Watergate Forest Park Local Nature Reserve

Watergate Forest Park is located on the site of the former Watergate colliery. Following reclamation work in the 1990’s the site has been transformed and now
provides a haven for wildlife and a great recreational site for visitors. A series of trails and paths take you through woodland, around the lake and through

wildflower meadows.

Washingwell Wood adjoins the park and is ancient semi-natural woodland. It is mainly a coniferous woodland that once provided pit prop trees for the colliery.
It is often referred to as the Bluebell Wood due to the large number of bluebells blooming in the Spring. There are numerous footpaths winding through the
woods, connecting with the Park and other countryside sites nearby including Bucks Hill which is a small area of plantation woodland, which lies close to

Washingwell Wood.
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Sculpture & Features Key

There are a number of historic features and sculptures shown on the map.

Flames to Flowers - sculpture named by children at Lobley Hill Primary School.

Word Rocks - words chosen by the local community have been carved into
the rocks.

Green Heart - designed by William Pym, one of five located on different
Gateway sites throughout the Great North Forest.

Site of Roman fort - nearly two thousand years ago this field was a Roman
fort, it is now a wildflower meadow.

The Miners Steps - built by the Priestman Collieries Ltd to connect the miner’s
homes to Watergate Colliery.

Site of Fugar Manor House - medieval manor house.

Floating Rocks - designed by Colin Rose.
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Washingwell Wood

Waymarked trails
Wildlife Trail

This is a circular route around Watergate's Lake that gives good opportunities to see the wildlife that lives in the park.The 1.4 mile / 2.6 km route can be accessed
by families, people with pushchairs or mobility scooter users. People with walking difficulties, visual impairments and some wheelchair users may need
assistance. This route has undulating gradient and a rough surface in places. This point is 0.71 mile / 1.2 km from the main car park.

Watergate and Washingwell Wander@

This 3 mile /4.7 km walk takes you through Watergate Forest Park into Washingwell Wood and the surrounding countryside. Taking in views of natural and
historic features as well as the sculptures along the way. This route includes several steps, undulating and steep gradient and is rough under foot in places,
once you are away from the wildlife trail.

Watergate Riders’ Route@

This circular route gives you good surrounding views and several options to link up with other countryside routes. It is a mixture of both permissive and official
bridleways as well as restricted byways. Suitable for cyclists and horse riders also giving walkers an alternative 3.25 mile /5.4 km trail. Please be aware of other
users.

Volunteering and Further Information

If you are interested in volunteering and helping look after the park, or would like further information contact Watergate Forest Park on (0191) 433 5787 or
Thornley Woodlands Centre on (01207) 545 212 or e-mail: countryside@gateshead.gov.uk.Visit Thornley Woodlands Centre for more detailed site information
including up to date news on the red kites in this area.

Great North Forest

North East Community Forests aim to improve quality of life and health for local people by ensuring that there is attractive access to woodlands and green
spaces close to urban areas.Watergate Forest Park has been designated as a 'Gateway Site'. A Gateway Site is a site that introduces people to the countryside
in an accessible, safe and comprehensive environment from which they can explore further afield through circular routes, trails and the wider rights of way
system.




