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Examination of the Making Spaces for Growing Places Local Plan 

Document (Site Allocations and Development Management Policies) 

Submission Draft Plan October 2018 

Inspector: Joanna Gilbert 

MA (Hons) MTP 

MRTPI 

Programme Officer: Melvyn Mallam-Churchill

Address: c/o Gateshead 

Council, Civic Centre, 

Regent Street, 

Gateshead, NE8 1HH. 

Tel: 0191 433 2149 

Email: programmeofficer@gateshead.gov.uk 

Pre-Hearing Note 2: Green Belt 

Dear Mr Wilkinson, 

Thank you for the Council’s response to several of the initial questions I posed in 

my Pre-Hearing Note 1 and for setting out timescales for further work to address 

my questions on housing. Given your response to my Question 9 on Green Belt 

in my Pre-Hearing Note 1, I have further questions. 

I note from your response to Pre-Hearing Note 1 that the Council is proposing to 

remove 2 sites from the Green Belt at MSGP10.25 Charlie Street and MSGP10.26 

Sealburns Farm in Greenside, while 5 other sites at MSGP10.12, MSGP10.45, 

MSGP10.47, MSGP10.65, and MSGP10.69 would remain in the Green Belt but 

would be allocated for residential development. 

Paragraph 136 of the National Planning Policy Framework (the Framework) 

confirms that once established, Green Belt boundaries should only be altered 

where exceptional circumstances are fully evidenced and justified, through the 

preparation or updating of plans. Strategic policies should establish the need for 

any changes to Green Belt boundaries, having regard to their intended 

permanence in the long term, so they can endure beyond the plan period. Where 

a need for changes to Green Belt boundaries has been established through 

strategic policies, detailed amendments to those boundaries may be made 

through non-strategic policies, including neighbourhood plans. 

I would therefore appreciate responses to the following questions and provision 

of particular documents: 

1. Reference is made in the Council’s Strategic Housing Land Availability

Assessment 2017 at paragraphs 17 - 19 to Green Belt sites and the

Inspector’s Report for the Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan (CSUCP).

Could an electronic copy of the Inspector’s Report be provided to me?

2. With reference to the CSUCP where relevant, is the Council’s approach to

assessing and allocating potential sites in the Green Belt for development

soundly based and consistent with the Framework and the CSUCP? Have

exceptional circumstances been demonstrated to alter Green Belt

boundaries?
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3. Has a Green Belt Review been undertaken, and if so, is the approach taken

in the Green Belt Review robust and justified? If a Green Belt Review has

been undertaken, can the Council provide me with an electronic copy? If the

proposed site allocations are referred to in the Green Belt Review, please

provide page/paragraph numbers and any relevant site reference numbers.

Next Steps 

The Council is requested to respond to this Pre-Hearing Note by 2 July 2019. If 

you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me via the 

Programme Officer. Thank you for your assistance. 

Joanna Gilbert 

INSPECTOR 

13 June 2019 




