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1. I don’t think any school should be used as a polling station (if it means the whole school is closed). Closing schools at short notice means 
parents are forced to take leave to cover childcare or incurs extra costs of childcare. My son attends a special school, Gibside school. 
Many of the children at this school do not cope at all well with sudden changes in routine, which occurs every time this school is forced 
to close because of the multiple elections we have had recently. Schools should not be closed for this reason. If they have to be used, 
then provisions/positions of the polling booths should mean that the rest of the school can continue as usual and the general public are 
kept separate from the rest of the school building. If this is not possible the school should not be a venue at all. 

2. Using other buildings in areas so schools don't have to close 

3. I don't think we need 5 different polling station. As a parent, I am extremely annoyed by the fact St Marys and St Thomas More Catholic 
School is serving as a polling station for BDG district. I am forced to take a leave from my work to look after my kids for the last 8 years. 
This for just 12.4% of turnover. You's better think about the economic impact put on us, too. I personally think just 1 polling station per 
ward is enough, and the rest should be done by postal vote. If you have no mean of transport to the nearest polling station or unable to 
travel due to whatever the personal circumstances, then the voters should opt for postal voting. End of story. 

4. Strongly support moving polling station from Gibside School to Fellside Church in area FDG. 

5. Stop using schools as polling stations especially the drive primary school as it was closed for 3 full days this year due to local, EU and 
police votes. Unacceptable when a child is entitled to 5 days of education and a parent would be frowned upon for taking a child out of 
school 
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1. All residents should be re-offered the opportunity to vote postally. I would also support any proposal for an electronic vote in the future. 
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2. change it all to postal vote you would get more votes as people have to go out in terrible rain etc so by post much better. we need to 
move forward with the times so out dated 

3. Could this not be solved by giving everyone a postal vote, what is the financial implication of polling stations wages etc set against a 
postal vote 

4. Allow online secure voting 

5. Online voting needs to be implemented, you can do this to register to vote so why not to actually vote. 

6. I think you should be able to access any polling station within Gateshead - could be possible with use of technology 
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1. Why does the Bridges Ward dissect the 1998-2010 Persimmon Homes development known as Tyne Views, located at Windmill Hills, 
Bensham Bank? I had not realised this was the case until I saw the boundary map with this survey. It seems that only the eastern half of 
Village Heights and Bedford place is in the Bridges Ward. The estate is a single entity (Village Heights, Windmill Way, Bedford Place). 
Surely it would be better represented as such - with the roads A184 Askew Road, Cuthbert Street and Bensham Road forming natural 
and obvious boundaries. Mr Dixon, 74 Village Heights, Windmill Hills, NE8 1PW. 

2. Eighton Banks should be merged or included in the High Fell ward as residents of this area use the facilities at Wrekenton (shops, pubs, 
transport links, doctors, dentist, etc. rather than Lamesley / Birtley areas. 

3. The polling station at Birtley Library is closer to my home but because we are in the lamsley ward we have to travel further in the 
opposite direction! 

4. I don't understand why our house on Limetrees Gardens right in the middle of Low Fell is not in the Low Fell Ward, the boundary should 
be moved to Dryden Road. 

5. Where I live is in leam lane yet I fall under the pelaw and Heworth boundaries? This doesnt reflect the area 
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 1. Birtley Library has no parking facilities. 

2. There are too many wards - increase the size of the wards - decrease the number of councillors. Communication improvements over the 
last 50 years make the need for so many councillors redundant 



3. Adjust as you see necessary but as a Postal Voter I am not really affected 

4. Would have been able to form more opinions about this subject if the maps could be read!! You can't decide which part of the district 
you are in, so renders my answers worthless really 

5. Your maps are unreadable, and I can't make out where the boundaries change or exactly where the polling stations are or will be. I think 
this is a pointless exercise when all the appropriate details are not there. 

6. Most of the polling stations within our ward are atrocious for wheelchair users or with restricted mobility. 

7. No but you need to improve the definition of the maps in this proposal document. I had to zoom in a lot to try to work out which streets 
were which and the definition was so low that the images became blurry when zoomed in 

8. I am a Postal Voter and the changes will therefore not directly affect me I would encourage more people to use the Postal Vote 

9. Happy with current arrangements - no changes needed 

 

 


