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Wildlife Corridors 

Wildlife corridors are landscape areas through which plants and animals are able to move. 
They are usually based on some feature of the landscape, such as a river, stream, disused 
railway line or linear woodland or heathland. Small linear features such as hedgerows and 
road verges are sometimes referred to as wildlife corridors in their own right, but in this 
document these small features are treated as components of the landscape-scale wildlife 
corridors defined here.  

Most of the wildlife corridors also play an important role in “green infrastructure”, 
providing pleasant linear routes for footpaths and cycleways. 

Corridor components 
Within each corridor there are usually a number of high quality wildlife sites designated as 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Local Wildlife Sites or Local Nature Reserves. Linking 
these sites there will be the linear features such as the ones described above. Some 
habitats, such as ponds, may be present discontinuously, but wildlife will still be able from 
one to the other along the corridor as long as the habitats are not too far apart. 
 
 
Wildlife movements 
Wildlife corridors support the movement of wildlife in two senses,  

• the gradual spread of a plant or animal species over several generations, and  

• the actual movements of individual animals and plants during their lives.  

In each sense, the corridor enables the plants and animals to travel through habitats in 
which they cannot, in the long term, survive, in order to reach more suitable habitats 
further along the corridor. Both senses are important. Plants normally move in the first 
sense, as seeds, though aquatic plants can move in the individual sense downstream along 
watercourses. Animals usually move in the second sense, and some individuals, such as 
otters, may travel along several corridors in both directions, perhaps many times in the 
course of their lives. 

 

Neighbouring local authorities 
The Gateshead Wildlife Corridors continue into the neighbouring local authorities. South 
Tyneside, City of Newcastle and City of Sunderland have the common heritage of the Tyne 
and Wear Nature Conservation Strategy, and retain the same corridor system in slightly 
modified forms. The counties of Northumberland and Durham have wildlife corridor 
planning policies, but their corridors are not defined as clearly as the former Tyne and 
Wear boroughs. 
 



 
Climate Change 
The presence of wildlife corridors gives both species and their habitats the facility to move 
more easily in response to the changing conditions caused by climate change. This may 
become very important in the near future, with the movement of southern species further 
north in response to the warming of the climate. This is being seen already, with the 
colonisation of north east England by several species of butterflies and dragonflies from 
the south. 
 

  



Gateshead’s corridors 

The wildlife corridors were first proposed in the Tyne and Wear Nature Conservation 
Strategy, which was published in 1988 and adopted by the five Tyne and Wear councils, 
including Gateshead. The Strategy had several ranks of corridors, including “Strategic” and 
“Local”. 

It subsequently became part of the Gateshead UDP, in a slightly modified form:- 

“ENV51 A network of wildlife corridors will be protected by resisting development 
or recreational use which would seriously impair their integrity or value to 
wildlife. Exceptionally, damaging developments may be allowed where habitats 
would be enhanced or where suitable replacement land is provided to retain the 
integrity of the corridor. 
 
11.99 Wildlife corridors allow and extend free movement of species between wildlife 
reservoirs, or large unspoilt areas of habitat, and into urban and semi-urban areas. 
The wildlife corridors in Gateshead were identified in 1988 by the Tyne and Wear 
Conservation Strategy. They link isolated sites supporting a small number of species with 
other sources of wildlife and therefore allowing the potential colonisation of new sites. 
Once established, they should be protected from intrusive developments, including 
certain recreational uses. The nature conservation value of wildlife corridors should, 
where possible, be enhanced. Development that is intrusive may be acceptable if a 
suitable piece of land is brought into the wildlife corridor to replace that which is lost.” 
 
This description of the Gateshead Wildlife Corridors was prepared for the Gateshead LDF, 
and has, in the light of current thinking on landscape ecology and habitat connectivity, 
some further minor amendments. Most of these are because of the increased perception 
of the importance of river and stream systems as wildlife corridors. 

The corridors are based on a 500 metre zone on either side of each watercourse or other 
linear feature that provides the basis of the corridor. The edges of the corridor are 
reduced, where appropriate, by up to 100 metres to follow a hard boundary such as a 
road or urban edge. Farmsteads and small settlements close to the boundary are usually 
excluded. Local Wildlife Sites and some BAP habitats that would be bisected by the 500 
metre line are included within the corridor. 

 

 

 

 

  



Descriptions of the Gateshead corridors 

The corridors are individually illustrated on GIS base maps, with connecting corridors 
shown in a lighter shade. Where the corridor follows a boundary with an adjacent local 
authority, the corridor is shown on both sides of the boundary, for illustrative purposes. 
The boundary corridors with South Tyneside and City of Sunderland are also supported by 
those two councils. 

Each corridor has a written description, including- 

• a general description,  

• how it links with other corridors,  

• the nature of its main features 

• examples of species that move within the corridor 

• strengths of the corridor 

• weaknesses/opportunities to improve the corridor/planning gain 

• Local wildlife sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest and RIGS within the corridor 
 

 

  



Stanley Burn 

This wildlife corridor is based on the Stanley Burn and its tributaries, which form the 
western boundary of Gateshead.  The corridor is shared with the county of 
Northumberland, to the west of the Stanley Burn. 

The Stanley Burn Wildlife Corridor links the River Tyne and the Blaydon Burn wildlife 
corridors. The junctions with these two corridors are especially important points. 

The most important components are the burns and their woodland valleys, particularly 
the ancient semi-natural woodlands close to the burns.  

This corridor is particularly important for the movement of woodland plants and animals. 

Points in this corridor which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which need 
particular care or improvement are places where the A695 and the B6395 roads cross the 
Stanley Burn. 

 

Local Wildlife Sites 
Local Wildlife Sites which are components of this corridor are (north to south) Mill Wood, 
Crookhill Pasture, Crookhoe Pond and Wood, Bradley Dene, Bradley Park, Stanley Burn 
(North), Stanley Burn (South), Guards Wood, Guards Farm Meadows, Clinty Wood, and 
Clinty Wood West. These LWSs form an almost continuous series along the core area of 
the corridor. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 



Milkwell Burn 

This wildlife corridor is based on the Milkwell Burn and its tributaries, which form the 
western boundary of Gateshead.  The corridor is shared with the county of 
Northumberland, to the west of the Milkwell Burn. 

The Milkwell Burn Wildlife Corridor links the River Derwent and the Blaydon Burn wildlife 
corridors. The junctions with these two corridors are especially important points. 

The most important components are the burns and their woodland valleys, particularly 
the ancient semi-natural woodlands close to the burns.  

This corridor is particularly important for the movement of woodland plants and animals. 

A point in this corridor which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which needs 
particular care or improvement is the confluence of the Milkwell Burn with the Derwent, 
on the edge of the Blackhall Mill urban area. 

 

Local Wildlife Sites 
Local Wildlife Sites which are components of this corridor are Milkwell Burn and Milkwell 
Burn (Streamside).  These LWSs form an almost continuous series along the core area of 
the corridor. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



River Tyne 

This wildlife corridor is based on the tidal River Tyne, which forms the northern boundary 
of Gateshead.  The corridor is shared with the county of Northumberland and the City of 
Newcastle, to the north of the river. This corridor continues upstream into 
Northumberland, and downstream through South Tyneside and North Tyneside to the 
sea. 

The River Tyne Wildlife Corridor links with the Stanley Burn, Blaydon Burn, River Derwent 
and River Team wildlife corridors. The junctions with these four river tributary corridors 
are especially important points. The Follingsby Corridor, along the boundaries with City of 
Sunderland and South Tyneside, links to the Tyne corridor at Bill Quay. 

The most important components of the Tyne Wildlife Corridor are the river itself and the 
mudflats, saltmarshes and occasional natural rocky shores along its banks. Riverbank 
woodlands and grasslands are also notable. 

This corridor is particularly important for the movement of aquatic plants and animals, 
including salmon, otters and large numbers of waterfowl and wading birds. 

Points in this corridor which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which need 
particular care or improvement are places where the river is crossed by bridges, 
particularly in central Gateshead, and places where the natural banks have been replaced 
with hard edges. Pollution in the lower reaches is also an important factor. 

 

Local Wildlife Sites 
Local Wildlife Sites and Sites of Scientific Interest (SSSIs) which are components of this 
corridor are (west to east) Mill Wood, Wylam Riverside, Eels Wood, Clara Vale Pit Yard, 
Clara Vale Pond, Westfield Pasture, Ryton Willows SSSI, Holburn Dene, Ryton Runhead, 
Hedgefield Quarry, Shibdon Pond West, Shibdon Pond SSSI, Shibdon Meadows, Tidal River 
Derwent, Tyne Mudflats, the Kittiwake Tower, Felling Shore and Bill Quay. These sites 
form an almost continuous series along the core area of the corridor west of the Tyne 
Bridges, becoming fragmented downriver from the Bridges. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



Blaydon Burn 

This wildlife corridor is based on the Blaydon/Barlow Burn and its tributaries.   

The Blaydon Burn Wildlife Corridor links the River Tyne and the Stanley Burn and Milkwell 
Burn wildlife corridors. The junctions with these three corridors are especially important 
points. 

The most important components are the burns, their woodland valleys, particularly the 
ancient semi-natural woodlands close to the burns, and the grasslands on sandy soils that 
are a key feature of this corridor.  

This corridor is particularly important for the movement of woodland and grassland plants 
and animals. 

Points in this corridor which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which need 
particular care or improvement are places where the  B6317 and the minor Blaydon Burn 
road cross the Blaydon Burn valley, and the sections of the Blaydon Burn which have been 
culverted during the industrial history of the lower burn, particularly at those two road 
crossings. 

 

Local Wildlife Sites 
Local Wildlife Sites which are components of this corridor are (north to south) Tyne 
Mudflats, Blaydon Burn, Barlow Burn East, Barlow Burn West, Barlow Gill Wood, Reeley 
Mires West Wood, Coalburns Wagonway, Coalburn Plantation, and Coal Burn. These LWSs 
form an almost continuous series along the core area of the corridor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



River Derwent 

This wildlife corridor is based on the River Derwent and its tributaries.  The corridor is 
shared with Durham County, to the west of Rowlands Gill. 

The River Derwent Wildlife Corridor links the River Tyne and the Milkwell Burn and 
Bobgins Burn wildlife corridors. The junctions with these three other corridors are 
especially important points.  

Three  branches  of the River Derwent Wildlife Corridor, provide links to the Blaydon Burn 
Wildlife Corridor. These are- 

• The Thornley Corridor, via Thornley Wood, Huntley Gill and the Brockwell Wood. 

•  The High and Low Spen Burn Corridor, via the Spen Burn and Spen Banks LWSs. 

• The Chopwell Wood Corridor, via Chopwell Wood, Miller’s Wood and Coalburns 
Plantation. 

The most important components of this set of corridors are the River Derwent itself and 
its woodland valleys, particularly the ancient semi-natural woodlands close to the river 
and its tributary streams. Also notable are the salt marsh fringe where the river is tidal 
and the species-rich grasslands that still occur along the length of the valley. 

The corridors are particularly important for the movement of woodland and aquatic 
plants and animals, including coarse fish and otters. 

Points in these corridors which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which need 
particular care or improvement are the canalised lower part of the tidal section and the 
section of the Derwent as it passes the built up area of Blackhall Mill. 

Local Wildlife Sites 
The 26 Local Wildlife Sites and SSSIs which are components of the River Derwent corridor 
are (north to south), Tyne Mudflats, Tidal River Derwent, Axwell Park, Derwent Walk 
Country Park, Dam Head Wood, Dam Head Meadow SSSI, Mill Bank Wood, Clockburn 
Dene Wood, Hagg Hill Wood, Hagg Farm Meadow, Thornley Wood SSSI, Gibside SSSI, 
Gibside Head of Snipes Dene, Lockhaugh Sewage Works, Cappy Scar Wood, Gibside West 
Wood, Spen Denes, Derwent Bridge Wood, Strother Hills LWS and SSSI, Strother Riverside, 
Lintzford Wood, Chopwell Wood, Chopwell Bomb Ponds, Tongue Burns and Milkwell Burn 
Wood. There are several other designated LWSs on the County Durham side of the river. 
These LWSs form an almost continuous series along the core area of the corridor. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



River Team 

This wildlife corridor is based on the River Team and its tributaries. The corridor is shared 
with County Durham upstream from the Lamesley Sewage Works. 

The River Team Wildlife Corridor links the River Tyne and the Windy Nook and Bobgins 
Burn wildlife corridors. The junctions with these three other corridors are especially 
important points. 

A branch of this wildlife corridor links Saltwell Park Lake to the River Team via Saltwell 
Cemetery, the Nine Pins railway sidings, High Teams railway line and the Team Valley 
Trading Estate. 

The most important components are the River Team itself, the salt marsh habitats of the 
tidal section, wet grasslands and ponds along the length of the river valley, and the 
ancient semi-natural woodlands of the upper reaches of the river valley.  

This corridor is particularly important for the movement of woodland and wetland plants 
and animals. 

Points in this corridor which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which need 
particular care or improvement are the heavily polluted tidal section, the significant 
pollution of much of the rest of the river, the narrowness of the corridor north of the A1 
dual carriageway, and the culverted sections under the Metro line and along Kingsway in 
the Team Valley Trading Estate. 

 

Local Wildlife Sites 
Local Wildlife Sites which are components of this corridor are (north to south) Tyne 
Mudflats, River Team Saltmarsh, Norwood Nature Park, Saltwell Park Lake, Lamesley 
Pastures, Tyne Marshalling Yards, Lamesley Reedbeds, Bowes Railway Walk, Bowes Valley 
Nature Reserve, Birtley Union Brickworks, Urpeth Bottoms, Mount Escob, and Ousbrough 
Wood. These LWSs form an almost continuous series along the corridor upstream of the 
A1/Coal House Roundabout, but are fragmented in the downstream section. 
 



 

 



Bobgins Burn 

This wildlife corridor is based on the Bobgins Burn and its tributaries, which form part of 
the southern boundary of Gateshead with County Durham, and, in County Durham, the 
Causey Burn.  The corridor is shared with County Durham to the south of Bobgins Burn. 

The Bobgins Burn Wildlife Corridor links the River Team and the River Derwent wildlife 
corridors. The junctions with these two corridors are especially important points. 

The most important components are the burns and their woodland valleys, particularly 
the ancient semi-natural woodlands close to the burns.  

This corridor is particularly important for the movement of woodland plants and animals 
between the Derwent and Team Valleys. 

Points in this corridor which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which need 
particular care or improvement are the places where the A692 Burnhopefield and the 
A6076 Stanley roads cross the corridor.  

 
Local Wildlife Sites 
Local Wildlife Sites which are components of this corridor are (west to east) Gibside West 
Wood, West Wood (County Durham) Bobgins Burn, Causey Mires SSSI (County Durham), 
Burdon Dene, Causey Arch Woods (County Durham), Ridley Gill SSSI, Hedley Hall Wood, 
Pockerley Farm Pond SSSI and Ousbrough Wood.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Windy Nook 

This wildlife corridor is based on a number of linked open spaces from Low Eighton 
through Beacon Lough, Windy Nook, Felling and Bill Quay.  

The Windy Nook Wildlife Corridor links the River Tyne and the River Team and Follingsby 
wildlife corridors. The junctions with these three other corridors are especially important 
points. 

The most important components are disused railway lines, golf courses, nature reserves, 
playing fields, domestic gardens, parks and other open spaces. 

This corridor is particularly important because it enables wildlife to move into the urban 
area, where it plays an important role in enriching people’s lives. 

Points in this corridor which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which need 
particular care or improvement are places where the A184 dual carriageway, in particular, 
and other roads cross the corridor. 

 

Local Wildlife Sites 
Local Wildlife Sites which are components of this corridor are (north to south) Bill Quay, 
Windy Nook, and Whitehills. These LWSs cover only a small proportion of the length of 
the corridor, which is mostly made up of other open spaces.  

 



 

 

 



 

Follingsby 

This wildlife corridor is based on the open space between the urban areas of Gateshead 
and Washington.  The corridor is shared with the City of Sunderland and with South 
Tyneside. 

The Follingsby Wildlife Corridor links the River Team and the River Tyne and the Windy 
Nook wildlife corridors, as well as other corridors in City of Sunderland and South 
Tyneside. The junctions with these three other corridors are especially important points. 

The most important components are small burns, forming the headwaters of the River 
Don, disused railway lines, particularly the Bowes railway, and acid grassland and heath 
habitats.  

This corridor is particularly important because it enables wildlife to move into the urban 
area, where it plays an important role in enriching people’s lives. 

Points in this corridor which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which need 
particular care or improvement are places where the A194 (M), the A194 and the A184(T) 
roads cross the corridor, particularly near the White Mare Pool roundabout, just across 
the Gateshead boundary in South Tyneside. The railway, currently disused, passing under 
the main roads at White Mare Pool is especially important for allowing the movement of 
wildlife into the urban green spaces of Pelaw Ponds, Bill Quay and South Tyneside. 

 

Local Wildlife Sites 
Local Wildlife Sites which are components of this corridor are (north to south) Bill Quay, 
Pelaw Ponds, Wardley Heap (in South Tyneside), Follingsby Burns, Sheddons Hill, Dunkirk 
Pond, Dunkirk Farm west and Bowes Railway Line. These LWSs form somewhat isolated 
parts of the corridor, separated by poorer quality agricultural land and urban areas. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Washing Well 

This wildlife corridor is based on the open space between the urban areas of 
Whickham/Sunniside and Lobley Hill/Gateshead. 

The Windy Nook Wildlife Corridor links the River Team and the River Derwent wildlife 
corridors. The junctions with these two other corridors are especially important points. 

The most important components are woodlands and species-rich grasslands. This corridor 
is particularly important because it enables wildlife to move into the urban area, where it 
plays an important role in enriching people’s lives. 

Points in this corridor which may impede the movement of wildlife, and which need 
particular care or improvement are places where the A1 and the A692 roads cross the 
corridor, particularly near the Metrocentre. 

 

Local Wildlife Sites 
Local Wildlife Sites which are components of this corridor are (West to east) Cross Lane 
Meadows, Whickham Thorns, Dunston Hill Pond, Washing Well wood, Watergate Forest 
Park Lake, Ravensworth Woods and Ponds, and Hagg Wood and Mitcheson’s Gill  These 
LWSs are distributed along the length of the corridor, separated by roads and  by poorer 
quality agricultural land. 

 

 



 

 

 

 


