
 
 

Mike Barker 
Strategic Director, Legal and Democratic Service 
Gateshead Council 
Civic Centre 
Regent Street 
Gateshead 
NE8 1HH 

Date: 29 January 2020 
Our Ref: MS/NR/JG 
Your Ref: MAB/DAH/KSK 

 
 
Dear Mr Barker, 
 
Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places 
 
I write to you in my capacity as Acting Returning Officer for the Jarrow Parliamentary 
Constituency, in connection with Gateshead’s review of polling districts and places and would 
comment as follows. 
 
Size of polling districts 
 
When taken at face value the size of the electorate in some districts is quite large. However, 
once the level of registered postal voters is taken into consideration, the number of potential 
voters going to a polling station in each district is at an acceptable level.  
 
Location of polling places 
 
The Jarrow parliamentary polling districts in the Gateshead area are densely populated, with a 
very limited number of potential polling stations available. I am satisfied that as far as location is 
concerned, the best available polling place has been identified for each polling district.  
 
Accessibility of polling places 
 
With the exception of the access issues highlighted in polling districts SAG and SCG, the 
remaining current polling places appear to be accessible to voters.   
 
I am satisfied that you have sought to ensure that so far as is reasonable and practicable, polling 
places/stations are accessible to all electors, including those who are disabled.   
 
If you require any further information, please contact Joanne Gelson on 0191 424 7169 or            
e-mail joanne.gelson@southtyneside.gov.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Martin Swales 
Chief Executive and  
Acting Returning Officer 
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