
METROGREEN AREA ACTION PLAN 
EmErging Vision & objEctiVEs

DECEMBER 2018



REVISION NO: ISSUE DATE: PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY:

JFJB07/12/18 02

P10846-00-001-700-02 MetroGreen AAP

2



MetroGreen brings together sustainable waterfront communities offering a hugely 

attractive lifestyle with the River Tyne as it's backdrop and easy access to city and county, 
riverside and seaside.

A mix of distinct neighbourhoods are well connected to local facilities and 

activities. At the core of the area, integrated with these neighbourhoods, is a re-imagined 

Metrocentre - outward looking and incorporating an exciting leisure offer of regional 

importance.

Connected communities - residential and business - are supported by excellent public 

transport and a green network of parks, streets and spaces with water never far away. 

1. Vision and objectiVes
1.1 EmErging Vision

Vision and objectives for MetroGreen have been 
drafted taking Gateshead Council’s draft from 
the Area Action Plan brief, exploring this through 
the baseline stage and further testing ideas 
through a stakeholder visioning workshop. These 
pages outline the vision, themes and strategic 
objectives which will support the development 
of spatial options and their testing.

METROGREEN VISION
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Following the completion of a comprehensive 
baseline evidence report and stakeholder 
visioning workshop a number of key objectives 
have been identified in order to guide the AAP 
and successfully achieve the vision. The design 
objectives are outlined through the following 
themes:

• Neighbourhoods & Housing
• Facilities, Leisure & Wellbeing 
• Sustainable Transport Connections
• Greenspace & Bio-diversity
• Water & Blue-infrastructure
• Low Carbon
• Economy & Employment 

Underpinning these strategic objectives will be a 
focus on delivery and quality.

Fig. 1: Emerging themes

1.2 Draft thEmEs
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Providing a mix of distinct integrated 
neighbourhoods and initially pioneering 
communities promoting local distinctiveness 
and design quality in line with Building for life.

2.1 nEighbourhooDs, communitiEs & housing

The Staiths

2. strategic objectiVes

Accordia, Cambridge

K1 Cohousing, Cambridge
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Supporting community well-being with a range 
of sustainable and accessible clustered facilities 
including a local neighbourhood and regional 
leisure offer.

2.2 facilitiEs, lEisurE & wEll-bEing

Lightmoor, TelfordIntu Lakeside

Accordia, Cambridge
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2.3 sustainablE transport connEctions

Promoting safe and attractive linkages across 
MetroGreen for a hierarchy of users - including 
walking, cycling and public transport - as well 
as high quality connectivity to the city and the 
broader hinterland.

Metrocentre Bus Interchange
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Providing a network of greenspace, open space 
and green routes that support communities, 
connectivity and bio-diversity.

2.4 grEEnspacE & bio-DiVErsity

Pocket Park. The Staiths 

Barking Riverside
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Making the most of the waterside - the Tyne 
and Derwent - balancing community interest, 
ecology, landscape integration and managing 
the water environment.

2.5 watEr & bluE infrastructurE
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Promoting sustainability through a low carbon 
approach to land use, transport, energy, waste 
and housing.

2.6 low carbon

Modern Methods of Construction (MMC) 

Oxley Wood, Milton Keynes 

Central Energy Centre, Eddington 

Passivhaus, PHI Architects (Daniel Burton Photography)
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Underpinning a mixed-use approach integrating 
with the sub-region, sustainable local 
employment, skills and training.

2.7 Economy & EmploymEnt
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3.0 conclusions & next steps

The MetroGreen development area is an a exciting 

opportunity for the growth of a strategic location.

The emerging vision and objectives clearly differentiates 

this new community from other emerging developments 

and holds a strong foundation for local placemaking.

A strong degree of consensus has been developed as 

part of an integral engagement process and a firm 

platform provided for more detailed optioneering work 

and further exploration of delivery. 
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