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31 January 2020 
 
 

Dear Madam 

Gateshead Council Local Plan Part 3: Making Spaces for Growing Places – 
Public Examination  

Council in-house development – letter of support 

I am submitting this letter to demonstrate both the Council’s commitment to developing its own 
land for housing and the strong progress which has been made across a number of sites, some of 
which have been delivered. I am confident that other sites will come forward within the next 5 
years. The Council delivers directly through its trading company operating as Beacon Living. This 
allows the provision of mixed tenures from social rent to private market sale. 

In February 2019 the Council agreed its Capital Programme from 2019/20 to 2023/24. This provides 
for significant investment in the delivery of new homes and includes £36.3 million in loans to 
support development on four sites, three of which will be delivered by the Council (the remaining 
site is to ensure that affordable housing can be delivered). It also includes a further £55.7 million 
investment in infrastructure works to facilitate the development of sites.  

In addition to the above, the Council secured Accelerated Construction funding through Homes 
England to deliver the Clasper Village site. As can be seen below, development on site has now 
commenced. 

Sites that are currently being delivered are as follows: 

Ramsay Street (MSGP10.8) – full planning permission granted in August 2017 (ref. 
DC/17/00258/FUL) for 8 homes and 1 concierge flat and development is nearly completed. 

 



Half Fields Road (not allocated) – full planning permission granted in June 2017 (ref. 
DC/16/01306/FUL) for 2 homes and development is nearly completed. 

Derwent View garages (MSGP10.133) – full planning permission granted in November 2017 (ref. 
DC/17/01084/FUL) for 4 homes and development is nearly completed. 

Seymour Street (MSGP10.39) – full permission granted in February 2018 (ref. DC/17/01351/FUL) for 
7 homes and development is nearly completed. 

Lyndhurst Centre (MSGP10.59) – full permission granted in January 2019 (ref. DC/17/01010/FUL) for 
36 homes and development is nearly completed. 

Derwentside Nursing Home (MSGP10.97) – full permission granted in September 2017 (ref. 
DC/17/00095/FUL) for 22 homes and development is nearly completed. 

Clasper Village (MSGP10.34) – full permission for 191 homes granted in July 2019 (ref. 
DC/19/00213/OUT) and development has commenced on site. 

I believe the above also demonstrates that the Council has a strong track record in developing all 
sites promptly following the grant of planning permission. 

 

Sites to be developed, or where completions will begin (in relation to Council owned land), in the 
next 5 years (2019-24) are as follows: 

Hallgarth Road (MSGP10.11) Site already benefits from planning permission which has been partly 
implemented. 

Bute Road (not allocated) Full permission for the erection of two bungalows DC/19/00126/FUL 
granted March 2019. The Council is currently tendering the works.  

South Road (MSGP10.23) A full planning application has been submitted and is awaiting 
determination. 

Kipling Avenue garages (MSGP10.100) Development framework produced pursuant to applications 
for Permission in Principle and Technical Details Consent or full planning permission, Existing 
tenancies for garages can be terminated at one month’s notice. 

19-21 Derwent Street, Chopwell (MSGP10.120) Full planning permission granted and the Council 
have purchased the site. 

Aycliffe Avenue shops (MSGP10.61) Full planning application submitted. 

Tennyson and Newbolt (MSGP10.14) Draft framework being produced incorporating adjacent site 
of Northwood APH pursuant to application for Permission in Principle and Technical Details consent 
or full planning permission. Existing tenancies for garages on the site can be terminated at one 
month’s notice. 



Site of Northwood APH (MSGP10.15) Draft framework being produced incorporating adjacent site 
of Tennyson and Newbolt pursuant to application for Permission in Principle and Technical Details 
consent or full planning permission. It is proposed that development would commence in 2023. 

Holme Rise garages (MSGP10.98) Site survey information including position of services has been 
collated to help produce a development framework and planning application. Existing tenancies for 
garages can be terminated at one month’s notice. 

Thorne Avenue garages (MSGP10.91) Site survey information including position of services has been 
collated to help produce a development framework and planning application. Existing tenancies for 
garages can be terminated at one month’s notice. 

Gladeley Way garages (MSGP10.105) Site survey information including position of services has been 
collated to help produce a development framework and planning application. Existing tenancies for 
garages can be terminated at one month’s notice. 

Windmill Hills School (MSGP10.14) Site survey information including position of services has been 
collated. In addition, intrusive site investigation work has been carried out to help support a 
planning application. 

Wolseley Close (MSGP10.40) Site survey information including position of services has been collated 
to help produce a development framework and planning application. It is proposed that 
development will commence in 2023. 

Site of Children’s Home, Harlow Green (Malton Green) (MSGP10.24) A development framework 
has been produced to help develop a revised scheme for the site. This takes into account site 
gradients and includes site survey information including position of services. 

North of Teams Medical Centre (MSGP10.146) Layouts have been produced for the site along with 
site investigation work, such as an ecological survey of the existing building. This is to help support a 
planning application. 

Crawcrook Park (not allocated) Layouts have been produced for the site along with site 
investigation work which has allowed the layouts to take into account the presence of a public sewer 
and an open space assessment. This is to help support a planning application. Consultation has also 
taken place with Ward Members. 

Dunston Hill (Council-owned portion of site) (already allocated in CSUCP). Planning permission has 
been resolved to be granted for the site subject to the signing of a Section 106 Agreement. Whilst 
the Council section of the site only has outline permission, work is underway to produce a detailed 
layout to inform a reserved matters planning application. The Council-owned portion of the site is 
now vacant. 

The Council is clear that it wishes to see its own land come forward for a mixture of housing tenures 
to make Gateshead a place where everyone thrives and is making significant investment in 
developing land and bringing forward sites to do this. 

I trust this information is helpful in providing assurance regarding the Council’s commitment in 
bringing forward housing sites. If further information is required then I would be pleased to assist.   



 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Peter Udall    

Acting Strategic Director of Economy, Innovation and Growth 


