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At Gateshead College we promise an outstanding 
education and real world skills, ensuring you’ll 
leave us in the best possible position 
to secure a job or continue your learning.

If you have a learning difficulty, disability, ASD or 
simply some additional support needs, we have 
programmes designed to help you to become 
more independent and confident, preparing you 
for further study, work or independent living. 

Our programmes focus on engaging and enabling you 
to aim towards your highest aspirations by boosting 
your life and employability skills and experience. 

HELLO.

Every effort was made to ensure that information in this guide was correct at 
the time of going to print (March 2018). Gateshead College reserves the right to 
amend information at any time. © Copyright Gateshead College 2018 .
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SMALLER 
CLASS SIZES 
MEAN 
LOTS OF 
SUPPORT.
As well as personalised 
learning programmes we 
also offer a safe and secure 
environment for you to 
thrive in. 

Class sizes are smaller so that 
you get more one to one support.
Help from learning support staff 
as well as teachers is available.  

If appropriate, you will be met when 
you come into college by your key 
support and teaching staff and you 
will have someone with you until you 
are picked up or leave the college. 
You can also be supervised or 
have support over lunch and 
break times if you require it.  

Our team are very experienced and 
highly qualified in teaching learners 
with additional needs, LDD and ASD.   
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High levels of 
motivation, care 
and support 
from all staff.

Source: Ofsted 2015

“

”
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I’m much more outgoing 
since I started taking part 
in work experience.
I’ve come out of my shell. 

I enjoy being on reception 
and meeting hotel guests.

Richard Ferguson
Project Choice student
(placement at Holiday Inn Express)

“

”



PROJECT 
CHOICE.
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Project Choice is an 
award-winning programme 
that will provide you with 
the skills and experience 
you need to get into work.  

The programme is delivered 
by Gateshead College, 
with the support of private 
sector businesses.

Through Project Choice, 
you’ll have the opportunity 
to gain the skills and qualities 
you need to get a job. 

Our team will work with 
you to help you learn how to 
work as well as you can. 

As part of your study programme 
you will work towards gaining a 
qualification in employability skills 
which will support the practical 
tasks you carry out in your work 
placement. 

You will also develop your maths 
and English skills as part of your 
programme, as these are key skills 
that employers look for.

Project Choice programmes are 
based at our Baltic Campus and 
work experience takes place offsite 
with a local placement partner.

How can I find out more?
If you would like further info or advice 
call us on 0191 490 2427 or email 
projectchoice@gateshead.ac.uk

 
Preparing for Adulthood
This is a personalised study

programme. You will develop the 
personal and social skills you need for 
adulthood, such as independent travel, 

social skills and integration and living well. 
You’ll spend half a day each week on a 

work experience placement, introducing 
you to the world of work and enabling 

you to gain an insight into different 
career possibilities. Preparing for Work 

- Stage 1
On this course you will go to 

college for one year. You will spend 
one day a week on placement and four 

days at college. When you are at college 
you will learn employability and social 

skills. 
We will also teach you about 

independent travel, how to manage 
your money and healthy living. The 

aim is to help you to become 
work-ready. 

Preparing for Work 
- Stage 2

A supported internship means 
you do three days each week on 
work placement, a day in college 

studying employability skills and a day 
in college studying maths, English and 

developing your job searching skills. 
You can have up to three placements 

in one year and we will work with 
you to find suitable placements 

that match your interests 
and skills. 

What can I 
progress onto?

You may decide to progress 
onto: 

 ● An apprenticeship
 ● Further education  

 study programmes
 ● Paid work



LEARNERS 
DEVELOP 
OUTSTANDING 
EMPLOYABILITY 
SKILLS.

“

”
Source: Ofsted 2015
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It’s great keeping stock tidy 
and helping customers. 

I didn’t know so much was 
involved in running a shop. 
I’m hoping to get a job in 
retail when I leave college.

Kynan Whitfield
Preparing for Work (Project Choice)
(placement at handPICKED)

“

”



LIVE, LEARN 
& WORK. 
Preparing young adults for adulthood. 
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The programme is flexible
depending on your strengths 
and areas for development, 
alongside your aims and 
ambitions for the future.

Who is it for?
If you have severe learning
difficulties, disabilities or ASD
and you would like to develop your 
skills and independence, then this 
programme is for you.    

What will the programme offer me?
We’ll offer you a wide range 
of opportunities and skills in 
independence, community living and 
employability, depending on your 
own aims and ambitions. 

How is the programme delivered?
The programme is delivered at 
our Baltic and Academy for Sport 
campuses. 

It is a four day study programme 
from 9.30am until 3pm. Young people 
benefit from small group sizes and 
additional support.

What skills will I gain from the 
programme? 

 ● Independent living skills 
including: daily living, health, 
relationships, community, 
leisure, travel and mobility.

 ● Communication, maths 
and English skills.

 ● Opportunities to get involved 
in arts, sport and leisure.

 ● Lots of practical skills through 
work preparation and work 
experience and a chance to 
try practical areas such as: 
catering and hospitality, sport, 
ICT and performing arts.

 ● Experience in the workplace 
whilst on work placements. 

Will I be in college every day?
The nature of the study 
programme means that it can 
take place off campus, either in 
the community, within a work 
placement environment or at 
one of our other campuses.

You will receive constant supervision 
whilst at college and are supervised 
at all times over breaks and lunch. 
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What can I progress onto?
Once you have completed this study 
programme you may decide to 
progress to: 

 ● Adult supported 
employment services.

 ● Further education study 
programmes.

 ● Supported work Internships.

How can I find out more and enrol? 
For further information about Live, 
Learn and Work you can come along 
to one of our Enrolment Events and 
speak to a member of the team. 
See www.gateshead.ac.uk/events 
for dates.You can also call us on 
0191 490 2317. 

Our specialist team will be able to 
give you more information about 
whether you might be able to get 
any financial support and more 
information on how to apply. 
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A TYPICAL 
TWO YEAR 
STUDY 
PROGRAMME:

YEAR 1
 Independence and Community
You will follow an independent 
living programme which supports 
you to adapt to your new learning 
environment and develop 
communication, personal and 
social skills. This is to enhance your 
life skills in lots of different ways. 

You will also learn about:
 ● Community awareness.
 ● Community inclusion.
 ● Social communication                                 

and behaviour.

YEAR 2 
Employability Skills

 ● Sessions in maths, English  
and communication.

 ● Practical sessions in catering 
and sport and work placements 
with the support of a job coach.

 ● Communication in 
the workplace.



“

”
Judith Doyle
Principal and Chief Executive 

EDUCATION 
AND 
REAL WORLD 
SKILLS, 
IT’S WHAT 
WE DO BEST.
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Baltic Campus
Quarryfield Road, Gateshead

 ● Training kitchens
 ● botanica salon
 ● 200-seat theatre
 ● Music recording studios
 ● Two floor learning centre
 ● Gym
 ● Three restaurants
 ● Starbucks and Costa Coffee
 ● Science labs
 ● Relaxed social spaces

OUR 
CAMPUS.

Address:
Quarryfield Road
Baltic Business Quarter
Gateshead
NE8 3BE

Telephone:
0191 490 2311

Email:
start@gateshead.ac.uk
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Gateshead College Bursary
Lots of our students receive help from 
our bursary to cover the costs of;

 ● Travel – you could enjoy a travel 
ticket worth £500

 ● Uniforms or kit – a saving of up    
to £100 per student

 ● Course equipment and books
 ● Competition entry fees
 ● Trips and experiences that  

enhance your learning
 ● Travel to university or job 

interviews

Gateshead College Foundation
If you study with us you can apply 
for cash towards travel costs, 
course fees, equipment, 
clothing for a job interview 
or anything that will give 
you the employment edge. 
You can apply at
www.gateshead.ac.uk
/foundation

MONEY SAVING 
GUIDE.

Coming to college can be an expensive business. 
That’s why we’ve come up with an exclusive 
package of benefits that helps you to save money.

Get up to 
£1000 
a year.

Travel 
pass 

worth 
£500.

Concessionary travel pass
If you are eligible or in receipt of 
a concessionary travel pass the 
college can provide you with a letter 
to confirm that you will be attending 
college for at least 15 hours a week 
for 6 months or more, this will allow 
you to receive an all day travel pass.

Find out more
Our team of finance experts 
are always on hand to help you 
understand what funding and 
support you may be entitled to and 
to help you complete the application 
forms.

0191 490 4627
support.funds@gateshead.ac.uk  

 

All funding applications/awards are based on 
household income or qualifying benefits.

* £10 per year parking permit charge applies.

Free college meals
Free lunches are available to some 
students – saving you more than £300 
a year.

Free benefits for everyone
All our students enjoy a range of 
benefits;

 ● Free IT software
 ● Free gym membership
 ● Free fitness classes
 ● Free parking*
 ● Subsidised food
 ● Subsidised haircuts and 

 beauty treatments
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Even though we have more 
students than schools, we’re 
geared up to look after 
everyone as an individual 
and have a team of experts 
on hand to help with every 
aspect of your life at college.

Our learning support staff and 
teachers are specialists in teaching 
students  independent living skills 
including travel training and social 
communication. 

Our team can also help with:
 ● Careers advice
 ● Money advice
 ● Trips and visits to support          

your study
 ● Learning difficulties
 ● Physical disabilities
 ● Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, ADHD or 

Aspergers
 ● Mental health and wellbeing

YOU’RE 
MORE THAN 
A NUMBER.
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COME 
AND BE 
PART 
OF IT.

WWW.
GATESHEAD.
AC.UK

@GATESHEADCOLL

/GATESHEADCOLLEGE

If you know someone who requires 
this information in an alternative 
format, e.g. large print, Braille, audio 
or another language, or help with 
understanding the information, 
please call 0191 490 4611 or email 
start@gateshead.ac.uk

At Gateshead College we celebrate 
individuality; everyone is welcome here and 
we make sure that you all have equality of 
access to our services, premises, facilities 
and employment opportunities. All of our 
campuses are accessible.

Come along 
to one of our 
enrolment 
events, speak 
to our teachers 
and see our 
facilities.
You can also call us on 
0191 490 2311 to 
speak to a member 
of the team. If you are 
interested in Project 
Choice call us on 
0191 490 2427 or 
email projectchoice@
gateshead.ac.uk


