pm   

PLEASE NOTE: Courses may be subject to material costs

Courses may be free for Jobseekers Allowance (JSA) 
or Employment and Support Allowance  

(ESA) recipients
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 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Blackhall Mill Community Centre     
PBK0901 Watercolour Painting Techniques 23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 1-3pm 10 Entry 3 

         
Gateshead Clubhouse (Arts for Well-Being)       
PWQ0904 Stress-Free Painting for  
 Relaxation and Pleasure 20/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Mon 1-3pm 10 Entry 3 

PWQ0908 Bollywood Dance 21/04/2020 £30.00 £23.50 Tues 10.30-11.30am 10 Entry 3 

PWQ0906 Play the Ukulele 22/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Wed 1-3pm 10 Entry 3 

 
Re-Co-Co (Arts for Well-Being)       
PRX0902 Introduction to Painting and Drawing 24/04/2020 £30.00 £23.50 Fri 10am-12noon 5 Entry 3 

GRX0905 Festival of Flowers: Inspired  
 Crafts  04/07/2020 18.75 18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

GRX0904 Recycle Anything: Decoupage 11/07/2020 18.75 18.75 Sat 10am-3:30pm 1 Entry 3 

 
Gateshead Interchange Centre       
PGU1439 Family Easter Crafts 08/04/2020 FREE FREE Wed 10am-11am 1 Entry 3 

PGU1440 Family Summer Crafts 06/08/2020 FREE FREE Thurs 10am-12noon 1 Entry 3 

 
Gateshead Muslim Centre       
PMU0903 Asian Dressmaking @ The  
 Muslim Centre  21/04/2020 £24.00 £18.80 Tues 1-3pm 4 Entry 3 

 
Wrekenton Hub       
PWK0909 Construct Your Own  
 Dressmaking Pattern 21/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Tues 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3 

Apply to the Dawn Brown Fund for materials costs up to £50 per term, simply go 
to www.dawnbrownfund.org and complete the application form. Applicants do not 

need to be receiving benefits to apply. 
For further information please call Chris O’Toole 0191 433 6487.

Would you like to enrol on a creative course 
with us but can’t afford the materials?

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 
weekdays from 9.30am-4pm   

PLEASE NOTE: Courses may be subject to material costs

Courses may be free for Jobseekers Allowance (JSA)  
or Employment and Support Allowance  

(ESA) recipients

Are you unemployed but want to find work?
We can help you gain the skills you need, improve your confidence,  

and take the next steps in to work. Call 0191 433 8805 for more information.



A VOCATIONAL CUR�ICULUM FOR 15 - 25 YEAR OLDS
APPRENTICESHIPS
A full time job with training, we have apprentices in hundreds of North East 
businesses and have jobs waiting for young people with the right knowledge and 
skills.

TRAINEESHIPS
6 weeks - 6 month programme of training and a work placement within your chosen 
industry. Students who are successful progress into apprenticeships. 
Travel expenses paid.

STUDY PROGRAMMES
Ready 4 Work - get the skills new employers demand! A 6 month training 
programme with no entry qualifications required. Travel expenses paid. 

‘The Traineeship has made me feel confident to find a job and I’ve only been here 3 weeks’ 

‘Great possibilities for apprenticeships and very friendly staff’

‘I have really enjoyed learning new skills in construction’

Contact 0191 433 8727 Gateshead Interchange  NE8 1BH 

 2604-MC-Feb2020

Customer Service

Hairdressing & Barbering

Beauty

Health & Social Care

 Business Administration

Teaching Assistant

Retail 

Construction
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Please ring 0191 433 8761 to book your place.

Level 1 Health and Safety in the 
Construction Environment 

A FREE well-being course to support you to deal  
with the everyday stresses of life.

Starting Tuesday 21 April 2020 
10 - 11.30am for 5 weeks 

Gateshead Interchange learningSkills Centre 

Online course and exam £60
Ring 0191 433 8646 for details

The cheapest in the North East!

A VOCATIONAL CUR�ICULUM FOR 15 - 25 YEAR OLDS
APPRENTICESHIPS
A full time job with training, we have apprentices in hundreds of North East 
businesses and have jobs waiting for young people with the right knowledge and 
skills.

TRAINEESHIPS
6 weeks - 6 month programme of training and a work placement within your chosen 
industry. Students who are successful progress into apprenticeships. 
Travel expenses paid.

STUDY PROGRAMMES
Ready 4 Work - get the skills new employers demand! A 6 month training 
programme with no entry qualifications required. Travel expenses paid. 

‘The Traineeship has made me feel confident to find a job and I’ve only been here 3 weeks’ 

‘Great possibilities for apprenticeships and very friendly staff’

‘I have really enjoyed learning new skills in construction’

Contact 0191 433 8727 Gateshead Interchange  NE8 1BH 

 2604-MC-Feb2020

Customer Service

Hairdressing & Barbering

Beauty

Health & Social Care

 Business Administration

Teaching Assistant

Retail 

Construction
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Vocational Learning
Learning in the workplace or for work
We have a range of qualifications that will help you to develop your knowledge and skills at work while 
gaining national recognition for the work you already do. We offer NVQs, awards, certificates, diplomas and 
apprenticeships in a range of occupational areas. NVQ qualifications can only be delivered in the workplace. 
Please contact us for further details on these courses and to find out how we can support you further.

Full-time or part-time Level 6 Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) available.  

For further information, including flexible start/study options, please contact us. 

Level 3 programmes may be eligible for an Advanced Learning Loan.

For further details, call: 0191 433 8516 or email learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk

Looking for an apprenticeship? 
Then we need you!
Gateshead Council learningSkills has employers looking  
for apprentices in:

l  Business Administration

l  ICT and Digital Skills

l  Teaching Assistant

Join Gateshead  
Council learningSkills’ 

Apprentice Pool 
to fast track into an apprenticeship 

with a local employer.  

For more information, call NOW on: 0191 433 
8727 email: apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk

l Customer Service

l Waste Operations

l  Events

Range of NVQs, Awards, Certificates, Level Day No of weeks Cost
Diplomas and Apprenticeships

Advice and Guidance Support 3, 4, 6 Flexible  Approx 12-18 months Flexible

Community Activator Coach 2 Flexible  Approx 12-18 months Flexible

Early Years 2, 3 Flexible  Approx 12-18 months Flexible

Business Administration 2, 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 12-18 months Flexible

Career Development Professional 6 Flexible Approx 18-24 months Flexible 

Cleaning and Environmental Support Services 2 Flexible  Approx 12-18 months Flexible

Customer Service 2, 3, 4 Flexible  Approx 12-18 months Flexible

Employment Advisor Level 4 4 TBC  Approx 12-18 months TBC

Events 3 Flexible  Approx 12-18 months Flexible

Information Technology / Digital Skills 1, 2, 3  Flexible  Approx 12-18 months Flexible

Management 3, 5  Flexible  Approx 15-21 months Flexible

Team Leading 3 Flexible  Approx 12-18 months Flexible

Teaching Assistant 2,3 TBC  Approx 12-18 months TBC

IT Technical Salesperson 3 TBC  Approx 12-18 months TBC

School Business Professional 4 TBC  Approx 12-18 montshs TBC

Waste Resource Operative 2 TBC  Approx 12-18 months TBC

Personal Trainer  3 TBA Approx. 12-18 months TBC

Learning Mentor  3 TBA 12 months TBC

Assessor/Coach  4 TBA Approx. 12-18 months TBC

Learning and Skills Practitioner 5 TBC 24 months TBC
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FREE award winning apprentice 
recruitment service

Government-funded training for businesses
Cash incentives available

Call The Business Development Team NOW for advice  
on how we can help your business.

0191 433 8727 apprenticeships@gateshead.gov.uk

Read real success stories at www.gateshead.gov.uk/apprenticeships

* Apprentice must be 16-18 years old.  Terms and conditions apply

Gateshead Council is delivering high quality Government 
funded training to businesses across the North East.  You 
could access funding to train your current workforce, or to 
employ a new apprentice.  

Training is available in:

l  Business Admin & ICT
l  Retail & Customer Service
l  Digital Marketing
l  Leadership & Management
l  Sport & Fitness
l  Plus much more

Have you ever wanted to teach?  
Why not consider teaching in further education – post 16?

For information, call Nicola McDougal 0191 433 8677 or email nicolamcdougal@gateshead.gov.uk

  Level 3 Award in Education and Training
This qualification will give you the knowledge and confidence to prepare 
you to teach in post 16 education. It is ideal for anyone who delivers 
training in the workplace or for those who would like to teach in further 
education. Little or no experience is required as this course will support 
and develop the skills and strategies required.

  Level 4 Certificate in Education and Training
This qualification aims to prepare trainee teachers to teach in a range of 
contexts within further education. It is designed for those who are currently 
teaching in either a paid or voluntary capacity and will develop teaching 
and learning pedagogy, reflective practice alongside knowledge and 
understanding of equality, diversity, inclusion and associated legislation.

Thursdays, 5 - 8pm from 12 March 2020
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education. Little or no experience is required as this course will support 
and develop the skills and strategies required.

  Level 4 Certificate in Education and Training
This qualification aims to prepare trainee teachers to teach in a range of 
contexts within further education. It is designed for those who are currently 
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Thursdays, 5 - 8pm from 12 March 2020



10         Enrol online www.starttolearn.uk                                                                                                             Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/learningSkillsNE 

Community Learning

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9:30am-4pm          Cookery
 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 

Day
 Start No of    

Level 
 

 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre      
GBG0704 Cooking on a Budget 21/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Tues 1-3pm 10 Entry 3 

 
Gateshead Clubhouse       
PWQ0701 Clubhouse Cookery 24/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Fri 12:30-2:30pm 10 Entry 3 

 
Salvation Army Community Centre       
GTT0701 Cook Asian! Curries from Scratch 18/04/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

PTT0701 One-Pot Family Meals 23/04/2020 FREE FREE Thurs 1-3pm 5 Entry 3 

PTT0702 Cooking on a Budget 24/04/2020 FREE FREE Fri 1-3pm 5 Entry 3 

GTT0702 Cook Asian! Vegetarian Daal 3  
 Different ways  25/04/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0703 Cook Asian! Pakistani Lamb  
 Pilau  02/05/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0704 Cook Asian! Indian Biryani 06/06/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3  

GTT0705 Cook Asian! Indian Aubergine  
 3 Different Ways 20/06/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0706 Cook Asian! Thai Green Curry 27/06/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0707 Cook Asian! Bangladeshi  
 'Chicken Roost'  04/07/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0708 Cook Asian! Bangladeshi 18/07/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3  
 Freshwater Fish Masala 

PLEASE NOTE: Courses may be subject to material costs

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9:30am-4pm

History and Science

 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre      
PBG1002 Family History from the Internet 22/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Wed 11am-1pm 10 Entry 3 

u Tutor can use Sign language for Deaf learners     

Courses may be free for Jobseekers Allowance (JSA) 
or Employment and Support Allowance  

(ESA) recipients
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Are you worried about someone who...

NOTICE  CHECK  SHARE

Is being pressurised to 
do something that makes 

them feel uneasy?

Is being 
threatened, harassed 

or bullied?

Shows signs of 
extremist or radical 

behaviour?

Is experiencing 
discrimination,

abuse or neglect?

Isn’t being 
safe online?

Doing nothing isn’t an option. 
If you notice something, check it and share it with 
your tutor or learningSkills safeguarding officer.

“It’s probably 
nothing, but...” 

For concerns relating to safeguarding or prevent 0191 433 8646 - Mon-Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9.30am-4pm          

Health, Leisure and Relaxation

 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre
PBG0803 Yoga  22/04/2020 £45.00 £35.35 Wed 6:30-8pm 10 Entry 1 

 
The Elgin Centre       
PEG0801 Personal Fitness Training and  
 Nutrition  22/04/2020 £45.00 £35.35 Wed 7-8:30pm 10 Entry 3 

 
Gateshead Muslim Centre       
PMU0802 Yoga  23/04/2020 £45.00 £35.35 Thurs 10am-11.30am 10 Entry 3 

 
State of the Art at the Dryden Centre       
PAR 1401 Baby Massage  20/04/2020 FREE FREE Mon 1:30-2:30pm 5 Entry 3 

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9:30am-4pm          

Languages

 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre
PBG1204 Beginners Spanish 20/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Mon 6:30-8:30pm 10 Entry 3 

PBG1203 u Beginners Sign Language and  
 Deaf awareness 20/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Mon 6:30-8:30pm 10 Entry 3 

 
Chopwell Community Centre       
PCW1202 Beginners French (Eve) 21/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Tues 6:30-8:30pm 10 Entry 3 

PCW1203 Beginners French (Day) 22/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Wed 1-3pm 10 Entry 3 

 
Gateshead Interchange Centre       
PGU1210 Beginners Spanish 21/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Tues 6:30-8:30pm 10 Entry 3 

PGU1201 Improvers Spanish 22/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Wed 6:30-8:30pm 10 Level 1 
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Community Learning

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9:30am-4pm          Cookery
 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 

Day
 Start No of    

Level 
 

 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre      
GBG0704 Cooking on a Budget 21/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Tues 1-3pm 10 Entry 3 
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PTT0701 One-Pot Family Meals 23/04/2020 FREE FREE Thurs 1-3pm 5 Entry 3 

PTT0702 Cooking on a Budget 24/04/2020 FREE FREE Fri 1-3pm 5 Entry 3 

GTT0702 Cook Asian! Vegetarian Daal 3  
 Different ways  25/04/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0703 Cook Asian! Pakistani Lamb  
 Pilau  02/05/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0704 Cook Asian! Indian Biryani 06/06/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3  

GTT0705 Cook Asian! Indian Aubergine  
 3 Different Ways 20/06/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0706 Cook Asian! Thai Green Curry 27/06/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0707 Cook Asian! Bangladeshi  
 'Chicken Roost'  04/07/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3 

GTT0708 Cook Asian! Bangladeshi 18/07/2020 £11.25 £11.25 Sat 10am-1pm 1 Entry 3  
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PLEASE NOTE: Courses may be subject to material costs

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9:30am-4pm

History and Science

 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Bensham Grove Community Centre      
PBG1002 Family History from the Internet 22/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Wed 11am-1pm 10 Entry 3 

u Tutor can use Sign language for Deaf learners     

Courses may be free for Jobseekers Allowance (JSA) 
or Employment and Support Allowance  
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 code  title date fee fee  time weeks
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12        Enrol online www.starttolearn.uk                                                                                                             Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/learningSkillsNE 

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9:30am-4pm          

Digital Skills

To qualify you will need to be:
• Aged 19 or over at the start of your course
• Resident in the UK for three years prior to the start of the course
• Enrolling on a course at Level 3 or above

If you are aged 19 or above and interested in studying a level 3, 4 or 5 qualification,  
you may not need to pay course fees and may be eligible for a bursary to cover the  
cost of your course resources.

Advanced Learning Loans are similar to higher education loans  
but are now available for further education students. You won’t  
have to pay anything back until you’re earning over £25,725 a year.

For more information, visit:  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/advancedlearningloans or call 0191 433 8646.

Advanced Learning Loans

 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Birtley Hub
PBM0601 Learn to Use your Laptop, iPad  
 or Tablet  23/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Thurs 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3   

 
Bensham Grove Community Centre       
PBG0601 An Introduction to Laptops,   
 iPads and Tablets 22/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Wed 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3 

 
Gateshead Interchange Centre       
SFLICT ICT Test Gateshead 21/04/2020            Ask for Details Tues 9:30am-11:30am 10 Entry 3 

SFLICT ICT Test Gateshead 21/04/2020            Ask for Details Tues 1-3pm 10 Entry 1/2 

SFLICT ICT Test Gateshead 22/04/2020            Ask for Details Wed 1-3pm 10 Entry 3 

 
Headworks @ The Civic Centre       
SFLICT ICT Test Gateshead 20/04/2020             Ask for Details Mon 10am-1noon  Entry 3 

SFLICT ICT Test Gateshead 20/04/2020             Ask for Details Mon 1-2.30pm  Entry1/2 

SFLICT ICT Test Gateshead 22/04/2020            Ask for Details Wed 9:30am-11:30am  Level 1  

SFLICT ICT Test Gateshead 23/04/2020            Ask for Details Thurs 10am-12noon  Level 2 

SFLICT ICT Test Gateshead 23/04/2020            Ask for Details Thurs 1-3pm  Level 2 

 
Pattinson House - Felling       
PPF0601 Beginners Digital Skills 20/04/2020 £45.00 £35.25 Mon 1-2:30pm 10 Entry 3  

 
Salvation Army Community Centre       
PTT0601 Beginners Digital Skills 24/04/2020 £60.00 £47.00 Fri 10am-12noon 10 Entry 3 

 
State of the Art at the Dryden Centre       
LG41422 The Digital Age and Me 03/07/2020 FREE FREE Fri 9:30am-11:30am 1 Entry 3 
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 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks

Birtley Hub
PHU1401 Volunteering Skills 15/05/2020 FREE FREE Fri 10am-12noon 5 Entry 3 

 
Gateshead Interchange Centre       
LGU1410 Introduction to Working in a  
 School  22/04/2020 FREE FREE Wed 9:30-11:30am 12 Entry 3 

LGU1421 Supporting Children with SEND  
 in Education  24/04/2020 FREE FREE Fri 1-3pm 8 Entry 3 

 
Salvation Army Community Centre       
PTT0101 Introduction to Counselling,  
 Mindfulness and Listening Skills 23/04/2020 FREE FREE Thurs 10am-12noon 5 Entry 3 

 
State of the Art at the Dryden Centre       
WAR1412 Family Mindfulness 28/04/2020 FREE FREE Tues 3:45-4:45pm 4 Entry 3 

 
The Dryden Centre       
FGU0104 Level 1 Award in Working with  
 Children   £252.00 £189.00 TBC TBC 10 Level 1 

FGU0105 Level 1 Award in Caring for  
 Children   £252.00 £189.00 TBC TBC 10 Level 1 

FGU0106 Level 1 Certificate in Caring for  
 Children   £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 1 

FDY0102 Level 2 Certificate for Children  
 and Young People’s Workforce  £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 2 

FGU0108 Level 2 NVQ Certificate in Activity  
 Leadership   £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 2 

FDY1304 Level 2 Certificate in Supporting  
 Teaching and Learning in Schools  £708.00 £531.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 2 

FGU0110 Level 3 Certificate in Supporting  
 Teaching and Learning in Schools  £1,800.00 £1,800.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 3 

FDY1303 Level 3 Diploma in Specialist  
 Support for Teaching and   £2,225.00 £2,225.00 TBC TBC 32 Level 3  
 Learning in Schools  

 
St Chad’s Community Centre       
FSC1406 L1 Award/Certificate/Diploma 22/04/2020 From From Wed 9:30-11:30am TBC Level 1  
 Caring For Children  £252.00 £189.00 

u Tutor can use Sign language for Deaf learners     

To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9:30am-4pm          

Teaching Counselling and Learning for Work

DID YOU KNOW....  Students who earn less than £16,009.50 per year* 
can enrol on any accredited course at level 2 or below FREE of charge. 

Call 0191 433 8646 for further information.                         
 * Evidence of income required.
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 Start No of    
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks
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 School  22/04/2020 FREE FREE Wed 9:30-11:30am 12 Entry 3 

LGU1421 Supporting Children with SEND  
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State of the Art at the Dryden Centre       
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The Dryden Centre       
FGU0104 Level 1 Award in Working with  
 Children   £252.00 £189.00 TBC TBC 10 Level 1 
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FGU0106 Level 1 Certificate in Caring for  
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 Caring For Children  £252.00 £189.00 
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Call 0191 433 8646 for further information.                         
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To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9:30am-4pm          

Skills for Life

 Course  Programme Start Course Over 60 
Day

 Start No of        
Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks  

Gateshead Interchange learningSkills Centre       
SFLENG Functional Skills English 20/04/2020 Ask for details Mon 9.30-11:30am 12 E3/L1   

SFLMATH Functional Skills Maths 20/04/2020 Ask for details Mon 1:30-3:30pm 12 L1/L2   

SFLMATH Build Your Confidence in Maths 21/04/2020 Ask for details Tues 9.30-11:30am 12 E3/L1   

SFLENG Reading Club  21/04/2020 Ask for details Tues 10am-12noon 12 Entry1 

SFL MATH Build Your Confidence in Maths 21/04/2020 Ask for details Tues 1-3pm 12 E1/E2 

SFL MATH Build Your Confidence in Maths 21/04/2020 Ask for details Tues 1-3pm 12 E2/E3 

SFLENG Build Your Confidence in English 22/04/2020 Ask for details Wed 12:30-2:30pm 12 L1/L2   

SFLENG Build Your Confidence in English 23/04/2020 Ask for details Thurs 1am-3pm 11 L1/L2   

SFLENG Reading for Life  23/04/2020 Ask for details Thurs 10am-12noon 12 Entry 1  

SFLENG Second Steps in English 23/04/2020 Ask for details Thurs 1-3pm 11 E3/L1   

SFLMATH Step up to Level 1 Maths 23/04/2020 Ask for details Thurs 1:30-3:30pm 11 E3/L1   

SFLMATH Functional Maths 23/04/2020 Ask for details Thurs 9.30-11:30am 11 Level 2 

SFLENG Move on in English 24/04/2020 Ask for details Fri 12:30-2:30pm 12 E2/E3  

 
Headworks@ The Civic Centre       
SFLTG Test Gateshead  21/04/2020 FREE FREE Tues 9:30am-12noon  L1/L2   

SFLTG Test Gateshead  22/04/2020 FREE FREE Wed 1:30-4pm  L1/L2   

SFLTG Test Gateshead  23/04/2020 FREE FREE Thurs 4:30-7pm  L1/L2   

SFLMATH Functional Maths 24/04/2020 FREE FREE Fri 9:30-11:30am 11 L1/L2   

National qualifications 
in English and maths  
Equivalent to the level of a GCSE

FREE tests are held on site at regular 
intervals and our highly qualified tutors will 
help you prepare for it.  Drop-in sessions at:

l  Gateshead Civic Centre  
-  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Improve your career prospects...  
Get a certificate... 
Boost your confidence

For more information contact: 0191 433 8738 email: learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk
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(English for Speakers of Other Languages)
ESOL Assessment

Need help with your English?
 
Do you want to improve your speaking/ 
listening, reading and writing?

Do you want to improve your vocabulary,  
grammar and spelling?

Do you want a recognised qualification?

Come and talk to one of our friendly ESOL tutors and  
get a free English assessment. We will help you find an  
English course.

To book an appointment contact Gateshead Council learningSkills:

Telephone: 0191 433 8738    Email: learningskills@gateshead.gov.uk

Take the Functional Skills 
Challenge and aim to achieve 
a national qualification in ICT.

All of our sessions include a blend 
of informal learning tailored to your 
individual needs, at flexible times to fit 
the demands of everyday life.

For more information call  
0191 433 8738 or email  
learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk
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To enrol call 0191 433 8646 or 0191 433 6450 weekdays from 9:30am-4pm          
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Level 

 
 code  title date fee fee  time weeks  
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Headworks@ The Civic Centre       
SFLTG Test Gateshead  21/04/2020 FREE FREE Tues 9:30am-12noon  L1/L2   

SFLTG Test Gateshead  22/04/2020 FREE FREE Wed 1:30-4pm  L1/L2   

SFLTG Test Gateshead  23/04/2020 FREE FREE Thurs 4:30-7pm  L1/L2   

SFLMATH Functional Maths 24/04/2020 FREE FREE Fri 9:30-11:30am 11 L1/L2   

National qualifications 
in English and maths  
Equivalent to the level of a GCSE

FREE tests are held on site at regular 
intervals and our highly qualified tutors will 
help you prepare for it.  Drop-in sessions at:

l  Gateshead Civic Centre  
-  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Improve your career prospects...  
Get a certificate... 
Boost your confidence

For more information contact: 0191 433 8738 email: learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk
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(English for Speakers of Other Languages)
ESOL Assessment

Need help with your English?
 
Do you want to improve your speaking/ 
listening, reading and writing?

Do you want to improve your vocabulary,  
grammar and spelling?

Do you want a recognised qualification?

Come and talk to one of our friendly ESOL tutors and  
get a free English assessment. We will help you find an  
English course.

To book an appointment contact Gateshead Council learningSkills:

Telephone: 0191 433 8738    Email: learningskills@gateshead.gov.uk

Take the Functional Skills 
Challenge and aim to achieve 
a national qualification in ICT.

All of our sessions include a blend 
of informal learning tailored to your 
individual needs, at flexible times to fit 
the demands of everyday life.

For more information call  
0191 433 8738 or email  
learningSkills@gateshead.gov.uk



Level 2 Award in Mental Health Awareness
The purpose of this qualification is to provide learners with an understanding and awareness of mental health, 
common mental health disorders and issues, help reduce stigma and discrimination and encourage people to talk 
about mental health. Furthermore, the qualification should provide learners with the ability to apply their knowledge 
of mental health through recognising and responding to the signs of mental ill health in themselves and others and be 
able to offer mental health first aid to people experiencing mental ill health.

Mental Health Awareness
Understand mental health

• Define mental health
• Describe the mental health continuum

• Outline stigma and discrimination in relation to mental ill 
health

• Identify common misconceptions surrounding mental 
health

• Describe the role of the media in the portrayal of mental 
health

• Outline key statistical data in relation to mental health
• Outline the duty of care

Understand mental health disorders

Identify the main signs and symptoms of common mental 
health disorders and mental health problems to include:

• Depression

• Anxiety disorders: stress, phobias and post-traumatic 
stress disorder

• Schizophrenia

• Eating disorders: anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa

• Addiction and substance misuse

• Bereavement

• Self-harm

Identify common treatments and interventions used to 
manage mental health and mental ill health.

• Describe the main risk factors associated with mental ill 
health

• Understand the support and advice available for mental ill 
health

• Identify credible sources of information, support and 
guidance

• Identify credible organisations offering support services

• Identify appropriate responses that can be made to 
support someone with mental ill health

Mental Health First Aid
• Recognise and respond to the signs of mental ill health in 

themselves and others

• Recognise the signs of mental ill health

• Provide initial help to a person experiencing mental ill 
health

• Signpost appropriate sources of help

• Escalate situations when a person may be at risk of harm 
to themselves or others

• Promote good mental health

The Gateshead Housing Company offers a range of FREE short 
courses that help to improve your health and wellbeing and make 
Gateshead a place where everyone thrives. See our full list of courses 
on the ‘Get Involved’ section of our website at:  
www.gatesheadhousing.co.uk
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To register for a course or for further information contact the Customer Involvement 
Team on 0191 433 5357 or email involve@gatesheadhousing.co.uk

Please note, priority is given to tenants and leaseholders  
of  The Gateshead Housing Company should courses become  
over-subscribed.

moving forward

Dates:  Mondays 4 May 2020 and 11 May 2020 
             (must attend both days)

Time:   9:30am – 4:30pm

Venue: The Dryden Centre (SOTA building),  
              Evistones Road, Gateshead, NE9 5UR

Cost:     £150.00 per person

Assessment: On-line test

To book or for more information, please call 0191 433 8646 

moving forwardwith free short courses for you

2020/21

OpenDoor Club
An exciting extra-curricular activity for 
young people with a learning difficulty 
or Autism.  

Activities include:

l  Sports and Games

l  Healthy Eating

l  Crafts

l  Speaking Up

For young people age 16+. 

No weekly cost, small payment if there is an 
off-site activity.

Mondays, 3:30-5pm at  
State of the Art @ the Dryden Centre. 

Contact 0191 433 8528  
for more information

l Independent  
Living

l Visits and 
Outings
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learningSkills programmes for people with learning disabilities

Our exciting programmes run 
throughout the year from a range of 
community venues. 
We have a choice of courses including an Internship 
that has an employment placement for 16-24 year olds, 
and sessional courses for people of all ages. These 
include communication and ICT through to enterprise 
and employment skills.

We have something to suit every interest and courses 
are free to people on ESA and other benefits. We also 
have programmes for people interested in a range 
of employability programmes: catering, gardening, 
customer services and care.

Throughout the year we recruit young people onto our 
Internship and Apprenticeship programmes. Please get 
in touch with us if you have an Education and Health 
Care Plan and would like to find out how we support 
young people into work.

OpenDoor  

To find out more, contact 

opendoor@gateshead.gov.uk 
or call 0191 433 8646

Gateshead Interchange  
learningSkills Centre
Monday to Friday,  
10am - 2pm

Selling homemade treats, sandwiches,  
homemade soup and a variety of drinks.  

Why not come along and try some of our 
home made goodies. Rated 5* for food 
hygiene.



OpenDoor Club
An exciting extra-curricular activity for 
young people with a learning difficulty 
or Autism.  

Activities include:

l  Sports and Games

l  Healthy Eating
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For young people age 16+. 

No weekly cost, small payment if there is an 
off-site activity.

Mondays, 3:30-5pm at  
State of the Art @ the Dryden Centre. 

Contact 0191 433 8528  
for more information

l Independent  
Living

l Visits and 
Outings
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in touch with us if you have an Education and Health 
Care Plan and would like to find out how we support 
young people into work.

OpenDoor  

To find out more, contact 

opendoor@gateshead.gov.uk 
or call 0191 433 8646

Gateshead Interchange  
learningSkills Centre
Monday to Friday,  
10am - 2pm

Selling homemade treats, sandwiches,  
homemade soup and a variety of drinks.  

Why not come along and try some of our 
home made goodies. Rated 5* for food 
hygiene.



Baby Massage
Monday 20 April 2020 for 5 weeks, 1:30-2:30pm

State of the Art@The Dryden Centre 

Baby massage is a parenting 
tradition practiced in many 
cultures. It promotes bonding, 
interaction and communication 
and can help reduce colic, wind 
and constipation as well as aid 
sleep. Parents and carers will 
learn a variety of massages 
routines and gentle movements.

An Introduction to Working in a School
Wednesday 22 April 2020 for 12 weeks, 9:30-1:30am

learningSkills Interchange Centre 

Do you want to work with children and young people?  
Have you ever considered working in a school? This 12-
week course will give you an insight into school practice, 
policies and procedures. It will give a taster of the teaching 
methods used in different key stages particularly around the 
teaching of maths and English. You will look at the role and 
responsibilities of key members of staff and expert tutors will 
guide and direct you with careers advice and guidance.

Level 1 Award / Certificate / Diploma 
in Caring for Children  
(Accredited by City and Guilds)

Wednesday 23 April 2020, 9:30-11:30am

St Chad’s Community Centre 

Do you want to work in a playgroup or creche? Are you 
interested in developing parenting skills or learning about 
play activities? This accredited course will allow you to learn, 
develop and practice the skills required for employment in 
childcare.

Family Mindfulness
Tuesday 28 April 2020 for 4 weeks, 3:45-4:45pm

State of the Art@The Dryden Centre 

Come and join in family learning in this fun interactive 
course which is designed to promote wellness for the 
whole family. We will explore our own wellness through fun 
activities and short meditations. Suitable for families and 
carers with children 6 – 12 years. 

Supporting Children with SEND 
in Education
Friday 24 April for 8 weeks (term time only), 1-3pm

learningSkills Interchange Centre 

Come and learn more about specific learning difficulties, 
how to support the needs of children and young people with 
special educational needs and disabilities; making a variety 
of resources to take home.

Family Pottery
Crazy Clay Creations: 
hand building pottery 
for children

2, 9 and 30 May 2020, 2-4pm

Cost is £25.60 for one adult and 
one child plus £7.50 materials 
charge payable on the day.   
Please, ask for the cost of 
additional people. 

Family Pottery is a wonderful activity for children and 
parents to work together in a creative way that is a lot of fun.  
These classes are very popular, be sure to book early.

Family Easter Crafts 
(Children aged 3-11 years)

Wednesday 8 April 2020,  
10-11am

learningSkills Interchange 
Centre

The Digital Age and Me
Friday 3 July 2020, 9:30-11:30am

State of the Art@The Dryden 
Centre 

Do you worry about the 
impact of digital technology on 
children and young people? If 
so then this course is right for 
you: It will include:

• Safeguarding in the digital age

• The impact of social media on mental health and wellbeing

• Digital footprints 

• Sexting and peer pressure
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Family Learning
Family Learning activities are designed to engage families in different ways and explore how you can learn 
while having fun. All activities and materials are free and are designed to help you to keep up to date with your 
children’s learning. There is something for everyone. All activities are suitable for mothers, fathers, grandparents, 
carers and their children. 



Mental Health Awareness 
(Adults only)

Monday 1 June until Monday 6 July 2020 (6 weeks)

1-3pm

learningSkills Interchange Centre 

This course will provide learners with an understanding 
and awareness of mental health, common mental health 
disorders as well as to help reduce the stigma and support  
to recognise and respond to the signs of mental ill health.

There will also be the chance to progress onto an  
accredited course. 

Wizardry Science for Muggles
(Children 3-11 years must be accompanied by an 
adult)

Wednesday 29 July and Wednesday 12 August 2020

10-11:30am

learningSkills Interchange Centre

Summer Crafts 
(Children 3-11 years must be accompanied by an 
adult)

Thursday 6 August 2020, 10am-12noon

learningSkills Interchange Centre
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To book or for more information, please call 0191 433 8646  
(unless otherwise stated) or email familylearning@gateshead.gov.uk

Like us on facebook Family 
Learning Gateshead

Adults must accompany children and children must be accompanied by adults.

In addition to the community courses taking place, we will be working in partnership with primary and secondary schools 
to develop Family English, maths, science and language programmes. 

They are a great way to find out how you can support your children with their school work, finding out how to help them 
with their SATs, as well as improving your own skills. There are accredited courses to help you get back into work.

You can also gain qualifications in Functional Skills at level 1 in English and maths.

Dungeons & Dragons for kids and parents
Are your children (or you!) interested in playing games together,  
weaving imaginative stories and using their brains to solve  
problems? 

If you’d like to spend some time with each other battling magical 
monsters and exploring strange lands, please sign up to attend 
a session where you’ll work together alongside other families to 
complete a mystical quest run by our mysterious DungeonMaster…. 
If you can attend all three sessions in a week, you’ll see the whole 
story from beginning to end.

Dungeons and Dragons is the classic fantasy role-playing game first created 
in the 1970s but currently enjoying a popularity explosion due to Netflix’s 
STRANGER THINGS: it’s also been shown to benefit young people’s social and 
teamwork skills, alongside building language and maths abilities.  
It is also loads of fun!  We’ll provide all the materials,  
just bring yourself and a desire for adventure. DATES

JULY  Monday 20, Wednesday 22, Friday 24

AUGUST  Monday 17, Wednesday 19, Friday 21
 Monday 24, Wednesday 26, Friday 28

1pm – 2:30pm

learningSkills Interchange Centre

For more information contact:  
michaelthompson@gateshead.gov.uk 

Recommended for parents and children 7-11 years

Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate younger  
pre-school siblings during the sessions.
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This is a knowledge based qualification suitable for all 
support staff roles in school, including site staff and 
administrators, as well as those who work directly with 
children and young people.  It seeks to develop the 
knowledge and understanding that all those working in a 
school setting will need, and covers the following modules:

•  Children and young people’s development
•   Safeguarding the welfare of children and young people

•  Communication and professional relationships with  
 children, young people and adults

•  Equality, diversity and inclusion in work with children and  
 young people

•  Schools as organisations

As it is a knowledge based qualification, it can be taken by 
learners not yet employed in a school, as well as providing 
initial training/induction for those new in post.

Qualifications and Training for

Teaching Assistants
and Support Staff

n Level 2 Award in Support Work in Schools

This qualification is for those members of the school 
workforce who directly support the teaching and 
learning of pupils. The qualification incorporates the units 
in the Level 2 Award in Support Work in Schools and adds 
competence units to reflect the role of those supporting 
pupils’ learning as follows:

• Children and young people’s development

• Safeguarding the welfare of children and young people

• Communication and professional relationships with 
children, young people and adults

• Equality, diversity and inclusion in work with children 
and young people

• Schools as organisations

• Help improve own and team practice in schools

• Maintain and support relationships with children and 
young people

• Support children and young people’s health and safety

• Support children and young people’s positive behaviour

• Support learning activities

• Prepare and maintain learning environments

n Level 2 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools

This qualification is for those members of the school 
workforce who directly support the teaching and learning 
of pupils and covers:

• Communication and professional relationships with 
children, young people and adults

• Schools as organisations

• Support learning activities

• Support children and young people’s positive behaviour

• Develop professional relationships with children,young 
people and adults

• Promote equality, diversity and inclusion in work with 
children and young people

• Support assessment for learning

• Engage in personal development in health, social care or 
children and young people’s settings

• Support children and young people’s health and safety

• Understand child and young people’s development

• Understand how to safeguard the wellbeing of children 
and young people

n Level 3 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools

This qualification incorporates the units of the Level 
3 Certificate in Supporting Teaching and Learning in 
Schools. Additional units cover the specialist roles of staff 
working at this level such as supporting bilingual pupils 

or supporting pupils with special educational needs. It is 
for those members of the school workforce who directly 
support the teaching and learning of pupils.

n Level 3 Diploma in Specialist Support for Teaching and Learning in Schools

Call: 0191 433 8635, 0191 433 8672, 0191 433 8660 or 0191 433 8677 
or email schoolworkforcedevelopment@gateshead.gov.uk

Note: Level 3 and above 
programmes may be 
eligible for an Advanced 
Learning Loan.
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Topics include:

•   Understanding child’s development

•   Context and principles for early years provision

•   Promoting the well-being and resilience of children

•   Supporting children to achieve their education 
potential.

These are work-based qualifications and you will be 
assessed whilst working with children, young people, 
their families and colleagues. You must be working 
in a real childcare setting on a full-time or part-time 
basis and in paid or voluntary work.

Level 2 / Level 3 Diploma for the Early 
Year’s Practitioner (Early Years’s Educator)
Do you want a career working with children? 
Are you already working with children and want to upskill?

There are a huge range of job opportunities 
for people with childcare qualifications. 
These qualifications can help you find 
work as a:

•  Nursery Nurse  

•  Childminder    

•  SureStart Worker 

•  Special Educational Needs Assistant 

•  Childcare Centre Manager

•  Pre-school Advisor

•  Crèche Worker

•  Daycare Assistant
Call: 0191 433 8677
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Important information
Our facilities
Gateshead Council learningSkills deliver 
courses in a wide range of learning 
venues across the borough. This means 
you can access learning locally in 
community centres, schools, libraries and 
council buildings. You can be guaranteed a 
friendly face and an extra special learning 
experience. We care about the welfare of 
our learners so we ensure that you are 
helped every step of the way.

Our prices
All learning programmes in this 
prospectus are subsidised. Your fee 
makes a contribution to the cost of the 
programme. However actual course fees 
may be increased as required by actual 
delivery costs. We have three rates:

Full Price – for anyone under the age 
of 60 who does not qualify for the 
concessionary rate or full discount. To 
help you learn at an affordable rate we 
have kept our prices at £3 per hour.

Concessionary – for anyone over the 
age of 60. You receive a fee reduction of 
up to 25% off the course fees on eligible 
courses (currently £2.35 per hour).

Free – for some people who are on 
benefits (see ‘Getting a Concession’), 
aged 16-18, or those on Family Learning, 
Skills for Life and some ESOL and IT 
courses.

Full Cost – courses that do not receive 
Government funding are charged at a 
full cost rate. There are no concessions 
available. There may still be examination 
and/or material fees to pay: these are 
NOT subject to a reduction.

Getting a concession

You can qualify for a concession if you 
are over 60 years of age or in receipt of 
Job Seekers Allowance or Employment 
and Support Allowance (Work Related 
Activity Group) for those seeking skills 
training to help you into work. If you are 
on any other benefit such as Income 
Support or Disability Living Allowance and 
are enrolling on a course to help you gain 
skills to move into employment, then you 
may also qualify for a concession. 

If you think you qualify for a 
concessionary or discounted rate, then 
you must bring evidence to support 
this when you enrol, such as benefit 
documentation. If you are over 60 or 
under 19 you must also bring evidence of 
this. We will also ask you for your National 
Insurance number. Please ensure that you 
bring this with you when you enrol.

If you do not fall into either of these 
categories and can’t afford to pay your 
course fees then you can apply to our 
hardship fund for financial help. Speak 
to the enrolling officer at the centre or 
contact us on 0191 433 8646 for more 
information.

Choosing the right course  
for you
When you enrol we will give you 
information on the course and answer 
any questions you may have. We have 
different levels of qualifications:

n  Entry Level. Aligned to the skills level 
of the National Curriculum, this level is 
for beginners.

n  Level 1. Designed for people who 
have either completed an Entry Level 
3 or beginners course, or who have 
some knowledge or experience in the 
subject.

n  Level 2. Designed for people who 
already have quite a good knowledge 
of the subject and are becoming 
competent.

n  Level 3. For those advanced in the 
subject.

n  Level 4 and above. Specialist 
qualifications for those highly 
advanced in the subject.

All. A mixed ability class suitable for all 
levels.

Cancellations
LearningSkills can’t guarantee that all 
courses advertised will proceed. If 
there are insufficient numbers enrolling, 
courses may be cancelled. If you have 
enrolled, every effort will be made to find 
you an alternative course or refund your 
fees in full.

Supporting your learning
If you think you need help with 
completing your learning programme, 
please contact us. We can help with 
things such as:

•  Travel costs

•  Childcare costs

•  English and maths

•  Specialist equipment

•  One to one support

Please speak to the enrolling officer, 
tutor at any time or call learningSkills on 
0191 433 8646 or email learningSkills@
gateshead.gov.uk

Additional costs
You may need to buy equipment 
or materials relating to the learning 
programme. This will be explained to you 
when you enrol. If you think you may 
need assistance with paying for these, 
please speak to the enrolling officer, tutor 
at any time.

Individual learning plans
We are proud of the learning we deliver 
and we want to ensure that you have the 
best experience possible. We will ask you 
about your previous experiences with 
learning and look at what support you 
may need. We will explore what you want 
to get out of your learning programme 
and use this to develop an individual 
learning plan, which will assist you in your 
development throughout the programme.

Equality and diversity
We value and recognise the social and 
cultural diversity of Gateshead. We seek 
to ensure that all learners and staff are 
protected from harassment, bullying and 
discrimination, including those based with 
employers and at other sites external to 
the providers.

We aim to provide conditions that 
encourage everyone to actively participate 
and enjoy learning.

If you feel that is not the case or want 
to discuss this further, please contact 
0191 433 8646 or email learningSkills@
gateshead.gov.uk

Staying safe while you learn
We are committed to safeguarding all 
learners. We will:

•  take direct action to ensure that all 
learners can access support so that 
they can lead safe lives

•  increase awareness of safeguarding 
issues

•  work together to promote the welfare 
of all learners

•  increase awareness of radicalisation 
and inform learners of how to protect 
themselves and others

•  promote British values

If you would like to speak to 
someone or have any concerns, 
please contact your tutor or call our 
designated person on 0191 433 8646 
or email safeguardingadultlearning@
gateshead.gov.uk
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Enrolment Information

These are the locations of our learning venues. 
To enquire about any of them please call 0191 433 8646.

Bensham Grove Community Centre. Sidney Grove, Gateshead 
NE8 2XD

Birtley Hub. Harraton Terrace, 16 Durham Road, Birtley DH3 
2QG

Blackhall Mill Community Centre. Herons View Cottage, 
20-River View NE17 7TQ

Chopwell Community Centre. Derwent Street, Chopwell. 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE17 7HS

Gateshead Clubhouse. Worcester Green Clubhouse, 
Gateshead NE8 1NH

Gateshead Interchange learningSkills Centre. West Street, 
Gateshead NE8 1AU

Gateshead Muslim Centre. 2 Westbourne Avenue, Gateshead 
NE8 4NP

Headworks @ The Civic Centre. Civic Centre, Regent Street, 
Gateshead NE8 1HH

Kibblesworth Millennium Centre. Grange Terrace, 
Kibblesworth NE11 0XN

Pattinson House. Pattinson Gardens, Felling, Gateshead NE10 
0AL

ReCoCo Retreat @ Saltwell Park (former bowling pavillion). 
East Park Road, Gateshead NE9 5AX. (NE8 4SF for direct 
access to free car park)

St Chad’s Community Centre. 21 Liddell Terrace, Gateshead, 
NE8 1YN

Salvation Army Community Centre. Tennyson Court, 
Sunderland Road, Gateshead NE8 3EY

State of The Art @ The Dryden Centre. Evistones Road, 
Gateshead NE9 5UR

The Dryden Centre. Evistones Road, Gateshead, NE9 5UR

The Elgin Centre. Elgin Road, Gateshead NE9 5PA

Whickham Comprehensive School. Burnthouse Lane, 
Whickham NE16 5AR

Wrekenton Hub. High Street, Wrekenton, Gateshead NE9 7JR

PLEASE NOTE: Our main learning venues have defibrillators 
accessible to the public during opening times Monday to 
Friday, 9am-5pm.

Skills For Life - To enrol please telephone 0191 433 
8738 and one of our team members will advise you of a 
suitable course in your area.

www.starttolearn.uk

How to view details of course 
information sheets?    
a. Log on www.starttolearn.uk 

b. Click in the box “Search for a course”

c. Write in either the course code or course title  
(or select “Filter” for the location, etc)

d. To view the course details, click either on  
“See More Info” or on the course hyperlink itself

e. Ensure you scroll down to access dates and times  
of sessions

f. From here, you can enrol by simply clicking  
“Enrol”.  Either create a new account or, if you are an 
existing learner, enter your username and password.

How to enrol on-line?                                                                                                       
a. Log on www.starttolearn.uk 

b. If you are a new 
learner, click on 
“Create an account” 
and complete 
the form.  Ensure 
you save your 
‘Username’ and 
‘Password’

c. If you already have an account but do not remember 
your Password, click on “Forgotten your password?” 
and follow instructions

d. If you already have an account but do not remember 
your Username, also click on “Forgotten your 
password?” and follow instructions. In the email that 
you will receive, below the hyperlink Reset password, 
and the expiry date and time, you will find “Your 
Username is ….”

e Click in the box “Search for a course”

f. Write in either the course code or course title, or 
select “Filter” for the location

g. Click on “Enrol” and follow instructions

Join the 2400 people who enrolled online last term. You can enrol  and pay online visit www.starttolearn.uk
Please ensure you enrol as early as possible to avoid disappointment from 16 March 2020. 

Payment methods
By card: over the telephone or online during 
office hours on 0191 433 8646 and 0191 433 6450.  

You can pay in person by cash or card at:  
Bensham Grove Community Centre  
Monday - Thursday, 10am-5pm and Friday  
10am-4pm from 16 March 2020.

For more information, call 0191 433 8646  
or 433 6450.
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Are you keeping 
up with your 

competition?

Gateshead Council is offering fully funded training* to help grow your business. Make your 
business more profitable and productive by investing in your current workforce before your 
competition takes over.  

Our training can help your business:
•    Increase revenue and dominate the digital market
•    Build a team of strong leaders and managers
•    Increase sales and improve customer service

Training is industry recognised and designed by companies such as: BT, Barclays, Virgin, BBC, 
Sainsbury’s, Pepsico and Sport England. 

Are you using government funds to help increase revenue & profit?

Industry 
Recognised

Training

•    Improve the confidence and commitment of your 
workforce

•    Retain talented and experienced staff

Invest in your staff and watch your 
business BOOM!
Gateshead Council’s Business Development Team is working with  
over 300 businesses across the North East, not just in Gateshead. 

Government-funded training is available NOW in:

• Leadership & Management

• Digital Marketing & ICT

• Sales & Event Planning  

• Retail & Customer Service

‘Our apprentices
from Gateshead Council help
us deliver customer solutions

across the world’
Engica Technology,

Gateshead

Interested? Let’s talk quickly as funding is limited
Call The Business Development Team on 0191 433 8727
or email training@gateshead.gov.uk

• School Teaching Assistant &

      Early Years Nursery

• Sports Coaching & Personal Fitness

• Plus much more

*Non-levy employers with less than 50 employees with 16-18 apprentices only

2831b-JH-Feb2020



Work is underway on a 
development of 23 new homes  
in Rowlands Gill.

The three and four-bedroomed 
properties at Gibside Chase are being 
delivered by Gateshead Regeneration 
Partnership (GRP) on a former primary 
school, just off Sherburn Park Drive. 

Every house on the new estate will 
benefit from enhanced space standards 
and energy efficiency.

The first homes are expected to be 
completed in the autumn and will be 
constructed by Vistry Partnerships.  

Councillor John Adams, Cabinet 
Member for Housing said: “A 
commitment has been made to use 
both local contractors and suppliers 
on the project – as well as to create 
employment and skills training 
opportunities for local people.” 

Gateshead Regeneration Partnership 
(GRP) is a joint venture partnership 
formed in 2012 between the Council, 
Home Group and Vistry Partnerships .

Financial support 
for small businesses 
If you’re a small or medium sized 
business based in Gateshead, you 
can apply for a business grant of 
up to 50% for projects costing 
between £2,000 and £10,000. 
Terms and conditions apply. 

Find out more  
www.businessgateshead.co.uk/
goforgrowth

15@gateshead gatesheadcouncilwww.gateshead.gov.uk

JOBS AND ECONOMY

300 new homes 
proposed for  
former depot site
The historic Freight Depot site, 
off the Felling Bypass in central 
Gateshead, that has stood vacant 
for 25 years is about to go through 
a huge redevelopment. A planning 
application for 300 new homes 
has been submitted by Gateshead 
Regeneration Partnership. 

A public consultation event 
was recently held at Gateshead 
Stadium to present the proposals. 
The plans were well received by 
local people who are keen to see 
new homes on the site. 

Proposals include three blocks, 
each containing 20 apartments 
and 240 homes, ranging from 
two to four bedrooms. The layout 
also accommodates a community 
hub, landscaped open areas for 
pedestrians and cyclists, and links 
to the Metro.

New homes underway with more 
planned for the future

Gateshead Regeneration 
Partnership  

• £350 million invested in 
Gateshead over 15 years

• 2,000 new homes planned 

• 260 already built

• 70 affordable homes built

• Totalling 17 hectares – that’s 
the size of three Saltwell Parks  

Business support events 
Our Business Gateshead team have organised a range of fully funded support 
events for businesses throughout the year. 

Visit www.businessgateshead.co.uk/events   
Business Gateshead is on Linkedin, Twitter and now Facebook

GRP
Gateshead Regeneration Partnership

Sean Egan (Vistry), Simon Williams (Home Group), Christine Curran (GRP) and Cllr John Adams
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HEALTH MATTERS

Healthier You:  
Diabetes Prevention Programme
With 12.3 million people in the UK at risk of developing Type 2 diabetes, it is a serious health condition which,  
if not treated, can lead to sight loss, kidney failure, heart attacks and strokes.

But there are lots of things you can do 
to reduce your risk, such as maintaining 
a healthy weight, eating well and being 
active.  

If you are at high risk of developing 
Type 2 diabetes you may be eligible 
for your local Healthier You service. 
This service can support you to make 

positive changes to your diet, weight 
and the amount of physical activity you 
do to significantly reduce your risk of, 
or even stop you, developing Type 2 
diabetes.

Know your risk

Find out if you have a high risk of 
developing Type 2 diabetes by using 

the Know Your Risk tool www.diabetes.
org.uk/knowyourrisk or speak to your 
GP.

If you are aged 40-74 you may also be 
eligible for an NHS Health Check, just 
ask at your GP practice. 

Eating a healthy, balanced diet is an important part of 
maintaining good health and help you feel your best.  
With lots of apps and tools available it is now even 
easier to make healthier choices every day for you and 
your family. 

Here are just a few to help get you on track:

For further information on healthy choices visit  
www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well

Change4Life Smart Recipes
We all love tasty food but it’s not always easy to cook for the 
family if you’re short on time and the kids are picky. 

Use the app to search over 160 easy, calorie-counted recipes 
across breakfast, lunch, evening meals,  
puds and snacks.

Change4Life Food Scanner
Ever wondered how much sugar is in your favourite cola 
or how much salt is in your sauce? Find out with the food 
scanner app. Just find a food or drink barcode to quickly see 
what’s inside - you might be surprised by what you find! You 
can also find healthier snack choices to take the guess work 
out of shopping. Look for the healthier snacks which get the 
thumbs up for being under 100 calories without being high 
in sugar, saturated fat and salt. 

Easy Meals App
A great way to find delicious meals that are healthy and 
easy to make. 

Remembering ingredients and keeping track of calories 
can be a hassle, but this app helps you do all that and 
more!



Smokers in Gateshead are being urged to quit and reduce their risk of 
developing a disease which can leave sufferers fighting for breath.  

The “Every Breath” campaign from 
Fresh is raising awareness that smoking 
causes chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD). It is the UK’s fifth biggest 
killer and is mainly caused by smoking. 
Feeling short of breath, a chronic cough 
and wheezing are early signs that can 
present themselves from middle age 
onwards. One major study suggests at 
least one in four smokers will develop 
COPD. 

Councillor Bernadette Oliphant, Cabinet 
Member for Health and Wellbeing, said: 
“The North East is one of the hardest 
hit regions with around 80,000 people 
in the region living with the condition, 
more than 12,000 of them in Newcastle 
and Gateshead. Many people also have 

the disease but are as yet undiagnosed.

“The likelihood of developing COPD 
increases the more you smoke and the 
longer you’ve smoked for. But even if 
you have COPD, quitting smoking can 
bring massive improvements to the 
way you feel and to your health. You’ll 
feel better too – you’ll feel less short of 
breath and cough less.”

There are lots of benefits of quitting 
smoking besides improving your health 
and reducing the risks of a smoking-
caused disease like COPD, cancer and 
heart disease. You can also save money 
by quitting – someone smoking 12 a day 
can save around £1,900 a year – as well 
as reducing feelings of stress and anxiety. 

17@gateshead gatesheadcouncilwww.gateshead.gov.uk

HEALTH MATTERS

Quit smoking to reduce 
chances of COPD

There are more ways to 
quit than ever before 

• Get support from your local 
stop smoking service where 
you can see a friendly, trained 
advisor. Contact Gateshead 
Stop Smoking Service www.
gateshead.gov.uk/smokefree or 
call 0191 433 3058.

• Nicotine replacement products 
and stop smoking medicines 
are available from shops, 
pharmacies and on prescription 
to help you reduce withdrawal 
symptoms and quit for good. 
Get some advice to help use it. 

• Switching to an e-cigarette has 
helped many smokers stop. In 
the UK, e-cigarettes are tightly 
regulated for safety and quality 
and while not completely risk 
free, they carry a small fraction 
of the risk of cigarettes.

Friendships key to helping Gateshead residents age well
Preventing loneliness is key to ageing 
well in Gateshead, according to 
residents.

A collection of letters by people 
addressed to their younger selves has 
been reproduced in the annual report 
of Gateshead’s Director of Public 
Health, Alice Wiseman.

The responses, some humorous, some 
practical and some poignant, give a 
glimpse into how older people view 
the ageing process and what advice 
they would give to themselves and 
others.

Alice said: “I expected lots of practical 
advice on staying fit and eating well 
and while there was some of this, 
there was a real focus on self-worth 
and the importance of friends, family 

and strong social connections.”

The issue of loneliness and isolation 
is explored in the report with figures 
suggesting more than nine million 
adults are often or always lonely.

Alice added: “Relationships are critical 
for promoting well-being and for 
acting as a buffer against illness for 
people of all ages. Our community 
groups understand the benefit of 
social contact across the life course 
and are working hard to reach out 
to people who may not be very well 
connected.”

One of the report’s recommendations 
is to address social isolation by 
working with partners across 
Gateshead to ensure there are 
activities available for all, are inclusive 

regardless of age and are based on 
the Five Ways to Well-being:

• Connect - Talk and listen. Be there. 
Feel connected

• Be active - Do what you can. Enjoy 
what you do. Move your mood

• Take notice - Remember the simple 
things that give you joy

• Keep learning - Embrace new 
experiences. See opportunities. 
Surprise yourself

• Give - Your time, your words, your 
presence

You can read the full report at 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/health 
For a list of activities taking place 
across Gateshead visit  
www.ourgateshead.org



Great North Care Record – connecting health 
and care records across the region
The way your health information is 
shared is changing. 

Patients health data is shared 
through the Great North Care Record 
and will now connect GPs, local 
hospitals, social care, community 
and mental health teams to ensure 
your healthcare worker has the most 
up-to-date information so they can 
make the best decisions for your 
health needs. Previously, only GP 

records were shared with health and 
care staff using the Great North Care 
Record.  

You don’t need to do anything 
but if you would like to 
know more about how your 
records are shared, visit www.
greatnorthcarerecord.org.uk, or 
phone 0344 811 9587 or email 
gncarerecord@nhs.net

News from your NHS ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE
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Need urgent care in 
Gateshead?

Urgent care services are for minor 
injuries and illnesses which need urgent 
attention but are not serious enough to 
go to A&E.

Caring for yourself at home
The NHS website at www.nhs.uk has 
lots of information about how to 
manage simple conditions at home. It 
also has a postcode finder, so you can 
find services nearest to you, including 
pharmacies, GPs, dentists and urgent 
care services.

Choosing the right service 
Your local pharmacist can give you 
confidential advice conveniently, 

without an appointment. Pharmacists 
are experts in the use of medicines and 
can help with a range of problems like 
diarrhoea, runny noses, painful coughs 
and headaches.

Your GP practice is the first port of call 
for a wide range of medical needs, and 
can now offer additional appointments 
with local GPs, including evenings and 
weekends. Speak to your practice to 
find out more.

If you have an urgent need which is not 
life-threatening, NHS 111 is available 24 
hours a day, to assess your symptoms 
and help you get the right help, first 
time.

Dr Mark Dornan, Local GP and 
Chair of NHS Newcastle Gateshead 
Clinical Commissioning Group

We want to help you to stay well, but if you do get ill, it’s important 
to know how to get the right service for your needs - first time. 

NHS Lung Health 
Check
During 2020, a new 
NHS lung health 
programme will be 
rolled out across Gateshead and 
Newcastle and run for four years.

If you are aged 55 to 74 and your 
GP has a record of you being a 
smoker or having ever smoked, 
you will be invited by letter for 
your FREE NHS Lung Health Check. 
Think of it as an MOT for your lungs.

Specialist lung health check nurses 
will carry out the lung health 
checks, which will include:

• A discussion about your 
breathing and health

• A breathing test (known as 
spirometry)

• A low-dose CT scan – if needed

If you receive a letter inviting 
you for a FREE lung health 
check, don’t ignore it. Go to 
www.YourLungHealthNG.nhs.
uk  for more information.

Coming 
Soon!
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Transforming lives together  

Need urgent care 
Gateshead?

in
Take time to think about 
which service you need – see 
the right person, first time.

Urgent care services are for minor injuries and illnesses which 
need urgent attention but are not serious enough to go to A&E.

www.newcastlegatesheadccg.nhs.uk 

Please keep A&E and 999 for serious 
or life-threatening conditions only.

NHS 111

If you have an urgent need which is not 
life-threatening, NHS 111 is available  
24 hours a day, to assess your  
symptoms and help you get the  
right help, first time.

Emergencies
The NHS

non-emergency
number

November 2019

The NHS
non-emergency

number

Your GP practice is the first port of call 
for most healthcare needs. 

Gateshead Extra Care Service now offers 
extra appointments with GPs and nurses, 
including evenings and weekends.  

Your local pharmacist

Pharmacists can diagnose and treat 
minor illnesses from sickness to hay fever. 

For many common illnesses, if they feel 
you need medicine, they can provide it 
without you seeing your GP first.

If you don’t normally pay for 
prescriptions, this will be free.

Your GP practice 

Urgent Treatment Centres

GP-led service, for minor injuries and 
illnesses – no appointment needed.  
8am - 10pm daily.

•	 Queen	Elizabeth	Hospital,	NE9	6SX	

•	 Blaydon	Urgent	Treatment	Centre,	
NE21 5NW 

Find out about waiting times at:  
www.qegateshead.nhs.uk/livewaitingtimes 

Appointments are booked by your GP 
practice and may also be offered via NHS 
111 if assessment of your symptoms 
suggests this is the best option  
for you.



More than £114,000 has been 
awarded to community projects 
throughout the Borough in the latest 
round of grants from the Gateshead 
Thrive Fund.

The fund supports new and existing 
groups and organisations based or 
working in Gateshead and delivering 
activities and services for the benefit of 
local people.

Funding can be used to support 
business with financial planning; the 
development of new ways of working; 
capacity building activity including staff, 
volunteer and management committee 
training and the costs of asset transfers.

Twelve applications recommended for 
2019/20 funding totalling £114,265 
were approved by the Council’s Cabinet.

Councillor Linda Green, Cabinet 
Member for Communities and 
Volunteering, said: “Gateshead Council 
is committed to supporting and 
maintaining a vibrant voluntary and 
community sector in the Borough. 
Through the Thrive Fund the Council 
is able to invest in and support the 
growth and development of these 
organisations.

 
“We have pledged to make Gateshead 
a place where everyone thrives and 
we ask organisations to demonstrate 
in their application how their activities 
support our aim.

“We’re delighted to recommend 12 
organisations receive funding in this 
round and look forward to seeing  
how that money will benefit  
Gateshead residents in the future.” 

In addition to the main Thrive Fund, 
since April last year, £16,543 has been 
awarded to 11 organisations through  
the Thrive Community Grant 
Programme which provides small 
grants of up to £2,000. Those benefiting 
include the 1st Winlaton Scout group 
who received £1,250 towards new 
camping equipment and a new nature 
club for young children set up by the 
Friends of Watergate Park received 
£1,360. 

A further £8,800 has been allocated to 
young talented Gateshead athletes to 
help with training costs and support 
them to compete in major events.

Lamesley Parish Council launches website 
The website features local news, 
parish notices, details of upcoming 
events and contact details for a wide 
variety of local organisations.

Contact details for the Council’s 
elected representatives are also 
included along with an archive of 
council agendas and minutes since 
2017.

The website also contains pages 
devoted to the history of places 
within the Lamesley Parish area 
including the Ravensworth Estate, 
Ladypark, Kibblesworth and the 
area’s collieries.

Lamesley Parish Council is one 
of around 9,000 parish and town 
councils in England. It covers the 
areas of Kibblesworth, Lamesley 

village, Eighton Banks and 
Northside, Birtley. It is the 
only remaining parish 
council in Gateshead.

The Lamesley Parish 
Council website can 
we viewed at https://
lamesley-pc.org.uk
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Community projects benefit from 
£100,000+ grants

Volunteer  
opportunities
There are 
a lot of 
opportunities 
for getting 
involved in 
your local 
community 
– here are just some of them. If 
you are interested in any of these 
roles, please email volunteering@
gateshead.gov.uk or call 0191 433 
3255. 

FoodCycle based in Felling are 
looking for volunteers to help host 
and cook a three-course meal for 
members of the public in need. 
There are five main volunteer 
roles available including: cooking 
project lead volunteer, general 
cooking volunteer, hosting project 
lead volunteer, general hosting 
volunteer and food collector 
volunteer. Expenses will be paid.

Gateshead Council is looking 
for volunteers to help support its 
children centres and play service.  
Volunteers will help deliver 
activities and support children, 
families and young people. It 
would be helpful if you have 
worked with children and families 
before, but it’s not essential as 
training and support will be given. 

Whitehills Community Centre 
is looking for marshals to help 
at the park run around Windy 
Nook Nature Reserve Park every 
Saturday morning. Marshals will be 
provided with all information and 
necessary equipment to deliver 
this role.

Gateshead Council is looking 
for volunteers to provide a 
befriending and support service 
over the phone to victims of 
non-criminal anti-social behaviour 
incidents. You may have been a 
victim yourself and have the time 
to help others who have faced 
similar situations. We are looking 
for people who are good listeners, 
friendly and patient, impartial and 
non-judgemental and flexible and 
reliable.
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Gateshead’s countryside is teeming 
with nature and a great way to spot it is 
from one of our six observation hides. 
Observation hides, or bird hides, allow 
you to gain a unique view of the wildlife 
that make their home in Gateshead. 

Far Pasture hide in the Derwent Walk 
Country Park has been open since 
the early 1990s. It was built for nature 
lovers to view the wildlife at Far Pasture 
Ponds without causing disturbance. 
Over a hundred species of birds have 
been viewed from the hide including 
kingfisher, osprey, kestrel, buzzard and 
woodcock along with more common 
wetland birds like sandpiper, mallard 
and heron.  Barn owl, fox, deer and otter 
have also been spotted at the site. 

Over the years the ponds have become 
overgrown with reeds and rushes. In 
2017, the Friends of Far Pasture were 
formed to help restore the wetlands. 
The friends obtained grant funding to 
help clear trees in the wetland area, 
have improved signage at the site and 
have installed bird/bat boxes and bug 
hotels. 

William Cowings from the Friends of 
Far Pasture said: “We’re a small group of 

people from diverse backgrounds that 
have come together to try and restore 
Far Pasture Pond to a state where 
wildlife can be observed and try to 
return it to a wetland habitat working 
with the Council. We’re always on the 
lookout for more, preferably younger 
members, to carry on the work. 
We’re holding our AGM at Thornley 
Woodlands Centre on Wednesday 1 
April at 7pm, anyone is welcome to 

come along and join in discussions on 
the future of the site.” 

You can access the bird hide at Far 
Pastures, and any of the other five bird 
hides in Gateshead, by buying a key for 
£5 from Thornley Woodlands Centre or 
from the reception on the second floor 
of Gateshead Civic Centre. 

For more information visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/birdhides

Calling nature lovers in Gateshead  

Kingfisher seen from Far Pastures bird hide (image credit William Cowings)

Birtley Crematorium to close temporarily 
while upgrade works take place
Birtley Crematorium will close for six 
months while its outdated equipment 
is upgraded.

The cremator, which has been 
operation for more than 30 years, 
needs replacing and the Council 
is taking advantage of the closure 
to improve the facilities at the 
crematorium.

In addition to fitting a new cremator, 
staff welfare facilities will be 
improved, the chapel floor will be 
levelled off and a mercury abatement 
system will be installed to reduce 
emissions from the cremator and 
make it more environmentally 
friendly.

From 16 March, all cremations in 
Gateshead will take place at Saltwell 
Crematorium. It is hoped the 
chapel at Birtley will open before 
the cremator works are complete 
so services can still be held there 
before the cremation is carried out at 
Saltwell.

Burials at Birtley Cemetery will still 
be carried out during the works, 
however, they will be arranged 
around times when noisy building 
work is carried out.

Councillor Linda Green, Cabinet 
Member for Communities and 
Volunteering, said: “The cremator 
at Birtley was installed in 1989 and 

although it has been well maintained, 
repair costs are rising and there is an 
increasing need to replace worn parts.

“However, despite its ageing 
equipment, Birtley Crematorium 
remains popular with families in the 
area and we’re pleased we are able 
to invest in these upgrades which 
will provide a much needed service 
for our residents, better facilities for 
our staff, as well as ensuring we are 
contributing towards environmental 
targets of reducing Gateshead’s 
emissions.”

For more information call 
Bereavement Services on  
0191 433 3816.



Disabled dancer wins national award 
A disabled Gateshead ballet dancer 
has won a national award for her 
ground-breaking regional dance 
organisation. 

Founded by Saltwell resident 
Angeline Lucas in 2015, the North 
East Dance Co-operative (NEDC) has 
won the prestigious One Dance UK 
Award for Innovation in Dance.

After a debilitating injury forced her 
to quit training as a professional 
ballet dancer, Angeline became a 
dance teacher herself. However, 
10 years ago she was diagnosed 
with debilitating Myalgic 
Encephalomyelitis, also known as 
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, which left 
her unable to dance at all. Despite 
being mostly housebound and 
frequently bedridden with her illness, 
Angeline refused to put her passion 
for dance aside. 

“I wanted to create dance 
opportunities that could be enjoyed 
by everyone, including people like 
myself who can no longer dance 
but still feel passionate about being 
involved” she said. 

In 2015 she founded the NEDC 
to create dance opportunities 
that would be open to everyone, 
including classes, workshops and 
company class observations. 
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Holiday activities and food on offer
Following the success of last 
summer’s holiday fun and food 
schemes, children and families can 
benefit from a range of activities on 
offer at Easter.

Community venues, churches, schools 
and sports venues in Gateshead will 
deliver healthy and nutritious food 
provided alongside the activities 
including games, crafts, sports, trips 
and treasure hunts.

Councillor Catherine Donovan, 
Deputy Leader of Gateshead Council, 
said: “Our holiday activities and food 
programmes have been very well 
received by children and their parents 
over the last few years, but we know 
there are more families in Gateshead 
who can benefit from this provision. 

“I’m delighted that a number of 
activities will be taking place in the 
Easter holidays and we hope that 
parents and carers will take advantage 
of this free provision that will not only 
ensure their child has a nutritious 
meal but has the opportunity to take 
part in fun activities.”

Fun with Gateshead Storm Rugby at Gateshead International Stadium, 
Felling
Monday 6 and Tuesday 14 April 10-2pm - includes a healthy lunch
For more information contact: Garry Stamp, garrystamp@gateshead.gov.uk 

Football Camp at Parkhead Primary School, Winlaton
Monday 6 to Thursday 9 April 8.30pm-4.15pm – includes breakfast and tea 
(packed lunch required). For more information contact Mandy Tulip, mandytulip@
parkheadprimary.org

Easter activities at the Comfrey Project at Windmill Hills, Bensham
Various days over the holiday period - includes lunch
For further information contact: eleni@thecomfreyproject.org.uk 

Easter fun at Crowhall Towers, Felling
Wednesday 8 and 15 April noon-2pm – includes a healthy lunch
For more information contact: Garry Stamp, garrystamp@gateshead.gov.uk 

Easter crafts at St Chad’s Community Project, Bensham
Tuesday 7 and Thursday 9 April 10.30am - noon includes lunch

Wednesday 15 April – teddy bears picnic and treasure hunt at Saltwell Park – 
packed lunch included

Thursday 16 April from noon – food exploration day with lunch provided
For more information contact: Leanne Coxon,  
leannecoxon@Stchadscommunityproject.org 

Baltic Gateshead Art Lab at Lord Lawson of Beamish School, Birtley
Tuesday 7, Wednesday 8 and Thursday 9 April - includes lunch
For more information contact Tracy Rodgers, tracyhub1@gmail.com

Defibrillator  
donation
Birtley Town FC have been donated 
a defibrillator by former England 
manager Glenn Hoddle who 
suffered a cardiac arrest in 2018. 

The ex-footballer has partnered 
with the British Heart Foundation 
to donate defibrillators to seven 
football clubs around the country.

Birtley Town FC Chairman, Richie 
Barrett, said: “We are hugely grateful 
for the defibrillator that Glenn has 
donated to our club and for sharing 
his experience of receiving CPR that 
saved his life. Also, many thanks to 
Gateshead Council for fitting the 
defibrillator cabinet at the ground.

“When your heart stops, every 
second counts. Knowing that we 
are in a position to help if one of our 
fans, players or visitors has a cardiac 
arrest is so important.”



The world’s best athletes will compete in the 
North East next summer as international 
athletics returns to Gateshead.

Tickets are on sale now for the Müller 
Grand Prix, which takes place on 16 August 
and will be the first international grand 
prix meeting at Gateshead International 
Stadium since 2010. The event will also 
be held there in 2021 and 2024. 

World heptathlon champion Katarina 
Johnson-Thompson is already confirmed 
for the IAAF Diamond League meeting 
which will also be the welcome home 
event for British athletes returning from 
Tokyo 2020, and many newly-crowned 
Olympic champions and medallists from 
overseas will compete.

More than £1.1m has been invested 
in Gateshead International Stadium 
over the last 12 months including 
refurbishment of the Sports Hall, 3G 
artificial turf pitches and the gym. A 
further £1.3m will be invested in the 
stadium facilities in 2020 including 
resurfacing of the athletics track and 
new floodlighting.

Gateshead Council Leader, Councillor 
Martin Gannon, said: “Gateshead has a 
proud history of staging major sporting 
events with athletics at its heart, we 
know how much they can inspire young 
and old alike as well as helping boost 
our local economy.

“Hosting world-class athletics events will 
showcase Gateshead to an international 
audience and our 10-year athletics 
strategy which will includes an ambition 
to work with partners such as Newcastle 
City Council and Great Run Company 
to attract future major events will help 
realise our plans for future growth and 
regeneration over the next decade.

“We feel that the benefits stretch 
beyond allowing people in the North 
East the opportunity to see the best 
athletes in the world up close. They will 
also provide volunteering opportunities 
to local people to get involved and 
become healthier and more active.”

To book tickets, visit  
www.theticketfactory.com/british-
athletics/online/
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World-class athletics to return 
to Gateshead this summer

New look for  
Sage Gateshead
Work is well under way to refurbish 
Sage Gateshead’s iconic concourse, 
transforming the ‘town square’ 
of the venue into an even more 
welcoming and enjoyable space 
for visitors.

The Box Office, bars, Brasserie and 
café are being refurbished and a 
new private dining area will be 
created as well as pop up retail 
stands.

It is part of a £2 million capital 
programme that will also enable 
more part-standing gigs in Sage 
One, thanks to a new, quick-release 
seat system that will be installed 
later this year.

Sage Gateshead was awarded £1.2 
million in National Lottery funding 
through Arts Council England’s 
capital programme to enable the 
full project to go ahead.

This has been matched by 
generous donations and pledges 
of £800,000 from Gateshead 
Council, individuals, trusts and 
businesses from the North East 
and across the country.

During the work there will be no 
disruption to customers visiting 
Sage Gateshead.

Experience classical 
music for FREE
Royal Northern Sinfonia (RNS), 
orchestra of Sage Gateshead, has 
a special offer giving Gateshead 
residents the chance to experience 
live classical music.

Residents can enjoy free tickets 
to their first concert in the RNS at 
Home series if they have never 
been to a concert before.

Two tickets are available per 
customer. These can be booked via 
the box office in person or on 0191 
443 4661. Please note this offer is 
not available online.

For full series and 
concert information visit 
sagegateshead.com

Junior parkrun at Saltwell Park 
Get active and try the Saltwell junior 
parkrun - a free, weekly, timed, 
2km event for children aged four 
to 14 years old. Gateshead Council 
alongside other partners, have 
provided support in getting the 
event ‘up and running’.

Children can walk, run, hop or 
skip the course! They may be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian 
if they want but this is not essential 
as there are plenty of marshals along 
the route. It starts at 9am every 
Sunday from the bowling green by 
the playground.

It is safe and easy to take part - all 
you need to do is register your child 
beforehand at www.parkrun.org.uk/
register and bring their printed out 
barcode with you on the day.

 For updates and more 
information, follow on 
Facebook www.facebook.com/
saltwelljuniorparkrun or Twitter @
saltwelljuniors

Parkrun is run by volunteers, so 
if you are interested in helping 
out at an event, please contact 
saltwelljuniors@gmail.com



Newcastle United and England footballing legend Alan Shearer officially opened 
GO Gateshead’s brand new Speedflex studio at Gateshead International Stadium in 
February, where competition winners were put through their paces in a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to join the Toon’s famous Number 9 in an exclusive Speedflex 
training session. 

Speedflex is a revolutionary high-
intensity, low impact, group circuit 
workout that will transform your health 
and fitness. Ideal for all abilities it is 
based on unique personalised hydraulic 
machines that deliver resistance equal 
to the force applied to them, through a 
series of rigorous exercises.

Alan is a firm believer of the benefits of 
Speedflex: “As an ex-footballer I’ve tried 
so many different exercise regimes, but 
nothing compares – what other intense 
workout offers that level of results 
without any aches or pains afterwards? 
What’s also great is that it’s suited to 
all ages - whether you’re approaching 
50 like me or you’re 21, it’s great for 

anybody. I would highly recommend 
everyone to come down and give it 
a try. It’s a great atmosphere to be in 
and the group sessions help you work 
hard, so they are particularly great if you 
struggle to keep motivated by yourself.”

GO Gateshead offer a range of 
Speedflex classes, including ‘Intro’ 
sessions dedicated to those new or 
returning to Speedflex, giving you the 
knowledge and confidence to progress 
to more intense classes. 

 
 
 

For more details and to book Speedflex  
classes please visit www.gogateshead.com/speedflex

Speedflex is free to participate in for all GO Gateshead members.  
Grab your membership today at www.gogateshead.com/membership
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Alan Shearer opens new GO Gateshead 
Speedflex studio

Alan Shearer with competition winners 
Back row L to R: Steve Heal, Jennifer 
Saville, Penny Raine, Nicola Shaverin. 
Front row L to R: Amber Houworth,  
Trudy Cave and Roy Scott.

Exclusive SEND 
swimming sessions 
at Blaydon Leisure 
Centre 
Each Saturday afternoon, 1.45 to 
2.45pm, GO Gateshead will be 
hosting exclusive pool sessions 
intended for children with special 
educational needs and disability 
(SEND) and their families at 
Blaydon Leisure Centre.

During this hour you will have 
both the large and small pool 
entirely to yourselves, all you 
and your children have to do is 
use the time to relax, enjoy the 
water and maybe try and practice 
your swimming technique; we’ll 
make sure the environment is as 
friendly, calming and comfortable 
as we can possibly make it. It’s all 
about enjoyment, stimulation and 
togetherness.

No need to book, regular 
admission fees apply.

Keeping kids fit and healthy 
during school holidays 
Kids can’t wait for the school 
holidays. Parents? Maybe not 
so much! The challenge of 
finding childcare and keeping 
youngsters entertained is yet 
another thing to do in our 
already busy lives. This is where 
GO Gateshead Sports Camps 
are a real winner. 

Our Sports Camps for eight 
to 14-year olds are fun, active, 
social and engaging. And they’re 
also really convenient for parents! 
Each day is run similar to school 
timings (9am – 3pm) so there is no 
big change in your routine to work 
around. And with Clip ‘n’ Climb 
and swimming included along 
with a host of other sports and 
games, the camps are also great 
value for money. The kids are kept 
entertained in healthy activity and 

your childcare needs are taken care 
of – job done. 

Sports Camps for the Easter and 
May half-term holidays are available 
to book now, with summer dates 
coming soon. Flexible booking 
options of single or multiple days 
are available so let GO Gateshead 
take some of the stress out of school 
holiday planning. 

Full information and online booking available at www.gogateshead.com/
holidayactivities



25@gateshead gatesheadcouncilwww.gateshead.gov.uk

WHAT’S ON

March

Saturday 7 March – Sunday 2 August
The Art of Atomhawk
Great North Museum: Hancock, 
Newcastle

The art of Gateshead design studio 
Atomhawk will take you to other worlds 
in this new exhibition for everyone. 
Atomhawk’s designers have contributed 
to films and video games like Guardians 
of the Galaxy, Age of Empires and 
Minecraft Earth. Free entry.

Saturday 21 March
Paint and Sip Party
Shipley Art Gallery, 2.30 - 4.30pm

Join in a step by step art class where art 
and fun meet. We’ll paint something 
different each time, and you can book as 
many of the classes as you like. Classes 
run monthly until December. £14.95 per 
class. For more information and to book 
visit www.shipleyartgallery.org.uk 

Sunday 22 March
Wedding Showcase
St Mary’s Heritage Centre, noon - 3pm 

If you’re looking for a unique reception 
venue then come along to the Wedding 
Showcase where you will see this 
beautiful venue partly set up for a 

wedding reception and have the chance 
to chat to our staff about hiring St 
Mary’s for your special day. If you can’t 
make the showcase, please call 0191 
433 4699 to arrange a different time to 
look around.

Monday 23 – Saturday 28 March
Lettice and Lovage
Little Theatre, Saltwell View, 7.15pm 

Prepare to be dazzled, dumbstruck 
and dismayed as Lettice Douffet does 
everything she can to “Enlarge, Enliven, 
Enlighten!” your evening. Tickets £9 
(concs available). Book tickets online 
www.littletheatregateshead.co.uk or call 
0191 478 1499.

Friday 27 March 
Beautiful birds
Shipley Art Gallery, 10.30am - 3pm 

Join textile artist Donna Cheshire for a 
workshop using yarn to create beautiful 
birds in a pom-pom mania workshop 
and artist Marian Hernandez who will 
be creating tropical bird watercolours in 
her signature bold and energetic style. 
Tickets cost £15 and cover the cost of 
all materials and tuition costs. For more 
information and to book visit www.
shipleyartgallery.org.uk 

April

Friday 3 – Sunday 5 April
Making Living Art
St Mary’s Heritage Centre

Recreating tableax of some of the 
region’s most famous pieces, Making 
Living Art brings together the skills of 
lighting artists, costume, make-up and 
the expert eye of the photographer 
to capture the perspective and 
composition that the original artist had 
in mind.

Saturday 4 April
Low Fell Food Market
Saltwell Park, 10.30am - 3pm

The Low Fell Food Market at Saltwell 
Park promises to be a real treat - 
whether you’re looking to browse 
the artisan produce, indulge in some 
exciting street food or kick back with 
an ice-cold drink and listen to the live 
music, there’s something to tempt every 
appetite. 

Tuesday 7 April 
Culture Camp Printmaking
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central 
Library

Young budding artists can have a fun 
day in a pop-up print studio! Learn 

Highlights

Gateshead Jazz 2020
Friday 20 – Sunday 22 March

Sage Gateshead takes a fresh look 
at the international jazz scene 
with a cutting-edge festival which 
showcases the exciting melting pot 
of jazz including dance music, Afro-
beat, R&B, neo-soul and electronic 
music from acclaimed and illustrious 
artists to the hottest rising stars.  
For details of their full programme 
visit www.sagegateshead.com

Art Diamonds
Sessions from March to May,  
venues across Gateshead

Art Diamonds is a creative programme 
of arts activities and events for people 
of retirement age in Gateshead. We 
have individual workshops with 
artists, short courses, weekly creative 
challenges and cultural visits.  
All activities are free but booking is 
essential as places are limited.  
Call 0191 433 8420 or visit  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson 

The Late Shows 
Friday 15 and Saturday 16 May

The Late Shows is a free late-night 
culture crawl taking place in 
NewcastleGateshead where museums, 
galleries, studio collectives and 
landmark historical buildings come 
together to offer visitors one-off events 
including hands-on workshops, behind-
the-scenes tours, performances and 
parties. Visit www.lateshows.com



about different print activities with 
experienced printmaker Michelle Wood. 
£20 per person. Suitable for ages 8 – 14. 
To book: 0191 433 8420 or visit:  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson 

Friday 10 and Sat 11 April 
Eggcellent egg hunt 
Saltwell Park, 10.30am - 3.30pm

Find clues, solve the puzzle, meet 
the Easter Bunny, Easter crafts, art 
competition and a chocolate egg for 
every child. Tickets £3.50 (under 3’s), £5 
(over 3s) plus booking fee. Not suitable 
for under 1’s but they can accompany 
older children for free. Book at www.
eventbrite.co.uk, search Saltwell Park’s 
Eggcellent. 

Thursday 16 April 
Culture Camp Origami
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central 
Library

Culture camps are a great way for 
creative kids to learn new skills under 
the expert guidance of a professional 
artist. In this session you’ll create a 
giant paper forest and lots of your own 
artwork to take away. £20 per person. 
Suitable for ages 8 – 14. To book: 0191 
433 8420 or visit: www.gateshead.gov.
uk/whatson 

Sunday 19 April
Blaydon Jazz Club
Black Bull, Bridge St, Blaydon

James Birkett/Bradley Johnston guitar 
duo – an eclectic selection from right 
across jazz guitar repertoire and styles. 
£7. For more details call 0191 414 2846.

Monday 27 April – Saturday 2 May
The Diary of Anne Frank
Little Theatre, Saltwell View, 7.15pm 

The Progressive Players will be 
performing the Diary of Anne Frank, 
a play they have only performed 
once before. This incredibly moving 
adaptation is suitably poignant and 
one not to be missed. Tickets £9 (concs 
available). Book tickets online www.

littletheatregateshead.co.uk 
or call 0191 478 1499.

May

Friday 1 – Sunday 3 May
GIFT at venues across Gateshead

GIFT – Gateshead International 
Festival of Theatre, is an annual festival 
celebrating contemporary theatre that 
brings together artists from all over the 
world. For more information and to 
book tickets visit www.giftfestival.co.uk

Saturday 2 May
Low Fell Food Market
Saltwell Park, 10.30am - 3pm

Whether you’re looking to browse 
the artisan produce, indulge in some 
exciting street food or kick back with 
an ice-cold drink and listen to the live 
music, there’s something to tempt every 
appetite. Entry 50p, kids are free.

Friday 7 - Sunday 9 May 
Gateshead Beer and Music Festival
Gateshead Rugby Club, Low Fell 

Tickets from £10 and £35 for a 
weekend pass, available from www. 
gatesheadbeerfestival.co.uk Ticket 
price includes free festival programme 
and souvenir glass. Follow on Twitter 
@Gateshead_Ale or Facebook at 
Gateshead Beer & Music Festival

Saturday 9 May
Staiths Food Market
Dunston Staiths, 11am - 3pm

The popular Staiths Food Market is back. 
Taking place on the second Saturday 
of each month until September, the 
market will play host to the usual mix of 
local artisan food producers and world 
street food plus local performances.  

Monday 11 May – Saturday 16 May
9 to 5 the Musical 
Little Theatre, Saltwell View, 7.15pm 

Inspired by the hit film, this hilarious 
production is about teaming up, 
standing up and taking care of business! 

Tickets £9 (concs available). Book tickets 
online www.littletheatregateshead.
co.uk or call 0191 478 1499.

Tuesday 12 May 
Copperplate Calligraphy Day
Shipley Art Gallery, 10.30am - 3pm

Copperplate calligraphy is a traditional 
style of calligraphy that forms the 
basis for more modern and expressive 
variations of the art form. Tickets cost 
£15 and cover the cost of all materials 
and tuition costs. To book visit www.
shipleyartgallery.org.uk 

Saturday 16 May
Walk for Parkinsons
Gateshead and Newcastle Quayside, 
11am – 2pm

Help take the next step towards a 
Parkinson’s breakthrough by signing up 
to our walk. The walk meanders along 
quiet, scenic river paths, taking in lovely 
views of Gateshead and Newcastle. 
With accessible two or six mile walks 
to choose from, there’s something 
for everybody. To book visit www.
parkinsons.org.uk/walkquayside   

Thursday 28 May
Culture Camp – Claymation
Caedmon Hall, Gateshead Central 
Library

Work with professional animator Robin 
Webb to learn how to make your own 
Wallace & Gromit type stop motion 
animation using modelling clay.  
£20 per person. Suitable for ages 8 – 14.  
To book: 0191 433 8420 or visit:  
www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson 

Saturday 30 May and Sunday 31 May
Outdoor Cinema Experience
Saltwell Park, 8pm - midnight

Watch the award winning Bohemian 
Rhapsody (Sat 30 May) and  A Star 
is Born (Sun 31 May) on a giant 
cinema screen under the stars! 
Tickets £14.50. To book tickets and 
for more information search for @
adventurecinemauk on Facebook.

For full listings or to book tickets  at 
Sage Gateshead call 0191 443 4661 or 

visit www.sagegateshead.com

For latest exhibitions and events at  
Baltic visit www.balticmill.com

This is just a taste of events across 
Gateshead.  For more see  

www.gateshead.gov.uk/whatson

WHAT’S ON



Bank holiday waste 
and recycling 
collections
If your bin collection falls on a Friday it will be 
collected the following day on the Saturday:

Good Friday, 10 April collected 11 April

Early May bank holiday, 8 May collected 9 May

Other collection dates are not affected

For any other waste and 
recycling enquiries visit:

www.gateshead.gov.uk  
or phone 0191 433 7000

Check your bin collection dates online: 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/binchecker

Gateshead Primary SCITT provides the opportunity for you to gain Qualified Teacher Status and a Professional Graduate Certificate in Education 
(PGCE) through School Centred Initial Teacher Training in primary schools and nursery schools in Gateshead and the North East.

The Gateshead Primary SCITT offers:

• Qualified teacher status
• A Professional or Post Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE)
• All trainees are registered for the PGCE with Northumbria University
• The opportunity to gain 60 credits towards a Masters qualification
• A one year training course

• High quality Initial Teacher Training
• The opportunity to train within a range of schools
• High quality school based experiences within the North East region

Please contact us at info@gatesheadscitt.org.uk to arrange a visit 
or find out more information.



 


