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	Date:
	17 April 2008

	
	
	


Dear Sir/Madam,

The Council has been undertaking a review of its Special Education Needs (SEN) provision since September 2004.  The review has been conducted in three stages.

On 4 March 2008 Gateshead Council’s Cabinet agreed in principle to a number of recommendations for the next stage of SEN development, subject to receiving a report from  the Children and Young People Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC)  about the review process and the consultations undertaken.  To enable the OSC to advise Cabinet  on the quality of the review and consultation processes,  it will need to carry out an evidence gathering exercise.  We are seeking the views of people who have been consulted since September 2004 and in particular those involved in the  latest consultation exercise conducted during the Autumn of 2007.  You have been identified as someone who has been consulted during the review or has represented an interested group.  We are therefore inviting you to make a written submission about the consultation processes focusing on the following issues:

1.
How well the review informed people about the reason for the review and how it was being conducted.

2.
Whether sufficient information was made available to people and whether there were opportunities to ask questions and make comments.

3.
The extent to which people feel their views were taken into account and influenced the process.

4.
Whether the material which was made available e.g. booklets, information packs, presentations was easy to understand.

You are invited to make your written submission in any form, but to assist you a form is attached (Appendix 1) which you may find useful. 

All written submissions must be received by 4.00pm, Thursday 8 May 2008. 

Submissions should be sent to Rosalyn White, Democratic Services, Legal and Corporate Services at the address below or via email at rosalynwhite@gateshead.gov.uk
The OSC may wish to invite some respondents to answer questions about their submission at a Committee meeting on the afternoon of 22 May 2008.  Please indicate on your response if you would be prepared to attend if invited.

The invitation to make a submission to the Committee has been sent to a wide group of people.  If you are aware of someone who would like to respond but has not received a letter please feel free to copy the letter to them, or ask them to contact Rosalyn White to receive their own copy.  This letter and response form are also available on web site  at www.gateshead.gov.uk.  (Click onto the Learning and Children heading on the home page.  Then click onto the Special Educational Needs heading in the column on the left side of the Education and Learning page.  The letter and response form are available under the section headed Documents).  All written submissions to the Committee will be taken into account.

All OSC meetings are open to the public and you are welcome to attend the meeting on the 22 May 2008 at 1.30pm as an observer.

Once the Committee has considered all the evidence it will produce a report to be considered by Gateshead Council Cabinet in July 2008.  This report will be available to the public.

Yours sincerely
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Maureen Kesteven

Strategic Director

Legal and Corporate Services

Encl
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Children and Young People Overview and Scrutiny Committee

SEN Review April 2008 – Response Form 

Q1) How well informed did you or the group of people you were representing feel about the following:

	
	Very well informed
	Fairly well informed
	Not very well informed
	Not informed at all
	Don’t know

	a) The reason for the review?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	b) How the review was being conducted?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q2) How useful was the information you received about the review?

	Not at all useful
	Not very useful
	A little bit useful
	Quite useful
	Very useful
	Don’t know

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q3) Was there any further information you consider should have been made available to you at the time of the review?

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If Yes please give details below

	


Q4) Do you have any questions that have not yet been answered?

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If Yes please give details below

	


Q5a) How much influence do you feel you have had on the review process?

	A great deal of influence
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Some influence
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Don’t know
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Quite a bit of influence
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Not much influence
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	


Q5b) Please explain why you feel this way

	


Q6a) How seriously do you feel your views were taken?

	Very seriously
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Not very seriously
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Don’t know
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Quite seriously
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Not at all seriously
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	


Q6b) Please explain why you feel this way

	


If you would be prepared to attend the Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting on 22 May 2008 in the afternoon to participate in a discussion about your responses please give your detail’s below:

	Name
	Tel (Home)
	Tel (Mobile)

	Address


Thank you for your comments, please return this form to FREEPOST VIEWPOINT or email it to rosalynwhite@gateshead.gov.uk

Responses must be received by 4pm Thursday 8 May 2008
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