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Gateshead Making Spaces for Growing Places Local Plan Document 

Statement of Common Ground 

05 September 2019 

1. Introduction

1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is between the following parties:

 Gateshead Council; and

 UK Land Investments Ltd (Respondent Reference: 40).

1.2 It relates to Gateshead Council’s Making Spaces for Growing Places (MSGP) Local Plan 

Document which is currently at its examination stage. 

1.3 The purpose of the SoCG is to agree a number of points in relation to the approach 

in the MSGP to UK Land Investments Ltd’s land interests at Chainbridge Road 

Industrial Estate, Blaydon. A plan outlining the extent of the land interest is appended 

to this SoCG. The SoCG is intended to assist the Inspector in her examination of the 

MSGP.  

2. Background and Context

2.1 Representations were submitted on behalf of UK Land Investments Ltd to the

Submission Draft of the MSGP in December 2018. These representations were

submitted in the context of UK Land Investments Ltd promoting retail/leisure-led

development on its land and its overall view that its site should thus form part of an

extended district centre at Blaydon. Linked to this UK Land Investments Ltd had

concerns regarding the absence of a positive approach in MSGP to meeting future

needs, and in particular proposals for aaccommodating retail growth and the growth

of district centres over the plan period.
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2.2 As highlighted in the representations, outline planning permission was granted on UK 

Land Investments Ltd’s land in December 2016 for the following development: 

 

“Mixed use retail/leisure development comprising of a discount 

foodstore (1936 sqm GFA), DIY bulky goods store (4755 sqm GFA), 

bulky goods unit (632 sqm GFA), pub/restaurant (600 sqm GFA) and 

a drive-thru restaurant.” 

 

2.3 Whilst there is a continuing commitment to deliver the discount foodstore element of 

the proposals (with Aldi identified as the operator), a subsequent application 

submitted to broaden the range of non-food retail goods to be sold on the site was 

withdrawn further to concerns, and subsequent discussions with the Council identified 

a preference for the development of the discount foodstore alongside residential 

development. 

 

2.4 Following this, there has been ongoing discussions with the Council regarding bringing 

forward viable, deliverable and sustainable development on the site; including 

exploring some non-retail uses to sit beside the Aldi foodstore (including potential 

residential uses). 

 

2.5 UK Land Investments Ltd therefore supports the removal of the site from the Blaydon 

Employment Area which provides a flexible approach to future development options 

to be fully explored on its land. 

 

3. Matters Agreed Between Parties 

3.1 Given the context provided above, it is no longer fundamental to UK Land Investments 

Ltd that its land is included within an extended boundary of Blaydon District Centre. 

As a result of this both Gateshead Council and UK Land Investments Ltd agree to the 

following: 

 Subject to relevant development plan policies (including sequential and impact 

assessment) and other material considerations, support for;  
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 The provision of a discount food store; and 

 A wider mix of uses including residential.  

 

4. Conclusions 

4.1 This SoCG has been agreed between Gateshead Council and UK Land Investments 

Ltd and relates to the Making Spaces for Growing Places (MSGP) Local Plan Document 

(which is currently undergoing examination) and its implications for UK Land 

Investment Ltd’s land interests at Chainbridge Road Industrial Estate, Blaydon. Its 

production is to assist the Inspector when examining the MSGP. 

4.2 Following the grant of outline planning permission in December 2016 for retail and 

leisure development on the site, it is UK Land Investment Ltd’s intention to bring 

forward the discount foodstore element of these proposals (to be operated by Aldi) 

but to now explore alternative viable uses elsewhere on the site. This SoCG seeks to 

facilitate this and reflects the ongoing work between the parties to bring forward 

viable, deliverable and sustainable development on the site. 
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Name:    Sandra Manson        

Senior Director, Pegasus Group 

         

       4th September 2019 

Signature: …………….………..…………….   Date:  ……………………………………… 

 

 

 

On behalf of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council  

  Neil Wilkinson 

Name:      ………………………………………………  

       4th September 2019 

Signature: ………………………………………………  Date:  ………………………………………. 
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Appendix 1 - Site Location Plan 

 

 


