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(1)  Name & purpose of the policy, 
strategy, function or budget 
proposal: 

 
Cessation of the Council provision of Lawn Bowls & Football Pitches.   
 

 
(2)  Is this new or existing? 
 

It is a new savings proposal against an existing service, though changes to the provision of 
both has been suggested on previous austerity measures rounds of cuts also. 
  

(3)  Who are the main customer 
groups affected by this policy, 
strategy, function or budget 
proposal and has there been 
prior consultation undertaken? 

 
 
 
 

The main customer groups affected by this proposal would be the existing club members, then 
to a lesser extent, potential service users of the future. Similar ideas have been mooted 
previously with the clubs, though considerable consultation is required – the clubs would need 
to know in detail what to expect, what their options are and give them time to plan and debate 
the options with their own club members. This option has considerable impact upon them and 
their viability.  
 
The similar public consultation of 2016 attracted 7 responses with 57% not agreeing to the 
proposal and 43% agreeing. Reduction in 9 FTE's. The public consultation in 2019 attracted 
450 responses: 14% Agree / 1% Neither agree nor disagree / 85% Disagree. 
 
Stakeholder consultation meetings took place to discuss Bowling Greens, attended by 46 
service users 30/01/2019, and Football Pitches proposals, attended by 19 service users 
23/01/2019, and Council officers met with the Gateshead Football League to further discuss 
this at the AGM 05/02/2019.  
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(4) What information and data has 
been analysed to inform this 
assessment? 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you identified any gaps?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Playing Pitch Strategy review identified over provision for bowling greens but under 
provision for football pitches. Through years of close working and meetings held with the 
various committees, the customer user group demographic is well understood and the 
consideration of options has taken place. The proposal is contrary to the Playing Pitch 
Strategy and Sport England's Guidance of the level of required provision.   
 
 
The proposed investment in 3G artificial turf pitches at both Gateshead International Stadium 
and Blaydon Leisure Centre could provide some mitigation to the football pitch proposal, with 
activity moved from grass to artificial turf pitch.  This would require further consultation with the 
Football Association and local leagues/clubs.  Bowling Clubs would have no alternative apart 
from going to private clubs (where there will be capacity issues) or take facilities on 
themselves (which may not happen due to financial costs). Asset transfers of facilities could be 
considered in mitigation, however the timescales to implement such a course of action would 
not align with the budget setting process. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
(5) Does your analysis indicate a disproportionate impact relating to: 

a.  Gender (Male/Female/Transgender) 

Please describe the nature of any disproportionate impact 
 
The football pitches element of this proposal is likely to impact marginally more on males than females, as they are the main participants 
in this sport.  However, we do recognise that women and girls’ engagement in joining football teams is growing.  
 
 
 
 
Please indicate what actions will be taken to address impact 
 
The Council will be looking to invest in a 3G artificial surface football pitch so more games can be played.  This will alleviate pressure on 
the remaining grass pitches which will also be rationalised as games will be played on the 3G pitch instead. 
 
 
 

b.  Race / ethnicity 

Please describe the nature of any disproportionate impact 
 
There is no known disproportionate impact upon this protected characteristic.  
 
 
 
Please indicate what actions will be taken to address impact 
 
Not applicable 
 
 
 



 

 

c. Disability 

Please describe the nature of any disproportionate impact 
 
There is no disproportionate impact upon disability by the football pitch proposals, but lawn bowls is seen as a useful activity for older 
people and those with a range of disabilities, and as this customer group has limited choice of other sports they can participate in, it is 
seen that there is a disproportionate impact upon the disabled. This option could result in limiting the chance for healthy physical activity 
with groups of people with similar situations, and this is likely to have wider impacts as it limits their social network and all the other 
psychological benefits from taking part in a competitive team activity.    
 
 
 

Please indicate what actions will be taken to address impact 
 
Council officers will be working with the bowlers (if the savings proposal is agreed) to rationalise facilities but at the same time ensuring 
adequate provision within easy reach. 
 
 
 
 

d. Sexual Orientation 

Please describe the nature of any disproportionate impact 
 
There is no known disproportionate impact upon this protected characteristic.  
 
 
Please indicate what actions will be taken to address impact 
 
Not applicable 
 
 
 



 

 

e. Religion or belief 

Please describe the nature of any disproportionate impact 
 
There is no known disproportionate impact upon this protected characteristic.  
 
 
Please indicate what actions will be taken to address impact 
 
Not applicable 
 
 

f. Age (People of all ages) 

Please describe the nature of any disproportionate impact 
 
The football pitch aspect of this proposal will affect quite a wide age group, from children’s football leagues to adults of all ages, such 
that there is not a particularly disproportionate impact upon this characteristic. However, the potential closure of the lawn bowls clubs will 
have a disproportionate impact upon older people, as lawn bowling is one of the few less strenuous sporting activities that can be 
continued to old age and offers many health benefits. Therefore the closure of such facilities can be seen to have an adverse and 
disproportionate impact.  
 
 
Please indicate what actions will be taken to address impact 
 
The Council will be looking to invest in a 3G artificial surface football pitch so more games can be played.  This will alleviate pressure on 
the remaining grass pitches which will also be rationalised as games will be played on the 3G pitch instead. 
 
Council officers will be working with the bowlers (if the savings proposal is agreed) to rationalise facilities but at the same time ensuring 
adequate provision within easy reach. 
 
 
 



 

 

g. Marriage and Civil Partnership  

Does your analysis indicate the potential to cause discrimination in relation to marriage and civil partnership?  If yes, please indicate 
what actions will be taken to address these. 
 
There is no known disproportionate impact upon this protected characteristic.  
 

h. Pregnancy and Maternity  

Does your analysis indicate the potential to cause discrimination in relation to pregnancy and maternity?  If yes, please indicate what 
actions will be taken to address these. 
 
There is no known disproportionate impact upon this protected characteristic.  
 
 
(6) What ongoing or future monitoring will be put in place to ensure the policy, strategy, function or budget proposal is 

achieving its stated aims, for all groups equally? 
 
The nature of this proposal is that if the clubs are closed then there would no longer be ongoing responsibility on the Council to 
continue monitoring. Clubs would either close or be passed over to the existing user committees to be self-managed. The customer 
base for such clubs is generally quite stable. Should this proposal be taken forward, the Council will assist those clubs that wish to 
take on responsibility for maintaining a bowling green or a football pitch. However, some clubs/teams may decide to use alternative 
provision within the borough and the wider area, or no longer play. 

 
SIGNED: David Carpenter  
Completing Officer 
 
SIGNED: Colin Huntington 
Service Director 
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Strategic Director 
 


