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OUR COATSWORTH 
ROAD
SCHOOL 
RESOURCES

COATSWORTH ROAD 

Coatsworth Road is a fascinating and historic high street in Bensham, Gateshead. In 2013, a 
Heritage Lottery Grant was awarded to Gateshead Council to support the development and 
conservation of this important road. As part of this initiative, a series of learning resources 
were developed by 22 Sheds CIC to support schools to engage their young people in the 
history of their local area and to value the heritage around them through creative enquiry-led 
and skills-based workshops.

WHAT IS HERITAGE & CONSERVATION?

Our heritage is that which we have inherited from past generations, from the historic built 
environment, to objects, stories, traditions and skills. Conservation is understanding and 
looking after this legacy.

OUR COATSWORTH ROAD SCHOOL RESOURCES

There are three projects in this resources and each project can be adapted for Key Stage 1 & 
2 pupils.

STILL LIVES: Geography, Local History, Art & Design, Numeracy and Literacy subject areas.

PLACE, PATTERN, PRINT: Geography, Local History, Art & Design, Numeracy and Literacy 
subject areas.

HISTORY, PATTERN, PRODUCT: Geography, Local History, Art & Design, Numeracy and 
Literacy subject areas.
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ADDITIONAL RESEARCH AND INFORMATION TO SUPPORT TEACHERS 

Within each programme of work you can find direct links to resources and research, including 
digital links to websites and archives, or recommendations for other sources. A resource 
bag containing examples of work produced during the original project can be found at the 
Shipley Art Gallery, and used by teachers in conjunction with the activities. Due to copyright, 
powerpoints (Ppt) referenced have been shared with the three schools that participated in 
the project: Brighton Avenue Primary, Corpus Christi R.C Primary and Keser Primary.

Historic England run a schools programme called Heritage Schools which supports schools 
with archive resources on a schools local area and teacher CPD training. See contact below 
for further details.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Pupils begin to:

• Understand heritage and conservation in relation to the quality of their place
• Develop locational and place knowledge, awareness of Gateshead’s local history
• Develop observational skills and improve visual literacy
• Develop historical enquiry and research skills
• Learn new vocabulary related to the built environment
• Use their research to inform artwork

PARTNERS

We worked closely with the following partners throughout the project. For support with 
research and activities you can contact:

Shipley Art Gallery
learning@shipleyartgallery.org.uk

Gateshead Library & Local Studies
www.gatesheadlibraries.com/gateshead-local-history-/local-studies-collection

Viki Angel, Local Heritage Education manager for Historic England 
(Heritage Schools Programme)
victoria.angel@historicengland.org.uk

Produced by 22 Sheds www.22sheds.com
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STILL LIVES 
Project

Still Lives allows pupils to investigate the ‘then & now’ of their local street, with opportunities to 
develop literacy skills and to create artworks linked to historical people, buildings or events. Pupils 
will develop observational skills, studying the shop fronts and buildings along the street, seeing and 
describing what has changed and why. They will develop research skills, exploring the history of 
trade in the area and how this impacted on local populations and the built environment. The project 
also includes a visit to Gateshead Local Studies Centre.

Pupils will present their findings as artworks in the form of a ‘history box’ and a blue plaque.

WORKSHOP 1

Walk along 
Coatsworth 
Road

Venue
Coatsworth Road

Materials needed
High viz 
Cameras and i-pads 
Clipboards, paper, pencils 
Roll of paper to draw map of 
road

Activity

Pupils make a site visit to 
Coatsworth Road – walk 
along the street, taking 
photographs of architectural 
detail, signs, pattern, street 
furniture, and shop fronts 

Follow up: Use google maps 
streetview to navigate along 
the road together 

Begin to create a group map 
of your Coatsworth Road

Outputs

Photographs on a map

Resources needed

www.gatesheadlocalstudies.
com

Google maps StreetView 

Skills

To build up historical 
knowledge of the street 
and its physical and visual 
qualities

KS 1 & 2

Geography
History
Art and Design
Literacy
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Activity

Using images of the street, 
show pupils how Coatsworth 
Road has changed over 
time

Using historic maps of 
Coatsworth Road from 
three different time periods, 
trace the shape of each 
settlements in different 
colours. Layer these up to 
show the development over 
time – what has changed 
along the road, when and 
why? 

Follow up: Make a timeline 
from maps and images.

Outputs

Layered maps 
Timeline

Resources needed 

Maps and images of 
Coatsworth Road found at 
www.gatesheadlocalstudies.
com

https://co-curate.ncl.ac.uk/
gateshead/

https://co-curate.ncl.ac.uk/
map-and-aerial-view-of-
bensham/

See Coatsworth Timeline 
Ppt

Skills

To begin to understand 
development and change on 
the street over time

WORKSHOP 2
  
History of 
Development

Venue
School 

Materials needed
Tracing paper
Coloured pens
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Venue
School

Materials needed
Copies of pupil photographs 
from walk 
Copied surfaces, patterns, 
objects, numbers, text 
Scissors, pritt stick, pencils, 
paper

Activity

Show examples of collage

Each pupil chooses the 
building / shop front they 
would like to work with, to 
recreate as an A5 collage 

In preperation for the next 
session, think about what 
you would like to find out 
about the shop or building 
you have chosen? 

Write down your questions 
for the archivist or librarian 
in workshop 4

Outputs

Collage

Resources needed

Shops, Collage and Still Life 
Ppt

Heritage images of 
Coatsworth Road from 
Gateshead Local Studies 
Collection

Skills

To use pupil’s own research 
to create ‘still life’ collages of 
shops fronts and buildings 

Pupils consider 
characteristics of buildings 
including shape, surface 
texture, materials, pattern

WORKSHOP 3
  
Still Life 
Collage

Activity

Pupils explore the archives 
and resources to discover 
history of their building, 
person or event

Make research notes for 
designing a new blue plaque 
- who lived or worked in the 
building, what happened 
there and when? 

Follow up: add information 
to timeline

Outputs

Notes, worksheets, images

Resources needed

Contact Gateshead Library 
to arrange a visit. 

Resources including maps 
& plans, trade directories & 
censuses, newspapers and 
posters all provided

www.gatesheadlocalstudies.
com

Skills

To develop research skills 
and find out about specific 
buildings, people and events

WORKSHOP 4

Research 
Session using 
the library 
archives
With librarian or 
archivist support

Venue
Gateshead Central 
Library, Local Studies 
Centre

Materials needed
Pens & paper
Pencils
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WORKSHOP 5  

Blue Plaque 
Design

Venue
School

Materials needed
Paper and Pencils

Activity

Use research to design a 
blue plaque that celebrates 
a building, person or event 
relevant to the street. Decide 
on text, layout and location 
of the plaque.

Follow up:
A walk to discover blue 
plaques in Bensham

Outputs

Blue cardboard plaque draft 
designs

Resources needed

Pupils’ own research

Blue Plaque Ppt (see also)
https://www.gateshead.gov.
uk/DocumentLibrary/Leisure/
BluePlaqueleaflet.pdf

http://www.
blueplaqueplaces.co.uk/
north-east/tyne-andwear#.
WnBkNYRszYU

Skills

To be able to use research 
to inform visual artwork
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WORKSHOP 6.  Coatsworth Road Cups

Venue
School

Materials needed
Black felt pens
A3 paper
Tape 
Ceramic pens
Blank mugs or cups 

Activity

Using the designs for the 
blue plaques, create the 
final plaques

Follow up: Add to the group 
map showing the locations 
of the plaques or who lived 
where and when

Consider creating ceramic 
versions of the plaques

Outputs

Blue cardboard plaques

Resources needed

www.gatesheadlocalstudies.
com

Pupils’ own research 
designs

Skills

Develop knowledge and 
understanding of local 
heritage

WORKSHOP 6 

Blue Plaque 
Production

Venue
School

Materials needed
Circle templates 
Card 
Blue paper
White pens or pencils 
Scissors and pritt sticks

WORKSHOP 7 

History Boxes 
Part 1

Venue
School

Materials needed
Photocopied images on 
tracing and coloured paper 
Scissors Pritt stick / pva
Cardboard box

Activity

Each pupil selects images 
and text for their own history 
box of a building, person or 
event (past, present, future) 

This could be linked to the 
blue plaque and shop fronts. 
Think about the layering 
of maps, photographs and 
pattern backgrounds in the 
box.

Follow up: Pupils write 
stories about the subject of 
their history box 

Outputs

Working towards creating a 
history box

Resources needed

Artist’s Boxes ppt

Collages from workshop 3

Blue Plaques

Pupil’s photos & research

http://www.
gatesheadlocalstudies.com

Skills

To build up an historical 
picture that tells the story of 
the street
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WORKSHOP 8

History Boxes 
Part 2

Venue
School

Materials needed
Photocopied images on 
tracing and coloured paper 
Scissors Pritt stick / pva 
Other materials

Activity

Complete Coatsworth Road 
history boxes 

Select and add small objects 
relevant to the building, 
shop, person or event 

Show history boxes together 

Complete timeline or group 
map 

Follow up: Pupils tell stories 
about the subject of their 
history box 

Outputs

To complete and present 
visual artwork ‘Coatsworth 
Road in a Box’

Resources needed

Artist’s Boxes ppt

Heritage images

Skills

Develop visual literacy and 
making skills 
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PLACE, PATTERN 
AND PRINT 
Project

Place Pattern Print gives pupils the opportunity to survey and appreciate the area in which they 
live through its visual qualities. Practical activities include using maps, walking and looking, and 
making notes, drawings and photographs of the street’s decorative elements. Pupils will develop 
their visual research to create relief prints in response to the street and to local museum collections, 
with the opportunity to use IT to produce repeat patterns or to apply designs to create block-printed 
wallpaper.

WORKSHOP 1

Walk along 
Coatsworth 
Road

Venue
Coatsworth Road

Materials needed
Cameras / i-pads
Clipboards
Paper, pencils

Activity

Before setting out on the 
walk, introduce project and 
show pupils Coatsworth 
Road in the past 

Walk along Coatsworth 
Road taking photographs 
and make sketches of 
architectural detail, signs, 
pattern, street furniture, and 
shop fronts 

Follow up: Ask pupils what 
they like and dislike about 
Coatsworth Road, what is 
good and not so good, what 
would they change and 
why?

Discuss what Coatsworth 
Road might be like in the 
future

Resources needed

http://www.
gatesheadlocalstudies.com/

Ppt Heritage introduction

https://co-curate.ncl.ac.uk/
gateshead/

https://co-curate.ncl.ac.uk/
map-and-aerial-view-of-
bensham/

Skills

To build up knowledge of 
the street and its physical 
and visual qualities, and 
its relationship to the local 
community

Outputs

Photographs and drawings

KS 1 & 2

Geography
History
Art and Design
Design Technology
Maths
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Activity

Show pupils google 
map and street view of 
Coatsworth Road

Draw a plan view of the road 
on roll of paper or card

Make net boxes or folded 
card strips, one for each 
building facade - attach 
drawings or photographs to 
these and place along the 
road

Follow up: Add details to the 
model map and label

Outputs

Model

Resources needed 

Google maps Street View

Pupil’s photographs & 
sketches

Example model images, link 
to video

Skills

Develop basic navigation 
skills and ability to identify 
locations

To be able to create a 3D 
picture of the street 

Venue
Shipley Art Gallery

Materials needed
Paper, folded sketchbooks
Pencils
Viewfinders
Clipboards

Ink & small brushes

Activity

In galleries:
Explore, make notes and 
draw from collections - 
focus on pattern, shape and 
decoration

In workshop:
Select images and redraw 
in ink, think about scale, 
pattern and composition

Follow up: visit to Bensham 
Grove or St Chad’s Church 
for research on local Arts & 
Crafts movement

Outputs

Sketches, notes and 
drawings

Resources needed

Resource bag at the Shipley
https://shipleyartgallery.org.
uk

Collections – specifically 
Saltwell Gallery and Henry 
Rothschild Collection

Pupil’s photographs and 
drawings

Skills

Exploring local collections 
and archives and developing 
observational skills

Creating own resources 
from primary research

WORKSHOP 2
  
Make a 3D 
model of 
Coatsworth 
Road

WORKSHOP 3
  
Research 
Workshop

Venue
School 

Materials needed
Rolls lining paper or 
sheets A1 card or 
foamboard
Paper, glue
Pencils and colour pens
Scissors & rulers
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Activity

Use drawings to develop 
designs for print and 
produce print blocks

Incise blocks with 
decoration, pattern or motifs 
from Coatsworth Road or 
local collection / archive

Follow up: Research historic 
& contemporary designers 
who use pattern

Outputs

Drawings and print blocks
Research notes

Resources needed

Resource bag at the Shipley
 - drawings & blocks

Share research images by 
pupils from site visit to street 
– printed & projected

Skills

To generate designs from 
primary research and make 
print blocks
 
Pupils are able to use 
writing to describe, record or 
re-imagine their place

WORKSHOP 5  

Block Printing

Venue
School

Materials needed
Paper & pencils
Poly block
Mark making tools
Ink & rollers
Aprons
Scrap paper
Pre-folded cards
Envelopes

Activity

Refine and complete print 
designs from drawings

Print from blocks and 
experiment with repeat 
pattern

Follow up: Develop repeat 
pattern using IT
Use pattern blocks to create 
printed cards

Outputs

Prints
Ideas for repeat patterns
Cards

Resources needed

Resource bag at the Shipley

Pupils photographs & 
drawings of the street 
(details)

Pattern/print blocks created 
by pupils

Skills

To make a series of prints 
that reference pattern of 
the street and/or local 
collections

WORKSHOP 4

Design 
Development

Venue
School

Materials needed
Pre-cut poly block (A5, 
A6 or smaller)
Pencils
Mark making tools
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Activity

Look at shop fronts on 
Coatsworth Road using
Google Street View

Working with templates 
of shop fronts and pattern 
recorded from the street, 
create A5 collages 

Pupils can choose their own 
detail for their shop front, 
looking at colour, texture, 
pattern, architectural detail 
etc

Outputs

Collages of shop fronts

Resources needed

Google streetview

Shop Fronts Ppt  with 
examples  of shop fronts 
before & after renovation

Resource sheets patterns 
and detail from the street

Shop front templates

Skills

To explore and create shop 
fronts for Coatsworth Road

WORKSHOP 6 

Collage Shop 
Fronts

Venue
School

Materials needed
Paper, pencils
Scissors
Pva or pritt stick
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WORKSHOP 7 

Making lino-cut 
prints

Venue
School

Materials needed
Soft lino and cutting tools
Cutting mats and safety kit
Sharpies or felt-tip pens
Pencils
Ink & rollers
Aprons
Scrap paper

Activity

Use pupils b/w drawings and 
poly block prints to transfer 
designs to lino by redrawing 
or tracing

Demonstrate safe way to 
cut lino - test by inking block 
and printing single images

Follow up: Look at where 
patterns and designs 
originated from on the street

Outputs

Print blocks and test prints

Resources needed

Resource Bag 
Examples of pupil’s prints 
and drawings

Look up  lino-cutting 
techniques online

Skills

To develop skills in lino 
cutting and create print 
blocks 

Working through design 
process

WORKSHOP 8

Repeat Pattern

Venue
School

Materials needed
Ink & rollers
Aprons
Scrap paper
Rolls lining paper 
(wallpaper)

Activity

Explore and develop repeat 
pattern using lino blocks 
–always place paper onto 
block

Demonstrate how to make 
block repeat along roll of 
lining paper - how does the 
block repeat fit together?

Follow up: wrapping paper, 
textiles, shopping bags etc

Outputs

Wallpaper

Resources needed

Online repeat pattern 
resources

Lino blocks

Photos of printing in 
progress and examples

Skills

To create repeat patterns for 
a range of surface designs 
for products
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HISTORY, PATTERN, 
PRODUCT 
Project

History Pattern Product focuses on the historical development of the fabric of the street and local 
area. Pupils have the opportunity to explore the development of their place through historical maps, 
and to research local history by walking and observing, and visiting their local museum. They will 
capture visual information through drawing and photography, and derive pattern from the density 
of buildings on maps or the ornamental shapes they find on the street. Pupils will experience and 
understand the design process, from research to finished product, and apply their surface pattern 
designs to ceramic mugs.

WORKSHOP 1

Walk along 
Coatsworth 
Road

Venue
School and Coatsworth 
Road

Materials needed
Paper, clipboards, pens, 
pencils 
Cameras & i-pads

Activity

Walk along Coatsworth 
Road Navigate along the 
road together – record what 
you see through drawing 
and photography 

Collect primary research 
on pattern, detail, surface 
texture, materials, street 
signs etc

Outputs

Collection of images and 
observational drawings

Resources needed

Google maps StreetView 

Skills

To increase knowledge of 
local built environment, and 
develop observational skills

KS 1 & 2
 
Geography
History
Art and Design
Design Technology
Business & Enterprise

Image courtesy of Gateshead Library
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Activity

Show pupils Coatsworth 
Road past & present

Look at street maps, aerial 
views and plans (pattern of 
development)
How and why has the street 
changed over the centuries?

Using tracing paper over 
maps, draw the route from 
home to school

Colour code shopping, 
visiting and other activities 
around Coatsworth Road

Follow up: Create a class 
history scrapbook (digital) 
showing how Coatsworth 
Road changed down the 
ages

Outputs

Individual journey maps

Resources needed 

Copies of maps

http://www.
gatesheadlocalstudies.com

https://co-curate.ncl.ac.uk/
gateshead/

https://co-curate.ncl.ac.uk/
map-and-aerial-view-of-
bensham/

Skills

To increase childrens 
knowledge of the 
development of local places 
and of local heritage

Venue
School 

Materials needed
Pencils
Black pens
A4 paper
Black paper
Scissors
Pva or pritt stick

Activity

Look at shapes, surface 
pattern, structures and 
texture, and pattern of 
development of the street

Select and draw from 
pupil photographs (use 
viewfinders)

Simplify drawings and use 
black paper to produce 
simple design (collage) for 
pattern.

Follow up: transfer design to 
ceramic tiles

Outputs

Drawings and black and 
white collage

Resources needed

Pupils own photos

Maps of Coatsworth Road

Examples of black and white 
drawings in the Coatsworth 
Bag.

Skills

To use patterns from the 
street to create design 
motifs

WORKSHOP 2
  
Development 
of the Street

WORKSHOP 3
  
Design for 
Pattern

Venue
School 

Materials needed
Tracing paper, colour 
pens & pencils

Printed up-to-date 
maps
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Activity

Look at the collection of 
ceramics, objects and 
products in the galleries. 
Use drawing to explore and 
record the shape, pattern, 
form & function of these 
objects

Annotate & label the 
research

Follow up: Descriptive and 
creative writing activities 
about the collection and/or 
the street

Outputs

Drawings, notes and ideas 
on products and objects

Poems

Resources needed

Henry Rothschild Collection,
Saltwell and Design 
Galleries in the Shipley Art 
Gallery

Skills

To increase knowledge of 
local archives & collections, 
and develop visual research 
skills

Pupils are able to use writ 
ing to describe, record or re-
imagine their place

WORKSHOP 5  

Develop 
Surface 
Pattern

Venue
School

Materials needed
Paper
Scissors
Pva & pritt stick
Paper cups & plates
Templates

Activity

A Coatsworth Road Tea 
Party

Use map drawings and 
black and white motif 
designs to develop patterns 
for a range of tea cups, 
saucers, milk jugs, tea pots 
etc

Using a template of a 
tea cup, experiment with 
placement of patterns

Follow up: Create design 
sheets

Outputs

Designs for products

Resources needed

Shipley Art Gallery website

Pupils drawings and black 
and white motif designs

Skills

To use local history & 
heritage to inform surface 
pattern designs 

WORKSHOP 4

Collect 
Primary 
Research

Venue
Shipley Art Gallery

Materials needed
Pencils
Drawing paper



O
U

R
 C

O
AT

S
W

O
R

T
H

 R
O

A
D

 S
ch

oo
l R

es
ou

rc
es

Activity

Select designs from pupil 
drawings and collages, 
create A3 templates and 
form these into cylinders

Use the paper cylinder and 
copy the designs directly 
onto cups

Follow up: Develop repeat 
pattern for textiles, use of IT 
and screenprinting

Outputs

Decorated ceramic mugs

Resources needed

Consider working with an 
artist designer

Look at examples of ceramic 
design

Resource examples in 
Coatsworth Bag including 
drawings and macquettes

Skills

Develop knowledge 
of surface pattern and 
application to 3D design

WORKSHOP 6 

Coatsworth 
Road Cups

Venue
Shipley Art Gallery

Materials needed
Pencils
A3 Drawing paper
Plain ceramic cups
Ceramic pens
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WORKSHOP 7 

Making and 
Marketing

Venue
School

Materials needed
Blank postcards
Labels
A3 & A2 paper
Computer & scanner

Activity

Investigate the development 
of retail along the street

Design and make postcards, 
labels, wrapping paper 
and packaging based on 
motifs created in previous 
workshops

Outputs

Collection of products and 
packaging designed for 
Coatsworth Road

Resources needed

Pupils own photographs, 
drawings and designs

Decorated mugs

Skills

To develop branding 
merchandise for the street

To make people think 
differently about Coatsworth 
Road

WORKSHOP 8

Celebrate the 
Street

Venue
School

Materials needed
Dependent on chosen 
activity

Activity

Create a pop up stall in 
school

Run a school community 
event

Share the merchandise 
with Coatsworth Road shop 
keepers

Outputs
Celebration event

Skills 

To use pupils own research, 
designs and ideas to 
develop business enterprise 
skills

Pupils have the opportunity 
to talk about the place where 
they live, study and play


