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Pelaw Qlua._rry Pondis _, 34,/ Pond Widife Corridor

H o The pend and islands provide food, shelter and nesting sites for wildfowd and Wildlife corridors. like this ditch, provide important
a fa“taﬂtlc 2&! wetland birds. Many of these, including mute swan, coot, mallard and grey heron links berween habitats for small mammals and
are here at the reserve all year round. During the summer, swallows and swifts amphiblans such as the smooth newt to pass along,
WhErE You ’ P use the pond as a feeding area, swooping to catch midges and flies. If you are lucky You may not be able to see them, but listen for frogs
. \ . 27 Wk you may catch a glimpse of a kingfisher diving for minnows. There are other fish croaking, and kook out for frogspawn in spring —
dISCﬂVEI" amlng SiNES. too such as perch which can be segn in shallow waters at the edge of the pond. phease don't collect it though! This area is also ideal

-

w“dlife fﬂlh ‘frEE! r for water vole, one of the rarest mammals in the UK.
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Scrub

As you enter the reserve, you will see a lot of
thick bushes around the edges of the pond and
alongside the paths. The thorny branches of
blackthorns, dog rose and brambles may seem
uninviting to us, but migrating birds such as
willow warblers, chiffchaffs and black caps love
them. They visit the reserve in summer, filling the
bushes with their cheery songs.

S Y e il e 8 Kl vienover mesdow
- - ; : X The meadow has a range of grasses and colourful
wildflowers. In spring, cowslips are one of the first

Woodland Buirughes = Marshland to flower here, followed by the locally rare bee
MsE of _ Bulrushes. a commeon grass-like plant on the edge | o This area, with its rushes and reeds, ishome to orchid and delicate fairy flax which bloom in the
m; the :re:.:'lme the-lr leaves in autzﬂ - of the pond and ditch can grow to be up s wetland birds such as reed bunting, teal and summer. There are commaon plants too, like the
xe e mnlnr : HE':: e wr:;};z:;:n :" three metres high. The brown flower gives the snipe. Snipe are so well camouflaged they are dandelion and its look-alike, the common cat’s-ear
E Em“d'_ & wr.nu:l.r. right s B bulrush its other common name, the "cats tail”, difficult to see until starded - when they fly away - €an you spot the difference’ On sunny days the
Towan barries:provide food for birds, Hzel nuvs This plant has many uses, including thatching, “in fast zig-zags. The marsh supports a variety of nectar rich flowers attrace butterflies — look out
SR 10 AR imparant food Tor S maminsts « .~ weaving, making paper and medicine. Bulrushes plants including the locally rare marsh foxtail, and © for the common blue, whose caterpillars feed on
S (e wwﬂ:l muus; anddb-mkk e _" yad __1_f also attract a variety of insects - lock out for the the false fox sedge. In summer the yellow flag iris the yellow bird's foot trefoll. Some butterfiies
::u::e dw"'"l:"" g mb‘: iy I:! 'Jﬁf:“m'gh';‘ﬁ brilliant colours of damselflies and dragonfiies as and purple northern marsh orchid bring splashes ~ found at the reserve, such as the small skipper, are
el o) T SOk DR, e Al o b they hover and dart berween the reeds of colour to the wet ground. uncommeon in northeast England.
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f the jones Brothers Brickworks,
sstablished in 1895. In its heyday
“ manufacturer of high quality bricks
" in the northeast, producng over *
40,000 a day. Clay and shale were
L eatracted from the large quarry i,
- which was later flooded creating
- a pond.
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