
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kim Russel 
Programme Officer 
6 Laurel Gardens 
Kendal 
Cumbria 
LA9 6FE 

 

September 2019 
 

Examination of Gateshead Local Plan part 3: Making Spaces for growing Places: 
Inspector's Matters, Issues and Questions 

Dear Kim, please find below written representation by Newcastle International Airport 
Limited (NIAL). 

1. NIAL has provided a detailed commentary in response to the following Matters 
Issues and Questions (MIQs). It is understood that these MIQs will form the basis of 
the discussions at the hearing sessions. 

 
Question 6.23 - Does the Plan make sufficient provision for aerodrome 
safeguarding? 

2. No, for the reasons outlined in NIAL's December 2018 response to MSGP19 
consultation (See paragraph 2 of response reference number 27). 

 
3. In terms of the Council's September 2019 response to MIQs, it is clear that 

Aerodrome Safeguarding has been considered within certain policies (noting CS1, 
CS5 and KEA1 were outlined specifically) and policy MSGP29 does consider impacts 
upon the Airport, radar and aircraft operation. 

 
4. The Council's suggestion for the flood risk and water management SPD to provide 

more detailed guidance about the aerodrome safeguarding process is also noted 
(see reference 182 in the March 2019 schedule of representations document). 

 
5. However, as previously outlined in our response (see reference 27, paragraph 2), it is 

still clear that there are gaps in other areas - such as MSGP 25, 30, 33 and 37 - 
which would all impact on the Airport's obstacle limitation surfaces. Also the flood risk 
and water management SPD amendments would not cover all aerodrome 
safeguarding development issues. 
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6. Therefore, NIAL request that a dedicated policy is added to the MSGP plan covering 
all aspects of Aerodrome Safeguarding to achieve a more effective policy and avoid 
repetition. NIAL would be happy to work with the Council to develop this. 

 
7. In relation to the tests of soundness for the plan set out in paragraphs 35-37 of the 

NPPF, the Airport considers that the addition of a standalone safeguarding policy, is 
considered necessary for the policies to be effective in safeguarding the safe 
operation of aircraft operating from the Airport. 

 
8. Furthermore, since NIAL responded to the original MSGP consultation in December 

2018, the CAA (Civil Aviation Authority) announced some proposed changes to 
policy guidance notes (which could potentially impact on the limits of NIAL's 
aerodrome safeguarding zone). It is therefore particularly important that the Council 
work with NIAL to understand how these changes may impact on their planning 
application assessment process. 

 
9. Also since we responded to the MSGP Consultation, Northumberland County Council 

published a Draft Local Plan, which included a dedicated policy on Aerodrome 
Safeguarding (Policy TRA 7). Therefore, NIAL's suggested approach outlined in 
paragraph 6 above would be consistent with approaches neighbouring Local 
Authorities have taken- whose boundaries fall within the limits of our Safeguarding 
map. 

 
10. For the reasons outlined in our MSGP consultation response (see para 2.6 of 

response reference number 27), it is also suggested that NIAL's Airport Safeguarding 
zone is shown on the policies map. 

 
Question 6.22 - Does Policy MSGP29 make appropriate reference to mitigation 
of the impacts of renewable and low carbon energy schemes, with particular 
reference to impacts on airport, radar and aircraft operation? 

 
11. NIAL would welcome the suggestions to be included as a consultee and to be given 

the opportunity to make representations regarding the required mitigation (as 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

proposed in paragraph 6.22.2 of the MSGP Matters, Issues and Questions (dated: 6 
September 2019) published document) and also welcome the minor modification to 
MSGP29 as suggested within paragraph 7.23 on the inclusion of cumulative impacts 
(see reference 90 of schedule of representation (by policy)). 

 
12. However, it is deemed that such wording read in isolation, does not comprehensively 

cover all Aerodrome Safeguarding considerations for renewable energy schemes 
and in particular more detail on the cumulative impacts of wind farms is required. 

 
13. Therefore, it is recommended that more comprehensive advice on the impacts of 

renewable energy schemes are included within the suggested standalone aerodrome 
safeguarding policy (as referenced in NIAL's response to question 6.23). A cross 
reference to this new policy should also be added to MSGP29, and NIAL are happy 
to work with the Council to develop this guidance. 

 
Question 6.5 Would Policy MSGP20 on noise be effective and consistent with 
national policy and guidance, with particular reference to paragraph 182 of the 
Framework? 

14. NIAL notes the Council's response to reference 72 in the published schedule of 
representations that the Borough is not being covered by the noise contour plan for 2016 
or future levels in 2035. However, NIAL would reiterate points outlined in our original 
consultation response (reference 27, paragraph 3), and in particular that the north 
western part of the plan area is underneath the main westerly departure route from 
Newcastle International Airport. 

15. Therefore aircraft will follow approved flight paths within the Gateshead Borough. 
Also, certain areas within the Gateshead Borough are on the fringe of our 2035 noise 
contours and therefore noise aviation will be audible. These points are key 
considerations to be taken into account during the planning application process and 
through the development of policy MSGP20. NIAL request that we are consulted on 
development applications where these aircraft noise considerations apply. 

 
 

Kind regards, 

 
Jamie Atkinson I Airport Planner I Newcastle International 
(0)191 2143279 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 


	September 2019
	September 2019
	Question 6.23 - Does the Plan make sufficient provision for aerodrome safeguarding?
	Question 6.23 - Does the Plan make sufficient provision for aerodrome safeguarding?
	Question 6.22 - Does Policy MSGP29 make appropriate reference to mitigation of the impacts of renewable and low carbon energy schemes, with particular reference to impacts on airport, radar and aircraft operation?
	Question 6.22 - Does Policy MSGP29 make appropriate reference to mitigation of the impacts of renewable and low carbon energy schemes, with particular reference to impacts on airport, radar and aircraft operation?
	Question 6.5 Would Policy MSGP20 on noise be effective and consistent with national policy and guidance, with particular reference to paragraph 182 of the Framework?
	Question 6.5 Would Policy MSGP20 on noise be effective and consistent with national policy and guidance, with particular reference to paragraph 182 of the Framework?

