
Everyone has heard of climate change. It’s on the television, it’s in newspapers, it’s in books, it’s the hot topic! Although you will have heard of it, do you know what it is, why it’s so important to you, how it could affect you and what you can do to help?
Pay Attention we’ll be picking your brains at the end!
So what is it? (Here’s the science bit)

We all know how hot it can get inside a house when it’s a nice sunny day and all the windows and doors are shut. This is similar to what the scientists call the ‘Greenhouse Effect’. The Earth is surrounded by a layer of gases including oxygen, nitrogen, carbon dioxide, ozone and water vapour. This is what we need to breathe and survive, but just think of this as a huge window. 

Just like a sunny day indoors, the heat has no problem getting in, which is good at first because it warms us up and gives us the energy that all living things need to stay alive, but unless the window is opened it can get too hot. Greenhouse gases allow some of the heat to escape back into outer space, but they also trap enough heat to keep the Earth nice and warm. Pollution from human activities can also create greenhouse gases which make the Earth’s atmosphere trap too much heat from the sun, heating up the planet too quickly, leading to ‘Global Warming’. 
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So what’s that got to do with me? (Here’s the educational bit)

Climate change is everyone’s problem, just about everything we do, every single day, from watching television, travelling to school and surfing the net is creating extra ‘Greenhouse’ gases by burning fossil fuels. 

What’s the worst that could happen? (Here’s the scary bit)

A lot of people might think ‘Brilliant! It’s going to be sunny every day!’ Well, global warming isn’t just about nice sunny days. It unfortunately means that here in the UK we could also have much wetter winters (possibly leading to more flooding), hotter, drier summers (possibly leading to severe droughts) and extreme weather could become a regular problem, this is just the beginning…
· Your house could be flooded, there’ll be a lot more rain and water levels could be much higher.
· We could get a lot more extreme weather such as hurricanes and tornados (and if you’re still thinking it’ll never happen to us, it already does!).
· Roads may be closed due to flooding or tarmac deforming in the extreme heat, meaning you may not be able to get to where you want to go. 
· A lot more disease and infection may hit the country; the warmer it gets the more creepy crawlies we get. This may lead to an increase in food poisoning and malaria.
· Animal and plant life could be badly affected, some species may become extinct because they can’t adapt to new conditions quickly enough.
Ok, now I’m worried, but what can I do? (Here’s the easy bit)

Don’t panic! It’s not too late for you to help save the planet. Here are a few things you can do every day and it’s easy. In fact tell your parents it’s going to save them money as well as saving the planet and they’ll be keen to help too.
· Save Electricity! I know it’s easy to leave things on standby when you’re not using them, but that little red light on the front uses up a surprising amount of electricity. This is costing your family a lot of extra cash and burning a lot of fossil fuels. Turn them off when you’re finished.
· Get fit and save the planet! Get on your bike or walk to where you need to go or at least be social and catch the bus if it’s raining.
· Spread the word! Tell your friends and family what they need to do (mention the saving money bit, that’ll get their attention).
· Go Green! You don’t need to hug a tree but you could plant one. Trees are great for absorbing carbon dioxide and reducing ‘Greenhouse’ gases! Encourage your teachers to use the ‘seeds for schools’ website. Every school should have received 300-400 tree seeds by now so get planting.
· Go Greener! Don’t throw it all away; recycle your cans, bottles, plastic bags and newspapers. Less in the bin means less going to landfill to let off harmful gases.
· Clean and lean! Turn the tap off when you’re cleaning your teeth and take shorter showers. Ask your parents to insulate pipes and turn down the washing machine temperature. It all saves energy.
Before we go, did you know?.......

Scientists say that the earth’s temperature could rise by as much as six degrees Celsius by the year 2100. During the last ice age which was at its peak about 20,000 years ago, Earth’s average temperature was only five degrees Celsius cooler – and glaciers covered large parts of the world, including some of the UK!  Imagine how six degrees could affect us.

If every person who used electricity replaced one light bulb with an energy-efficient compact fluorescent light bulb, 50 of the world's largest nuclear power plants could be shut down!
Now you have the knowledge, you’re the experts (We told you we’d be picking your brains!) and we need your help. 

Gateshead Council and our partner organisations are planning to make sure that we are doing our bit to save the planet, starting right here in Gateshead. We want to make sure that we’ve thought of everything to make our plan the best in the country and make everyone else take notice of what we are doing. To do this we need you to get your thinking caps on and tell us how you think we could be saving energy, be greener and get the message across to everyone else.
We want your ideas to make this work, so you can get in touch with us by:

· Email us at Leannereed@gateshead.gov.uk
· Complete the short survey on the next page 
· If you want to know more, visit our website at www.gateshead.gov.uk
	Whose Climate Change is it Anyway?

	Tell us what you think by answering these questions…

	

	1. Do you think that climate change will affect you?

	
(Please tick the box below) 

	Yes

Maybe, maybe not

No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 



	

	2. Do you care more about climate change now than you used to, or less?

	
(Please tick the box below) 

	Yes, more

About the same as before

No, less

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 



	

	3. Do you think you can help to slow down climate change?

	
(Please tick the box below) 

	Yes

Maybe, maybe not

No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 



	

	4. Who else do you think should be helping the most to slow down climate change?  Please (Please tick each group you think should help) 

	Our Government

Yes

I’m not sure
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Governments in other countries

Yes

I’m not sure
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Shops, offices and factories

Yes

I’m not sure
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Our council

Yes

I’m not sure
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Every person, everywhere

Yes

I’m not sure
No

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 



	

	5. Do you have any ideas on what can be done to help slow down climate change?  (Please write in the box below.)

	


Your Planet Needs You!








