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:
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:
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Dear Sir or Madam:
Application for Small Business Rate Relief  - 2007/2008

I am writing to you because as a small business it is possible that you may qualify for rate relief under the Small Business Rate Relief scheme that has been in force since 1 April 2005. Small businesses that meet the criteria and have a rateable value of £5,000 or less, will qualify for 50% relief. Those with a rateable value of between £5,001 and £10,000 will be allowed relief, which reduces on a sliding scale by 1% for every £100 rateable value. Properties with a rateable value of more than £10,000 and less than £15,000 will not receive relief but may benefit from paying a lower rate in the pound.

The Government has decided that there will be two different rates in the pound.  In 2007/08 it is proposed that eligible small businesses that qualify with a rateable value of not more than £14,999 will pay 44.1p per pound. Businesses that do not qualify will have a rate in the pound of 44.4p.
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The scheme is only available to ratepayers with either:

· One property with a rateable value of £14,999 or less in England, or

· One main property and other additional properties providing those additional properties have rateable values less than £2,200 and the total rateable value of all the properties remains under £15,000. However the relief and lower rate in the pound will only be applied to the main property, the other properties will pay the higher rate in the pound and do not qualify for relief.

In order to qualify for the scheme properties must be occupied and not empty. If you wish to apply for relief please complete only one form, ensuring that you have entered ALL properties that you are liable / responsible for in England and return it to the Council promptly. 

Your application will be processed and if you are successful relief should be on your bill for 2007/2008. This may not be shown when the bills are issued in March, but will be shown on a revised bill issued as soon as your claim is processed. 

Please do not ring the Business Rates Section to query your application before 1st April 2007 as the processing of your application and the annual bill issued may have overlapped, however if you have any other query regarding your business rate account please do not hesitate to contact us on the above telephone number or email address.

Please be aware that if the Application Form is not returned, even though you have a rateable value of below £15,000 you will not be granted the Relief. Please complete and return the form enclosed.

Yours faithfully

Derek Coates

Strategic Director

Small Business Rate Relief

Important Notes - Please Read Carefully

All business premises in England occupied by the ratepayer must be listed. It should be noted that, for any particular day, the billing authority will disregard the ratepayer's occupation of an additional hereditament in England where --

(a)
its rateable value shown in the local non-domestic rating list for that day is not more than £2,199; and 


(b)
the aggregate rateable value on that day of all the hereditaments the ratepayer occupies in England is not more than £21,499 (where the hereditament for which relief is sought is situated in Greater London) or £14,999 (where the hereditament for which relief is sought is situated outside Greater London). 

The application must be signed by the ratepayer or a person authorised to sign on behalf of the ratepayer. This means where the ratepayer is: -

(a) a partnership, a partner of that partnership;

(b) a trust, a trustee of that trust;

(c) a body corporate, a director of that body, and in any other case, a person duly authorised to sign on behalf of the ratepayer.

If your application for relief is successful, provided your circumstances do not change, the application will not have to be renewed until 1 April 2010 when the next revaluation of business premises takes place. 

You will however need to notify the Council if:

a) You take up occupation of a property you did not occupy at the time of the application for relief.

b) There is an increase in the rateable value of a property occupied by you which is situated in another local authority’s area. 

Notification of these changes MUST be given to the Council within 4 weeks of the day after the day the change happened.

Failure to notify the Council within this timeframe will mean you cease to be entitled to the relief from the day the change happened.

If you are still eligible for relief you will be entitled to the relief again but only from the date that you notify the Council.

If you have taken up occupation of an additional property then a fresh application for relief must be made. 

Notification of an increase in the rateable value must be given in writing.   

Warning - it is a criminal offence for a ratepayer to give false information when making an application for small business rate relief.

Gateshead Council must protect public funds and may use this information to prevent and detect fraud. The council may request further information to verify your application.
If you have already qualified for relief last year you must complete this application to continue with any ongoing entitlement
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