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Examination of the Making Spaces for Growing Places Local Plan 

Document (Site Allocations and Development Management Policies) 

Submission Draft Plan October 2018 

Inspector: Joanna Gilbert 

MA (Hons) MTP 

MRTPI 

Programme Officer: Melvyn Mallam-Churchill

Address: c/o Gateshead 

Council, Civic Centre, 

Regent Street, 

Gateshead, NE8 1HH. 

Tel: 0191 433 2149  
Email: programmeofficer@gateshead.gov.uk 

Pre-Hearing Note 1: Initial Questions 

Dear Mr Wilkinson, 

As you are aware, I have been appointed to examine the Making Spaces for 

Growing Places Local Plan Document (Site Allocations and Development 

Management Policies)(the Plan). I have commenced my preparation and have 

some initial questions for the Council which are set out below. The responses to 

these questions will help me to determine how best the Examination should 

proceed, and to better focus the Matters, Issues and Questions (MIQs). It 

includes several requests for further information. As my preparation develops, I 

may have further questions. 

1. The submission documents include what the Council identifies as a Schedule

of Proposed Minor Modifications (March 2019) to the Plan. Can the Council

confirm that these have not been subject to any consultation to date? If that

is the case, the Examination will be based upon the Submission version of

the Plan, with due regard given to the Council’s proposed schedule as a

supporting document.

2. Can the Council please provide me with Natural England’s response to

consultation on Habitats Regulations Assessment. I also bring the Council’s

attention to a recent judgment (Judgment of the Court (Seventh Chamber)

of 12 April 2018 People Over Wind and Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta).

Has the Council taken account of this judgment in considering Habitats

Regulations Assessment?

3. With regard to paragraphs 7.15.7, 7.24.7, 7.32.5, 7.34.5, and 7.36.6 of the

Council’s Compliance Statement, please can the Council confirm which

representations are referred to and which policies they relate to?

4. Please send through electronic copies of the Unitary Development Plan 2007,

Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document, Making it Happen

Supplementary Planning Document, and Householder Extensions

Supplementary Planning Document for reference purposes.

Housing 

5. To aid the Examination process, the Council is requested to provide a

Housing Supply Topic Paper electronically which identifies likely housing

mailto:programmeofficer@gateshead.gov.uk
mailto:programmeofficer@gateshead.gov.uk


EX 01 

2 

provision over the Plan period, sets out the Council’s five year land supply 

position, and draws together all the supply evidence in one place. The Paper 

should include: 

a. A summary table which sets out estimated housing provision over the

Plan period, broken down by sources of supply (e.g. existing planning

permissions, other commitments, windfalls, Core Strategy and Urban

Core Plan allocations, and proposed allocations in this Plan);

b. Linked to the summary table, a housing trajectory (which takes account

of all sources of supply and builds on the Plan’s Appendix 2);

c. An overview of sources and assumptions/methodology applied to derive

site capacity, density, delivery rates and timings including general

phasing and density assumptions.

6. The presence of site profiles in the Strategic Housing Land Availability

Assessment Update 2018 is noted. However, I would be grateful if individual

factsheets for each of the proposed housing site allocations could be

provided electronically and in paper format. The factsheets should include

the following information:

a. Site name and reference numbers as used in the Plan and in any

supporting evidence documents;

b. Site area (and potential number of dwellings) including gross and net site

areas and net density;

c. Current land use;

d. Any designations within or close to the site, e.g. Green Belt, landscape,

biodiversity, heritage, agricultural land classification;

e. Any particular infrastructure requirements/issues/constraints;

f. Brief overview of any permissions, masterplans, estimated timescale and

rate of delivery for housing completions;

g. Summary of issues raised in representations;

h. Site plan on A4 showing the site (named and numbered as per the Plan)

and surrounding area on a clear OS base with road/place names;

i. Deliverability/developability based on the definitions in the National

Planning Policy Framework;

j. Summary of Sustainability Appraisal results for site;

k. Conclusion, setting out reasons for allocation.

7. Additionally, please can I be provided with maps of the borough in electronic

format which shows the rejected housing allocation sites (with site reference

numbers). Rejected site maps are acceptable at a ward level.

8. Could the Council please confirm what stage of development the MetroGreen

Area Action Plan (AAP) has reached and the current timetable for the AAP?
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Green Belt 

9. Notwithstanding the information provided at paragraphs 3.8 – 3.11 of the

Plan, can the Council confirm which proposed allocation sites are currently

located in the Green Belt? Which proposed allocation sites are proposed to

be removed from the Green Belt and which are proposed to remain in the

Green Belt? How have the proposed allocation sites in the Green Belt been

assessed in the Sustainability Appraisal?

Next Steps 

The Council is requested to respond to the matters in this Pre-Hearing Note 

relating to the Schedule of Proposed Modifications, Habitats Regulations 

Assessment, provision of existing plan and SPDs, the Compliance Statement, 

and Green Belt by 10 June 2019, and to provide a timetable for the production 

of the more detailed items regarding housing by the same date. 

I will circulate Matters, Issues and Questions in due course and a draft hearing 

programme and guidance notes once more details are known. Please note the 

Council will need to give at least 6 weeks’ notice before the start of the first 

hearing. I envisage the hearings commencing in September 2019, but this will 

depend to some extent on receipt of the information requested. 

If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me via 

the Programme Officer. Thank you for your assistance. 

Joanna Gilbert 

INSPECTOR 

24 May 2019 


