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EX09 

Gateshead Council 

Examination of the Making Spaces for Growing Places Local Plan 

Document (Site Allocations and Development Management 

Policies) Submission Draft Plan October 2018 

 

Inspector: Joanna Gilbert 

MA (Hons) MTP 

MRTPI 

Programme Officer: Kim Russell 

Address:  c/o 6 Laurel Gardens, 

Kendal, Cumbria 

LA9 6FE 

Tel: 07442 162039 

Email: programmeofficer@gateshead.gov.uk  

 

 

Dear Mr Wilkinson, 

Inspector’s Letter to the Council regarding housing supply 

1. Following hearing sessions as part of the examination of the Making Spaces 

for Growing Places Local Plan Document (Site Allocations and Development 

Management Policies) (MSGP) in October 2019, I received further 

information on housing supply from the Council in November 2019 and 

contacted the Council in December 2019 to raise concerns about the 

Council’s approach to calculating five-year housing land supply. 

 

2. Documents containing the Council’s updated trajectory and supporting 

information were supplied via the Programme Officer on 3 February 2020.  

Thank you for the documentation.  The Council’s updated trajectory indicates 

a 4.37 year housing land supply in 2019/20, beneath the five-year housing 

land supply requirement.  Based on all that I have read and heard to date, I 

have no reason to disagree with this figure. 

 

3. If the Council wishes to allocate further sites in efforts to meet the five-year 

housing land supply requirement, it could put those sites forward.  However, 

in the particular circumstances of the MSGP, I consider that it would not be 

necessary for further housing sites, over and above those already put 

forward by the Council in the MSGP and in their Matter 4 statement, to be 

allocated in the MSGP for it to be found sound. 

 

4. The specific circumstances in Gateshead include the scope for the Core 

Strategy and Urban Core Plan for Gateshead and Newcastle upon Tyne 2010 

– 2030 (CSUCP) housing requirement to change.  I understand that the 

Council is currently carrying out a review of the CSUCP, which was adopted 

almost five years ago.  I also understand the local housing need figure 

(calculated by the standard method set out in the Planning Practice 

Guidance) is lower than the CSUCP requirement in years 2020-25.  This 

review would provide the Council with the opportunity, if necessary, to 

consider the need for additional sites, as well as assessing the scale and 

distribution of development in the light of current national policy.  I am also 
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conscious of the wide range of sites which the Council is already seeking to 

allocate in the MSGP and while there may be further sites which could be 

allocated, it is far from certain that they would be available, suitable, and 

achievable with a realistic prospect of delivering housing on site within five 

years. 

 

5. In this context, I consider that there would be little benefit in delaying 

adoption of the MSGP to undertake assessment of further sites, thereby 

prolonging uncertainty around sites that are already allocated, and 

potentially delaying the delivery of housing.  The MSGP would meet the 

objective of providing additional housing supply to facilitate the delivery of 

the CSUCP requirement and supporting the CSUCP’s spatial strategy in 

allocating land for housing across the borough. 

 

6. It should be noted that this represents my thoughts at this stage and the 

views expressed are without prejudice to my final conclusions on the MSGP.  

I am not inviting, nor do I envisage accepting, any comments from other 

examination participants with regard to this letter. 

 

7. I am aware that the Council is awaiting further information on the need for 

main modifications to other policies within the MSGP.  I will write in regard 

to this matter in due course. 

Joanna Gilbert 

Inspector 

13 February 2020 


