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1. As requested, the Council is providing further updates to housing evidence supporting Making 

Spaces for Growing Places (MSGP). 
 
2. This includes updates which have been made to the Housing Supply Topic Paper & appendices, 

housing trajectory and site specific evidence on deliverability, in addition to some minor 
corrections where discrepancies have been identified. These are attached. 

3. Also attached are letters of support provided by the Gateshead Regeneration Partnership (GRP) 
and from Gateshead’s acting Strategic Director of Economy, Innovation and Growth, setting out 
their commitment and plans for bringing forward GRP and other Council owned housing sites.  
 

4. The Housing Supply Topic Paper confirms that, after excluding units that would not come 
forward before 2024/25, Gateshead could not currently demonstrate a five year housing land 
supply, with table 4 identifying a 4.37 year supply in the context of the requirement set out in 
CSUCP Policy CS10.  The Inspector is asked to note that the supply position has been updated to 
align the Council’s approach with the Inspector’s comments, and to align with the PPG to take 
account of completions of student accommodation in Gateshead which have not been factored 
in until now. 
 

5. The Council considers the shortfall to be limited and that it does not undermine the soundness 
of MSGP.  In particular: 

 
 MSGP proposes an ample supply of houses over the plan period, amounting to a 

surplus of approximately 2800 dwellings against the requirements set out in the 
CSUCP. 
 

 If the requirement for the rest of the plan period is averaged out instead of using the 
stepped approach, as set out in policy CS10, Gateshead would currently have 
approximately a 5.8 year supply. 

 
 The current reduction has been as a result of a delay in building on some of our larger 

green belt sites which have been subject to complicated land owner discussions rather 
than any planning issue.  These discussions are now concluded on 2 of the larger sites 
with development expected to begin soon. In addition it is anticipated by the time the 
Plan is adopted a number of additional sites not currently factored in will start 
development within the 5 year period, contributing to Gateshead’s 5 year supply.  

 
 As confirmed in the Housing Topic Paper (paragraphs 21 and 22), the Council has 

taken an extremely cautious approach to housing delivery on windfall sites, which in 
reality  is likely to be at a higher level. 

6. Further, the requirements set out in the CSUCP need to be seen in context.  The PPG advises 
that where an adopted housing requirement needs to be updated (reasons for updating could 
include an inability to demonstrate a five year housing land supply), the five year housing land 
supply should be measured against the area’s local housing need figure calculated using the 
standard method. For Gateshead the latest local housing need figure (447 per annum) is 



considerably lower than the adopted (stepped) housing requirement for years 2019-24 (average 
of 740 per annum), and applying this approach would therefore result in Gateshead having an 
8.9 year supply of deliverable housing sites based on the calculation in Table 4 of our Housing 
Topic Paper. 
 

7. Further, when the supply position at Newcastle is taken into account, the joint CSUCP plan-area 
(i.e. the housing market area) would be able to demonstrate a five year housing land supply (in 
addition to cumulative excess delivery against the government’s housing delivery test (2018)). 
 

8. The Council has regular constructive dialogue with developers and volume housebuilders and 
there is confidence that many of our larger sites will commence development in the next year 
or two, following on from sites such as Crawcrook North and Sunniside SE where development 
is well progressed. As indicated in the submitted evidence, including the progressive measures 
set out in Gateshead’s Housing Delivery Test Action Plan (2019), the Council remains committed 
to facilitating and accelerating housing delivery across the range of allocated housing sites.  
 

9. The Council is also working closely with Homes England in relation to the Local Authority 
Accelerated Construction programme to help bring forward sites. The funding is subject to strict 
milestones in relation to the delivery of housing on these allocated and proposed to be 
allocated sites. Alongside MSGP policies this provides market certainty and a framework for 
housing delivery at pace and within achievable timescales within the next five years. To date we 
have accepted funding in relation to the sites at: 

 
 Kelvin Grove, Rowlands Gill and Windy Nook – GRP sites where development has 

commenced delivering 114 units.  
 Clasper Village – a Council led housing development with full planning permission 

for 191 units where development has commenced on site.   
 Askew Road West –  Council owned site where Permission in principle for up to 190 

homes is likely to be granted within the next month. Design works are underway  
and the procurement of a developer is about to commence.  

10. We are also in the process of securing funding at: 
 

 Freight depot – Council owned GRP site and a planning application is to be 
submitted on 31st January ,with development  commencing within the next 12 
months to develop up to 300 units. 

 Brandling - Council owned GRP site where it is intended to commence development 
within the next 12 months to develop up to 150 units. 

11. Taking these factors into account it is clear allowing MSGP to progress (along with Newcastle’s 
Development and Allocations Plan) will help to provide certainty to developers in the local 
housing market, in particular SME developers. This would strengthen the Council’s ability to 
resist applications for speculative development, even if the Council could not show a 5yhls at 
the point at which any such application fell to be determined.   
 

12. In relation to the timelines of the MSGP examination, the Council along with Newcastle City 
Council are in the process of finalising a review of the Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan, with 
Cabinet deadlines at the end of February. Therefore, receipt of an interim report on MSGP by 
Friday 14th February, if possible, would help to provide certainty to the CSUCP review report.  

 


