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Introduction 

This note sets out the approach taken by Gateshead Council in assessing the likely cumulative impact on 

the highway network of the land allocations included within ‘Making Spaces for Growing Places’ (MSGP); 

drawing on the extensive modelling work undertaken for the development of ‘Planning for the Future: Core 

Strategy and Urban Core Plan for Gateshead and Newcastle upon Tyne 2010-2030’ (CSUCP) and modelling 

undertaken by Newcastle City Council as part of the development of MSGP. 

CSUCAAP Modelling 

Traffic modelling to assess the potential impacts of the quantum of development set out in CSUCP was 

undertaken on behalf of Gateshead and Newcastle City Councils by consultants WSP and JMP.  The reports 

outlining the results of the modelling work were submitted as evidence for the CSUCP Examination in Public 

(EiP) and have also been submitted as evidence for this MSGP EiP. 

The modelling was based on the quantum of development outlined in the CSUCP namely: 

• 70Ha of employment land in Gateshead (150ha overall including 80HA Newcastle) 

• 8,500 net increase in homes in Gateshead (25,500 overall including 17,000 Newcastle) 

 

The NewcastleGateshead Local Development Framework Modelling Assessment, 2012 assessed the 

transport impact of the Local Plan.  The transport impacts on the highway and public transport networks 

considered: 

• The overall levels and components of travel demand across the conurbation, and the wider city-

region, currently and by the Local Plan year of 2030; 

• The performance of local transport networks - both now and in future years, with identification of 

network-related opportunities and growth-related impacts; 

• The impact of Local Plan policies and sites on the performance of the transport network across the 

conurbation, related to achieving the wider objectives of the Local Plan. These are assessed in 

relation to the impact of committed developments, and background sources of future traffic and 

demand growth that would occur even without the Local Plan; 

• The effectiveness of proposed transport mitigation measures in helping to overcome identified 

transport problems resulting from Local Plan policies, along with the identification of any further 

measures required to deliver mitigation of key transport impacts; and, 

• The broader impact of transport interventions, and how these impacts and mitigation schemes 

contribute to the strategic objectives of the Local Plan. 

 

The work highlighted that when development traffic was modelled without mitigation: 

 

In Gateshead the impact of the LDF traffic generally overlaps with existing congestion areas and bottlenecks 

on the A1, A184, Askew Road, Charles Street, Heworth & Felling Bypass and Durham Road. Additional 



schemes aimed at significant improvements to existing bottleneck and pinch-points will therefore also 

directly provide LDF mitigation. 

 

 

 

When potential mitigation schemes were added there were a small number of locations where there were 

residual concerns about congestion e.g. Heworth Roundabout.  All of this work fed into the development of 

the infrastructure delivery plan which was presented alongside the CSUCP and is carried through to MSGP.  

This methodology was considered at the CSUCP EiP and the inspector took no issue with the approach and 

the Plan was found to be sound and was adopted in 2015. 

Since adoption a number of the greenbelt release sites set out in the CSUCP have come forward and the 

Council has secured funding for a number of highway improvements.  For example, sites at Crawcrook and 

Ryton have been approved and the Council has secured funding towards a package of measures on the 

A695 and has already delivered the proposed improvements at Blaydon Roundabout.  In addition, other 

schemes have also been delivered including improvements at Heworth, replacing the roundabout with a 

signal-controlled junction. 

The future delivery of some of the schemes identified within the Infrastructure Delivery plan is 

strengthened by the policies contained in MSGP. 

MSGP 

The quantum of development outlined in MSGP includes: 

• 68.02Ha allocation of employment land plus 9.76Ha developed since CSUCP adoption totalling 

77.78 Ha 

• MSGP allocates sites totalling 2917homes.  This figure sits alongside sites allocated in CSUCP, those 

that will come forward through the MetroGreen Area Action Plan, completions etc; all of which 

contribute to the overall target of 8500 net increase in homes over the plan period. 



On that basis, the Council feels that the quantum of development proposed through MSGP is in line with 

that proposed through the CSUCP and the modelling work undertaken for that remains a valid indicator of 

the likely extent and level of traffic impacts. 

However, the Council recognises that the sites that make up that overall quantum, particularly in relation to 

housing, may well have changed over the intervening period.  On that basis, the proposed housing sites 

were fed into a modelling exercise undertaken by Newcastle City Council in 2018.  This modelling takes the 

proposed housing sites across Tyne & Wear and assigns generated trips for the AM peak to the network.  

There is no modelling of the impacts of any mitigation measures. 

The results of this modelling again indicate that, for Gateshead, the traffic generated by the additional 

housing follows a very similar pattern to that set out in the 2012 modelling; using the established major 

commuting routes and overlapping with existing areas of congestion. 

The distribution of trips is shown below, the circles indicate the housing sites included in the modelling. 

 



 

 

Highways England have also examined the revised list of development sites.  Their conclusion, as noted in 

our Statement of Common Ground, was that no further detailed modelling work was required.  Highways 

England indicated that they were happy with the way MSGP has developed and with the continued 

collaboration as the document has developed. 



The Council will be required to undertake a review of the Local Plan by March 2020, and then update the 

Plan as required, and Highways England have indicated that they will seek to undertake additional 

modelling as part of that process. 

Conclusion 

Given the above the Council feels that the policies set out in CSUCP and MSGP, along with the schemes 

outlined in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan, represent a sound approach to the delivery of the development 

proposals set out in those documents. 


